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We  have  gone  through  that  process  now.  But  the  point  still  re- 
mains. That  as  of  1973  and  Operation  Homecoming,  there  was  this 
group  that,  at  that  time,  based  on  the  knowledge  people  had  at 
that  moment,  that  there  were  questions  about  them. 

That  does  not  mean — and  I  reemphasize  this.  There  were  head- 
lines in  various  papers  around  the  country  that  misinterpret  what 
the  committee  was  saying. 

The  committee  cannot  draw  a  conclusion  as  to  whether  or  not 
any  or  all  or  some  of  those  people  in  that  group  were,  in  fact,  alive 
in  1973  at  that  moment.  What  is  clear  is  that  they  represent  a 
group  of  people  about  whom  our  Government  had  legitimate  ques- 
tions, and  reason  to  believe — based  on  their  last  known  live  status 
or  POW  status — that  a  full  accounting  should  have  been  forthcom- 
ing. 

But  I  emphasize  again,  no  one  can  say  with  a  certainty,  that  any, 
all,  or  some  were,  in  fact,  alive  at  that  moment  in  time. 

The  DIA  and  the  committee  staff  have  reviewed  those  133  cases. 
And  we  have  concluded  that  a  number  were  found  to  have  died 
prior  to  1973 — that  is,  the  process,  if  you  will,  of  scrubbing. 

Both  the  committee  and  the  Defense  Department  agree,  however, 
that  when  you  subtract  those  whose  remains  have  been  returned 
since  1973,  as  well  as  those  who  were  mistakenly  listed  as  POW  or 
otherwise — and  that  is  obviously  a  process  that  must  be  showed 
how  we  arrived  at  that,  and  we  will — that  you  still  have  valid  ques- 
tions remaining  today  about  43  of  those  who  were  on  the  commit- 
tee's identified  list. 

These  43  are  among  the  135  names  on  the  list  targeted  for  priori- 
ty investigation  by  General  Vessey  and  General  Needham's  joint 
task  force  for  a  full  accounting. 

Now,  I  want  to  emphasize  today,  as  I  did  last  month,  that  none 
of  these  numbers — 133,  43,  or  135 — reflect  individuals  that  we 
know  with  certainty  were  left  behind.  But  it  is  the  universe  of 
people  about  whom  there  remain  the  most  serious  questions: 
whether  because  they  were  once  listed  as  having  been  taken  pris- 
oner; or  because  they  were  otherwise  known  or  thought  to  have 
survived  their  incident. 

These  are  the  cases  that  are  currently  the  subject  of  the  priority 
investigation  by  the  United  States  in  cooperation  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Vietnam. 

And  I  would  like  to  make  it  also  very  clear  here  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Vietnam  has  agreed  to  receive  and  review  any  and  all  of 
these  names.  They  are  part  of  the  discrepancy  process  currently 
under  review.  Remains  have  been  returned,  and  that  process  con- 
tinue to  whittle  down  as  our  joint  task  force  accounting  process 
works  with  the  Vietnamese  process.  And  that  cooperation  appears 
to  be  greater  today  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  in  the  history  of 
this  process — with  our  teams  on  the  ground  and  with  a  permanent 
office  in  Vietnam. 

Now,  it  is  in  this  context  that  we  come  here  today.  And  we  begin 
this  morning — 2  days  of  really  rather  extraordinary  hearings.  They 
are  not  easy  hearings  for  everybody  to  follow  or  understand,  but 
they  are  critical  hearings  with  respect  to  the  process  of  this  com- 
mittee. 
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Because  we  are  going  to — for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this 
issue — pubHcly  vent  the  live-sighting  reports,  the  live  sightings  of 
American  prisoners  in  Southeast  Asia. 

Now  a  live-sighting  report,  for  those  new  to  this  process,  is  just 
that:  it  is  someone — a  refugee,  a  boat  person,  a  former  political 
prisoner,  a  diplomat — anyone — a  traveller,  a  tourist,  anybody — who 
has  been  in  a  position  to  observe  who  comes  out  of  Vietnam,  Laos, 
or  Cambodia  with  information — or  Thailand,  or  elsewhere.  Hong 
Kong — with  information  that  an  American  or  Americans  may  still 
be  held  prisoner. 

The  information  could  be  first-hand  or  it  could  be  hearsay.  It 
could  involve  one  American  or  many  Americans.  It  could  be  de- 
tailed or  it  could  be  vague.  It  can  be  recent  or  it  can  be  as  far  back 
as  at  the  end  of  the  war  or  during  the  war. 

The  point  is  that  it  contributes — by  virtue  of  its  existence — to  the 
possibility,  to  an  analysis  process  that  must  be  done  to  determine 
whether  or  not  Americans  may  have  been  left  behind,  or  have  re- 
mained alive  at  least  up  until  the  time  of  a  particular  report. 

Now,  the  handling  of  live-sighting  reports  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
troversial aspects  of  the  POW/MIA  issue.  A  review  conducted  by 
the  Executive  Branch,  itself,  referred  to  the  existence  at  one  point 
of  a,  quote,  mind-set  to  debunk  such  reports. 

On  the  other  hand,  tens  of  thousands  of  staff  hours  have  been 
devoted  to  receiving,  evaluating,  and  following-up  on,  or  seeking  to 
categorize  these  reports.  They  are  a  major  focus  of  the  Defense  In- 
telligence Agency's  work,  and  a  major  focus  of  this  committee's  in- 
vestigation. 

For  the  past  20  years,  there  has  been  nothing  more  tantalizing 
than  a  live-sighting  report  that  an  American  was  seen  alive  in  cap- 
tivity in  various  parts  of  Southeast  Asia. 

And  there  is  nothing  more  frustrating  than  the  failure  of  these 
reports  to  become  manifest  in  the  form  of  a  returning  American — 
with  the  single  exception  of  Robert  Garwood  inl979. 

The  sheer  number  of  live-sighting  reports — more  than  1,500  since 
the  end  of  the  war — indicates  to  some — to  some  Americans,  that 
is — that  perhaps  hundreds  must  have  been  left  behind. 

However,  on  the  other  hand,  our  failure  over  20  years  to  locate 
any  one  of  those  Americans  has  caused  others  to  conclude  that  the 
reports  must  be  false. 

Regrettably,  or  necessarily — as  the  case  may  be  argued — these 
reports  have  been  secret.  And  this  process  has  been  held  to  close 
quarters,  with  the  result  that  a  lot  of  rumor,  a  lot  of  innuendo,  a 
lot  of  allegations  have  surrounded  these  reports  and  this  process. 

So  today,  for  the  first  time,  we  are  going  to  air  it  publicly,  as 
part  of  the  effort  of  this  committee  to  engage  in  a  public  dialogue 
on  this  subject,  and  to  try  to  lift  the  cloak  of  secrecy  and  hopefully 
be  able  to  get  answers. 

We  will  not  only  ask  the  experts  for  a  public  explanation  of  what 
they  think,  but  we  will  probe  and  test  and  question  their  reason- 
ing; the  actions  they  have  taken  to  categorize  reports;  and  to  evalu- 
ate those  who  have  provided  them;  and  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made  to  follow-up. 

We  will  also  analyze  other  people's  perceptions  of  what  these  re- 
ports may  or  may  not  mean. 
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Now,  I  say  that  one  has  to,  obviously,  keep  these  reports  in  a 
context  as  we  go  along.  I  have  again  and  again  tried  to  stress  the 
notion  that  this  is  an  on-going  process.  We  cannot  draw  conclusions 
until  our  process  is  complete.  And  we  are  not  going  to. 

I  would  ask  others  to  join  us  in  that  effort.  There  are  some  who 
like  to  wave  around  one,  or  two,  or  three  live-sighting  reports  and 
say  this  is  conclusive  proof. 

It  is  not  conclusive  proof,  as  I  think  people  are  beginning  to  un- 
derstand. And  I  think  it  is  terribly  important  to  handle  these  re- 
sponsibly. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  important  to  be  fair  in  under- 
standing what  a  particular  report  may  mean — and  not  to  simply 
discard  it  because  it  is  easier  to  do  that.  If  the  report  leaves  legiti- 
mate questions,  the  report  leaves  legitimate  questions.  And  we  are 
going  to  have  to  deal  with  those. 

Now,  all  information  in  front  of  this  committee  is  currently 
being  declassified.  We  are  not  holding  on  to  anything  pending  any- 
thing. We  are  trying  to  declassify  as  fast  as  resources  permit  us. 

And  I  might  add  the  same  can  be  said  for  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment and  the  other  agencies  with  whom  we  are  dealing.  Literally 
dozens  of  people  are  working  around  the  clock  redacting  and  deal- 
ing with  sources  and  methods  and  privacy.  But  the  information  is 
being  made  available.  And  we  will  make  it  available  as  fast  as  this 
committee  can  declassify. 

We  are  doing  so  now. 

In  fact,  today,  all  of  the  live-sighting  reports  that  are  part  of 
today's  discussions  are  being  made  public  for  the  first  time,  as  are 
a  number  of  documents  surrounding  them. 

Now,  I  want  to  just  make  sure  everybody  understands  the 
ground  rules.  The  only  documents  that  will  not  be  made  public  or 
released  or  declassified,  as  we  understand  it  in  this  committee,  are 
those  that  are  specifically  the  purview  of  a  family's  right  to  priva- 
cy; where  they  assert  that  right  to  privacy  as  an  individual  family 
and  they  do  not  want  something  made  public. 

Or,  secondly,  where  sour<tes  and  methods — with  respect  to  na- 
tional security  concerns — might  be  compromised.  I  might  add,  how- 
ever, that  no  one  in  the  public  has  to  simply  take  one  of  the  agen- 
cy's word  at  face  value  with  respect  to  sources  and  methods.  Every 
member  of  this  committee  has  the  right  to  review,  in  unredacted 
form,  any  and  all  documents.  And  if  there  is  a  question  about  any 
document,  I  assure  you  members  of  this  committee  will  review  it  in 
order  that  we  can  maintain  the  integrity  of  this  investigation.  So 
that  when  we  come  to  a  conclusion  we  can  announce  that,  in  fact, 
we  have  reviewed  them  and  we,  as  a  committee,  will  have  seen 
what  is  in  these  documents. 

That  includes,  I  might  add.  National  Security  Council  minutes, 
as  well  as  the  WSAG  minutes,  as  well  as  the  negotiation  docu- 
ments of  1973  and  on. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  say  one  other  thing  that  I  have  said 
before.  And  that  is,  that  I  cannot  emphasize  strongly  enough  that 
this  is  the  time  to  do  away  with  fantasy  and  to  do  away  with  specu- 
lation in  this  process.  The  committee  has  been  working  diligently 
to  create  a  real  database  on  this  issue.  Occasionally  we  pick  up  the 
news  accounts  and  read  someone  in  some  part  of  the  country 
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quoted  as  saying  well,  they  did  not  take  into  account  this  list;  or 
there  are  these  people  out  there. 

I  want  to  emphasize,  there  are  no  magical  mysterious,"these 
people"  out  there.  The  universe  that  this  committee  is  now  narrow- 
ing down  to  is,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the  only  existing  uni- 
verse of  potential  POW/MIA.  There  are  finite  lists  of  those  who 
went  to  Vietnam  in  service  to  their  country.  There  are  finite  lists 
of  those  who  were  killed  in  action  and  came  back  and,  with  honors, 
received  a  burial. 

There  is  a  finite  list  of  those  who  did  not  come  back  and  are  un- 
accounted for — either  KIA-BNR,  body  not  recovered,  or  perhaps 
not  recoverable.  There  are  finite  lists  of  those  who  served  in  so- 
called  "black"  operations.  And  this  committee  has  looked  at  those, 
and  is  looking  at  them. 

We  know  as  we  sit  here  today  of  no  other  list  of  people.  And  I 
say  that  in  early  August  of  1992,  several  months  before  this  com- 
mittee goes  out  of  existence. 

If  anybody  knows  of  someone  engaged  in  some  operation,  or 
someone  whose  family  asserts  that  they  did  not  come  back,  and 
they  are  not  on  a  list,  or  there  is  somehow  some  other  list,  now  is 
the  time  to  come  forward  with  it — not  to  assert  at  the  end  of  this 
process  that  the  committee  overlooked  something. 

This  committee  is  whittling  down  rapidly  what  the  potentials  are 
here.  Where  we  know  from  the  last  hearing  that  there  are  not 
2,266  people  truly  MIA  today;  that  many  of  those  are  accounted  for 
by  virtue  of  the  reports  which  are  being  reviewed  now  by  the  De- 
fense Department.  And  we  Avill  review  them.  And  at  the  final  proc- 
ess, hopefully  those,  too,  will  be  public.  But  the  point  is,  that  now  is 
the  time  for  people  to  come  forward  with  information. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  underscored  as  hard  as  I  know  how, 
there  remain  some  very  legitimate  questions  about  1973  and  what 
we  knew  at  that  point  in  time;  and  about  this  counting  process.  So 
we  ask  people  to  come  forward  if  they  have  any  of  this  informa- 
tion. 

Clearly,  the  strength  of  this  committee's  final  report  will  be  in 
its  ability  to  draw  not  on  some  of  the  information,  but  on  all  of  the 
information.  And  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  because  of  the 
current  documents  of  the  Kissinger  papers  being  provided,  the 
Nixon  papers,  and  others,  the  committee  will  have  unprecedented 
amounts  of  documents  and  testimony  from  which  to  try  to  draw 
conclusions. 

Now,  on  that  note,  let  me  just  say  a  final  word  about  this  process 
today.  We  are  going  to  have  several  panels,  over  the  course  of  the  2 
days,  focusing  on  a  number  of  different  areas.  The  live-sighting  re- 
ports that  we  will  be  dealing  with — two  sets  on  Vietnam,  two  sets 
on  Laos — represent  what  we  are  told  by  our  investigators  are  the 
strongest  cases:  the  cases  with  the  greatest  potential  of  being  found 
to,  indeed,  be  evidence  of  somebody  being  alive. 

So  an  examination  of  those  cases,  we  thought,  would  be  the  best 
place  to  begin  publicly  in  an  analysis  of  the  first-hand,  live-sighting 
report  process.  We  will  try  to  make  this  as  much  of  a  dialogue  as 
possible.  It  is  a  learning  process  for  a  lot  of  us  on  the  committee. 
And  some  of  it  is  tedious,  but  all  of  it  is  critical  to  understanding 
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the  potential  that  some  American  might  be  alive  today  and  being 
held  against  his  will  in  Southeast  Asia. 

I  think  the  staff  that  have  worked  on  this  deserve  credit  for  their 
loyalty  to  the  issue  and  for  their  zeal  in  trying  to  fmd  any  kind  of 
way  of  understanding  this  issue  better,  and  in  their  creativity  in 
trying  to  present  us  with  some  challenging  ways  to  approach  it. 

And  our  hope  is  that  this  will  be  viewed  as  a  constructive  proc- 
ess; an  engaged  process  of  analysis;  out  of  which  we  can  draw  a 
good  set  of  conclusions  about  the  overall  live-sighting  and  follow-up 
process. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Senator  Kerry  follows:] 

Opening  Statement  of  Senator  John  Kerry,  Chairman,  Select  Committee  on 
POW/MIA  Affairs,  August  4,  1992 

The  select  Committee  meets  this  morning  to  continue  its  investigation  into  the 
fate  of  Americans  still  unaccounted  for  from  the  war  in  southeast  Asia. 

We  began  last  November  with  a  set  of  hearings  that  established  a  baseline  of 
knowledge  and  allegation  about  the  POW/MIA  process.  We  have  continued  with  ex- 
aminations of  the  Soviet  Union's  possible  role  in  interrogating  prisoners  from  this 
and  previous  wars;  we  have  traveled  to  Russia,  Vietnam,  Cambodia,  Laos  and  Thai- 
land to  £isk  for  cooperation  and  to  follow  up  on  leads;  we  have  set  in  motion  one  of 
the  largest,  most  rapid  and  most  effective  processes  of  de-classifying  government 
documents  in  U.S.  history;  and  we  are  well  along  in  efforts  to  interview  and  depose 
literally  hundreds  of  individuals  from  public  and  private  life  who  have  knowledge  or 
information  on  these  issues. 

Last  month,  we  held  hearings  concerning  the  lists  of  POWs  and  MIAs  compiled  by 
the  Department  of  Defense.  For  the  first  time,  an  outside  group — our  Committee — 
reconstructed  those  lists.  We  identified  a  list  of  133  Americans  who  had  been  record- 
ed as  POWs  by  DOD  or  DIA  either  before  or  after  Operation  Homecoming,  but  who 
were  not  accounted  for  at  that  time.  Since  those  hearings,  the  DIA  and  the  Commit- 
tee staff  have  reviewed  further  these  cases  and  concluded  that  many  were  found  to 
have  died  prior  to  1973.  Both  the  Committee  and  the  Defense  Department  agree, 
however,  that  valid  questions  remain  about  43  of  those  on  the  Committee's  identi- 
fied list. 

These  43  are  among  135  names  on  the  list  targeted  for  priority  investigation  by 
General  Vessey  and  General  Needham's  Joint  Task  Force  for  a  Full  Accounting.  I 
want  to  emphasize  today,  as  I  did  last  month,  that  none  of  these  numbers — 133,  43 
or  135 — reflect  individuals  we  know  with  certainty  were  left  behind  after  Operation 
Homecoming.  This  is  simply  the  universe  of  people  about  whom  there  remain  the 
most  serious  questions,  whether  because  they  were  once  listed  as  having  been  taken 
prisoner  or  because  they  were  otherwise  known  or  thought  to  have  survived  their 
incident.  These  are  the  cases  that  are  currently  the  subject  of  priority  investigation 
by  the  U.S.,  in  cooperation  with  the  governments  of  the  region. 

It  is  with  this  context  in  mind  that  we  begin  this  morning  two  days  of  hearings 
into  reports  of  live  sightings  of  American  prisoners  in  southeast  Asia.  A  live-sight- 
ing report  is  just  that.  Someone,  a  refugee,  a  boat  person,  a  former  political  prison- 
er, a  diplomat,  anyone  in  a  position  to  observe,  comes  out  of  Vietnam,  Laos  or  Cam- 
bodia with  information  that  an  American  or  Americans  may  still  be  held  prisoner. 
That  information  could  be  first-hand  or  hearsay;  it  could  involve  one  American  or 
many;  it  could  be  detailed  or  vague;  it  could  be  recent  or  as  far  back  as  the  end  of 
the  war — the  point  is  that  it  contributes  to  the  possibility  that  some  Americans  may 
have  been  left  behind  and  remained  alive  at  least  up  to  the  time  of  the  report. 

The  handling  of  live-sighting  reports  is  one  of  the  most  controversial  aspects  of 
the  POW/MIA  issue.  A  review  conducted  by  the  Executive  branch,  itself,  referred  to 
the  existence  at  one  point  of  a  "mindset  to  debunk"  such  reports.  And  yet  tens  of 
thousands  of  staff  hours  have  been  devoted  to  receiving,  evaluating,  following  up  or 
seeking  to  categorize  these  reports.  They  are  a  major  focus  of  the  Defense  Intelli- 
gence Agency's  work  and  a  major  focus  of  this  Committee's  investigation. 

For  the  past  20  years,  there  has  been  nothing  more  tantalizing  than  reports  that 
Americans  have  been  seen  alive  in  captivity  in  various  parts  of  southeast  Asia,  and 
nothing  more  frustrating  than  the  failure  of  these  reports  to  become  manifest  in  the 
form  of  returning  Americans,  with  the  single  exception  of  Robert  Garwood  in  1979. 

The  sheer  number  of  live-sighting  reports,  more  than  1,500  since  the  end  of  the 
war,  indicates  to  some  that  Americans — perhaps  hundreds — must  have  been  left 
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behind.  However,  our  failure  over  20  years  to  locate  any  of  those  Americans  has 
caused  others  to  conclude  that  the  reports  must  be  false.  Today,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  this  issue,  we  will  not  only  ask  the  experts  for  a  public  explanation  of 
what  they  think,  but  we  will  probe  and  test  and  question  their  reasoning,  the  ac- 
tions they  have  taken  to  categorize  reports  and  to  evaluate  those  who  have  provide 
them,  and  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  follow  up. 

I  say  that  this  process  will  occur  in  public  for  the  first  time  because,  until  now, 
these  reports  have  not  been  available  to  the  public.  All  of  the  live-sighting  reports 
referred  to  in  the  hearings  this  week  have  been  de-classified  and  we  have  been  as- 
sured by  DIA  that  all  of  the  others  will  be  de-classified  as  rapidly  as  possible.  We 
have  agreed  only  that,  in  the  declassification  process,  intelligence  sources  and  meth- 
ods will  be  protected  and  ongoing  investigations  will  not  be  jeopardized.  With  these 
guidelines  in  mind,  if  anything  should  come  up  during  the  next  two  days  that  our 
witnesses  feel  they  cannot  discuss,  they  should  say  so  and  we  will  pursue  it  in  an 
appropriate  fashion.  But  I  want  to  make  it  clear  to  everyone  involved  that  the  pur- 
pose of  this  hearing  is  to  share  information,  and  to  do  so  in  a  way  that  will  allow 
the  public,  as  well  as  this  Committee,  to  make  some  judgments  about  the  process 
and  how  well  or  how  poorly  it  has  worked.  The  days  of  hiding  information  without 
good  cause  are  over. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  repeat  something  I  have  said  over  and  over  again  during  the 
Committee's  hearings  and  on  numerous  other  occasions,  as  well.  I  cannot  emphasize 
it  enough.  If  someone,  anyone,  has  information  concerning  American  POW/MIAs 
that  they  believe  this  Committee  should  investigate,  now  is  the  time  to  let  us  know. 
If  anyone  believes  there  are  witnesses  or  other  individuals  we  should  hear  from, 
now  is  the  time  to  let  us  know.  If  anyone  has  a  theory  based  on  fact  that  we  should 
take  into  consideration,  let  us  know  now — not  three  months  from  now  or  after  the 
Committee  has  completed  its  work. 

Both  the  strength  of  this  Committee  and  the  ultimate  integrity  of  our  final  report 
will  depend  on  our  willingness  to  draw  conclusions  based  not  on  some  of  the  facts, 
but  on  all  available  information.  It  is  vital  to  remember  that  isolated  statements, 
facts,  reports  or  documents  may  well  point  in  one  direction,  while  the  bulk  of  the 
evidence  points  in  another.  That  is  why  we  are  charged  not  only  with  gathering  in- 
formation as  widely  and  as  broadly  as  we  can,  but  also  with  correlating  it,  testing  it, 
and  questioning  it  as  thoroughly  and  as  objectively  as  possible. 

This  has  been  our  pledge  to  the  families  and  activists;  this  is  the  duty  we  have  to 
our  colleagues  in  the  Senate;  this  is  the  responsibility  we  have  to  the  American 
people;  and  this  is  the  process  we  will  carry  forward  during  these  two  days  of  hear- 
ings and  during  the  hearings  and  other  phases  of  our  inquiry  to  come. 

Senator  Kerry.  Senator  Smith. 

STATEMENT  OF  VICE-CHAIRMAN  ROBERT  SMITH,  U.S.  SENATOR 
FROM  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  apologize  for  being  a  few  min- 
utes late. 

Mr.  Chairman,  8  years  ago,  when  I  first  came  to  Congress, 

I  became  involved  in  this  issue.  And  the  involvement  basically 
consisted  of  my  involvement  on  the  task  force,  as  well  as  some  indi- 
vidual meetings  with  various  members  of  the  DIA. 

The  meetings  always  dealt  with  source  information  regarding 
human  intelligence — the  human  intelligence  portion  always  dealt 
with  source  information  and  source  analysis. 

Source  analysis,  as  it  was  presented,  usually  meant  taking  inter- 
views or  talking  with  other  refugees  about  a  source;  conducting 
various  background  checks;  and  sometimes  giving  polygraphs. 

But  the  focus  was  clearly,  in  my  opinion,  on  the  source,  more 
than  what  the  source  said.  And  the  analyst  always  concluded  that 
a  source  fabricated  a  story  based  on  that  analysis — that  source 
analysis. 

But  I  always  felt,  along  with  some  of  my  colleagues  in  the  House 
at  the  time,  that  there  was  something  missing;  that  we  did  not  usu- 
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ally  see  raw  data;  we  had  no  personal  contact  with  the  source;  and 
for  the  most  part  saw  few,  if  any,  messages  or  other  traffic. 

But  what  I  now  realize,  and  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  hearing 
today,  is  that  there  is  a  second  way  of  analyzing  this  information. 
Basically,  it  is  content  analysis:  specifically,  in  the  case  of  what  is 
plotted,  is  the  location  of  what  individual  sources  said  they  saw, 
and  therefore  a  cluster. 

The  two  approaches,  in  my  opinion,  should  complement  each 
other,  not  contradict  each  other,  necessarily.  It  is  just  one  way  to 
add  to  the  accuracy  of  the  information.  I  would  like  to  illustrate 
that  in  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  want  to  note  for  the  record,  that  because  of 
information  that  I  have  not  received,  and  I  have  asked  for,  and 
that  the  counsel  has  asked  for,  I  am  at  a  bit  of  a  disadvantage,  I 
am  sorry  to  say.  I  did  request  one  aerial  photograph  of  the  Citadel, 
showing  Ho  Chi  Minh's  tomb  and  the  Ministry  of  National  De- 
fense. I  did  not  get  that  for  the  hearing  today. 

Second,  I  requested  a  briefing  board  on  downtown  Hanoi.  I  did 
not  get  that.  I  asked  for  recent  studies  on  prison  systems  in  Viet- 
nam and  Laos.  I  did  not  get  that.  And  the  files  that  we  have  been 
given  to  work  with — in  some  cases,  not  all — in  some  cases,  are  in- 
complete. There  simply  is  nothing  in  them. 

So  my  remarks  will  have  to  be  tempered  somewhat  because  I  did 
not  have  that  information,  which  I  considered  crucial  to  what  I 
wanted  to  do. 

And  let  me  just  begin  and  try  to  go  through  this  quickly,  by  in- 
troducing what  is  called  the  Cluster  Map,  which  will  be  shown  here 
today.  It  has  been  seen  in  the  press.  And  I  would  like  to  try  to  ex- 
plain it  briefly. 

Long  before  this  committee  existed,  senior  DIA  officers  thought 
that  a  cluster  map  was  useful — it  was  a  good  way  of  looking  at  live 
sightings.  Admiral  Brooks  thought  so;  Colonel  Gaines  did;  General 
Tighe  did — all  said  so  in  various  reports  of  the  DIA  effort. 

Admiral  Brooks  wrote  in  1985  not  even  the  most  basic  kinds  of 
analysis  had  been  done  on  the  information,  such  as  plotting  it  on  a 
map.  That  is  a  quote.  That  sentence  was  edited  from  the  declassi- 
fied version  of  the  Brooks  reports  released  to  the  public  by  the 
DIA. 

The  only  line  in  the  report  that  refers  to  plotting  reports  on  a 
map  is  the  one  that  is  redacted.  I  find  that  interesting,  since  this  is 
really  the  subject  of  the  hearing  today — that  that  particular  line 
was  redacted  from  the  document. 

The  posting  of  flags  on  the  map  is  called  the  cluster  theory  by 
some.  It  is  not  a  theory,  in  my  opinion.  It  is  a  very  basic  way  of 
organizing  and  analyzing  information  by  location.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  taught  at  the  DIA.  The  investigators  just  sorted  through 
some  15,000  reports,  whittled  them  down  to  only  those  that  dealt 
with  alleged  Americans  in  captivity  after  Operation  Homecoming — 
some  928  reports  or  so;  and  plotted  them  on  the  map.  All  of  this 
information  came  from  the  DIA. 

There  is  nothing — nothing — no  information  that  we  used  that 
came  from  anyone  other  than  the  DIA,  all  the  materials.  Nothing 
was  added.  They  did  not  post  flags  for  fabrications  or  frauds — 
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which  both  of  us  agreed  were  fabrications  or  frauds.  They  took 
those  out. 

They  did  not  post  flags  for  dog-tag  reports,  remains,  crash  sights, 
individuals  seen  Hving  freely,  smugglers,  civilian  returnees,  or 
single — reports  of  single  prisoners.  There  are  no  flags  in  Cambodia, 
for  the  most  part.  This  confirms  out  worst  fear  that  Americans 
who  may  have  been  captured  by  the  Pol  Pot  gang,  the  Khmer 
Rouge,  did  not  survive  or  were  taken  out  of  Cambodia. 

For  purposes  of  this  hearing,  we  have  confined  the  discussion  to 
basically  155  live-sighting  files  which  concern  two  areas  in  Viet- 
nam, and  two  in  Laos,  that  we  have  clustered.  The  DIA  has  155 
reports  in  their  files  as  individual  sources.  We  have  just  clustered 
those  for  the  purpose  of  discussion,  which  was  pre-determined  in 
previous  conversations  with  the  DIA. 

All  of  these  numbers  are  probably  very  confusing  for  some  who 
are  trying  to  figure  this  out  and  understand  what  is  being  said. 

And  the  best  way  to  illustrate  this  technique  is  to  use  an  exam- 
ple. And  the  only  one  that  I  want  to  use  for  the  moment  is  a  down- 
town Hanoi  cluster.  Those  reports  talk  about  seeing  prisoners  in  a 
prison  area,  and  basically  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense  Com- 
pound, referred  to  as  the  Citadel. 

And  the  best  way  to  illustrate  that  is  to  quickly  run  through 
that.  And  then  with  the  idea  that  after  we  are  finished,  we  would 
ask  questions  of  the  DIA  on  that. 

The  cluster  of  reporting  involves  an  area — in  this  particular 
sighting — involves  an  area  of  downtown  Hanoi,  Vietnam,  that  is 
one  of  the  most  secure  areas  in  all  of  North  Vietnam,  according  to 
the  Agency.  It  is  called  the  Citadel.  It  is  the  Vietnamese  version  of 
our  Pentagon. 

It  includes  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense,  the  PAVN  head- 
quarters, various  military  agencies,  and  residential  quarters  for 
senior  military  officers.  You  can  see  on  a  map  that  the  Citadel  is 
over  1/2  kilometer  square,  located  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
city,  bordered  by  four  different  streets — and  actually  a  site  that 
some  of  you  are  familiar  with  on  the  west  of — in  an  area  on  the 
west  side,  by  a  park  area  leading  to  Ho  Chi  Minh's  mausoleum 
and,  indeed,  the  war  museum,  itself,  on  Dien  Bien  Phu  street. 
These  are  visited  by  the  public. 

Access  to  the  Citadel  is  highly  restricted,  and  U.S.  intelligence 
experts  say  that  the  Citadel  compound  is  perhaps  the  most  secure 
area  in  Vietnam. 

During  the  war,  American  POWs  were  held  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  walled  compound  and  facility,  known  as  Alcatraz,  or 
Plantation  West,  which  is  near  the  military  publishing  house,  on 
Ly  Nam  De.  During  the  war,  some  Americans  were  held  across  the 
street  at  17  Ly  Nam  De,  at  a  compound  known  as  the  Plantation. 

After  the  war,  the  Plantation  was  rumored  to  house  the  remains 
of  U.S.  servicemen  and  later  became  an  army  film  repository. 
There  have  been  numerous  visits  to  this  by  U.S.  delegations — in- 
cluding myself  and  many  of  my  House  colleagues  in  1986. 

But  I  do  not  want  to  talk  about  the  Plantation  today.  The  area 
west  of  the  Plantation,  inside  the  compound,  an  area — also  an  area 
south  of  the  Plantation,  along  the  east  side  of  Ly  Nam  De  Street — 
the  current,  official  DIA  position  in  this  area  is  there  is  no  evi- 
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dence  to  sustain  a  belief  that  U.S.  POWs  were  detained  after  Oper- 
ation Homecoming  in  this  area.  That  has  been  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Some  600  reports  that  our  investigators  have  focused  on  tell  us 
something  else,  however.  These  600  people  have  told  the  U.S.  Gov- 
ernment— I  emphasize,  these  people  have  told  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment— that  Vietnam  has  a  terrible  secret:  that  it  lied  about  Ameri- 
can prisoners  of  war,  and  held  many  back  at  the  end  of  the  war. 
That  is  the  message  that  these  reports  are  telling  us. 

In  order  to  keep  its  secret,  these  intelligence  sources  say  that 
Vietnam  kept  the  Americans  in  isolation;  moved  them  around  at 
night;  kept  them  in  secret  prisons.  Not  everyone  knew  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  sources — especially  inmates  of  the  reeducation  camps. 

Thus,  while  some  former  inmates  tell  us  they  did  see  American 
POWs,  the  many  that  tell  us  they  did  were  not,  probably — the 
many  that  tell  us  they  did  not  were  probably  are  also  telling  the 
truth.  According  to  the  intelligence  many  inmates — and  even  many 
northerners — were  not  privy  to  that  secret. 

But  in  the  greater  Hanoi  region,  alone,  some  150  sources  indicate 
that  the  secret  was  not  foolproof.  That  is  because  the  prisons  and 
camps  required  supervisors  and  guards.  They  needed  maintenance, 
repair  work,  food,  medical  help,  et  cetera. 

Within  the  narrow  confines  of  Hanoi,  70  separate  sources  report- 
ing over  nearly  2  decades,  betrayed  Vietnam's  secret — according  to 
the  sources — by  reported  sightings  or  other  information  about 
American  POWs  being  held  in  Hanoi — the  last  place  where  people 
would  expect  them. 

And  the  Vietnamese  Ministry  of  National  Defense  and  Interior 
harbored  the  biggest  secret  of  all,  according  to  the  sources — they 
ran  a  secret,  underground  prison  system  in  the  heart  of  Hanoi, 
under  the  feet  of  visiting  dignitaries — including  myself — who  had 
been  there  on  three,  different  occasions;  a  prison  which  held  Amer- 
ican prisoners  of  war  after  Operation  Homecoming,  and  well  into 
the  late  1980's,  the  sources  say. 

Over  a  15-year  period,  these  sources  have  filled-in  details  con- 
cerning the  construction  and  operation  of  this  facility  next  to  the 
Ho  Chi  Minh  tomb. 

The  stories  of  POWs  in  these  areas,  long  after  the  war,  sounds 
like  a  Tom  Clancy  novel.  And,  indeed,  some  will  say  that  is  what  it 
is.  But  these  reports  are  not  from  fictitious  people.  They  are  real 
people  telling  us  what  they  said  they  saw,  and  what  they  said  they 
heard. 

I  will  now  summarize  quickly  what  these  reports  stated  to  the 
United  States  Government,  and  I  will  do  so  in  chronological  order. 
And  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  run  through  each  one  of  these,  obvi- 
ously, to  be  very  brief  here. 

Again,  I  want  to  say  that  the  part  that  concerns  me — and  I 
would  hope  we  would  get  into  it  in  the  question — is  a  statement  by 
the  agency  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  sustain  a  belief  that  U.S. 
POWs  were  detained  after  Operation  Homecoming  in  this  area. 
That  is  what  we  are  talking  about.  You  decide  if  you  can  support 
that  statement. 

But  I  would  like  to  ask  the  DIA  to  defend  their  analysis  on  that, 
and  I  want  America  to  know  what  these  sources  stated. 
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And  I  will  be  putting  all  of  these  reports  in  the  record. 

But  for  the  first  time,  the  committee  is  able  to  discuss  these  re- 
ports in  the  open,  because  with  much  prodding  from  the  commit- 
tee, our  Government  is  finally  beginning  to  release  these  reports  to 
the  American  people. 

Now  let  me  just  cite  a  couple  of  examples  of  the  sources.  There 
are  some  14  to  17  sources  in  the  Citadel  which  I  will  enter  for  the 
public  record. 

But  just  using  a  couple  of  examples — there  is  a  

Senator  Kerry.  Let  me  just  interrupt  you  there  and  say  that  all 
of  the  live-sighting  reports,  all  clusters  are  being  made  part  of  the 
record.  All  are  being  released  today,  as  well  as  additional  docu- 
ments. So  they  will  all  be  part  of  the  record. 

[See  Appendix] 

Senator  Smith.  All  right.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

This  is  a  Vietnamese  source  who  left  Vietnam  with  his  wife;  set- 
tled in  England  in  1979;  in  July  1981  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Ameri- 
can embassy  in  London  and  passed  on  the  following  information:  In 
June  1974  the  source  was  assigned  to  a  work  detail.  He  was  trim- 
ming trees,  under  guard,  inside  the  Citadel,  on  the  west  side  of  Ly 
Nam  De.  While  in  the  tree,  saw  four  to  five  Caucasians,  he  said, 
standing  next  to  the  ground  floor  of  a  building,  where  he  estimated 
there  were  about  another  70  inside.  The  PAVN  security  officer  on 
his  work  detail  told  him  they  were  American  pilots  and  mechanics. 
In  the  fall  of  1978,  the  same  source  says  he,  again,  saw  Caucasians 
inside  the  Citadel  on  a  second  floor  balcony,  et  cetera. 

DIA  states  that  the  source's  information  is  unsubstantiated,  at 
best;  and  most  of  it  probably  a  fabrication. 

In  another  case,  another  source — again  seeing  prisoners  in  the 
Citadel — the  DIA  states  that  that  source  was  evasive  during  his 
interview,  and  they  recommend  no  further  contact  be  made  with 
the  source. 

Certainly,  everybody  is  familiar  with  Robert  Garwood,  an  Ameri- 
can prisoner  in  1978.  While  still  in  Vietnam,  he  stated  he  saw  sev- 
eral Americans  at  a  compound  in  Ly  Nam  De,  near  a  cistern — 
which  is  across  the  street  from  the  Citadel.  He  drew  a  sketch  of  the 
location. 

DIA  labeled  Garwood  a  convicted  collaborator,  and  does  not  place 
any  credence  in  his  reporting  on  live  sightings. 

I  have  been  at  that  compound,  and  visited  that  cistern. 
The  cistern  certainly  does  exist. 

In  another  case,  DIA  states  that  the  source  could  not  have  seen 
what  he  said  he  saw  from  a  vantage  point,  because  the  source 
could  not  see  what  he  saw.  Yet,  the  source  passed  two  polygraphs. 

And  we  could  go  on  through  a  number  of  these,  Mr.  Chairman. 
And  this  will  all  be  a  part  of  my  statement  for  the  record. 

But  one  I  want  to  focus  on  is  this  one,  source  7591  as  we  have 
identified  it:  This  source  was  interviewed  in  a  refugee  camp  in 
Pusan,  South  Korea,  in  1987.  That  is  when  he  was  interviewed.  He 
states  that  he  was  told  by  a  Vietnamese  army  officer  that  as  late 
as  1985  there  was  an  underground  detention  facility  adjacent  to  Ho 
Chi  Minh's  tomb,  which  was  holding  American  prisoners  of  war. 

The  facility,  according  to  the  army  officer,  was  constructed  in 
1970.  As  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  mausoleum  was  being  constructed — Ho 
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Chi  Minh  died  in  1969  and  they  immediately  began  building  the  fa- 
cility— the  civilian  construction  workers  who  built  the  facility  had 
to  undergo  extensive  background  checks  during  the  three  genera- 
tions of  their  families. 

He  describes  the  security  at  the  tomb  as  being  very  tight,  and 
states  that  the  underground  detention  facility  was  constructed  un- 
derneath Be  Dinh  Park,  right  next  to  Ho  Chi  Minh's  tomb. 

He  states  he  first  heard  about  the  facility  from  friends  at  the  Na- 
tional School  in  Vietnam  in  1980.  And  when  he  again  visited  Hanoi 
in  1985,  the  army  officer  provided  the  same  information.  The 
source  talked  about  the  transfer  of  American  prisoners  there 
taking  place  at  night. 

There  is  no  DIA  assessment  of  this  report  in  the  file  that  we  re- 
ceived— no  assessment. 

And  we  have  others  from  boat  people;  and  other  reports  which 
essentially  confirm — not  confirm,  but  essentially  say  that  there 
were  people  in  that — in  that  facility — contrary  to  the  statement 
made  by  DIA. 

Considering  all  of  the  information  that  we  do  have  in  the  files 
regarding  sightings  that  cluster  in  this  area — and  this  is  what  I  am 
saying — based  on  the  content  of  what  they  said,  the  locations  clus- 
ter. These  are  unrelated.  They  span  a  period  of  15  years.  And  they 
cluster  in  the  Citadel — or  across  the  street  from  the  Citadel — that 
information,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  and  information  was  not 
plotted,  or  at  least  according  to  the  internal  reviews  it  was  not. 

And  considering  all  of  this,  I  believe  that  the  presence  of  a 
secret,  underground  facility  for  POWs  in  Hanoi  could  be  a  rational 
explanation.  And  I  think  we  ought  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
DIA  has  evidence  at  all  that  would  indicate  that  there  is  such  a 
facility. 

Because  if  there  is,  obviously  then  what  they  said,  these  individ- 
uals said,  has  a  great  deal  of  credence  and  therefore  deserves  an- 
other look. 

The  majority  of  the  ultimate  source  of  information  on  the  under- 
ground prison  are  construction  works.  Construction  workers.  We 
are  not  talking  about  in  all  cases  them  saying  they  saw  POWs. 
They  are  saying  they  built — they  built  the  Citadel  prison.  They 
worked  on  it.  They  are  people  associated  with  senior  PAVN  officers 
who  knew  about  this  prison.  They  do  not  build  a  prison  for  noth- 
ing. 

Based  on  what  the  sources  say  about  security,  some  association 
with  senior  officers  would  be  necessary  to  learn  about  this  under- 
ground American  POW  facility.  And  the  DIA  has  judged  these 
sources  of  the  eyewitness  and  hearsay  reports  to  be  fabricators,  or 
people  who  were  mistaken  or  misinformed  about  what  they  saw  or 
heard. 

That  not  only  misses  the  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  also  prevents 
the  recognition  of  a  point.  If  you  only  concentrate  on  individual 
sources,  you  miss  the  very  existence  of  the  prison.  You  totally  miss 
the  prison  if  it  exists. 

My  biggest  regret  is  that  it  took  me  so  long  to  discover  this.  I 
also  regret  that  it  took  so  long  for  me  to  finally  obtain  three,  inter- 
nal reports — Tighe,  Brooks,  and  Gaines — from  the  DIA  which  tell 
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me  why  I  should  not  accept  the  DIA  conclusions  based  on  source 
analysis. 

Let  me  briefly  quote  from  these  reviews:  September  1985, 
Thomas  Brooks,  Admiral  Brooks,  former  DIA  official  states:  One, 
follow-up  actions  have  not  been  pursued;  a  mind-set  to  debunk  has 
resulted  in  sloppy  analysis;  the  analysts  do  not  have  an  open  mind; 
the  database  is  a  wasteland;  there  are  unhealthy  attitudes;  there  is 
no  coherent  or  disciplined  collection  report;  there  is  not  enough 
analysis;  there  is  almost  a  total  lack  of  management;  there  was  in- 
tense report  initially  focused  on  veracity  of  sources  with  a  view 
toward  discrediting  them;  the  sources,  in  the  main,  have  no  ulteri- 
or motive;  the  sources  should  not  be  badgered  when  they  volunteer 
information;  et  cetera. 

General  Tighe,  former  Director  of  DIA,  in  his  report  states,  there 
is  evidence  that  Americans  remain  alive  in  Vietnamese  custody 
against  their  will — even  in  the  limited  sample  of  reports  we  re- 
viewed. An  unresolved  case  according  to  DIA  means,  quote,  we 
have  not  yet  proved  these  reports  are  false,  unquote. 

The  greatest  problem  associated  with  POW  issue  is  the  lack  of 
professional  analysis  of  available  intelligence.  There  is  little  evi- 
dence that  any  significant  analysis  of  the  intelligence  received  has 
been  accomplished  in  recent  years. 

These  are  not  my  words.  These  are  the  words  of  General  Tighe  in 
this  case. 

The  verdict  of  folk  wisdom  is  ignored.  That  is,  where  there  is 
smoke,  there  is  fire — again.  General  Tighe.  There  is  a  dominant 
emphasis  on  the  negative.  National  technical  means  have  never 
been  levied  proactively  in  an  attempt  to  locate  POWs,  and  so  forth. 

There  is  an  enormous  volume  of  unanalyzed,  hearsay  reports. 
Hearsay  reports  are  impeached  by  DIA  from  the  start.  This  is  an 
irresponsible  distortion  of  the  intelligence  process,  as  I  understand 
it. 

Most  refugee  sources  know  what  they  saw — even  though  DIA 
analyses  conclude  the  opposite.  For  instance,  we  found  sources  who 
easily  distinguished  American  Caucasians  from  Russians  or  Ger- 
mans or  fair-skinned  Asians.  The  Thai  report  also  concluded  that 
the  Vietnamese  are  engaged  kind  of  in  a  ritual  of  victory,  the  dis- 
play of  oriental  superiority  which  is  why  they  are  not  being  forth- 
coming on  the  issue. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  say  that  our  investigators 
from  the  committee  have  spent  hundreds  of  hours  reviewing  the 
files.  Basically  nothing  has  changed  in  the  last  5  years  since  these 
secret,  critical  reports  were  written. 

Essentially,  the  approach  is  the  same:  review  the  source,  look  at 
the  source,  ignore  the  message  and  shoot  the  messenger.  And  basi- 
cally, the  same  people  who  have  been  doing  this  for  some  years — 
several  years — are  still  here.  A  good  example  in  recent  time  were 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Yeltsin  who  were  immediately  discred- 
ited. Mr.  Yeltsin  was  a  drunk,  it  was  stated,  or  he  did  not  know 
what  he  was  talking  about. 

So  I  believe  we  are  entitled  to  hear  from  the  agency,  and  this  is 
the  purpose  of  the  long  introduction  here,  Mr.  Chairman  is  that  in 
terms  of  the  Citadel,  I  think  we  should  hear  from  the  DIA  whether 
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or  not  there  is  a  detention  facility  there,  underground,  at  the  Cita- 
del, near  Ho  Chi  Minh's  tomb.  Is  there  or  is  there  not? 

And  that  is  just  one  cluster  of  reporting.  If  there  is  a  Citadel 
prison,  then  those  people  who  said  there  was  a  prison  were  telling 
the  truth  about  that.  And  if  they  were  telling  the  truth  about  that, 
they  very  well  may  have  been  telling  the  truth  about  the  men, 
American  men,  they  claim  to  have  seen  in  that  prison. 

That  is  just  one  cluster.  We  will  be  looking  at  three  others  in  ad- 
dition to  that.  And  I  think  that  the  questions  ought  to  be  asked  on 
that  Citadel.  And  if,  in  fact,  the  Citadel  does  exist,  then  the  Viet- 
namese and  the  Lao  are  responsible  for  the  fate  of  American 
POWs — if  they  are  there.  And  I  believe  that  it  is  our  obligation 
here  to  determine  the  truth  regarding  the  Citadel.  And  we  should 
demand  to  see  the  Citadel. 

We  talk  about  the  cooperation  of  the  Vietnamese.  We  ought  to 
go — if,  in  fact  we  establish  there  is  a  prison  there — then  we  ought 
to  be  there  tomorrow  morning  with  all  of  the  people  in  the  ground 
in  Vietnam  and  say  we  want  to  see  inside  the  Citadel  underground. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Kerry.  Thank  you  very  much.  Senator  Smith. 

Now,  so  that  everybody  understands  what  is  happening  here,  put 
what  Senator  Smith  said  into  context — what  Senator  Smith  has 
done  at  the  request  of  the  committee,  is  outline  the  cluster  concept, 
and  sort  of  the  state  of  the  evidence  that  we  have  received. 

And  as  I  am  sure  you  can  understand.  General,  these  are  the 
kinds  of  questions  that  are  emerging  automatically  from  the  docu- 
ments that  have  been  presented,  as  well  as  from  the  analysis  that 
the  staff  has  been  going  through  for  a  period  of  time. 

And  so  Senator  Smith  is  really  framing  for  you  the  committee's 
approach  today,  and  a  small  sub-set  of  questions  that  we  have — 
which  is  why  we  have  2  days  of  these  hearings  set  out  at  this 
moment.  And  if  we  need  more,  we  are  prepared,  obviously,  to  go 
through  more. 

But  those  are  just  some  of  the  questions  that  we  are  going  to 
want  to  analyze  today.  And  before  we  get  to  that,  let  me  turn  to 
Senator  McCain. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  JOHN  McCAIN,  U.S.  SENATOR  FROM 

ARIZONA 

Senator  McCain.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Before  addressing  the  subject  of  today's  hearings,  I  would  like  to 
briefly  comment  on  actions  that  have  been  taken  by  the  Bush  Ad- 
ministration to  resolve  the  many  difficult  questions  involved  in  the 
POW/MIA  issue. 

Judging  by  what  took  place  at  the  National  League  ofFamilies 
Convention  the  other  week,  the  President's  POW/MIA  policy  is 
either  unknown,  misunderstood,  or  ignored  in  the  emotional  con- 
troversy that  the  issue  has  become. 

Since  coming  to  office,  the  President  has  pursued  an  accounting 
of  our  POW/MIAs  with  more  dedication  than  any  President  to  my 
knowledge  since  the  Vietnam  war.  Under  his  leadership,  the 
United  States  has  dedicated  substantial  more  resources  to  the  pur- 
suit of  answers  about  our  missing  servicemen. 
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During  his  term,  he  has  quadrupled  the  funding  for  field  oper- 
ations to  serve  for  these  answers.  Since  he  came  to  office,  he  has 
more  than  doubled  the  number  of  personnel  involved  in  the  search 
for  answers. 

Thanks  to  his  effort,  as  well  as  the  members  of  this  committee 
and  thousands  and  thousands  of  Americans,  the  United  States  has 
opened  a  POW/MIA  office  in  Hanoi  and  resident  American  investi- 
gators pursue  information  about  our  POW/MIAs  and  conduct  live- 
sighting  investigations  in  military  archives,  prisons,  and  military 
facilities.  Because  this  administration  successfully  negotiated  with 
the  Vietnamese  to  obtain  this  unprecedented  access. 

I  believe  that  the  President  has  been  responsive  to  the  families 
and  the  public's  right  to  know.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  legisla- 
tion which  I  sponsored,  the  administration  has  declassified  nearly 
2,000  live-sighting  reports,  such  as  those  we  are  going  to  discuss 
today.  Those  reports  are  now  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  avail- 
able to  anyone  for  inspection. 

The  President  has  been  extraordinarily  accommodating  to  this 
committee.  He  has  allowed  us  access  to  virtually  every  file,  memo, 
and  piece  of  paper  we  have  expressed  interest  in.  Most  recently,  of 
course,  the  President  responded  to  the  committee's  request  for  de- 
classification by  releasing  1.5  million  pages  of  formerly-classified 
material.  And  he  has  assured  committee  members  that  all  other 
documents  we  require  will  be  released  to  the  public. 

I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  deep  emotions  run  on  this  issue.  I 
have  experienced  it  first-hand.  Throughout  the  emotions  and  anxie- 
ty that  attend  this  issue,  we  must  remember  what  it  is  that  we 
seek:  we  seek  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  We  should  not 
be  diverted  from  that  pursuit  by  calls  to  support  one  point  of  view 
or  another.  And  anyone  who  provides  assistance  as  valuable  as 
that  provided  by  the  President  should  be  commended,  and  not  de- 
nounced. 

I  am  sure  that  all  the  members  of  this  committee  will  agree  that 
the  President  deserves  to  be  commended  for  his  good-faith  efforts 
to  assist  us  in  our  important  work. 

Allow  me  now  to  make  a  few,  brief  remarks  about  today's  hear- 
ing. As  we  begin  this  open  discussion  of  the  many  reports  with  the 
United  States  has  received,  which  purported  to  be  evidence  of 
Americans  in  captivity  in  Southeast  Asia,  I  must  strongly  caution 
the  committee  and  the  public  from  drawing  preliminary  conclu- 
sions based  on  one,  two,  or  several  live-sighting  claims,  before  you 
listen  carefully  to  the  explanation  of  the  analyses  of  these  reports. 

Live-sighting  reports  are  often  seemingly  compelling.  And  they 
are  often  very  sensational.  They  are  almost  always  more  sensation- 
al than  analyses  done  to  determine  the  veracity  of  the  reports;  to 
read  in  print  that  an  individual,  quote,  saw  ten  Americans  in  a 
prison  yard  in  1986  is  far  more  exciting  than  to  hear  that  the  in- 
vestigators have  gone  to  the  prison  and  that  the  physical  descrip- 
tions contained  in  the  live-sighting  report  did  not  correspond  to  the 
reality;  or  that  the  source  later  recanted;  or  that  ten  Americans  in 
a  prison  yard  may  really  have  been  ten  Russians  at  a  military 
base. 

I  must  also  raise  my  concern  that  we  not  lose  sight  of  the  impor- 
tance of  not  only  evaluating  the  information  we  receive,  but  also 


16 


evaluating  the  source  of  the  information.  If  an  individual  with  a 
past  record  of  offering  misinformation  for  sale,  or  has  been  in- 
volved in  other  criminal  enterprises,  or  has  pursued  other  fraudu- 
lent means  to  emigrate  from  his  country  or  obtain  financial  re- 
wards tells  me  that  he  has  seen  an  imprisoned  American,  I  would 
be  foolish  not  to  consider  the  source  as  I  consider  the  information. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  search  for  our  POW/MIAs 
has  been  greatly  complicated  by  unethical  and/or  desperate  indi- 
viduals who  have,  for  one  reason  or  another,  sought  to  peddle  false 
information  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  families. 

So  I  would  caution  everyone:  listen  carefully  to  the  live-sighting 
reports;  listen  carefully  to  the  analyses  of  those  reports.  The  truth, 
though  elusive,  will  be  found  if  only  we  are  patient  enough  and 
thoughtful  enough  and  fair  enough  to  see  it. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Kerry.  Thank  you  very  much.  Senator  McCain. 
Senator  Grassley. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  CHARLES  E.  GRASSLEY,  U.S.  SENATOR 

FROM  IOWA 

Senator  Grassley.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Particularly,  thank  you  for  your  leadership  as  we  go  about  doing 
a  very  difficult  job  that  this  committee  has  been  given  to  do. 

I  want  to  first  of  all  associate  myself  with  the  last  paragraph  or 
so  of  your  opening  statement,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  you  commend- 
ed the  staff  investigators  for  trying  to  do  their  work  to  try  new  and 
different  approaches  to  analyzing  information;  to  doing  everything 
we  could  to  get  everything  out  on  the  table. 

I  felt  like  I — implicit  in  your  comment  was  maybe  a  necessity  of 
explaining  the  new  approaches  that  are  being  used  here.  I  hope 
that  you  will  not  feel  any  necessity  for  explaining  anything  that 
this  committee  does.  Because  we  are  just  in  the  pursuit  of  doing 
the  people's  work  in  the  sense  of  our  constitutional  responsibilities 
of  oversight  lay  out  specifically  what  was  in  our  mandate  to  do  to 
get  to  the  bottom  of  this  issue. 

Basically  what  is  being  done  today  is  an  opportunity  to  put 
ever3d:hing  out  on  the  table.  I  think  the  truth  comes  out  when  ev- 
erybody has  a  chance  to  know  what  everybody  else  knows.  One  of 
the  questions  I  would  like  to  have  answered  during  the  process  of 
our  hearings,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  simply  to  have  the  Department  of 
Defense  explain  what  there  is  about  the  bureaucracy  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  that  would  keep  the  approaches  that  are  being 
used  here  from  at  least  being  tried.  And  some  of  these  people  that 
are  working  on  this  for  this  committee  had  previously  worked  for 
the  Department. 

And  what  is  there  about  this  or  any  other  issue  that  keeps  new 
ideas  or  new  approaches  from  surfacing?  Why  does  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  have  to  kind  of  try  new  idea  and  try  to  analyze 
from  a  different  point  of  view?  Because  if  there  is  a  major  problem 
there  demonstrated  by  the  unwillingness  to  try  new  approaches 
within  investigating  this  issue,  within  the  Department  of  Defense, 
then  really  there  is  something  wrong  with  our  whole  system  of  gov- 
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eminent  that  would  suppress  new  tactics,  new  approaches,  new 
procedures,  just  to  lay  everything  out  on  the  table. 

And  then  that  says  something  about,  well,  what  is  wrong  with 
our  system  of  participatory  democracy  where  no  idea,  no  approach 
should  be  suppressed.  The  whole  essence  of  our  system  of  govern- 
ment is  openness,  to  get  everything  out  on  the  table,  to  let  the 
people  decide.  That  is  true  of  this  committee.  There  should  not  be 
anybody  on  this  committee  that  really  does  not  want  to  try  any 
new  idea  or  any  new  approach.  We  should  just  be  trying  to  get  ev- 
erything out.  The  public's  business  must  be  made  public,  particu- 
larly after  20  years  of  carrying  on  this  debate. 

And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  your  comments  were,  I  think,  very  appro- 
priate, and  I  do  join  you  in  complimenting  our  people  working  and 
bringing  out  what  they  think  is  something  that  has  been  over- 
looked by  our  own  Department  of  Defense  and  other  agencies  in- 
volved with  this. 

But  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  explaining,  because  we  are 
just  doing  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do,  and  what  our  constitu- 
tional responsibility  does.  And  that  is  to  raise  questions  about 
DIA's  analysis  of  live  sighting  reports  and  it's  conclusion  that  none 
of  the  thousands  of  first-hand  and  hearsay  reports  has  been  of  a 
live  American  prisoner. 

These  questions  are  raised  less  than  2  weeks  after  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  declassified  three  internal  reports  that  were  criti- 
cal of  DIA's  analysis.  Those  internal  reviews  criticized  DIA's  mind- 
set to  debunk  all  information  pertaining  to  alleged  live  sighting  of 
prisoners. 

Of  course  here  is,  at  issue,  DIA's  methodology.  DIA's  method  is 
to  judge  each  report  independently.  If  the  source  can  be  proven  to 
lack  credibility  or  if  there  are  discrepancies  in  his  or  her  account, 
the  substance  of  the  account  is  deemed  invalid,  it  seems. 

Some  formally  in  DOD  and  on  this  committee  have  suggested  an 
alterative  methodology  that  can  be  more  illuminating  and  can 
better  explain  the  data.  And,  of  course,  that  is  why  we  are  here 
today. 

I  would  like  to  throw  out  an  example  to  illustrate  the  problem. 
Suppose  I  overhead  Senator  Kerry  and  Senator  Smith  tell  each 
other  that  they  saw  a  POW  on  our  trip  to  Hanoi  this  spring.  Sup- 
pose the  two  Senators  are  inaccessible  to  you.  You  must,  therefore, 
rely  upon  my  statement.  Let's  say  that  I  heard  Senator  Kerry  say 
this  at  10:00  a.m.  in  the  elevator,  yet  by  the  time  that  I  was  able  to 
recount  this  to  you,  I  mistakenly  think  that  I  heard  it  at  noon  in 
the  Senator's  dining  room. 

Now,  critics  say  that  DIA  would  do  the  following.  First,  it  would 
quickly  determine  that  Senator  Kerry  was  meeting  with  Senator 
Cheney  at  noon  that  day,  and  Senator  Smith  was  giving  a  speech. 
The  substance  of  my  report,  even  though  true,  might  be  debunked 
by  DIA  because  of  the  discrepancies  in  my  account.  The  fact  that  it 
is  hearsay  also  means  that  the  report  may  not  be  checked  out.  This 
criticism,  perhaps  valid,  perhaps  not,  is  what  we  will  explore  today. 

As  a  point  of  departure,  let  me  say  that  it  is  somehow  passing 
strange,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  out  of  thousands  of  accounts  of  seeing 
or  hearing  about  live  American  prisoners  that  not  one,  not  one  is 
deemed  valid.  Statistically — statistically  that  is  remarkable.  That 
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fact  alone  demands  scrutiny  of  the  methodology.  How  can  it  be 
that  zero — zero  out  of  thousands  of  accounts  are  false? 

Perhaps  there  is  some  underlying  motive  that  can  explain  why 
so  many  would  come  forth  and  lie.  Is  it  because  they  want  money? 
Is  it  because  they  want  safe  passage  to  the  United  States?  If  that  is 
so,  what  about  those  who  are  already  in  the  United  States  and 
those  who  do  not  want  any  money?  Is  it  because  they  are  spreading 
disinformation  for  the  Vietnamese  or  the  Lao?  If  that  were  so,  they 
would  be  shooting  themselves  in  the  foot  since  steady  progress  is 
being  made  towards  normalization. 

Whatever  the  case,  I  would  certainly  like  to  know  what  the 
grand  motivator  is  behind  all  the  lies.  Perhaps  the  answer  is  that 
there  is  no  grand  motivator.  Perhaps,  DIA  says,  it  boils  down  to  a 
case-by-case  basis.  The  problem  with  this  theory  is  that  the  real 
world  just  does  not  work  that  way.  Statistically,  that  does  not  work 
because  life  is  random. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Kerry.  Thank  you  very  much,  Senator.  Senator  Kerrey 
is  presiding  right  now.  He  will  be  returning.  Senator  McCain  has 
gone  to  a  meeting.  He  also  will  be  returning,  and  other  colleagues 
will  be  here.  A  full  set  of  the  live  sighting  files  that  are  being  used 
for  today  are  available  for  the  press  or  others  in  H-705,  which  is 
the  Hart  Building,  and  the  conference  room  of  705.  So,  the  full  set 
of  the  live  sighting  reports  are  available. 

Let  me,  before  I  introduce  General  Clapper,  say  that  as  chairman 
of  this  committee,  it  is  my  responsibility  to  guarantee,  as  best  as  I 
can,  the  integrity  of  our  approach  of  this  committee  to  this  issue.  I 
am  interested,  as  I  have  said  again  and  again  in  the  truth;  I  mean, 
not  a  shade  of  it,  not  somebody's  slant  of  it.  And  so  our  effort  today 
is  in  that  spirit.  And  I  hope  all  parties,  those  with  interest  in  the 
audience  will  understand  that,  and  those  here. 

I  welcome  this  open  opportunity  to  have  this  kind  of  vetting.  It  is 
something  that  I  have  pushed  for  since  the  first  day  that  the  com- 
mittee came  together.  And  while  I  have  objected  to  individuals  who 
make  their  own  determination  as  to  when  information  should  be 
released,  there  has  never  been  anything  but  an  effort  by  this  com- 
mittee to  vet  this  as  we  are  doing  it  here  today.  But  the  committee 
wanted  to  understand  what  it  was  we  were  dealing  with,  which  is 
why  we  have  proceeded,  I  think,  intelligently  and  in  a  way  that 
has  tried  to  bring  people  in  rather  than  create  confrontation. 

I  ask  everybody  to  approach  these  two  days  in  that  spirit  of 
trying  to  understand  this,  and  not  looking  for  scapegoats  or  creat- 
ing battles  where  we  do  not  need  to  have  them.  I  particularly  ask 
members  of  the  audience,  who  on  occasion  have  articulated  frustra- 
tion with  the  process,  that  if  you  would  help  us  in  this  process  to 
be  able  to  get  through  our  work  and  refrain  from  those  kinds  of 
demonstrations  of  anger  or  frustration,  this  process  will  have  its 
day.  And  it  will  have  its  day  better  by  our  being  able  to  work  our 
way  here. 

And  so  I  caution  people  ahead  of  time.  If  there  are  interruptions 
or  demonstrations  of  some  kind,  or  people  do  not  like  an  answer  of 
one  of  the  witnesses,  let  us  decide  where  we  are  going  to  go  next.  I 
do  not  think  we  need  coaching  or  encouragement  on  it.  I  think  that 
you  will  find  our  questions  probative  on  all  sides  of  this  ledger. 
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I  approach  this  simply  looking  for  real  answers,  not  trying  to 
construct  a  truth.  But  I  will  tell  you  that  the  balance  of  doubt,  the 
presumption,  if  you  will,  has  to  fall  in  favor  of  those  who  served 
and  who  are  listed  as  POW/MIA.  And  I  think  that  presumption  is 
one  that  most  people  in  this  country  would  accept  and  support.  So, 
it  is  up  to  us  to  analyze  what  takes  away  that  presumption. 

Now,  General  Clapper,  we  welcome  you  here  today.  We  look  for- 
ward to  your  testimony.  I  am  glad  you  can  stay  with  us  longer 
than  you  had  originally  anticipated.  And  I  gather  you  will  intro- 
duce the  panel  that  is  going  to  work  with  you  today.  And  so,  with- 
out further  ado — I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  stand  and  be  sworn,  if  I 
may. 

Would  you  raise  your  right  hand?  Do  you  swear  to  tell  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you  God. 
General  Clapper.  I  do. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  I  do. 

TESTIMONY  OF  LT.  GEN.  JAMES  R.  CLAPPER,  JR.,  USAF,  DIREC- 
TOR, DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY;  ACCOMPANIED  BY 
ROBERT  SHEETZ,  CHIEF;  GARY  SYDOW,  CHIEF,  ANALYSIS 
BRANCH;  WARREN  GRAY,  CHIEF,  CURRENT  OPERATIONS 
BRANCH;  AND  ROBERT  DeSTATTE,  SENIOR  ANALYST,  SPECIAL 
OFFICE  FOR  POW/MIA  AFFAIRS,  DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY 

Senator  Kerry.  If  you  would  identify  yourself,  please? 

General  Clapper.  Sir,  I  am  Lieutenant  General  James  Clapper, 
Director  of  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  since  18  November  of 
last  year.  With  me  is  Mr.  Bob  Sheetz,  who  is  the  Chief  of  our 
POW/MIA  Office  in  DIA,  and  other  members  of  his  staff  we  can 
introduce  later. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Senator  Smith,  distinguished  members  of  the 
committee,  in  response  to  your  invitation,  I  am  pleased  to  provide 
my  perspective  as  part  of  this  inquiry.  Accompanying  me  are  sever- 
al experts  from  DIA's  Special  Office  for  POW/MIA  Affairs  who  will 
discuss  those  cases  of  special  interest  and  other  issues  that  you  and 
other  members  of  the  committee  have  raised  in  your  27  July  letter 
of  invitation  to  me. 

Ten  days  ago,  I  had  my  first  opportunity  to  publicly  explain  my 
views  concerning  the  POW/MIA  issue  when  I  addressed  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  League  of  Families  of  American  Prisoners 
and  Missing  in  Southeast  Asia.  My  main  point  to  them  is  the  same 
I  would  make  here  today.  That  is,  I  have  always  been  deeply  con- 
cerned about  accounting  for  the  missing  and  will  ensure  that  DIA's 
efforts  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  will  not  waiver 
•   during  my  tenure  as  director. 

On  a  personal  note,  I  served  two  tours  in  the  war  in  Southeast 
Asia.  The  first  in  Vietnam  in  1965  and  1966;  the  second  in  1970 
and  1971  during  which  I  flew  73  combat  support  missions  over  Laos 
and  Cambodia  in  EC-47's.  To  my  knowledge,  I  am  the  only  DIA  di- 
rector who  actually  ever  flew  any  such  missions  over  these  two 
countries. 

I  know  of  fellow  airmen  who  were  shot  down  and  never  returned. 
I  also  ear-witnessed,  if  you  will,  by  overhearing  the  communica- 
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tions  taking  place  during  search  and  rescue  operations,  several 
heart-rending  such  evolutions,  many  of  which  were  successful  but 
some  of  which  regrettably  were  not. 

Throughout  my  intelligence  career,  I  have  followed  the  POW/ 
MIA  issue  closely,  especially  as  director  for  intelligence  at  the  U.S. 
Pacific  Command  from  1987  to  1989,  and  now,  of  course,  in  my 
present  role.  Following  my  confirmation  last  year  as  DIA  director, 
I  emphasized  the  priority  that  DIA  places  on  the  POW/MIA  issue 
by  assigning  the  agency's  special  office  for  POW/MIA  affairs  to 
report  directly  to  me.  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  professional 
competence,  dedication,  and  integrity  of  the  current  members  of 
this  office. 

POW/MIA  intelligence  investigations,  collection,  and  analysis 
comprise  one  of  DIA's  highest  priorities.  And  this  level  of  attention 
will  be  sustained.  I  would  like  to  mention  some  things  that  DIA 
has  done  briefly — mention  briefly  some  things  that  DIA  has  done 
in  the  last  year  significantly  to  expand  the  effort.  Our  Stoney 
Beach  operation  headquartered  in  Bangkok  has  grown  with  the 
opening  of  the  U.S.  POW/MIA  office  in  Hanoi.  We  now  have  live 
sighting  investigators  permanently  stationed  in  Bangkok  and 
Hanoi,  and  hope  to  have  similar  positions  filled  very  soon  in  Laos 
and  Cambodia. 

Regarding  DIA's  support  to  General  Needham's  joint  task  force,  I 
recently  signed  a  memorandum  of  understanding  with  Admiral 
Larsen,  the  Commander  and  Chief  of  the  Pacific  Command  govern- 
ing our  relationship  and  the  support  the  we  will  provide.  It  is  now 
standard  practice  for  DIA  to  send  live  sighting  investigators  out 
with  each  field  team  the  task  force  dispatches.  We  have  nearly  dou- 
bled the  size  of  our  special  office  here  in  Washington,  and  in  so 
doing  have  tripled  the  number  of  military  members  in  that  office. 

I  think  we  have  been  forthcoming  with  the  staff  of  the  commit- 
tee and  other  interested  parties  in  the  Congress,  and  have  provided 
access  to  all  DOD  intelligence  material,  maps,  locating  data,  policy 
papers,  and  other  classified  data  to  which  access  is  normally  limit- 
ed, to  include  materials  we  brought  with  us  today. 

The  end  result  of  this  effort  is  that  ever5rthing  within  DOD  that 
pertains  to  POW/MIA's  that  I  have  any  jurisdiction  over  has  been 
made  available  to  the  committee.  We  are  also  complying  with  com- 
mittee requirements  and  the  recent  executive  order  to  declassify 
all  material  on  POW/MIA's. 

I  just  returned  from  Russia,  where  I  emphasized  our  deep  inter- 
est in  the  POW/MIA  issue  during  unprecedented  discussions  with 
my  counterpart,  the  chief  of  the  GRU,  as  well  as  the  chief  of  staff 
of  the  Russian  military,  and  the  number  two  leader  of  the  former 
KGB.  In  addition,  my  chief  of  staff,  Mr.  Dennis  Clift,  is  serving 
with  Ambassador  Toon  on  the  Joint  U.S.-Russian  Commission  on 
Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action. 

My  assessment  is  that  we  have  made  progress  on  several  fronts 
this  year.  The  most  recent  was  the  successful  tracking  down,  by 
our  Stoney  Beach  team,  of  the  origin  of  the  photograph  purporting 
to  show  several  missing  Americans.  It  remains  DIA  policy  to  fol- 
lowup  on  all  leads  related  to  POW/MIA's,  even  those  suspected  to 
be  fraudulent.  We  believe  the  only  way  to  close  this  matter  success- 
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fully  is  to  thoroughly  examine  and  resolve  all  reports  of  live  sight- 
ings. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  would  tell  you  that  although  many  of  the 
highly  emotional,  contentious  issues  surrounding  the  POW's  and 
MIA's  originated  long  before  you  or  I  came  to  our  present  incum- 
bencies, I  will  certainly  not  shrink  from  my  current  responsibility 
to  act  on  behalf  of  those  still  missing.  I  will  not  betray  the  trust 
that  those  in  Congress  have  shown  in  the  intelligence  community 
over  these  many  years,  or  for  those  who  have,  for  whatever  reason, 
lost  that  trust,  I  am  committed  to  doing  all  I  can  to  restore  it.  In 
that  context,  my  focus  is  on  the  now  and  the  future. 

I  would  like  now  to  introduce  several  members  of  DIA's  Special 
Office  for  POW/MIA  affairs  who  will  explain  our  procedures  in 
this  area  and  provide  a  detailed  briefing  on  the  cases  in  which  you 
have  expressed  special  interest. 

In  addition  to  Bob  Sheetz,  Gary  Sydow,  Chief  of  the  Analysis 
Branch;  Warren  Gray,  Chief  of  our  Current  Operations;  Bob  DeS- 
tatte,  our  Senior  Analyst;  and  then  I  believe  Colonel  John  Cole  will 
be  here  tomorrow,  who  is  Chief  of  our  Stoney  Beach  project  in 
Bangkok. 

I  also  have  Major  Jeannie  Schiff,  Captain  Cynthia  Chambers, 
and  Lieutenant  Paul  Maguire.  You  remember  these  officers  are  the 
ones  who  briefed  this  committee  in  closed  session  during  early 
July.  We  have  rewritten  that  briefing  so  that  it  can  be  presented 
today  in  this  unclassified  setting. 

They  will  begin  by  providing  an  overview  of  the  all-source  intelli- 
gence system,  will  discuss  the  prioritization  of  investigations,  the 
kinds  of  information  presently  being  collected  in  Indochina,  how  it 
is  gathered,  and  finally,  and  most  important,  based  on  the  discus- 
sions thus  far  this  morning,  how  it  is  assessed. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  General  Clapper  follows:] 

Statement  of  Lt.  Gen.  James  R.  Clapper,  Jr.,  USAF,  Director,  Defense 
Intelugence  Agency 

Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished  members  of  this  Committee,  I'm  pleased  to  have 
been  invited  to  these  hearings  and  to  provide  the  Defense  Intelhgence  perspective  as 
part  of  this  continuing  inquiry  into  the  matter  of  alleged  sightings  of  American  pris- 
oners of  war  in  Indochina  subsequent  to  Operation  Homecoming.  Accompanying  me 
are  several  experts  from  DIA's  Special  Office  for  POW/MIA  Affairs  who  will  discuss 
those  cases  of  special  interest  stipulated  in  your  27  July  1992  letter  of  invitation. 

introduction 

Ten  days  ago,  I  had  my  first  opportunity  to  publicly  explain  my  views  concerning 
the  POW/MIA  issue  when  I  addressed  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  League 
of  Families  of  American  Prisoners  and  Missing  in  Southeast  Asia.  My  main  point  to 
them  is  the  same  one  I  would  make  here  today — that  is,  I  have  always  been  deeply 
concerned  about  accounting  for  the  missing,  and  will  ensure  that  DIA's  efforts  to 
achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  will  not  waiver  during  my  tenure  as  Director. 

I  served  two  tours  in  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia — the  first  in  Vietnam  in  1965  and 
1966,  and  the  second  in  1970  and  1971  during  which  I  flew  73  combat  support  mis- 
sions over  Laos  and  Cambodia  in  EC-47's.  To  my  knowledge,  I  am  the  only  DIA  Di- 
rector who  actually  flew  any  such  missions  over  these  two  countries.  I  know  of 
fellow  airmen  who  were  shot  down  and  never  returned.  I  also  "ear-witnessed"  sever- 
al heart-rending  Search  and  Rescue,  or  SAR,  missions — many  of  which  were  success- 
ful, but  some  of  which,  regrettably,  were  not.  Throughout  my  intelligence  career,  I 
have  followed  the  POW/MIA  issue  closely,  especially  as  Director  for  Intelligence  at 
the  U.S.  Pacific  Command  from  1987  to  1989,  and  now  in  my  present  role. 
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Following  my  confirmation  last  year  as  DIA  Director,  I  emphasized  the  priority 
DIA  places  on  the  POW/MIA  issue  by  assigning  the  Agency's  Special  Office  for 
POW/MIA  Affairs  to  report  directly  to  me.  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  profes- 
sional competence,  dedication,  and  integrity  of  the  members  of  this  office.  POW/ 
MIA  intelligence  investigations,  collection  and  analysis  comprise  one  of  DIA's  high- 
est priorities.  This  level  of  attention  will  be  sustained. 

EXPANDED  AGENCY  EFFORTS 

I  want  to  begin  by  outlining  some  things  DIA  has  done  in  the  last  year  to  signifi- 
cantly expand  its  POW/MIA  effort: 

Our  Stony  Beach  operation,  headquartered  in  Bangkok,  has  grown  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  U.S.  POW/MIA  Office  in  Hanoi.  We  now  have  live-sighting  investigators 
permanently  stationed  in  Bangkok  and  Hanoi,  and  hope  to  have  similar  positions 
filled  very  soon  in  Laos  and  Cambodia. 

Regarding  DIA  support  to  the  new  Joint  Task  Force/Full  Accounting,  I  recently 
signed  a  memorandum  of  understanding  with  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Pacific  Com- 
mand, governing  our  relationship  and  the  support  DIA  will  provide.  It  is  now  stand- 
ard practice  for  DIA  to  send  live-sighting  investigators  out  with  each  field  team  the 
Task  Force  dispatches. 

We  have  nearly  doubled  the  size  of  our  Special  Office  here  in  Washington  and,  in 
so  doing,  have  tripled  the  number  of  military  members  in  that  office. 

DIA  has,  I  believe,  been  extremely  forthcoming  with  the  staff  of  this  Committee, 
and  other  interested  parties  in  the  Congress,  and  has  provided  access  to  all  DoD  in- 
telligence material,  maps,  locating  data,  policy  papers  and  other  classified  data  to 
which  access  is  normally  very  limited.  The  end  result  of  this  effort  is  that  every- 
thing within  DoD  that  pertains  to  POW's/MIA's  has  been  made  available  to  this 
Committee.  We  are  also  complying  with  Committee  requirements  and  the  recent  Ex- 
ecutive Order  to  declassify  all  material  on  POW's/MIA's. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Russia  where  I  emphasized  our  deep  interest  in  the 
POW/MIA  issue  during  discussions  with  my  counterpart,  the  head  of  the  GRU,  as 
well  as  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Russian  military  and  the  number  two  head  of  the 
former  KGB.  In  addition,  the  DIA  Chief  of  Staff,  Mr.  Denis  Clift,  is  serving  with 
Ambassador  Toon  on  the  Joint  U.S.-Russian  Commission  on  Prisoners-of-War  and 
Missing-in- Action . 

My  personal  assessment  is  that  we  have  made  progress  on  a  number  of  fronts  this 
past  year.  The  most  recent  example  was  the  successful  tracking  down — by  our  Stony 
Beach  team — of  the  origin  of  a  photograph  purporting  to  show  several  missing 
Americans.  I  am  quite  comfortable  with  our  current  analytic  methodologies  and 
management  approach. 

CONCLUSION 

It  remains  DIA  policy  to  follow  up  on  all  leads  related  to  POW's/MIA's,  even 
those  suspected  to  be  fraudulent.  We  believe  the  only  way  to  close  this  matter  suc- 
cessfully is  to  thoroughly  examine  and  resolve  all  reports  of  live  sightings. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  conclusion  I  would  tell  you  that  although  many  of  the  highly 
emotional,  contentious  issues  surrounding  the  POW's  and  MIA's  originated  long 
before  you  or  I  came  to  our  present  positions,  I  will  not  shrink  from  my  current 
responsibility  to  act  on  behalf  of  those  still  missing. 

I  will  not  betray  the  trust  that  those  in  Congress  have  shown  in  the  Intelligence 
Community  these  many  years,  or,  for  those  who  may  have,  for  whatever  reason,  lost 
that  trust,  I  am  committed  to  doing  all  I  can  to  restore  it.  But  I  can't  re-do  history. 
My  focus  is  on  "now"  and  the  future.  I  pledge  DIA's  unwavering  support  for  all  ef- 
forts aimed  at  achieving  the  fullest  possible  accounting. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  DIA  BRIEFERS 

I  would  now  like  to  introduce  several  members  of  DIA's  Special  Office  for  POW/ 
MIA  Affairs  who  will  explain  our  procedures  in  this  area  and  provide  a  detailed 
briefing  on  the  cases  in  which  you  have  expressed  special  interest. 

First,  I  want  to  introduce:  Bob  Sheetz,  Chief  of  our  Special  Office;  Gary  Sydow, 
Chief  of  the  Analysis  Branch;  Warren  Gray,  Chief  of  Current  Operations;  Robert 
DeStatte,  our  Senior  Analyst;  and  Colonel  John  Cole,  Chief  of  our  Stony  Beach 
Project  in  Bangkok. 

Also,  seated  with  me  at  the  table,  are: 

Maj.  Jeannie  Schiff;  CPT  Cynthia  Chambers;  and  LT  Paul  Maguire. 
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You  might  remember  that  these  three  officers  are  the  same  ones  who  briefed  this 
Committee  in  closed  session  during  early  July.  We've  rewritten  that  classified  brief- 
ing so  it  can  be  presented  today  in  this  unclassified  setting.  They  will  begin  by  pro- 
viding an  overview  of  the  all-source  intelligence  system,  and  will  discuss  the  prioriti- 
zation of  investigations,  the  kinds  of  information  presently  being  collected  in  Indo- 
china, how  it's  gathered,  and  finally,  how  it's  assessed. 

Senator  Kerry.  Did  you  have  any  opening,  Mr.  Sheetz? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No.  I  will  have  one  tomorrow,  sir. 

Senator  Kerry.  Fine.  Let  me  invite  those  who  are  going  to  be,  at 
this  point,  part  of  the  panel — I  do  have  some  questions  for  you. 
General,  and  I  want  to  ask  them. 

Before  I  do,  I  want  to  put  this  map  and  this  concept  in  a  proper 
context  if  I  can.  Now  who,  among  our  investigators — I  just  want  to 
ask  some  sort  of  ground-setting  questions  here.  Do  you  want  to 
answer  them,  or  John  McCreary? 

John,  if  I  could  just  ask  you,  so  that  we  have  a  full  explanation 
for  everybody  of  what  is — before  you  respond,  because  I  want  you 
to  respond  to  this.  Obviously,  we  have  asked  that. 

This  is  John  McCreary,  who  is  one  of  our  staff  investigators. 
What  is  represented  on  the  map  right  now?  All  those  flags  repre- 
sent how  many  live  sighting  reports? 

Mr.  McCreary.  928  flags  are  posted  there. 

Senator  Kerry.  And  the  928  flags  that  are  posted  there  have 
been  screened  from  the  total  of  1,500,  is  that  correct? 
Mr.  McCreary.  A  total  of  15,000. 

Senator  Kerry.  15,000.  15,000  all  through  the  war,  correct,  and 
afterwards? 
Mr.  McCreary.  That  is  right. 

Senator  Kerry.  But  since  1973,  there  have  been  1,500. 
Is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  think  there  has  been — Mr.  Sheetz  knows  the 
answer  to  that. 

Senator  Kerry.  Do  you  know  that,  Mr.  Sheetz,  live  sighting  re- 
ports filed  since  Operation  Homecoming? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Roughly  1,500. 
Senator  Kerry.  1,500.  All  right. 
Mr.  McCreary.  Are  those  first-hand  live  sightings? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  First-hand. 

Senator  Kerry.  First-hand  live  sighting  reports  filed  since  1973 
Operation  Homecoming.  1,500,  correct?  The  928  that  you  have 
posted  up  here,  are  they  also  taken  from  the  15,000,  or  only  from 
the  1,500? 

Mr.  McCreary.  From  the  larger  universe. 

Senator  Kerry.  From  the  larger  universe  of  15,000. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Of  the  15,000,  if  I  can  clarify,  Mr.  Chairman 
please,  we  have  posted  215  of  that  number.  In  addition,  we  have 
posted  over  713  from  the  hearsay  batch.  So  we  have  two  categories 
of  files.  We  have  first-hand  live  sightings  and  hearsay  reports.  And 
we  have  posted  215  first-hand  live  sightings  on  the  map,  and  713 
hearsay  reports. 

Senator  Kerry.  Is  it  possible,  just  so  I  understand  the  beginning 
point  here  and  the  committee  record  is  clear — the  713  and  the  215 
represent  the  full  measure  of  flags  on  this  map? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That  is  correct,  and  they  represent  a  DIA  file. 
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Senator  Kerry.  I  understand.  All  taken  from  DIA  file. 
Mr.  McCreary.  Precisely. 

Senator  Kerry.  The  question  is,  of  the  215  first-hand  live  sight- 
ings, are  they  exclusively  from  the  post-Homecoming  period,  or  do 
they  represent  also  from  the  larger  universe? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Those  reports,  all  928  reports  have  a  date  of 
sighting  that  is  after  Homecoming. 

Senator  Kerry.  Okay.  That  is  important  to  understand.  So,  every 
flag  up  here  represents  a  sighting  date  and  time  and  place  post-Op- 
eration Homecoming? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That  is  correct. 

Senator  Kerry.  Now,  they  were  screened  in  addition  to  that,  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  total  universe  was  screened  in  addition. 

Senator  Kerry.  Can  you  just  explain  quickly  for  the  record  what 
that  screening  is? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  use  16  different  screens,  and  Senator  Smith, 
I  think,  touched  on  the  most  important  ones.  For  the  purpose  of 
posting  flags  to  the  map,  we  did  not  use  single  reports  except 
where  we  believed  that  the  resolution  of  a  single  report  seemed  un- 
likely. 

We  did  not  use  reports  of  individuals  who  returned.  We  did  not 
use  reports  of  smugglers.  We  did  not  use  reports  of  fabrications, 
after  we  examined  the  file,  we  agreed  that  DIA's  determine  of  fab- 
rications was,  in  fact,  a  legitimate  one.  Clear  and  obvious  frauds — 
we  accepted  DIA's  evaluations  of  most  of  those.  We  accepted  DIA's 
evaluations  of  specific  individuals  who  had  returned  home  in  one 
capacity  or  the  other — drug  smugglers  and  things  like  that. 

We  did  not  post  flags  for  people  who  were  not  seen  in  conditions 
of  captivity.  Reports  that  indicated  men  living  freely  were  not 
posted  to  the  flag.  Missionaries — we  accepted  DIA's  evaluation 
when  the  evidence  in  the  file  said  that  the  men  were  missionaries; 
Mennonites,  Quakers,  things  like  that.  In  total,  there  were  16  fil- 
ters. 

Senator  Kerry.  I  just  want  to  establish  that  what  is  represented 
here  is  a  much-filtered,  greatly  reduced  number.  This  is  a  refine- 
ment of  the  15,000  total  now  represented  as  928  on  the  map.  Thank 
you.  I  just  wanted  to  establish  where  we  are  beginning  with  what 
is  on  the  map  here.  And  out  of  this  map,  which  is  in  effect  repre- 
senting a  number  of  different  clusters — as  one  can  see  just  looking 
at  the  map. 

There  is  a  large  cluster  of  flags  around  Hanoi.  There  is  a  large 
cluster  of  flags  around  Son  La  or  Viengxay  in  Laos.  So,  we  have 
taken  what,  after  further  analysis  by  our  staff,  raises  the  most  sig- 
nificant questions  of  those  remaining  928  live  sighting  reports.  And 
that  is  what  we  want  to  try  to  get  into  at  this  point  in  time.  Is  that 
clear,  and  you  understand  that  Mr.  Sheetz,  and  General  Clapper? 

Before  we  start  moving  into  an  inquiry  regarding  the  first  clus- 
ter, which  will  be  Hanoi — oh,  let  me  just  also  ask  you  for  explana- 
tion. The  colors  mean  something  different,  do  they  not,  the  color  of 
flag? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  they  do. 

Senator  Kerry.  Just  if  you  could  explain  quickly  the  color. 
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Mr.  McCreary.  One  point  I  wanted  to  make,  I  forgot  to  mention, 
just  to  make  it  explicit,  reports  about  Robert  Garwood  were  not 
plotted  on  this  map.  At  the  time  we  did  this  map,  we  accepted 
DIA's  judgment  about  resolution  of  sightings  of  that  genre. 

Senator  Kerry.  And  there  were  some  300  or  so  reports  referring 
to  Robert  Garwood,  correct? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That  is  right. 

Senator  Kerry.  Those  300  reports  

Mr.  McCreary.  They  are  not  reflected  on  this. 

Senator  Kerry.  Fair  enough. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Now,  the  colors.  The  colors  represent  decades  of 
sightings  for  ease  of  reference.  Blue  represents  sightings  where  the 
date  of  the  sighting  is  the  decade  of  the  1970's,  but  after  Homecom- 
ing. The  red  flags  are  sightings  in  the  1980's  and  the  1990's.  The 
yellow  flags  are  flags  where  sighting  is  imprecise  as  to  date,  or  the 
information  is  imprecise  as  to  date  but  is  after  Homecoming. 

Senator  Kerry.  And  those  are  the  only  three  colors? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Those  are  the  only  three  colors.  There  are  differ- 
ent shaped  flags  for  hearsay  reports  and  for  first-hand  live  sight- 
ings, but  that  is  something  that  is  difficult  to  see  from  a  distance. 

Senator  Kerry.  Okay.  Fair  enough.  We  will  get  into  the  detail  of 
what  kind  of  report  made  of  a  particular  cluster  as  we  look  analyti- 
cally at  the  substance  of  those  reports. 

Now,  General,  let  me  just  ask  you  a  few  broader  questions  first, 
if  I  can.  You  noted  that  you  cannot  redo  history  here,  and  it  is  im- 
portant, obviously,  as  we  try  to  look  at  some  of  the  internal  criti- 
cisms made  of  DIA. 

You  know,  I  say  at  the  outset,  they  were  not  on  your  watch.  You 
were  only  on  this  for  the  last  year,  and  I  understand  that.  But  I 
would  take  it  that  you  have  reviewed  the  Gaines  report,  Tighe 
report,  and  so  forth.  Is  that  fair? 

General  Clapper.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Senator  Kerry.  Have  you  found  it  necessary  to  take  any  correc- 
tive action  at  this  point,  or  to  change  the  process  or  approach? 

General  Clapper.  Sir,  I  think  that  many  of  the  corrective  actions 
that  were  indicated  or  implied  in  both  those  reports  have  been 
taken,  and  were  underway — had  been  taken  before  I  arrived  on  the 
scene  at  DIA.  What  I  have  attempted  to  do  is  just  to  further  rein- 
force those  findings  and  to  try  to  correct  additional  shortcomings 
by  ensuring  we  had  additional  personnel  where  required,  moving 
the  POW/MIA  office  into  better  working  conditions,  and  doing 
whatever  else  I  could  to  facilitate  the  effort,  given  the  contentious- 
ness and  emotional  nature  of  the  issue. 

I  think,  by  and  large,  many  of  the  corrective  actions  were  al- 
ready undertaken.  Colonel  Gaines,  for  example,  was  subsequently 
put  in  charge  of  the  office  after  he  wrote  it.  So  he  had  his  own — 
seemingly  his  own  agenda  to  fix.  As  best  as  I  can  tell,  many  of 
those  actions  were  apparently  taken. 

Similarly,  I  think  if  you  read  the  whole  context  of  the  Tighe 
report,  to  include  some  exceptions  that  were  taken  to  it  by  two  of 
the  panel  members,  again  I  think  it's  a  question  of  putting  every- 
thing into  historical  context.  But  the  bottom  line  is,  in  my  view, 
that  I  think  that  many  of  the  corrective  actions  that  were  indicated 
have  been  taken. 
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Senator  Kerry.  Now,  since  1980,  there  were  121  first-  hand  live 
sighting  reports  in  1980.  The  date  of  sightings  we  have  broken 
down.  There  were  15  in  1973,  101  between  1974  and  1979.  And 
there  were  five  between  1980  and  1992.  Only  3  of  the  121  remain 
unresolved,  so  you  have  resolved  118  of  those. 

Likewise,  in  1981  there  were  100  first-hand  live  sighting  reports, 
78  of  which  the  date  of  sighting  was  from  1974  to  1979.  Of  those, 
only  1  remains  unresolved,  so  99  have  been  resolved.  In  1982,  there 
were  78  first-hand  live  sighting  reports.  There  were  18  in  1973.  44 
between  1974  and  1979,  16  between  1980  and  1992.  All  78  have 
been  resolved. 

Likewise,  for  the  next  successive  years,  1983,  1984,  1985,  there 
were  106,  117,  and  116.  All  of  them  have  been  resolved  with  the 
exception  of  one  in  1985.  Now,  I  could  go  through  all  the  way  up  to 
1992,  and  indeed,  we  are  going  to  at  some  point  in  these  hearings 
later  on.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  detail  on  this  now.  But,  most  of 
these  live  sighting  reports  during  the  1980's  and  1990's  are  re- 
solved. 

The  bulk  that  are  not  resolved  are  the  most  recent  ones.  In  1989, 
you  have  15  unresolved  out  of  149.  In  1990,  you  have  16  unresolved 
out  of  132.  You  have  28  unresolved  out  of  92  for  1991.  And  in  1992, 
you  had  46  first-hand  reports,  30  of  which  remain  unresolved. 

I  would  think  that,  given  the  nature  of  prioritization  and  the  in- 
creased access  in  Vietnam,  that  a  live  sighting  report  rendered  in 
the  year  1991  or  1992  would  be  the  highest  order  of  priority  and 
the  fastest  resolved.  Can  you  help  me  understand  why  the  bulk  of 
those  remain  unresolved? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  I  could.  Senator,  we  do  have  a  new  process,  as  you 
well  know  having  travelled  to  Vietnam  just  a  couple  months  ago 
yourself.  We  do  have  a  process  in  place  where  we  can  send  cases 
out  there  for  our  live  sighting  investigators  to  investigate. 

But  before  we  send  those  cases  out  there,  we  want  to  give  a  very 
quick,  thorough  analysis  of  the  case,  match  it  up  with  whatever 
data  we  hold  in  our  files,  present  the  live  sighting  investigator  with 
a  complete  package  to  go  out  into  the  field  with  not  only  informa- 
tion on  the  particular  sighting,  but  now  we're  also  sending  out, 
along  with  that  sighting  package,  all  other  previously  closed  live 
sighting  reports  and  hearsay  reports  that  are  in  that  same  immedi- 
ate geographic  area. 

We're  continually  refining  the  process.  I,  too,  am  desirous  of 
having  it  sped  up,  but  we  can  only  work  it  as  fast  as  we  can  get  the 
reports  in  here,  analyze  them,  and  get  them  back  out. 

Senator  Kerry.  I  understand  that,  Mr.  Sheetz,  but  I'm  troubled 
by  it.  I  mean,  I  have  to  tell  you  that — 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  if  I  could  just  sort  of  walk  through  one.  A 
source  in  a  refugee  camp;  just  got  into  the  camp.  We  have  arrange- 
ments with  the  U.N.  people  who  administer  the  camps  and  in  Thai- 
land with  Thai  officials  that  we  screen  the  people  as  they  arrive. 

And  if  they  have  information  about  any  American  POW's  or 
MIA's  from  the  war,  we'll  send  one  of  our  investigators  up  from 
Bangkok  immediately  and  investigate  that  report;  take  the  infor- 
mation. Then  we  do  an  analytic  evaluation. 

Many  times,  because  the  initial  contact  with  that  source — our 
field  collector  was  not  privy  to  all  the  information  we  have  about  a 
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particular  geographic  area  in  Vietnam,  may  not  be  aware  of  all  the 
subtleties  surrounding  that  report,  we've  got  to  go  back  to  the 
source  in  some  circumstances  to  sharpen  up  the  original  reporting. 
We  do  that  through  what  we  call  a  source-directed  requirement,  or 
SDR.  It  takes  a  couple  of  months  for  that  process  to  work. 

I  guess  we  balance  off  the  need  for  thoroughness  and  complete- 
ness and  accuracy  against  the  risk  that  we  would  take  in  going  off 
half-cocked  with  half-developed  or  poorly  developed  information  in 
a  live  sighting  report. 

And  the  reason  I  raise  that  is  the  Vietnamese,  while  they  say 
good  things  to  you  and  Senator  Smith  while  you  were  over  there, 
and  to  Secretary  Solomon,  in  actual  practice  we  have  great  difficul- 
ty working  with  our  counterparts  in  scheduling  live  sighting  inves- 
tigations. And  they  will  tell  us  that  the  information  that  you're 
bringing  to  us  is  preposterous. 

And  after  we  do,  indeed,  finally  go  out  there  and,  in  cases  so  far, 
we  don't  find  a  live  American,  they  say,  see,  we  told  you  so,  this  is 
ridiculous  information. 

Senator  Kerry.  Now,  let  us  deal  with  reality  here  for  a  moment, 
because  it  is  important  to  put  these  in  their  context.  In  1991,  you 
got  92  live  sighting  reports.  12  of  those,  however,  referred  to  a 
sighting  of  somebody  back  in  1973,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Kerry.  55  of  them  referred  to  a  sighting  of  somebody  in 
1974  to  1979.  So,  while  you  get  a  report  in  1991,  the  report  is  as  to 
a  place  in  time  15  years  ago  or  more,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Kerry.  Hardly  likely  that  in  many  cases  that  you  go  to 
that  place  and  you  find  the  same  person  in  the  same  place  that 
they  were  reported  to  have  been  in  15  years  ago,  I  would  assume. 
Only  25  of  the  reports  in  1991  were  as  to  people  between  1980  and 
1992.  Is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Kerry.  Now,  how  many  of  those  reports,  those  25,  would 
have  been  as  to  somebody  being  seen  in  real  time,  in  now  time,  i.e. 
in  1990,  1991,  1992.  Do  you  know? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  don't  have  that  number  off  the  top  of  my  head. 

Senator  Kerry.  Are  there  some? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  the  most  recent  sighting  that  we  have  right 
now  is  approximately — it  purports  to  be  approximately  6  to  8 
months  old.  So,  there  is  a  time  lag. 

Senator  Kerry.  Now,  has  that  been  checked  out?  Would  a  recent 
sighting  get  greater  priority  than  earlier  ones? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  As  soon  as  we  have  a  complete  package  to  send  out 
to  the  live  sighting  investigators  we  send  it  out.  And,  certainly,  a 
report  that  we  think  has  credence,  a  current  report  would  get  pri- 
ority treatment.  But  the  notion  is  that  we  give  them  all  priority 
treatment. 

Senator  Kerry.  We  are  going  to  come  back  to  this.  This  is  a  little 
bit  aside  from  the  cluster  piece  we  want  to  start  with,  but  I  did 
want  to  try  to  get  at  that,  and  it  is  one  of  the  areas  that  we  have 
got  to  look  at  the  course  of  these  two  days. 

Let  me  let  you  now  begin.  You  have  a  presentation,  do  you  not, 
with  respect  to  the  framework  that's  been  set  out?  I  would  like  to 
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allow  you  your  opportunity  to  give  us  that  presentation,  and  then 
we  will  begin  a  process  of  inquiry.  Let  me  ask  if  Senator  Daschle 
has  any  opening  comment? 

Senator  Daschle.  No  opening  comments,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Kerry.  Thank  you.  Senator. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Fm  going  to  slide  to  the  end  and  bring  out  three 
briefers  up  here. 

Senator  Kerry.  I  would  just  like  to  ask  each  of  you,  why  do  you 
not  remain  standing  and  I  will  swear  all  of  you  in.  Could  you  raise 
your  right  hands,  please?  Do  you  swear  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you  God? 

Major  ScHiFF.  I  do. 

Captain  Chambers.  I  do. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes. 

Senator  Kerry.  Would  you  each  identify  yourselves  for  the 
record? 

Major  ScHiFF.  I  am  Major  Jeannie  Schiff,  U.S.  Air  Force. 
Captain  Chambers.  Captain  Cynthia  Chambers,  U.S.  Army. 
Lieutenant  Maguire.  Lieutenant  Paul  Maguire,  U.S.  Navy. 
Senator  Kerry.  Thank  you  all  very  much  for  joining  us,  and  Mr. 
Sheetz,  it  is  your  show.  Why  do  you  not  take  off? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Major  Schiff  is  our  first  briefer. 
[The  information  follows:] 

The  Defense  Intelligence  Agency's  Briefing  to  the  Senate  Select  Committee 
ON  POWs  AND  MIAs,  August  4,  1992 

VGi:  title  sude 

Major  Schiff.  Good  morning  Mr.  Chairman,  good  morning  Senators,  ladies  and 
gentleman. 

VG2:  PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  this  briefing  is  to  describe  the  U.S.  Government's  All-source  intel- 
ligence collection  and  analysis  effort  on  the  live  prisoner  issue,  and  to  outline  what 
the  intelligence  has  to  say  about  the  possibility  that  American  prisoners  of  war 
remain  behind  in  Southeast  Asia. 

VG3:  USG  POSITION 

As  you  are  aware,  the  U.S.  Government  position  is:  While  there  is  no  information 
to  confirm  that  Americans  are  still  detained  in  Southeast  Asia,  the  possibility 
cannot  be  ruled  out.  Because  the  U.S.  Government  cannot  rule  out  the  possibility, 
the  Department  of  Defense  continues  to  aggressively  investigate  this  issue. 

VG4:  highughted  overview 

This  briefing  will  cover  the  areas  shown  here  and  will  provide  you  with  a  compre- 
hensive overview  of  our  effort. 

VG5:  defense  intelligence  agency  history 

Within  the  U.S.  Government,  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  (DIA)  has  the  exec- 
utive responsibility  to  pursue  intelligence  on  the  POW  issue.  Our  agency  has 
worked  this  issue  since  1964  and  continues  to  do  so  today,  using  every  available 
means  of  intelligence  collection.  We  assess  each  report  or  piece  of  intelligence  on  a 
case-by-case  basis  and  we  compare  it  to  all  the  other  information  we  have.  Our  work 
is  routinely  reviewed  within  our  own  agency,  by  other  intelligence  agencies,  by 
policy  makers,  and  by  congressional  oversight  committees,  including  this  committee. 
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VG6:  ALL-SOURCE  INTELLIGENCE 

This  briefing  will  demonstrate  why  professional  intelligence  analysis  on  this  issue 
is  much  more  complex  than  it  may  appear.  Specifically,  we  want  to  illustrate  that 
drawing  conclusions  from  single  sources  or  reports — particulary  when  far  more  in- 
formation is  available — is  both  misleading  and  misdirected.  DIA  uses  an  all-source 
approach  to  investigate  and  evaluate  all  information.  This  means  that  we  use  every 
scrap  of  information  we  can  collect.  This  comprehensive  approach  is  the  only  realis- 
tic way  to  go. 

VG7:  INTELLIGENCE  DISCIPLINES 

The  sources  of  intelligence  we  use  include: 

Human  intelligence,  or  information  supplied  by  people,  such  as  refugees,  business- 
men, journalists,  and  diplomats.  Indochinese  historical  records,  and  political  docu- 
ments also  fall  into  this  category. 

Signals  intelligence,  or  information  obtained  from  communications  intercepts. 
This  type  of  intelligence  was  useful  during  the  war  to  identify  crash  sites  and  track 
the  movement  of  U.S.  prisoners. 

And,  imagery  intelligence,  or  intelligence  from  photography.  As  you  will  see,  im- 
agery can  be  used  to  confirm  the  accuracy  of  human  source  reporting. 

Now  let  me  give  you  a  real  example  of  how  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  ap- 
plies an  all-source  approach  to  analysis  of  a  single  report. 

VG8:  QUYET  TIEN  MAP 

In  1979,  we  received  information  from  a  source  who  said  he  saw  50  U.S.  POWs 
between  1973  and  1978  while  he  was  held  in  the  Quyet  Tien  Reeducation  Camp  near 
the  China  border. 

VG9:  WORD  SLIDE,  EXAMPLE  ALL-SOURCE  INTELLIGENCE  ANALYSIS:  REPORT  OF  50  U.S. 
POWS  IN  QUYET  TIEN  REEDUCATION  CAMP  IN  1973-1978 

Reports  like  this  one,  where  the  sources  describe  seeing  POWs  with  their  own 
eyes,  are  categorized  as  firsthand  live  sightings — they  receive  our  highest  priority 
for  further  investigation. 

We  used  all-source  analysis  to  investigate  this  report.  We  looked  at  photography 
to  see  if  there  was  a  camp  in  the  area  the  source  described,  and  there  was.  However, 
the  photography  showed  that  during  the  time  the  source  said  he  saw  U.S.  POWs  in 
this  camp,  the  gates  were  wide  open.  In  fact,  it  was  not  being  used  as  a  prison  at  all. 
Through  other  sources,  we  learned  that  it  was  being  used  as  a  military  supply  sta- 
tion. However,  to  be  certain  that  no  POWs  had  ever  been  held  in  this  camp,  we  lo- 
cated former  inmates  to  ask  if  they  knew  of  any  Americans  held  there.  These  people 
all  denied  that  any  Americans  had  ever  been  held  in  this  camp.  But  we  didn't  end 
our  investigation  there. 

VGIO:  CAMP  SKETCH 

We  asked  all  of  our  sources  to  draw  a  map  of  the  camp  so  we  could  compare  their 
sketches  with  our  photography.  Each  of  the  former  inmates  that  we  had  located 
from  this  camp  provided  accurate  sketches — one  of  which  you  see  here.  In  fact,  the 
only  person  whose  sketch  of  the  camp  was  not  accurate  was  the  original  source  who 
claimed  he  saw  50  U.S.  POWs  in  the  camp. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is  this:  Relying  on  only  one  source  of  information  would 
have  led  us  to  believe  that  there  were  U.S.  POWs  in  this  camp.  Taking  a  multiple 
source  approach  convinced  us  that  this  was  obviously  not  the  case.  The  U.S.  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  take  any  measures  necessary  to  rescue  American  POWs  from 
captivity.  However,  to  recommend  launching  a  rescue  operation  based  solely  on  one 
source's  information  could  have  had  serious  consequences. 

VGll:  ALL-SOURCE  COORDINATION 

Another  facet  of  an  all-source  approach  requires  coordination  with  other  Govern- 
ment agencies.  Let  me  tell  you  about  another  case  in  which  information  provided  by 
other  agencies  helped  resolve  several  sightings. 

VG12:  MAP  OF  RACH  GIA 

In  1987,  we  received  information  from  one  of  these  agencies  that  the  Vietnamese 
had  arrested  an  American  on  a  boat  in  the  Gulf  of  Thailand.  Within  a  few  months 


60-642  -  93  -  2 


30 


we  began  receiving  refugee  reports  that  a  blonde  or  brown  haired  American  was 
being  held  in  the  prison  at  Rach  Gia. 

VG13:  SKETCH  OF  RACH  GIA 

We  are  very  familiar  with  this  prison.  The  sketch  you  see  here  is  from  a  former 
inmate.  Our  prison  database  contains  numerous  reports  on  Rach  Gia.  We  have  pho- 
tography, and  we  know  how  the  prison  has  been  used  over  time.  Our  prison  data- 
base also  contains  interviews  with  private  American  citizens  who  were  held  in  Rach 
Gia  during  the  post  war  period  for  violations  of  Vietnamese  law. 

It  was  clear  that  the  man  arrested  in  1987  was  not  a  U.S.  POW,  but  we  continued 
to  collect  information  on  this  case  for  two  important  reasons.  First,  as  the  U.S.  Gov- 
ernment's expert  on  Indochinese  prison  systems,  we  routinely  study  the  handling  of 
all  foreign  prisoners  in  order  to  gain  insight  on  how  potential  U.S.  POWs  might  be 
handled.  Second,  we  collected  information  on  this  case  because  we  had  begun  to  re- 
ceive reports  of  an  American  prisoner  in  Rach  Gia.  Since  we  are  in  the  business  of 
looking  for  U.S.  prisoners  of  war,  we  take  all  such  reports  very  seriously. 

The  bottom  line,  of  course,  is  that  this  man  was  not  a  U.S.  POW.  In  fact,  we 
learned  from  other  agencies  that  he  was  allegedly  involved  in  drug-trafficking  and 
may  have  fled  the  U.S.  to  avoid  criminal  prosecution.  The  point  here  is  that,  within 
a  few  weeks  of  the  time  a  westerner  showed  up  in  a  maximum  security  prison  in 
Indochina,  we  knew  he  was  there. 

VG14:  COLLECTION  AND  INVESTIGATION 

The  two  examples  I've  shared  with  you  demonstrate  why  it  is  critical  to  apply  an 
all-source  approach  to  analysis  of  any  single  piece  of  intelligence.  Of  course,  all- 
source  analysis  is  only  as  good  as  the  intelligence  on  which  it  is  based.  For  this 
reason,  the  U.S.  Government's  intelligence  collection  capability  on  the  POW-MIA 
issue  is  continually  being  improved. 

VG15:  LIVE-SIGHTING  INVESTIGATIONS 

One  of  our  newest  programs  involves  sending  investigation  teams  to  the  countries 
of  Indochina  to  look  into  reported  sightings  of  U.S.  POWs.  For  the  first  time  since 
the  end  of  the  war,  the  Indochinese  governments  have  permitted  U.S.  investigators 
to  visit  areas  where  we  have  had  reports  of  live  American  POWs,  and  to  interview 
local  sources  to  corroborate  original  reports. 

VG16:  CAY  CAY  MAP 

For  example,  this  past  spring  our  investigator  visited  the  remote  Cay  Cay  reedu- 
cation camp  in  a  forest  in  Tay  Ninh  province  where  three  sources  had  reported  that 
in  1987,  they  saw  a  black  American  prisoner.  Sources  stated  that  he  was  sometimes 
seen  chained  to  a  log  or  tending  buffalo. 

VG17:  MAN  FROM  CAY  CAY 

Our  investigator  located  the  camp  and  interviewed  the  man  you  see  here.  Born  of 
a  French-Cameroon  father  and  a  Vietnamese  mother,  he  was  serving  time  in  the 
reeducation  camp  on  criminal  charges  and  was  employed  clearing  forests.  His  work 
required  him  to  chain  logs  to  buffalo  carts  and  he  routinely  carried  the  chains  over 
his  shoulders.  Again,  as  our  investigation  showed,  this  man  was  not  a  U.S.  POW. 

VG18:  MAP  OF  COMPLETED  LSI  LOCATIONS 

Although  this  in-country  investigation  program  has  only  been  in  operation  a  few 
months,  you  can  see  that  we  have  covered  targets  all  over  Indochina.  We've  been  to 
Dien  Bien  Phu,  Son  La,  Cao  Bang,  and  multiple  targets  in  Hanoi.  Our  investigator 
has  methodically  searched  every  single  street  and  alley  in  Hanoi.  We've  sent  inves- 
tigators up  and  down  Provincial  Route  19  in  Lam  Dong  Province  looking  for  an 
American  said  to  be  selling  firewood  at  a  local  market.  We've  had  people  looking  in 
Ben  Tre  City  for  an  alleged  American  POW  said  to  be  collecting  garbage  there  in 
1990.  We've  been  to  Saang  Prison  in  Cambodia  and  to  the  Tchepone  area  in  Laos  to 
check  out  a  photograph  alleged  to  be  MIA  Daniel  Borah. 
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VG19:  MAP  OF  JOINT  FIELD  AND  LSI  AREAS 

Joint  task  force  teams  have  visited  the  areas  highlighted  here.  We  also  have  mul- 
tiple source  reporting  which  covers  all  of  Indochina.  However,  so  far,  we  have  not 
found  any  U.S.  prisoners  of  war. 

Since,  thus  far,  I've  illustrated  our  all-source  approach  with  examples  from  Viet- 
nam, I'd  like  to  now  turn  to  Laos  to  clear  up  some  commonly-held  misconceptions 
about  the  POW  situation  in  that  country. 

VG20:  LAOS,  A  BLACK  HOLE 

To  begin  with,  I  can  tell  you  that  Laos  is  not  the  black  hole  some  believe  it  to  be. 
People  who  think  otherwise  point  to  the  difference  between  the  small  number  of 
prisoners  who  returned  from  Laos  and  the  far  greater  number  who  returned  from 
North  Vietnam.  But  as  I  will  show  you,  this  is  comparing  apples  with  oranges. 

VG21:  LAOS  BAR  GRAPH 

What  you  see  here  is  a  bar  graph  showing  what  happened  to  airmen  shot  down  in 
South  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  North  Vietnam.  A  comparison  of  air  losses  is  relevant 
because  90  percent  of  our  losses  in  Laos  were  aviators.  On  the  graph,  the  red  shows 
the  percentage  of  airmen  rescued,  the  blue  shows  the  percentage  captured  and  re- 
turned, and  the  yellow  shows  the  percentage  who  are  still  unaccounted  for. 

As  you  can  see,  Laos  and  South  Vietnam  are  very  similar.  A  large  portion  of 
downed  airmen  were  rescued  in  both  countries.  The  small  portion  captured  is  rela- 
tively equal. 

The  real  exception  here  is  North  Vietnam.  North  Vietnam  is  different  because 
intense  air  defenses  made  it  very  difficult  to  rescue  downed  aircrews.  Since  fewer 
men  could  be  rescued,  more  of  our  airmen  were  captured,  and  later  more  were  re- 
turned from  North  Vietnam. 

By  the  same  token,  because  search  and  rescue  operations  in  Laos  and  South  Viet- 
nam were  more  effective,  more  downed  airmen  were  rescued,  and  fewer  became 
prisoners. 

VG22:  MAP  OF  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL 

Others  who  say  that  Laos  is  a  special  case  cite  a  second  reason  for  their  belief. 
They  say  that  because  the  Lao  Government  did  not  sign  the  Paris  Peace  Agree- 
ments, it  did  not  return  prisoners  at  the  time  of  operation  homecoming.  This  belief 
is  based  on  a  fundamental  misunderstanding  of  who  controlled  the  territory  where 
most  of  our  losses  in  Laos  occurred. 

The  dots  on  this  map  show  all  of  our  losses.  The  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail  network  is 
shown  by  these  black  lines.  Notice  that  most  of  the  trail  is  well  within  Laos.  This 
area  was  totally  controlled  by  the  Vietnamese.  Almost  85  percent  of  U.S.  personnel 
lost  in  Laos  were  lost  in  this  area. 

Our  intelligence  indicates  that  U.S.  POWs  captured  in  North  Vietnamese-occu- 
pied areas  of  Laos,  remained  under  Hanoi's  control.  In  Laos,  as  in  South  Vietnam, 
most  U.S.  prisoners  held  by  the  North  Vietnamese,  were  eventually  moved  to  pris- 
ons in  North  Vietnam. 

When  looking  at  Laos  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  we  find  that  very  few  missing  men 
would  have  become  prisoners  of  the  Pathet  Lao.  Almost  everyone  lost,  was  lost  in 
an  area  under  North  Vietnamese  control. 

VG23:  LAOS:  NOT  A  SPECIAL  CASE 

The  odds  for  returning  home  were  better  in  Laos  than  in  North  Vietnam.  The 
odds  for  capture  were  very  similar  to  South  Vietnam.  In  the  final  analysis,  there 
are  no  compelling  reasons  to  believe  that  substantial  numbers  of  aviators  were  cap- 
tured and  retained  by  the  Pathet  Lao.  The  bottom  line  is  that  Laos  is  not  the  MIA/ 
POW  black  hole  it  has  been  depicted  to  be. 

VG24:  TRAFFIC  SLIDE 

Having  briefed  you  on  our  all-source  analytical  approach,  I  will  now  turn  the  dis- 
cussion over  to  Captain  Chambers  who  will  talk  about  U.S.  losses  in  Indochina  and 
discuss  our  best  candidates  for  possible  POWs  if  any,  in  fact,  were  held  past  the 
time  of  operation  homecoming.  Captain  Chambers. 

Captain  Chambers.  The  idea  that  live  American  prisoners  could  have  been  left 
behind  in  Indochina  after  the  war  continues  to  haunt  the  American  consciousness. 
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Currently,  there  are  2,266  Americans  who  are  unaccounted-for  from  the  Vietnam 
War.  When  we  say  unaccounted  for,  we  include  all  those  whose  fate  is  still  un- 
known as  well  as  those  who  are  known  to  be  dead,  but  whose  remains  have  not  yet 
been  recovered. 

VG25:  PRESSING  FOR  ANSWERS 

The  difficult  task  of  identifying  who  might  have  survived  and  remained  a  prisoner 
after  the  war,  began  even  before  prisoners  were  released  during  Operation  Home- 
coming in  1973  and  it  continues  today.  After  1975,  when  our  access  to  Indochina 
abruptly  declined,  we  continued  to  press  the  Indochinese  Governments  to  give  us 
answers  about  our  missing.  In  some  cases,  the  known  circumstances  of  an  individ- 
ual's loss  made  it  clear  that  the  Indochinese  Governments  had  knowledge  about 
these  people  that  they  had  not  yet  shared. 

VG26:  RON  DODGE 

Knowledge  of  the  fate  of  men  like  Ron  Dodge,  who  did  not  return  during  Oper- 
ation Homecoming  but  whose  photo  in  captivity  appeared  in  the  September  1967 
issue  of  Paris  Match.  CDR.  Dodge's  remains  were  returned  by  the  Vietnamese  four- 
teen years  later  in  July  1981,  but  no  explanation  regarding  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  was  provided.  Our  Government's  demand  for  an  explanation  was  deemed  a 
"Hostile  Act"  by  the  Government  in  Hanoi.  Vietnam's  refusal  to  provide  informa- 
tion about  this  man  is  typical.  Again  and  again  we  have  pressed  the  governments  of 
Indochina  for  information  on  all  of  our  missing  without  results.  Over  time,  some- 
times an  unbearably  long  time,  we  were  able  to  obtain  some  answers.  Regrettably, 
these  answers  have  not  yet  led  to  a  live  American  but  only  to  the  resolution  of  cases 
by  the  return  of  remains. 

VG27:  JTF-FA  INVESTIGATION  (WORDS) 

In  1988,  the  U.S.  Government  began  investigating  the  cases  of  those  individuals 
who  had  the  best  chance  for  survival.  These  investigations,  which  are  underway  as 
we  speak,  are  carried  out  by  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting. 

VG28:  JT  INVESTIGATION  (PHOTO) 

The  investigators,  like  the  one  pictured  here,  start  at  the  point  on  the  ground  in 
Indochina  where  individuals  were  last  known  to  be  alive,  and  track  them  until  we 
are  able  to  confirm  their  fate.  This  approach  requires  identifying  which  of  our  miss- 
ing Americans  could  have  survived. 

VG29:  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  MAP 

This  computer  generated  map  shows  the  loss  locations  of  all  Americans  who  are 
still  unaccounted  for  in  Indochina.  Those  killed-in-action  are  represented  by  the 
blue  dots — missing-in-action  are  in  red.  The  distinction  between  killed-in-action  and 
missing-in-action  is  critically  important. 

VG30:  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  (NUMBERS) 

Of  the  total  2,166  unaccounted  for  Americans,  1,095  were  killed-in-action — leaving 
1,171  Americans  missing-in-action.  Let  me  explain  how  we  arrive  at  these  numbers. 

Based  on  the  circumstances  surrounding  their  loss  incidents,  the  Services  declared 
these  1,095  individuals  dead  at  the  time  they  were  lost.  A  large  number  of  these 
were  over  water  cases  where  aircraft  crew  members  were  not  recoverable  even  at 
the  time  of  loss.  Similarly,  on  land,  battlefield  conditions  or  the  circumstances  of 
loss  often  prevented  recovery  of  remains. 

The  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  reviewed  all  2,266  cases  to  identify  those  people 
who  had  the  best  chance  for  survival.  Our  analysis  indicated  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, if  a  live  POW  was  held  after  Operation  Homecoming,  he  would  not  have  come 
from  among  those  people  declared  killed-in-action  by  the  Services.  This  leaves  1,171 
individuals  whom  the  Services  declared  missing-in-action. 

VG3l:  RANGE  OF  LOSS 

However,  our  investigation  of  their  loss  incidents  reveals  that  not  all  1,171  are 
likely  candidates  for  survival.  Shown  here  is  the  range  of  loss  circumstances  for 
those  listed  as  missing-in-action. 
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First  and  foremost  are  the  people  we  call  "last  known  alive."  I  will  expand  on  this 
category  shortly. 

Although  alive,  some  of  these  servicemen  are  known  to  have  been  gravely  wound- 
ed with  little  chance  of  survival. 

We  also  have  cases  where  information  on  an  individual's  fate  is  mixed  or  evidence 
of  their  fate  is  lacking.  For  example,  off-the-radar  scope  cases,  those  cases  where  air- 
craft simply  disappeared  into  a  cloudbank,  are  in  these  categories.  These  are  the 
most  difficult  cases  because  it  is  almost  impossible  to  know  where  to  begin  an  inves- 
tigation unless  more  information  becomes  available. 

In  some  of  the  1,171  cases,  we  know  the  individual  didn't  survive  even  though  he 
wasn't  declared  killed-in-action  by  his  commander.  There  are  cases  where  all  identi- 
fiable traces  of  an  individual  were  eliminated  by  the  sheer  force  of  an  explosion. 
Finally,  there  are  those  who  are  known  to  have  died  in  captivity. 

VG32:  LAST  KNOWN  ALIVE  DEFINITION 

To  identify  those  people  who  could  have  survived  and  become  POWs,  the  U.S. 
Government  established  a  definition  of  "last  known  alive"  cases  which  is  shown 
here.  A  review  of  all  cases  determined  which  individuals  met  the  "last  known  alive" 
criteria.  Their  cases  are  among  those  designated  as  the  highest  priority  for  investi- 
gation. 

VG33:  DONALD  SPARKS 

Private  First  Class  Donald  Sparks  is  one  of  the  individuals  who  was  "last  known 
alive"  he  was  captured  during  a  firefight  on  June  17,  1969.  We  have  letters  which 
PFC  Sparks  wrote  describing  his  foot  wound  and  his  first  10-months  of  captivity.  We 
also  have  reports  from  released  POWs  that  their  prison  camp  guard  mentioned  a 
prisoner  named  "Don"  whose  foot  was  healing.  We  don't  know  what  happened  to 
Donald  Sparks.  Those  answers  are  held  by  the  Indochinese  Governments. 

VG34:  PRIORITY  CASES  (MAP) 

As  shown  here,  the  269  individuals  for  priority  investigation  are  drawn  from  Viet- 
nam, Laos,  and  Cambodia,  and  have  been  the  focus  of  our  field  investigations  that 
began  in  Vietnam  in  September  1988.  As  opportunities  have  presented  themselves, 
the  investigations  have  expanded  into  Laos  and  Cambodia. 

VG35:  PRIORITY  CASES  (MATH) 

However,  not  all  269  individuals  are  likely  candidates  for  survival  and  possible 
captivity.  Based  on  our  field  activities  in  Vietnam,  61  of  these  people  are  known  to 
have  died. 

An  additional  78  cannot  be  considered  as  possible  POW  candidates  for  one  of  the 
following  reasons. 

(1)  They  are  known  to  have  died  but  happened  to  have  been  lost  in  the  same  inci- 
dent with  a  "last  known  alive"  person; 

(2)  They  are  known  to  have  died  in  captivity  but  are  incorporated  as  priority  cases 
because,  at  one  time,  they  were  carried  by  their  respective  services  as  a  "POW;"  or 

(3)  They  do  not  meet  the  criteria  for  a  last  known  alive  designation,  but  are  in- 
cluded as  discrepancy  cases  because  we  believe  the  Indochinese  Governments  are 
withholding  information  concerning  their  fate. 

And  finally,  there  are  remains  still  under  analysis  at  the  Central  Identification 
Laboratory  in  Hawaii  that  we  expect  will  lower  this  number  further  once  they  are 
identified.  There  are  also  several  cases  where  we  have  information  that  points 
strongly,  but  not  conclusively,  to  death  at  the  time  of  loss. 

VG36:  "who  could  have  survived" 

This  leaves  us  with  100-125  individuals.  If  POWs  remain  in  Indochina,  they  are 
most  likely  to  come  from  this  group.  Because  the  number  can  change  based  on  the 
receipt  of  new  intelligence,  it  should  be  viewed  as  dynamic,  falling  within  a  range. 
There  are  simply  too  many  unknowns  to  support  a  single  figure,  and  the  priority  of 
individual  cases  can  be  raised  as  we  get  new  intelligence.  In  fact,  the  United  States 
recently  raised  the  investigation  priority  of  six  missing  servicemen  based  on  new 
information  from  Vietnamese  records. 
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VG37:  ARCHIVAL  RECORDS 

Vietnamese  records,  such  as  the  one  shown  here,  often  contain  information  previ- 
ously unavailable  in  U.S.  files.  As  you  my  recall,  I  spoke  earlier  of  off-the-scope 
cases  and  how  difficult  they  were  to  investigate.  Vietnamese  records  have  given  us 
valuable  leads  to  investigate  in  some  of  these  cases.  We  have  been  actively  pressing 
the  Vietnamese  for  more  records,  but  this  continues  to  be  an  uphill  battle. 

VG38:  HOMECOMING  AND  BEYOND 

As  I  have  explained,  our  analysis  sets  an  upper  limit  on  the  number  of  MIAs  who 
could  possibly  be  POWs.  It  does  not  suggest  that  they  are  POWs  or  that  any  POWs 
were,  in  fact,  held  past  the  time  of  Operation  Homecoming.  What  we  are  talking 
about  here  are  those  MIAs  who  potentially  could  have  survived.  We  do  not  know  if 
they  survived.  I  cannot  overemphasize  this  distinction. 

VG39:  TRAFFIC  SLIDE 

Having  briefed  you  on  our  efforts  to  determine  who  might  have  survived,  I  will 
now  turn  you  over  to  Lieutenant  Maguire  who  will  discuss  what  postwar  reporting 
tells  us  about  the  possibility  that  live  Americans  were  held  after  Operation  Home- 
coming. Lieutenant  Maguire. 

VG40:  MAP  OF  INDOCHINA 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  The  countries  of  Indochina  have  not  been  totally  closed  to 
Westerners  since  the  war.  Although  official  American  access  has  been  limited,  other 
nations  have  maintained  a  diplomatic,  economic,  and  humanitarian  presence.  Asian 
and  Western  diplomats,  businessmen,  AID  workers,  and  journalists  have  criss- 
crossed Indochina,  and  many  have  reported  their  observations.  In  fact  some  have 
mistakenly  been  reported  as  U.S.  POWs  themselves,  but  none  have  ever  corroborat- 
ed reports  of  American  POWs. 

VG41:  "the  reports" 

However,  the  largest  body  of  postwar  intelligence  about  missing  Americans  is  ref- 
ugee source  reports.  Over  15,000  source  reports  have  been  received  since  1975,  and 
that  number  grows  every  day.  Over  half  of  these  reports  are  a  direct  result  of  a 
comprehensive  United  States  effort  to  screen  over  two  and  a  half  million  refugees 
from  Southeast  Asia. 

Source  reports  fall  into  4  major  categories. 

A.  Firsthand  live  sighting  reports  are  based  on  eye  witness  experience  and  have 
proven  to  be  the  most  accurate  and  useful  of  the  source  reports  primarily  because 
firsthand  witnesses  have  greater  knowledge  of  the  details  and  circumstances  of  a 
sighting.  Additionally,  information  from  first  hand  sightings  is  easier  to  verify,  in- 
vestigate and  follow-up  on. 

B.  Hearsay  reports  contain  information  reported  second  and  third  hand  and  are 
potentially  important  but  in  many  instances,  because  of  their  lack  of  detail,  are  not 
as  useful  as  firsthand  reports. 

C.  Crash  and  grave  reports  claim  to  know  where  American  aircraft  have  crashed 
or  where  the  remains  of  American  servicemen  are  buried.  They  are  particularly  im- 
portant to  the  mission  being  conducted  by  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting. 

D.  The  largest  body  of  reporting  is  called  dog  tag  reporting.  These  reports  contain 
information  normally  found  on  U.S.  military  ID's  commonly  called  dog  tags. 

VG42:  DOG  TAGS 

The  reports  give  names,  blood  types,  religious  affiliation,  or  other  personal  data, 
but  97  percent  of  them  are  not  about  missing  Americans.  In  fact,  many  are  not  even 
about  people.  However,  each  report  is  individually  evaluated. 

VG43:  "arc  info  fhl" 

This  graphic  depicts  the  locations  of  all  firsthand  live  sightings  of  American 
POWs.  The  reports  cover  a  large  part  of  Indochina. 

To  date  we  have  received  almost  sixteen  hundred  firsthand  reports.  DIA  evaluates 
these  reports  and  our  results  are  reviewed  by  an  independent  panel  made  up  of  rep- 
resentatives from  other  U.S.  intelligence  agencies. 


35 


VG44:  "pie  chart" 

This  pie  chart  shows  the  results  of  DIA's  analysis  of  firsthand  reports.  Many 
people  believe  that  DIA  calls  most  of  these  reports  fabrications.  Actually,  we  have 
concluded  that  about  70  percent  are  true. 

There  is  also  a  belief  that  DIA  only  correlates  these  reports  to  accounted-for 
people.  This  too  is  a  misconception.  DIA  has  correlated  43  firsthand  reports  to  33 
unaccounted-for  Americans. 

None  of  the  reports  tells  us  that  anyone  lost  in  wartime  was  held  past  the  time  of 
Operation  Homecoming  in  1973. 

In  most  cases  the  firsthand  information  reported  helped  to  confirm  other  intelli- 
gence in  our  possession. 

In  many  cases  we  have  other  information  that  goes  beyond  what  was  reported  in 
the  live  sighting  reports. 

As  of  today,  108  reports  are  still  under  active  investigation. 

VG45:  FIRSTHAND  CORRELATIONS 

Altogether,  firsthand  live  sighting  reports  have  been  correlated  to  137  separate 
incidents  involving  237  people,  both  accounted-for  and  unaccounted-for. 

VG46:  "arc  INFO  HEARSAY" 

This  graphic  depicts  all  hearsay  live  sighting  reports.  Hearsay  reports  come  from 
people  who  get  their  information  second  and  third  hand.  An  example  of  a  hearsay 
report  is  "My  friend  told  me,"  or  "I  heard  at  the  market." 

Hearsay  reports  vary  by  country.  In  Vietnam  hearsay  reports  account  for  about 
half  of  all  live  sighting  reports  and  they  tend  to  echo  the  details  and  descriptions  of 
actual  firsthand  reports.  However,  in  Laos  hearsay  reports  account  for  almost  80 
percent  of  the  live  sighting  reports  and,  in  many  instances,  they  are  vague  in  detail. 
Like  off-the-scope  cases,  discussed  earlier  by  Captain  Chambers,  hearsay  reports  are 
difficult  to  verify  or  investigate. 

VG47:  "look-alikes" 

One  of  the  problems  in  investigating  firsthand  and  hearsay  live  sighting  reports  is 
the  large  number  of  people  in  Southeast  Asia  who  look  like  Americans  and  are  re- 
ported as  U.S.  POWs.  We  call  this  group  of  individuals  look-alikes.  This  group  in- 
cludes Amerasians,  Afro-Asians,  and  Eurasians;  Russian  advisors,  Western  diplo- 
mats, missionaries,  drug  traffickers,  and  tourists. 

VG48:  "johnny  king" 

For  instance  Johnny  King,  an  Asian  who  often  passed  himself  off  as  a  United 
States  POW. 

VG49:  "fatima  drug  rehab" 

Or  the  Eurasian  photographed  at  the  Fatima  Drug  Reeducation  Center  in  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City. 

VG50:  "WALTER  T.  ROBINSOn" 

Here  is  a  young  Afro-Asian  who  has  been  identified  in  numerous  reports  as  an 
American  POW  named  Walter  T.  Robinson.  The  real  Walter  T.  Robinson  is  a  Cauca- 
sian living  in  the  Midwest.  He  was  never  listed  as  a  POW  or  an  MIA. 

VG5i:  "ahrao" 

I'm  sure  everyone  here  is  familiar  with  this  photo  which  was  alleged  to  be  Daniel 
Borah,  Jr.  and  later  found  to  be  a  Lao  tribesman  named  Ahrao. 

VG52.  "gUNTER  DITTRICH" 

And  this  photo  of  Gunter  Dittrich  which  was  purported  to  be  former  U.S.  Army 
Captain  Donald  Carr. 
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VG53:  "doctored  photo  of  three" 

And  this  photo,  which  was  identified  as  missing  Americans  John  Robertson,  Albro 
Lundy,  and  Larry  Stevens,  is  an  altered  version  of  a  photo  which  came  from  a  1989 
Cambodian  version  of  "Soviet  Union"  magazine. 

VG54:  "real  photo  of  three" 

In  the  magazine  the  original  photo  appears  in  a  story  about  collective  farming  in 
the  Ukraine  in  the  1920's  and  as  you  can  see,  none  of  the  individuals  in  the  original 
have  a  mustache. 

The  subjects  of  these  photos  have  all  at  one  time  or  another  been  reported  to  be 
U.S.  POWs  or  have  passed  themselves  off  as  U.S.  POWs.  Investigating  these  reports 
is  important  but  is  also  extremely  difficult  and  time  consuming.  These  photos  are 
vivid  examples  of  why  more  than  a  single  picture  or  single  report  is  required  to 
verify  a  POWs  existence. 

VG55:  "arc  info  FHL  AND  HEARSAY" 

This  graphic  represents  all  firsthand  live  sighting  reports  in  red  and  all  hearsay 
live  sighting  reports  which  were  detailed  enough  to  be  plotted  in  blue. 

As  you  can  see  there  are  some  areas  where  the  reporting  tends  to  be  heavier  and 
gives  a  clustered  appearance. 

Some  members  of  the  Senate  committee  staff  believe  that  the  reports  within  some 
of  these  areas  prove  that  U.S.  POWs  were  held  past  Homecoming. 

VG56:  SENATE  CRITERIA 

Our  understanding  is  that  Senate  staffers  used  three  criteria  to  reach  that  conclu- 
sion. These  three  criteria  are  shown  here. 

However,  to  reach  these  conclusions  about  "clusters,"  other  types  of  intelligence 
were  ignored  and  only  a  handful  of  the  over  15,000  source  reports  were  used. 

VG57:  "dia  cluster  analysis" 

DIA  has  analyzed  clusters  since  the  mid-1980's.  In  fact  when  a  new  source  report 
is  received  at  DIA  it  is  standard  procedure  to  look  at  all  previous  firsthand  and 
hearsay  reports  in  the  same  geographic  area  and  to  look  at  any  report  that  contains 
similar  information  regardless  of  source  or  location. 

DIA  briefed  the  results  of  cluster  analysis  to  Members  of  Congress  in  1987.  In  fact 
a  member  of  this  committee's  staff  took  part  in  those  briefings. 

One  of  the  great  benefits  of  our  own  cluster  analysis  has  been  the  wealth  of 
knowledge  about  the  handling  of  prisoners  that  we  have  acquired. 

Additionally,  we  have  found  that  in  real  clusters  the  percentage  of  firsthand  live- 
sightings  which  turn  out  to  be  fabrications  is  notably  lower  than  among  firsthand 
reports  as  a  whole. 

VG58:  "dia  analysis  of  senate  clusters" 

Senate  investigators  identified  twelve  "clusters"  which  met  their  three  criteria 
and  where  they  believed  reporting  indicated  "live  POWs." 

DIA  looked  at  these  areas — but  we  didn't  just  look  at  the  source  reports  within 
these  clusters — we  used  all  the  information  which  we  have  in  our  data  base  as  well. 

After  conducting  all  our  source  analysis  we  couldn't  find  information  to  support 
the  Senate  staffs  claims.  In  fact  we  found  that  four  of  the  areas  identified  by  the 
staff  were  not  clusters. 

I  will  briefly  go  though  two  of  the  areas  that  were  identified  by  the  Senate  to 
demonstrate  what  DIA's  analysis  showed. 

VG59:  "map  of  dak  chung" 

One  of  the  areas  identified  was  near  Dak  Chung  in  Laos.  DIA  looked  at  the  16 
livesighting  reports  from  that  area.  Two  were  firsthand  reports  that  had  nothing  in 
common  with  the  hearsay  reports.  The  first  firsthand  report  was  an  accurate  de- 
scription of  an  accounted-for  American  moving  up  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail.  The 
source  of  the  second  firsthand  report  admitted  lying. 
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VG60:  "dak  CHUNG"  (WORD  SLIDE) 

Senate  inveptigators  called  Dak  Chung  a  cluster  because  of  six  hearsay  reports 
that  recounted  the  same  story.  At  first  glance  these  reports  looked  promising  be- 
cause they  all  seemed  to  corroborate  each  other.  But  in-depth  analysis  showed  that 
all  of  the  reports  were  similar  because  one  of  the  six  sources  had  told  the  same 
story  to  the  other  five. 

What  we  are  left  with  is  not  a  cluster  of  six  but  a  cluster  of  one.  And  that  one 
source  admitted  lying  about  his  original  story.  So  now  we  have  no  cluster. 

Of  the  remaining  hearsay  reports: 

Three  were  too  vague  to  plot  geographically,  and  one  of  these  recounts  the  story 
of  a  free  living  American,  his  wife  and  two  children.  This  hearsay  story  has  been 
frequently  recounted  throughout  Laos  and  Vietnam,  particularly  among  the  ethnic 
minorities  in  those  two  countries.  All  that  varies  in  the  story  is  the  location  given 
for  where  the  American  and  his  family  are  living. 

The  remaining  hearsay  reports  are  from  ethnic  minorities  who  heard  a  story 
second  or  third  hand  from  their  uncle,  nephew  or  brother-in-law.  Many  of  these  sto- 
ries are  so  vague  in  detail  that  they  are  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  investigate.  The 
reports  we  can  investigate  turn  out  to  be  false.  Additionally,  another  common 
theme  is  that  almost  all  of  the  reports  are  coupled  with  requests  for  monetary  as- 
sistance. 

Once  the  "cluster  of  one"  source  is  removed  you  are  left  with  reports  scattered 
over  a  large  area  that  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with  each  other  and  are  vague  at 
best.  So  DIA  has  concluded  that  Dak  Chung  is  not  a  cluster.  But  we  could  only 
reach  that  conclusion  by  carefully  reading  and  investigating  each  report. 

VG6i:  "map  of  kham  keut" 

Another  area  identified  by  the  Senate  as  a  cluster  is  Kham  Keut  in  Laos.  Let  me 
say  first  that  Kham  Keut  is  a  cluster.  The  cluster  is  centered  around  the  only  four 
firsthand  reports  in  the  area. 

VG62:  "kAHM  keut"  (WORD  SLIDE) 

These  firsthand  reports  are  all  true  and  they  all  concern  the  detention  of  a  U.S. 
civilian  and  a  foreign  national  in  the  area  in  1975.  This  goes  back  to  what  I  said 
earlier.  The  percentage  of  true  firsthand  reports  within  real  clusters  is  higher  than 
the  percentage  of  true  firsthand  reports  on  the  whole. 

Among  the  hearsay  reports — once  again — more  than  half  came  from  people  who 
got  their  information  from  a  relative,  and  most  are  too  vague  to  investigate.  Almost 
all  came  from  people  who  asked  for  money  to  finance  the  POW's  rescue  or  to  assist 
them  in  obtaining  further  proof  of  his  existence. 

Four  of  the  reports  were  based  on  information  which  came  from  flyers  distributed 
throughout  Laos.  These  flyers  contained  personal  information  about  an  unaccount- 
ed-for pilot.  Reports  echoing  the  flyers  come  from  all  over  Laos. 

Three  of  the  hearsay  reports  are  about  the  detention  of  foreign  nationals  in  the 
area. 

The  remaining  six  reports  are  either  too  vague  to  plot — including  another  story 
about  the  free  living  American  and  his  family  or  they  are  still  under  investigation. 

VG63:  "source  report  SUMMARY" 

After  careful  analysis,  we  did  not  find  a  single  report  or  group  of  reports  within 
any  of  the  twelve  areas  identified  by  the  Senate  which  would  confirm  that  a  U.S. 
POW  was  held  against  his  will  after  the  war. 

In  summary  I  would  say  that  source  reports,  particularly  live  sighting  reports, 
remain  the  largest  and  most  accurate  type  of  post  war  intelligence  on  POWs  and 
MIAs.  However,  it  cannot  be  stressed  strongly  enough  that  relying  on  this  one 
source  of  intelligence  or  any  other  single  source  of  intelligence  can  be  dangerously 
misleading.  Professional  analysis  requires  input  from  a  variety  of  intelligence 
sources. 

VG64:  "are  there  live  prisoners?"  (usg  position) 

We  conclude,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  the  following  assessment:  After  years  of 
postwar  searching,  thousands  of  reports  evaluated,  and  every  available  means  of  in- 
telligence collection  employed,  no  single  report,  or  combination  of  reports,  has  ever 
been  able  to  confirm  that  American  prisoners  of  war  remained  in  captivity  after  Op- 
eration Homecoming  in  1973.  Nonetheless,  the  many  unanswered  questions  that 
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remain,  continue  to  bring  us  back  to  the  United  States  Government  position  on  this 
issue,  which  precludes  ruling  out  the  possibility  that  Americans  may  remain  captive 
in  Indochina.  For  that  reason,  we  will  continue  our  investigations,  using  every  intel- 
ligence resource  that  the  U.S.  possesses,  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting 
for  our  missing  Americans. 
Thank  you. 

Major  ScHiFF.  Good  morning,  Mr.  Chairman,  Senators,  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  The  purpose  of  this  briefing  is  to  describe  the  U.S.  Gov- 
ernment's all-source  intelligence  collection  and  analysis  effort  on 
the  live  prisoner  issue,  and  to  outline  what  the  intelligence  has  to 
say  about  the  possibility  that  American  prisoners  of  war  remain 
behind  in  Southeast  Asia. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  U.S.  Government  position  is,  while  there 
is  no  information  to  confirm  that  Americans  are  still  detained  in 
Southeast  Asia,  the  possibility  cannot  be  ruled  out.  Because  the 
U.S.  Government  cannot  rule  out  the  possibility,  the  Department  of 
Defense  continues  to  aggressively  investigate  this  issue. 

This  briefing  will  cover  the  area  shown  here,  and  will  provide 
you  with  a  comprehensive  overview  of  our  effort. 

Within  the  U.S.  Government,  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency, 
DIA,  has  the  executive  responsibility  to  pursue  intelligence  on  the 
POW  issue.  Our  agency  has  worked  this  issue  since  1964,  and  con- 
tinues to  do  so  today  using  every  available  means  of  intelligence 
collection. 

We  assess  each  report  or  piece  of  intelligence  on  a  case-by-case 
basis,  and  we  compare  it  to  all  the  other  information  we  have.  Our 
work  is  routinely  reviewed  within  our  own  agency,  by  other  intelli- 
gence agencies,  by  policy  makers,  and  by  Congressional  oversight 
committees  including  this  committee. 

This  briefing  will  demonstrate  why  professional  intelligence 
analysis  on  this  issue  is  much  more  complex  than  it  may  appear. 
Specifically,  we  want  to  illustrate  that  drawing  conclusions  from 
single  sources  or  reports,  particularly  when  far  more  information  is 
available,  is  both  misleading  and  misdirected. 

DIA  uses  an  all-source  approach  to  investigate  and  evaluate  all 
information.  This  means  that  we  use  every  scrap  of  information  we 
can  collect.  This  comprehensive  approach  is  the  only  realistic  way 
to  go.  The  sources  of  intelligence  we  use  include  human  intelli- 
gence or  information  supplied  by  people,  such  as  refugees,  business- 
men, journalists,  and  diplomats.  Indochinese  historical  records  and 
political  documents  also  fall  into  this  category. 

Another  category,  signals  intelligence,  is  information  obtained 
from  communications  intercepts.  This  type  of  intelligence  was 
useful  during  the  war  to  identify  crash  sites  and  track  the  move- 
ment of  U.S.  prisoners.  We  also  use  imagery  intelligence,  or  intelli- 
gence from  photography.  As  you  will  see,  imagery  can  be  used  to 
confirm  the  accuracy  of  our  human  source  reporting. 

Now,  I'd  like  to  give  a  real  example  of  how  the  Defense  Intelli- 
gence Agency  applies  the  all-source  approach  to  analysis  of  single 
reports.  In  1979,  we  received  information  from  a  source  who  said 
he  saw  50  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  between  1973  and  1978,  while  he 
was  held  in  Quyet  Tien  reeducation  camp  near  the  Chinese  border. 

Reports  like  this  one,  where  sources  describe  seeing  POW's  with 
their  own  eyes,  are  categorized  as  first-hand  live  sightings.  They  re- 
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ceive  our  highest  priority  for  investigation.  We  used  all-source 
analysis  to  investigate  this  report.  We  looked  at  photography  to 
locate  the  camp  in  the  area  the  source  described,  and  we  found  it. 

However,  the  photography  showed  that  during  the  time  the 
source  said  he  saw  U.S.  POW's  in  this  camp,  the  gates  were  wide 
open.  In  fact,  it  wasn't  being  used  as  a  prison  at  all.  Through  other 
sources  we  learned  that  it  was  being  used  as  a  military  supply  sta- 
tion. 

However,  to  be  certain  that  no  POW's  had  ever  been  held  in  this 
camp,  we  located  some  former  inmates  to  ask  if  they  knew  of  any 
Americans  held  there.  These  people  all  denied  that  any  Americans 
had  ever  been  held  in  this  camp.  But  we  didn't  end  our  investiga- 
tion there.  We  asked  all  of  our  sources  to  draw  a  map  of  the  camp 
so  we  could  compare  their  sketches  with  our  photography. 

Each  of  the  former  inmates  that  we  had  located  from  the  camp 
provided  accurate  sketches,  one  of  which  you  see  here.  In  fact,  the 
only  person  whose  sketch  of  the  camp  was  not  accurate  was  the 
original  source  who  claimed  that  he  saw  50  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  in 
the  camp. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is  this.  Relying  on  only  one  source  of  in- 
formation would  have  led  us  to  believe  that  there  were  U.S.  prison- 
ers of  war  in  the  camp.  Taking  a  multiple  source  approach  con- 
vinced us  that  this  was  obviously  not  the  case.  The  U.S.  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  take  any  measures  necessary  to  rescue  Ameri- 
can prisoners  of  war  from  captivity.  However,  to  recommend 
launching  a  rescue  operation  based  solely  on  one  source's  informa- 
tion could  have  had  serious  consequences. 

Another  facet  of  an  all-source  approach  requires  coordination 
with  other  Government  agencies.  Let  me  tell  you  about  another 
case  in  which  information  provided  by  other  agencies  helped  to  re- 
solve several  sightings.  In  1987,  we  received  information  from  one 
of  these  agencies  that  the  Vietnamese  had  arrested  an  American 
on  a  boat  in  the  Gulf  of  Thailand.  Within  a  few  months,  we  began 
receiving  refugee  reports  that  a  blond  or  brown-haired  American 
was  being  held  in  the  prison  at  Rach  Gia. 

We  were  very  familiar  with  the  prison.  The  sketch  you  see  here 
is  from  a  former  inmate.  Our  prison  database  contains  numerous 
reports  on  Rach  Gia.  We  have  photography  and  we  know  how  the 
prison  has  been  used  over  time.  Our  prison  database  also  contains 
interviews  with  private  American  citizens  who  were  held  in  Rach 
Gia  during  the  post-war  period  for  violations  of  V^ietnamese  law. 

It  was  clear  that  the  man  arrested  in  1987  was  not  an  American 
prisoner  of  war,  but  we  continued  to  collect  information  on  this 
case  for  two  important  reasons.  First,  as  the  U.S.  Government's 
expert  on  Indochinese  prison  systems,  we  routinely  study  the  han- 
dling of  all  foreign  prisoners  in  order  to  gain  insight  on  how  U.S. 
prisoners  of  war  might  be  handled. 

Second,  we  collected  information  on  this  case  because  we  had 
begun  to  receive  reports  of  an  American  prisoner  in  Rach  Gia. 
Since  we  are  in  the  business  of  looking  for  prisoners  of  war,  we 
take  all  such  reports  very  seriously.  The  bottom  line,  of  course,  is 
this  man  was  not  a  U.S.  prisoner  of  war.  In  fact,  we  learned  from 
other  agencies  that  he  was  allegedly  involved  in  drug  trafficking 
and  may  have  fled  the  U.S.  to  avoid  criminal  prosecution. 
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The  point  here  is  that  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  time  a  Western- 
er showed  up  in  a  maximum  security  prison  in  Indochina,  we  knew 
he  was  there. 

The  two  examples  I've  shared  with  you  demonstrate  why  it  is 
critical  to  apply  an  all-source  approach  to  analysis  of  any  single 
piece  of  intelligence.  Of  course,  all-source  analysis  is  only  as  good 
as  the  intelligence  on  which  it  is  based.  For  this  reason,  the  U.S. 
Government's  intelligence  collection  capability  on  the  POW/MIA 
issue  is  continually  being  improved. 

One  of  our  newest  programs  involves  sending  investigation  teams 
to  the  countries  of  Indochina  to  look  into  reported  sightings  of 
American  POW's.  For  the  first  time  since  the  end  of  the  war  the 
Indochinese  Governments  have  permitted  U.S.  investigators  to  visit 
areas  where  we've  had  reports  of  live  American  prisoners  of  war 
and  to  interview  local  sources  to  corroborate  original  reports. 

For  example,  this  past  spring,  our  investigator  visited  the  remote 
Cay  Cay  reeducation  camp  in  a  forest  in  Tay  Ninh  Province  where 
three  sources  reported  that  in  1987  they  saw  a  black  American 
prisoner.  Sources  said  that  he  was  sometimes  seen  chained  to  a  log 
or  tending  buffalo. 

Our  investigator  located  the  camp  and  interviewed  the  man  you 
see  here.  Born  of  a  French  Cameroon  father  and  a  Vietnamese 
mother,  he  was  serving  time  in  the  reeducation  camp  on  criminal 
charges  and  was  employed  clearing  forests.  His  work  required  him 
to  chain  logs  to  buffalo  carts,  and  he  routinely  carried  the  chains 
over  his  shoulders.  Again,  as  our  investigation  showed,  this  man 
was  not  an  American  prisoner  of  war. 

Although  this  in-country  investigation  program  has  only  been  in 
operation  a  few  months,  you  can  see  that  we  have  covered  targets 
all  over  Indochina.  We've  been  to  Dien  Bien  Phu,  Son  La,  Cao 
Bang,  and  multiple  targets  in  Hanoi.  In  fact,  our  investigator  has 
methodically  searched  every  single  street  and  alley  in  Hanoi. 

We've  also  sent  investigators  up  and  down  provincial  Route  19  in 
Lam  Dong  Province  looking  for  an  American  said  to  be  selling  fire- 
wood at  the  local  market.  We  had  people  looking  in  Ben  Tre  City 
for  an  alleged  American  prisoner  of  war  said  to  be  collecting  gar- 
bage there  in  1990.  We've  been  to  Saang  prison  in  Cambodia  and  to 
the  Tchepone  area  in  Laos  to  check  out  a  photograph  alleged  to  be 
MIA  Daniel  Borah. 

Joint  Task  Force  teams  have  visited  the  areas  highlighted  here. 
We  also  have  multiple  source  reporting,  which  covers  all  of  Indo- 
china. However,  so  far  we  have  not  found  any  U.S.  prisoners  of 
war. 

Now,  since  I've  thus  far  illustrated  our  all-source  approach  with 
examples  from  Vietnam,  I'd  like  to  turn  to  Laos  to  clear  up  some 
commonly  held  misconceptions  about  the  POW  situation  in  that 
country.  To  begin  with,  I  can  tell  you  that  Laos  is  not  the  black 
hole  some  believe  it  to  be.  People  who  think  otherwise  point  to  the 
difference  between  the  small  number  of  prisoners  who  returned 
from  Laos,  and  the  far  greater  number  who  returned  from  North 
Vietnam.  But  as  I  will  show  you,  this  is  essentially  comparing 
apples  with  oranges. 

What  you  see  here  is  a  bar  graph  showing  what  happened  to 
airmen  shot  down  in  South  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  North  Vietnam.  A 
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comparison  of  air  losses  is  relevant  because  90  percent  of  our  losses 
in  Laos  were  aviators.  On  the  graph,  the  red  shows  the  percentage 
of  airmen  rescued,  the  blue  shows  the  percentage  captured  and  re- 
turned, and  the  yellow  shows  the  percentage  who  are  still  unac- 
counted for. 

As  you  can  see,  Laos  and  South  Vietnam  are  very  similar.  A 
large  portion  of  downed  airmen  were  rescued  in  both  countries. 
The  small  portion  captured  is  relatively  equal.  The  real  exception 
here  is  North  Vietnam.  North  Vietnam  is  different  because  intense 
air  defense  made  it  very  difficult  to  rescue  downed  air  crews. 

Since  fewer  men  could  be  rescued,  more  of  our  airmen  were  cap- 
tured, and  later  more  were  returned  from  North  Vietnam.  By  the 
same  token,  because  search  and  rescue  operations  in  Laos  and 
South  Vietnam  were  more  effective,  more  downed  airmen  were  res- 
cued and  fewer  became  prisoners. 

Others  who  say  that  Laos  is  a  special  case  cite  a  second  reason 
for  their  belief.  They  say  that  because  the  Lao  Government  did  not 
sign  the  Paris  Peace  Agreements,  it  did  not  return  prisoners  at  the 
time  of  Operation  Homecoming.  This  belief  is  based  on  a  funda- 
mental misunderstanding  of  who  controlled  the  territory  where 
most  of  our  losses  in  Laos  occurred. 

The  dots  on  this  map  show  all  of  our  losses.  The  Ho  Chi  Minh 
Trail  network  is  shown  by  the  black  lines.  Notice  that  most  of  the 
Trail  is  well  within  Laos.  This  area  was  totally  controlled  by  the 
Vietnamese.  Almost  85  percent  of  U.S.  personnel  lost  in  Laos  were 
lost  in  this  area.  Our  intelligence  indicates  that  

Senator  Kerry.  Say  that  again,  so  that  we  establish — 85  percent 
of  people  lost? 

Major  ScHiFF.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Kerry.  Were  lost.  And  will  you  show  again  with  arrow 
the  map  area. 

Major  ScHiFF.  In  the  area  of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  It's  85  percent  in  Laos,  sir. 
Major  ScHiFF.  In  Laos. 

Senator  Kerry.  I  am  sorry.  85  percent  of  the  loss  in  Laos. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Right. 

Major  ScHiFF.  Our  intelligence  indicates  that  U.S.  prisoners  of 
war  captured  in  areas  of  Laos  remained  under  Hanoi's  control.  In 
Laos,  as  in  South  Vietnam,  most  U.S.  prisoners  held  by  the  North 
Vietnamese  were  eventually  moved  to  prisons  in  North  Vietnam. 

When  looking  at  Laos  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  we  find  that  very 
few  missing  men  would  have  become  prisoners  of  the  Pathet  Lao. 
Almost  everyone  lost  was  lost  in  an  area  under  North  Vietnamese 
control. 

The  odds  for  returning  home  were  better  in  Laos  than  in  North 
Vietnam.  The  odds  for  capture  were  very  similar  to  South  Viet- 
nam. In  the  final  analysis,  there  are  no  compelling  reasons  to  be- 
lieve that  a  substantial  number  of  aviators  were  captured  and  re- 
tained by  the  Pathet  Lao.  The  bottom  line  is  that  Laos  is  not  the 
MIA/POW  black  hole  it  has  been  depicted  to  be. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  stop  you  there  to  ask  you  one  ques- 
tion. While  it  might  not  be  the  black  hole  that  it  is  reported  to  be, 
is  there  not  a  group  of  aviators  believed  to  have  been  unaccounted 
for  in  Laos  at  the  time  of  Operation  Homecoming? 
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Major  ScHiFF.  Yes,  sir,  there  is.  They  are  among  the  priority 
cases. 

The  Chairman.  That  group  amounts  to  how  many? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  There  are  right  now  still  64  discrepancy  cases  for 
Laos. 

The  Chairman.  Pertaining  to  Laos? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  there  are  64  question  marks  pertaining  to 
Laos  which  would  have  been  the  body  of  that  group  about  whom 
we  had  legitimate  questions  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  when  you  say  it  is  not  a  black  hole,  you  are 
saying  that  notions  that  of  the  500-plus  airmen  lost  over  Laos,  the 
notion  that  many  more  than  the  64  that  we  have  questions  about  is 
improbable,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir.  Many  of  the  reports  that  have  circulated 
publicly  talk  about  hundreds  of  American  prisoners  being  held  by 
the  Pathet  Lao  and  hundreds  of  American  prisoners  at  various 
times  in  the  1980's  alive  in  Laos.  Looking  at  the  Laos  losses  only, 
we  only  find  64  from  all  the  unaccounted-for  individuals  that  repre- 
sent discrepancy  cases,  primarily  last-known-alive  cases. 

Senator  Smith.  Excuse  me,  just  one  other  point  on  Laos.  What 
intelligence  information  do  you  have  on  the  prison  system  in  Laos? 

Major  ScHiFF.  We  have  a  couple  of  studies  that  have  been  done.  I 
believe  the  committee  has  one  of  them. 

Senator  Smith.  How  many  prisoners  did  you  come  up  with,  ap- 
proximately, in  Laos? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator,  if  we  could,  the  person  who  needs  to  really 
answer  that  question  is  Warren  Gray.  He  is  not  among  this  brief- 
ing team.  If  we  could  hold  that  question  for  later,  or  I  could  bring 
Mr.  Gray  up  the  table. 

[The  information  follows:] 

Lao  Peoples  Democratic  Republic,  Ministry  of  Interior,  Prisons  and  Seminar 

Camp  System 

1.  The  Lao  Peoples  Democratic  Republic  (LPDR)  Ministry  of  Interior  (MOD  was 
responsible  for  the  administration  and  management  of  all  labor  reform,  reeducation, 
rehabilitation,  seminar,  prison,  interrogation,  and  temporary  detention  facilities  for 
various  categories  of  domestic  civil  and  political  criminals,  including  civilian  and 
military  LPDR  government  and  communist  party  officials  who  committed  criminal 
and  political  offenses.  The  MOI  was  also  responsible  for  the  detention  and  interroga- 
tion of  non-Lao  foreign  nationals  in  special  central-level  detention  and  interrogation 
facilities.  These  facilities  were  usually  reserved  for  national-level  political,  espio- 
nage, and  national  security-related  cases.  Cases  involving  ethnic  Vietnamese  resi- 
dents of  Laos  and  ethnic  Vietnamese  resistance  group  members  captured  in  Laos 
were  turned  over  to  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam  (SRV)  MOI  jurisdiction;  captured 
Vietnamese  resistance  group  personnel  were  transferred  to  SRV  MOI  control  in 
Vietnam.  Although  fragmentary  reporting  noted  that  the  MOI  had  picked  up  vari- 
ous foreign  nationals  (Australian,  British,  French,  Thai,  West  German)  after  1975 
who  were  eventually  released  and  allowed  to  leave  the  country,  reporting  did  not 
identify  or  name  the  facilities  in  which  they  were  detained  in  Vientiane  City  for 
questioning. 

2.  Reporting  has  indicated  the  LPDR  MOI  went  through  several  reorganizations 
since  December  1975  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  SRV  MOI  Specialist 
Group  in  Vientiane,  and  that  the  LPDR  MOI  was  organizationally  structured  on  the 
model  of  the  SRV  MOI.  Reference  was  made  in  reporting  to  a  Police  Interrogation- 
Investigations  Department  under  the  General  Department  for  Peoples  Police 
(GDPP),  which,  like  the  SRV  MOI's  GDPP  Police  Interrogation-Investigations  De- 
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partment,  would  have  central-level  pre-trial  detention  and  interrogation  facilities 
for  the  interrogation,  investigation  and  future  disposition  of  major  civil  criminal 
cases.  Since  the  LPDR  MOI's  General  Department  for  Counterintelligence  (GDCI)  is 
modeled  after  the  SRV  MOI's  GDCI,  it  should  also  have  a  Security  Interrogation- 
Investigations  Department  with  its  own  central-level  pre-trial  interrogation  and  de- 
tention facilities.  These  facilities  would  hold  domestic  anti-regime  political  (counter- 
reactionary,  counterrevolutionary,  economic  security,  resistance,  sabotage,  espio- 
nage, national  security)  suspects,  as  well  as  foreign  nationals,  for  interrogation,  in- 
vestigation and  further  disposition. 

3.  The  GDCI's  predecessor  organization,  the  Political  Security  Bloc,  had  at  least 
two  pre-trial  detention  and  interrogation  facilities  in  Vientiane  City  which  appear 
to  fit  the  profile  of  central-level  GDCI  Security  Interrogation-Investigations  Depart- 
ment facilities.  One  was  known  as  the  That  Dam  Detention  and  Interrogation 
"Center,"  and  the  other  as  the  Phonthan  Prison.  Domestic  political  cases  were  held 
at  both  facilities,  where  officers  from  at  least  Foreign  Counterespionage  (Political 
Security)  Department  53  were  involved  in  questioning  and  investigating  political 
cases  with  documented  or  suspected  foreign  connections.  Although  no  foreign  na- 
tionals were  specifically  noted  in  reporting  at  these  two  facilities,  one  of  them  may 
have  been  involved,  for  example,  in  the  detention  of  a  West  German  in  1987.  In 
early  September  1987,  the  Pakse  police  in  Champassak  Province  arrested  a  West 
German  female  passport  holder  (not  further  identified  by  name)  for  entering  Laos 
illegally.  The  woman  had  papers  stating  she  was  a  Buddhist  nun,  who  had  been  or- 
dained in  Sri  Lanka  and  was  a  resident  of  Ubon  Province,  Thailand.  The  Pakse 
police  suspected  she  was  a  foreign  intelligence  agent,  and  detained  and  questioned 
her  for  15  days  before  transferring  her  on  23  September  to  the  MOI  in  Vientiane 
where  she  was  still  held  as  of  28  September  1987;  no  further  information  is  avail- 
able. 

4.  The  General  Department  for  People's  Police  (GDPP)  sat  on  top  of  a  chain  of 
command  which  was  responsible  for  the  MOI  prison  system.  It  was  headed  by  Gen- 
eral Saisompheng  Sengsoulignavong  (1981-1990)  and  his  deputies,  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels Phosai  Saipanya  (1981-1987),  Onsa  Vilavong,  Sali  Phailot,  Souban  Keophila, 
and  Champa.  As  of  late  1987,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Phosai  Saipanya  was  also  in 
charge  of  the  That  Dam  Interrogation  Center  in  Vientiane.  As  of  June  1986,  the 
GDPP  had  about  2,200  personnel.  Personnel  were  assigned  to  one  of  at  least  eight 
subordinate  departments — general  staff  research,  administrative  management 
police,  criminal  police,  traffic  and  firefighting  police,  prisons  police  management  (re- 
habilitation), economic  police,  security  guards  police,  police  interrogation-investiga- 
tions. The  GDPP  had  two  SRV  MOI  advisory  specialists  assigned  to  its  main  GDPP 
staff  office,  as  well  as  two  SRV  MOI  advisory  specialists  assigned  to  each  depart- 
ment under  the  GDPP.  As  of  June  1981,  the  GDPP  also  had  three  East  German  ad- 
visory specialists/technicians.  Reporting  noted  that,  during  the  year  1985,  704  per- 
sons were  arrested  for  criminal  behavior,  154  were  sent  to  prison,  464  were  sent  to 
"seminar"  camps,  667  civil  prisoners  were  released  from  prison,  74  prisoners  re- 
ceived commuted  sentences,  and  70  detainees  were  released  from  "seminar"  camps. 

5.  The  GDPP  Prisons  Management  (Rehabilitation)  Department  was  headed  by 
Colonel  Bounthiem  (1981)  or  Lieutenant  Colonel  Souban  Keophilia  and  his  deputy. 
Major  Bounmai  Sivin.  Two  SRV  MOI  advisory  specialists  were  assigned  to  the  Pris- 
ons Management  Department.  The  Department  administered  all  central-level  pris- 
ons, the  reeducation  seminar  camp  system  for  former  Royal  Lao  Government  (RLG) 
and  Royal  Lao  Armed  Forces  (FAR)  personnel,  and  provided  staff  guidance  and  di- 
rection to  the  prison  management  police  offices  of  the  Vientiane  City  Public  Securi- 
ty Office  (PSO)  and  all  provincial  PSO's.  Provincial  PSO  prisons  management  police 
offices,  as  well  as  subordinate  district  PSO's,  had  at  least  one  detention  facility.  Cen- 
tral facilities  included  the  Sam  Khe  Prison  in  Vientiane  Province,  the  That  Dam 
Center  in  Vientiane  City,  and  the  Phonthan  Prison  in  Vientiane  City.  The  Central 
Sam  Khe  Prison  was  French-built  at  Kilometer  Marker-6  (KM-6:  TE-5492),  was 
commanded  by  Than  Sounphy  (1977-1978),  and  held  about  600  inmates;  an  unknown 
number  of  Thai  nationals  were  held  at  the  Sam  Khe  Prison  during  1977-1978.  The 
Phonthan  and  That  Dam  facilities  were  pre-trial  interrogation  and  detention  facili- 
ties for  criminal  and  political  suspects.  The  Phonthan  and  That  Dam  facilities  were 
associated  with  the  MOI's  General  Department  for  Counterintelligence  (GDCI).  Po- 
litical counterreactionary,  counterrevolutionary,  economic  security,  sabotage,  espio- 
nage, and  national  security-related  cases  were  held  at  these  facilities  for  interroga- 
tion, investigation,  and  further  disposition.  As  of  May  1983,  the  Prisons  Manage- 
ment Police  Department  had  75  headquarters  staff  personnel;  none  reportedly  had 
any  extensive  legal  training  or  background. 
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6.  The  Department  also  had  a  "rehabilitation"  camp  complex  in  Keo  Oudom  Dis- 
trict, Vientiane  Province,  at  the  Nam  Ngum  Dam  reservoir  [data]:  Thao  Island 
(male  detainees  only),  Nang  Island  (female  detainees  only),  Setthakit,  Nampho  and 
Thong  Islands.  The  island  camp  complex  was  built  in  March  1976.  It  received  its 
first  group  of  1,500  inmates  on  9  April  1976,  who  had  been  picked  up  in  massive 
arrests  in  Vientiane.  Thao  Island,  formerly  known  as  Ling  (Monkey)  Island,  held 
about  800  FAR  captains  and  majors  as  of  May  1976.  According  to  the  18  October 
1976  issue  of  the  "New  Vientiane"  daily,  the  island  "reeducation  centers"  were  for 
drug  addicts  and  for  the  rehabilitation  of  "victims  of  the  old  regime."  In  November 
1976,  the  second  phase  of  mass  arrests  of  undesirables  in  Vientiane  began.  Among 
those  arrested  were  teachers,  merchants,  and  foreign  mission  employees  on  CIA  spy 
charges;  about  750  to  1,000  political  prisoners  were  first  held  at  the  MOI's  Central 
Sam  Khe  Prison  before  being  transferred  to  the  island  camp  complex  for  rehabilita- 
tion. According  to  the  29  November  1976  issue  of  the  "New  Vientiane"  daily,  about 
2,300  persons  had  undergone  reeducation  at  the  island  camps  (500  women  and  1,800 
men).  The  paper  noted  that  100  men  and  100  women  had  requested  to  remain  on 
the  islands.  By  December  1976,  the  camp  complex  held  about  2,000  inmates;  1,500  on 
Thao  Island  and  500  on  Nang  Island.  The  camps  were  referred  to  by  the  LPDR  as 
being  "drug  rehabilitation"  islands;  "32-year-old  welfare  official  Sichan  Sirivong" 
acted  as  deputy  chairman  of  the  committee  running  the  islands. 

7.  As  of  1978,  the  island  camp  complex  held  about  1,200  inmates  in  what  the 
LPDR  called  "rehabilitation  centers"  and  "reeducation  centers  for  social  evils."  As 
of  mid-1985,  the  island  camp  complex  held  about  1,200  inmates.  The  Thao  Island 
Camp  was  commanded  by  MOI  Lieutenant  Colonel  Inthong  and  his  deputies.  Major 
Bouathin  and  Captain  Khamphet;  the  camp  held  125  male  inmates.  The  Nang 
Island  Camp  was  commanded  by  a  female  named  Khamtao,  and  held  300  female 
inmates.  The  Setthakit  Island  Camp  held  about  30  individuals  who  had  attempted  to 
escape  from  the  Thao  and  Nang  Island  Camps.  The  Nampho  Island  Camp  was  the 
largest;  it  was  a  maximum  security  hard  labor  camp  with  about  600  detainees.  The 
Thong  Island  Camp  held  several  hundred  male  inmates  who  had  been  transferred 
from  the  Thao  Island  Camp.  The  LPDR  claimed  the  camps  only  held  common  civil 
prisoners,  drug  addicts,  prostitutes,  gamblers,  "hippies,"  and  juvenile  delinquents. 
The  LPDR  used  the  camps  as  model  showcases  for  visiting  foreigners.  No  foreign 
nationals  were  reported  in  detention  on  this  island  camp  complex. 

8.  In  October  1983,  the  MOI  completed  construction  of  a  new  central-level  prison 
for  political  prisoners  at  Phonthan  Village,  Vientiane  City;  the  prison  was  more 
commonly  known  as  the  Phonthan  Prison.  The  Phonthan  Prison  was  a  pre-trial 
temporary  detention  facility,  where  criminal  suspects  were  interrogated  and  investi- 
gated by  the  GDPP  and  where  political  suspects  were  interrogated  and  investigated 
by  the  GDCI.  The  Phonthan  Prison  consisted  of  two  8  by  40  meter  concrete  build- 
ings with  corrogated  metal  roofs;  each  building  had  ten  cells.  No  foreign  nationals 
have  been  reported  in  detention  at  this  prison. 

9.  The  Reeducation  or  "Seminar"  System  of  the  LPDR  dates  back  to  June  1975 
when  Pathet  Lao  security  forces  began  taking  over  power  from  Royal  Lao  Govern- 
ment (RLG)  authorities.  RLG  civil  officials  and  FAR  officers  were  placed  in  political 
criminal  categories  and  were  sent  to  seminar  camps  for  reeducation.  Responsibilities 
for  the  seminar  camps  were  shared  by  the  LPDR  MOI  and  by  the  LPDR  Ministry  of 
National  Defense  (MND).  MND  seminar  camps  were  believed  to  be  run  by  the  MND 
Political  Staff  Department.  In  1977,  seminar  camps  were  renamed  "production 
units"  to  avoid  international  condemnation.  In  June  1983,  all  MND  seminar  camps, 
also  known  as  "production  units"  and  as  "construction  battalions,"  were  turned 
over  to  the  MOI  GDPP's  Prisons  Management  (Rehabilitation)  Police  Department, 
which  delegated  authority  for  their  administration  to  the  prisons  management 
police  offices  of  its  provincial  public  security  offices  (PSO's).  Although  the  LPDR 
denied  the  existence  of  reeducation  and  seminar  camps,  a  reeducation  camp  system 
continued  to  exist  in  Laos  under  the  guise  of  "production"  camps.  The  LPDR  cur- 
rently prefers  to  use  the  term  "rehabilitation"  when  referring  to  detention  facilities. 
Although  the  total  number  of  detainees  is  subject  to  debate,  the  following  informa- 
tion was  available  on  various  types  of  detention  facilities  in  Laos. 

10.  FAR  field  and  general  grade  officers  and  RLG  civil  officials  of  equivalent  rank 
were  placed  in  a  maximum  security  detention  camp  system  in  Houa  Phan  Province, 
near  the  Vietnamese  border.  The  Houa  Phan  seminar  camp  system  was  initially  es- 
tablished in  July  1975  with  seven  camps  (Camps  1  through  7).  It  was  the  worst  camp 
system  in  Laos,  and  was  more  commonly  known  as  the  Vieng  Sai  or  Sop  Hao  camp 
system.  Detainees  were  categorized  as  dangerous  and  unlikely  to  be  released.  About 
one-third  of  all  inmates  reportedly  died  from  malnutrition,  starvation  or  were  exe- 
cuted during  the  period  1975-1986.  After  the  MND  turned  over  control  of  the  camp 
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system  to  the  MOI  in  July  1983,  the  camps  were  operated  by  the  Houa  Phan  Prov- 
ince PSO,  which  estabhshed  a  central  camp  headquarters  at  Sop  Pan  Village  (VH 
2064)  under  the  command  of  a  MOI  lieutenant  colonel.  No  foreign  nationals  were 
reported  in  detention  in  this  camp  system.  Comments  on  this  camp  system  are  ac 
follows: 

A.  Seminar  Camp  1  was  also  known  as  the  Sop  Ka,  Na  Ka  and  "Soun  Phiseth" 
(Special)  Camp,  and  as  the  Sop  Hao  Prison.  Camp  1  was  located  at  Na  Ka  Neua 
Village  (VH  441737)  on  the  east  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  (Nam  Ma)  River  across  from 
Sop  Hao  Village  (VH  4373)  in  a  valley  about  21  kilometers  from  Vieng  Sai  District 
Town.  Camp  1  was  a  secret  political  prison  which  held  39  Lao  prisoners.  Camp  1 
was  intended  by  the  LPDR  to  be  a  "death  camp"  with  no  survivors  of  reeducation. 
The  camp  held  the  Royal  Lao  family,  14  generals,  and  11  other  senior  RLG  officials. 
If  inmates  did  not  die  from  malnutrition  or  dysentery,  they  were  executed.  The  de- 
ceased included:  King  Sisavang  Vatthana  (1979);  Crown  Prince  Vongsavonang 
(1977);  Queen  Khampoui  Vatthana  (1981);  Crown  Prince  Sisavang  Vatthana;  Lieu- 
tenant General  Bounpon  Makthephalak;  Major  General  Phasouk  Solatsaphak;  Brig- 
adier Generals  Kan  Isixiengmai,  Itsala  Kataidonsasoulit,  Li  Litthilusa,  Lamngeun 
Phasavat;  Colonels  Heng  Saithavi,  Touby  Lyfoung,  Khamchan  Padid,  Lian  Pavong- 
viangkham;  Luang  Prabang  Province  Governor  Chao  Souk  Bouavong;  Lao  Ambassa- 
dor to  China  Balien  Phavongviengkham;  Minister  of  Religious  Affairs  Soukan  Vilay- 
san;  and,  Minister  of  Posts  and  Telecommunications  Toubi  Li  Foung.  Camp  1  was 
closed  down  in  April  1985  after  the  last  two  generals  (not  further  identified)  were 
executed  on  7  April  1985.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  in  this 
camp. 

B.  Seminar  Camp  2  was  located  at  Nouei  Nong  Tao  Village  (VH  463704)  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  River  near  the  Houai  Vong  tributary  (VH  4769),  and  was 
north  of  Camp  1.  As  of  August  1986  Camp  2  held  about  150  Lao  inmates.  Of  this 
number,  53  were  residents  of  Vientiane  who  were  not  allowed  to  mix  with  other 
inmates.  The  53  prisoners  from  Vientiane  were  charged  with  attempts  to  stage  a 
coup  d'etat  in  1977;  six  received  life  sentences,  13  received  20  year  sentences,  and  34 
received  10  to  15  year  sentences.  An  unknown  number  of  Camp  2  inmates  were 
transferred  to  Camp  5  in  March  1981.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  deten- 
tion in  this  camp. 

C.  Seminar  Camp  3  was  initially  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  River 
near  the  Houai  Vong  tributary  (VH  4769)  at  Houei  Nong  Tao  Village  (VH  467702). 
Camp  3  was  relocated  by  late  1980  to  Ban  Sop  Phan  (VH  2166)  near  Ban  Loune  Vil- 
lage (VH  1868)  in  Vieng  Sai  District.  Camp  3  was  situated  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  Nam  Pan  River,  west  of  its  junction  with  the  Nam  Hao  River,  and  was  about  38 
kilometers  northeast  of  Sam  Neua  City  (VH  0157).  Route  6  ran  along  the  extreme 
eastern  side  of  the  camp  area.  In  late  1978,  Camp  3  held  about  330  FAR  and  police 
majors  and  lieutenant  colonels  from  FAR  Military  Region  1  (MR-1).  In  1979,  Camp 
3  received  another  110  FAR  MR-1  majors  and  colonels  who  had  been  held  in  the 
Phong  Saly  Province  camp  system.  Camp  3  was  commanded  by  Khamang  and  his 
deputy  Bounpheng,  and  had  a  50-man  guard  force.  In  mid-1983.  Camp  3  became  a 
temporary  holding  camp  for  others  in  the  Houa  Phan  seminar  camp  system  who 
were  being  considered  for  release.  During  the  1983-1985  period.  Camp  3  grew  to 
about  300  inmates,  plus  800  dependents.  As  of  August  1986,  Camp  3  held  about  150 
inmates  who  were  being  considered  for  release  in  Vientiane,  and  was  reportedly 
closed  down  later  (date  unknown).  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention 
at  this  camp. 

D.  Seminar  Camp  4  was  established  in  September  1975  and  held  about  520  FAR 
and  police  majors  to  colonels,  and  civilian  grade  equivalent  inmates,  who  had  been 
categorized  as  "progressive"  educatees.  Until  late  1976  the  camp  was  located  on  the 
south  side  (VH  3883)  of  the  Nam  Mo  River  in  Xieng  Kho  District  on  Route  6  be- 
tween Muong  Hang  and  Muong  Ham  Villages.  In  late  1976,  Camp  4  was  relocated  to 
a  new  site  at  Ban  Nam  At  (former  Kok  Pho)  Village  (UIJ  9301)  about  three  kilome- 
ters south  of  Muong  Et  (Muong  Het)  Village  (UJ  9703)  on  the  west  side  of  the  Nam 
Et  (Nam  Het)  River,  about  18  kilometers  from  Xieng  Kho  District  Town  (VJ  1202). 
In  1977,  about  100  colonels  and  civilian  grade  equivalents  were  transferred  to  Camp 
5.  In  1978,  about  250  inmates  were  transferred  to  Camp  6.  In  1981,  Camps  4  and  6 
were  moved  from  their  Nam  Et  River  site  to  the  original  Camp  4  location  (VH  3883) 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  River  on  Route  6.  The  two  camps  were  consolidat- 
ed and  called  "Sawmill  Production"  Unit  6.  Seminar  Camp  4  was  officially  closed 
down  with  the  merger.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this 
camp. 

E.  Seminar  Camp  5  was  initially  established  in  June  1975  on  the  south  side  (VH 
6311)  of  the  Nam  Sam  River  (VH  5212)  across  from  Sam  Tai  District  Town  (VH 
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6211),  and  moved  permanently  in  early  1976  to  a  natural  cliff  area  near  Ban  Sop 
Phua  Village  (VH  8325).  Camp  5  was  a  maximum  security  facility  for  "incorrigible" 
hardliners,  holding  about  700  FAR  and  police  colonels,  general  grade  officers,  and 
senior-level  civilian  ministers  and  equivalent  ranking  officials.  On  12  October  1977, 
26  senior  ranking  colonels,  generals  and  ministers  were  transferred  from  Camp  5  to 
Camp  1.  Camp  5  received  an  unknown  number  of  incorrigible  "hardliners"  from 
three  reeducation  camps  in  adjacent  Phong  Saly  Province  in  December  1978  when 
these  camps  were  closed  down  in  fear  of  Chinese  attack.  In  September  1979,  about 
25  general  grade  officers  and  civilian  equivalent  grades  were  accused  of  plotting  to 
overthrow  the  LPDR,  and  reportedly  were  later  executed.  By  1982,  Camp  5  was 
known  as  the  Huoay  Ta-Ngeua  Road  Construction  Unit.  As  of  June  1983,  Camp  5 
held  about  400  inmates  who  were  assigned  to  hard  labor  construction  gangs  in  Sam 
Tai  District.  Camp  5  was  still  in  existence  as  of  August  1986,  and  was  later  reported- 
ly closed  down  (date  unknown).  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at 
this  camp. 

F.  Seminar  Camp  6  was  established  on  21  July  1975  about  five  kilometers  west  of 
Muong  Et  (Muong  Het)  Het  Village  (UJ  9703)  on  the  south  side  of  the  Nam  Et  (Nam 
Het)  River  between  Muong  Et  Village  and  Na  Kham  Village  (UH  9698)  in  Xieng 
Kho  District.  Route  67  ran  through  the  camp.  Camp  6  had  the  distinction  of  having 
been  originally  used  by  the  Pathet  Lao  as  a  prisoner  compound  as  early  as  1969.  In 
August  1975,  about  600  FAR  and  police  field  and  general  grade  officers,  and  civilian 
grade  equivalents  (ministers  and  province  chiefs)  were  detained  at  Camp  6,  where 
they  were  informed  that  they  would  not  be  eligible  for  release.  Later,  surviving  de- 
tainees were  categorized  as  "progressive"  educatees.  In  1978,  Camp  6  received  about 
250  inmates  from  Camp  4.  Camp  6  then  held  about  800  inmates,  including  the  FAR 
Supreme  Commander,  the  FAR  G-2  Chief,  the  FAR  Inspector  General,  and  other 
FAR  generals,  plus  about  200  dependents.  Camp  6  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Boun- 
lert  and  had  at  least  a  35-man  guard  force.  In  1981,  Camps  4  and  6  were  moved 
from  their  Nam  Et  River  site  to  the  original  Camp  4  location  (VH  3883)  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  River  between  Muang  Hom  and  Muang  Hang  Villages  on 
Route  6,  where  the  two  camps  were  consolidated  and  called  "Sawmill  Production" 
Unit  6.  By  June  1982,  Camp  6  was  known  as  "Production  Unit  6."  Inmates  were 
assigned  to  bridge  and  road  construction  and  repair,  and  timber-cutting  crews. 
Camp  6  was  still  in  existence  as  of  March  1987,  and  was  later  reportedly  closed 
down  (date  unknown).  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

G.  Seminar  Camp  7  was  located  in  an  area  (VH  422752)  about  1,200  meters  north 
of  Camp  1  on  the  east  side  of  the  Nam  Mo  River  across  from  Sop  Hao  Township 
(VH  4373),  Vieng  Sai  District.  Camp  7  inmates  waited  six  months  to  three  years  for 
trial  which  found  them  guilty  and  sentenced  them  to  long  terms  of  hard  labor.  The 
number  of  detainees  at  Camp  7  was  350  to  400  during  1976-1978,  450  to  500  during 
1979-1980,  250  to  300  during  1981-1982,  150  to  200  during  1983-1984,  and  180  to  250 
during  1985-1986.  Only  a  few  detainees  were  released  and  only  a  few  successfully 
escaped.  Two  or  three  prisoners  died  daily  from  starvation,  disease  or  were  execut- 
ed. The  dead  included  Lieutenant  General  Bounleut  Sanichan;  Brigadier  Generals 
Nouphet  Daoheuang,  Atsaphangthong  Pathammavong,  Bounchan  Savatphaiphan, 
Thongphan  Khanoksi,  Bounthieng  Venvongsot,  Chao  Sin  Saisana,  Rattanabanlang 
Chounlamonti;  Colonels  Amkha  Khanthamisai,  Phom  Phanthavong,  Kavin  Keona- 
kon  (Police),  Khammouk  Pengsiaroon  (Police);  Director  of  Public  Works  Itsara  Don- 
sasourith.  As  of  August  1986,  Camp  7  held  about  250  inmates;  inmates  included 
FAR/RLG  and  LPDR  military  personnel.  Camp  7  may  be  identical  with  the  Thong 
Fek  Prison  which  was  about  14  kilometers  east  of  Sam  Neua  and  which  was  a  pre- 
trial sentencing  facility.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this 
camp. 

H.  The  Pha  Deng  Camp  (VH  2335)  was  located  at  Phou  Pha  Deng  about  two  kilo- 
meters east  of  Viengsai  Sai  District  Town  on  the  road  to  Nameo  (VH  6644).  The  Pha 
Deng  Camp  encompassed  a  100  by  200  meter  area  which  was  bordered  by  steep  cliffs 
on  one  side  and  a  deep  valley  on  the  other  side.  Inmates  were  kept  in  caves,  and 
harsh  conditions  inside  the  camp  led  to  a  number  of  cases  of  insanity.  As  of  early 
1986,  it  held  about  25  FAR/RLG  survivors,  who  were  scheduled  for  release.  Other 
FAR/RLG  inmates  had  been  moved  to  Seminar  Camps  2,  5  or  7.  After  the  last  survi- 
vors were  released  in  1986,  the  Pha  Deng  Camp  was  converted  into  a  camp  for 
LPDR  personnel.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

I.  One  Vietnamese  boat  refugee  provided  hearsay  information  about  a  detention 
camp  which  held  six  U.S.  POW's  (including  two  blacks)  as  of  April  1982  in  a  small 
valley  where  Thao  La  La  Hamlet  was  situated  in  Houa  Phan  Province. 

11.  In  June  1983,  under  MOI  direction,  the  Houa  Phan  Province  Camp  complex 
was  consolidated  into  a  composite  seminar  production  battalion  headquarters  at  the 
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Sop  Phan  Camp  near  Na  Luong  Village  (VH  3866),  Muang  Poua  Canton,  Viengsay 
District.  The  composite  battalion  headquarters  staff  was  commanded  by  MOI  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Maisin  Misai  (Maysing  Meesay),  and  had  four  guard  companies  and 
two  special  independent  platoons.  Each  guard  company  was  responsible  for  the  secu- 
rity of  one  camp.  Company  1  was  unlocated.  Company  2  was  colocated  with  the  bat- 
talion headquarters  and  guarded  about  100  inmates  who  were  involved  in  construct- 
ing agricultural  settlements  and  roads.  Company  3  was  located  at  Houay  Ngum  Vil- 
lage, Muang  Hang  Canton  (VH  3981),  Xieng  Kho  District  (VJ  1101),  and  guarded 
inmates  who  were  involved  in  road  construction  in  remote  areas  near  the  Vietnam- 
ese border.  Company  4  was  located  at  Sop  Long  Village  (VH  3192),  Muang  Hom 
Canton,  Xieng  Kho  District,  and  guarded  inmates  doing  road  and  bridge  repair.  The 
1st  Special  Platoon  was  located  in  the  remote  Lao  Huong  mountainous  area,  and 
the  2nd  Special  Platoon  was  colocated  with  the  Viengsai  District  Military  Head- 
quarters (VH  2949),  where  inmates  constructed  and  repaired  buildings.  Prison  in- 
mates of  the  Sop  Hao  camp  system  were  assigned  to  two  production  groups  which 
worked  on  a  road  and  bridge  construction  project  at  Sop  Long  Village  (VH  0261),  an 
irrigation  project  at  Houei  Tao  (VH  0461),  and  on  a  hospital,  school  and  residential 
construction  project  at  Lao  Houng  Village.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in 
detention  at  these  camp  sites. 

12.  As  of  December  1986,  Camp  14  was  newly  established  in  Houa  Phan  Province. 
It  was  located  about  one  kilometer  from  Sam  Neua  District  Township  (VH  0057), 
held  about  300  inmates,  and  was  operated  by  the  Houa  Phan  Province  PSO  as  a  pre- 
trial temporary  detention  facility.  The  camp  was  constructed  of  bamboo  and  had 
more  than  20  buildings  to  house  inmates  and  guards.  The  camp  was  surrounded  by 
three  barbed  wire  fences,  and  was  divided  into  light,  medium  and  heavy  security 
areas.  Inmates  included  former  RLG  officials,  and  LPDR  political  prisoners  and  civil 
criminals.  The  camp  had  a  90-man  guard  force.  As  of  May  1988,  Camp  14  held  only 
civil  criminals  and  LPDR  officials  on  various  charges;  no  RLG  inmates  were  de- 
tained there.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  distention  at  this  camp. 

13.  Phong  Saly  Province  had  a  seminar  camp  complex  between  August  1975  and 
November  1978,  which  held  about  2,000  RLG/ FAR  inmates  and  about  an  equal 
number  of  family  dependents  in  one  of  five  seminar  camps.  Each  camp  has  a  50- 
man  staff,  including  a  35-man  guard  force.  By  August  1986,  only  Camp  5  existed  in 
Phong  Saly  Province  with  about  150  FAR  enlisted  and  NCO  detainees.  No  foreign 
nationals  were  reported  in  detention  in  the  Phong  Saly  Province  camp  system, 
which  had  consisted  of  Seminar  Camps  1  through  5. 

A.  Seminar  Camp  1,  also  known  as  the  Thong  Nam  Noi  and  the  Muang  Khoua 
Seminar  Camp,  was  established  in  August  1975  along  Route  19  near  Sop  Kai  Village 
(TJ  3429),  about  ten  kilometers  southwest  of  Muang  Khoua  District  Town.  The  camp 
was  located  on  the  east  side  of  Route  19  at  Kilometer  Marker-91  (possibly  TJ  5329) 
along  the  Pak  River.  Initial  inmates  included  about  500  RLG  police  and  FAR  lieu- 
tenants and  captains.  Inmates  were  allowed  to  be  accompanied  by  dependents  to  dis- 
courage escape  attempts.  In  December  1976,  200  inmates  were  moved  to  the  Pak 
Nam  Noi  Camp  (TJ  1334)  and  to  Muang  Yo  Seminar  Camp  4.  In  June  1977,  about 
200  FAR  enlisted  and  NCO  personnel  from  Camp  2  were  moved  to  Camp  1.  In  De- 
cember 1978,  all  remaining  officer  inmates  (number  unknown)  were  transferred  to 
the  Pak  Beng  Camp  (QC  2302)  in  Oudomsai  Province  and  then  to  the  Pak  Xuang 
Camp  (TH  1110)  about  25  kilometers  northwest  of  Luang  Prabang  Township.  From 
Pak  Xuang,  they  were  flown  to  two  C-47  and  C-123  aircraft  to  the  Phonsavan  Camp 
(UG  1253)  in  Xieng  Khoang  Province,  Sepone  in  Savannakhet  Province,  and  Atto- 
peu  Province,  where  they  were  placed  in  southern  seminar  camps.  They  were  re- 
placed at  Camp  1  by  300  FAR  enlisted  and  NCO  inmates  with  dependents  from 
Camp  2.  Im  April  1982,  300  FAR  enlisted  and  NCO  inmates  with  dependents  from 
Camp  4  were  transferred  to  Camp  1.  Inmates  were  used  during  the  1980-1986  period 
to  build  a  laterite  road  (Provincial  Route  48)  from  Nam  Noi  to  Muang  Yo  Village  in 
Boun  Neua  District.  Camp  1  was  closed  down  sometime  in  1986.  No  foreign  nation- 
als were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

B.  Seminar  Camp  2,  also  known  as  the  Muang  Mai  District  (TJ  6942)  Seminar 
Camp,  was  located  near  the  SRV  border  about  200  kilometers  northeast  of  Muang 
Khoua  District  Town  on  the  north  side  of  Route  19  near  the  Nam  Noua  River. 
Camp  2  held  about  900  RLG/ FAR  inmates  and  dependents.  All  were  FAR  and  RLG 
police  enlisted  and  NCO  personnel  from  Louang  Namtha,  Luang  Prabang,  and  Saya- 
boury  Provinces.  Inmates  were  used  on  road  construction  work.  In  June  1977,  about 
200  inmates  were  transferred  to  Muang  Khoua  Seminar  Camp  1,  replacing  junior 
grade  officers  who  were  moved  to  Muang  Yo  Seminar  Camp  4,  and  about  700  in- 
mates were  moved  to  a  new  Camp  2  site  at  Pak  Nam  Noi  (TJ  1334).  During  1979, 
Camp  2  had  300  enlisted  and  NCO  inmates;  300  enlisted  and  CNO  inmates  were 
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transferred  to  Muang  Yo  Seminar  Camp  4.  Inmates  were  used  during  the  1980-1986 
period  to  build  a  laterite  road  (Provincial  Route  48)  from  Nam  Noi  to  Muang  Yo. 
Camp  2  was  closed  down  sometime  in  1986.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in 
detention  at  this  camp. 

C.  Seminar  Camp  3,  also  known  as  the  Boun  Neua  Camp,  was  located  about  five 
kilometers  south  of  Boun  Neua  Township  (RD  0198)  between  Route  49  and  the  Nam 
Roun  River.  Camp  3  initially  held  435  inmates  (200  from  Vientiane  and  235  from 
Luang  Prabang  Provinces);  all  were  former  RLG  politicians  and  national  assembly- 
men; about  45  inmates  died  at  Camp  3.  In  December  1978,  all  remaining  inmates 
were  transferred  to  the  Houa  Phan  Province  seminar  camp  system,  and  Camp  3  was 
closed.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

D.  Seminar  Camp  4,  also  known  as  the  Muang  Yo  Seminar  Camp  (QD  9580),  was 
located  at  Kilometer  65,  Muang  Yo  Village,  Boun  Neua  District  (RD  0095),  and  held 
about  110  FAR  MR-1  (Luang  Prabang)  field  grade  officers.  In  December  1976,  about 
200  FAR  junior  grade  officers  were  transferred  from  Camp  1  to  Camp  4.  In  Decem- 
ber 1978,  all  field  grade  officers  were  transferred  to  the  Houa  Phan  Province  semi- 
nar camp  system.  All  junior  grade  officers  were  gradually  transferred  to  the  Pak 
Beng  Camp  (QC  2302)  in  Oudomsai  Province  and  then  to  the  Pak  Xuang  Camp  (TH 
1110)  about  25  kilometers  northwest  of  Luang  Prabang  Township.  From  Pak  Xuang, 
the  inmates  were  flown  in  two  C-47  and  C-123  aircraft  to  Phonsavan  (UG  1253)  in 
Xieng  Khoang  Province,  Sepone  in  Savannakhet  Province,  and  Attopeu  Province. 
They  were  replaced  by  about  300  FAR  enlisted  and  NCO  inmates  from  Camp  2.  In- 
mates were  used  during  the  1980-1986  period  to  build  a  laterite  road  (Provincial 
Route  48)  from  Nam  Noi  to  Muang  Yo.  Campe  4  was  closed  down  in  1986.  No  for- 
eign nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

E.  Seminar  Camp  5  was  located  at  Bouam  Phan  Village,  Khao  Canton  (TJ  0535) 
in  Muang  Khoua  District.  As  of  August  1986,  Camp  5  held  about  130  inmates  from 
Camps  1  and  4  who  had  not  been  released.  Inmates  were  used  during  the  1980-1986 
period  inmates  to  build  a  laterite  road  (Provincial  Route  48)  from  Nam  Noi  to 
Muang  Yo.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

14.  The  Xieng  Khoang  Province  seminar  camp  system  detained  about  3,000  de- 
tainees as  of  1986.  Each  camp  had  a  50-man  staff,  including  a  35-man  guard  force. 
The  Nachong  Seminar  Camp  (UG  134  623),  also  known  as  Seminar  Camp  C.  157, 
was  established  in  June  or  July  1975  and  was  located  near  the  Napa  River;  it  was  a 
maximum  security  camp.  Seminar  Camp  3  (UG  154  628)  was  located  about  the  three 
kilometers  north  of  the  Nachong  Camp;  it  held  about  750  inmates  (not  including  de- 
pendments);  over  200  inmates  died  in  the  camp.  Beginning  in  a  February-March 
1979,  Seminar  Camp  3  inmates  were  reassigned  to  Seminar  Camps  515,  518  and  523 
for  production  work.  Seminar  Camp  4  was  located  at  UG  158  638  and  detained  "in- 
corrigible" prisoners.  In  1980,  Seminar  Camp  4  inmates  were  relocated  to  the  Ban 
Hou  area  (UG  5964)  about  two  kilometers  from  Route  7  where  it  had  Subcamps  55, 
56,  57  and  58.  The  Longkai  Seminar  Camp  was  located  near  Ban  Ban  (UG  5070).  It 
had  seven  subcamps  designated  CI  through  C7  along  the  Nam  Mat  River.  Seminar 
Camp  5  was  located  on  the  bank  of  the  Napa  River,  a  few  kilometers  from  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Nam  Ha  River,  with  about  600  detainees;  300  had  been  transferred 
from  the  closed  down  Camp  4.  Seminar  Camp  6  was  unlocated  with  about  300  de- 
tainees. Seminar  Camp  6  was  unlocated  with  about  300  detainees.  Seminar  Camp  5 
and  Camp  6  inmates  were  assigned  to  Construction  (Seminar)  Battalions  575  and 
611,  which  were  involved  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  Thong  Hai  Hin  (UG  0651)  Air- 
field; each  battalion  had  about  300  inmates.  The  Bansone  Seminar  Camp  (UG  292 
610)  was  located  about  three  kilometers  from  Route  7  between  Phonsavan  and  Nong 
Pet  (UG  310640;  it  held  LPDR  inmates  who  had  been  transferred  from  Subcamp  58 
of  the  Longkai  Seminar  Camp.  The  Nong  Het  Seminar  Camp  (UG  944  550)  held 
about  90  former  Royal  Lao  Air  Force  officers  through  the  rank  of  captain.  No  for- 
eign nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  any  of  these  camps. 

A.  The  Phonsavan  Camp  (UG  1351)  was  established  in  December  1975  near  Lee 
Village  (UG  1052)  for  about  200  Royal  Lao  Air  Force  personnel  (privates  through 
captain)  and  their  dependents,  and  was  also  known  as  the  702nd  Seminar  Battalion. 
Beginning  in  early  1986,  inmates  were  gradually  released.  As  of  February  1987, 
about  98  inmates  of  the  Houa  Phan  Province  seminar  camp  complex  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Phonsavan  Camp,  where  they  were  grouped  for  onward  move- 
ment to  Vientiane  for  release.  No  foreign  prisoners  were  reported  in  detention  at 
this  camp. 

B.  Seminar  Camps  515,  518,  523,  575  and  611  have  also  been  reported  as  Construc- 
tion Battalions;  each  had  about  150  inmates.  Camp  515  was  located  at  deserted  Pha 
Pang  Hang  Village  (TG  6558)  along  Route  7  in  Pek  District;  most  inmates  were  FAR 
Military  Region  5  (Vientiane)  personnel  who  had  been  detained  at  the  Vang  Vieng 
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Camp.  Camp  515  inmates  were  used  for  Route  7  road  and  bridge  repair  and  con- 
struction. Camp  515  was  commanded  by  Major  Bounli,  had  four  companies  com- 
posed of  inmates,  and  a  30-man  guard  force.  Inmates  who  were  too  old  or  ill  for 
hard  labor  were  sent  to  Hat  Village  (UG  6657)  where  about  20  inmates  raised  vege- 
tables and  livestock.  Captured  escapees  were  sent  to  the  Phonsavan-Longkai  Prison 
(UG  5566).  Only  prisoners  in  poor  health  were  released.  In  early  1986,  Camp  515 
companies  were  sent  in  rotation  to  help  build  the  Joint  Armed  Forces  School  at 
Paen  (TG  9869),  Pek  District.  In  August  1986,  Camp  515  was  relocated  to  the  Paen 
area,  and  had  about  50  inmates.  Camp  575  was  located  at  Ban  Nam  Khao  (UG  1050) 
near  the  end  of  the  Thong  Hai  Airfield;  it  had  700  inmates  including  dependent 
family  members  as  of  1981.  The  606th  Seminar  Battalion  was  located  about  four  kil- 
ometers east  of  Phonsavan.  Camp  611  was  located  near  Xiang  Houng  (TG  8262),  and 
had  about  600  inmates  including  dependents.  The  705th  Seminar  Battalion  was  lo- 
cated at  Nam  Chat  (UG  8107),  and  was  involved  in  the  construction  of  the  Lao 
Armed  Forces  Officers  Academy  at  Paen  Village  (TG  9369).  No  foreign  prisoners 
were  reported  in  detention  at  any  of  these  camps. 

C.  As  of  spring  1987,  the  518th  Seminar  Battalion  with  145  inmates  was  building 
a  new  runway  to  handle  MIG-21  aircraft  at  the  Thong  Hai  Hin  Airfield  (UG  1251) 
under  the  supervision  of  20  Soviet  engineers.  The  575th  and  611th  Seminar  Battal- 
ions, composed  of  150  inmates  each,  were  also  involved  in  the  construction.  Each  of 
the  three  battalions  were  augmented  by  about  100  dependent  females.  About  1,000 
laborers  (inmates  and  dependents)  were  involved  in  the  construction.  Airfield  con- 
struction also  included  plans  for  over  80  permanent  buildings,  including  42  three- 
storey  buildings.  Construction  began  in  January  1985,  and  was  scheduled  to  be  com- 
pleted in  1988.  Two  radar  stations  were  built,  one  at  Phou  Keng  Mountain  (UG 
0450)  and  one  at  Phou  Seu  Mountain  (TG  9938).  Another  radar  station  had  previous- 
ly been  built  in  an  area  near  Bam  Gnouan  (UG  0953).  All  construction  materials 
and  heavy  equipment  were  provided  by  the  Soviets.  No  foreign  nationals  were  re- 
ported in  detention  at  any  of  these  sites. 

D.  One  Lao  resistance  member,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  in- 
formation about  six  U.S.  POW's  being  held  in  a  camp  in  early  March  1986  at  the 
[data]  near  [data]  Village  [data]. 

15.  Vientiane  Province  had  several  detention  and  seminar  facilities.  The  Vang 
Mieng  Seminar  Camp  was  established  between  February  and  July  1976,  and  was  lo- 
cated at  Vang  Mieng  Village  (TF  136627),  and  held  about  1,000  RLG/FAR  detainees 
in  mid-1976.  The  Ban  Thangon  Seminar  Camp  was  located  about  25  kilometers 
north  of  Vientiane  City,  and  held  minor  political  offenders  and  NCO's  who  were 
sentenced  to  a  maximum  of  three  years  of  imprisonment.  The  Sammune  Muang 
Fenang  Seminar  Camp  (SF  9772)  held  FAR  company  grade  officers  and  NCO's  until 
mid-1979  when  the  camp  was  moved  to  Muang  Heuang  (UF  6373)  in  Bolikhamsai 
Province.  As  of  mid-1984,  the  Don  Pho  Seminar  Camp  was  in  the  area  of  TF  5055 
near  the  Nam  Ngum  Dam  Reservoir  and  held  FAR  NCO's  and  low  level  political 
prisoners.  The  Thongkheng  Seminar  Camp  was  in  the  area  of  TF  3439  about  62  kilo- 
meters north  of  Vientiane  City.  As  of  mid-1985,  seminar  laborers  were  assigned  to 
constructions  units  at  the  Basic  Joint  Operations  School  at  the  Dan  Mouang  Camp 
(TF  2626),  Phon  Hong  District,  and  to  LPAF  Sawmill  Enterprise  No.  1  at  Ban  Keun 
Village  (TF  4431),  Thoulakhom  District.  About  120  seminar  laborers  were  assigned 
to  the  582nd  Engineering  Battalion  which  was  building  a  Joint  Operations  School  at 
the  Dan  Mouang  Camp.  As  of  mid-1985,  the  MND  General  Logistics  Department's 
Camp  Barracks  Department  used  about  350  seminar  personnel  who  were  assigned  to 
a  transportation  company,  a  brick  kiln,  two  sawmills,  and  three  construction  enter- 
prises. Another  1,000  released  seminar  inmates  were  assigned  to  Production  Unit  2, 
which  had  four  sub-units.  Sub-unit  1  fished  at  the  Nam  Ngum  Dam  (TF  4250);  Sub- 
unit  2  bred  fish;  Sub-unit  3  was  tasked  with  animal  husbandry;  and  Sub-unit  4  culti- 
vated flowers  and  industrial  plants.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention 
at  any  of  these  camps. 

16.  Bolikhamsai  Province  had  an  unknown  number  of  detention  and  seminar 
camps.  In  mid-1979,  the  Vientiane  Province  Sammune  Muang  Fenang  Camp  (SF 
9772)  moved  to  Muang  Heuang  (UF  6373)  in  Bolikhamsai  Province  with  an  un- 
known number  of  FAR  company  grade  officer  inmates.  As  of  the  mid-1980's,  about 
1,000  released  FAR  seminar  inmates  were  assigned  to  Production  Unit  1  in  Paksane 
District  (UF  5832).  Production  Unit  1  built  roads,  bridges,  buildings,  and  cleared 
wood  from  the  junction  of  Route  4  at  Paksane  to  Route  401  at  Thong  Phan  Kham 
(UF  6450).  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  any  of  these  camps. 

17.  Luong  Namtha  and  Sayaboury  Province  had  an  unknown  number  of  detention 
facilities  and  no  known  seminar  camps.  Several  hundred  former  RLG  civil  servants 
and  FAR  personnel  from  these  two  provinces  were  initially  sent  to  the  Pak  Beng 
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Seminar  Camp  (QC  2302),  Oudomsai  Province,  in  July-August  1975.  The  Pak  Beng 
Camp  was  a  temporary  holding  facility  for  RLG  and  FAR  personnel.  FAR  personnel 
were  sent  to  the  Nam  Bac  Seminar  Camp  (TH  3582)  in  Luang  Prabang  Province 
before  being  further  transferred  to  the  Phong  Saly  Province  Seminar  Camp  system. 
In  December  1978,  FAR  junior  grade  officers  in  the  Phong  Saly  Province  Seminar 
Camp  system  were  gradually  transferred  to  the  Pak  Beng  Camp  and  then  to  the 
Pak  Xuang  Camp  (TH  1110)  about  25  kilometers  northwest  of  Luang  Prabang  Town- 
ship. From  Pak  Xuang,  the  inmates  were  flown  in  two  C-47  and  C-123  aircraft  to 
Phonsavan  (UG  1253)  in  Xieng  Khoang  Province,  Sepone  in  Savannakhet  Province, 
and  Attopeu  Province.  The  Oudomsai  Province  camp  (not  further  identified)  was 
closed  in  early  1979,  and  all  inmates  (mostly  FAL  MR-1  officers),  were  transferred 
to  an  unknown  camp  in  Xieng  Khouang  Provmce.  No  foreign  nationals  were  report- 
ed in  detention  at  these  camps. 

18.  Luang  Prabang  Province  had  several  detention  and  seminar  camps.  Between 
1975  and  1985,  there  were  two  main  seminar  camps,  two  smaller  ones,  and  a  jail  in 
Muang  Ngoi  District  Town.  All  were  located  along  the  Nam  Ou  River  or  along  its 
tributaries.  The  two  main  seminar  camps  were  Hatchan  (TH  5890)  and  Nam  Bac 
(TH  3582),  which  was  across  the  Nam  Bak  River  from  Ban  Nakhon  Village  (TH 
4680).  In  1976,  about  500  FAR  NCO's  were  transferred  from  Luang  Prabang  Prov- 
ince to  the  Nakay  Seminar  Camp  in  Khammouan  Province,  and  several  hundred 
FAR  MR-1  NCO's  were  held  at  the  Nam  Bac  Camp  (TH  3582).  Most  NCO's  were 
usually  released  after  two  to  four  years  of  imprisonment.  Comments  are  available 
on  the  following  camps: 

A.  The  Ban  Hatchan  Seminar  Camp  (TH  5890)  was  established  in  August  1975  for 
RLG  civil  servants  from  Luang  Prabang,  Xieng  Khouang  and  Sayaboury  Provinces. 
The  Hatchan  Camp  was  located  south  of  Muang  Ngoi  District  Town  in  a  valley 
formed  by  the  Phaboun  and  Phapae  Mountains  along  the  Nam  Ou  River;  it  was  bor- 
dered on  the  south  by  the  Nam  Kong  River  and  on  the  north  by  the  Nam  Ngoi 
River.  The  Hatchen  Camp  held  about  400  inmates  plus  350  dependents.  Inmates 
were  usually  released  after  two  to  four  years  of  imprisonment.  The  Ban  Hatchan 
Seminar  Center  was  noted  in  the  overt  Vientiane  press  in  June  1977,  and  was  closed 
down  in  1980  after  remaining  inmates  were  transferred  to  seminar  camps  in  Xieng 
Khouang  and  Attopeu  Provinces.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  by  former  in- 
mates in  detention  at  this  camp. 

B.  The  Nam  Bac  Seminar  Camp  (TH  3582)  was  established  in  August  1975  for 
FAR  personnel,  and  was  also  known  as  the  Oudomsai  (Nam  Bac)  District  Seminar 
Camp,  in  Luang  Prabang  Province.  FAR  MR-1  officers  were  initially  held  at  the 
camp.  On  31  November  1975,  110  FAR  MR-1  field  grade  officers  were  transferred  to 
Phong  Saly  Province  Seminar  Camp  4.  Lieutenants  and  captains  were  also  sent  to 
Phong  Saly  Province  Seminar  Camp  1,  and  NCO's  were  sent  to  Phong  Saly  Province 
Seminar  Camp  2.  The  Nam  Bac  Seminar  Center  was  noted  in  the  overt  Vientiane 
press  in  June  1977.  The  Nam  Bac  Camp  held  several  hundred  NCO's  and  a  few  offi- 
cers until  it  was  closed  down  in  1980  after  remaining  inmates  were  transferred  to 
seminar  camps  in  Xieng  Khouang  and  Attopeu  Provinces.  No  foreign  nationals  were 
reported  by  former  inmates  in  detention  at  this  camp.  However,  one  individual, 
whose  reliability  was  undermined,  provided  information  about  12  U.S.  POW's  who 
were  held  at  the  Nam  Bac  Camp  after  being  captured  there  during  the  war  years; 
five  U.S.  POW's  were  reportedly  moved  to  the  USSR  in  1985  and  seven  were  report- 
edly still  kept  at  the  Nam  Bac  Camp  of  mid-1986  with  about  30  alleged  former 
Armed  Forces  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  (ARVN)  POW's. 

C.  The  Ban  Hatxao  Seminar  Camp  or  Jail  (TH  5226  or  TH  5477)  (2035N/10238E) 
was  located  on  the  bank  of  the  Nam  Hgu  River,  and  held  about  60  RLG  civil  serv- 
ants. In  December  1978,  Ban  Hatzao  Camp  inmates  were  moved  to  the  Ban  Pakchim 
Seminar  Camp  (2026N/1023E)  and  were  gradually  released  after  about  four  years  of 
imprisonment.  The  Ban  Hatxao  Camp  held  about  200  prisoners  as  of  September 
1986.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

D.  The  Ban  Namo  Camp  (TH  0012)  held  about  200  captured  Lao  resistance  mem- 
bers as  of  late  1983.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  this  camp. 

E.  Two  small  seminar  camps  (Nos.  193  and  196)  were  respectively  located  near  a 
bridge  over  the  Nam  Bak  River  near  the  junction  of  the  Nam  Bak  and  Houei  Ngeu 
Rivers,  and  at  Nanongxung.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at 
these  two  camps. 

F.  A  camp  for  returning  Lao  refugees  was  located  about  40  kilometers  northeast 
of  Luang  Prabang  Township  near  the  Nam  Ai  River.  Another  camp  for  returning 
Lao  refugees  was  built  in  the  Ban  Gnhok  Van  area  (TH  1808).  No  foreign  nationals 
were  reported  in  detention  at  these  camps. 
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G.  Another  individual,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  information 
about  having  seen  two  Caucasians  in  leg  irons,  who  had  been  captured  before  1972, 
along  the  main  road  about  8.0  kilometers  east  of  Muang  Ngoi  (TH  5891)  in  April 
1986.  This  person  also  provided  information  (FIR-317/09341-86  of  22  July  1986) 
about  a  detention  camp  at  Ban  Don  Lae  (TH  5085)  in  Muang  Ngoi  District,  which 
held  two  male  and  four  female  Americans  in  a  cave  guarded  by  eight  People's 
Armed  Forces  of  Vietnam  (PAVN)  and  14  LPAF  personnel;  the  cave  camp  was 
called  the  Widow's  Cave  (Tham  Mae  Mai).  Other  than  this,  no  foreign  nationals 
were  reported  in  detention  at  any  camp  in  the  province  by  former  inmates. 

20.  In  Khammouan  Province,  the  camp  system  held  about  2,300  RLG  and  FAR 
inmates  as  of  July  1985,  including  about  500  FAR  and  police  officers.  In  1975,  field 
grade  officers  were  sent  to  the  Sepone  Seminar  Camp  in  Savannakhet  Province. 
About  50  RLG  police  enlisted  and  NCO  personnel,  and  second  lieutenants  were  sent 
to  the  Phonkhen  Seminar  Camp  (WE  1738)  in  September  1975,  where  they  were  as- 
signed to  agricultural  and  road  repair  tasks  on  Route  8.  In  September  1976,  43  sur- 
viving inmates  were  relocated  to  the  Thoen  Douan  (Theun  Douan)  aka  Nakay  Semi- 
nar Camp  (WE  2554),  Gnommalat  District,  where  it  was  also  known  as  the  74th  Pro- 
duction Group.  About  500  NCO's  were  transferred  from  Luang  Prabang  Province  to 
the  Nakay  Camp  in  1976.  As  of  late  1979,  the  Nakay  Camp  held  about  2,000  enlisted 
and  officer  personnel  through  captain  rank  from  Khammouan  and  Savannakhet 
Provinces.  Inmates  were  assigned  to  one  of  six  production  battalions  under  the  74th 
Production  Group.  Inmates  performed  hard  labor,  clearing  forests,  cultivating  rice 
paddy  fields,  and  repairing  roads.  Dependents  began  joining  the  inmates  in  1980.  AS 
of  mid-1984,  inmates  at  the  Na  Kai  province  camp  (WE  3060)  were  used  as  the  labor 
force  for  State  Forestry  Enterprises  Nos.  4  and  5.  The  Mahaxai  75yh  Production 
Subgroup  (1725N/10512E)  had  about  400  inmates  who  performed  road  construction 
and  repair  work  on  Route  12  between  Gnommalat  District  and  Thakhek  District 
Town.  The  Naden  Camp  (1729N/ 10525),  also  known  as  the  70th  Production  Group, 
was  relocated  in  1980  to  new  quarters  about  2.5  kilometers  east  of  Ban  Haden  be- 
tween Route  12  and  the  Xe  Bang  Fai  River.  About  25  percent  of  all  inmates  in  the 
Khammouan  Province  camp  system  either  died  or  escaped.  As  of  January  1986,  the 
camp  system  held  about  200  inmates  and  dependents  who  were  assigned  to  one  of 
four  50-man  companies.  Although  no  foreign  nationals  were  reported  by  former  in- 
mates in  detention  at  any  of  these  camps,  Lao  resistance  members  claimed  to  have 
information  on  live  U.S.  POW's  in  various  areas  of  Khammouan  Province  as  fol- 
lows: 

A.  One  Lao  resistance  member,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  in- 
formation about  four  U.S.  POW's  at  the  Nadeng  Prison  in  Khammouan  Province  as 
of  February  1983.  This  same  report  also  noted  that  the  Lao  resistance  member  had 
obtained  information  from  an  escaped  inmate  who  reportedly  had  met  two  U.S. 
POW's  at  this  prison  during  the  period  mid-1981  to  January  1983. 

B.  Another  Lao  resistance  member,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided 
information  about  17  U.S.  POW's  being  held  at  a  detention  camp  near  Phahio  Vil- 
lage (possible  WD  4598),  which  was  about  two  kilometers  southwest  of  the  junction 
of  Routes  122  and  123  (WD  4799)  and  about  50  kilometers  southeast  of  Mahaxai  Dis- 
trict Town. 

C.  This  same  Lao  resistance  member  had  earlier  claimed  to  have  information  on 
one  U.S.  POW  who  was  being  protected  and  guarded  by  villagers  at  Napeng  Village 
(WE  7115),  Talong  Canton  (WE  7019),  Boualapha  District,  in  October  1986.  The  sub- 
source  for  this  Lao  resistance  member  was  also  debriefed  and  claimed  that  one  U.S. 
POW  was  being  held  by  Napeng  villagers  as  of  November-December  1986. 

21.  In  Savannakhet  Province,  about  3,500  seminar  camp  inmates  (with  depend- 
ents) from  the  ranks  of  sergeant  to  major  were  assigned  to  five  road  construction 
and  two  bridge  construction  units  along  Route  9  from  Xa  Thamouak  (WD  9732), 
Phin  District,  Savannakhet  Province,  east  to  the  Vietnamese  border,  and  west  to 
Phalane  Canton  (WD  6041),  Atsaphangthong  District,  Savannakhet  Province.  Pro- 
duction work  camps  were  located  near  Xa  Thamouak  (WD  9732),  Sepone  (XD  3244), 
Senkua  Toulouang  (XD  1753),  Lako  (XD  5857),  and  Ban  Buk  (XD  6152).  In  July  1975, 
all  FAR  personnel  in  FAR  Military  Region  3  (MR-3)  were  ordered  to  report  for  in- 
doctrination training.  About  300  FAR  MR-3  officers  from  the  ranks  of  major  to  colo- 
nel were  held  at  the  Fa  Ngum  School  (1634N/10445E)  in  Savannakhet  City  for  a 
one-month  preliminary  seminar  before  being  sent  in  mid-August  and  September 
1975  to  the  Sepone  Seminar  Camp  by  C-47  aircraft.  Twelve  senior  officers,  including 
Brigadier  General  Nouphet  Daoheuang  (FAR  MR-3  Commander),  Police  Colonels 
Chanpheng  Phetsomphou  and  Sisouvan,  Colonels  Soulang  Phetsomphou  and 
Kamko,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sivisai,  were  transferred  to  the  Houa  Phan  Prov- 
ince seminar  camp  complex.  On  7  September  1975,  290  majors  to  colonels  were  sent 
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to  the  Sepone  Seminar  Camp,  which  held  about  1,000  inmates  and  dependent  fami- 
lies. By  March  1978,  the  Sepone  Seminar  Camp  was  closed  down  because  of  repeated 
escape  attempts.  About  190  Sepone  Seminar  Camp  inmates  were  transferred  to  the 
Senkua  Tonglouang  Seminar  Camp  (XD  1884)  near  Ban  Senkua  (XD  1753),  about  30 
kilometers  northwest  of  Sepone  near  the  Nambok/Nam  Xe  Kok  River  (XD  1954). 
The  Senkua  Seminary  Camp  held  about  1,000  inmates  and  dependent  families. 
Again,  because  of  repeated  escape  attempts,  about  100  surviving  inmates  of  the 
Senkua  Seminar  Camp  were  relocated  in  April  1979  to  the  Lako  Seminar  Camp  (XD 
5957),  also  known  as  the  Vink  Camp,  about  seven  kilometers  from  the  Vietnamese 
border.  During  February- June  1983,  about  30  Lako  Seminar  Camp  inmates  were  re- 
located to  the  Ban  Buk  (Ban  But)  Seminar  Camp.  The  Ban  Buk  Seminar  Camp  (XD 
6152)  was  located  about  10  kilometers  south  of  the  Lako  Seminar  Camp,  and  was 
about  five  kilometers  from  the  Vietnamese  border.  As  of  late  1986,  there  were  only 
16  inmates  and  one  family  left  at  the  Ban  Buk  Camp.  Other  inmates  either  had 
died,  were  shot  attempting  to  escape,  or  had  been  transferred  to  the  district  jail  for 
disciplinary  action.  Camp  officials  never  spoke  of  release,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
policy  was  to  let  the  inmates  gradually  die  off.  The  Ban  Phabang  Seminar  Camp 
(1653N/10619E)  held  about  600  elderly  and  retired  RLG  civil  servants  and  FAR  per- 
sonnel with  dependents  who  had  been  transferred  from  camps  at  Ban  Kengkhan 
and  Ban  Xieng  Hom  (1647N/10619E);  inmates  did  agriculture  and  husbandry  work. 
The  Ban  Dong  Seminar  Camp  (1638N/10625E)  initially  held  about  900  officers 
through  captain  rank,  and  by  late  1984  held  about  300  surviving  inmates.  The  Ban 
Dong  Camp  was  located  about  22  kilometers  east  of  Sepone  District  Township  along 
Route  9.  The  Savannakhet  Province  Public  Security  Office  (PSO)  administered  the 
Kaeng  Khan  Prison  (XK  221530)  in  Sepone  District,  which  held  about  200  inmates 
in  harsh  conditions;  about  50  inmates  were  held  in  solitary  confinement  on  espio- 
nage charges.  Although  no  foreign  nationals  were  reported  by  former  inmates  in  de- 
tention at  any  of  these  camps,  Lao  resistance  members  claimed  to  have  information 
on  live  U.S.  POW's  in  various  areas  of  Savannakhet  Province  as  follows: 

A.  One  Lao  resistance  member,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  in- 
formation about  19  live  American  POW's  at  a  site  near  [data],  Muang  Angkham 
[data]. 

B.  Another  Lao  resistance  member  (see  paragraph  22C  below),  who  was  deter- 
mined to  be  deliberately  fabricating,  claimed  he  had  heard  from  others  of  seven 
Americans  held  in  June  1986  at  a  detention  camp  in  Savannakhet  Province  about 
30  kilometers  north  of  Sepone  District  Town  (XD  3244)  and  about  ten  kilometers 
northeast  of  Phabang  Mountain  (XD  4266).  Three  Americans  were  held  at  this 
camp,  while  four  other  Americans  had  been  moved  to  a  camp  at  Ta-Oy  (Ta-Oi)  Dis- 
trict (XC  6148)  in  Saravane  Province.  This  person  also  claimed  hearsay  information 
on  two  Americans  being  held  in  a  detention  camp  in  Samoi  (Samouai)  District,  Sa- 
vannakhet Province,  about  five  kilomters  from  the  Vietnamese  border  in  an  area 
with  cliffs  known  as  Lako  (XD  5857).  After  found  to  be  deliberately  fabricating,  this 
person  attempted  to  change  his  story  with  further  hearsay  information,  claiming 
that  American  POW's  had  been  held  in  Sepone  District  in  1984-1985  and  had  been 
moved  to  either  Dakchung  in  Sekong  Province  (formerly  part  of  Saravane  Province), 
or  Tady  in  Saravane  Province,  or  Lamam  in  Saravane  Province. 

22.  The  Saravane  Province  seminar  camp  system  existed  between  July  1975  and 
at  least  1980.  In  July  1975,  about  900  RLG  police  and  FAR  Military  Region  4  (MR-4) 
officers  and  NCO's  were  initially  concentrated  in  a  temporary  seminar  camp  at  the 
Saravane  Town  Airfield  (XC  5738).  All  were  moved  to  the  Ban  Bung  Kham  Seminar 
Camp  (XC  2238)  in  August  1975.  In  September  1979,  about  200  officers  were  flown 
by  C-47  aircraft  from  Luang  Prabang  Province  to  the  Pakse  Airfield,  Champassak 
Province,  where  they  were  then  taken  by  truck  and  on  foot  to  the  Dakchung  Semi- 
nar Camp  (YC  4211  or  YC  5010)  near  the  Vietnamese  border.  As  of  1980,  all  seminar 
camps  in  Saravane  Province  became  known  as  "production"  camps.  In  1980,  the 
Dakchung  Camp  was  closed  down;  half  of  the  inmates  were  sent  to  Attopeu  Prov- 
ince half  were  reportedly  sent  to  an  unlocated  camp  in  Vietnam.  About  2,000  RLG 
police  and  FAR  MR-4  NCO's  had  been  assigned  to  agricultural  and  road  repair 
"production"  units  in  the  Thateng  (WC  4907)  area  of  Saravane  Province  and  in  the 
Paksong  (XB  3278)  area  of  Champassak  Province.  Saravane  Province  was  later  split 
in  two  with  the  eastern  half  being  currently  known  as  Sekong  Province.  Sekong 
Province  includes  the  areas  of  the  Dakchung  and  Thateng  camps.  Although  no  for- 
eign nationals  were  reported  by  former  inmates  in  detention  at  any  of  these  camps, 
Lao  resistance  members  claimed  to  have  information  on  live  U.S.  POW's  in  various 
areas  of  Saravane  Province  as  follows: 

A.  One  Lao  resistance  member,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  in- 
formation about  two  U.S.  POW's  at  the  Dakchung  Camp  in  November  1986. 
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B.  Another  Lao  resistance  member,  who  was  later  determined  to  be  deliberately 
fabricating,  claimed  to  have  information  about  American  POW  Eugene  DeBruin  in 
the  Sepone  area  [data]  in  November  1987. 

C.  Another  Lao  resistance  member  (see  paragraph  21B  above),  who  was  later  de- 
termined to  be  deliberately  fabricating,  claimed  he  had  heard  from  others  of  seven 
Americans  held  in  June  1986  at  a  detention  camp  in  Savannakhet  Province  about 
30  kilometers  north  of  Sepone  District  Town  (XD  3244)  and  about  ten  kilometers 
northeast  of  Phabang  Mountain  (XD  4266).  Three  Americans  were  held  at  this 
camp,  while  four  other  Americans  had  been  moved  to  a  camp  at  Ta-Oy  (Ta-Oi)  Dis- 
trict (XC  6148)  in  Saravane  Province.  After  found  to  be  deliberately  fabricating,  this 
person  attempted  to  change  his  story  by  claiming  he  had  heard  from  others  that 
American  POW's  had  been  held  in  Sepone  District  of  Savannakhet  Province  in 
1984-1985  and  had  been  moved  to  either  Dakchung  in  Sekong  Province  (formerly 
part  of  Saravane  Province),  or  Tady  in  Saravane  Province,  or  Lamam  in  Saravane 
Province. 

D.  Another  individual,  whose  reliability  was  undetermined,  provided  hearsay  in- 
formation on  sightings  of  American  POW's  in  Saravane  Province,  two  live  Ameri- 
cans at  a  detention  camp  in  Ta-Oy  (TA-Oi)  District  (XC  6148)  of  Saravane  Province 
in  1985,  and  on  six  Americans  being  held  in  Hue,  Vietnam. 

23.  The  Attopeu  Province  "seminar"  system  held  about  600  inmates  as  of  Septem- 
ber 1986  who  were  detained  in  the  402nd  and  979th  "Seminar"  Battalions.  An  un- 
known number  of  inmates  were  detained  at  the  981st  "Seminar"  Battalion  which  is 
unlocated  in  Attopeu  Province.  The  camp  system  was  established  in  June  1975  for 
the  detention  of  FAR  Military  Region  4  (MR-4)  civilian  and  military  personnel.  No 
foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  in  this  camp  system.  Comments  are  as 
follows: 

A.  The  402nd  Seminar  Battalion  was  established  in  June  1975  in  Attopeu  Prov- 
ince at  the  Houai  Phok  Camp  (YB  0238)  and  consisted  of  four  seminar  companies  in 
subcamps  of  about  150  detainees  each.  In  June  1975,  about  600  FAR  MR-4  Region  4 
officers  from  second  lieutenant  to  colonel  rank  were  concentrated  at  the  Teacher's 
College  at  Kilometer  3  (WB  8971)  east  of  Pakse  District  Town  (WB  8671),  Champas- 
sak  Province,  for  preliminary  indoctrination.  Upon  registration,  about  100  majors, 
lieutenant  colonels,  and  colonels  were  flown  directly  to  Attopeu  (XB  9838)  on  27 
July  1975;  an  unknown  number  of  these  officers  were  later  transferred  to  the  Houa 
Phan  Province  seminar  camp  system.  After  completing  a  one-month  course,  400 
second  lieutents  and  captains  detainees  were  assigned  to  "Seminar"  Companies  1 
through  4.  On  15  August  1975,  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Seminar  Companies  were  flown 
by  C-47  aircraft  from  Pakse  to  the  Attopeu  Airport.  The  4th  Seminar  Company  of 
100  detainees  was  sent  to  Samakkhisai  (Attopeu)  District  (XB  9837).  No  foreign  na- 
tionals were  reported  in  detention  at  any  of  these  sites. 

B.  During  the  first  three  months  in  Attopeu  Province,  about  10  officers  tried  to 
escape;  all  were  captured  and  executed.  The  1st  Seminar  Company  of  junior  grade 
officers  was  located  at  the  base  of  the  Phou  Saphong  Mountain  and  the  Nam  Xe 
Kong  River  (XB  9882),  Saisettha  District;  the  2nd  Seminar  Company  of  180  lieuten- 
ants and  captains  was  at  Houai  Phok  (YB  0238),  Saisettha  District;  the  3rd  Seminar 
Company  of  180  lieutenants  and  captains  was  at  Ban  Bung  along  the  Nam  Xe  Kong 
River,  Saisettha  District.  In  early  1976,  the  3rd  Seminar  Company  was  relocated  to 
Ban  Hatliang  (YB  0636)  where  it  received  inmates  from  the  dissolved  4th  Seminar 
Company  which  had  been  located  at  Ban  Hom  (XB  9824).  In  1977,  the  1st  Seminar 
Company  was  relocated  across  from  the  Attopeu  Province  Military  Command  and 
the  2nd  Seminar  Company  was  relocated  to  Ban  Kengpok.  In  mid-1977,  about  120 
inmates  from  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Seminar  Companies  were  assigned  to  a  road  con- 
struction unit  which  repaired  a  twelve  kilometer  section  of  the  road  to  Ban  Fang- 
deng  (YB  0932.  The  2nd  Seminar  Company  was  located  opposite  Fangdeng  Village 
at  YB  0839,  moved  in  1977  to  Houei  Pok  Village  (YB  0238)  to  work  on  Route  16,  and 
worked  on  an  airstrip  at  XB  9638.  The  2nd  Seminar  Company  had  100  inmates  plus 
dependents  and  was  still  located  near  Fangdeng  Village  in  January  1987.  No  foreign 
nationals  were  reported  in  detention  at  any  camp  sites. 

C.  In  September  1979,  a  group  of  600  RLG  police  and  FAR  officers,  students  and 
air  force  pilots  were  moved  from  camps  in  northern  Laos  (Phong  Saly,  Xieng 
Khoang,  Louang  Namtha,  Oudomsai)  and  from  the  Sam  Khe  Prison  in  Vientiane  to 
an  unknown  location  in  Sansai  District,  about  30  kilometers  from  Attopeu  Township 
near  the  SRV  border.  This  group  was  the  979th  Seminar  Battalion.  Chao  Chantha- 
langsy,  a  younger  brother  of  the  Lao  King,  was  killed  at  the  Attopeu  Camp  in 
March  1985,  and  was  buried  in  a  cemetery  for  seminar  inmates  near  the  Attopeu 
Airport  (XB  9638).  In  1981,  the  979th  Seminar  Battalion  with  about  300  inmates  was 
relocated  to  the  Dakkoum  Camp  near  the  Vietnamese  border.  Inmates  performed 
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hard  labor  on  road  and  bridge  construction  crews.  No  foreign  nationals  were  report- 
ed in  detention  at  any  of  these  camp  sites. 

D.  In  1981,  the  Attopeu  Province  Seminar  Camp  system  was  reorganized.  A  160- 
man  production  group  was  formed  with  inmates  from  the  979th  and  402nd  Seminar 
Battalions.  As  of  1981,  the  402nd  Seminar  Battalion  held  about  500  RLG  civilian 
and  FAR  inmates,  and  the  979th  Seminar  Battalion  had  about  400  inmates.  The  1st 
Company  was  relocated  to  the  former  FAR  military  headquarters  in  Attopeu  Town- 
ship where  it  was  known  as  the  "municipal  construction  unit;"  the  2nd  Company 
was  relocated  from  the  Houai  Phok  Camp  (1448N/10653E)  to  the  Ban  Hom  Camp 
(XB  9824);  and  the  3rd  Company  was  relocated  from  Ban  Hat  Liang  Village  (YB 
0636)  to  the  Attopeu  Airport  area  where  150  inmates  grew  crops,  cut  timber,  built 
housing,  and  did  road  construction  and  repair  work.  The  4th  Company  was  re- 
formed with  inmates  from  the  979th  Seminar  Battalion,  and  was  colocated  with  the 
1st  Company.  As  of  September  1986,  the  402nd  Seminar  Battalion  still  held  about 
300  inmates  with  no  plans  for  release.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  deten- 
tion at  any  camp  sites. 

E.  The  Attopeu  Province  Public  Security  Office  Prison  had  a  25-man  guard  force 
and  held  about  50  prisoners  in  three  cells.  One  cell  held  civil  criminals,  another 
held  seminar  camp  inmates,  and  the  third  cell  held  a  mix  of  civil  prisoners  and  ree- 
ducatees.  The  Attopeu  Province  Public  Security  Office  also  had  another  prison  (YB 
6525)  in  Sansai  District  near  the  Tri-border  area  of  Laos-Cambodia- Vietnam.  The 
Sansai  District  Prison,  which  also  had  a  25-man  staff,  held  26  RLG  police  and  FAR 
officials  and  former  ethnic  Lao  local  USAID  employees  under  maximum  security  de- 
tention until  late  1981  when  24  survivors  were  transferred  to  the  Attopeu  Prison. 
No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  detention  in  these  facilities. 

23.  In  the  case  of  Champassak  Province,  about  1,000  military  and  police  NCO's 
from  FAR  MR-4  were  assigned  to  "production"  camps  which  performed  agriculture 
and  road  repair  work  in  the  Paksong  (XB  3278)  area,  Champassak  Province.  Other- 
wise, no  permanent  seminar  camps  were  reported  in  this  province,  because  of  its 
immediate  proximity  to  the  Thai  border.  On  4  July  1985,  Champassak  Province  au- 
thorities established  a  camp  for  returning  Lao  refugees  at  Nongsip  Village  (WB 
9685),  Bachiang  Chaleunsouk  District.  MOI  Order  1-553  (1  June  1985)  stipulated 
that  Lao  residents  with  homes  in  Champassak,  Saravane,  Attopeu  or  Sekong  Prov- 
inces would  be  concentrated  at  this  camp.  No  foreign  nationals  were  reported  in  de- 
tention at  these  camps. 

Senator  Smith.  Go  ahead,  finish  your  presentation,  but  I  would 
like  to  have  that  answered. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 
[Slide.] 

Major  ScHiFF.  Having  briefed  you  on  the  all-source  analytical  ap- 
proach, I  will  now  turn  the  discussion  over  the  Captain  Chambers, 
who  will  talk  about  U.S.  losses  in  Indochina  and  discuss  our  best 
candidates  for  possible  prisoners  of  war,  if  any  in  fact  were  held 
past  the  time  of  Operation  Homecoming.  Captain  Chambers. 

Captain  Chambers.  The  idea  that  live  American  prisoners  could 
have  been  left  behind  in  Indochina  after  the  war  continues  to 
haunt  the  American  consciousness.  Currently  there  are  2,266 
Americans  who  are  unaccounted  for  from  the  Vietnam  War.  When 
we  say  unaccounted  for,  we  include  all  those  whose  fate  is  still  un-  j 
known  as  well  as  those  who  are  known  to  be  dead,  but  whose  re-  i 
mains  have  not  yet  been  recovered. 

The  difficult  task  of  identifying  who  might  have  survived  and  re- 
mained a  prisoner  after  the  war,  began  even  before  prisoners  were 
released  during  Operation  Homecoming  in  1973  and  continues 
today. 

After  1975,  when  our  access  to  Indochina  abruptly  declined,  we 
continued  to  press  the  Indochinese  Governments  to  give  us  answers 
about  our  missing.  In  some  cases,  the  known  circumstances  of  an 
individual's  loss  made  it  clear  that  the  Indochinese  Governments 
had  knowledge  about  these  people  that  they  had  not  yet  shared. 
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[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Knowledge  of  the  fate  of  men  like  Ron 
Dodge,  who  did  not  return  during  Operation  Homecoming,  but 
whose  photo  in  captivity  appeared  in  the  September  1967  issue  of 
Paris  Match.  Commander  Dodge's  remains  were  returned  by  the 
Vietnamese  14  years  later,  in  July  1981,  but  no  explanation  regard- 
ing the  circumstances  of  his  death  was  provided.  Our  Government's 
demand  for  an  explanation  was  deemed  a  "hostile  act"  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  Hanoi. 

Vietnam's  refusal  to  provide  information  about  this  man  is  typi- 
cal. Again  and  again,  we  have  pressed  the  Governments  of  Indo- 
china for  information  on  all  of  our  missing,  without  results.  Over 
time,  sometimes  an  unbearably  long  time,  we  are  able  to  obtain 
some  answers.  Regrettably,  these  answers  have  not  yet  led  to  a  live 
American,  but  only  to  the  resolution  of  cases  by  the  return  of  re- 
mains. 

[Slide.] 

The  Chairman.  What  was  the  date  of  the  photograph,  the  date  of 
captivity,  last  known  alive  in  captivity? 
[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  Commander  Dodge  went  down  in  May 
1967,  and  the  photo  appeared  in  the  September  1967  issue. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  1967  he  was  captured,  and  the  remains 
were  returned  

Captain  Chambers.  His  remains  were  returned  14  years  later. 

The  Chairman.  Thanks. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  In  1988,  the  U.S.  Government  began  investi- 
gating the  cases  of  those  individuals  who  had  the  best  chances  for 
survival.  These  investigations,  which  are  underway  as  we  speak, 
are  carried  out  by  the  Joint  Task  Force,  Full  Accounting. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  The  investigators  like  the  one  pictured  here, 
start  on  the  ground  in  Indochina  where  individuals  were  last 
known  to  be  alive,  and  track  them  until  we  are  able  to  confirm 
their  fate.  This  approach  requires  identifying  which  of  our  missing 
could  have  survived. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  This  computer-generated  map  shows  the  loss 
locations  of  all  Americans  who  are  still  unaccounted  for  in  Indo- 
china. Those  killed  in  action  are  represented  by  the  blue  dots.  Miss- 
ing in  action  are  in  red.  The  distinction  between  killed  in  action 
and  missing  in  action  is  critically  important. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Of  the  total  2,266  unaccounted  for  Ameri- 
cans, 1,095  were  killed  in  action,  leaving  1,171  Americans  missing 
in  action. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  stop  you  there  for  one  quick  minute  if  I 
can,  because  Mr.  Sheetz  and  General  Clapper,  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant point  that  needs  to  be,  I  think,  fully  articulated. 

You  are  saying  that  the  unaccounted  for,  there  is  a  total  of  2,266, 
but  in  fact  1,095  of  those  were  KIA. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Now,  if  you  are  saying  that  1,095  were  KIA,  well, 
they  have  not  been  returned.  Are  they  not  accounted  for? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  The  fullest  possible  accounting  has  three  levels  of 
evidence,  if  you  will.  Number  1,  the  most  ideal  outcome  would  be 
the  return  of  a  live  American  prisoner.  Level  2  would  be,  for  those 
who  perished,  recovering  their  remains  and  repatriating  those  re- 
mains to  the  United  States.  The  third  level  of  outcome  is  for  those 
who  perished,  where  remains  cannot  be  recovered,  to  develop  suffi- 
cient documentation  as  to  confirm  the  fate  of  the  individual  and  to 
present  that  information  to  the  families  so  that  they  can  know 
what  happened  to  their  man. 

The  Chairman.  These  1,095  fall  into  the  third  category,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  At  the  present  time,  they  do,  but  the  JTF  has  built 
into  their  3-year  work  plan  the  requirement  to  visit  on  the  ground 
the  locations  of  the  loss  locations,  or  in  the  case  of  the  last-known- 
alive  cases,  the  last-known-alive  locations  for  each  and  every  one  of 
2,266  cases  such  as  we  can  do  so.  Obviously,  for  the  over-water 
cases  we  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  do,  and  there  are  some  that  are 
off  the  scope  that  we  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  do. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that,  but  what  I  am  trying  to  get  at 
is,  when  you  present  to  the  committee  the  last,  and  it  says  KIA, 
1,095,  you  have  so  informed  those  families,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir,  they  have  been  given  all  the  information 
that  the  Defense  Department  has  collected  through  the  years  as 
well  as  the  original  operational  report  filed  at  the  time  of  the  loss 
incident  by  the  squadron,  or  whatever. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  person  is  listed  as  KIA  in  that  particu- 
lar category  based  on  first-hand  reports  from  people  within  a  unit 
or  aircraft,  or  whatever,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  reviewed  those  cases  over  the 
course  of  these  past  several  months,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  reviewed  them  ever  since  their  losses  took 
place. 

The  Chairman.  So  what  I  am  saying  is  that  in  the  case  of  almost 
100  percent  of  those  1,095,  there  are  sufficient  multiple  reports  of 
the  incident  to  permit  you  to  draw  the  conclusion  you've  drawn, 
are  there  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir.  Our  last-known-alive  discrepancy  cases 
come  from  another  body  of  reporting. 

The  Chairman.  So  I  ask  you  again  the  same  question  I  asked  you 
a  moment  ago.  Is  it  not  fair  to  say,  and  even  more  appropriate  to 
say,  that  there  ought  to  be,  maybe,  a  new  category  that  in  the  case 
of  those  1,095,  while  their  body  has  not  been  returned,  in  some 
cases  based  on  the  report  it  is  clear,  is  it  not,  that  a  body  will  never 
be  returned? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  is  true,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Correct. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  that  person  is  in  effect  accounted  for. 

The  family  has  accepted  the  accounting,  and  in  point  of  fact  it 
does  not  belong  on  a  POW/MIA  list.  It  is  not  POW,  it  is  not  MIA, 
it  is  KIA,  body  not  recoverable. 
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Mr.  Sheetz.  There  will  be  some  of  those  1,095  where  bodies  will 
be  recovered  as  a  result  of  the  Joint  Task  Force,  Full  Accounting's 
work. 

The  Chairman.  Correct. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  But  we  will  not  know  which  ones  those  are  until  we 
do  the  field  work,  except  for  the  over-water  losses  that  are  ex- 
tremely unlikely  and  some  other  reports  that  we  have. 

For  example,  we  have  one  that  was  in  an  ammunition  dump  that 
suffered  a  direct  hit,  and  he  essentially  was  vaporized  through  an 
explosion,  yet  that  individual  is  still  on  the  list  of  1,095. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand — and  this  is  obviously  hard  stuff  to 
deal  with  in  cold  terms  like  this,  and  there  is  no  coldness  in  it,  and 
I  assure  everybody  of  that,  but  we  still  have  to  try  to  deal  with  the 
reality  here.  I  mean,  I  keep  hearing  on  television  2,266  MIA/POW. 
It  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  the  more  useful  focus  is  on  the  discrepancy 
cases,  and  within  those  the  last-known-alive  cases,  because  clearly 
those  have  a  bearing  on  the  live  prisoner  issue,  and  then  at  the 
second  level  down,  recovering  whatever  remains  we  can  of  those 
who  perished,  and  those  outcomes  do  apply,  as  the  Senator  says,  to 
different  groupings  of  cases,  and  all  2,266  cases  are  not  alike. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  it  is  critical.  I  said  this  several  months 
ago.  I  do  not  know  how  much  closer  we  are  to  it,  but  I  must  tell 
you,  we  must  get  closer  to  it  in  the  next  month-and-half,  2  months, 
and  that  is  the  appropriate  categorization,  the  appropriate  applica- 
tion of  this  list. 

This  committee  has  an  obligation  to  clarify  this,  and  part  of  the 
clarification  is  to  understand  that. 

Now,  part  of  the  clarification  is  also  to  make  very  clear  the  state 
of  the  evidence  with  respect  to  those  people  about  whom  we  have 
discrepancy  cases  today.  We  will  get  into  those  as  we  move  along.  I 
do  not  want  to  interrupt  here,  because  we  want  to  get  into  the  clus- 
ters. 

Senator  Smith.  Right.  I  just  want  to  make  one  point  on  that. 
Bob.  I  personally  looked  at  some  of  those  KIA  cases,  especially  the 
ones  in  Laos,  about  220  or  so,  as  I  recall,  that  I  looked  at,  and  some 
of  those  KIA  reports  are  exactly  as  you  say.  There  is  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  person  is  killed,  eye-witnesses,  et  cetera,  and  that 
is  placed  in  the  files.  I  agree  with  you. 

But  in  some  cases — in  several.  I  was  surprised  at  the  number.  I 
did  not  take  a  running  total — there  is  no  determination  made 
whatsoever  as  to  the  person  being  dead  or  alive,  or  no  testimony 
whatsoever  saying  the  person  was  killed,  no  testimony  saying  the 
person  survived,  yet  the  conclusions  were  drawn  as  KIA.  So  I 
would  challenge  you  on  that,  based  on  the  reviews  that  I  have  done 
personally. 

That  does  not  mean  you  are  wrong  in  the  sense  of  the  result,  but 
it  does  mean  that  conclusions  were  drawn  without  the  facts  to  sup- 
port those  conclusions,  at  least  based  on  what  were  in  the  files  that 
we  saw. 

it  If  there  is  other  information  out  there  that  I  have  not  seen,  or 
that  is  not  in  the  files,  that  may  be,  but  there  are  many  files,  if  you 
review  them,  that  simply  do  not  have  the  evidence  there,  or  the  in- 
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formation  there,  to  draw  any  conclusion.  It  simply  is  not  there. 
There  is  nothing  there. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  agree  with  the  Senator,  some  files  are  more 
compelling  than  others  in  terms  of  the  outcome  that  is  described.  I 
guess  what  I  would  also  say  is  that  that  goes  to  the  importance  of 
the  JTF's  field  work  and  the  need  to  follow  up  on  each  and  every 
case,  and  that  is  what  we  are  doing. 

Senator  Smith.  Right,  and  I  would  just  add  another  point.  With  ; 
that  kind  of  information,  I  get  a  little  nervous  about  sub-categoriz- 
ing the  unaccounted  for  into  KIA/MIA.  I  mean,  in  response  to  Sen- 
ator Kerry's  questions,  he  was  trying  to  get  you  to  be  specific  on 
this  figure  of  1,095,  because  obviously,  if  that  is  accurate,  the  field 
of  missing  in  terms  of  unaccounted  for,  missing  in  action  or  POW's, 
is  in  fact  1,171,  but  as  I  say,  and  you  basically  confirmed  what  I 
asked  you,  is  there  are  some  cases  where  the  evidence  is  not  there  ; 
to  draw  that  conclusion.  I  think  we  have  to  be  very  careful  about  [ 
keeping  that  category  that  firm  in  drawing  conclusions. 

General  Clapper.  Senator  Smith,  Senator  Kerry,  just  a  couple  of 
points,  I  think,  to  reinforce  to  some  extent  what  Senator  Smith  has  c 
just  said.  I  need  to  make  clear  as  well  that  the  determination  of  ; 
status  as  to  whether  someone  is  or  is  not  KIA  is  not  totally  an  in-  ; 
telligence  call.  There  are  others  that  play  in  this,  and  obviously  not  • 
all  the  families  or  next-of-kin  would  necessarily  accept  that  catego-  ' 
rization  of  1,095  were  killed  in  action,  body  not  recovered. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  Fm  troubled,  you  know,  folks,  if  there  isn't 
sufficient  evidence  to  put  them  on  a  KIA  list,  they  don't  belong  on 
it.  I  mean,  this  is  part  of  what  lends  so  much  controversy  to  this  t 
issue. 

Now,  it  shouldn't  be  very  hard  to  read  through  1,095  files  and 
find  out  which  ones  permit  you  to  make  that  determination  and  , 
which  ones  don't,  and  if  they  don't,  they  shouldn't  be  on  the  list.  , 
They  ought  to  be  on  the  MIA  list. 

Captain  Chambers.  Senator  Kerry,  that  1,095,  those  individuals  , 
were  declared  by  the  services  to  be  lost  and  to  be  KIA.  . 

The  Chairman.  So  it  doesn't  mean  that  they  are  in  fact,  is  that  l 
what  you're  saying  to  the  committee? 

Captain  Chambers.  No,  sir.  What  I  am  saying  is  that  the  imme- 
diate commander  made  a  determination  on  an  individual's  fate  and 
then  declared  those  1,095  individuals  dead  at  the  time  they  were 
lost. 

The  Chairman.  Does  the  evidence  show  that  they  are,  in  fact? 

Captain  Chambers.  Yes,  sir,  and  in  fact  if  you'll  let  me  continue 
a  little,  I  will  talk  about  that  in  the  next  few  moments. 

The  Chairman.  We'll  let  you  continue,  and  then  we'll  come  back.  ^ 

Senator  Smith.  Just  one  quick  one.  I  apologize,  but  what  I  hear 
are  two  different  things  here.  I'm  confused  now.  ^ 

General  Clapper  and  Mr.  Sheetz  said  that  in  some  cases,  in  re- 
sponse  to  my  question,  the  evidence  did  not  necessarily  conclude 
that.  Now  you're  saying  it  does.  I  realize  it's  coming — I  know  it's 
stuff  that  comes  to  you  from  the  services.  I  understand  that. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  to  answer  that,  Mr.  Sheetz? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  What  I  think  I  said  in  response  to  Senator  Smith's 
question  was,  some  of  the  KIA  cases,  the  descriptions  that  you  read  ^. 
are  more  compelling  than  others,  but  having  reviewed  each  and  .{ 
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every  one  of  them,  we  do  not  find  that  there  are  fatal  flaws  in  the 
documentation  and  the  judgments  that  were  reached  by  the  field 
commanders  who  were  responsible  for  reporting  the  status  of  their 
lost  men. 

The  Chairman.  So  are  you  sticking  by  the  number  1,095? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  those  figures  are  accurate  as  far  as  the  infor- 
mation that  we  have  available  describes  it,  but  that's  not  the  end 
on  those  cases,  as  I  tried  to  bring  out.  We're  going  to  go  on  the 
ground. 

We're  going  to  follow  up  on  each  and  every  one  of  those,  but  in 
terms  of  there  being  the  possibility  that  significant  numbers  of 
Americans  could  still  be  alive  from  that  group,  I  would  just  say 
that  the  information  that's  in  the  files  that  we've  reviewed  indi- 
cates that  that  is  not  the  case,  and  in  fact  the  last  known  alive  dis- 
crepancy cases  that  we  have  selected  out,  to  us,  represent  the  most 
likely  group  of  cases  where  someone  could  still  be  alive. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  committee  has  requested  of 
the  Secretary  of  Defense  a  case-by-case  review  of  each  of  the — not 
only  the  KIA  but  all  2,266  cases,  and  I  would  just  say  again,  not  to 
beat  it  to  death  here,  but  in  some  of  the  files  that  I  have  seen,  a 
large  number  of  the  files  that  I  have  seen,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
file  that  we  were  provided  that  would  conclude  death  in  any  way. 
That  is,  a  report  from  an  officer  in  the  field. 

There  is  nothing,  and  I  would  just  ask  you  to  take  a  look  at  that. 
I  mean,  I've  made  the  point,  but  that's  the  only  point  I'm  making. 
I'm  not  saying  that  the  person  is  alive.  I'm  just  simply  saying, 
there's  no  conclusion  of  death  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  data  in 
the  file. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  As  in  each  of  these  situations,  we'd  be  pleased  to 
work  with  committee  staff  to  look  at  any  cases  that  the  committee 
would  like  to  have  us  look  at,  as  we  have  in  all  the  other  analyses. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  my  understanding  that  a  review  of  that 
was  underway  based  on  one  of  the  earlier  hearings  we  had.  I  was 
told  that  a  complete  review  of  these,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
any  were  inappropriately  categorized  

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  done  that. 

The  Chairman.  That  has  been  done? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  the  complete  review  has  been  done. 

Now,  to  follow  up  on  Senator  Smith's  question,  you've  done  the 
review  and  you  have  just  now  said  that  there  is  no  information  to 
indicate  a  contrary  designation,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  not  ordered  the  services  to  change,  or  we 
have  not  suggested  that  the  services  change  any  of  those. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  file  or  folder  which  upon  review 
would  suggest  to  somebody  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to 
draw  the  conclusion  the  person  was  KIA? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  our  primary  purpose  in  reviewing  those  files — 
perhaps  our  tasking  was  misunderstood,  but  our  primary  purpose 
was  to  determine  if  there  were  potential  last-known-alive  discrep- 
ancy cases  that  could  have  been  misclassified. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  a  difference  between  those  two.  Bob?  In 
other  words,  if  somebody  is  on  the  KIA  list  today  and  you  review 
the  file,  would  there  be  a  different  standard  applied  to  bringing 
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them  out  and  putting  them  on  a  last-known-alive  discrepancy  case 
versus  whether  or  not  there  is  sufficient  evidence  in  the  file  to 
show  that  in  fact  they  are  killed?  Would  those  be  two  different 
standards? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  it's  certainly  two  different  responsibilities.  It's 
DIA's  responsibility  to  focus  on  the  live  prisoner  issue,  to  identify 
last-known-alive  cases,  to  highlight  those  cases  for  policymakers,  to 
build  those  in  as  priority  cases  for  our  field  work  in  Vietnam. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  done  that. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  It  is  the  service  Secretary's  job  to  determine  the 
status  of  unaccounted  for  people. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  would  be  your  testimony  today  that  in 
that  grouping  of  1,095  you  have  reviewed  it  and  there  is  no  poten- 
tial of  any  other  case  being  placed  into  a  last-known-alive  category, 
is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  only  say,  based  on  the  information  that  we 
have  today,  I  would  not  preclude  the  possibility  that  one  of  our 
field  people  could  come  across  some  information  that  brings  out  a 
new  aspect  on  a  case,  but  we  have  reviewed  all  those  cases.  Every 
case  that  has  the  potential  for  there  being  a  last-known-alive  dis- 
crepancy has  been  identified.  They're  on  the  list  that  has  been 
given  to  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  And  that  is  on  the  list  of  269? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Let's  try  to  get  through,  because  we  want  to  get 
into  the  cluster,  and  we'll  come  back  to  this  a  little  bit  later. 
Thank  you.  Captain. 

Captain  Chambers  The  Defense  Intelligence  Agency,  as  we  were 
just  discussing,  reviewed  all  2,266  cases  to  identify  those  people 
who  had  the  best  chance  for  survival.  Our  analysis  indicated  that 
with  few  exceptions  if  a  live  POW  was  found  after  Operation 
Homecoming  he  would  not  have  come  from  among  those  people  de- 
clared killed  in  action  by  the  services.  This  leaves  1,171  individuals 
whom  the  services  declared  missing  in  action. 

However,  our  investigation  of  the  loss  incidents  revealed  that  not 
all  of  the  1,171  were  likely  candidates  for  survival.  Shown  here  is 
the  range  of  loss  circumstances  for  those  listed  as  missing  in 
action.  First  and  foremost  are  the  people  we  call  last  known  alive, 
and  I  will  expand  on  that  category  in  a  moment.  Although  alive, 
some  of  those  servicemen  are  known  to  have  been  gravely  wound- 
ed, with  little  chance  of  survival. 

We  also  have  cases  where  information  on  an  individual's  fate  is 
mixed,  or  evidence  of  their  fate  is  lacking.  For  example,  off  the 
radar  scope  cases,  those  cases  where  aircraft  simply  disappeared 
into  a  cloud  bank,  are  in  these  categories.  These  are  the  most  diffi- 
cult cases,  because  it  is  almost  impossible  to  know  where  to  begin 
an  investigation  unless  more  information  becomes  available. 

In  some  of  the  1,171  cases,  we  know  the  individual  didn't  survive, 
even  though  he  wasn't  declared  killed  in  action  by  his  commander, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Sheetz  mentioned  that  there  are  cases  where  all 
identifiable  traces  of  an  individual  were  eliminated  by  the  sheer 
force  of  an  explosion. 

Finally,  there  are  those  who  are  known  to  have  died  in  captivity. 
To  identify  those  people  who  could  have  survived  and  become 
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POW's,  the  U.S.  Government  established  a  definition  of  last- 
known-alive  cases  which  is  shown  here. 
[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  A  review  of  all  cases  determined  which  indi- 
viduals met  the  last-known-alive  criteria.  Their  cases  are  among 
those  designated  as  the  highest  priority  for  investigation. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Private  First  Class  Donald  Sparks  is  one  of 
the  individuals  last  known  alive.  He  was  captured  during  a  fire 
fight  on  June  17,  1969.  We  have  letters  which  PFC  Sparks  wrote 
describing  his  foot  wound  and  his  first  10  months  of  captivity.  We 
also  have  reports  from  released  POW's  that  their  prison  camp 
guard  mentioned  a  POW  named  Don  whose  foot  was  healing.  We 
don't  know  what  happened  to  Donald  Sparks.  Those  answers  are 
held  by  the  Indochinese  Governments. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  As  shown  here,  the  269  individuals  for  priori- 
ty investigation  are  drawn  from  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia,  and 
have  been  the  focus  of  our  field  investigations  that  began  in  Viet- 
nam in  September  of  1988.  As  opportunities  have  presented  them- 
selves, the  investigations  have  extended  into  Laos  and  Cambodia. 
However,  not  all  269  individuals  are  likely  candidates  for  survival 
and  possible  captivity. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Based  on  our  field  activities  in  Vietnam,  61 
of  these  people  are  known  to  have  died.  An  additional  78  cannot  be 
considered  as  possible  POW  candidates  for  one  of  the  following  rea- 
sons: 

They  are  known  to  have  died  but  happen  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
same  incident  with  a  last-known-alive  person. 

They  are  known  to  have  died  in  captivity,  but  are  incorporated 
as  priority  cases  because  at  one  time  they  were  carried  by  their  re- 
spective services  as  a  POW  or  they  do  not  meet  the  criteria  for  a 
last  known  alive  designation  but  are  included  as  discrepancy  cases 
because  we  believe  the  Indochinese  Governments  are  withholding 
information  concerning  their  fate. 

And  finally,  there  are  remains  still  under  analysis  at  the  Central 
Identification  Laboratory  in  Hawaii  that  we  expect  will  lower  this 
number  further  once  they  are  identified. 

There  are  also  several  cases  where  we  have  information  that 
points  strongly  but  not  conclusively  to  death  at  the  time  of  loss. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  This  leaves  us  with  100  to  125  

The  Chairman.  Could  you  go  back  to  that  slide  a  moment? 
[Slide.] 

The  Chairman.  What's  the  269  total?  Those  became  a  priority, 
why? 

Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  the  269  total  are  the  individuals  who 
were  likely  candidates  for  survival  and  possible  captivity,  but 
within  that  sub-category  there  are  several  groups. 

The  Chairman.  So  when  you  have  269  total,  what  date  in  time 
did  you  arrive  at  the  269  total? 

Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  after  we  scrubbed  through  all  the  cases 
and  took  out  those  cases  that  we  had  information  that  indicated 
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that  they  were  not  in  the  priority  categories,  these  269  are  the 
number  which  are  the  priority  category. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  If  I  could  add  a  little  bit  

The  Chairman.  Help  me  to  understand  exactly  what  the  269  pri- 
ority is. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Sure.  That  number  is  a  number,  first,  I'd  like  to  say 
that  has  the  possibility  to  change  as  we  develop  more  information 
on  the  ground. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it  to  begin  with  before  it  changes? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  It  is  the  number  that  DIA  feels  represents  discrep- 
ancy situations  most  of  which,  a  very  high  percentage — 90  percent 
plus — are  last-known-alive  discrepancy  cases. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  have  269  that  as  of  the  moment  of  their 
capture  now  

Mr.  Sheetz.  No,  as  of  right  now. 

The  Chairman.  As  of  right  now,  you  have  a  legitimate  question 
mark  about. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Right. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  fact  you  have  got  more  question  marks 
than  this  committee  has. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  that  is  the  starting  point.  61  of  those  

The  Chairman.  Were  known  dead. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Have  been  resolved  thus  far  through  what  has  been 
called  the  Vessey  process. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  ask  you,  the  61  that  are  now  known 
to  be  dead  are  outside  of  the  111  that  we  identified  by  virtue  of  the 
briefings,  debriefings  of  prisoners  when  they  came  back,  is  that  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  have  got  that  number  here  somewhere.  What  the 
overlap  is  between  the  111. 
The  Chairman.  Well,  the  111  were  all  in  1973. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Are  some  of  these  61  known  dead  more  recently 
arrived  at? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes.  It  has  been  as  a  result,  a  fair  number  

The  Chairman.  The  Vessey  effort. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  So  really  this  is  outside  of  that  111. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  It  should  be. 

The  Chairman.  So  there  are  another  61  you  have  learned  are 
dead  out  of  the  269,  bringing  you  down  to  208,  correct? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Then  the  78  that  are  subtracted  are  what? 

Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  some  of  those  are  people  who  were  killed 
in  action  but  they  are  listed  because  they  are  with  a  last-known- 
alive  case.  It  all  happened  in  the  same  incident,  and  of  course  you 
can't  investigate  the  last  known  alive  without  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  others  who  were  involved  in  the  incident,  so  their 
number  is  carried  because  they're  part  of  a  case  of  the  last  known 
alive.  So  that's  part  of  the  78. 

Then  there  are  general  discrepancies  among  that  78,  and  there 
are  those  individuals  who  were  carried  as  POW's  at  Homecoming 
who  did  not  return. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  of  those  were  there? 
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Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  there's  21  who  were  POW  at  Homecom- 
ing and  they  did  not  return. 
The  Chairman.  According  to  your  list. 
Captain  Chambers.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Weren't  there  people — correct  me  if  I'm  wrong. 
Weren't  there  people  that  were  listed  that  we  carried  as  KIA  that 
came  out  at  Operation  Homecoming? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir.  Ridgeway  was  one. 

Senator  Smith.  Just  one. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  so.  Yes,  just  one,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  I  mean,  I  realize  that  mistakes  are  made.  I  didn't 
mean  to  imply,  but  it  might  be  interesting,  if  you  know  it,  if  you 
have  it  at  your  disposal,  to  give  an  indication  as  to  just  what  went 
wrong  there,  to  how  that  kind  of  discrepancy — obviously,  he  wasn't 
KIA,  so  what  was  in  the  report,  just  as  a  case  in  point. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We'll  have  to  provide  that  for  the  committee. 

Senator  Smith.  One  is  too  many. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

[The  information  referred  to  follows:] 

DIA  was  unable  to  determine  the  circumstances  by  which  Ridgeway  was  given  the 
status  of  KIA. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  then  come  up  with  last  known  alive,  130 
people  that  are  still  on  your  discrepancy  list. 

Captain  Chambers.  That  is  130,  and  then  you  have  the  5  that  are 
still  awaiting  identification,  and  then  you  have  a  number  who  we 
have  some  information  about  that  points  strongly,  but  it's  not  con- 
clusive, to  death  at  the  time  of  loss.  So  then  what  we  end  up  with 
is  100  to  125  individuals  from  the  269  priority  investigation  cases. 

The  Chairman.  Of  the  61  known  dead,  were  you  able  to  learn 
the  time  of  demise? 

Captain  Chambers.  Sir,  I  don't  have  that  information.  That 
would  be  something  that  

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  the  Senator  is  trying  to  get  at  the  question,  is 
there  any  information  that  any  of  those  were  alive  past  Homecom- 
ing  

The  Chairman.  Correct. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  don't  think  that's  the  case,  but  when  we  get 
through  the  briefing  my  analysts  that  worked  up  this  list  and  are 
familiar  with  each  and  every  one  of  the  cases  will  be  at  the  table. 

The  Chairman.  Please  keep  going.  Thanks. 

Captain  Chambers.  As  I  said,  this  leaves  us  with  100  to  125  indi- 
viduals. 
[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  If  POW's  remain  in  Indochina,  they  are  most 
likely  to  come  from  this  group.  Because  the  number  can  change 
based  on  the  receipt  of  new  intelligence,  it  should  be  viewed  as  dy- 
namic, falling  within  a  range.  There  are  simply  too  many  un- 
knowns to  support  a  single  figure,  and  the  priority  of  individual 
cases  can  be  raised  as  we  get  new  intelligence.  In  fact,  the  United 
States  recently  raised  the  investigation  priority  of  six  missing  serv- 
icemen based  on  new  information  from  Vietnamese  records. 

[Slide.] 
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Captain  Chambers.  Vietnamese  records  such  as  the  one  shown 
here  often  contain  information  previously  unavailable  in  U.S.  files. 
As  you  may  recall,  I  spoke  earlier  of  off-the-scope  cases  and  how 
difficult  they  were  to  investigate.  Vietnamese  records  have  given 
us  valuable  leads  to  investigate  on  some  of  these  cases.  We  have 
been  actively  pressing  the  Vietnamese  for  more  records,  but  this 
continues  to  be  an  uphill  battle. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  As  I  have  explained,  our  analysis  sets  an 
upper  limit  on  the  number  of  MIA's  who  could  possibly  be  POW's. 
It  does  not  suggest  that  there  are  POW's,  or  that  any  POW's  were 
in  fact  held  past  the  time  of  Operation  Homecoming.  What  we  are 
talking  about  here  are  those  MIA's  who  potentially  could  have  sur- 
vived. We  do  not  know  if  they  survived.  I  cannot  overemphasize 
this  distinction. 

[Slide.] 

Captain  Chambers.  Having  briefed  you  on  our  efforts  to  deter- 
mine who  might  have  survived,  I  will  now  turn  you  over  to  Lieu- 
tenant Maguire,  who  will  discuss  what  post-war  reporting  tells  us 
about  the  possibility  that  live  Americans  were  held  after  Operation 
Homecoming.  Lieutenant  Maguire. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  The  countries  of  Indochina  have  not  been 
totally  closed  to  westerners  since  the  war.  Although  official  Ameri- 
can access  has  been  limited,  other  nations  have  maintained  a  diplo- 
matic, economic,  and  humanitarian  presence.  Asian  and  western 
diplomats,  businessmen,  aid  workers  and  journalists  have  criss- 
crossed Indochina,  and  many  have  reported  their  observations. 

In  fact,  some  have  mistakenly  been  reported  themselves  as  U.S. 
POW's,  but  none  have  ever  corroborated  reports  of  American 
POW's  being  held  after  Operation  Homecoming.  So  far,  the  largest 
body  of  post-war  intelligence  about  missing  Americans  is  refugee 
source  reporting. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Over  15,000  source  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived since  1975,  and  that  number  grows  every  day.  Over  half  of 
these  reports  are  a  direct  result  of  a  comprehensive  United  States 
Government  effort  to  screen  over  IVt.  million  refugees  from  South- 
east Asia. 

Source  reports  fall  into  four  major  categories: 

First-hand  live  sighting  reports  are  based  on  eyewitness  experi- 
ence, and  have  proven  to  be  the  most  accurate  and  useful  of  the 
source  reports,  primarily  because  first-hand  witnesses  have  greater 
knowledge  of  the  details  and  circumstances  of  a  sighting.  Addition- 
ally, information  from  first-hand  sightings  is  easy  to  verify,  investi- 
gate, and  follow  up  on. 

Hearsay  reports  contain  information  second-  and  third-hand. 
None  of  these  sources  have  ever  seen  live  POW's,  and  they  are  po- 
tentially important  but  in  many  instances,  because  of  their  lack  of 
detail,  are  not  as  useful  as  first-hand  reports. 

Crash  and  grave  reports  claim  to  know  where  American  aircraft 
have  crashed  or  where  the  remains  of  American  servicemen  are 
buried.  They  are  particularly  important  to  the  mission  being  con- 
ducted by  Joint  Task  Force  Full  Accounting. 
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The  largest  body  of  reporting  is  called  dog  tag  reporting.  These 
reports  contain  information  normally  found  on  U.S.  military  ID's, 
commonly  called  dog  tags.  The  reports  give  names,  blood  types,  re- 
ligious affiliation,  or  other  personal  data,  but  97  percent  of  them 
are  not  about  missing  Americans.  In  fact,  many  are  not  even  about 
people.  However,  each  report,  regardless  of  source,  is  individually 
evaluated. 

This  graphic  depicts  the  locations  of  all  first-hand  live  sightings 
of  American  POW's. 
[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  The  reports  cover  a  large  part  of  Indo- 
china. To  date,  we  have  received  almost  1,600  first-hand  reports. 
DIA  evaluates  these  reports  and  our  results  are  reviewed  by  an  in- 
dependent channel  made  up  of  representatives  from  other  U.S.  in- 
telligence agencies. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  is  that  particular  slide  you  have  up  there, 
is  that  your  equivalent  of  this  cluster  file,  or  not? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  No,  sir.  This  is  just  a  portion.  This  doesn't 
include  the  hearsay  reports.  That  is  later  on  in  the  brief 

The  Chairman.  So  those  are  exclusively  

Lieutenant  Maguire.  First-hand  sightings. 

The  Chairman.  First-hand. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Approximately  1,500  points  are  shown. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  1,500  points  there.  So  when  you  talk 
about  the  15,000  reports,  those  are  the  reports  that  you  have  just 
broken  down. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Dog  tag,  live  sighting,  hearsay,  et  cetera. 
[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  This  pie  chart  shows  the  results  of  DIA's 
analysis  of  first-hand  reports.  Many  people  believe  DIA  calls  these 
reports  fabrications.  Actually,  we  have  concluded  that  about  70 
percent  are  true. 

There  is  also  a  belief  that  DIA  only  correlates  these  reports  to 
accounted-for  people.  This,  too,  is  a  misconception.  DIA  has  corre- 
lated 43  first-hand  reports  to  33  unaccounted-for  Americans.  None 
of  the  reports  that  have  been  correlated  to  unaccounted-for  Ameri- 
cans tells  us  that  anyone  lost  in  wartime  was  held  past  the  time  of 
Operation  Homecoming.  In  most  cases  

The  Chairman.  YouVe  got  to  explain  that.  What  you're  saying  is 
that  the  ones  that  you've  found  did  in  fact  refer  to  somebody,  re- 
ferred to  somebody  who  subsequently  was  returned,  is  that  correct? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  No,  sir.  For  unaccounted-for  people — there 
are  43  reports  that  correlate  to  33  individuals  who  we  have  not  

The  Chairman.  Who  are  unaccounted  for  now? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  reports  of  those  individ- 
uals that  we  have,  for  the  ones  that  were  not  civilians,  occurred 
during  wartime,  so  they're  wartime  sightings  of  the  individuals  

The  Chairman.  Of  those  individuals. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  And  not  post-Homecoming  sightings  of  the 
individuals. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  have  no  post-Homecoming  sighting  of  an 
individual  that  is  unaccounted  for. 
Lieutenant  Maguire.  That's  correct,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  That  you  have  given  veracity  to. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir,  that's  correct.  In  most  cases  the 
first-hand  reports  that  we  get  

The  Chairman.  So  in  effect,  if  I  can  just  follow  up,  when  you 
defend  DIA  and  say  there  is  a  misinterpretation  here,  you  are 
really  distinguishing  the  interpretation  by  pointing  to  the  veracity 
given  reports  pre-Homecoming,  but  post-Homecoming,  out  of  the 
1,500  reports  which  are  reflected  in  the  flags  up  here,  the  928  flags, 
there  is  not  one  report  that  has  been  given  veracity,  is  that  accu- 
rate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  first  I'd  like  to  correct  one  point.  That  map 
that  your  staff  has  put  together  has  predominantly  hearsay  report- 
ing on  it,  and  secondly,  it  also  has  reporting  on  it  that's  first-hand 
that  we  judged  to  be  fabrication,  but  your  staff  does  not  agree. 

The  Chairman.  We're  going  to  dig  into  that.  We're  going  to  dig 
into  all  of  that.  We're  going  to  dig  into  that  very  closely,  but 
they've  acknowledged  that  there  are  713  hearsay  reports  up  there 
and  there  are  215  live  sightings. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  But  a  fair  number  of  those  are  ones  that  we  have 
previously  judged  to  be  fabrications. 

The  Chairman.  That's  what  we're  going  to  get  to  a  little  later, 
but  let's  keep  going. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  I  think  the  point  you're  trying  to  get  at  is, 
there's  a  misconception  here.  On  the  pie  charts  for  the  first-hand 
sightings,  the  majority  of  first-hand  sightings  relate  to  people  who 
returned  at  Homecoming,  or  returned  subsequent  to  Homecoming, 
or  we've  accounted  for  by  the  repatriation  of  remains. 

The  Chairman.  So  somebody  gets  out  of  Vietnam  in  the  1970's  or 
the  1980's,  they  come  back,  and  they  say,  gee,  I  saw  an  American 
here,  but  the  time  and  place  of  the  here  was  during  the  war. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  that's  not  true  of  Mr.  Garwood,  is  it?  You 
have  first-hand  live  sighting  reports  of  Robert  Garwood  after  1973, 
between  1973  and  1979,  and  those  reports  turned  out  to  be  accu- 
rate, isn't  that  correct? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Then  what  you  said  is  inaccurate. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  believe  Garwood's  reports  are  still  under  investiga- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  No,  no,  no,  no,  no.  Hold  on  a  second.  Hold  on  a 
second. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  they  are  for  us,  because  we  just  had  an  investi- 
gator over  there  who  followed  up  on  five  separate  reports. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  it  was  my  understanding — correct  me.  I 
think  I  asked  this  question  earlier  today,  that  there  were  some  300 
Garwood  reports,  and  you  said  yes. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  correct.  Those  are  sightings  of  Robert  Gar- 
wood. 

The  Chairman.  Correct. 

Senator  Smith.  You  misunderstood  me. 

The  Chairman.  The  sightings  of  Robert  Garwood,  some  of  them 
were  sightings  of  Garwood  that  were  made  by  people  who  came  out 
of  Vietnam  post-Homecoming,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  And  some  of  those  sightings  were  sightings  of 
Garwood  that  saw  him  post-Homecoming,  correct? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  effect  there  are  people  that  have  come  out 
of  Vietnam  post-Homecoming  who  saw  an  American  and  were  ac- 
curate. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  So  the  question  that  leaps  out  at  us,  I  guess,  at 
any  lay  person,  is  why  is  it  that  of  728  reports,  much  screened 
down,  some — I  don't  have  the  exact  number,  but  multiples  of  tens 
applied  to  Bob  Garwood  during  that  period  of  time  but  not  one  ap- 
plies to  anybody  else?  Do  you  follow  my  question? 

You  have  728  live  sighting  reports.  For  Bob  Garwood  during  the 
post-Homecoming  period,  someone's  reports  were  found  to  be  truth- 
ful, but  for  anyone  else  allegedly  seen  during  that  same  period  of 
time  by  the  same  kinds  of  people  who  accurately  reported  on  Bob 
Garwood,  there  isn't  one  that  has  been  found  to  be  truthful. 
Doesn't  that  run  up  against  the  law  of  statistics  that  Senator 
Grassley  was  talking  about  earlier? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  You  can  say  that,  but  we  have  to  evaluate  each  and 
every  report  on  its  own,  as  well  as  taking  a  look  at  reports  that  are 
concentrated  in  geographic  areas,  and  when  we  have  evaluated 
each  and  every  report  on  its  own,  we  have  not  found  one  that's 
compelling  that  someone  is  still  alive  post-Homecoming,  other  than 
Robert  Garwood. 

Senator  Smith.  How  many  of  the  Garwood  300  sightings  were 
second-hand  or  third-hand  reports? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  120. 

Senator  Smith.  So  120  second-  or  third-hand  reports  on  Garwood 
were  determined  to  be  correct,  since  Garwood  was  in  fact  there. 
Yet,  as  I  understand  it,  you  don't  put  a  lot  of  credibility  in — you 
don't  put  a  lot  of  focus  on  second-  or  third-hand  reports.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  for  the  most  part  you're  investigating  the  first-hand 
ones  and  not  the  second-  and  third-hand  ones,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  not  agree  with  that  characterization.  We  use 
hearsay  reporting,  second,  third,  no  matter  what  hand.  We  use  it 
as  part  of  our  database  that  is  worked  into  every  analysis  that  our 
office  undertakes. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  agree  with  that.  I  know  you  do,  but  when 
I've  looked  at  some  of  the  reports,  some  of  the  conclusions  that 
were  drawn  in  the  summaries  of  these  live  sightings  say,  second-  or 
third-hand  report,  and  pretty  much  use  that  as  a  reason  for  de- 
bunking it,  because  it  is  a  second-  or  third-hand  report  which  you 
can't  substantiate 

But  I  just  want  to  make  one  statement.  As  I  listened  to  what  you 
say — and  maybe  you  could  just  respond  to  it,  because  this  is  what's 
difficult  for  all  of  us  to  understand.  What  you  have  said,  I  kind  of 
sense  what  I  would  call  a  distortion  alert,  for  want  of  a  better 
phrase,  but  you  say  100  percent  of  live  sightings  in  captivity  are 
wrong.  That's  the  bottom  line. 

You  haven't  gotten — you  don't  put  any  credibility  on  them.  You 
say  nobody,  none  of  these  reports  account  for  anybody,  so  100  per- 
cent of  them  are  wrong  in  captivity  after  1973,  but  1,171  might  sur- 
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vive,  and  you  don't  rule  out  the  possibility  that  people  are  alive,  so 
I  don't  understand  the  logic  there. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  we  have  in  our  active  investigative  inventory 
as  of  this  moment  110  first-hand  sighting  reports. 

A  fair  proportion  of  those,  I  think  it's  60  or  so,  are  people  who 
were  alleged  to  be  in  a  captive  situation. 

Those  reports  are  the  active,  investigative  inventory,  and  I  can't 
tell  you  at  this  point  in  time  whether  one  of  those  reports,  two  of 
those  reports,  ten  of  those  reports  or  all  of  those  reports  might  turn 
out  to  be  live  American  prisoners,  but  it's  our  job  to  investigate 
those. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  we  know  for  a  fact,  and  it  has  been  given 
here  by  everyone,  that  on  300  times  and  300  occasions,  an  Ameri- 
can was  sighted  post-1973.  It  was  Robert  Garwood  and  those  people 
told  the  truth.  We  know  that. 

And  there  are  also  numerous  cases — and  I  will  point  out  and  ask 
for  your  response  on  it  and  then  I  will  let  you  proceed.  In  the  case 
of  the  infamous  mortician,  the  mortician  testimony  to  DIA  over  the 
years  regarding  his  sightings,  regarding  preparation  of  remains 
and  so  forth — that  story  is  pretty  common  knowledge — was  deter- 
mined to  be  accurate  and  valid  in  terms  of  what  he  told  the  DIA 
regarding  preparation  of  remains  and  so  forth. 

And  he  also  said  that  he  saw  two  Americans  alive,  POW's,  who 
were  in  some  way  related  to  loading  those  remains  or  whatever  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  sighting.  But  he  saw  them,  and  the  conclu- 
sion— I  assume  what  you  are  saying  there  is  that  the  conclusion 
there  is  that  you  do  not  have  a  conclusion  on  that  sighting.  Is  that 
one  of  the  ones  that  is  still  open  ended? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes  it  is,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  But  when  you  say  there  is  no  evidence,  and  I 
mean  you  just  added  up  on  the  overhead  no  evidence,  I  cannot  for 
the  life  of  me  understand  your  definition  of  evidence.  When  you 
have  a  witness  that  you  have  determined  who  is  credible,  you  have 
300  people  who  said  they  saw  an  American  who  turned  out  to  be 
an  American  who  was  there,  you  now  have  a  person  that  you  be- 
lieve— and  frankly,  we  have  proven  most  of  what  he  said  regarding 
the  remains — he  also  said  I  saw  two  American  POW's. 

And  you  say  that  is  open  ended.  Why  is  that  not  evidence?  What 
would  have  to  be  added  to  that  particular  case,  and  just  to  that 
particular  case,  to  make  that  evidence  in  your  definition? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  believe  what  the  mortician  said,  sir,  was  that  he 
saw  two  Westerners,  and  that  he  had  been  told  that  they  could 
have  been  POW's.  I  don't  believe  he  knew  them  from  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge. 

Senator  Smith.  He  said  he  had  seen  them  under  guard,  because 
he  told  me  that  himself. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yeah,  but  we  don't  know  for  sure  that  they're  Amer- 
ican— they  were  American  POW's.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were 
or  whether  they  aren't.  And  those  reports  are  

Senator  Smith.  Well,  why  is  he  believable  in  one  category  and 
not  in  another. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I'm  not  disbelieving  him.  I'm  not  disbelieving  him. 
Senator  Smith.  Well,  then  is  that  not  evidence  then?  I  mean  I 
am  not  
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Mr.  Sheetz.  It  is. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  then  why  should  you  say  it  is  not  evidence. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  The  notion  is  do  we  have  compelling  evidence  that 
we  can  point  out  to  the  President,  or  to  this  committee,  that  we 
know  where  there  is  an  American  prisoner  right  now  who  is  being 
held  in  captivity,  and  I  don't  have  that  information.  I  don't  think 
this  committee  does  either. 

Senator  Smith.  I  understand  that.  But  I  am  just  saying,  when  we 
say  that  there  is  no  evidence,  I  just  think  that  really  causes  a  lot  of 
anguish  out  there  when  we  get  into  a  debate  on  evidence.  And  that 
is  one  of  the  things  I  have  been  saying  and  have  been  criticized  for 
and  taken  to  task  for  by  some  in  the  agency  publicly,  is  that  I  be- 
lieve there  is  evidence  and  I  believe  I  just  gave  you  an  example  of 
it. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  My  staff  just  points  out  to  me  that  what  the  morti- 
cian said  was  that  there  were  not  guards  and  that  they  were  not 
POW's,  but  he  thought  they  could  be  stay-behinds. 

Senator  Smith.  That  is  not  what  he  told  me,  and  I  talked  to  him 
myself  and  we  had  him  deposed  on  the  record.  I  would  urge  you  to 
read  that  deposition. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I'd  be  pleased  to  read  it. 

Senator  Smith.  And  he  also  said — ^you  said  there  were  no  POW's 
after  Homecoming.  You  did  not  say  right  now;  you  said  no  POW's 
after  Homecoming. 

The  Chairman.  Lieutenant,  are  you  wrapped  up  or  were  you  in- 
terrupted? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  I'm  interrupted. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  let  us  get  back  to  the  track  here. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  If  I  could  just  quickly  finish  up  on  my 
original  point  about  unaccounted  for  and  firsthand  correlations.  In 
most  cases,  we  have  information  that  goes  beyond  the  firsthand 
sighting  that's  accounted  for  to  that  person.  So  we  have  additional 
intelligence.  Also,  those  firsthand  sightings  confirm  a  lot  of  the  in- 
telligence that  we  have  on  those  individuals. 

I'd  just  like  to  quickly  follow  up.  As  of  today,  over  100  reports 
are  still  under  active  investigation,  as  we've  just  discussed. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Altogether,  firsthand  live  sighting  reports 
have  been  correlated  to  137  separate  incidents  involving  237 
people,  both  accounted  for  and  unaccounted  for.  This  graphic  de- 
picts all  hearsay  live  sighting  reports.  Hearsay  reports  come  from 
people  who  get  their  information  second  and  third  hand. 

An  example  of  a  hearsay  report:  my  friend  told  me,  I  heard  it  at 
the  market,  a  friend  of  a  friend.  Hearsay  reports  vary  by  country. 
In  Vietnam,  hearsay  reports  account  for  about  half  of  all  live  sight- 
ing reports,  and  they  tend  to  echo  the  details  and  descriptions  of 
actual  firsthand  reports.  However  in  Laos,  hearsay  reports  account 
for  almost  80  percent  of  the  live  sighting  reports,  and  in  many  in- 
stances they  are  vague  in  detail. 

Like  off-the-scope  cases  discussed  earlier  by  Captain  Chambers, 
hearsay  reports  are  difficult  to  verify  or  investigate.  One  of  the 
problems  in  investigating  firsthand  and  hearsay  live  sighting  re- 
ports is  the  large  number  of  people  in  Southeast  Asia  who  look  like 
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Americans  and  are  reported  as  U.S.  POW's.  We  call  this  group  of 
individuals  look-alikes. 

This  group  includes  Amerasians,  Afroasians,  Eurasians,  Russian 
advisors,  Western  diplomats,  missionaries,  drug  traffickers,  and 
tourists.  For  instance,  Johnny  King,  an  Asian  who  often  passed 
himself  off  as  a  United  States  POW. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Or  this  Eurasian,  photographed  at  the 
Fatima  Drug  Reeducation  Center  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City. 
[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Here  is  a  young  Afroasian  who  has  been 
identified  in  numerous  reports  as  an  American  POW  named 
Walter  T.  Robinson.  The  real  Walter  T.  Robinson  is  a  Caucasian 
living  in  the  Midwest.  He  was  never  listed  as  a  POW  or  a  MIA. 

Senator  Smith.  Is  there  not  also  a  Walter  Robinson  who  is  a 
black  man  missing? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  There  is  not.  Not  an  American  from  the  war,  not  an 
American  military. 

Senator  Smith.  There  is  a  Robinson,  black  man,  who  is  missing. 
Is  that  not  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  from  the  Glomar. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Fm  sure  everyone  here  is  familiar  with 
this  photo,  which  was  alleged  to  be  Daniel  Borah,  Jr.,  and  later 
found  to  be  a  Lao  tribesman  named  Ahrao. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  And  this  photo  of  Gunther  Dittrich,  which 
was  purported  to  be  former  U.S.  Army  Captain  Donald  Carr. 
[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  And  this  photo,  which  was  identified  as 
missing  Americans  John  Robertson,  Albro  Lundy,  and  Larry  Ste- 
vens, is  an  altered  version  of  a  photo  which  came  from  a  1989  Cam- 
bodian version  of  Soviet  Union  Magazine.  In  the  magazine  the 
original  photo  appears  in  a  story  about  collective  farming  in  the 
Ukraine  in  the  1920's.  And  as  you  can  see,  none  of  the  individuals 
in  the  original  have  a  mustache. 

The  subjects  of  all  of  these  photos  have  at  one  time  or  another 
been  reported  to  be  U.S.  POW's,  or  have  been  passed  off  as  U.S. 
POW's,  or  have  passed  themselves  off  as  U.S.  POW's.  Investigating 
these  reports  is  important,  but  it  is  also  extremely  difficult  and 
time  consuming.  These  photos  are  a  vivid  example  of  why  more 
than  a  single  picture  or  a  single  report  is  required  to  verify  a 
POW's  existence. 

[Slide.] 
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Lieutenant  Maguire.  This  graphic  represents  all  firsthand  live 
sighting  reports  in  red,  and  all  hearsay  live  sighting  reports  which 
were  detailed  enough  to  be  plotted  in  blue.  This  is  the  larger  ver- 
sion from  which  your  map  was  extracted. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  reason  it  is  larger  is  that  you  have  all  of 
them. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  no  screen  there. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  No,  sir.  As  you  can  see,  there  were  some 
areas  where  the  reporting  tends  to  be  heavier  and  gives  a  clustered 
appearance.  Some  members  of  the  Senate  Committee  staff  believe 
that  the  reports  within  some  of  these  areas  prove  that  a  U.S.  POW 
was  held  past  Operation  Homecoming.  Our  understanding  is  that 
Senate  staffers  used  three  criteria  to  reach  that  conclusion. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  These  three  criteria  are  shown  here.  How- 
ever, to  reach  these  conclusions  about  clusters,  other  types  of  intel- 
ligence were  ignored  and  only  a  handful  of  the  over  1,500  source 
reports  were  used. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  DIA  has  analyzed  clusters  since  the  mid- 
1980's.  In  fact,  when  a  new  source  report  is  received  at  DIA,  it  is 
standard  procedure  to  look  at  all  previous  firsthand  and  hearsay 
reports  in  the  same  geographic  area,  and  to  look  at  any  report  that 
contains  similar  information,  regardless  of  source  or  location. 

DIA  briefed  the  results  of  cluster  analysis  to  Members  of  Con- 
gress in  1987.  In  fact,  a  member  of  this  committee's  staff  took  part 
in  those  briefings.  One  of  the  great  benefits  of  our  own  cluster 
analysis  has  been  the  wealth  of  knowledge  about  the  handling  of 
prisoners  that  we  have  acquired.  Additionally,  we  have  found  that 
in  real  clusters  the  percentage  of  firsthand  live  sightings  which 
turn  out  to  be  fabrications  is  notably  lower  than  among  firsthand 
reports  as  a  whole. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Senate  investigators  identified  12  clusters 
which  met  their  3  criteria,  and  where  they  believe  reporting  indi- 
cated live  POW's.  DIA  looked  at  these  areas,  but  we  didn't  just 
look  at  the  source  reports  within  these  clusters.  We  used  all  the 
information  which  we  have  in  our  database  as  well.  After  conduct- 
ing our  all-source  analysis,  we  couldn't  find  information  to  support 
the  Senate  staffs  claims.  In  fact,  we  found  that  four  of  the  areas 
identified  by  the  staff  were  not  clusters. 

I  will  briefly  go  through  two  of  the  areas  that  were  identified  by 
the  Senate,  to  demonstrate  what  DIA's  analysis  showed. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  One  of  the  areas  identified  was  near  Dak 
Chung  in  Laos.  DIA  looked  at  the  16  live  sighting  reports  from  that 
area.  Two  were  firsthand  reports  that  had  nothing  in  common  with 
the  hearsay  reports.  The  firsthand  report,  one  of  which  was  an  ac- 
curate description  of  an  accounted-for  American  moving  up  the  Ho 
Chi  Minh  Trail.  The  source  of  the  second  firsthand  report  admitted 
lying. 

[Slide.] 
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Lieutenant  Maguire.  Senate  investigators  called  Dak  Chung  a 
cluster  because  of  six  hearsay  reports  that  recounted  the  same 
story.  At  first  glance,  these  reports  looked  promising  because  they 
all  seemed  to  corroborate  each  other.  But  in-depth  analysis  showed 
that  all  the  reports  were  similar  because  one  of  the  six  sources  had 
told  the  same  story  to  the  other  five.  What  we  are  left  with  is  not  a 
cluster  of  six,  but  a  cluster  of  one.  And  that  one  source  admitted 
lying  about  his  original  story,  so  now  we  have  no  cluster. 

Of  the  remaining  hearsay  reports,  three  were  too  vague  to  plot 
geographically,  and  one  of  these  recounts  the  story  of  a  free-living 
American,  his  wife  and  two  children.  This  hearsay  story  has  been 
frequently  recounted  throughout  Laos  and  Vietnam,  particularly 
among  the  ethnic  minorities  in  those  two  countries.  All  that  varies 
in  the  story  is  the  location  given  for  where  the  American  and  his 
family  are  living. 

The  remaining  hearsay  reports  are  from  ethnic  minorities  who 
heard  a  story  second-  or  third-hand  from  their  uncle,  nephew,  or 
brother-in-law.  Many  of  these  stories  are  so  vague  in  detail  that 
they  are  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  investigate.  The  reports  we 
can  investigate  turn  out  to  be  false. 

Additionally,  another  common  theme  is  that  almost  all  of  the  re- 
ports are  coupled  with  requests  for  monetary  assistance.  Once  the 
cluster  of  one  source  is  removed,  you  are  left  with  reports  scattered 
over  a  large  area  that  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with  each  other 
and  are  vague  at  best.  So  DIA  has  concluded  that  Dak  Chung  is  not 
a  cluster,  but  we  could  only  reach  that  conclusion  by  carefully 
reading  and  investigating  each  report. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Another  area  identified  by  the  Senate  as  a 
cluster  is  Kham  Keut  in  Laos.  Let  me  say  first  that  Kham  Keut  is 
a  cluster.  The  cluster  is  centered  around  the  only  four  firsthand  re- 
ports in  that  area. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  These  firsthand  reports  are  all  true,  and 
they  all  concern  the  detection  of  a  U.S.  civilian  and  a  foreign  na- 
tional in  that  area  in  1975.  This  goes  back  to  what  I  said  earlier. 
The  percentage  of  true  firsthand  reports  within  real  clusters  is 
higher  than  the  percentage  of  true  firsthand  reports  on  the  whole. 

Among  the  hearsay  reports,  once  again,  more  than  half  come 
from  people  who  got  their  information  from  a  relative,  and  most 
are  too  vague,  again,  to  investigate.  Almost  all  come  from  people 
who  asked  for  money  to  finance  the  POW's  rescue,  or  to  assist 
them  in  obtaining  further  proof  of  his  existence. 

Four  of  the  reports  were  based  on  information  which  came  from 
flyers  or  handouts  distributed  throughout  Laos.  These  flyers  con- 
tained personal  information  about  an  unaccounted  for  pilot.  Re- 
ports echoing  the  flyers  come  from  all  over  Laos. 

Three  of  the  hearsay  reports  are  about  the  detention  of  foreign 
nationals  in  the  area.  The  remaining  six  reports  are  either  too 
vague  to  plot,  including  another  story  about  the  free  living  Ameri- 
can and  his  family,  or  they  are  still  under  investigation. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  After  careful  analysis,  we  did  not  find  a 
single  report  or  group  of  reports  within  any  of  the  12  areas  identi- 
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fled  by  the  Senate  which  would  confirm  that  a  U.S.  POW  was  held 
against  his  will  after  the  war.  But  in  summary,  our  analysis  indi- 
cates that  source  reports,  particularly  live  sighting  reports,  remain 
the  largest  and  most  accurate  type  of  post-war  intelligence  on 
POW's  and  MIA's. 

However,  it  cannot  be  stressed  strongly  enough  that  relying  on 
this  one  source  of  intelligence  or  any  other  single  source  of  intelli- 
gence can  be  dangerously  misleading.  Responsible  analysis  requires 
input  from  a  variety  of  intelligence  sources. 

[Slide.] 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  We  conclude  with  the  following  assess- 
ment. After  years  of  post-war  searching,  thousands  of  reports  eval- 
uated, and  every  available  means  of  intelligence  collection  em- 
ployed, no  single  report  or  combination  of  reports  has  ever  been 
able  to  confirm  that  American  prisoners  of  war  remained  in  captiv- 
ity after  Operation  Homecoming  in  1973. 

Nonetheless,  the  many  unanswered  questions  that  remain  con- 
tinue to  bring  us  back  to  the  United  States  Government  position  on 
this  issue,  which  precludes  ruling  out  the  possibility  that  Ameri- 
cans may  remain  captive  in  Indochina.  For  that  reason,  we  will 
continue  our  investigations  using  every  intelligence  resource  that 
the  U.S.  possesses  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  our 
missing  Americans.  Thank  you. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Lieutenant.  Mr.  Sheetz  or 
General,  do  you  want  to  add  anything  to  your  briefers,  who  have 
done  a  good  job  here  in  giving  us  an  overview,  before  we  get  into 
some  of  the  particulars  on  the  clusters? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No. 

General  Clapper.  What  we'd  like  to  do,  sir,  is  change  places  here 
and  bring  some  of  our  experts  up  to  address  the  specific  questions, 
if  that's  all  right  with  you. 

Senator  Smith.  Could  I  ask  one  specific  question  before  you  go. 

Lieutenant,  in  the  briefings  that  you  had  up  there  on  the  clus- 
ters, it  is  my  understanding  from  our  staff  that  Dak  Chung  was  not 
clustered.  We  did  not  do  an  analysis  of  that,  so  I  do  not  know 
where  that  information  came  from. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  Sir,  I  have  a  report  that  was  forwarded  to 
us  where  that  was  identified  as  a  cluster. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  we  did  not  do  the  analysis  on  it  at  the  com- 
mittee, so  I  would  be  interested  in  doing  that. 

The  second  point — and  I  will  not  ask  you  to  go  back  and  put  the 
slide  back  up  there — but  you  said  that — I  believe  your  slide  said 
since  the  early  1980's,  that  this  technique  was  used.  Then  I  would 
ask,  maybe.  General  Clapper  to  respond  to  this  one  before  you  guys 
leave. 

The  statement  that  was  made  in  the  1985,  25  September  1985 
Brooks  report  said: 

We  note  that  DIA  has  never  employed  some  of  the  most  basic  analytical  tech- 
niques such  as  plotting  all  sightings  on  a  map  to  look  for  patterns  and  concentra- 
tions. 

So  that  statement  is  inaccurate  by  Admiral  Brooks,  is  that  cor- 
rect? 
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General  Clapper.  Well,  that  was  in  1987.  I  was  speaking  to 
what — the  analytic  practices  that  are  followed  now. 

Senator  Smith.  So  then  your  testimony  is  up  until  1987,  you  did 
not  do  analysis  by  pattern  concentrations,  and  you  did  after  1987. 
Is  that  your  testimony? 

General  Clapper.  I  can't  testify  specifically  what  was  or  wasn't 
done,  in  1987  or  before. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  would  like  somebody  to.  Who  can? 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  It's  my  understanding  that  we  began  doing 
it  in  1986,  and  I  don't  know  if  that  was  in  response  to  criticisms 
made  about  our  analysis  prior  to  that,  or  if  it  was  something  that 
was  developed  in  the  office. 

Senator  Smith.  So  pattern  analysis  was  not  done.  Your  testimony 
is  that  pattern  analysis  was  not  done  until  1987,  so  that  Admiral 
Brooks  was  correct. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  No,  1987  it  was  actually  briefed  to  Con- 
gress. They  actually  had  been  doing  it  for  awhile,  and  brought  the 
results  of  that  in  to  Congress. 

Senator  Smith.  So  you  are  saying  Brooks  is  wrong,  then. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Admiral  Brooks'  report  was  in  1985. 

Senator  Smith.  That  is  right. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  The  office  started  using  the  technique,  as  clearly  as 
I  can  determine,  in  depth  in  1986.  And  in  1987  was  the  first  time 
we  brought  forward  the  results  of  computer-generated  plottings,  as 
part  of  briefs  that  we  brought  up  to  the  Hill  to  oversight  commit- 
tees. 

Senator  Smith.  I  guess  I  am  not  clear  on  your  answer.  You  are 
saying  to  me,  then,  that  for  12  years  after  the  war  we  did  not  ana- 
lyze through  patterns  of  concentrations  of  sighting  reports  based  on 
the  content,  but  you  did  it  after  the  Brooks  memorandum  was  criti- 
cal of  that.  Then  you  are  saying — I  am  just  trying  to  clarify  it;  I  am 
not  trying  to  give  you  a  hard  time.  Is  that  when  you  started  doing 
it,  in  1987? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No.  Our  database  has  always  been  accessible  by  geo- 
graphic search.  So  when  analysts  would  go  into  the  database, 
whether  they  do  it  now  or  did  it  back  then,  they  could  retrieve  re- 
ports that  related  to  a  geographic  area.  We're  much  better  at  it 
now  than  we  used  to  be.  We've  got  more  sophisticated  query  struc- 
tures than  we  used  to.  But  we  had  the  ability  to  isolate  out  reports 
by  geographic  area. 

I  don't  think  we  started  doing  computer  plots  of  data  points  until 
the  mid-1980's.  You  know  the  PC's  really  weren't  developed  and 
didn't  get  into  the  Government  until  1982-83.  So,  ideally,  it  would 
have  been  nice  if  we  would  have  had  a  PC  in  1973-74,  but  they 
weren't  even  invented  back  then  and  weren't  there  to  use  as  an 
analytic  tool. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  just  say  that  is  correct  on  the  PC's,  but  it 
is  certainly  not  correct  that  those  things  could  not  have  been  plot- 
ted on  the  map  without  a  PC.  It  would  have  been  a  little  more 
effort,  but  it  certainly  could  have  been  done. 

And  your  testimony  is  that  it  was  not  done;  that  Admiral  Brooks 
was  correct  that  this  technique  was  not  used,  as  I  understand  it, 
until  1987.  And  that  is  your  testimony,  which  contradicts  what  was 
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up  on  the  chart  which  said  in  the  early  1980's  you  used  these  tech- 
niques. That  is  all  I  am  saying. 

The  Chairman.  I  think,  Bob — I  am  not  sure,  was  there  a  chart 
that  I  missed?  The  chart  that  I  saw  up  there  said  that  in  1987  the 
cluster  briefing  was  made  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  And  I  think  that  is  exactly  what  the  testimony 
was  just  now.  Was  there  a  different  chart? 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  like  to  see  that  chart. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  the  chart  says — can  we  show  the  chart.  I 
think  the  chart  said  1987. 

Senator  Smith.  But  there  was  another  chart  that  also  referred 
back  to  the  early  eighties.  I  do  not  want  to  take  the  committee's 
time.  I  do  not  remember  which  chart  it  was. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  the  right  people  to  ask  that  question  of  are 
going  to  be  the  next  group  of  people  that  are  going  to  come  up. 
They  have  been  doing  the  analysis  for  the  longest  time  at  DIA,  and 
they  can  tell  you  from  firsthand  experience. 

Senator  Smith.  I  believe  there  was  a  statement  in  the  chart  that 
said  we  always  did  cluster  analysis  or  pattern  analysis.  I  am  only 
going  by  memory.  I  would  be  happy  to  be  corrected,  but  that  is  the 
way  I  recall  it. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  My  text  reads  the  mid-1980's  in  regard  to 
cluster  analysis. 

Senator  Smith.  Do  you  say  on  there  somewhere  in  the  text  that 
you  always  did  pattern  analysis. 

Lieutenant  Maguire.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that  DIA 
has  analyzed  clusters  since  the  mid-1980's. 

Senator  Smith.  So  you  did  not  do  it  before  the  mid-1980's. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  what  he  testified  to,  that  in  1986  they 
began  doing  it,  or  1985-1986.  That  the  first  cluster  briefing  was  in 
1987,  but  that  prior  to  that  there  was  none  done.  I  think  that  is  the 
testimony. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay. 

The  Chairman.  Why  do  we  not  move  on  to — first  cluster,  so- 
called,  is  the  Hanoi  Cluster.  And  what  we  will  turn  to  now  is  the 
information  with  respect  to  downtown  Hanoi,  The  Citadel.  If  you 
could  ask  those  people  who  will  be  briefing  on  this  to  come  up,  that 
would  be  helpful. 

If  I  could  ask  each  of  you  gentlemen  who  are  new  to  the  witness 
table  if  you  would  rise  so  I  could  swear  you  in,  please.  Would  you 
raise  your  right  hands.  Do  you  swear  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you  God. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  do. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  do. 

Mr.  Gray.  I  do. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  identify  yourselves,  please,  each  of 
you,  for  the  record. 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  I  am  Mr.  Warren  Gray  of  POW/MIA  DIA.  I'm 
chief  of  the  current  operations  branch. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I'm  Gary  Sydow.  I'm  chief  of  the  analysis  branch. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I'm  Robert  DeStatte,  senior  analyst. 

The  Chairman.  Could  you  just  say,  each  of  you,  how  long  you 
h;^ve  been  at  DIA  and  working  on  the  POW  issue. 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  I  worked  on  a  brief  assignment  with  this  office  in 
1978,  and  I  joined  it  full  time  in  1979  and  have  been  with  it  since. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I've  been  with  DIA  since  January,  1985. 

Mr.  Gray.  I've  worked  the  POW  issue  starting  in  1973  with  the 
Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  in  Thailand.  I  arrived  at  DIA  in 
1984. 

The  Chairman.  Now  gentlemen,  as  you  heard  earlier,  the  staff 
took  a  number  of  live  sighting  reports,  hearsay  and  firsthand,  and 
has  plotted  them  on  this  map.  The  screen,  as  you  heard,  has  been 
fairly  extensive;  i.e.,  there  are  no  Garwood  plottings. 

Single  reports  were  not  used.  No  smugglers,  none  where  you  said 
there  was  fraud,  none  where — only  a  condition  of  captivity  has 
been  reported,  not  anybody  living  freely.  Missionaries  have  been 
eliminated  and  so  forth.  So  what  you  see  there  refers  to  folks  who 
have  been  reported  to  be — or  instances  where  people  have  been  re- 
ported to  be  held  in  a  prisoner  status. 

The  70  sightings  in  Hanoi  City  include  22  firsthand  sightings 
from  20  separate  individuals  and  48  hearsay  sources.  We  under- 
stand that  you  have  evaluated  13  firsthand  live  sightings  as  fabri- 
cations. There  are  a  number  that  are  not  fabrications,  and  we  have 
a  list  of  those. 

But  what  I  would  like  to  do  is  ask  you  with  particularly  now,  if 
you  would  refer  to  the  live  sighting  reports  that  are  plotted  for 
Hanoi  and  help  us  to  understand  this  in  a  more  detailed  fashion. 
We  have  had  the  broad  picture  from  you.Now  I  would  like  to  get 
you  to  sort  of  look  underneath  a  little  bit,  and  help  us  to  look  at 
the  process  by  which  you  have  determined  that  a  report  is  not,  in 
fact,  what  it  purports  to  be. 

Let  me  direct  your  attention  specifically  to  number  7591,  which 
is  a  live  sighting  report.  I  might,  for  the  record,  ask  you — there  is  a 
very  large  distribution  of  this  report,  and  I  was  struck  by  the 
breadth  of  distribution.  Do  you  have  that  report  in  front  of  you? 

[Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  DeStatte  or  Mr.  Sydow,  do  you  have  that 
now?  You  do  not  have  those  reports. 
Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Folks,  these  are  the  reports  that  have  been  iden- 
tified to  you.  These  are  the  foundations  

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  not  one  of  the  cases  that  was  identified  for 
us. 

Senator  Smith.  It  is  or  it  is  not? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Is  not. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  were  told  to  focus  our  preparation  work  on  the 
43  high-interest  cases,  and  that's  what  we  have  brought  up  here 
prepared  to  discuss  today. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  not  prepared  to  discuss  the  foundation 
of  the  Hanoi  cluster? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We'll  be  prepared  to  talk  about  the  cluster  in  gener- 
al, but  we  have  detailed  information,  as  the  committee  indicated  to 
us  to  be  ready  for,  on  the  43  detailed  cases.  And  if  that  case  is  not 
on  the  list  that  was  passed  to  us  previously,  I  doubt  that  we're 
going  to  have  that  ready. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Mr.  Chairman. 
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The  Chairman.  What  about  8621.  Do  you  have  Uve  sighting 
report  8621? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  7591,  earlier  I  believe  Mr. 
Smith  described  that  case  in  summary.  And  if  Fm  not  mistaken, 
that's  the  source  who  talked  about  an  underground  prison  near  Ho 
Chi  Minh's  Tomb.  I  could  make  a  few  general  observations  about 
that. 

The  Chairman.  Well  let  me  read  it  to  you.  I  mean  you  guys  have 
dealt  with  this  stuff,  and  it  will  not  hurt  to  kind  of  go  through  it. 
Let  me  just  ask  you  first  of  all,  on  your  live  sighting  reports  do  you 
have  live  sighting  report  8621?  You  have  a  live  sighting  report 
8621,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  we  do. 

The  Chairman.  Turning  just  to  the  heading  on  that,  because  I 
was,  as  I  said,  struck  by  the  distribution  on  these;  tell  me  if  you 
will,  or  tell  the  committee,  who  this  live  sighting  report  was  dis- 
tributed to?  8621,  do  you  have  that  in  front  of  you? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  I  have  it. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  heading  I  see  that  it  goes  to  CNO  Wash- 
ington; CSAF,  Washington;  CMC,  Washington;  AFIS,  Bowling  Air 
Force  Base.  It  goes  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  went  to — I  am  not 
familiar  with  all  of  the  titles  here — but  CMCCC,  Washington.  It 
went  to  Fort  Meade,  another  grouping  to  Fort  Meade.  Is  that  cor- 
rect or  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Those  are  all  people  info'ed  on  this.  Is  that  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Either  action  or  info. 

The  Chairman.  The  reason  I  ask  this  is  it  goes  to  JCS,  Sec  Def — 
Secretary  of  Defense— U.S.  CINCPAC,  CIA,  JCRC  Commander.  I 
mean  for  those  who  have  been  harping  about  conspiracy  in  this,  it 
just  strikes  me  that  that  kind  of  breadth  of  distribution  sort  of 
denies  the  concept  that  anybody  was  keeping  very  much  from  any- 
body. It  is  a  pretty  broad  distribution.  You  would  have  to  have 
every  low-level  code  reader  and  everybody  in  the  entire  Govern- 
ment sort  of  sworn  to  some  secrecy  here  to  avoid  this  stuff  being 
talked  about. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  I  could  add  something  to  that,  sir.  You'll  fmd  es- 
sentially two  separate  lists  there.  There  will  be — in  the  middle  of 
that  list  there  will  be  dates.  And  the  addresses  below  that  list  were 
the  original  addresses.  Then  above  that,  there  will  be  another  list 
that  are  mostly  Washington  area  consumers. 

And  then  another  date  at  the  top;  that's  the  date  the  JCS  mes- 
sage re-addressal  system  essentially  routed  that  report,  that  was 
not  originally  going  to  that  list,  to  essentially  a  very  wide  con- 
sumer base  here  in  the  Washington  area.  So  you  get  two  lists  of 
addresses  with  each  message. 

The  Chairman.  And  it  is  indeed  fairly  broad,  as  I  have  described 
it.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  having  said  that,  help  us  to  evaluate  it. 
Here  is  a  report  which  on  its  face  says  the  following:  The  source,  a 
Vietnamese  staying  at  the  refugee  camp  in  Pusan,  Korea,  who  ac- 
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quired  the  information  from  his  friend.  Reliability  of  the  source 
has  not  been  established. 

Until  1985  an  underground  detention  facility  located  adjacent  to 
the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Memorial  in  Hanoi,  the  Vietnamese — it  had  pos- 
sibly been  used  for  American  prisoners  of  war.  In  1970,  the  Viet- 
namese Government  constructed — it  goes  through  the  construction 
process. 

The  Vietnamese  Government  constructed  the  underground  de- 
tention facility  at  the  same  time  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb  was  con- 
structed. The  construction  of  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb  began  in  1969 
and  was  completed  circa  1970.  The  civilian  construction  workers  se- 
lected by  the  government  went  through  a  thorough  background  in- 
vestigation. The  rumor — I  underline  rumor — concerning  the  under- 
ground detention  facility  was  started  by  some  of  the  construction 
workers  who  participated  in  the  construction,  and  it  goes  on. 

This  is  one  of  the  flags  that  is  represented  up  here,  correct.  Is 
that  correct?  Where  is  our  team  of  people  here? 

Mr.  LeGro.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  one  of  the  flags  represented  up  here.  Now 
explain  to  me  how  should  we  think  about  this  particular  report?  It 
says  many  of  the  Vietnamese  general  populace  believe  some  Amer- 
ican prisoners  of  war  are  still  detailed  in  a  very  secret  place,  and 
here  is  the  report. 

How  do  you  evaluate  it?  What  did  you  do  with  it?  How  should  we 
look  at  that  today? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  let  me  address  that  first.  I  spent  approximate- 
ly 10  of  the  last  18  months  in  Hanoi.  And  while  I  don't  have  that 
report  in  front  of  me,  some  general  observations,  I  think,  might  be 
helpful. 

I  had  freedom  of  movement  throughout  Hanoi  and  the  surround- 
ing area.  I  am  very  aggressive  in  seeking  out  a  wide  variety  of  con- 
tacts, formally  and  informally,  throughout  the  city.  I  traveled 
around  the  city  every  spare  moment  I  had.  One  of  the  things  that  I 
have  looked  into  is  the  possibility  of  an  underground  facility  of 
some  sort.  I  can't  find  any  evidence  that  there  is  even  a  basement 
in  any  building  anywhere  in  that  country. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  spoke  to  one  French  engineer  who's  in 
charge  of  a  major  remodelling  project  there,  and  he  explained  to 
me  that  even  swimming  pools  have  to  be  placed  above  ground,  or 
only  partially  submerged,  because  of  some  idiosyncracies  with  the 
water  table.  I'm  not  an  engineer,  construction  engineer,  so  I  can't 
recite  this  perfectly — what  he  said  perfectly,  but  he  finds  it  incom- 
prehensible that  there  would  be  an  underground  facility.  And 
here's  a  man  whose  business  is  doing  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  have  looked  around  the  city,  and  with  one  possible  exception, 
every  swimming  pool  that  I  can  find  in  and  around  that  city  is  an 
above-ground  facility;  again,  an  indication  of  problems  there.  Also, 
the  tallest  building  in  the  city  is  10  stories  high,  and  I  understand 
informally  that  it  required  an  exception  to  get  a  building  that  high. 
And  I  am  also  told  informally  by  residents  of  the  area  that,  again, 
this  is  a  restriction  that  is  imposed  by  some  of  the  soil  conditions 
there.  And,  again,  relating  to  the  unlikelihood  that  there  would  be 
an  underground  facility  of  any  sort  in  that  area. 
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Now  that  does  not  prove  that  there  was  not  an  underground  fa- 
cility there.  I  am  simply  saying  that  what  I  have  been  able  to  pick 
up  in  my  informal  inquiries  around  the  city  in  10  months  suggests 
that  there  is  not. 

Also,  that  particular  area  is  open  to  the  public.  It  is  an  area  that 
is  the  major  park.  The  communist  headquarters  is  across  the  street 
or,  pardon  me,  right  on  the  edge  of  the  big  plaza  there.  The  govern- 
ment headquarters  is  across  the  street.  Two  major  tourist  attrac- 
tions are  to  the  left  of  the  memorial,  and  the  left  rear  of  the  memo- 
rial, the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Tomb,  you  have  thousands  of  people  in  that 
area  every  day.  The  likelihood  that  they  would  be  holding  Ameri- 
can prisoners  in  an  environment  like  that,  I  would  hold  is  low. 

Now  I  concede  that  that  is  not  proof  that  there  are  none.  But  we 
have  been  unable  to  come  up  with  any  indication,  any  evidence, 
that  suggests  that  that  particular  story  is  true. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  the  classification  given  to  that  specific 
report? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  don't  have  the  report  in  front  of  me.  I  don't 
know. 

The  Chairman.  Does  anybody  have  a  copy  of  that  report?  I  do 
not  know  how  it  did  not  get  there.  It  is  on  the  list,  7591. 
[No  response.] 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  turn  your  attention  next  to  8621: 
live  sighting  report  8621.  The  source  came  from  Thailand.  It  was  a 
December  1986  report  as  follows:  The  sighting  is  firsthand  and 
hearsay.  And  in  December  of  1986  the  source,  who  practiced  herbal 
medicine,  visited  a  PAVN  general  officer  in  Ly  Nam  De  Street  to 
treat  the  general  for  kidney  stones. 

From  a  room  in  the  general's  quarters,  the  source  observed  four 
to  five  Caucasians  in  striped  (reddish  stripes  on  tan  background) 
uniforms  through  a  barred  iron  gate  in  an  adjoining  wall.  The  gen- 
eral's 30  year  old  son  told  the  source  that  those  were  Americans 
and  that  30  were  being  kept  in  an  underground  prison  in  the  com- 
pound. 

The  source  later  told  that  he  had  worked  on  an  underground  fa- 
cility under  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb,  and  that  there  was  a  tunnel 
from  under  the  mausoleum  to  The  Citadel.  He  believed  Americans 
were  being  held  in  the  facility. 

And  that  is  supposedly  under  analysis.  Now  query:  what  does  the 
committee  think  of  that?  What  should  the  committee  think  of  that 
report? 

Mr.  Sydow.  As  you  noted,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  report  is  still 
under  analysis.  We  would  reflect  that  reporting  from  other  report- 
ers who  we've  had  go  through  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense 
Area.  As  Mr.  DeStatte  has  pointed  out,  that's  not  a  closed  or 
denied  area.  We  have  talked  to  people  who  walk  through  that  area. 
There's  no  reporting  that  would  corroborate  the  construction  of 
any  underground  facility  in  this  time  period. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  might  add  that  I  have  walked  and  ridden  my  bi- 
cycle down  that  street,  around  the  perimeter  of  the  Citadel  area 
several  times  over  the  past  18  months.  I've  stopped  and  chatted 
with  the  guards  at  various  entrances.  I've  chatted  with  people  who 
work  inside  that  compound.  I've  talked  to  civilians  who  run  soup 
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stands  and  other  business  establishments  around  the  perimeter  of 
it,  and  just  people  who  are  passing  through  the  area. 

I  have  yet  to  find  someone  who  was  not  aware  that  American 
POW's  were  held  across  the  street  at  number  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street 
during  the  war.  I  have  yet  to  find  anyone  who  has  not  scoffed  at 
the  idea  that  American  POW's  were  held  there  after  the  war.  And 
given  the  nature  of  neighborhood  gossip  or  rumor  mill  and  so  forth, 
if  there  was  indication — if  there  were  any  POW's  in  that  area,  Fm 
quite  sure  that  it  would  be  of  general  interest  in  the  neighborhood. 

And  a  couple  of  comments  that  might  give  some  perspective  to 
that.  Here  when  we  leave  work  we  go  home,  we  turn  on  the  TV 
set,  we  go  out  and  work  in  the  garden,  we  have  a  number  of — we 
go  to  the  movies,  go  out  for  dinner,  all  sorts  of  pursuits  like  this. 
Because  of  the  economic  situation  in  Vietnam  and  for  other  rea- 
sons, that's  not  the  common  practice  there. 

And  I've  talked  to  a  lot  of  folks — we'll  take  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street 
which  is  in  this — is  mentioned  in  this  report  here.  Abutting  that  is 
an  elevated  railroad  trestle,  and  it's  common  practice  for  the  kids 
in  the  neighborhood — or  during  the  war  it  was  common  practice 
for  the  kids  in  the  neighborhood  to  get  up  on  that  trestle  and 
watch  for  the  American  prisoners,  to  make  faces  at  them,  to  call  to 
them,  and  hope  that  the  prisoners  would  call  back. 

The  kids  would  go  home  and  tell  their  friends  about  it.  I  mean 
you  should  see  these  guys.  They're  so  big.  They're  blond.  They're 
blue  eyed.  It  was  really  quite  an  exciting  adventure  for  them.  And, 
of  course,  the  other  kids  in  the  neighborhood,  then  they  want  to 
get  their  chance  at  it. 

And  word  spreads  very  very  rapidly  of  anything  unusual  in  the 
area.  If  there  had  been  American  prisoners  in  that  area,  with  the 
extensive  efforts  that  we've  made  over  the  years  to  confirm  that, 
we  sure  as  the  devil  would  have  confirmed  it.  And  the  fact  that 
we've  been  unable  to  find  one  citizen  in  that  neighborhood  who  is 
not  convinced  that  all  American  prisoners  were  released  in  1973,  I 
think  is  a  strong  indication  that  this  particular  story  is  not  true. 

The  Chairman.  Now  let  me — ^before  I  come  back  to  that  answer, 
you  are  aware  that  there  were  tunnels  and  air  raid  shelters  in  that 
vicinity.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Tunnels,  no.  There  were  air  raid  shelters  there; 
we're  aware  of  some  of  them.  The  only  thing  that  would  qualify  as 
a  tunnel  in  that  area  is  the  sewer  system,  which  I  am  told  by 
people  in  Hanoi  resembles  the  sewer  system  of  Paris,  not  surpris- 
ing inasmuch  as  the  French  were  the  ones  who  designed  the  city. 
But  tunnels,  per  se,  no. 

The  Chairman.  Well  the  sewer  system — I  do  not  want  to  get — I 
mean  if  it  resembles  the  catacombs  of  Paris,  that  is  a  pretty  serious 
tunnel. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I'm  not  sure  that  I  would  describe  it  as  resem- 
bling the  catacombs.  All  I  know  is  they — I  am  told  that  it  looks — it 
resembles  the  sewer  system  in  Paris.  And  much  of  that — I  suspect 
that  some  of  the  speculation  about  a  tunnel  derives  from  a  newspa- 
per of  a  few  years  ago  when  they  were  renovating  the  Dong  Xuan 
Market,  the  main  market  in  northeaster  Hanoi  city. 

Some  of  the  excavation  work  that  was  going  on  attendant  to  the 
reconstruction  or  the  renovation,  they  had  to  go  into  one  of  the 
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sewer  lines.  And  they,  according  to  the  newspaper  report,  found 
the  remains  of  a  communist  soldier  who  had  died — for  some  reason 
had  been  down  in  there  and  died  during  the  war  against  the 
French.  It's  only  a  guess  on  my  part,  but  I  suspect  that  the  kernel 
of  truth  in  some  of  these  stories  about  a  tunnel  are  rumors  that 
have  grown  from  that  one  particular  newspaper  report. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  help  you  out  a  little  bit  here.  Subsequent 
steps  that  you  took,  in  fact,  indicated  that  U.S.  prisoners  were  held 
at  something  called  the  Alcatraz  Camp  in  the  rear  of  the  com- 
pound at  number  4  Ly  Nam  De.  Is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  is  correct,  sir.  That  was  simply  a  building 
that  was  converted  to  that  use:  not  a  prison  camp  per  se.  They've 
also  constructed — there  is  a  new  building  under  construction  at 
that  site  as  we  speak,  based  on  personal  observation. 

If  I  could  add  a  comment  about  the  prisons.  We  talked  about  the 
prison  camps  in  Hanoi.  When  the  war  started,  when  Commander 
Alvarez  was  captured  in  August  1964,  the  PAVN  did  not  have  a 
prison  camp  system.  So  the  military  organization  that  was  respon- 
sible for  POW's  borrowed  space  from  the  ministry  of  interior  in  its 
prison  in  Hanoi,  what  we've  come  to  call  the  Hanoi  Hilton. 

As  the  number  of  prisoners  increased,  it  became  necessary  to 
find  other  facilities.  So  the  military  then  tasked  various  elements 
of  the  military  that  had  facilities  that  could  be  suitably  converted 
to  a  detention  or  temporary  facility,  to  do  so. 

The  POW  camp  the  U.S.  POWs  nicknamed  "The  Zoo"  had  been  a 
film  studio  operated  by  the  Military  Film  Institute,  which  was  sub- 
ordinate to  the  General  Political  Directorate  of  the  Ministry  of  De- 
fense. Likewise,  the  POW  camp  we  know  as  number  17  Ly  Nam  De 
Street  had  been  a  film  studio  operated  by  the  same  element  of  the 
General  Political  Directorate.  The  POW  camp  U.S.  POWs  nick- 
named ''Alcatraz"  was  located  behind  the  Army  Publishing  House 
offices  at  number  2  or  4  Ly  Nam  De  Street.  The  Army  Publishing 
House  also  was  subordinate  to  the  General  Political  Directorate. 

The  Enemy  Proselyting  Department  of  the  General  Political  Di- 
rectorate was  responsible  for  handling  U.S.  POWs.  Thus,  we  can 
see  a  pattern  here.  As  the  need  increased  for  space  to  house  U.S. 
POWs,  the  General  Political  Directorate  tasked  various  of  its  sub- 
ordinate elements  to  vacate  their  spaces  and  allow  the  Enemy 
Proselyting  Department  to  use  the  spaces  as  detention  camps  for 
POWs.  This  partially  explains  how  the  General  Political  Director- 
ate selected  some  sites  for  use  as  POW  camps. 

The  Chairman.  In  point  of  fact,  did  you  not  make  a  determina- 
tion that  neither  camp  had  underground  facilities? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  could  be  used  as  detention.  There  was  a 
large  air  defense  shelter  inside  the  compound  at  number  17  Ly 
Nam  De  Street,  but  I  would  not  characterize  that  as  an  under- 
ground facility  or  detention  facility. 

The  Chairman.  Well  what  is — let  me  turn  you  now.  Let  us  hold 
8621  in  abeyance  for  a  moment  and  let  me  direct  your  attention  to 
number  1054.  Number  1054  was  a  report  as  follows: 

It  is  a  sighting  report  from  a  former  PAVN  truck  driver  who 
said  that  while  trimming  trees  in  Ly  Nam  De  Street — so  we  are  in 
the  same  street,  different  time  period — he  saw  four  Americans 
standing  outside  a  building  on  a  porch.  This  occurred  in  January 
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1974.  In  September  1978,  he  saw  six  people  outside  what  appeared 
to  be  a  meeting  house.  In  both  cases  he  thought  there  were  more 
people  inside. 

Now  the  resolution  of  that  case.  He  provided  excellent  drawings 
of  Ly  Nam  De  Citadel  area.  In  that  case  you  found  it  to  be  a  fabri- 
cation, saying  that  the  source  could  not  have  sighted,  as  claimed,  in 
1974,  because  he  would  have  been  in  a  highly  restricted  area  and 
his  view  would  have  been  blocked  by  trees  and  buildings.  The  1978 
sighting  was  probably  in  an  area  in  which  Soviets  worked  and  were 
commonly  present.  He  did  provide  excellent  drawings  of  the  Cita- 
del area,  nonetheless. 

Now  here  is  the  very  same  area.  A  different  timeframe,  but  the 
same  observation.  You  say  it  is  a  fabrication. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I'm  the  person  who 
interviewed  him  and  I  participated  in  a  polygraph  examination; 
and  something  that  apparently  is  not  brought  out  here  is  that  he 
failed  the  polygraph  examination. 

But  I  think  his  response  to  our  discussions  following  the  poly- 
graph examination  might  be  instructive.  As  you  noted,  he  had  two 
sightings:  one  in  the  interior  of  the  Ministry  of  Defense  Headquar- 
ters area,  which  some  refer  to  as  the  Citadel,  and  the  other  on  the 
edge  of  it,  on  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street.  The  polygraph  examination 
showed  his  story  to  be  a — showed  him  to  be  deceptive.  \ 

The  Chairman.  On  what  question  was  he  deceptive?  ^ 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  relevant  questions  concerning  the  sightings. 
Okay,  we  asked  him  for  clarification.  He  insisted  that  well  the 
polygraph  doesn't  work  on  Asians  or  he  had  two  or  three  explana- 
tions, I  don't  recall  accurately  from  memory  what  they  were.  But 
he  denied  that  they  were  valid. 

I  happened  to  have  a  pamphlet  on  one  of  the  POW  camps  in  that 
area  that  had  an  excellent  aerial  image  of  that  area  taken  during 
the  war.  I  simply  opened  that  fanfold,  pointed  to  it,  and  I  said 
here's  an  aerial  image  of  that  Citadel.  I  folded  it  again  and  I  said 
now  our  imagery  experts  have  taken  a  look  at  this  and  they  have 
informed  us  that  it's  impossible  for  you  to  have  climbed  a  tree  in 
the  compound  where  you  say  that  you  were  at  and  to  have  been 
able  to  look  over  the  walls  and  see  into  the  courtyard  where  you 
say  you  saw  the  Americans. 

He  smiled  and  said,  well,  yes,  you're  right.  I  fabricated  that.  I 
made  that  up  because  I  was  afraid  that  you  would  not  believe 
unless  I  said  that  I  had  seen  them  at  least  twice.  And  he  smiled 
even  more  broadly  and  said  words  to  the  effect,  however,  you 
cannot  say  that  I  couldn't  see  into  the  compound  adjacent  to 
number  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street  because  there's  no  fence  there.  And 
then  he  defied  me  to  prove  that  was  wrong. 

And  the  man  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit  the  fabrication  when 
he  had  no  out.  But  he  took  some  delight  in  showing  that  we  had  a 
dilemma;  we  were  unable  to  prove,  other  than  with  the  polygraph 
results,  that  the  other  sighting  was  not  true. 

But  again,  as  I  pointed  out  earlier,  I  have  been  up  and  down  that 
street  several  times.  I've  talked  to  people  in  the  neighborhood.  I've 
talked  to  shopkeepers  in  the  neighborhood.  I  have  looked  into  that 
compound  myself.  If  there  were  American  POW's  held  in  that  com- 
pound any  time  after  1973,  I  am  confident,  totally  confident,  that  I 
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would  have  uncovered  some  indication  of  that  in  my  conversations 
with  the  local  residents. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  a  fact,  is  it  not — and  having  visited  there 
three  times  in  the  last  year  I  certainly  would  sense  this — that  it  is 
pretty  hard  to  walk  around  anywhere  as  a  Caucasian  without  at- 
tracting significant  attention  still.  Is  that  not  true? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  is  very  much  true.  And  particularly  if  you're 
an  American.  And  I  know  this  is  off  the  topic  a  little  bit,  but  one  of 
the  heartwarming  aspects  of  my  10  months  in  Vietnam  since  the 
beginning  of  last  year  is  to  learn  that  wherever  I  go  in  that  coun- 
try, north  or  south,  city  or  rural,  as  soon  as  people  realize  that  I 
am  an  American,  there's  an  outpouring  of  warmth.  There  is  a  gen- 
uine and  deep  affection  for  America.  And  I  would  say  profoundly 
favorable  memories  of  America,  even  by  our  adversaries.  There 
was  a  respect  that  few  of  us  are  aware  of. 

The  Chairman.  In  pursuing  your  inquiry  of  this  particular  area, 
have  you  had  free  access  and  been  able  to  go  there  on  your  own  at 
any  time? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct,  sir.  I've  had  absolutely  no  restric- 
tions. I'm  not  followed.  I'm  not  escorted.  And  the  local  residents 
there  are  not  at  all  reticent  about  chatting  with  me.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  just  the  converse.  As  soon  as  they  realize  that  I'm  an  Ameri- 
can and  I  speak  Vietnamese  quite  well,  crowds  gather.  People  are 
interested  in  America. 

The  Chairman.  So  even  in  Hanoi,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ly  Nam  De 
Street,  is  it  accurate  to  say  that  if  you  are  there,  kids  come  up  to 
you,  a  crowd  gathers  fairly  quickly,  does  it  not? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  asked  those  people  spontaneously 
whether  they  have  ever  seen  any  American  in  that  vicinity? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  And  let  me  give  you  one  anecdote  that  I 
think  might  be  helpful.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  taking  a  colleague 
who  was  visiting  Vietnam  around  that  very  area;  he  had  an  inter- 
est in  that  area.  And  we  stopped  at  the — near  the  railroad  trestle 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  number  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street.  I  posi- 
tioned my  friend  in  the  middle  of  the  street  with  his  back  towards 
17  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  and  I  took  a  couple  of  photographs. 

A  couple  of  the — there  were  several  local  open-air  shops  that 
were  selling  agricultural  products  and  so  forth,  vegetables,  but 
there  were  some  other  shops.  Well,  two  or  three  people  came  up  to 
me  and  wanted  to  know  why  I  was  taking  a  picture  of  that  area. 
And  I  simply  responded  I  have  some  friends  who  used  to  live  over 
there.  And  they  laughed  and  they  knew  exactly  what  I  was  talking 
about.  They  said  oh  your  friends  must  have  been  American  pilots, 
and  they  chatted  about  the  American  POW's  who  used  to  be  there 
in  1973  or  prior  to  1973.  They  used  to  go  over  there  and  try  to 
catch  glimpses  of  them. 

And  I  asked  them  how  many  Americans  were  held  there  after 
1973.  And  as  this  conversation  was  taking  place  the  crowd  is  in- 
creasing, and  it  must  have  been — I  don't  recall  how  many,  but  sev- 
eral people  by  this  time  gathered  around.  And  in  unison  they 
scoffed  at  the  idea  that  Americans  were  held  there  after  1973. 

The  Chairman.  May  I  ask  a  question  of  our  own  staff  here.  This 
particular  live  sighting  report  that  I  have  referred  to  now,  number 
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1054,  where  the  source  failed  a  lie  detector  test  and  recanted,  is 
that  flag  represented  up  there? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  not  here. 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  it  is  not  on  this  map.  This  was  a  separate 
series  of  analyses  that  we  pulled  together. 
The  Chairman.  I  am  not  sure  I  understand. 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  did  analysis  on  several  levels.  In  other  words, 
the  map  was  our  first  analysis  and  then  we  have  continued  to  in- 
vestigate as  we  have  received  materials,  to  follow  up  on  other  rele- 
vant data.  This  one  was  not  on  there.  It  was  not  selected  because  it 
was  posted  to  the  map;  it  was  selected  because  of  the  analj^ic  chal- 
lenges that  it  posed. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  accept  the  recantation  and  fabrication, 
per  the  lie  detector  test  confirmation? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  file  does  not  contain  enough  information  for 
me  to  know  what  precise  questions  were  asked,  first  of  all.  Second- 
ly, the  file  says  that  the  man  was  confronted  all  afternoon,  and  I 
do  not  understand  that.  If  the  man  failed  a  polygraph,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand the  purpose  of  confrontation. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  if  there  is  any  explanation  of  that? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We're  puzzled  by  that,  because  it's  our  recollec- 
tion that  the  file  contains  a  complete  list  of  questions  that  were 
asked  on  all  three  tests. 

The  Chairman.  When  did  the  source  recant? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well  a  question  was  just  asked  behind  me;  what 
did  we  do  to  make  him  recant?  I  repeat,  the  reason  he  recanted 
was  I  showed  him  a  piece  of  aerial  imagery  and  pointed  out  that 
our  experts  told  us  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  sighting  that 
he  described  from  the  location  he  said  he  was  at.  Without  hesita- 
tion he  acknowledged  we  were  correct;  acknowledged  he  had  made 
up  that  part  of  his  story. 

So  it  was  during  the  polygraph  or  immediately  following  the 
polygraph  examinations  that  he  recanted.  As  I  said  earlier,  he  re- 
canted one  of  the  two  sightings. 
!  The  Chairman.  Mr.  DeStatte,  were  you  able  to  get  any  sense  of 
what  his  motivation  was  for  doing  that?  Did  he  tell  you  why  or  did 
you  ever  inquire? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  would  like  to  have  inquired,  and  as  I  recall 
I  the  polygraph  operator  was  keenly  interested  in  that.  But  our 
policy  then  was  that  we  were  not  to  challenge  the  source,  we  were 
not  to  get  into  confrontational  conversations.  We  were  simply  to — 
and  oftentimes  we  didn't  even  tell  the  person  that  he  failed  the 
polygraph  examination.  We  went  to  those  lengths  to  avoid  even  the 
appearance  of  being  confrontational. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  now  here  we  have  the  first  hearsay  report 
that  we  dealt  with.  We  have  the  second  one  that  is  not  represented 
as  a  flag  up  here.  Now  let  me  direct  your  attention  to  live  sighting 
report  1542. 

This  is — the  sighting  is  a  firsthand  sighting  in  1978  and  again  in 
1982.  The  source  was  visiting  friends  who  were  sons  of  general  offi- 
cers residing  in  a  compound  at  Ly  Nam  De  Street.  He  saw  Ameri- 
can prisoners  around  a  cistern  in  a  yard,  bathing  the  first  time  and 
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just  talking  or  sitting  the  second  time.  He  provided  a  fairly  de- 
tailed description  of  the  area  and  he  passed  two  polygraphs. 

Resolution:  determined  to  be  a  fabrication.  Your  analysts  claim 
that  the  reconstruction  of  the  site  demonstrated  that  he  couldn't 
have  seen  what  he  claimed  to  have  seen,  and  you  found  him  reti- 
cent and  uncommunicative.  Can  you  explain  to  me  how,  if  he 
passed  two  polygraphs,  where  his  testimony  fell  down?  Help  us  to 
understand  that? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir.  Again,  my  opening  statement  will  be 
heresy  I  suppose  for  some  people,  but  the  polygraph  examination — 
the  polygraph  is  an  instrument.  It's  not — it's  a  supporting  tech- 
nique. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  say  to  you  right  up  front  so  you  un- 
derstand at  least  where  the  committee  is  on  that.  The  committee,  I 
think  generically,  is  accepting  the  notion  that  a  polygraph  is  not 
dispositive.  Liars  can  pass  polygraphs  and  people  are  capable  of 
passing  polygraphs  and  not  be  telling  the  truth.  We  accept  that 
notion;  the  fact  that  he  passed  the  polygraph  is  not  dispositive.  It  is 
a  tool,  and  more  often  than  not  eliminates  somebody  who  is  lying 
rather  than  confirms  that  someone  is  telling  the  truth.  And  I  think 
that  is  our  attitude  about  it. 

The  question  is,  though,  what  other  things?  I  mean  given  that  he 
passed.  Okay,  that  does  not  eliminate  it.  What  is  it  that  makes  it 
dispositive  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay. 

The  Chairman.  Particularly,  obviously,  the  committee — what  is 
of  interest  to  the  committee  is  weighing  this  against  these  now 
multiples  of  reports,  one  hearsay,  one  firsthand.  The  guy  recants, 
but  there  is  a  similarity  to  the  time  and  place  and  location. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay.  Again,  you  did  a  better  job  on  the  explain- 
ing of  the  polygraph  than  I  could  have,  thank  you.  And  the  poly- 
graph is  the  only  thing  that  is  going  for  this  source.  All  the  evi- 
dence goes  away  from  him. 

[Chart.] 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  have  a  graphic  over  here,  and  we  have  some 
drawings.  Now  I  might  add  that  I  personally  toured  these  com- 
pounds in  June,  late  June. 

The  Chairman.  Of  this  year? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Of  this  year. 

The  Chairman.  Were  you  given  unfettered  access  to  these  com- 
pounds? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  I  was. 

The  Chairman.  And  what  kind  of  notice  prior  to  your  arrival? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think — well,  I'm  not  sure.  Our  schedule  was 
rather  hectic.  I'm  not  quite  sure  how  much  advance  notice  the 
people  in  the  compound  had  before  I  arrived  there.  But  I  held  dis- 
cussions with  personnel  at  both  23  and  25  Ly  Nam  De  Street, 
which  is  the  army  publishing  house,  which  is  the  compound  that 
Mr.  Smith  and  his  colleagues  visited  a  few  years  ago  where  the  in- 
famous cistern  is  in  existence. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  where  the  cistern  is. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  And  I  would  say  on  the  cistern — and  for 
anyone  who's  interested  I'll  be  more  than  happy  to  show  you  the 
photographs — the  cistern  is  completely  visible  to  passersby  on  the 
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street.  It's  not  concealed,  and  people  in  the  cistern  can  watch  pass- 
ersby  coming  out.  And,  again,  I  have  photographs.  And  less  there 
be  any  question  about  it,  I  think  we  also  have  it  on  videotape  for 
anyone  who  doubts  the  veracity  of  that  comment. 

And  again,  that  ties  back  into  the  neighborhood.  The  back  side  of 
that  compound  is  the  railroad  trestle.  Anyone  travelling  past  there 
on  the  railroad  looks  directly  down  into  that  compound.  Okay, 
you'll  notice  on  the — let  me  try  to  talk  you  through  this  graphic  a 
little  bit  here. 

You  see  the  covered  cistern  here.  Okay,  if  you  look  down  it  goes 
straight  down  towards  the  street.  You  can  look — there's  a  passage- 
way between  those  two  buildings,  and  you  can  look  right  straight 
through  there  and  you  can  see  passersby  on  the  street  and  people 
passing  by  on  the  street  can  look  in  through  that  passageway  and 
see  the  cistern. 

Now  there  is  a  small  privacy  wall  that  is  on  this  side  of  the  cis- 
tern, such  that  passersby  will  only  see  people  from  perhaps  the 
shoulders  up,  but  if  they're  on  the  other  side  of  the  privacy  wall. 
The  reason  for  the  privacy  wall  is  that  one  of  the  purposes  that 
that  cistern  provided  was  it  was  a  bathing  facility.  There's  a  couple 
of  changing  rooms  just  to  the  left  of  it  as  you're  looking  at  the  pho- 
tograph, on  the  left  side  of  the  little  red  box. 

There's  a  couple  of  changing  rooms  back  in  there,  and  some  of 
the  people  who  were  in  the  compound  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Smith 
and  his  colleagues  visited  were  quite  excited,  in  telling  me  the 
story  about  the  visit.  One  of  them  said  that  he  was  actually  in 
there  bathing  when  these  guys  showed  up,  and  he  was  quite  taken 
aback  by  it. 

Then  you  see  the  water  tower  and  cistern.  There's  another  cis- 
tern over  there.  This  building  to  the  immediate  right  of  that  red 
box — yes,  that  building  there — served  as  sort  of  a  mess  hall  or 
dining  facility.  From  what  I've  been  able  to  determine  talking  to 
people  who  worked  there  and  people  in  the  neighborhood,  through- 
out the  war  and  for  several  years  after  the  war,  that  dining  facility 
was  open  to  military  personnel  throughout  the  area  and  to  the 
local  residents  of  the  area. 

They  have  closed  it  as  a  dining  hall,  and  they  are  now  using  it  to 
store  publications  for  the  army  publishing  house,  and  the  dining 
hall  has  moved  across  the  street  and  down  a  couple  of  doors. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  working  in  there  now?  What  sort  of 
movement  and  activity  is  in  there  today? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay.  Today — we're  looking  at  imagery  that  was 
current  at  the  end  of  the  war.  We  tried  to  find  imagery  that  would 
be  as  close  to  the  date  of  the  claimed  sighting  as  possible,  and  also 
it  had  the  added  value  of  being  declassified  so  we  didn't  have  to  be 
concerned  about  who  we  showed  it  to. 

Again,  the  building  used  to  serve  as  a  mess  hall,  if  you'd  point  to 
that.  Okay,  the  building  that  adjoins  it  at  the  other  end,  at  the 
right  end,  that  is  gone  and  they  have  constructed  in  that  area  a 
two  story  dwelling.  It's  a  duplex  and  the  people  that  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  warehouse  for  the  army  publishing  house  now  live  in 
that  duplex.  We  had  a  chance  to  observe  them.  I  didn't  chat  with 
the  residents  of  the  duplex,  but  I  chatted  with  several  other  people 
in  the  compound. 
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The  Chairman.  You  were  freely  moving  around  in  the  com- 
pound. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  Yes,  I  was.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  even 
helped  me  to  pick  out  the  right  places  to  climb  out  on  a  railing  and 
up  on  another  cistern  in  order  to  get  good  shots  of  the  interior  of 
21. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it  that  all  of  this  does  to  help  you  draw 
the  determination  with  respect  to  this  source's  statements? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  the  free  access  to  information  about  what's 
in  the  interior  of  that  compound.  Westerners  visited  this  facility 
frequently. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  today.  That  is  today.  The  source  says  he 
saw  something  in  1978. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  1978  or  1979. 

The  Chairman.  And  in  1982,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  1982. 

The  Chairman.  So  what  is  it  that  tells  you  that  the  source  did 
not  see  what  he  tells  you  back  then. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  What  the  source  claims  to  have  seen — and  if  you 
will  bring  this  other  graphic  around  here,  please. 

[Chart.] 

Mr.  DeStatte.  This  is  what  the  compound  looked  like  at  the  time 
of  the  sightings  and  the  time  he  claimed  to  have  made  the  sight- 
ings. You  can  see  the  roof  that  is  partially  colored  in  red.  He 
claimed  to  have  made  the  sighting  from  the  balcony  at  this  end  of 
that  particular  building.  He  claimed  that  looking  north  towards 
the  blue-shaded  building,  that  he  saw  a  large  prison  which  is  de- 
picted in  these  two  drawings  over  here. 

[Chart.] 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Guard  towers,  barbed  wire,  searchlights,  high  ma- 
sonry walls.  Those  things  simply  did  not  exist. 

The  Chairman.  Had  he  described  those  things? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  He  described  those  in  great  detail,  point  by  point. 
This  is  not  something  that  is  subject  to  some  slight  misunderstand- 
ing of  what  he  saw.  You  either  have  guard  towers  with  search- 
lights and  barbed  wire  around  them,  or  you  don't. 

In  fact,  what  he  could  have  seen  is  depicted  in  this  drawing  here 
in  the  center.  Yes,  in  that  drawing  right  there.  Now,  you'll  see  this 
little  porch  at  the  end  of  the  building  in  the  foreground.  Now  move 
over — right  there,  that  little  porch.  I  climbed  up  on  there;  took 
some  photographs  in  both  directions  from  there.  This  balcony  no 
longer  exists.  It's  all  bricked  in  to  extend  the  quarters  that  are  in 
there.  In  fact,  it's  used  as  housing  for  military  officers,  then  and 
now. 

I  spoke  to  some  of  the  people  who  work  in  number  25  Ly  Nam 
De  Street,  and  they  claim  that  some  of  their  staff  in  fact  do  live  in 
that  compound.  Again,  here  I  was  talking  with  lawyers.  It's  a  mili- 
tary court,  the  officers  for  the  military  supreme  court  in  number 
25  Ly  Nam  De  Street.  But  my  observations  confirm  what  our  im- 
agery people  provided  here  in  this  artist's  sketch.  This  is  what  he 
could  have  seen;  this  is  what  he  described  he  saw.  The  prison  fea- 
tures he  described  simply  did  not  exist. 

And  as  I  pointed  out  before,  the  local  residents  had  complete 
freedom  of  movement  in  and  around  that  area.  Any  Americans 
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who  had  been  held  there  would  have  been  common  knowledge  for 
the  entire  neighborhood.  And  I  am  confident  that  with  the  number 
of  times  that  I  was  down  there,  the  number  of  people  that  I  spoke 
to  and  as  often  as  I  did  so,  if  there  had  been  any  truth  to  the  story, 
we  would  have  found  that  also. 

Also,  I  point  out  that  at  the  time  we  were  investigating  this  par- 
ticular case,  we  made  an  effort  to  find  people  here  in  the  States 
and  elsewhere  who  were  residents  of  that  general  area  and  we 
interviewed  them.  And  we  were  receiving  the  same  stories  then  as 
I  was  getting  when  I  was  in  Hanoi  more  recently. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  people  did  you  interview  here  in  this 
country? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  recall  offhand,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Approximately? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Mr.  Sydow  informs  me  it  was  14. 

The  Chairman.  14  people. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Who  had  lived  in  that  vicinity  about  that  time. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  And  they  all  denied  it. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Not  only  that,  but  several  of  them  claimed  that  as 
kids  they  used  to  go  up  and  down  that  railway  there  looking  for 
American  POW's.  The  only  place  they  had  them  was  number  17, 
during  the  war. 

!      The  Chairman.  Okay.  Let  me  let  my  colleagues  get  in  on  this. 

There  are  some  further  live  sightings  that  apply  to  Hanoi,  but  I 
I  want  to  spread  this  around. 

Senator  Smith.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  You  covered  so  many 
things  there,  Mr.  DeStatte  and  Mr.  Sydow,  that  I  do  not  really 
j  know  where  to  begin.  Let  me  start  this  way. 

First  of  all,  you  said  that  you  had  unfettered  access  to  the  area, 
correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  Did  you  get  inside  The  Citadel? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well  what  do  you  call  The  Citadel?  If  you're  refer- 
ring to  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense  Headquarters? 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  referring  to  the  area  that  I  asked  to  have 
the  overhead  sent  up  here  so  that  I  could  explain  it,  which  you  did 
not  provide  me.  The  document  in  which  you  had  the  overhead — 
could  someone  please  put  the  picture  up  there  of  Ly  Nam  De  Street 
again.  And  I  am  going  to  challenge  you  on  a  few  things.  Not  to  be 
hostile,  but  just  to  point  out  how  misleading  information  can  be. 

First  of  all,  that  is  not  The  Citadel  underneath  the  term  Ly  Nam 
De  Street,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  POW  camp  at  number  17,  Ly  Nam  De  Street 
was  dubbed  The  Citadel  by  POW's  who  lived  there. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  just  asking — 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Now  some  people  refer  to  the  Ministry  of  Nation- 
al Defense  Headquarters  area,  which  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  and  covers  a  rather  large  area,  as  The  Citadel.  That's  a  term 
of  convenience  that  means  nothing  to  me. 
e        Senator  Smith.  Did  you  go  in  there,  that  area  from  the  other  side 
5     of  Ly  Nam  De  Street?  Unfortunately,  I  do  not  have  the  chart  here 
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that  I  wanted.  The  other  side  of  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  which  proceeds 
about  half  a  kilometer — 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  area  you  get  into  only  with  an  escort. 

Senator  Smith.  So  you  did  not  have  unfettered  access  in  that 
area.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  fear  there  is  a  danger  you  may  be  putting  words 
in  my  mouth;  so  to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  I  wish  to  state  I 
did  not,  I  am  not,  and  I  will  not  say  that  I  had  unfettered  access  to 
the  Ministry  of  National  Defense  Headquarters  area.  I  had  unfet- 
tered access  to  Ly  Nam  De  Street  and  adjoining  areas  outside  of 
the  Ministry  of  National  Defense  Headquarters. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  talking  about  an  area  that — if  you  were  to 
go  on  the  other  side  of  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  as  you  were  showing 
there,  an  area  somewhat  rectangular,  approximately  half  a  kilome- 
ter on  either  side  with  a  wall  around  it  that  goes  all  the  way  over 
to  the  mausoleum  and  the  war  museum.  The  area  inside  of  that 
area;  all  those  sightings  that  you  refer  to  which  are  outside  of  what 
I  am  calling  The  Citadel,  that  area  from  Ly  Nam  De  Street  over  to 
the  mausoleum  and  to  the  war  museum — not  counting  the  mauso- 
leum or  the  war  museum,  which  I  have  been  in  both  and  you  have 
too. 

What  about  the  area  between?  Have  you  been  inside  that  area 
and  walked  around  with  unfettered  access  inside  the  area  that  I 
have  just  described? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  I  have  not.  I  have  been  able  to  walk  around 
the  perimeter  of  it  and  view  large  segments  of  it  from  the  outside. 
By  the  way,  I've  also  chatted  with  the  guards  at  the  gate. 

Senator  Smith.  For  the  purpose  of  the  record,  the  area  that  we 
are  talking  about  is  the  area  inside  The  Citadel.  This  is  the  area  of 
what  we  call  The  Citadel.  This  is  the  area  of  the  cluster  that  we 
are  talking  about  here;  not  the  area  outside  The  Citadel,  not  Ly 
Nam  De  Street,  not  the  cistern  where  I  was  and  where  others  who 
have  visited  there  have  been,  although  that  is  in  the  general  vicini- 
ty and  there  have  been  sightings  there  which  you  correctly  identi- 
fied. That  is  not  the  area  that  I  am  focusing  on. 

What  I  am  trying  to  establish — as  I  pick  up  on  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  Senator  Kerry  asked,  what  I  am  trying  to  establish — we 
are  now  into,  again,  source  analysis,  which  you  have  done  for  a 
number  of  years.  I  do  not  have  the  facts  

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  I  could  make  a  point  here.  Yes,  it's  correct  we 
are  talking  about  source  analysis.  The  sources  that  we  were  ad- 
dressing a  moment  ago  were  all  sources  who  described  sightings 
outside  The  Citadel. 

Senator  Smith.  Outside  The  Citadel,  right.  And  that  is  what  I 
wanted  to  establish.  Correct,  outside  of  The  Citadel.  Now  what  I 
am  trying  to  establish  now  is  to  take  those  sources,  those  sources 
that  you  have  analyzed  inside  The  Citadel.  Not  the  ones  outside, 
but  inside  that  area  we  call  The  Citadel.  And  we  are  also  saying — I 
am  not  saying  anything,  I  am  saying  what  the  reports,  what  the 
sources  are  saying  are  that  this  is  not  something  in  The  Citadel,  it 
is  under  The  Citadel. 

Now  let  me  just  indicate  to  you  the  difficulty  that  we  have  as  we 
try  to  establish  whether  or  not  there  is  such  a  facility  under  that 
area  known  as  The  Citadel,  which  is  the  focus  of  our  cluster  analy- 


91 


sis  on  this  particular  point.  In  a  response  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Co- 
dinha's,  Mr.  Sydow,  in — I  do  not  have  the  date  here,  but  it  was 
when  you  gave  your  deposition. 

You  said  we  do  not — 5633,  which  is  sighting,  a  source  who  de- 
scribes an  underground  tomb  and  tunnel  system  which  leads  up  to 
or  incorporates  an  underground  prison  facility  underneath  the  Ho 
Chi  Minh  Mausoleum.  Your  quote:  We  don't  fmd  the  corroborating 
of  this  kind  of  reporting  of  an  underground  prison  to  be  sufficient 
to  find  this  report  credible.  Do  you  stand  by  that  statement? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  stand  by  that  statement. 

Senator  Smith.  All  right.  Now  let  me  now — and  I  would  ask  you 
to  respond  to  this.  Source  number  5633,  which  these  are  all  sources 
that  you  have  all  of  these — I  am  not  referencing  any  documents 
that  we  did  not  ask  you  to  bring.  Source  5633  is  an  ethnic  Chinese 
fisherman,  et  cetera.  He  was  an  acquaintance  of  a  PAVN  captain 
who  told  him  a  small  number  of  American  pilots  had  been  moved 
to  Hanoi. 

I  am  not  interested  in  this  particular — I  am  very  interested  in 
this,  but  in  this  particular  case  I  am  not  focusing  on  what  he  said 
about  American  prisoners.  What  I  am  focusing  on  is  what  he  said 
about  a  prison.  And  he  said,  quote:  The  captain  said  the  entrance 
to  the  prison  was  inside  a  residential  dwelling  next  to  Ho  Chi 
Minh's  Mausoleum.  The  captain  said  there  were  three  echelons  of 
security  guards  around  the  underground  prison,  and  only  field 
grade  officers  were  allowed. 

So  there  is  one  sighting,  a  source — one  source  response  to  a  pris- 
oner. Number  two,  this  is  another  source,  1101  for  your  reference. 
The  father  told  his  wife  that  over  50  American  POW's  at  The  Cita- 
del were  being  moved  that  evening  into  an  underground  facility 
there  because  a  U.S.  delegation  in  Hanoi  at  the  time  was  scheduled 
to  visit  the  Citadel  area  the  following  day.  He  adamantly  stated 
that  the  time  frame  was  July  and  the  record  does  show  that  there 
was  a  U.S.  delegation — it  was,  I  believe,  a  press  delegation  or  some- 
thing, they  were  there. 

Second,  again  referring  to  a  prison.  The  third  one — the  date  was 
July/ August  1980.  Source  8682,  on  the  morning  of  September  12, 
1984,  the  source  and  the  other  Lao  and  Vietnamese  officials  left  a 
Hanoi  central  party  committee  office.  They  drove  for  about  15  min- 
utes— that  is  the  source  speaking — with  their  eyes  covered  and 
then  they  entered  an  underground  prison  where  their  blindfolds 
were  removed.  The  source  estimated  the  prison  size  was  about  100 
meters  by  100  meters. 

Number  four,  7591.  This  source  stated  there  was  an  underground 
detention  facility  adjacent  to  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb  which  was  hold- 
ing American  prisoners  of  war.  The  facility,  according  to  the  army 
officer,  was  constructed  in  1970  as  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum 
was  being  constructed;  Ho  Chi  Minh  died  in  1969.  The  civilian  con- 
struction workers  who  built  the  facility  had  to  undergo  extensive 
background  checks.  He  described  the  security  at  the  tomb  as  being 
very  tight. 

And  then — and  I  will  ask  you  to  respond,  give  you  an  opportuni- 
ty to  respond  to  that,  Gary.  Just  one — let  me  just  finish  one  more 
point,  and  then  we  will  do  that.  Later  on  in  the  same  deposition 
with  Mr.  Codinha  he  asked  you  about  an  analysis  of  this  tomb. 
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whether  we  had  done  any  analysis  of  the  tomb  area,  the  question 
was  along  those  lines. 

And  you  said:  No,  we  haven't.  I  must  say  that  when  I  visited  Ho 
Chi  Minh's  Tomb,  I  didn't  see  any  signs  of  an  underground  system. 
Well  I  also  visited  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb,  and  you  are  aware  of  the 
45  degree  angle  where  the  coffin  or  the  body  rests,  there  is  a  45 
degree  angle  with  doors  that  go  down  into  an  area  underground  at 
the  end  of  that  tomb.  You  are  aware  of  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  tomb  is  raised  above  the  ground  level.  When  you 
go  down  to  see  the  tomb,  you  are  actually  still  above  ground. 

Senator  Smith.  But  there  are  doors  that  are  leading  somewhere 
off  that. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Right.  You  walk  up  a  ramp,  and  then  you  descend  to 
the  remains. 

Senator  Smith.  So  anyway,  what  I  am  trying  to  establish  here  is 
when  you  say  there  is  no  corroborating  reporting,  and  I  cited,  I 
think,  four  of  five,  how  can  you  say  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  can  say  it  in  two  ways.  First,  the  reports  that  you 
have  cited  mix  several  locations.  1101  deals  with  the  17  Ly  Nam  De 
area  called  The  Citadel.  As  Mr.  DeStatte  pointed  out,  there's  a  con- 
fusion in  terms  here.  So  let's  take  away  1101. 

I  would  say,  looking  at  this  issue  in  general,  that  there  are  only 
a  handful  of  reports  which  mention,  in  one  instance,  an  under- 
ground facility,  or  in  the  other  instance  the  mausoleum.  When  you 
compare  our  knowledge  of  a  time  period  when  an  American  was 
active  in  Vietnam,  Robert  Garwood,  and  you  have  280  firsthand  re- 
ports and  you  have  120  hearsay  reports  all  going  to  this  one  indi- 
vidual. When  you  have  less  than  a  significant  level  of  reporting, 
just  a  handful,  that  does  not  corroborate. 

Each  of  these  five  reports  refers  to  a  different  location,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum,  which  is  a  hallmark 
point  in  that  MND  area. 

Third  point,  we  have  talked  to  individuals  when  we  were  denied 
that  area  who  knew  the  area  well  and  travelled  throughout  it. 

If  we  could  look  at  the  map  again,  you  will  see  that  the  city  of 
Hanoi  has  a  very  high  water  level.  Anyone  who  has  been  in  Hanoi 
after  a  half-day's  rain  will  find  the  water  level  covering  the  streets. 
To  propose  that  there  might  be  an  underground  facility  in  Hanoi, 
means  to  propose  that  you  have  to  have  a  water  evacuation  system 
that  would  entail  a  great  deal  of  construction;  certainly  something 
that  we  would  have  been  aware  of  with  the  coverage  that  we  had 
of  that  area.  I  don't  consider  this  report  plausible. 

The  Chairman.  Just  for  the  sake  of  the  analysis,  why  do  you  not 
go  up  to  the  map  and  point  out  the  environment  of  Hanoi  and  the 
water  and  where  the  museum  and  the  Ly  Nam  De  Street  falls  with 
respect  to  that.  It  is  the  red  river  over  there  on  the  right. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  while  he  is  doing  that,  I  will  cer- 
tainly, in  the  interests  of  time,  accept  the  premise  that  the  water 
table  is  high  in  Hanoi.  The  water  table  is  high  under  the  Pentagon, 
is  it  not?  Is  it  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  don't  know,  Senator,  I  don't  know. 

Senator  Smith.  You  do  not  know.  Well,  I  know. 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  what  is  generally  referred  to  as  The  Citadel 
area,  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum  is  here.  This  is,  in  fact,  a  public 
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area.  The  Citadel  is  closed  to  access  to  civilians  along  one  of  these 
roads.  This  is  the  Ly  Nam  De  area  that  we're  discussing.  The  POW 
camp  called  The  Citadel  was  at  17  Ly  Nam  De. 

The  report,  1542  report,  was  actually  at  23-25  Ly  Nam  De  here. 
Several  of  your  reports  talk  about  an  underground  facility  here  or 
here  or  here. 

[Indicating.] 

Mr.  Sydow.  It  may  sound,  to  the  distant  observer,  as  though 
they're  talking  about  the  same  area.  We,  in  fact,  know  that  not  to 
be  the  case. 

Senator  Smith.  I  understand  that.  Again,  all  I  am  trying  to  do  is 
make  some  determination  as  to  the  method  of  analysis  here.  I  have 
not  been  in  The  Citadel.  I  have  not  been  down  to  see  a  tomb  or  an 
underground  prison  facility,  obviously.  And  neither  have  you,  ap- 
parently. 

So  what  we  are  getting  at  here  is — what  I  am  trying  to  establish 
is  that  everybody  understands  that  if,  in  fact,  there  is  an  under- 
ground prison  facility  under  that  Citadel,  that  there  is  credibility — 
more  credibility  given  to  those  individuals  who  said  there  were. 
That  is  all  I  am  saying.  And  I  think  it  is  misleading  to  state  in  a 
deposition  that  there  is  no  corroborating  reporting  that  is  credible 
on  an  underground  facility. 

Now  let  me  just  also  say  that  we  have  checked  

The  Chairman.  May  I  have  a  response  to  that?  I  just  want  to 
hear  if  there  is  a  response. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Mr.  DeStatte  described  a  number  of  sources  who 
have  come  to  us  to  describe  their  view  of  this  same  area.  We  have 
dealt  with  these  kinds  of  sources  over  the  years.  They  set  up  the 
level  of  refutation.  They  tell  us  there  are  no  POW's  in  the  area; 
there  are  no  facilities  in  the  area  that  hold  POW's.  When  you  have 
three  or  four  or  a  handful  of  reports  that  contradict  that,  they 
have  to  be  convincing  enough,  credible  enough,  to  go  through  this 
threshold  of  refutation.  This  is  not  a  significant  level  of  reporting. 

Senator  Smith.  Well  it  may  be,  it  may  not  be.  But  I  do  not  think 
it  is  significant  to  talk  to  shopkeepers  outside  of  The  Citadel  com- 
pound or  kids  on  the  street  while  you  are  riding  your  bicycle,  and 
ask  them  whether  or  not  there  is  a  prison  underground  or  under- 
neath The  Citadel.  So  I  do  not  think  that  is  credible  either. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  the  stories  that  you're  citing  were,  in  fact,  true, 
one  of  the  criteria  for  truth  should  be  that  we  could  replicate  it. 
We  should  be  able  to  replicate  those  sightings  in  some  way. 

Now  we've  talked  to  residents  in  the  area  personally.  There  have 
been  many  people  who  have  come  out  of  Vietnam  who — we're  not 
riding  our  bicycle  down  the  street  to  talk  to  folks  who  are  in  New 
York  or  California  or  San  Francisco.  Also,  some  of  these  people 
who  come  out  of  Vietnam  have  been  former  government  or  mili- 
tary officials  who  have  been  more  than  happy  to  talk  to  us. 

I  think  that  the  level  of  refutation  of  these  stories  is  quite  high. 
Now,  if  some  choose  to  believe  two  or  three  unsubstantiated 
sources  as  corroborating  each  other,  then  so  be  it.  Or  as  your  staff- 
er just  pointed  out,  seven.  I  would  challenge  the  accuracy  of  that, 
but  in  any  event  we  can  find  no  evidence  that  will  sustain  the 
belief  that  there's  an  underground  prison  in  Hanoi.  We'll  continue 
to  look. 
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Senator  Smith.  Let  me  focus  on  that.  That  is  fair  enough.  I  am 
challenging  you  because  I  think  we  owe  it  to  the  American  people 
and  to  the  families  to  challenge  your  analysis  here.  And  that  is 
why  I  am  doing  it;  not  to  be  hostile,  but  just  to  challenge  it.  Let  me 
challenge  it  just  a  little  more. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  serve  the  same  people;  let's  not  forget  that. 

Senator  Smith.  Pardon  me? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  serve  the  same  people. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  interrupt  here  to  say  that  we  should  all 
serve  our  hunger  now  and  take  a  break,  which  we  will  do  for  

Senator  Smith.  Well  as  long  as  I  can  pick  back  up  on  the  ques- 
tioning, Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Absolutely. 

Senator  Smith.  Because  I  am  right  in  the  middle  of  something 
here,  and  I  would  have  liked  to  have  finished  the  point.  Let  me  just 
say  this  

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  want  to  cut  you  off. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  finish  the  point  here,  and  then  I  would 
like  to  pick  up  when  I  come  back.  Some  of  your  counterparts  in 
CIA  reference  a  prison,  now.  Again,  what  I  am  trying  to  get  at  here 
is  whether  or  not  there  is  a  prison  underneath  the  facility  known 
as  The  Citadel.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  establish  in  this  line  of 
questioning. 

I  am  not  going  to  establish  it  because  we  do  not  know,  but  in 
terms  of  analysis  some  of  your  counterparts  at  CIA  say  they  dis- 
pute some  of  what  you  have  said  in  terms  of  the  analysis,  and  they 
have  told  us  that.  They  have  told  us  that  there  are  underground 
structures  in  Hanoi.  That  they  are  old,  and  some  of  the  old  aerial 
photography  that  we  have  does,  in  fact,  show  entries  to  under- 
ground bunkers  in  what  is  now  The  Citadel. 

Now  where  those  lead  and  what  they  lead  to,  we  do  not  know. 
But  when  we  come  back,  I  want  to  get  on  that  and  I  want  to  ask 
you  some  specific  questions  as  to  what  you  have  done  to  establish 
whether  or  not  there  is  or  is  not  a  facility  underground. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  addressed  that  a  few  moments  ago.  And, 
again,  you  mentioned  The  Citadel.  In  this  case  I  presume  that 
you're  discussing — you're  referring  to  the  POW  camp  at  number  17 
Ly  Nam  De  Street,  which  is  also  known  as  The  Citadel.  And  I  fur- 
ther assume  that  you're  referring  to  the  underground  structure 
that  was  in  the  center  of  that  compound. 

And  as  I  pointed  out  earlier,  that  underground  structure  is  a 
bomb  shelter  and  it  needs  to  be  only  deep  enough — and  it  had  a 
domed  roof  on  it,  and  it  needs  only  be  deep  enough  that  people  can 
crouch  in  there  for  safety  during  an  air  raid.  That  is  not  an  under- 
ground facility  in  the  sense  of  a  facility  capable  of  holding  Ameri- 
can prisoners. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  clarify  a  point  that  happened  back  a 
while  ago,  before  we  leave,  Mr.  Chairman.  In  response  to  the  Navy 
lieutenant's  question  over  here,  I  forget  the  gentleman's  name,  but 
in  terms  of — I  challenged  him  on  the  cluster  of  Dak  Chung.  The 
reason  I  did  that  was  because  there  were  two  groupings  in  the 
same  cluster  of  sightings.  One  was  Ban  Kadon,  if  I  pronounce  it 
correctly,  and  Dak  Chung  together,  not  just  Dak  Chung,  number 
one. 


95 


And  number  two,  apparently  information  was  sent  over  by  the 
committee  staff  to  the  DIA  which  was  not  briefed  to  the  Senate,  to 
the  Senators,  and  nor  was  it  intended  to  be  classified  as  a  cluster. 
You  did  receive  it  however,  and  therefore  when  your  man  said  that 
there  was  a  cluster,  he  was  half  correct  in  the  sense  that  part  of 
that  was  in  there  and  that  you  did  receive  that  information.  But 
that  was  not  part  of  the  briefing  today,  nor  was  it  ever  briefed  to 
the  Senators,  nor  was  it  ever  analyzed  as  a  cluster.  So  I  just 
wanted  to  clarify  that  point. 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  at  the  last  meeting  we  talked  about  Ban  Kadon 
and  the  source  that  had  come  out  of  there  who  said  that  he  had  not 
seen  live  American  POW's.  And  we  agreed,  based  on  all  the  report- 
ing that  had  come  out  of  there,  that  that  was  a  cluster  of  one  at 
Ban  Kadon.  We  did  discuss  that. 

Senator  Smith.  It  is  not  a  cluster  that  we  are  going  to  talk  about 
today.  It  is  not  on  the  list  of  clusters  today.  It  is  not  one  that  we 
are  doing  today. 
Mr.  Gray.  Not  of  the  four,  exactly. 
Senator  Smith.  Right. 

Mr.  Gray.  But  you  are  saying  it's  part  of  the  Dak  Chung  cluster. 
Senator  Smith.  But  what  I  am  saying  is  our  people  have  not  ana- 
lyzed that  cluster  as  a  cluster. 

Mr.  Gray.  We  discussed  that  last  time,  though,  as  to  why  that 
was  a  cluster  itself,  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me — so  far  this  underscores  the  complexity 
of  these  particular  reports.  I  mean  what  you  have  here  is  some- 
thing being  referred  to  as  The  Citadel,  but  you  also  have  evidence 
here  that  it  is  three  to  four  different  locations  and  you  also  have 
different  quality,  obviously,  with  respect  to  the  particular  reporting 
in  each  case,  one  of  which  there  is  a  recantation,  another  of  which 
for  other  reasons  is  discerned  to  be  of  questionable  credibility. 

Measured  also  against  a  large  set  of  criteria  which  have  applied 
by  DIA,  for  instance  measuring  a  whole  host  of  other  people  talked 
to  and  the  sort  of  conglomerate  of  all  of  those  other  people  and 
other  circumstances,  measured  against  the  handful  of  live  sighting 
reports,  all  of  which — caution  does  not  mean  that  one  of  those  re- 
ports does  not,  in  and  of  itself,  carry  some  weight. 

I  mean  one  of  the — I  gather  the  person  that  I  just  referred  to  in 
1054  is  now  the  publisher  of  kids'  cultural  items  in  England.  Is  that 
accurate?  He  is  also  the  publisher  of  a  magazine  in  England  and  he 
never  asked  for  a  reward,  correct? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  no. 
The  Chairman.  So  what  do  you  think  his  motive  was  in  passing 
on  what  he  saw? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  would  prefer  to  refrain  from  speculating  on  that 
at  this  point.  I  think  there  were  some  comments  that  might  have 
been  made  for  the  record,  but  they  may  still  be  classified. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  would  you  check  that  between  now  and  our 
reconvening  after  lunch.  And  then  we  would  like  to  pick  up.  There 
are  a  number  of  questions,  further,  obviously,  on  Hanoi.  And  then 
we  have  tomorrow  for  still  further  examination  on  these. 

But  I  also  want  to  announce  that  the  live  sighting  reports  that 
the  committee  is  examining  both  today  and  tomorrow  are  available 
in  this  building,  Hart  Building  705.  And  they  are  on  a  first  come, 
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first  served  basis,  and  then  they  will  be  made  part  of  the  hearing 
record,  so  they  will  be  available  to  the  public,  obviously. 

We  will  reconvene  at  the  hour  of  2:15  p.m.  to  pursue  this  issue. 
We  stand  adjourned  until  then. 

[Whereupon,  at  1:04  p.m.,  the  hearing  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at 
2:15  p.m.,  this  same  day.] 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  come  to  order  please.  Thank 
you  very  much.  Gentlemen,  let  me  just  remind  you  that  you  all 
have  been  sworn  and  you  continue  under  oath  from  this  morning's 
session.  We  need  to  move  through  the  Hanoi  Citadel  cluster,  and 
two  other  clusters  if  we  can  today.  Maybe  at  least  IV2,  hopefully 
two  others,  reserving  for  tomorrow  another  cluster  plus  an  exami- 
nation of  DIA  current  procedures  and  approaches,  and  an  analysis 
of  the  1980's-1992  live  sighting  reports.  The  most  recent  ones,  in 
other  words,  which  is  what  we  want  to  look  at  in  order  to  make 
some  assessments  about  current  evidence. 

Let  me  just  try,  if  we  can,  to  pick  up  the  pace  of  questioning  a 
little  bit.  But  I  would  like  to  begin  by  going  back  where  we  are  at 
the  Citadel.  It  is  my  information  that  we  may  be  talking  about  two 
different  places  and  I  want  to  try  and  pin  this  down.  Mr. 
McCreary,  let  me  just  ask  you,  you  were  referencing  one  of  the  re- 
ports. Do  you  know  which  one  that  is? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  1542. 

The  Chairman.  All  right,  1542.  At  what  page? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  don't  think  I  have  a  page  number. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  1542,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  1542.  Can  you  point  the  language  out  to 
me  that  you  were  concerned  about? 
Mr.  McCreary.  In  the  cable  that's  attached,  the  telegrams. 
The  Chairman.  Right. 

Mr.  McCreary.  You  should  be  back  about  three  pages  behind  the 
summary. 
The  Chairman.  Okay,  what  page? 

Mr.  McCreary.  It's  a  cable  from  U.S.  DAO,  Bangkok,  dated  16 
April  1983,  and  it's  the  second  page  of  the  cable,  the  first  column.  I 
can  show  it  to  you  here  if  you  like,  Senator. 

The  Chairman.  The  housing  compound  consisted  of  eight  build- 
ings situated  in  two  rows  of  four  each;  the  two  outside  buildings 
near  the  wall  which  ran  along  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  the  two  inner- 
most buildings  next  to  the  small  subcompound. 

Now,  what  you  have  debriefed  us  on  here  may,  in  fact,  be  a  total- 
ly different  place  from  that  which  is  referred  to.  Is  that  possible? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir,  that's  not  possible.  What  is  the  case  is 
that  either  the  way  in  which  this  source  described  the  housing  area 
or  the  way  in  which  it  was  translated  to  the  original  debriefer 
made  it  appear  to  be  a  compound  with  several  buildings  in  it.  In 
fact,  it's  the  compound  that  we  have  here  that  says  apartment 
buildings.  There's  absolutely  no  question  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  Do  you  have  any  question  on  that? 
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Mr.  McCreary.  I  don't  know  how  you  would  make  a  determina- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  explain  to  us  how  you  make  that  deter- 
mination? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay.  I  don't  have  the  file  in  front  of  me  right 
now,  but  this  fellow  gave  great  detailed  description  of  the  location 
and,  as  I  recall,  one  of  the  details  was  that  it  was  housing  for — 
family  housing  for  military  officers.  That's  the  only  compound  in 
the  area  that  fits  that  description. 

Also,  it  happened  to  be  the  compound  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  offices  for  the  military  court,  senior  military  court  and,  in  fact, 
this  is  immediately  adjacent  to  the  offices  for  the  senior  military 
court  and  there's  absolutely  no  other  address  anywhere  in  Viet- 
nam, let  alone  Hanoi,  that  matches  that  description.  And  if  Mr. 
McCreary  would  like  to  spend  some  time  later,  I  will  be  happy  to 
take  him  through  that  evidence. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  any  other  questions? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  we  just  looked  at  the  file  and  the  informa- 
tion that  has  been  provided  to  us  doesn't  contain  those  details,  nor 
does  it  contain  detailed  descriptions  of  barbed  wire  and  fences.  The 
file  that  we  have  does  not  contain  that. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  do  you  have  the  file  here,  because  this  is 
one  of  the  files  that  you  were  supposed  to  be  prepared  to  debrief 
on. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  we  have  the  same  version  that  you  have. 
Please  give  me  a  moment. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  am  reading  from  the  refugee  report 
where  it  says:  The  housing  compound  consisted  of  eight  buildings 
situated  in  two  rows  of  four  each.  Now  what  you  are  showing  me 
there,  I  do  not  see  eight  buildings  in  two  rows  of  four  each. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  you're — it's  two  buildings  and  each  of  these 
buildings  has  two  floors,  and  each  of  the  floors  has  several  apart- 
ments in  there. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  why  is  there  a  difference? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  difference  is  linguistic  rather  than  factual 
and  I  think — I  think  that  the  problem  arose  in  translating  when 
the  original  report  was  made  in  Hong  Kong. 

The  Chairman.  What  you  are  saying  to  us,  Mr.  DeStatte,  is  there 
is  no  other  possible  building  that  this  could  be? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Absolutely  not,  positively  without  question. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  Senator  Smith. 

Senator  Smith.  I  know  we  need  to  move  on  to  the  other  clusters. 
But  I  want  to  follow  up  on  Hanoi  a  bit  here.  Just  in  the  way  of 
summary  on  what  we  are  talking  about  in  terms  of  the  cluster — in 
terms  of  the  analysis,  excuse  me,  on  the  area  known  as  the  Citadel. 
I  think  you  would  agree  with  me  that  you  have  done  a  tremendous 
amount  of  source  analysis  on  a  number  of  reports  that  are  in  or 
around  that  facility. 

We  took  those  reports,  not  determining  whether  or  not — not 
using  your  determination  of  fabrication,  but  just  simply  plotting 
them  on  the  basis  of  the  content  in  them  where  they  said  they 
were.  Would  you  agree  with  me  that  if  we  could  get  into  the  Cita- 
del and  have  total  access  to  the  Citadel,  and  we  could  look  at  every 
building  or  possible  building  or  opening  in  the  ground  or  anything 
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in  there  that  may  lead  to  an  underground  facility,  if  we  could  ex- 
amine that  unfettered,  would  you  agree  with  me  that  we  could  re- 
solve at  least  this  portion  of  the  live  sighting  reports  that  we  have? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  I  agree. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  agree  too  and  I  think  it  would  basically 
give  us  some — it  would  essentially  look  at  your  analysis,  it  would 
look  at  ours  and  if  we  were  both  wrong  or  both  right,  or  in  this 
case,  if  we  were  both  wrong  then  that  would  rule  that  out  and  that 
would  be  over  with.  The  question  is  have  we  asked  the  Vietnamese 
for  access  to  that  facility? 

Mr.  Sydow.  As  a  demonstration  of  your  thesis,  one  case  that  was 
mentioned  here  this  morning,  8621,  has  been  visited  by  the  live 
sighting  investigator  as  of  yesterday.  Colonel  Cole  may  be  able  to 
elucidate  on  that  when  he  talks  tomorrow. 

Senator  Smith.  Visited  the  individual  or  visited  the  site? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Visited  the  site. 

Senator  Smith.  Inside? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  don't  have  the  details.  They  were  investigating  the 
case  at  issue  earlier  this  morning. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  just  make  a  couple  more  points  on  this.  I 
would  just  say  in  terms,  again,  of  an  overview  comment,  it's  hard 
to  follow  for  those  who  are  not  perhaps  immersed  in  this  stuff 
when  we  talk  about  one  location  as  we  have  up  there,  versus  an- 
other location,  two  entirely  different  locations,  although  there  are 
reports  in  both  locations,  you  are  correct. 

But  there  are  seven  reports  that  talk  about  an  underground  fa- 
cility in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  tomb  and  the  Citadel  west 
of  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  that  being  the  facility  you  have  there  is  east 
and  if  you  look  at  the  top  of  that  map  which  says  Ly  Nam  De 
Street,  it  would  be  the  west. 

I  think  I  am  correct  on  my  directions  on  the  map  because  I  do 
not  have  the  other  map,  but  if  that  were  the  case  then,  then  there 
are  six  sources  or  six  reports  that  I  understand — now  correct  me  if 
I  am  wrong,  because  my  information  is  that  there  are  six  of  these 
reports  out  of  the  seven  that  are  either  unresolved,  this  is  by  your 
analysis,  unresolved,  under  analysis,  or  have  received  no  analysis. 
And  one  of  them,  the  seventh  one  was,  in  fact,  determined  to  be  a 
fabrication. 

Now  let  me  just  quickly  state  those  sources,  those  six  sources. 
Number  7591,  the  Vietnamese  officer  who  described  the  source  in- 
formation about  the  construction  of  a  detention  facility  which  was 
adjacent  to  Ho  Chi  Minh's  tomb.  Number  10675,  describes  a  former 
lieutenant  in  the  ministry  of  the  interior  who  describes  through  a 
source,  the  existence  a  detention  facility  for  POW's  in  the  tomb. 

Number  8621,  the  one  just  referred  to,  involves  a  doctor  who  was 
treating  a  PAVN  general  and  he  claims  to  have  seen  four  POW's 
and  was  told  by  the  general's  son  that  there  were  at  least  30  in  an 
underground  facility  at  the  Citadel.  And  5633  involves  a  Vietnam- 
ese police  captain  who  tells  a  source  about  a  secret  underground 
facility  next  to  Ho  Chi  Minh's  mausoleum  that  is  holding  Ameri- 
can POW's.  Number  1101  involves  the  son  of  a  PAVN  colonel  tell- 
ing a  source  that  50  American  POW's  were  being  moved  to  an  un- 
derground facility  at  the  Citadel. 
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Number  4989,  the  last  one,  involves  a  foreign  diplomat  who 
passed  information  about  200  American  POW's  in  an  underground 
facility.  The  common  thread  that  I  am  weaving  here  is  not  the 
POW's  they  saw,  but  the  fact  that  they  saw  a  facility,  and  you  have 
not — or  said  they  saw  an  underground  facility,  and  all  I  am  getting 
at  is,  it  just  seems  to  me  if  that  kind  of  data  comes  up  that  we 
ought  to  investigate  it  and  what  you  have  said  and  what  Mr.  DeS- 
tatte  said,  I  believe,  that  we  have  looked  at  this  on  the  basis  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  swampy  or  wet  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  build — an 
underground  facility  could  not  be  constructed  there. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  I  think  that's  taking  it  a  little  further 
than  what  I  stated.  What  I  said  was,  the  informal  inquiries  that 
I've  made  with  people  in  Hanoi,  including  one  French  engineer, 
construction  engineer,  lead  me  to  believe  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
build  an  underground  facility  of  the  nature  that  you've  described.  I 
have  also  noted  that  I  am  not  an  engineer  and  that  I  don't  have 
definitive  evidence  of  that.  That's  something  that  could  be  ac- 
quired, however. 

Senator  Smith.  I  will  accept  that.  Let  us  just  take  it  one  step 
beyond.  Let  me  go  back  to  the  question  that  Mr.  Sydow  answered. 
When  I  asked  you  if  we  have  asked  the  Vietnamese  if  we  could  go 
in  there.  You  indicated  we  have  in  the  case  of  8621.  We  are  going 
to  go  in  and  investigate  that  one  specific  site.  But  I  mean,  what 
about  asking  them  for  a  thorough  examination  of  the  facility,  and  I 
am  going  to  end  the  line  of  questioning  on  that  point  by  simply 
saying,  if,  in  fact,  we  can  get  in  there  and  review  that,  if  the  Viet- 
namese will  allow  us  to  do  it,  one  way  or  the  other  it  is  going  to 
resolve  this  if  they  let  us  do  it. 

If  they  do  not  let  us  do  it,  then  we  have  to  be  somewhat  con- 
cerned about  labeling  them  cooperative  and  so  forth.  Is  that  not 
fair?  Have  we  asked  them  to  look  at  this  entire  Citadel  site  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  if  there  is  an  underground  facility  there? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No  sir,  we  haven't.  But  we  have  asked  to  investigate 
8621,  and  that's  happened. 

Senator  Smith.  But  that  is  a  source.  I  am  just  trying  to  clarify 
for  the  people  who  are  trying  to  understand  what  we  are  doing 
here — and  I  do  not  disrespect  what  you  are  doing.  I  am  just  saying 
that  is  the  point  about  a  source.  What  I  am  trying  to  establish  is 
several  sources  which  you  have  by  your  own  admission  not  ruled 
out  as  far  as  being  fabrications.  Six  or  seven  have  said  there  is  a 
prison  there,  and  that  is  all  I  am  saying. 

It  seems  to  me  logical  that  the  next  question  ought  to  be  of  the 
Vietnamese,  is  there  a  prison  there  and  can  we  look  in  there  and  I 
just  make  that — let  me  just  quickly  finish  up  on  

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could.  We  have  asked  the  Vietnamese 
that.  We  have  asked  the  Vietnamese  that  several  times  and  each 
time  they  said  no.  We  have  not  only  asked  the  Vietnamese  officials 
that,  we  have  asked  Vietnamese  residents  of  that  area  that,  they've 
said  no.  We've  also  visited  both  of  those  compounds  and  we've 
asked  people  who  worked  in  those  compounds  back  through  the 
mid-70's  and  they  have  said  no,  and  we  find  no  evidence  to  sustain 
a  belief  that  there  was  a  prison  there,  and  certainly  the  prison  that 
this  fellow  described  never  existed. 
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Senator  Smith.  Again,  I  do  not  want  to — we  have  got  a  lot  of 
work  to  do  and  I  do  not  want  to  argue  the  point  other  than  to  say, 
I  just  recited  six  reports  that  you  have  not  determined  to  be  fabri- 
cations which  said  there  is  a  prison  there.  That  is  what  I  am 
saying.  You  are  saying  there  is  no  evidence.  I  do  not  want  to  argue 
the  term  because  we  have  done  that  before. 

Let  me  go  to  another  area  of  the  same  issue.  We  had  a  lot  of 
aerial  photography  during  the  war.  Have  we  ever  looked  at  any  of 
that  in  terms  of  construction?  The  tomb  was  allegedly  started  in 
1969,  1970 — 1969-1970,  do  we  have  any  aerial  photography  from 
the  war? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes  sir,  this  graphic  we  see  off  to  the  side  is  aerial 
photography  from  the  war.  It's  unclassified  drone  photography. 

Senator  Smith.  So  we  have  aerial  photography  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  tomb? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  aerial  photography  of  this  whole  area. 

Senator  Smith.  When  you  were  asked  that  under  oath  on  the  27 
July,  the  answer  was  no  from  somebody  from  the  DIA.  I  do  not 
have  a  name.  The  answer  to  the  same  question  was  no. 
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COPY!  L^O^v*-^-. 


25  September  1992 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  DIA/PW 

SUBJECT:       Underground  Facilities  •  Hanoi  Area 


• .  We  have  re\4ewed  the  MfT   furnished  by  DIA  of  the  Hanoi  area  for  the 

vidnityofthe  the  Ministry  of  Defense  (MOD).  The    MTT  furnished 

covered  hT~ 

v\r        .      .  " 

As  in  the ,  Tvr  '  furnished,  the  ongoing  work  for  the         !>A  ta 

can  be  reasonably  KT  and  is  consistent  with  the  analysis  and  conclusions  detailed  in  our  21 
August  1992  report.  QUICK  LOOK  HANOI  UNDERGROUND  FACILITIES.  While  the 
features  of  the  MOD  are  less       hT  those  of  ,  there  were  no  consoruction 

HT"  lelating  to  underground  construction  noted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  MOD  for  the  time  period 
of  7  May  1973  through  30  July  1975. 

Due  to  the,        HT*        of  the  MOD  for  the  period,  it  was  not  possible  for  us  to 
develop  any  agnificant  details  of  the  MOD  surface  structure^^sunoiuding  ground. 
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PLEASE  REPLACE  PAGES  2.  4,  AND  6  OF  DOCUMENT  NO.  SF-000802-92.  DESTROY 
THE  REPLACED  PAGES. 

THANKS. 
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A  preliminaxy  suivey  of  available  geologic  literature  indicates  that  Hanoi  is  located 
on  the  upper  portion  of  the  Red  River  delta  within  the  Red  River  rift  depression.  Subsurface, 
materials  at  Hanoi  consist  of  a  thick  accumulation  of  Quaternary  and  Late  Teitiaiy  fluvio-deltaic 
sediments  deposited  in  an  evolving  dynamic  rift  system.  The  geology  of  the  region  is  shown  on 
Figure  1.  These  sediments  consist  of  gravels,  sands,  silts  and  clays.  Included  in  the  lower 
portions  are  mudstones,  argillites  and  soft  coals.  These  alluvial  materials  were  deposited  on  older 
(Mesozoic/Paleozoic)  geosynclinal  sedimentaiy  rocks  and  vary  in  thickness  from  500  to  3500 
meters.  The  "Hanoi  Rift"  is  a  location  of  earthquakes  of  moderate  to  high  intensity,  and  the  Red 
River  depression  is  attributed  to  the  "pull-j^art"  movement.  It  is  believed  that  the  fault  system 
is  spreading  at  a  rate  of  about  10  to  15  mm  per  year.  Surface  cracking  has  been  occurring  in  the 
Hanoi  delta  in  recent  years  and  is  attributed  to  tectonic  movement  related  to  the  Red  River  rift. 

Soils  of  the  Red  River  alluvial  plain  are  developed  on  recent  alluvium  derived  from 
intermediate  to  basic  parent  rocks.  These  soils  are  more  or  less  stratified  and.  consist  of  sands, 
silts  and  clays.  Most  are  poorly  drained  although  better  drained  soils  are  to  be  found  on  levees. 
Organic  content  is  moderate  to  high.  Surface  soils  become  more  clayey  toward  the  ocean  and 
may  be  similar  to  soils  of  the  Mekong  delta  which  are  more  than  90%  clay. 

'  .  Specific  infomiation  was  not  found  on  water  table  depths  in  the  Red  River  delta  in 
the  Hanoi  area.  However,  the  general  geologic  setting  and  examination  of  |^  and 
m^s  indicates  that  the  depth  to  the  water  table  should  be  two  to  four  meters  but  may  vary 
seasonally.  Drainage  (related  to  permeability)  is  generally  reported  to  be  poor,  indicating  that 
clayey  soils  predominate. 

Underground  and  below  water  table  surface  excavation  in.  the  Hanoi  area  would 
require  "soft  ground"  excavation  techniques.  Relatively  deep  surface  excavations  would  have  to 
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techniques  have  been  routinely  employed  since  the  1960s.  The  former  Soviet  Union  expertise 
in  soft  ground  tunneling  is  well  known;  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  expertise  was  not 
available  to  the  Noith  Vietnamese.  Constraction  of  an  underground  facility  employing  standard 
techniques  would  not  have  disrupted  existing  facilities  such  as  utility  and  water  lines  and  sewage 
and  stomi  sewers.  In  terms  of  technical  feasibility,  the  North  Vietnamese  could  have  constructed 
either  underground  cut  and  cover  facilities  or  a  tunnel  system  in  the  environs  of  Hanoi  during 
the  time  period  of  interest. 

3.  .  Analysis  of  Available  Intelligence  Reports  and  hT 

MTT  was  provided  approximately  18  IRs  relating  to  possible  "underground" 
facilities  in  the  Hanoi  area  utilized  to  incarcerate  MIA/POWs.  With  the  exception  of  one  IR 
^hich  identified  a  tunneled  facility  located  in  the  mountains  s^roximatcly  120.  km  NW  of 
Hanoi,  all  the  possible  "underground"  facilities  described  in  the  IRs  can  be  categorized  as 
shallow-buried  or  semi-buried  facilities  such  as  building  basements  or  sub-basements^  built  by 
cut-and-cover  techniques.  None  of  the  IRs  reviewed  gave  any  indication  of  substantial  turmel 
activities  or  deep  imderground  facilities  constructed  by  tunneling  methods. 

'    .  b^TA  analysis  of    HT"  was  conned  to  one 

site,  the         O^ta         \  ,  and      OATa  Y\T   covering  the  construction 

period  from  December  1972  through  December  1975  and  one  of  the  completed  site. 

D/^r/f  consists  of  three  cast-in-place  and  pre-cast  concrete  panel  buildings, 

a  centra!  structore  contiiining  bA^^-  and  annex  buildings  located  on  each  side  of  the  main 
building.  The  annex  buildings  have  a  stepped  facade  over  the  firont  h^lf  of  the  structure  and  flag 
pole  stanchions  over  the  rear  half  and  are  cormectcd  to  the  majn  building  via  imderground 
corridors  (Figure  2).  All  three  strocturesVere  |>uilt  at  the  same  time  in  an  excavated  area  which 
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be  dewatcred  and  supported.   Support  could  be  by  either  "tied  back"  or  braced  excavation 
techniques.  Underground  excavation  (tunneling)  would  be  performed  with  "shields".  These 
was  later  backfilled,  burying  portions  of  the  buildings  and  conqilctely  covering  the  passageways 
connecting  the  annex  buildings  to  Da7>i 

In  addition  to  the  three  buildings,  there  are  three  smaller  rectangular  surface 
stractures.  Two  of  those  structures  are  connected  to  the  back  of  bP>rA  via 

underground  corridors.  The  third  small  structure  is  connected  to  the  north  annex  building  via 
underground  corridors. 

Analysis  of  y\f    indicated  a  below  grade  infrastructure  far  more 

elaborate  than  what  one  would  expect  from  simply  D-tTVi  .  This  infrastructure  includes 
the  approximately  30  ft  and  20  ft.  wide  interconnecting  buried  passageways  between  stmctures, 
facade  type  annex  structures  which  are  actually  windowless  buildings,  matching  square  stnictures 
which  may  be  or  not  be  part  of  a  ventilation  or  emergency  egress  system,  and  what  appears  to 
be  alternate  entrances  to  the  facility.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  public  is  not  allowed  on 
the  backside  of  P>f  tv^  where  the  majority  of  these  ancillary  features  are  located,  and  the 
l-\T ,  indicates  that  this  rear  area  is  still  secured  by  fences,  walls  and  foliage  and 
controlled  by  guard  houses.  ^ 

4.  Follow-on  Definitive  Assessment. 

The  conclusions  from  this  qxiick  look  assessment  are:  (1)  that  it  was  entirely 
feasible  for  the  North  Vietnamese  to  have  constructed  underground  facilities  in  the  environs  of 
Hanoi,  (2)  portions  of    f)A  -ta      ancillary  stractures  are  buried,  and  (3)  the  function  of  certain 

""■■"if?'  . 

featuroi  at  Dat'^  are  unknown  and  warrent  ftuther  investigation.  No  HT"  of  other 
possible  underground  facility  sites  was  available  from  DIA  during  this  quick  look. 
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QUICK  LOOK 
HANOI 

UNDERGROUND  FACILITIES 


21  August  1992 
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1.  Background. 

The  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  (DIA)  is  investigating  the  possibility  that  the 
"^etnamese  government  continues  to  hold  Vietnam  War  Missing  in  Action/Prisoners  of  War 
(MIA/POWs)  in  underground  facilities  in  Hanoi,  Vietnam.  On  7  August  1992  Mr.  Art  Zuehlkc 
(DIA/DIO)  requested  that  the  hT  in  consultation  with  DIA  DA7)=^ 

and  DIA/PW,  perfonn  the  following  tasks. 

a.  Make  a  preliminary,  determination  of  the  possibility  of  constructing 
underground  facilities  in  the  Hanoi  environs. 

b.  Perform  a  quick  look  at  available  intelligence  reports  and 
historical  and  current    tAY  forthepurposeof  identifying  and  underground  facilities  j^T" 

c.  Provide  a  scope  of  woric  for  a  follow-on  definitive  assessment  of  the 
existence  and  function  of  underground  facilities  in  the  environs  of  HanoL 

2.  Possibility  of  Underground  Construction. 

For  tiic  purpose  of  this  paper  the  term  "underground  facility"  is  defined  and  as  either 
a  shallow-buried  structure  or  a  deeper  stmcture  placed  in  a  liiined  excavation.  Underground 
facilities  are  constructible  in  virtually  any  environment  under  the  earth's  surface  to  reasonable 
depths.  Major  factors  that  control  the  cost  of  and  case  with  which  an  underground  facility  can 
be  constmcted  are  required  depth,  geologic  conditions,  and  the  amoimt  and  location  of  existing 
infrastructure. 
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A  preliminary  survey  of  available  geologic  literature  indicates  that  Hanoi  is  located 
on  the  upper  portion  of  the  Red  River  delta  within  the  Red  River  rift  depression.  Substirface 
materials  at  Hanoi  consist  of  a  thick  accumulation  of  Quaternary  and  Late  Tertiary  fluvio-deltaic 
sediments  deposited  in  an  evolving  dynamic  rift  system.  The  geology  of  the  region  is  shown  on 
Figure  1.  These  sediments  consist  of  gravels,  sands,  silts  and  days.  Included  in  the  lower 
portions  are  mudstones,  argillites  and  soft  coals.  These  alluvial  materials  were  deposited  on  older 
(Mesozoic/Paleozoic)  geosynclinal  sedimentary  rocks  and  vary  in  thickness  from  500  to  3500 
meters.  The  "Hanoi  Rift"  is  a  location  of  earthquakes  of  moderate  to  high  intensity,  and  the  Red 
River  depression  is  attributed  to  the  "pull-apart"  movement.  It  is  believed  that  the  fault  system 
is  spreading  at  a  rate  of  about  10  to  15  mm  per  year.  Surface  cracking  has  been  occurring  in  the 
Hanoi  delta  in  recent  years  and  is  attributed  to  tectonic  movement  related  to  the  Red  River  rift. 

Soils  of  the  Red  River  alluvial  plain  arc  developed  on  recent  alluvium  derived  from 
intermediate  to  basic  parent  rocks.  These  soils  are  more  or  less  stratified  and  consist  of  sands, 
silts  and  clays.  Most  arc  poorly  drained  although  better  drained  soils  are  to  be  found  on  levees. 
Organic  content  is  moderate  to  high.  Surface  soils  become  more  clayey  toward  the  ocean  and 
may  be  similar  to  soils  of  the  Mekong  delta  which  are  more  than  90%  clay. 

Specific  information  was  not  found  on  water  table  dq>ths  in  the  Red  River  delta  in 
the  Hanoi  area.  However,  the  general  geologic  setting  and  examination  of  KT  and 
maps  indicates  that  the  depth  to  the  water  table  should  be  two  to  four  meters  but  may  vary 
seasonally.  Drainage  (related  to  permeability)  is  generally  reported  to  be  poor,  indicating  that 
clayey  soils  predominate. 

Underground  and  below  water  table  surface  excavation  in  the  Hanoi  area  would 
require  "soft  ground"  excavation  techniques.  Relatively  deep  surface  excavations  would  have  to 
be  dewatered  and  supported  by  "tie  backs"  or  bracing.  Tunneling  would  be  accomplished  with 
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shields.  These  techniques  have  been  routinely  employed  since  the  1960s.  The  former  Soviet 
Union  expertise  in  soft  ground  tunneling  is  weU  known;  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  this- 
expertise  was  not  available  to  the  North  Vietnamese.  Constniction  of  an  underground  facility 
employing  standard  techniques  would  not  have  disrupted  existing  facilities  such  as  utility  and 
water  lines  and  sewage  and  storm  sewers.  In  terms  of  technical  feasibility,  the  North  Vietnamese 
could  have  constructed  either  underground  cut-and-cover  facilities  or  a  tunnel  system  in  the 
environs  of  Hanoi  during  the  time  period  of  interest 

3.  Analysis  of  Available  Intelligence  Reports  and 

was  provided  approximately  18  IRs  relating  to  possible  "underground" 
facilities  in  the  Hanoi  area  utilized  to  incarcerate  MIA/POWs.  With  the  exception  of  one  IR 
which  identified  a  tunneled  facility  located  in  the  mountains  approximately  120  km  NW  of 
Hanoi,  all  the  possible  "imderground"  facilities  described  in  the  IRs  can  be  categorized  as 
shallow-buried  or  semi-buried  facilities  such  as  building  basements  or  sub-basements,  built  by 
cut-and-cover  techniques.  None  of  the  IRs  reviewed  gave  any  indication  of  substantial  tunnel 
activities  or  deep  undergroimd  facilities  constnicted  by  tunneling  methods. 

Underground  constniction  activity  analysis  of   fi7~"   was  confined  to  one 
site,  b/^T'^  .  and        0<\7-a  MT"  the  construction 

period  from  December  1972  tlu^ougli  December  1975  and  one  f^f  of  the  completed  site. 
The  D  ^  77^.  consists  of  three  cast-in-placc  and  prc-cast  concrete  panel  buildings, 

a  central  structure  containing  Oy^x^  and  annex  buildings  located  on  each  side  of  the  main 
building.  The  annex  buildings  have  a  stepped  facade  over  the  front  half  of  the  structure  and  flag 
pole  stanchions  over  the  rear  half  and  are  coimected  to  the  main  building  via  underground 
corridors  (Figure  2).  All  three  structures  were  built  at  the  same  time  in  an  excavated  area. 
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This  was  later  backfilled,  buiying  portions  of  the  buildings  and  completely  covering  the 
passageways  connecting  the  annex  buildings  to     D^^rA  ». 

In  addition  to  the  three  buildings,  there  are  three  smaller  rectangular  siuiace 
structures.  Two  of  those  structures  arc  connected  to  the  back  of      ^^ta  building  via 

undergrovmd  corridors.  The  third  small  structure  is  connected  to  the  north  annex  building  via 
underground  conridors. 

Analysis  of  K  T      indicated  a  below  grade  infrastructure  far  more 

elaborate  than  what  one  would  expect  from  simply  ^f\-rA  .  This  infrastructure  includes 
the  approximately  30  ft  and  20  ft  wide  interconnecting  buried  passageways  between  stmcturcs, 
facade  type  annex  stractures  which  arc  actually  windowless  buildings,  matching  square  structures 
which  may  be  or  not  be  part  of  a  ventilation  or  emergency  egress  system,  and  what  appears  to 
be  alternate  entrances  to  the  facility.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  public  is  not  allowed  on 
the  backside  of  P  AX/'V  where  the  majority  of  these  ancillary  features  are  located,  and  the 
f^"p  indicates  that  this  rear  area  is  still  secured  by  fences,  walls  and  foliage  and 
controlled  by  guard  houses. 

4.     -        Follow-on  Definitive  Assessment 

The  conclusions  from  this  quick  look  assessment  are:  (1)  that  it  was  entirely 
feasible  for  the  North  Vietnamese  to  have  constructed  underground  facilities  in  the  environs  of 
Hanoi,  (2)  portions  of  ^ata  ancillary  structures  are  buried,  and  (3)  the  function  of  ceitain 
features  at  tVvT/»  arc  unknown  and  warrent  further  investigation.  No  MT"  other 
possible^derground  facility  sites  was  available  from  DIA  during  this  quick  look. 
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In  order  to  make  definitive  statements  concerning  the  existence  of 
underground  facilities  at  specified  locations  in  and  around  Hanoi,  the  following  activities  are 
recommended. 

a.         Obtain  and  analyze  all  available  historical  data  to  include  the  following. 

1)                  Examine  all  available  MT" 

the  Hanoi  area.   Perfonn  detailed  examinations  and  Mf        which  |-\']~ 

excavation  or  D^'7''^  activity  f^-p  associated  with  existing 
undergroimd  structures. 


2)  Expand  the  collection  and  analyses  of  geologic/geotechnical 
information.  Determine  the  engineering  properties  of  subsurface  materials  in  order  to  predict  the 
most  likely  excavation  methods,  water  handling  and  surface  and  underground  excavation  suppoit 
techniques. 

3)  Analyze  historical  constmction  activities.  Catalog  visible 
construction^that  occurred  during  the  period  of  interest.  Analyze  construction  practices  to  include 
foundation  excavation/construction  methods,  dewatering  methods  and  excavation  support  practice. 
Attempt  to  detemiine  if  the  North  Vietnamese  procured  critical  suites  of  underground  excavation 
or  construction  equipment  in  the  period  before  or  during  suspected  construction. 

4)  Analyze  any  as  built  construction  drawings,  design 
documents,  and  geotechnical  data  for  the  areas  of  interest  which  has,  or  may  be,  obtained  by  the 
intelligejSice  community. 
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b.  Develop  criteria  for  and  perfoim  current  local  and  remote  data 

collection  to  include  the  following. 

1)  Develop  a  list  of  questions  for  interviews  of  local 
personnel  and  conduct  such  interviews. 

2)  Deploy  personnel  knowledgeable  in  underground  construction 
to  Hanoi  to  examine  the  locale. 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  can  clarify.  We,  the  greater  we? 
Senator  Smith.  Pardon  me? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  greater  we,  the  Department  of  Defense  at  one 
time  had  the  complete  collection  of  this,  what's  sometimes  referred 
to  as  air-breather  imagery,  this  drone  imagery.  I  know  that  some 
years  ago  the — there  was  a  program  to  go  through  that  and 
winnow  out  stuff  that  was  of  no  longer  of  any  value.  That  was 
something  done  outside  of — of  our  office.  Whether  or  not  we  could 
recover  unclassified  imagery  from  that  era,  this  particular  type  of 
imagery  from  that  era,  I  don't  know.  I'm  confident,  however,  that 
some  type  of  imagery  remains  available. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator  Smith,  I'd  be  pleased  to  make  a  commit- 
ment to  try  to  pull  together  everything  that  exists  and  see  if  there 
is  anything  that  can  be  learned  from  looking  at  

Senator  Smith.  I  understand.  I  appreciate  that,  but  understand,  I 
am  just  saying  that  the  counsel  has  provided  me  a  copy  of  the  ques- 
tion and  the  answer,  and  the  answer  is  no,  we  have  not.  From  you, 
Mr.  Sydow,  you  said  no  when  asked  a  question  about  photography 
and  I  just  

Mr.  Sydow.  Sir,  if  I  could  just  correct  you. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  just  finish  this  point  and  I  will  hear  you 
out.  The  problem  that  we  have  is  Senator  Kerry  and  myself,  other 
Senators  on  the  committee,  we  do  not  have  the  time  to  do  all  the 
analysis  here.  We  have  to  take  you  at  your  word  when  you  provide 
something  under  oath  in  a  deposition.  When  you  say,  no  we  have 
not,  if  you  take  that  literally — 

Mr.  Sydow.  You're  misquoting  me.  Senator,  and  you're  misquot- 
ing the  question. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  quoting  from  the  deposition. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Mr.  Codinha's  question  as  I  interpreted  it  was,  have 
we  ever  looked  at  imagery  of  the  mausoleum  for  construction  of  an 
underground  facility.  My  answer  remains  no,  we  have  not  looked 
for  the  construction  of  an  underground  facility  at  the  mausoleum. 
That  is  precisely  as  stated.  He  followed  the  question  up  and  said, 
why  haven't  you?  I  said,  based  on  the  reporting  that  we  have  in 
the  area,  this  would  not  be  my  first  priority  for  finding  a  POW. 

All  the  reporting  we  have  from  this  area  doesn't  suggest  to  us 
that  there  are  POW  facilities  of  any  kind  within  the  MND.  We  will 
look.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  a  better  alternative.  I  suggested  the  fa- 
cility you  visited  at  Bang  Liet  during  your  recent  trip  to  Vietnam 
was  a  better  place  to  look. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  guess  what  I  am  trying  to  establish  here 
is  that — okay,  I  will  accept  your  explanation  on  the  deposition 
there,  but  if  you — we  have  six  unresolved  reports.  They  all,  by  your 
analysis  are  unresolved,  are  all  saying  there  is  a  prison  there. 

You  say  that  based  on  the  technical  experts,  that  there  probably 
would  not  be,  because  of  whatever,  water  table  and  et  cetera.  We 
have  asked  the  Vietnamese  and  they  said,  no  way,  you  cannot  look 
and  we  have  not  really  done — and  I  do  not  want  to  get  into  some  of 
the  means  of  collection,  but  we  have  not  done  an  analysis — a  con- 
tinued analysis  that  we  could  have  done  in  that  regard. 

Have  we  talked  to  foreign  construction  people?  Have  we  looked 
for — have  we  talked  to  the  Soviets  about  prisoners?  Have  we 
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searched  for  people  who  visited  the  Citadel  or  who  may  have  vis- 
ited the  Citadel?  Have  we  done  any  of  that  type  of  thing? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  talked  to  individuals  as  we  stated  this 
morning  who  traveled  in  the  Citadel.  I  don't  know  that  we  inter- 
viewed them  on  the  basis  of  an  underground  facility.  Our  question 
to  them  as  it  always  is,  can  you  provide  us  with  any  information 
that  relates  to  American  POW's?  Our  business  here  is  to  find 
POW's,  underground  facilities  notwithstanding. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  the  point  is,  sure  that  is  our  business  too. 
But  again,  if  somebody  says  there  is  a  prison  and  it  turns  out  there 
is  a  prison,  obviously  that  is  a  good  place  to  put  POW's,  in  an  un- 
derground prison. 

If  there  is  no  prison,  that  does  not  necessarily  mean  there  are 
not,  that  does  not  mean  that  there  are  POW's,  but  the  point  is,  we 
have  a  consistent  pattern  of  reporting  that  says  there  is  a  prison 
and  what  I  am  hearing  is,  that  we  have  not  put  the  resources  that 
we  could  put  into  making  that  determination,  both  at  the  policy 
level  in  terms  of  the  meetings  we  have  eyeball  to  eyeball  with  the 
Vietnamese,  nor  at  the  collection  level.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to 
get  at. 

I  mean,  for  example,  we  could  evaluate  prison  administration,  we 
could  study  that.  We  could — has  anybody  done  a  study  of  under- 
ground detention  facilities  in  Hanoi  and  Haiphong,  in  other  areas? 
I  mean,  there  are  ways  that  we  need  to  put  the  resources  to  make 
a  determination  as  to  whether  or  not  that  prison  is  there.  That  is 
all  I  am  saying.  And  you  say  POW's,  of  course,  POW's. 

I  am  just  trying  to  show  in  my  questioning  that  pattern  analysis 
regarding  a  specific  location  or  some  content  in  the  report  which 
was  not  done  until  1987  on  these  things,  according  to  what  you 
have  told  us,  is,  in  fact,  the  complementary  analysis  that  may,  in 
fact,  rebut  source  analysis.  It  may,  in  fact,  complement  source  anal- 
ysis, but  it  is  a  good  procedure  and  process  that  has  not  been  used. 

What  I  am  trying  to  establish  here,  I  am  not  challenging  you  on 
whether  or  not  there  are  POW's  there  at  this  point.  What  I  am 
challenging  you  on  is  whether  or  not  there  is  a  prison  there,  and 
all  that  I  am  saying  is  we  have  not  put  all  the  resources  that  we 
have  at  our  disposal  to  make  that  determination.  That  is  my  point 
and  I  think  that  we  ought  to  be  working  together  on  this. 

We  could  help  a  lot  in  the  understanding  of  the  American  people 
on  this  one  thing  if  the  two  of  us,  instead  of  arguing  with  each 
other  could  get  together  and  face  the  Vietnamese  and  make  a  de- 
termination that  we  want  to  go  in  and  see  that  facility,  the  Citadel. 
If  we  get  in  there,  and  I  mean  not  just  go  in  and  look  at  site  8621, 
but  let  us  get  in  there  and  see  the  whole  facility.  Let  us  ask  them 
to  see  it  and  let  us  make  a  determination  if  there  is  a  prison  there. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  will  be  going  back  to  Vietnam  in  the  next 
several  weeks.  Do  I  have  your  commitment  to  use  your  office  and 
your  influence  to  get  me  into  the  Citadel? 

Senator  Smith.  I  do  not  know  how  much  my  influence  would 
work,  but  I  do  not  know  if  my  office  is  appropriate. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well  sir,  you  have  a  lot  more  power  and  influence 
than  I  do.  If  I  can  be  assured  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your 
power  to  assist  me  to  get  in  there,  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  get  in  there. 
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Senator  Smith.  Let  me  put  it  this  way.  If  the  Vietnamese  give 
me  permission  to  go  into  the  Citadel,  I  will  be  there. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  am  I  reading  you  correctly,  that  you  will  go 
to  the  Vietnamese  and  ask  them  to  help  me  to  get  in  there? 

Senator  Smith.  Yes. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  positive. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  a  little  amused  by  this  in  a  sense,  because 
there  is  something  wrong  with  you  sitting  here  asking  a  United 
States  Senator  in  his  committee  capacity  to  get  you  into  the  Cita- 
del. If  this  is  a  priority,  it  should  have  happened  a  long  time  ago. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  agree  with  you,  but  in  my  judgment  

The  Chairman.  Why,  in  all  my  visits  over  there,  three  of  them 
in  the  last  year,  have  none  of  your  people  said  to  me.  Senator  we 
cannot  get  into  the  Citadel  and  we  want  to  do  it.  I  would  have 
asked  them  on  any  one  of  those  visits. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  my  judgment,  we  have  adequate  evidence  to 
make,  with  good  confidence,  a  judgment  that  that  underground  fa- 
cility doesn't  exist.  Now  

The  Chairman.  Okay,  let  me  ask  you  this? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  if  I  could  tell  you  one  other  thing.  Obviously 
others  are  not  satisfied,  and  it's  my  job  to,  I  think,  to  try  to  come 
up  with  the  information  that  will  satisfy  those  who  are  not  yet  con- 
vinced. Now,  from  experience,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
get  into  the  Citadel  because  it's  comparable  to  our — to  the  Viet- 
namese asking  us  for  permission  to  have  an  unfettered  access  to 
the  interior  of  National  Security  Agency  headquarters. 

I  doubt  very  seriously  if  the  commander  of  the  National  Security 
Agency  would  look  kindly  on  such  a  request,  so  just  trying  to  be 
understanding  of  the  dynamics  at  work  here,  the  Vietnamese  un- 
derstandably are  going  to  be  reluctant  to  grant  us  that  access  and 
it's  going  to  be — 

The  Chairman.  I  am  very  sensitive  to  that  and  I  understand 
those  difficulties.  But  let  me  point  out  something  to  you.  You  have 
got  a  group  of  reports  that  refer  to  the  Citadel,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  in  total,  seven? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  recall  offhand. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Less  than  10. 

The  Chairman.  Less  than  10  reports  refer  to  the  Citadel.  Only 
one  of  those  reports  has  been  deemed  to  be  a  fabrication,  is  that 
accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  believe  that's  accurate. 

The  Chairman.  So  the  others  are  unresolved.  So  you  are  sitting 
with  a  minimum  of  nine  reports  unresolved,  all  of  which  talked 
about  underground  location,  the  same  place,  some  of  which  comes 
from  people  who  are  outside  of  Vietnam,  currently  relocated  and 
living  quite  comfortably  in  other  countries,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Correct. 

The  Chairman.  No  known  motive,  they  did  not  ask  for  money. 
They  did  not  offer  a  reward,  I  mean,  they  did  not  look  for  a 
reward.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct. 
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The  Chairman.  And  notwithstanding  the  similarity  of  these  re- 
ports, we  do  not  know  to  a  certainty  that  there  is  not  an  under- 
ground detention  facility  of  some  kind.  Is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  It's  accurate. 

The  Chairman.  So  if  we  do  not  know  to  a  certainty  what  is  the 
level  to  which  you  are  capable  of  saying  I  believe  it  is  there? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  at  the  moment,  I  don't  believe  it's  there. 
I  would  make  this  point  which  I  made  earlier.  There  are  higher 
priority  targets  in  the  Hanoi  area.  You  and  your  fellow  Senators 
visited  one  of  those.  We  have  15  reports,  perhaps  confused  by  your 
staff  in  their  cluster  analysis  with  Hoa  Lo  Prison.  It's  an  annex  to 
Hoa  Lo  Prison  which  is  called  in  the  reporting  Hoa  Lo.  You  know 
it  as  Bang  Liet.  That  would  have  been  first  priority. 

You  were  able  to  visit  that  without  consulting  with  us  or  coordi- 
nating it.  You  visited  that  prison.  You  were  lied  to  by  the  Vietnam- 
ese officials  there.  You  got  a  chance  to  film  and  look  around.  There 
were  a  couple  of  areas  I  would  have  looked  in  that  you  did  not. 
That's  a  higher  priority  for  me  than  will-o'-the-wisp  reports  that 
there  is  an  underground  facility  in  an  area  of  Hanoi  that  we  know 
very  well.  That's  not  a  priority. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it  that  makes  you  characterize  those  re- 
ports as  will-o'-the-wisp? 

Mr.  Sydow.  They  are  scattered  in  several  different  locations  in 
the  MND.  It  is  not  a  consistent  location.  It  is  not  a  consistent  de- 
scription of  the  underground  facility.  We  have  in  our  briefing  this 
morning  explained  why  it's  very  unlikely  that  200  POW's  would  be 
kept  underground.  We've  explained  that  we've  got  a  water  environ- 
ment there.  We  have  looked  consistently  at  imagery  of  this  area, 
photographs.  We  don't  find  unusual  construction.  In  fact,  the  con- 
struction in  this  area  hasn't  changed  much  since  wartime.  Mr. 
DeStatte  noted  a  couple  of  changes  that  he's  observed  since  going 
back  in. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  give  you  an  example  here.  This  is  a 
1979  report  from  a  refugee.  Status  is  under  analysis,  citing  an 
ethnic  Chinese  who  relocated  to  Hon  Gai  in  1979.  This  is  hearsay, 
heard  from  an  acquaintance,  that  a  small  number  of  American 
pilots  have  been  moved  from  Sontay  to  Hanoi,  where  they  were  de- 
tained in  a  secret  underground  prison.  This  informant  told  the 
source  that  the  entry  into  the  prison  was  in  a  residential  building 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Ho  Chi  Minh's  tomb. 

There  were  three  separate  echelons  of  security  and  only  senior 
officers  could  cross  the  lines.  Now,  your  resolution,  that  is  unre- 
solved. You  call  that  will-o'-the-wisp.  Is  that  will-o'-the-wisp  be- 
cause it  is  hearsay? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Because  it's  not  sufficiently  corroborated  by  other  re- 
porting. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  is  it  not  corroborated  to  some  degree  by 
virtue  of  other  reports  of  an  underground  facility  in  the  same  vi- 
cinity? 

Mr.  Sydow.  To  some  degree  and  that  is  the  question.  To  what 
degree  do  these  reports  mutually  corroborate  each  other?  Senator 
Smith  mentioned  source  number  1101  as  reporting  on  a  visit  by 
congressional  or  American  delegation  to  a  facility. 
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I  believe  the  House  task  force  led  by  Congressman  Lester  Wolff 
went  to  Vietnam  in  the  period  cited,  July  1980,  and  demanded  to 
see  the  inside  of  the  17  Ly  Nam  De  facility  in  order  to  see  a  storage 
facility  of  U.S.  remains. 

He  was  denied  entry  to  that  facility.  We  believe  that  facility  to 
have  held  remains  at  that  time.  When  U.S.  officials  and  others 
were  allowed  to  visit  the  facility  in  September  1982,  the  remains 
were  removed  from  there.  I  believe  that  1101  is  reporting  on  the 
visit  of  the  Congressman  Wolff  delegation  to  the  area.  It  is  not  a 
facility  that  was  in  the  MND  area,  the  Citadel  area. 

The  Chairman.  What  about  1162?  1162  says  sighting  hearsay. 
Source  and  the  neighbor  talked  often  and  the  neighbor  was  a  22- 
year  old  braggart  dedicated  to  communism,  son  of  a  PAVN  colonel. 
This  person  heard  parents  talking  and  father  said  50  plus  POW's 
were  held  at  the  Citadel  and  were  being  moved  that  evening  to  un- 
derground bunkers  because  a  U.S.  delegation  was  scheduled  to  visit 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  is  precisely  the  report  I  was  talking  about. 
The  Chairman.  So  that  is  1162,  the  one  you  are  referencing,  not 
1101? 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  that  is  stated  as  being  unresolved. 
Mr.  Sydow.  It  is  unresolved. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  It  was  2  years  later  that  you  made  the  de- 
termination that  remains  may  have  been  there. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  is  my  determination,  my  reading  of  the  report 
at  the  moment.  I  believe  he  is  referring  to  a  process  which  we  be- 
lieve went  on. 

The  Chairman.  Ill  come  back  to  it.  Now,  it  is  my  understanding 
that  1101  talked  about  the  visiting  U.S.  delegation  so  there  are  two 
separate  reports  that  refer  to  this  delegation.  Originally,  this 
report  was  debunked  on  the  basis  that  DIA  was  not  able  to  find 
any  evidence  of  a  delegation  visit.  Subsequently,  that  evidence  was 
forthcoming  and,  in  fact,  there  is  reference  to  a  visit  to  the  Citadel 
by  a  group  of  American  journalists  conceivably  in  1980  also. 

But  leaving  that  aside,  the  reason  you  found  this  a  fabrication 
was  because  there  was  no  information  that  a  delegation  had  visited 
the  Citadel  at  that  time.  Now,  since  then,  you  have  learned  that  a 
delegation  did  visit  it.  So  does  that  change  the  evaluation? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Presumably,  it  should  be  reviewed  as  the  reports  are 
routinely  reviewed.  When  we  submit  an  evaluation  on  a  report,  it 
remains  in  our  database  and  as  analysts  track  through  questions  ^ 
such  as  the  ones  you're  raising,  they  look  at  each  of  those  reports  ^ 
again  and  again.  I  believe  you're  speaking  of  hearsay  reports.  I'm 
sure  they  have  been  reevaluated. 

The  Chairman.  Well  see,  the  reason  this  gets  difficult — we  are 
going  to  move  on  to  the  other  area  in  a  moment,  Senator  Smith.  ^ 
But  according  to  the  source,  during  one  conversation,  the  topic  of 
news  reports  and  the  release  of  prisoners  of  war  was  broached  and  ^ 
the  source  stated  that  not  all  U.S.  POW's  had  been  released.  That  on 
the  SRV  had  kept  a  number  of  important  prisoners  to  use  as  hos- 
tages  to  acquire  war  reparations  or  attain  other  SRV  objectives. 

The  source  indicated  that  on  another  occasion  when  he  visited  I 
this  person  at  his  home  that  that  person  pointed  out  the  location 
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where  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  were  being  held  and  during  the  inter- 
view with  your  representative,  the  person  initially  said  that  the  lo- 
cation was  in  the  Citadel,  somewhere  between  the  east  gate,  but 
then  they  changed  the  location  several  times,  I  guess. 

Now,  how  did  you  wind  up  evaluating  that?  Did  you  suggest  that 
that  was  discredited  because  of  the  changes  in  location,  or  was 
there  some  other  reason  for  discarding  it? 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  description  as  between  the  east  gate  and  Phan 
Dinh  Phung  Street  places  it  on  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  that  our  analy- 
sis of  Ly  Nam  De  Street  would  lead  one  to  the  17  Ly  Nam  De  facili- 
ty. Again,  we  know  that  remains  were  stored  in  that  facility  up  to 
and  including  1979.  And  we  believe  they  were  only  moved  out  of 
that  facility  after  the  visit  of  the  Congressman  Wolff  delegation. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  I  might  add  something  to  that.  Senator  Kerry. 
That  report  says  that  a  group  of  prisoners,  as  I  heard  you  read  it, 
was  segregated  prior  to  Homecoming  and  moved  into  a  separate  fa- 
cility. Where  did  that  group  of  prisoners  come  from,  because 
through  the  debriefings  at  Homecoming,  we  accounted  for  everyone 
who  was  known  to  be  in  captivity.  So  if  there  was  another  group  of 
prisoners  who  were  somehow  culled  out  and  segregated  separately, 
where  did  they  come  from? 

They  didn't  come  from  the  knowledge  base  that  was  reflected  in 
the  debriefers  of  the  prison  and  to  give  that  credence  

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you  this  question.  There  were  groups 
of  prisoners  brought  together  for  the  release  who  only  learned  of 
each  other  being  alive  by  virtue  of  the  process  of  being  brought  to- 
gether, correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  There  were  prisoners  that  were  consolidated  toward 
the  end. 

The  Chairman.  And  some  were  held  in  different  locations,  per- 
haps 10  people  in  one  location.  Is  that  not  accurate? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  accurate. 

The  Chairman.  Then  it  was  only  in  the  course  of  those  10  people 
who  were  held  together  saying  I  saw  so  and  so,  or  I  didn't  see  so 
and  so,  that  you  could  pull  the  information  together,  correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  possible,  however,  that  a  whole  group  of 
10  held  somewhere  were  never  brought  back  to  the  main  group  and 
therefore  held  back  in  some  other  circumstances?  That  is  possible? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  is  possible. 

The  Chairman.  So,  the  mere  fact  of  debriefings  not  showing  that 
somebody  was  not  accounted  for  does  not  in  and  of  itself  dispose  at 
all  of  the  notion  that  somebody  else  could  have  been  elsewhere? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  true,  but  my  reading  or  at  least  as  I  was 
hearing  you  read  the  report,  it  sounded  like  a  source  indicated  that 
they  were  sort  of  culled  out  at  the  last  moment  and  treated  sepa- 
rately. 

The  Chairman.  I  don't  think  that  is  the  way  I  read  it.  But,  let 
me  check  it.  No.  It  just  says  that  they  kept  a  number  of  important 
ones  as  hostages.  It  did  not  say  they  pulled  them  out  or  anything. 
It  just  said  that  not  all  of  them  had  been  released. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  as  this  committee  knows,  the  existence  of  a 
separate  prison  system  or  other  groups  of  prisoners  kept  at  satel- 
lite locations  has  been  one  of  the  central  themes  that  has  kept  ana- 
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lysts  busy  on  this  problem  since  wartime  days  and  if  we  had  infor- 
mation to  give  that  credence  

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  take  it  that  all  of  this — I  mean,  these  are 
some  of  the  strongest  cases,  correct?  I  mean,  this  is  the  grouping  as 
we  have  been  told,  these  are  the  strongest  cases  of  indicators.  Is 
that  accurate? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  Senator,  it  really  isn't.  If  I  can  

The  Chairman.  I  thought  that  is  what  the  memo  said  we  were 
doing.  We  were  pulling  together  the  four  strongest  clusters  or 
groupings,  is  that  not  the  strongest  cluster? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  this  is  not  necessarily. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  a  cluster  stronger  than  this? 

Mr.  McCreary.  This  is  the  tightest.  In  the  agenda,  we  talk  about 
some  other  clusters. 

The  Chairman.  No,  I  am  asking  you  which  cluster  is  stronger  in 
evidence  than  this? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Well,  I  think  the  two  in  Laos  are  actually  strong- 
er. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  going  to  do  those.  We  have  four,  and  two 
of  them  are  in  Laos  and  two  of  them  are  in  Vietnam.  My  question 
is,  is  there  any  cluster  in  Vietnam  stronger  than  this  group? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  think  there  is,  but  

The  Chairman.  Which  one? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  think  there's  one  at  Hon  Gai  that  merits  more 
attention. 

The  Chairman.  But  why  are  we  not  giving  it  attention  then? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Because  this  is  simply  the  one  we  prepared  for 
analytical  purposes  because  of  the  challenges  in  the  analysis  pri- 
marily, Senator.  That  was  our  future — that  was  part  of  our  future 
work  plan. 

Senator  Smith.  I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  an  intent  to  priori- 
tize them  in  terms  of,  as  you  indicated,  when  you  said  there  were 
other  priorities.  It  was  at  least  my  understanding  to  try  to  analyze 
these  things  so  that  we  can  look  at  the  analysis  to  find  out  if  there 
are  any  flaws  in  the  analysis  on  either  side  of  it.  That  was  the  in- 
tention. While  Senator  Kerry  is  looking  at  that,  let  me  ask  you  one 
question. 

When  you  did  the  interviews  on  these  sources,  many  of  those 
sources  that  related  to  those  prison  compounds,  when  you  inter- 
viewed them,  did  you  ask — they  all  maintained  they  worked  on  the 
prison,  not  all  of  them,  but  many  of  them  said  they  were  construc- 
tion workers.  One  guy  said  he  worked  as  an  air-conditioning 
expert,  for  example.  Did  you  question  those  people  in  terms  of  their 
technical  knowledge  to  see  if  they  had  a  thorough  understanding  of 
what  they  said  they  knew  how  to  do?  I  did  not  see  that  in  any  of 
the  debrief  materials. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Insofar  as  it  would  be  relevant  to  their  POW  report, 
that  would  be  our  line  of  questioning.  Was  the  person  really  as  he 
stated  that  he  was? 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  if  a  guy  comes  in.  He  says,  I  saw  four 
POW's  in  the  Citadel,  some  being  led  into  a  building  which  took 
them  underground  into  an  underground  facility  which  I  know  is 
there  because  I  saw  it,  or  I  worked  on  it  and  my  job  was  to  work  on 
the  venting  system,  and  I  know  all  about  that  because  that  was  my 
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job.  Did  you  then  say,  well,  tell  me  about  that.  How  does  the  vent- 
ing system  work? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  assume  that  that  is  a  hypothetical  report. 

Senator  Smith.  Yes. 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  would  ask  the  man  to  show  us  that  he  really  had 
the  capabilities  and  experience  that  he  was  stating. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  think  it  was  8621,  Senator  Kerry  asked — I 
might  be  wrong,  8621,  the  guy  said  he  was  an  herbal  doctor. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  Was  he? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Was  the  fact  that  he  was  an  herbal  doctor  relevant 
to  his  report  of  POW's?  Not  at  all.  He  stated  that  he  had  a  reason 
to  visit  a  general  within  the  MND  compound.  We  took  that  at  face 
value. 

Senator  Smith.  Sure,  but  if  you  asked  the  guy  a  few  questions, 
technical  questions  about  herbal  doctors,  whatever  their  technical 
expertise  is,  he  should  be  able  to  answer  those  questions.  If  he 
cannot  answer  them,  then  it  would  certainly  be  one  way  to  debunk 
him,  would  it  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Mr.  0475  said  he  was  an  expert  at  ESP  and  he  had 
conversations  with  dead  people.  We  did  not  interrogate  him  as  to 
his  expertise  on  ESP. 

Senator  Smith.  Wait  a  minute. 

Mr.  Sydow.  If  the  characteristic  is  relevant  to  his  POW  report, 
we  will  explore. 

Senator  Smith.  Time  out,  time  out.  Relevant — okay.  Talking  to 
dead  people,  ESP,  I  really  do  not  see  what  that  has  to  do  with  pris- 
oners in  an  underground  prison.  This  man  in  the  case  of  the  herbal 
doctor  said  he  was  in  there  and  he  did  treatments  and  so  forth. 
You  had  guys  who  said  that  they  worked  on  the  construction  of  a 
prison  that  housed  POW's.  That  is  relevant,  and  all  I  am  asking 
you  is  did  you  ask  him  questions,  technical  questions  about  that 
sort  of  thing  to  establish  their  bona  fides  in  that  regard? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Number  8615,  if  I  have  the  number  right — 8621,  I 
think  we're  talking  about,  is  that  correct? 

Senator  Smith.  Yes. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Stated  that  he  was  visiting  the  general  to  provide 
him  treatment  for  a  kidney  disorder.  He  looked  out  the  window 
and  saw  three  or  four  Caucasians  whom  he  assumed  were  Rus- 
sians. That  was  the  sole  content  of  his  observation.  He  was  told 
about  the  underground  facility  by  another  person  who  stated  that 
he  himself  was  related  to  the  general. 

This  man's  relevance  to  underground  facilities,  I'm  afraid  I  don't 
see  it.  Senator.  It  was  the  hearsay  reporter,  the  second  source  who 
stated  to  him  that  he  had  experience  with  underground  facilities 
that  would  be  at  the  center  of  my  questioning. 

Senator  Smith.  I  understand,  but  I  am  just  looking  at  it — I  am 
not  trying  to  hone  in  on  one  particular  case.  I  am  just  saying  in  a 
generic  sense,  you  have  six  out  of  seven  sources  who  say  they  were 
in  some  way  working  on  a  prison  underground,  or  in  some  way 
doing  something  to  do  with  an  underground  prison.  They  are  still 
unresolved.  These  people  determined  that  they  had  certain  techni- 
cal talents,  if  you  will,  regarding  the  construction  of  that  prison. 
We  had  their  names  during  the  war,  and  I  will  not  comment  after 
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the  war,  to  determine  whether  or  not  there  was  construction  going 
on  there. 

It  would  just  seem  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  simple  to  ask 
these  very  specific  questions.  However,  I  can  understand  why  you 
would  not,  and  this  is  the  reason  that  we  are  talking  about  this 
type  of  analysis,  which  is  a  cluster  analysis  based  on  location  of  in- 
formation, because  you  may  not  have  connected  it.  You  may  not 
have  connected  these  things  because  you  were  looking  at  independ- 
ent sources,  and  that  is  my  point. 

When  you  put  the  sources  together  and  you  look  at  what  they 
said  and  where  they  said  they  saw  what  they  saw,  you  come  up 
with  a  pattern  of  a  prison.  It  does  not  mean  there  is  a  prison.  It 
means  they  said  there  was  a  prison,  that  is  the  pattern. 

So  then,  you  get  alert  and  you  say,  wait  a  minute.  They  are 
asking  if  seven  or  six  of  these  guys  say  there  is  a  prison  and  we 
have  not  determined  that  they  are  fabricators  yet,  maybe  we  ought 
to  start  asking  about  their  technical  expertise  and  ask  them  about 
their  construction  knowledge  of  prisons  in  terms  of  venting,  build- 
ing, or  moving  dirt,  or  whatever  it  is  that  they  do. 

That  is  all  I  am  saying,  and  I  do  not  think  that  was  done,  and  I 
do  not  mean  to  slam  you.  It  just  means  that  I  think  we  need  to 
look  at  these  things  from  a  different  perspective  which  is  the 
reason  why  the  whole  concept  of  cluster  analysis  was  critiqued  by 
people  inside  the  agency  that  we  have  already  been  discussing. 
That  is  all. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  we  have  been  using,  I  personally  have  been 
using  what  you  call  cluster  analysis  since  I  joined  this  office  in 
1979.  Now  we  didn't  assign  it  a  catchy  phrase  name  like  cluster 
analysis.  We  just  called  it  something  like  common  sense,  and  that's 
when  you  have  a  report  in  a  particular  area,  you  find  out  what 
other  reporting  you've  had  on  the  same  area.  And  when  we  have 
what  you  call  a  cluster  of  reporting,  we  start  looking  for  answers. 

In  most  cases,  we  started  looking  for  answers  long  before  a  clus- 
ter appeared,  and  when  you  talk  about  a  cluster  of  reporting  in  the 
Hanoi  area,  you  focus  on  the  six  or  seven  reports.  And  to  focus  ex- 
clusively on  those  six  or  seven  reports  who  have  come  to  us  for 
whatever  reason  they've  come  to  us  with  stories  about  live  POW's 
in  an  underground  facility,  is  to  ignore  the  dozens  and  probably 
tens  of  dozens  of  people  that  we've  talked  to  who  lived  and  worked 
in  the  same  area  over  the  years  and  who  say  there  is  no  facility 
there. 

So  I  am  not  at  all  convinced  that  a  focus  exclusively  on  the  six  or 
seven  reports  obviates  all  the  other  intelligence  that  we  have. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  agree,  except  I  have  not  seen  anything  in 
the  files  that  would  indicate  that  you  asked  anybody  about  an  un- 
derground facility  outside  of  those  individuals.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  files.  If  you  did,  you  did  not  provide  it  to  us.  I  have  not  seen  it. 
I  have  one  final  point  and  then  I  am  finished  on  this  round. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Senator,  I  think  there  is  an  additional  response  that 
we  should  consider.  As  we  explained  in  the  classified  brief,  we  have 
taken  seriously  the  prison  systems  of  the  Indochinese  countries  for 
many  years  and  we  have  asked  sources  who  have  spent  up  to  22 
years  in  those  prison  systems  and  our  question  is,  do  you  know  of 
prisons  in  the  Hanoi  area  where  American  POW's  might  be  held? 
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Now,  we've  gotten  some  really  expert  answers  and  their  answer 
has  been  no,  and  their  answer  has  never  included  an  underground 
facility  in  the  Hanoi  area. 

Senator  Smith.  We  do  not  have  those  prison  studies.  I  asked  for 
those  for  this  meeting  today.  I  do  not  have  those  prison  studies.  I 
have  not  seen  them.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  our  investigators 
have  not  seen  them.  Now,  we  need  to  see  that  sort  of  information 
to  be  able  to  put  the  information  together. 

[p.  42  prison  studies] 

One  final  last  point.  You  were  talking  about  the  lie  detector  test, 
polygraphs.  A  lot  of  people  fail  them  and  usually  are  debunked  for 
failing  them,  but  when  somebody  passes  one,  they  are  usually 
given  another  one  and  sometimes  they  pass  two. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  an  individual  source,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  relates  to  the  Citadel,  but  an  individual  source  was 
polygraphed  and  passed  and  he  indicated  that  it  was  his  informa- 
tion that  the  communists,  under  the  direction  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  in 
his  last  will  and  testament,  were  to  hold  American  remains  for  dol- 
lars, and  also  to  hold  American  POW's. 

That  was  a  source  who  provided  that  information  to  you  and 
passed  a  polygraph.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I'm  not  aware  of  that  report. 

Senator  Smith.  Is  anybody  aware  of  that  report? 

[No  response.] 

Senator  Smith.  Nobody  is  aware  of  a  report  to  DIA  that  says  that 
an  individual  who  passed  a  polygraph  indicated  to  your  agency  

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  we  have  well  over  15,000  sources. 

Senator  Smith.  You  would  not  remember?  You  do  not  remember 
that? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  I  have  seen  copies  of  Ho  Chi  Minh's  last  will 
and  testament,  or  what  is  purported  to  be  that  in  various  publica- 
tions in  Vietnam  and  there  is  nothing  in  any  of  that  that  suggests 
that  that  was  a  part  of  his  last  will  and  testament.  On  the  other 
hand,  maybe  this  guy  knows  more  than  has  been  published. 

Senator  Smith.  I  do  not  know  what  he  knows.  I  am  just  saying 
he  said  it,  he  said  it  to  you  and  he  passed  a  polygraph  in  saying  it. 
That  is  the  only  point  I  was  making. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  doubt  very  seriously  that  we  polygraphed  him 
concerning  what  may  or  may  not  have  been  in  Ho  Chi  Minh's  last 
will  and  testament. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  will  provide  the  information  which  we  got 
from  you,  by  the  way. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  may  have  polygraphed  him.  He  told  us  many 
things,  whoever  the  source  was. 

Senator  Smith.  So  you  did  talk  to  him? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  But  we  don't  polygraph  an  individual  on  every 
statement  he  makes.  We  polygraph  him  on  the  relevant  questions 
concerning  the  live  POW  sightings. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  DeStatte,  you  did  talk  to  him  then,  do  you 
remember  it  now? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  will  say  again,  we  have  15,000  sources,  in  excess 
of  that,  and  none  of  us  recalls  every  detail  of  every  source  state- 
ment. I  am  taking  you  at  your  word  that  we  debriefed  this  fellow 
and  if  what  you  have  told  us  is  accurate,  that  he  in  fact  said  that, 
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then  I  doubt  very  seriously  that  we  would  have  polygraphed  him 
on  that  particular  statement. 

We  would  have  polygraphed  him  if  he  said  he  saw  American 
POW's.  That  we  would  have  polygraphed  him  on.  Something  he 
may  have  heard  of,  we  wouldn't  polygraph  him  on  hearsay  infor- 
mation. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  understand.  I  do  not  know  the  specifics  of 
what  you  asked  him  in  the  polygraph,  but  I  will  look  the  report  up. 
Thank  you. 

The  Chairman.  Gentlemen,  I  want  to  go  through  a  little  bit 
more  of  the  Hanoi  reports  in  a  detailed  and  thorough  way  and  then 
I  am  going  to  move  on  to  Son  La.  Senator  Grassley  was  going  to 
present  some  questions  on  Viengxay.  Turning  your  attention  to  live 
sighting  report,  5862,  this  is  an  individual,  it  is  a  1981  and  1985 
report. 

This  individual  states  on  two  separate  occasions — and  I  want  to 
get  into  a  little  bit  of  depth  here,  I  want  you  to  really  give  the 
flavor  as  to  why  and  how  a  particular  live  sighting  report  is  or  is 
not  accurate.  I  am  not  challenging  you,  I  just  want  the  record  to 
show  more  completely  how  you  do  that.  This  fellow  said  that  in 
September  of  1981  and  20  April  of  1985,  he  was  an  inpatient  at  a 
hospital  in  Hanoi. 

He  says  he  saw  a  Caucasian  in  a  particular  hospital  room.  He 
heard  from  a  doctor  that  the  first  of  the  men  was  an  American  and 
had  come  from  a  prison  facility  for  health  reasons.  Both  times,  the 
room  of  the  men  were  guarded  at  the  door. 

The  source  was  unable  to  learn  anything  further  about  the 
second  man.  Apparently  he  did  not  provide  an  accurate  location  for 
the  hospital.  He  underwent  a  polygraph  examination  with  a  differ- 
ent agency  than  yours.  He  indicated  deception  on  the  issues  tested, 
but  those  were  not  directly  related  to  the  POW/MIA  issue. 

Now,  help  us  to  understand  this.  Here  you  have  got  a  guy  who 
comes  forward.  You  list  this  as  unresolved  as  of  April  of  this  year. 
This  fellow  says  he  saw  an  American  under  guard  in  a  hospital  on 
two  occasions.  What  should  we  believe? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Senator  Kerry,  that  case  is  still  an  open  case.  It  is 
still  under  investigation.  We  have  been  told  recently  by  the  field 
investigators  that  they  have  visited  that  hospital,  conducted  an  in- 
vestigation. I  surmised  that  Colonel  Cole  will  be  able  to  tell  us 
about  that.  It  has  not  been  reported. 

The  second  point,  we  often  are  criticized  for  allowing  the  poly- 
graph to  rule  the  day.  This  is  an  example  of  a  case  where  a  man 
failed  his  polygraph,  but  as  it  says,  it  was  tangential  to  this  POW 
information.  We  pursued  this  source. 

He  gives  a  credible  story.  We  are  continuing  to  pursue  it  until 
we  resolve  it. 

The  Chairman.  So,  here  is  something  that  you  would  deem  out- 
standing then? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  right. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  a  live  sighting  report  still  under  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  add  a  comment  about  the  hospital. 
This  fellow  was  saying  that  American  POW's  were  treated  at  this 
hospital  during  the  war,  108.  Last  month,  I  had  occasion  to  visit 
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two  of  the  hospitals  including  hospital  108  which  is  the  senior  hos- 
pital in  their  military,  their  armed  forces,  comparable  to  our 
Walter  Reed  or  Bethesda,  and  attending  that  meeting  was  the 
deputy  director  of  the  hospital,  a  Brigadier  General. 

When  I  visited  Hospital  108,  I  met  with  a  previous  Director,  who 
is  now  retired;  a  retired  doctor  and  medical  professor  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  hospital  staff  at  various  times  during  the  60's  and 
70's;  and  several  other  doctors.  I  am  satisfied  that  these  doctors 
gave  me  a  factual,  honest  information.  They  said  that  any  Ameri- 
can POW  in  the  formal  prison  system  who  needed  hospital  care,  re- 
ceived the  hospital  care  at  Hospital  108.  According  to  the  doctors  I 
spoke  with,  Hospital  108  was  given  this  responsibility  because  it 
was  capable  of  providing  the  best  medical  treatment. 

The  Chairman.  The  sighting  was  in  1986,  and  in  1981. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  They  have  assured  me  also  that  any  foreigners 
after  1975  who  received  treatment  in  military  hospitals  in  Vietnam 
have  received  the  treatment  only  at  108.  When  I  visited  hospital 
354,  which  is  a  hospital  that  serves  PAVN  personnel  in  the  Hanoi 
area,  they  gave  me  independently  the  same  story  and  that  any 
westerners  who  would  be  treated  at  a  military  hospital  would  be 
treated  at  108  and  nowhere  else. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that,  therefore,  a  reason  to  leave  this  open  or 
how  do  you  pursue  this  further  then? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  I  believe  we  want  to  go  out  and  chat  with 
the  people  at  108,  and  there  may  be  some  other  things  that  the  an- 
alyst in  charge  of  this  case  may  have  in  mind. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  in  1984,  a  Cambodian  official  was  undergo- 
ing training  in  Hanoi  and  he  reported  that  the  Premier,  Pham  Van 
Dong  permitted  him  and  other  officials  to  visit  a  prison.  They  were 
blindfolded,  driven  from  Hanoi  central  party  committee  office  to 
the  place  where  the  prisoners  were  held,  about  15-minutes  ride. 
They  entered  an  underground  prison  where  their  eyes  were  uncov- 
ered. 

It  appeared  to  be  100  meters  square  with  about  38  cells.  He  saw 
three — I  do  not  know  what  that  means — three  each  for  the  100 
Americans  dressed  in  blue  civilian  clothes.  They  were  shown  these 
prisoners  to  demonstrate  the  bravery  of  communist  troops  and  the 
power  of  communism  and  its  victory  over  the  Americans. 

This  is  September  1984.  It  was  deemed  to  be  a  fabrication.  He 
was  given  a  polygraph  and  I  gather  acted  erratically.  Now,  is  that 
the  sole  reason  for  having  dismissed  that  report?  This  is  number 
8682. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Just  as  a  sanity  checkpoint,  I  would  raise  the  gener- 
al red  flag  here  that  an  underground  prison  100  meters  square 
would  be  roughly — would  be  greater  in  size  than  V-k  football  fields. 
That's  an  awful,  awful  large  underground  facility  for  a  place  like 
Germany  during  World  War  II,  let  alone  Vietnam  today.  The 
amount  of  dirt  that  would  be  moved  from  a  facility,  an  under- 
ground facility  

The  Chairman.  Well,  a  100  square  meters  would  be  10  x  10. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  thought  you  said  100  meters  square. 

The  Chairman.  It  says  100  meters  square.  I  mean,  I  do  not 
know — is  interpretation  

Mr.  Sheetz.  10  meters  x  10  meters  
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The  Chairman.  I  do  not  know  what  it  would  be. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  You  would  be  hard-pressed  to  put  38  prisoners  in 
there,  or  38  patients  in  there. 

The  Chairman.  So  is  that  the  sole  reason  it  was  debunked,  or  is 
there  another  reason? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Number  8682  is  not  on  our  list  of  cases  to  be  exam- 
ined today. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  familiar  with  it,  does  it  ring  a  bell? 
Mr.  Sydow.  I  am  remotely  familiar,  I'm  not  familiar  enough  to 
talk  about  it. 

The  Chairman.  It  does  not  ring  a  bell?  Maybe  you  could  check  it 
out  and  we  could  go  over  it  tomorrow  just  so  I  could  understand  it, 
because  it  is  part  of  this  Hanoi  grouping.  It  is  number  8682,  if  you 
could  check  that.  Let  me  turn  your  attention  

Senator  Smith.  I  think  that  is  in  the  list,  Gary.  Number  8682. 

Mr.  Sydow.  It  may  be  it's  listed  under  a  different  number  on  the 
page.  Okay,  I'm  sorry. 

The  Chairman.  If  we  could  check  that  one,  let  me  direct  your  at- 
tention to  

Mr.  Sydow.  It's  not  on  the  15  July  memo  from  Mr.  Codinha. 

The  Chairman.  What  about  number  10675?  10675,  under  analy- 
sis. This  is  March  1986,  a  hearsay  sighting.  In  early  1985,  the 
source  visited  an  acquaintance  in  the  MOl  general  department  of 
security  who  told  him  there  was  in  the  works  the  transfer  of  custo- 
dy of  American  prisoners  from  MND  to  the  MOI. 

The  acquaintance  told  him  that  he  had  participated  in  an  inspec- 
tion of  potential  sites  to  hold  the  prisoners. 

The  locations  selected  were  in  an  underground  facility,  under  the 
MOI  institute  of  criminal  science  and  under  Ho  Chi  Minh  mausole- 
um. A  year  later,  there  were  still  Americans  being  held  in  these 
places.  So  yet  again,  you  have  yet  another  report  of  an  under- 
ground facility  near  Ho  Chi  Minh — more  people.  What  happened  to 
that  report? 

What  is  the  DIA  explanation  for  all  these  different  people  hear- 
ing about  a  transfer  or  referring  to  an  underground  facility?  I 
mean,  is  there  not  a  high  level  of  curiosity  sparked  by  so  many  dif- 
ferent people  from  different  places,  Cambodia,  somebody  over  here, 
out  of  harm's  way  referring  to  an  underground  facility? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  just  posit  one  possible  explanation. 
There  have  been  several  questions  today  about  motive.  It  would  be 
nice  if  we  could  go  into  motive  with  each  of  these  people,  but  that 
sometimes  is  not  possible,  but  it's  common  knowledge  

The  Chairman.  Sir,  excuse  me  for  interrupting  you,  but  there  is 
no  reason  not  to  express  a  motive  here.  If  you  have  a  sense  of 
motive,  it  would  help  shed  light  on  part  of  your  analysis  as  well  as 
on  reality  here. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Exactly.  I'm  saying  that  by  way  of  saying  this  is 
not  something — this  is  not  a  conclusion  that  is  arrived  at  scientifi- 
cally. But  it's  my  impression — it's  more  than  an  impression.  My 
discussions  with  people  of  all  walks  of  life  in  Vietnam,  it's  common 
knowledge  there  that  the  United  States  uses  satellite  imagery 
among  other  techniques  for  verifying  information. 

And  if  you're  going  to  be  telling  a  story,  particularly  if  you're  not 
a  very  sophisticated  storyteller,  one  idea  that  might  come  to  mind 


127 


is  that  you  describe  your  POW  facility  as  being  underground,  confi- 
dent that  American  intelligence  cannot  confirm  or  refute  that  with 
their  aerial  imagery. 

The  Chairman.  What  other  motive  would  there  be  for  somebody 
who  is  a  publisher  of  a  children's  magazine?  I  mean,  I  can  see  some 
motives,  I  do  not  know.  You  have  not  discussed  them  at  all,  but  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  somebody  who  hates  the  Vietnamese  Gov- 
ernment would  love  to  stir  up  the  waters  and  put  the  word  out, 
hey,  they  are  still  holding  your  people  and  go  at  it.  That  is  one 
motive,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  that's  a  possible  motive.  But  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  the  best  of  my  ability  to  recall,  the  only  people 
who've  had  angry  words  to  say  about — the  only  sources  who  have 
had  angry  words  to  say  about  the  Vietnamese  Government  are 
people  who  had  been  affiliated  or  apparently  were  affiliated  in  one 
way  or  another  with  the  Vietnamese  Government  for  some  period 
of  time.  And  in  my  personal  judgment,  there's  some  question  as  to 
whether  they've  ever  severed  that  tie. 

But  other  motives  which — one  case  that  I  had  several  years  ago, 
was  a  woman  who  had  come  to  the  States.  Well,  she  left  Vietnam 
by  boat  with  her  children.  Her  husband  was  still  in  reeducation. 
Well,  in  the  Philippines  and  having  been  in  the  Philippines,  as  I 
recall,  for  a  prolonged  period  of  time,  as  I  recall,  in  excess  of  a 
year,  she  responded  to — she  approached  one  of  our  debriefers  when 
he  visited  the  camp  and  she  described  how  she  had  observed  a 
group  of  American  prisoners  of  war  on  a  work  detail  near  the 
prison  where  her  husband  was  in  reeducation. 

Later  her  husband — she  came  to  the  States.  Later,  her  husband 
got  out.  He  also  came  to  the  States  and  I  went  out  to  interview  her 
and  was  accompanied  by  a  polygraph  operator  and  she  failed  the 
polygraph.  But  this  was  one  of  those  cases  where  we  did  try  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  motive  and  the  woman  was  quite  tearful.  But 
she  didn't  acknowledge  that  the  polygraph  had  accurate — was  ac- 
curate, but  she — I  asked — I  forget  exactly. 

Well,  I  phrased  the  question  along  the  terms,  why  would  some- 
one wish  to  tell  us  a  false  story  on  POW's,  and  her  response  was  to 
the  effect  that,  well,  she  couldn't  speak  for  others.  But  one  thought 
that  comes  to  mind  was  you  might  find  refugees  stranded  in  the 
refugee  camp  somewhere  in  the  Pacific  for  a  prolonged  period  of 
time.  They  see  their  children  growing  older  without  schooling. 
They're  living  in  very  poor  conditions  and  you  know,  they  may 
become  desperate  for  a  way  to  get  their  file  to  the  top  of  the  proc- 
essing list  and  it  might  occur  to  them  that  if  they  were  to  say  that 
they  had  knowledge  of  POW's,  somebody  would  have  to  pull  their 
file  and  when  they  pulled  their  file,  and  when  they  put  the  file 
back  they  would  put  it  back  on  top  of  the  stack. 

I  think  she  was  telling  me  that  that's  what  she  did  and  yes, 
you're  correct.  There  are  many  motives  and  some  of  the  motives 
are,  I  think,  in  most  cases,  the  motives  are  not  sinister.  They  are 
motives  that  are  easily  understandable  and  it's  easy  to  sympathize 
with  the  person  if  you  know  enough  about  the  person  in  the 
present  circumstances  at  the  time  they  tell  the  story.  But  that 
doesn't  change  the  fact  that  the  story  is  false. 
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The  Chairman.  But  let  me  say  that  the  record  will  show  a  great- 
er amplification  than  we  have  had  time  to  go  into  here  of  your 
background  analysis  of  some  of  these  people.  I  fmd  some  of  them 
more  extensive  than  others,  obviously,  and  in  some  cases,  you  went 
back  two  or  three  times  and  you  had  considerable  cross-checking  of 
things  they  said  and  that  has  not  really  come  out  as  clearly  here. 

At  the  same  time,  I  fmd  that  the  Citadel  issue  is  a  disturbing 
one.  I  just  think  it  sorts  of  hangs  there  and  it  ought  to  be  resolved 
by  going  in  there  and  by  getting  the  answers,  if  you  have  got  seven 
or  eight  reports  that  are  sitting  there  outstanding. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  agree.  But  I  think  the  thing  that  concerns 
me  about  that  is  that  I  wouldn't  want  us,  the  committee,  the 
people  in  our  office  and  the  public  to  get  unrealistically  high  expec- 
tations that  we  will  get  into  the  ministry  of  national  defense  head- 
quarters. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  think  the  key  here  is  offering  them  the 
reports  themselves  and  saying  this  is  why  these — refer  to  these 
cases.  This  is  very  clearly  why,  I  think,  that  the  live  sighting  re- 
ports that  we  communicated  to  the  Vietnamese  are  a  first  order  of 
priority  with  respect  to  the  committee  and  there  are  109,  is  that 
correct,  that  are  unresolved? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  As  of  today,  110. 

The  Chairman.  110  unresolved.  And  we  said  it  to  the  Vietnam- 
ese Ambassador  very  recently  that  these  110  reports  are  critical,  a 
very  important  part  of  the  resolution  of  this  process.  Senator 
Grassley  is  now  here,  so  what  I  would  like  to  do  is  turn  to 
Viengxay  and  let  Senator  Grassley  present  some  questions  with  re- 
spect to  Viengxay. 

Senator  Smith.  May  I  ask  one  quick  question  while  Chuck  is  get- 
ting ready? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  go  ahead. 

Senator  Smith.  A  final  point  on  it.  Analytically,  tell  me,  or  ex- 
plain to  me  from  an  analytical  viewpoint  why  it  is  that  something 
like  a  prison  facility,  an  underground  prison  facility  would  appear 
in  that  many  reports,  whatever  it  is,  seven  or  eight  reports  or  more 
over  a  period  of  about  15  years  without  any  correlation  to  each 
other  in  terms  of  the  sources?  In  other  words,  we  don't  know  or  we 
don't  have  any  evidence  that  the  sources  knew  each  other,  talked 
to  each  other,  or  worked  with  each  other? 

From  an  analytical  viewpoint,  why  would  that  happen?  Why 
would  it  happen  that  they  are  talking  about  an  underground  facili- 
ty— prison  facility  in  that  location?  Why  did  they  turn  up  in  that 
many  reports,  that  specific  point?  They  did  not  say  they  were  in  a 
cave  in  Timbuktu,  they  just  said  here  is  where  they  are  and  they 
all  said  it  independently  of  each  other.  Give  me  an  analytical 
reason  why  that  would  happen? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  sought  out  many  sources  over  the  years  who 
lived  and  worked  in  that  area.  Those  sources  that  we've  sought  out 
have  no  knowledge  of  an  underground  facility  there  and,  in  fact, 
believe  that  there  is  no  such  thing.  Now,  seven  people,  I  believe, 
using  your  figure,  have  chosen  for  one  reason  or  another  to  tell  us 
that  story.  Now  why  they  would  tell  us  that  story  if  there  is  no 
prison  there,  I  don't  know. 
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I  would  suggest  that  one  possible  reason  is  as  I  mentioned  earli- 
er. If  you  believe  that  the  United  States  is  going  to  use  satellite  im- 
agery or  some  other  type  of  overhead  imagery  to  check  out  your 
story,  it's  best  to  put  the  prison  underground.  That  makes  it  more 
difficult  for  the  U.S.  to  deal  with  the  information. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Grassley. 

Senator  Grassley.  Yes.  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  get  

The  Chairman.  Before  you  go  on  to  Viengxay,  let  me  just  finish 
one  other  thing  I  have. 

Senator  Grassley.  Also,  I  have  got  three  general  questions  I 
want  to  ask  before  I  get  into  that  myself. 

The  Chairman.  John,  the  total  number  of  reports  that  are  con- 
tained in  the  Citadel  are  what,  seven? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Within  the  area  we've  been  talking  about,  13 
source  numbers. 

The  Chairman.  13  source  numbers. 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  what  we've  counted  up. 

The  Chairman.  For  the  Citadel? 

Mr.  McCreary.  For  yes,  the  ministry  of  national  defense  com- 
pound area. 

The  Chairman.  Now  outside  the  Citadel  and  Hanoi  as  a  whole, 
how  many  flags  make  up  the  cluster? 
Mr.  McCreary.  70 — 70  source  files. 

The  Chairman.  70  source  files  for  Hanoi  itself.  Now,  my  question 
to  you  is,  dealing  with  Hanoi  and  with  these  70  reports,  and  with 
the  13  as  to  the  Citadel,  do  they  have  a  consequence?  Do  they  have 
weight  in  terms  of  your  analysis?  Do  they  mean  something  to  you 
as  a  grouping  or  are  they  meaningless  as  a  grouping?  What  is  your 
analysis? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  like  to  look  back  at  the  Hanoi  cluster  and  in 
general.  Once  we've  established  that  Hoa  Lo  can  be  two  and  not 
one  facility,  we  have  16  reports  on  the  main  facility,  that  we  knew 
as  Hanoi  Hilton.  We  have  15  reports  on  the  Bang  Liet  facility 
which  you  visited  in  April. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  of  the  70? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I'm  not  talking  your  numbers.  I'm  talking,  looking  at 
our  database  in  toto. 

The  Chairman.  Looking  at  your  database,  you  have  15  that  refer 
to  the  prison  that  we  visited? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Those  are  very  close  to  our  numbers.  We  are 
aware  of  the  annex  to  Hoa  Lo  prison,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  other  place  is  the  Hanoi  Hilton? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Thai's  correct,  sir.  The  next  place  of  interest  is  the 
Ly  Nam  De  Street  which  we  know  very  well  and  we've  discussed 
earlier  this  morning  to  exclude  the  MND  area.  When  you  get  down 
to  the  MND  area,  you  get  a  variety  of  reporting  in  the  Hanoi  clus- 
ter. 

The  Chairman.  MND  area  meaning  what,  for  those  who  are  un- 
aware of  it? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Well,  if  it  will  not  confuse  everybody  totally,  the 
Citadel,  that  location,  the  Vietnamese  Pentagon. 
The  Chairman.  The  MND  area. 
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Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  a  variety  of  themes  in  the  Hanoi  area:  that 
there's  a  location  where  there  are  stored  remains;  POW's  have 
been  transferred  from  Hanoi  to  Sontay;  indeed,  an  underground  fa- 
ciUty;  indeed  tunnels;  indeed,  that  there's  a  black  American  freely 
roaming  the  city,  two  or  three.  In  all  of  that  reporting  is  a  handful 
of  reports  that  a  POW  was  transferred  to  China;  that  a  POW  was 
transferred  to  Russia,  only  at  the  level  of  two  or  three  reports  as 
we  see  in  our  database. 

I  have  looked  at  some  other  issues  that  the  cluster  theorists  have 
raised  throughout  Indochina,  chains,  10  reports  in  some  areas  of 
North  Vietnam.  I  would  say  characterizing  it  as  a  lead,  that  it's  a 
lead  that's  down  the  scale  of  priority.  I  find  higher  priority  targets 
to  look  at  in  the  pursuit  of  POW  information. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  share  those  with  us? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Bang  Liet  is  certainly  at  the  top  of  my  list. 

The  Chairman.  So  Bang  Liet  which  we  visited  is  a  higher  priori- 
ty area. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Indeed. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  satisfied  now  that  Bang  Liet  has  been 
adequately  visited? 
Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  because  you  believe  there  are  other  areas 
there  yet  to  investigate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  You  were  specifically  lied  to.  I  have  not  received  con- 
firmation that  you  visited  areas  that  might  provide  additional  in- 
formation. We  know  for  instance  that  a  couple  of  yachtsmen  were 
in  Bang  Liet  in  the  early  1980s.  You  were  told  that  that  was  not 
true.  You  were  told  that  there  were  10  U.S.  POW's  held  there 
during  wartime.  There  were,  in  fact,  about  50  POW's  held  there 
during  wartime.  I  assumed  that  you  were  given  freedom  of  access 
to  the  place.  I  noted  the  handwriting  that  you  discovered  and  I 
look  forward  to  the  evidence  that  you  were  able  to  uncover. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  aware  that  the  individual  who  said  10 
was  the  lower-level  person  in  charge  of  moving  us  around  in  the 
prison? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean,  in  fact,  I  think  they  contradicted  them- 
selves. I  did  not  look  at  it  as  being  lied  to.  I  frankly  looked  at  it 
as — you  have  different  levels  of  information  because  I  did  not  think 
they  knew  particularly  what  was  going  on.  One  person  said  to  us 
there  were  about  15  to  20  people.  Another  person  said  there  were 
only  10  or  so  people  in  the  prison. 

We  counted  more  than  that  in  the  prison  very  quickly,  so  I  am 
not  trying  to  protect  anybody.  I  just  do  not  particularly  feel  I  was 
lied  to.  I  just  thought  they  did  not  really  know  at  that  level  very 
much  about  what  may  have  been  history  of  what  was  going  on. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  make  a  note  on  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  might  also  add,  if  I  could  just  say  to  you  that 
we  were  initially  denied  access  to  a  certain  portion  of  the  prison, 
and  it  was  only  through  2  hours  of  negotiation  and  telephone  calls 
to  Hanoi  that  the  other  area  was  opened  up  to  us. 

I  might  add  that  no  guards  and  nobody  left  our  vicinity  while  we 
were  there  and  when  we  went  into  the  further  area  of  the  prison. 
Senator  Smith,  myself.  Senator  Brown  and  Senator  Grassley,  we 
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were  given  permission  to  open  any  cell  we  wanted  to  at  random 
and  we  did  and,  in  fact,  people  were  in  there,  but  all  of  them  were 
Vietnamese. 

So  we,  in  fact,  thought  we  had  even  a  fresher  visit  than  one 
might  normally  get  because  the  initial  denial  meant  they  did  not 
expect  us  to  go  to  certain  areas.  We  wound  up  going  to  them 
anyway,  and  I  was  fairly  impressed  by  that  aspect  of  it.  There  was 
no  building  there  that  we  did  not  look  at.  There  may  have  been 
something  underground,  but  Til  tell  you,  there  was  not  much  indi- 
cation of  the  capacity  for  it  to  have  existed  either. 

Now,  Senator  Grassley. 

Senator  Grassley.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman.  First  of  all  I  want  to  start 
out  with  a  request  that  cannot  be  answered  right  now,  but  I  would 
like  to  have  somebody  with  the  Department  of  Defense  look  into  it, 
and  maybe  get  an  answer  back  today  or  tomorrow.  This  is  in 
regard  to  a  file  that  is  not  in  this  room  752. 

The  Chairman.  705. 

Senator  Grassley.  705.  It  is  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Borden,  Jr.  The 
number  is  T-90.  We  have  T-89  and  T-91  files  there,  but  we  do  not 
have  the  T-90  file.  Dash  551180848Z.  I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
situation  is  on  that  file. 

And,  if  there  is  some  reason  that  the  family  cannot  see  every- 
thing that  our  Government  knows  about  that  case,  I  would  like  to 
know  why.  Because  I  hope  that  there  is  not  any  reason  that  the 
family  cannot  see  everything  that  our  Government  knows  about 
that  case. 

I  want  to  start  out  before  I  get  to  Viengxay  with  a  question  that 
the  chairman  was  asking  that  deals  with  this  subject  of  motivation 
because  I  want  to  get  into  it  just  a  little  bit  deeper.  It  has  been  said 
here  today  that  no  alleged  sighting  of  U.S.  prisoners  has  been  de- 
termined to  be  valid,  is  that  correct? 

[Information  on  Robert  Borden  was  provided  to  the  Committee.] 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  we  would  say  

Senator  Grassley.  At  least  after  Homecoming. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  not  found  it  compelling.  There  are  pieces  of 
information,  but  we  have  not  found  them  compelling. 

Senator  Grassley.  Well,  that  means  that  1,584  alleged  first-hand 
witnesses  and  2,754  second-  and  third-hand  witnesses  are,  for  some 
reason,  giving  us  bogus  information.  And  I  know  that  that  is  a  very 
generalized  statement,  but  it  is  close  to  accurate  I  hope. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  I  think  there  is  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
statistics.  The  pie  chart  there  was  put  up  here  this  morning.  The 
largest  portion  of  that  pie  chart  was,  I  can't  recall  the  exact  per- 
cent. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  70  percent. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  70  percent  of  those  1,500-odd  reports  have  been 
correlated  to  specific  individuals  or  groups  of  individuals.  I  think 
also  this  morning  there  was  a  misunderstanding  that  the  only  re- 
ports, post-Homecoming  reports,  that  have  been  correlated  to  an  in- 
dividual, were  those  correlated  to  Robert  Garwood. 

That  is  not  the  case.  There  were  approximately  70  Americans 
who  were  stranded  in  Vietnam  at  the  end  of — in  1975.  We  have  re- 
ceived many,  many  reports  concerning  those.  There  was  the  gentle- 
man who  tried  to  sneak  in  to  Vietnam  after  the  communists  took 
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over  to  pick  up  his  family.  We  have  a  number  of  reports  on  him. 
We  have  yachtsmen  who  inadvertently  wandered  into  Vietnam  ter- 
ritorial waters  and  found  themselves  in  jail.  We  have  many  reports 
on  them.  We  have  drug  smugglers  who  found  themselves  in  Viet- 
namese territory. 

Senator  Grassley.  Then  let  me  narrow  it  to  alive  persons  held 
against  their  will. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay,  then  we  are  talking  about,  since  70  percent 
are  people  that  are  accounted  for,  another  3  percent  we  have  corre- 
lated by  name  to  unaccounted  for  persons,  that  leaves  us  with  27 
percent.  27  percent  of  that  1,500-odd  reports  have  any  potential  of 
referring  to  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  none  of  those  27  percent  have 
been  found  to  describe  a  prisoner  of  war  from  the  Vietnam  War. 

Senator  Grassley.  None  of  them. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  None  of  them. 

Senator  Grassley.  So,  what  you  are  saying  is,  none  of  the  live 
sighting  reports  of  an  American  held  against  their  will,  are  valid. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  am  saying  that  none  of  the  27  percent  that  have 
not  been  correlated  to  specific  individuals  correlate  to  an  American 
POW. 

Mr.  Gray.  Senator,  after  Homecoming  in  1973,  American  civilian 
pilot,  Emmet  Kay,  was  captured.  We  have  many,  many  reports  of 
Emmet  Kay  in  captivity.  He  was  held  against  his  will.  In  1974,  two 
tourists  in  southern  Laos  were  captured  by  the  Pathet  Lao  and 
held  against  their  will.  We  have  many,  many  reports  of  those  indi- 
viduals so  people  were  seen  in  captivity. 

The  Chairman.  Would  my  colleague  yield  just  for  a  moment. 

Senator  Grassley.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  interesting  to  me  is,  and  it  hits  me  as 
you  answered  his  questions,  that  where  you  have  live  people,  Gar- 
wood, Emmet  Kay,  and  so  forth.  You  have  had  many  reports,  is 
that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  In  each  where  somebody  has  turned  out  to  be 
alive  and  these  are  all  identifiable  circumstances,  there  were  many 
reports.  But  in  these  other  cases  you  really  do  have  only  a  sprin- 
kling in  comparison. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Analytically,  is  that  taken  into  account?  I  mean, 
does  that  begin  to  say  to  you  there  is  pattern  also  with  respect  to 
where  there  are  live  people?  That  because  of  the  nature  of  the  soci- 
ety— I  mean,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  am  not  looking  for  ways  to  undo 
this.  I  am  looking  for  ways  to  understand  it. 

But  given  my  knowledge  of  the  country  and  my  visits  back  there, 
I  am  always — you  know,  you  cannot  walk  into  a  village  without  the 
entire  village  knowing  you  are  there  like  that.  And  half  of  them 
coming  to  greet.  And,  in  Hanoi,  even  where  it  is  a  little  more  so- 
phisticated and  there  are  more  travelers  and  foreigners,  there  is 
still,  you  know,  there  is  a  communications  network,  verbally  that,  I 
think,  passes  fast  in  these  things,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  we  can  even  develop  this  thesis  fur- 
ther. You  start  with  Robert  Garwood.  We  have  approximately  400 
reports  not  only  of  the  Yen  Bai  area,  but  also  throughout  the  coun- 
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try.  90  percent  to  95  percent  of  those  reports  give  us  enough  specif- 
ic detail  to  identify  the  activities  of  the  man,  his  name,  the  cloth- 
ing he  wore,  his  sandals. 

If  you  look  throughout  the  war,  and  since  wartime,  you  will  find 
that  all  reporting  mimics  that.  We  have  a  shootdown  incident  that 
involved  two  of  our  planes  shot  down  by  a  MiG,  REFNO  919  and 
920.  That  was  reported  from  the  south  of  Haiphong  area.  We  have 
a  total  of  16  reports.  One  hearsay,  all  correlated  to  this  incident. 

In  1972  we  had  another  incident  that  had  some  particular  char- 
acteristics in  the  Haiphong  area.  That  was  reported  by  16  first- 
hand observers  and  4  hearsay  observers.  I  am  sure  there  may  be 
additional  hearsay  reports  which  mimic  that  report. 

After  1975,  when  American  civilians  got  swept  up  in  the  takeov- 
er of  South  Vietnam,  there  was  a  group  of  pastors  and  medical  mis- 
sionaries who  were  captured,  taken  to  North  Vietnam  and  exam- 
ined. We  have  33  first-hand  reports,  3  hearsay. 

That  is  a  high  level  of  reporting.  Whenever  you  have  an  individ- 
ual out  in  the  open  among  the  Vietnamese  populace,  we  are  going 
to  get  reporting,  significant  numbers  of  reporting.  One  might  even 
say,  clusters,  if  one  were  not  to  misuse  the  word,  which  reflect  the 
activities  of  those  people  who  were  captured. 

We  have  another  individual  who  is  somewhat  like  the  aforemen- 
tioned Garwood  who  lived  with  his  wife  in  the  lower  delta.  And 
after  the  public  security  service  began  looking  for  him  he  hid  in  a 
church.  We  have  32  first-hand  and  28  hearsay  reports  of  that.  A 
level  of  about  60  reports. 

I  have  mentioned  Garwood  and  the  1975-79,  principally  1975-79 
period.  In  the  1983  period,  we  had  two  adventurers,  one  American 
and  one  British,  who  thought  that  Captain  Kidd's  treasure  could  be 
found  on  Phu  Quoc  Island.  These  men  were  arrested,  they  were 
taken  to — one  of  them  was  taken  to  Saigon.  They  were  interrogat- 
ed over  a  period  of  time.  We  have  11  first-hand  and  5  hearsay  re- 
ports of  those  two  individuals. 

In  the  1989  period,  a  topic  that  was  addressed  in  the  brief  this 
morning,  we  have  an  alleged  drug  trafficker  who  pops  up  on  the 
South  China  Sea.  To  date  we  have  possibly  2  first-hand  sightings 
and  5  hearsay  sightings.  When  you  look  at  the  clustering  of  reports 
of  real  people  in  real  locations  with  real  details,  it  tells  you  a  story. 

The  converse  is,  when  you  have  vague  reporting,  scattered  in  a 
variety  of  locations  or  times,  implies  that  there  is  no  such  reality 
there. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you.  Senator  Grassley. 

Senator  Grassley.  I  thank  you  for  helping  that  to  be  clarified. 
You  remind  me  of  the  Robert  Garwood  situation  and  the  Garwood 
reports.  Were  Garwood  reports  considered  valid  before  he  walked 
out?  Didn't  DIA  claim  that  no  American  was  in  captivity  in  Viet- 
nam when  clearly  there  was? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  was  in  the  shop  when  those  first  reports  started 
coming  in.  My  recollection  is  that  the  analyst  that  was  responsible 
for  those  cases  was  convinced  that  they  dealt  with  a  real  person. 
He  was  also  convinced  that  it  would  probably  turn  out  to  be  Robert 
Garwood,  although  he  had  no  specific  evidence  to  support  that. 
And  it  ultimately  proved  to  be  Robert  Garwood.  And  I  would  also 
correct — many  people  refer  to  Robert  Garwood  as  being  a  POW. 
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The — I  have  talked  to  several  people  over  the  last  5  months  who 
had  either  direct  or  hearsay  knowledge  of  Robert  Garwood's  activi- 
ties while  he  was  in  North  Vietnam  and  they  described  him  as  a 
person  who  has  complete  and  total  freedom. 

He  had  a  ration  card.  He  used  his  ration  card  to  purchase  con- 
sumer items  and  sold  them  for  profit.  He  was  a  notorious  womaniz- 
er and  was  regarded  as  eccentric  by  some  Vietnamese.  And  they 
strove  for  quite  some  time  to  persuade  him  that  he  would  be  hap- 
pier going  home  and  eventually  he  asked  to  come  home,  in  writing, 
and  they  approved  it.  Now  that  is  what  the  people  that  I  am  talk- 
ing to  in  Vietnam  tell  me  about  Robert  Garwood. 

Voice:  Well,  isn't  it  accurate  also,  if  I  can  just  interrupt,  that  in 
his  first  interviews  he  denied  that  there  were  any  Americans  there. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  sir.  From  1979  to  1984,  Robert  Garwood  steadfastly 
maintained  that  he  knew  of  no  American  prisoners  of  war.  One 
family  member,  actually  a  couple,  told  me  that  he  had  confided  in 
them  that  he  was  aware  of  a  couple  of  other  Americans  who  had 
chosen  to  stay  there  like  himself,  but  he  had  given  them  his  prom- 
ise not  to  divulge  their  identity. 

Senator  Grassley.  Is  it  your  desire  to  continue? 

Voice.  I  think  if  we  can  go  into  Viengxay.  Do  you  want  to  do 
that.  Senator? 

Senator  Grassley.  I  have  one  more  general  question  that  I  would 
like  to  ask  Mr.  Sheet. 
The  Chairman.  It  is  your  floor.  Senator. 

Senator  Grassley.  Okay.  But  if  you  want  to  break  up  before  I  get 
to  my  part  of  it,  I  will  defer  to  you,  however  you  want  to  do  it.  You 
have  got  to  make  sure  we  get  our  job  done. 

The  Chairman.  Well  the  key  is,  we  have  got  to  go  more  into 
Viengxay  to  get  our  job  done.  So,  if  you  want  to  do  that  now,  that 
would  be  helpful  then  we  can  get  a  sense  of  how  much  we  have  left 
for  tomorrow. 

Senator  Grassley.  Okay.  Mr.  Sheetz,  this  is  in  regard  to  the 
three-pilot  photo.  I  understand  the  source  of  that  photo  in  your 
view  was  a  December  1989  issue  of  a  magazine.  This  committee  has 
received  information  recently  that  the  three-pilot  photo  was  given 
to  a  U.S.  official  at  refugee  campsite  2,  in  Thailand,  in  1988.  This 
was  of  course  a  year  in  advance  of  the  issue  of  the  magazine. 

The  individual  who  gave  us  that  information  is  a  U.S.  official 
who  received  it  from  a  refugee  in  1988.  Do  you  have  any  comment 
on  that? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  do  not,  but  Warren  Gray,  who  has  worked  this  case 
straight  through,  perhaps  may  have. 

Mr.  Gray.  In  all  the  folks  I  talked  to  in  Site  2,  there  was  never 
any  indication  that  that  photo  was  available  in  1988.  Not  at  all.  We 
also  talked  to  the  sources  in  Cambodia  who  sent  that  photo  out  and 
the  sources  in  Thailand  who  received  it  and  made  distribution. 
They  all  indicated  that  the  first  indication  of  that  photo,  in  their 
hands,  was  mid-1990  and  after. 

Senator  Grassley.  Okay.  Well,  all  I  would  ask  you  to  do  at  this 
point,  because — would  be  to  take  a  look  at  what  we  have  received 
and  give  us  a  response  as  soon  as  possible.  And  I  want  to  make 
very  clear  that  I  am  not  trying  to  debunk  your  analysis.  The  infor- 
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mation  will  do  that  if  it  stands.  Nor  am  I  trying  to  suggest  that  the 
photo  is  or  is  not  a  fraud. 

But  I  am  sure  that  we  can  all  agree  that  we  should  get  a  re- 
sponse from  you  so  I  want  to  turn  that  information  over  and  share 
it  with  you  and  ask  you  to  respond  to  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  move  on  now  to  the  portion  that  I  assumed 
responsibility  for  here.  One  of  the  areas  to  examine  is  in  northeast 
Laos,  specifically  the  area  called  Viengxay.  The  wartime  headquar- 
ters of  the  Laotian  communists.  Viengxay  is  located  in  the  remote 
and  rugged  mountains  of  the  Houaphan  Province  in  northeastern 
Laos. 

During  the  war  the  Laotians  and  their  communist  leadership 
lived  in  caves  to  avoid  allied  bombing  attacks.  The  region  was  a 
major  supplier  for  Vietnamese  forces  operating  in  Laos.  U.S.  intel- 
ligence reports  during  the  war  indicated  that  pilots  lost  in  Laos 
were  not  always  taken  to  Hanoi  for  imprisonment.  Some  of  them 
remained  in  Laos. 

Since  the  war,  over  90  sources  have  reported  that  they  saw  or 
heard  about  Americans  in  captivity  in  Houaphan  Province.  So,  the 
reports  group  around  the  locations  of  six  known  prisons  in  that 
province.  These  all  fall  under  the  Houaphan  provincial  prison  ad- 
ministration. 35  of  these  reports  were  obtained  from  people  from 
Viengxay.  13  of  the  reports  are  alleged  eye-witness  sighting  and  22 
are  second-  or  third-hand,  or  hearsay  reports. 

In  examining  the  sighting  reports,  some  patterns  emerge.  The 
sighting  reports  are  fairly  evenly  distributed  among  and  between 
those  dated  in  the  1970's  and  those  dated  in  the  1980's.  The 
number  of  persons  observed  in  the  reports  vary.  Between  Home- 
coming and  the  Chinese  invasion  of  Vietnam  in  February  1979,  the 
up  limit  of  sightings  is  six. 

In  the  1980's,  after  tensions  between  Vietnam  and  China  began 
to  ease,  the  upper  limit  and  most  commonly  reported  numbers  in 
the  sightings  range  between  10  and  12,  about  double  the  number 
held  in  the  previous  decade. 

The  most  recent  firsthand  live  sightings  received  from  Viengxay 
are  dated  1986.  The  sources  have  been  consistent  in  reporting  that 
the  alleged  POW's  are  held  apart.  One  source  said  they  were  kept 
in  a  forbidden  zone  in  a  part  of  the  camp.  Most  often  the  prisoners 
are  reported  to  be  held  in  caves.  Just  over  half  of  the  sightings  in 
Viengxay  are  made  by  persons  providing  services  to  the  prison,  in- 
cluding guards  and  trustees  on  work  details. 

About  half  the  time  the  alleged  POW's  are  seen  while  the  al- 
leged POW's  are  on  work  details,  or  bathing,  or  otherwise  outside 
the  caves.  Sightings  in  medical  clinics  also  occur.  The  descriptions 
of  the  prisoners  vary.  Most  often  they  are  in  some  kind  of  prison 
uniform  and  under  armed  guard  in  conditions  of  captivity,  even  if 
not  shackled  or  manacled.  These  are  some  of  the  apparent  patterns 
that  one  might  interpret  from  the  reports. 

Now  I  would  like  to  turn  to  the  resolution  of  these  files  by  DIA. 
Of  the  13  firsthand  live  sightings,  DIA  has  judged  8  as  fabrications, 
2  are  tentatively  fabrications,  2  are  judged  to  be  Caucasians,  but 
not  Americans,  and  one  was  judged  to  be  a  returned  American  ci- 
vilian pilot.  I  understand  that  none  of  the  hearsay  reports  was 
evaluated. 
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Moreover,  DIA  analysts  have  not  found  any  alleged  sightings  of 
Americans  in  captivity  in  Viengxay  to  be  credible.  It  is  that  posi- 
tion which  needs  to  be  examined  against  the  apparent  patterns 
that  I  referred  to  which  DIA  does  not  recognize.  The  DIA  determi- 
nation that  all  of  these  sources  were  either  mistaken  or  fabricated, 
seem  inconsistent  with  other  information  from  this  region.  This 
blow-up  of  a  declassified  report,  indicates  that  on  15  November 
1979,  the  Lao  government  authorities  moved  400  captured  Thai  ir- 
regulars and  3  U.S.  prisoners  to  Vientiane. 

From  there  these  403  persons  were  to  be  moved  to  southern  Laos 
to  work  in  the  mines.  Other  sources  have  reported  the  movement 
of  prisoners  in  1979  from  Viengxay  to  other  parts  of  Laos.  Thus  at 
least  two  separate  intelligence  media  have  reported  that  American 
POW's  allegedly  were  held  in  captivity  near  Viengxay  as  recently 
as  1979. 

I  think.  Senator  Smith,  you  were  going  to  carry  on  from  this 
point,  or  Mr.  McCreary. 

The  Chairman.  The  total  number  of  flags  in  the  Viengxay  clus- 
ter is  how  many? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  total  number  of  reports  that  we  prepared  for 
this  presentation  is  35.  We  posted  fewer  than  that  in  the  Viengxay 
area.  We  posted  a  total  of  42  for  that  province  on  the  map. 

The  Chairman.  42  on  the  map  and  35  were  in  preparation. 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  35  includes  reports  we  have  added  since  we 
first  posted  them. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  are  firsthand? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  have  13.  Of  the  35,  13  firsthand  and  22  hear- 
say. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  gentlemen,  referring  to  the  Viengxay  Prov- 
ince set  of  live  sighting  reports  which  you  have,  without  yet  turn- 
ing to  them  individually  which  we  wanted  to  do,  to  a  certain 
degree,  as  we  did  in  Hanoi,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  generally  for 
your  responses  to  the  Viengsay  issue,  Mr.  Gray. 

Mr.  Gray.  During  the  war,  back  in  1965,  American  POW's  were 
being  held  in  Viengxay.  In  November  1985,  the  Pathet  Lao  admit- 
ted that  they  had  held  American  prisoners  at  Viengxay.  The 
Pathet  Lao  position  in  1985  was  that  no  prisoners  were  held  after 
1973,  after  Homecoming;  that  everyone  in  their  custody  had  been 
moved  to  Vietnam  and  were  returned  home.  They  were  referring 
to  the  nine  Americans,  the  Lulus  that  came  out  of  Laos. 

So  American  POW's  were  held  in  Viengxay.  Now  with  regard  to 
the  other  POW's  who  were  captured  throughout  Laos,  none  of 
those  people  were  moved  through  Houaphan  Province,  the  Pathet 
Lao  headquarters. 

The  Chairman.  The  nine  that  were  returned? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  nine  that  came  back  were  captured  in  either 
Southern  Laos  or  Western  Laos.  Ernie  Brace  in  Western  Laos,  the 
others  in  Southern  Laos.  They  were  not  moved  to  Viengxay.  The 
Pathet  Lao  as  of  the  last  two  years  state  that  it  was  their  position 
to  turn  over  American  POW's  to  the  Vietnamese. 

Now,  the  nine  people  captured  and  returned  were  captured  by 
the  Vietnamese.  The  people  that  went  down  in  the  area  of  Houa- 
phan Province,  Viengxay,  Samneua,  in  that  area,  were  captured  by 
the  Pathet  Lao  and  held  at  the  Pathet  Lao  headquarters,  so  their 
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statement  that  captured  American  POW's  were  turned  over  to  Vi- 
etnamese is  not  quite  true.  They  did  hold  Americans  at  Viengxay. 

After  Homecoming  in  February,  March,  April  1973,  Ernie  Brace 
was  captured,  an  American  civilian  pilot  captured  off  the  Plain  of 
Jars  in  May  1973. 

He  was  captured  and  moved  into  Vietnam  through  Hanoi  and 
back  to  Viengxay  and  held  at  Viengxay  until  September  1974. 
There  is  a  large  body  of  reporting  that  Emmet  Kay  was  in  captiv- 
ity and  some  of  the  reports  you  have  here  correlate  to  Emmet  Kay 
in  captivity  during  that  period  May  1973  through  September  1974. 

When  Emmet  Kay  was  held  in  Viengxay  and  he  was  held  in  the 
caves,  he  had  his  own  special  cave.  He  was  interviewed  by  Soviets, 
Cubans  and  Chinese  while  he  was  held  there.  So  there  were  other 
Caucasian  groups,  other  foreign  groups  in  the  area. 

After  Emmet  Kay  was  released,  there  were — obviously,  Soviets 
were  already  there — and  in  1975,  Soviets  started  arriving  in  the 
Houaphan  Province.  They  set  up  at  the  Samneua  air  field.  Groups 
of  them  went  out  to  Viengxay.  They  worked  throughout  the  prov- 
ince. They  brought  in  medical  experts,  agricultural  experts.  Many, 
many  Soviets  were  observed  throughout  the  area  and  account  for  a 
lot  of  the  clustered  reporting  with  regard  to  Viengxay.  Soviets  were 
there  throughout  the  area.  They  were  seen  by  folks  coming  out  of 
the  area. 

Now,  in  the  last  several  years,  we  have  been  able  to  identify  and 
interview  hundreds  of  refugees  or  residents  of  Houaphan  Province. 
The  majority  of  those  folks  say  there  were  absolutely  no  live  Amer- 
ican POW's  being  held  in  Viengxay  or  in  Houaphan  Province  after 
1973.  That  is  their  position,  the  negative  reporting. 

Those  are  the  reports  that  we  have  obtained,  close  to  200.  When 
you  consider  the  negative  reports  coming  from  the  Joint  Casualty 
Resolution  Center,  talking  to  refugees  in  Thailand  and  coming 
from  our  Stoney  Beach  team,  the  number  of  negative  reports  is 
probably  over,  well  over  600,  probably  close  to  1,000.  People  who 
were  in  that  area  after  1973  who  say  there  were  absolutely  no 
American  POW's  in  that  province. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  turn  your  attention  specifically  to  begin 
with  live  sighting  report  source  447.  This  is  an  affidavit  given  in 
Washington  State,  United  States,  18  August  1980. 

It  is  a  taxi  driver  who  had  worked  at  the  USAID  club.  His  live 
sighting  was  of  December  1975  and  January  1976.  It  is  a  first-hand 
live  sighting.  The  source  was  arrested  in  South  Laos  in  December 
of  1975  for  having  a  U.S.  ID  card  and  was  sent  to  a  prison  camp 
east  of  Viengxay.  The  camp  could  hold  about  100  prisoners  and  had 
a  cave  in  which  the  source  observed  5  Caucasians. 

A  guard  told  the  source  that  they  were  American  pilots.  During 
the  month  that  source  stayed  in  this  location,  he  underwent  inter- 
rogation about  helping  the  Americans.  The  source  swore  that  the 
Americans  wore  a  light  green  uniform  that  appeared  to  be  a  Soviet 
uniform.  They  wore  pieces  of  car  tires  tied  on  their  feet  for  shoes. 
Americans  had  red  rash  on  their  ankles,  were  skinny  and  always 
guarded  by  armed  guards. 

The  source  first  volunteered  his  information  in  December  of  1979 
during  a  refugee  interview.  Source  was  resettled  in  Washington 
State  and  again  volunteered  his  information.  On  30  October  1980 
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and  1  November  1980,  the  source  passed  polygraphs  in  a  Washing- 
ton State  interview. 

On  review,  the  polygraph  results  affirmed  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
Office  of  Special  Investigations.  The  resolution  was,  nationality  not 
determined  and  not  U.S. 

Apparently  there  were  some  discrepancies  in  the  source's  story 
as  he  was  interviewed  and  reinterviewed  over  a  period  of  5  years 
after  he  first  volunteered  the  information.  Other  internees  in  that 
province  did  not  confirm  the  source's  sighting,  so  it  was  judged  that 
he  saw  Soviets  who  were  in  the  area. 

It  is  also  a  possible  suggestion  there  might  have  been  Mennonites 
or  a  U.N.  development  program  team.  So  clearly,  here  is  a  guy,  he 
passes  two  tests,  he  is  in  the  United  States.  What  is  it  about  his 
testimony  that  made  you  determine?  Is  there  something  later  on 
that  appears  that  is  not  on  the  face  of  what  I  read  that  should  help 
us  judge  why  he  would  not  be  credible? 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  I  think  he's  credible  and  I  think  he's  reporting 
that  he  did  indeed  see  Caucasians.  We  think  the  Caucasians  he  ob- 
served were  Soviets  who  were  in  that  area  at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  Now  what  makes  you  say  that?  He  says  they 
were  Americans.  The  guard  told  him  they  were  Americans. 

Mr.  Gray.  He  says  he  was  told  that  they  were  Americans. 

The  Chairman.  So,  you  just — that  is  it?  He  is  wrong.  He  is  right 
about  everything  else,  but  he  is  wrong  that  they  were  Americans? 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  this  source,  in  three  separate  contacts,  changed 
his  story  three  times.  The  first  time — 

The  Chairman.  Well,  that  is  what  I  am  getting  at.  Is  there  some- 
thing that  makes  you  question  him? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  would  question  the  discrepancies  in  the  story.  The 
first  story  

The  Chairman.  Could  you  be  more  specific? 

Mr.  Gray.  He  says  that  he  saw  five  American  pilots  in  a  jail 
near  Viengxay,  and  says  that  he  was  told  by  the  jailor  that  these 
were  American  pilots  and  they  were  going  to  keep  them  to  work  on 
machines. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  come  back  for  a  minute.  Where  does 
it  say  in  the  report — can  you  direct  me  to  the  report? 
He  saw  five  American  pilots  in  a  jail. 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  in  the  initial  letter  that  he  wrote  to  a  member 
of  the  National  League  of  Families. 

The  Chairman.  Correct.  That  is  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Vohden,  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  in  that  letter — let  me  just  read  it,  so  people 
know  what  we  are  talking  about — it  says.  Dear  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Vohden:  Seen  your  letter  of  6  August  1979  that  you  have  send  to 
Mr.  Tongme  village,  that  you  keep  looking  for  your  son.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  write  you  this  letter. 

I  was  in  the  jail  in  Viengxay,  Samneua  Province,  since  December 
1975  to  July  1978.  On  30  December  1975,  I  had  seen  five  American 
pilots,  unknown  names,  in  the  jail,  which  is  15  kilometers  in  the 
north  of  Viengxay. 
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The  said  jail  is  just  400  meters  from  the  jail  where  I  was.  I 
cannot  know  the  five  American  pilots  because  we  were  not  in  the 
same  jail.  The  American  jail  is  in  the  hole  of  the  foothill. 

Now,  the  hole  of  the  foothill  does  not  indicate  to  me  that  it  is  a 
jail.  It  indicates  it  is  a  hole  in  the  foothill,  cave. 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  he  says  jail. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  he  uses  the  word  jail.  If  you  are  held  in  it, 
it  is  a  jail. 

Mr.  Gray.  He  says  15  kilometers  from  Viengxay,  which  is  in  the 
area  of  Samneua. 

The  Chairman.  Correct.  That  is  where  we  visited.  This  commit- 
tee went  there.  There  are  many  caves.  In  fact,  one  of  the  caves  that 
we  walked  into,  which  was  apparently  the  one  where  Shelton 
might  have  been  held  or  so  they  think,  was  an  extraordinary  cave. 
It  had  a  stage  in  it.  It  had  steps  cut  into  it.  It  had — it  could  have 
housed  200  people,  probably  did  at  one  point.  That  was  Viengxay. 

So  now  when  he  says  here,  the  American  jail  is  in  the  hole  of  the 
foothill,  does  that  still  say  to  you  it  is  a  jail  or  is  it  a  hole  in  the 
foothill? 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  he  was  talked  to  later  to  try  to  clarify  that. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  show  me  where — can  you  give  me  any 
specificity  as  to  what  confuses  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  next  time  he  was  interviewed,  he  indicated  that 
he  had  seen  five  Caucasian  prisoners  in  a  cave  3V2  hours  east  of 
Viengxay,  sometime  in  early  January  1976.  He  says  cave  during 
the  next  interview. 

The  Chairman.  Can  any  of  this  have  to  do  with  problems  in  Eng- 
lish? I  mean  he  does  write  in  here,  a  hole.  He  says  jail.  In  the  same 
sentence  as  jail,  he  says  the  jail  is  in  the  hole  of  the  foothill.  So  I 
see  jail  and  cave  as  interlocked.  You  do  not? 

Mr.  Gray.  As  being  the  same.  Sure.  Absolutely.  During  the 
second  contact,  he  indicated  that  he  was  actually  held  at  a  camp 
and  he  observed  these  Caucasians  in  the  cave  nearby. 

During  the  third  contact,  he  indicated  that  he  was  on  the  back  of 
a  truck,  he  was  riding  by — they  went  through  an  area  there, 
Viengxay,  and  near  the  caves,  saw  five  Caucasians.  He  says  he  was 
told  by  the  guards  that  those  were  American  pilots.  So  it  appears 
the  sighting  occurred  in  or  near  the  caves  near  Viengxay. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  how  many  Soviets  were  under  guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  all  Soviets  that  moved  throughout  Houaphan 
Province  had  armed  escorts. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  under  guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  All  Soviets  were  

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  you  say  under  guard.  They  were  escorted  by 
armed  escorts.  That's  a  normal  practice  today;  when  Mennonites 
move  throughout  Laos,  they  have  armed  escorts. 

The  Chairman.  So  it  would  not  be  unusual  for  a  group  of  Soviets 
to  be  under  armed  guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  unusual  at  all,  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  what  about — let  me  just  run  through  this  a 
little  more. 

Senator  Grassley.  What  about  wearing  rubber  tires  for  shoes? 
The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  a  comment  on  that? 
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Senator  Grassley.  If  they  are  Russian  and  they  are  there  moving 
around  freely  in  the  country  with  armed  guards,  what  about  the 
report  of  wearing  parts  of  tires  for  shoes? 

Mr.  Gray.  That  is  not  unusual,  sir,  in  southeast  Asia. 

Senator  Grassley.  For  Russians? 

Mr.  Gray.  Those  kinds  of  shoes  are  in  the  market,  made  of  tires. 
The  Chairman.  I  beg  your  pardon. 
Mr.  Gray.  Made  of  tires. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  suggesting  that  Soviet  soldiers  would 
have  resorted  to  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  He  could  have  seen  Soviet  soldiers,  and  then  the 
source  could  have  embroidered  upon  the  story  to  make  it  sound 
like  prisoners.  You  can  accept  100  percent  of  what  a  source  tells 
you.  You  can  accept  none  of  it.  You  can  evaluate  it  as  part  of  it 
being  accurate  and  part  not  being  accurate. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  comment.  These  shoes  made  of  tires 
are  the  traditional,  what  is  called  in  the  States  the  Ho  Chi  Minh 
sandal.  It  was  popular  among  U.S.  troops  when  we  were  there. 
You'll  still  see  people  today,  Westerners  in  Vietnam,  who  wear  it. 
Some  think  it's  cute.  Some  think  it's  comfortable.  But  it's  not  an 
uncommon  sight. 

Mr.  Gray.  He  also  says  the  prisoners  wore  green  uniforms.  The 
Soviets,  according  to  reports,  wore  either  blue  or  olive  drab  uni- 
forms, which  may  account  for  the  green  uniforms. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  I  gather  in  your  report,  you  subsequently 
said  that  during  1980,  the  source  frequently  went  hunting  along 
the  highway.  While  hunting  there  he  frequently  traveled  to  the 
area  of  kilometer  marker  62.  Local  visitors  there  reported  the  pres- 
ence of  a  Soviet  communications  facility  to  the  east  of  that  marker, 
which  they  stated  was  associated  with  satellite  communications. 

The  villagers  also  reported  the  presence  of  as  many  as  10  Soviets 
at  this  site.  Is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Gray.  It's  my  understanding  that  it's  accurate. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  was  that  part  of  what  made  you  draw  this 
analysis? 

Mr.  Gray.  You're  saying  kilometer  62.  I  thought  that  was  near 
Vientiane  as  opposed  to  Viengxay. 
The  Chairman.  That's  correct. 

Mr.  Gray.  But  there  was  a  Soviet  communications  unit  at  Sam- 
neua? 

The  Chairman.  I  don't  know.  I  am  simply  reading  a  report  here 
that  came  from  JCS,  Washington,  D.C.  to  CIA,  Bangkok,  Sec  Def,  a 
whole  group  of  the  distributors.  This  is  document  000447.  This  is  in 
the  same  source  grouping  that  we  have  just  been  discussing.  And 
this  is  your  message.  Do  you  have  it  there? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  number  again,  please,  sir? 

The  Chairman.  Well,  it  is  number  447  message.  Why  would  this 
message  about  Vientiane  and  the  presence  of  Soviets  in  Vientiane 
have  anything  to  do  with  Viengxay? 

This  is  a  report  from  your  folks  on  the  ground,  I  believe.  This 
Lao  immigrant — incidentally,  this  Lao  immigrant,  was  he  a 
member  of  the  Hmong  group  or  was  he  a  supporter  of  the  Free  Lao 
movement? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  don't  know,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know? 
Mr.  Gray.  I  don't  know. 

The  Chairman.  Would  that  not  affect,  conceivably,  a  penchant 
for  veracity  here? 

Mr.  Gray.  As  being  a  member  of  the  Hmong? 

The  Chairman.  Sure.  Would  that  not  have  some  bearing  on 
whether  he  would  be  more  believable  or  less  believable  or  whether 
he  was  coming  out  of  there  as  a  member  of  the  Free  Lao  group 
that  was  disappointed?  Do  you  see  what  I  am  saying? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  like  an  ex-ARVN  major  might  have  a  slight- 
ly different  view  of  something  than  someone  who  is  a  refugee, 
having  been  part  of  the  revolution  and  left  because  it  turned  on 
him  or  something.  But  you  do  not  know? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  do  not  know  about  this. 

The  Chairman.  How  about  this  report?  What  does  this  report 
mean  to  us?  Look,  I  want  to  try  to  get  at  this  a  little  bit.  I  have  got 
a  report  here  about  Vientiane  Province  and  Soviets  being  there. 
And  it  is  in  this  report  and  it  is  stamped  with  the  same  number  as 
the  live  sighting  report  that  refers  to  Viengxay  Province. 

Now,  is  this  a  sort  of  generalist  notion  that  if  they  are  in  the 
south,  they  are  in  the  north?  Or  is  this  precise? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  at  all,  not  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Why  is  it  there? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  really  don't  know. 

The  Chairman.  So  it  is  not  relevant?  So  that  does  not  help  us 
decide  why  there  are  Soviets  there.  Is  that  correct? 
Mr.  Gray.  Not  in  Viengxay. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  will  you  tell  me,  please,  how  many  Soviets 
were  supposedly  viewed  in  a  cave  under  armed  guard? 

Mr.  RosENAU.  In  this  particular  report,  sir,  five. 

The  Chairman.  Generally  speaking,  how  do  you  settle  on  the 
fact  that  these  people  are  Soviets  in  a  cave  under  armed  guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  Because  the  Soviets  were  in  the  area  of  the  caves. 
They  were  seen  by  hundreds  of  other  people  who  were  there  at 
that  time.  They  all  knew  of  Soviets  throughout  the  area.  It  was  not 
uncommon.  Viengxay  is  famous  for  its  caves.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  Soviets  to  be  in  the  area  of  the  caves.  It's  not  uncommon  for 
those  Soviets  to  be  escorted  by  armed  guards. 

This  individual  was  riding  by  on  a  truck,  sees  five  Caucasians  in 
the  area  of  a  cave  with  armed  guards  nearby;  says  he's  told  by  the 
guard,  someone  on  the  truck,  that  these  are  live  American  POW's. 
We  think  he  saw  Soviets  in  the  area  of  Viengxay. 

The  Chairman.  Despite  the  fact  that  he  says  they  were  Ameri- 
cans. 

Mr.  RosENAU.  He  was  told  they  were  Americans,  sir.  When  he 
was  given  a  polygraph,  he  was  not  asked  if  they  were  Americans. 
He  was  asked  if  they  were  Caucasians,  and  Soviets  would  fit  into 
that  category. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  he  says  here,  I  have  seen  five  American 
pilots. 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  in  his  initial  letter  to  Mrs.  Vohden. 
The  Chairman.  Where  is  it  that  he  only  says  he  was  told?  What 
I  read  is  he  says  I  had  seen  five  American  pilots. 
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Mr.  Gray.  That's  in  the  letter.  When  he  was  interviewed  

The  Chairman.  It  says  here,  the  American  jail  is  in  the  hole  of 
the  foothill.  The  meals  and  others  that  the  Communists  give  to 
prisoners  of  war  are  better  than  the  Laotians.  I  wonder  why  the 
Communists  do  not  send  them  back  to  their  country  because  the 
war  has  already  ended.  According  to  the  chief  of  the  jail,  he  said 
that  they  would  keep  five  American  pilots  here  to  work  at  the 
manufacturer  because  they  have  a  good  background  of  the  ma- 
chine. Pretty  straightforward  stuff. 

Mr.  Rosen Au.  In  his  signed  affidavit,  sir,  he  says,  I  saw  five  Cau- 
casians being  held  in  a  cave.  I  was  told  by  my  guard  that  these 
prisoners  were  American  pilots. 

The  Chairman.  Where  is  that? 

Mr.  RosENAU.  That's  on  his  signed  affidavit,  the  typed  version, 
sir;  on  page  number  2,  about  halfway  down,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  I  have  got  it.  I  saw  five  Caucasian  prison- 
ers being  held  in  the  cave.  I  was  told  by  my  guard  that  these  pris- 
oners were  American  pilots.  All  five  of  the  prisoners  were  quite 
tall,  approximately  6  feet  in  height. 

One  of  the  prisoners  was  slightly  shorter  than  the  others.  This 
prisoner  had  mixed  white  and  dark  hair.  Three  of  the  prisoners 
had  light  brown  hair.  The  last  prisoner  also  had  whitish  brown 
hair.  I  noticed  a  gold  ring  on  one  of  the  prisoner's  hands.  This  was 
one  of  the  prisoners  with  light  hair. 

I  stayed  at  this  prison  camp  for  approximately  1  month.  During 
this  time,  my  hands  were  tied  and  I  was  kept  a  short  distance  away 
from  the  cave.  When  I  was  interrogated,  I  was  brought  down  to  the 
cave  approximately  10  yards  from  the  entrance  and  interrogated  in 
bamboo  huts  that  were  located  about  10  yards  from  the  cave. 

During  the  interrogation,  the  guards  would  point  to  the  Ameri- 
can prisoners  and  asked  me  if  I  had  helped  Americans.  They  would 
also  question  the  American  prisoners  while  they  were  questioning 
me.  I  could  see  the  American  prisoners  shaking  their  heads  when 
they  pointed  to  me.  I  could  not  hear  any  of  the  questions  being 
asked  of  the  American  prisoners  and  I  don't  think  the  American 
prisoners  could  hear  the  questions  being  asked  of  me. 

Mr.  Gray.  In  his  statement,  he  says  he  was  there  for  a  month. 
You  notice  back  in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Vohden,  he  says  he  was  there 
1975  through  1978. 

Mr.  RosENAU.  He  also  claims  to  be  an  employee  of  USAID,  which 
subsequently  it  was  determined  that  he  was  not.  So  he  changes  his 
story  on  a  regular  basis,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  kind  of  interesting.  He  says,  I  am  a  Lao- 
tian national  that  has  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gray.  This  report,  all  in  all,  raises  some  question  as  to  why 
this  individual  was  in  the  Viengxay  area.  He  says  that  he  was  ar- 
rested down  in  Takhek,  which  is  down  on  the  Thai  border  in  south- 
ern Laos,  moved  all  the  way  to  Viengxay.  He  says  he  was  arrested 
because  he  had  in  his  possession  a  U.S.  ID  card. 

He  later  admitted  that  that  was  not  his  ID  card,  but  belonged  to 
someone  else. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  there  not  a  memo  for  the  record  which  is 
in  the  file  in  which  a  USAID  employee  recalled  that  the  source  was 
an  employee  at  the  USAID  club  in  Savannakhet? 
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Mr.  Gray.  There  was  an  individual  who  recalled  

The  Chairman.  Let  me  reference  this.  It  is  again  in  the  file  here. 
In  regard  to  source — this  is  Mr.  Sanford  Stone,  a  USAID  employee. 
He  was  interviewed  concerning  his  knowledge  of  the  source. 

He  said  that  he  recalled,  although  vaguely,  that  the  source  was 
employed  as  a  waiter  at  the  USAID  club  in  Savannakhet.  It  sounds 
like  he  works  for  the  USAID  to  me.  I  mean,  he  could  say  he  did 
and  not  be  wrong. 

Mr.  Gray.  The  DIA  spent  many,  many  hours  trying  to  determine 
if  indeed  this  individual  worked  for  USAID.  He  could  not  find  an- 
other single  person  who  could  confirm  the  employment  of  this 
person  with  USAID.  That  was  the  refugee's  original  story,  that  he 
was  an  employee  of  USAID,  he  had  a  U.S.  ID  card  in  his  posses- 
sion. His  taxi  that  he  was  driving  was  stopped.  He  was  arrested  for 
possession  of  that  ID  card,  and  moved  400  kilometers  north  to  the 
area  of  Viengxay. 

This,  at  a  time  when  there  were  prisons  in  southern  Laos.  He 
says  he  was  held  in  Viengxay  for  1  month  and  then  moved  all  the 
way  back  down  south,  400  kilometers,  and  put  in  a  seminar  camp 
for  2  more  years,  then  released. 

The  Chairman.  Has  there  been  any  kind  of  confirmation  effort 
made  as  to  whether  he  was,  in  fact,  held  in  seminar  camps  or  is 
there  any  record  of  him  in  Laos  itself? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  have  no  access  to  those  records,  but  he  indicated 
he  was  moved  to  Ban  Angkham,  which  is  just  north  of  Tchepone. 
That's  probably  true. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  do  not  know  about  my  colleagues,  but  I 
am  having  difficulty  understanding — I  can  see  what  may  raise 
some  questions.  I  need  you  to  persuade  me  of  what  disqualifies  this. 
I  mean,  I  do  not  feel  persuaded  that  this  is  somehow  disqualified  as 
an  observation. 

Now,  I  understand  you  say,  well,  there  were  some  Soviets  in  the 
region.  Well,  okay.  But,  I  mean  

Mr.  Gray.  We  also  talked  to  157  sources  who  were  in  that  area 
who  say  there  were  absolutely  no  American  prisoners  there.  They 
say  to  a  person  there  were  Soviets  and  Cubans  and  other  foreign 
groups.  United  Nations  development  program  personnel. 

The  Chairman.  What  period  of  time?  When  were  these  people 
talked  to? 

Mr.  Gray.  When  were  they  talked  to?  In  the  last  7  years. 
The  Chairman.  In  the  last  7  years? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  this  is  helpful.  Folks,  I  do  not  want  to  drag 
this  out  of  you.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  why  this  is  not  something 
that  is  supportable  or  rational. 

What  else,  is  there  an3d:hing  else  that  convinces  you  of  it?  100 
some  people,  right.  140 — 

Mr.  Gray.  157  sources.  These  are  sources  that  DIA  talked  to 
through  our  interview  process. 

As  I  mentioned  earlier,  there  are  probably  triple  that  number 
that  were  interviewed  by  JCRC  from  the  Viengxay  area. 

Probably  triple  that  number  interviewed  by  our  Stoney  Beach 
team  in  Bangkok. 
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All  of  these  negative  reports  together  collectively  indicate  that 
American  POW's  were  not  held  there. 

The  Chairman.  Excuse  me  just  one  second.  I'm  sorry.  When  you 
say  that  you  talked  to  150  some  people,  how  many  of  those  150 
were  there  in  the  region  when  this  sighting  took  place  in  1975? 

Mr.  Gray.  Fd  have  to  go  back  and  check  the  numbers.  But  prob- 
ably all  of  those  people,  because  they  were  all  moved  into  Houa- 
phan  Province  into  seminar  camps  in  the  area  of  Viengxay. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  are  saying,  that  the  vast  majority  of 
those  

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman  [continuing].  Were  from  that  same  period  of  time. 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely.  A  lot  of  those  people  held  in  seminar  in 
Houaphan  Province  and  in  the  area  of  Viengxay  were  free  to  move 
about.  They  were  under  loose  detention.  They  moved  throughout 
the  province.  They  report  that  there  were  no  American  POW's  out 
there. 

The  Chairman.  Any  questions,  Senator  Smith? 

Senator  Smith.  On  the  same  general  area,  then  it  is  your  posi- 
tion that  he  was  not  an  employee  of  USAID.  Is  that  correct?  He 
was  not?  That  is  your  position? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  there  is  a  report  from  an  American  who  says  he 
thought  that  this  individual  was  an  employee  of  USAID. 

Senator  Smith.  Right,  that  was  in  the  memorandum. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  many  other  reports  in  the  file  of 
other  Americans  who  were  interviewed  who  were  there  at  the  time 
who  say  they  didn't  know  this  individual,  they  had  no  idea  that  he 
was  a  U.S.  employee.  So  we  don't  know. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  then,  what  was  the  point  of  the  extensive 
tracking  that  you  have  done  on  this  individual? 

Just  using  a  kind  word  rather  than  tailing  him,  if  you  want  to 
put  it  that  way,  but  I  mean,  you  have  kept  up  with  this  guy. 

What  are  you  so  interested  in  him  for? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  he  hasn't  been  interviewed  since  1984. 

Senator  Smith.  You  have  not  had  any  contact  with  him  since 
1984? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  After  1984,  he  refused  to  be  interviewed. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  in  the  period  from  1980  to  1984  then,  what 
was  the  purpose  of  staying  on  him  as  closely  as  you  did?  I  mean, 
basically,  he  almost  used — well,  you  could  say  from  his  perspective, 
harassment,  in  the  sense  that  he  was  polygraphed  and  repoly- 
graphed,  I  believe.  One  polygraph.  But  he  was— did  you  ever  tell 
him  that  you  did  not  believe  him,  you  did  not  believe  his  story? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir,  no  one  ever  told  him  that. 

Senator  Smith.  Then  why  the  future  interviews  between  July 
1980  and  1984,  excuse  me,  1980  and  July  1984,  why  so  many  inter- 
views with  the  guy,  I  mean  telephone  interviews.  What  was  the 
purpose?  I  mean,  I  do  not  understand  why  you  were  so  interested 
in  him  in  that  4-year  period  if,  in  fact,  you  established  that  he  was 
not,  as  he  said  he  was,  a  USAID  employee.  I  am  just  trying  to  get 
some  understanding  of  your  source  analysis  here. 

Mr.  Gray.  My  understanding,  he  was  only  interviewed  twice  in  4 
years,  in  1980,  then  in  1984.  And  he  was  polygraphed  in  late  1980. 

Senator  Smith.  Any  telephone  interviews  in  between? 
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Mr.  Gray.  Fm  not  aware.  It  may  have  been  a  telephone  inter- 
view in  the  beginning. 

Senator  Smith.  It  has  been  a  day  or  two  since  I  went  through 
that  particular  case.  But  there  were  inconsistencies.  You  felt  there 
!    were  inconsistencies  in  his  story  and  you  questioned  him  pretty 
hard.  I  remember.  I  think  this  was  one  of  the  cases  where  you 
briefed  this.  If  I  recall,  I  think  this  was  one  of  the  cases  that  we 
I   briefed  on  when  you  met  with  us  up  in  the  intelligence  room  re- 
I   cently.  But  I  might  be  wrong. 

He  said,  for  example,  the  number  of  inconsistencies  in  the 
j   source's  testimony  to  me,  as  I  read  it,  seems  to  be  somewhat  exag- 
I   gerated  by  you  in  the  sense  that — for  example,  he  said  he  saw  the 
I   Americans  when  he  entered  via  truck  at  a  cave  near  a  mountain. 
That  is  what  he  said. 
DIA  said  these  were  discrepancies  but  ignored  the  fact  that  the 
i  source  said  he  saw  the  Americans  during  the  course  of  a  month 
and  not  just  once.  I  mean,  are  these  fatal  inconsistencies  to  what 
he  is  saying?  I  mean,  are  they  that  big  a  deal? 
You  said  that  you  believed  him. 

Mr.  Gray.  We  believe  he  saw  Caucasians,  yes,  sir.  And  he  passed 
the  polygraph  to  the  effect  that  he  saw  white  people  or  Caucasians. 

Senator  Smith.  And  you  had  at  least  one  witness,  Mr.  Stone,  who 
indicated  he  thought,  at  least  he  thought  that  he  worked  for 
USAID,  yet  you  doubted  him  on  that.  Why  would  you  believe  him 
on  the  fact  that  he  saw  Caucasians  and  doubt  him,  even  though 
you  had  one  witness  who  said  he  worked  for  USAID? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  were  concerned  with  the  live  sighting  report.  We 
were  looking  for  live  American  POW's.  We  believe  this  individual 
saw  Caucasians  in  the  area  of  Viengxay,  not  American  POW's. 
That's  why  we're  interested  in  this  individual  and  that's  why  we 
have  checked  out  this  report.  That's  why  we've  interviewed  an- 
other 157  people  from  the  same  area. 

Senator  Smith.  I  just  want  to  be  sure  on  the  record.  Because  I 
y  will  tell  you,  the  information  I  have  here  in  front  of  me  is  different 
I  and  I  just  want  to — if  you  say  so,  then  let  us  just  clear  that  up. 

You  are  saying  that  you  have  had  no  contact  with  the  guy  since 
1984,  that  you  have  not  kept  in  contact  with  him,  you  have  not 
maintained  a  tail  on  him,  you  have  not  done  any  of  that.  You  have 
not  been  interested  in  this  guy  

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  we  haven't  put  a  tail  on  anybody. 

Senator  Smith.  Have  you  contacted  the  guy,  watched  him,  or  in 
any  way  maintained  contact  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  with  this 
guy  since  1984? 

Mr.  Gray.  Our  records  indicate  that  he  was — refused  to  be  inter- 
viewed further  after  1984.  We  have  not  been  in  contact  with  him. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  you  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  moved 
between  Washington  State  and  California  five  times  during  that 
period. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  then,  you  must  have  been  watching  him 
somehow.  I  do  not  usually  

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  We  were  calling  trying  to  find  him  to  do  fur- 
ther interviews. 
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Senator  Smith.  So  you  were  interested  in  him,  then?  You  wanted 
to  do  further  interviews? 

Mr.  Gray.  We're  always  interested  in  the  source,  absolutely,  be- 
cause of  the  first-hand  live  sighting  report. 

Senator  Smith.  What  am  I  missing  here?  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Gray.  Same  question  here. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  serious.  I  am  not— excuse  me  for  the  out- 
burst there.  But  you  said  you  were  not  interested  in  him  after 
1984,  yet  

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  I'm  sorry.  I  said  he  refused  to  be  interviewed 
further  after  1984.  We  were  interested  in  the  source. 
Senator  Smith.  Okay. 

Mr.  Gray.  We  tried  to  find  him.  We  contacted  neighbors. 

All  the  people  who  know  him  said  he  had  moved  five  times  after 
1984  between  California  and  Washington. 

Senator  Smith.  There  were  a  lot  of  refugees  who  left  that  camp 
system.  I  am  thinking  of  Emmet  Kay,  for  example,  for  one.  Emmet 
Kay,  who  left  that  camp  system  in  Houaphan  that  said  that  they 
had  never  heard  or  seen  Americans,  as  you  know.  But  Emmet  Kay 
is  quoted  as  saying  there  were  no  Americans  in  Viengxay  when  he 
was  in  prison  there  in  1974. 

The  relevance  of  that  would  seem  to  me  to  hinge  on  the  access 
that  those  other  people  had.  Now  this  guy,  number  447,  saw  Ameri- 
cans held  apart  from  other  inmates  is  what  he  said,  as  contrasted 
to  those  who  said  they  did  not  see  anybody,  and  was  interrogated 
because  of  his  association  with  the  Americans,  the  ID  card. 

That  is  a  unique  set  of  circumstances,  is  it  not,  that  you  have 
here  with  this  witness? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir,  absolutely. 

Senator  Smith.  Was  he  asked  whether  other  inmates  were  inter- 
rogated in  front  of  the  Americans?  Was  he  asked  that  question? 
Voice.  No,  sir,  he  was  not. 

Senator  Smith.  Why?  Did  they  have  the  same  access?  Why  would 
you  not  ask  him  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  Which  individuals  were  you  asking  were  they  interro- 
gated in  front  of? 

Senator  Smith.  The  witness  447,  the  individual.  Was  he  asked 
whether  or  not  other  inmates  were  interrogated  in  front  of  the 
Americans?  Was  he  asked  that  question? 

Mr.  Gray.  Apparently  not,  no,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  And  did  those  individuals  have  the  same  access? 
Mr.  Gray.  Those  individuals  being  the  sources  that  we  talked  to? 
Senator  Smith.  Right. 

Mr.  Gray.  They  had  access  to  Viengxay  and  Houaphan  Province, 
yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  What  about  those  rebutting  it,  the  rebuttal 
sources  that  were  interrogated  by  the  Pathet  Lao,  for  example? 
Were  they  given  polygraphs  to  see  if  they  were  lying  because  they 
rebutted  his  

Mr.  Gray.  Those  that  said  there  were  no  American  POW's? 

Senator  Smith.  Right. 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  They  were  not  polygraphed. 
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Senator  Smith.  You  said  there  were  a  number — just  a  couple 
more  questions  on  this  guy  and  then  I  want  to  go  to  one  other 
quick  point. 

You  indicated  that  you  had  a  number  of  sources  that  there  were 
Soviets  in  this  province.  Anybody  in  particular  that  was  particular- 
ly helpful? 

Mr.  Gray.  No. 

Senator  Smith.  Anybody  in  particular  that  was  helpful  in  that 
regard  in  making  that  determination  or  was  it  just  a  large  number 
of  reports? 

Mr.  Gray.  That  there  were  Soviets  in  the  area? 
Senator  Smith.  Right. 

Mr.  Gray.  There  was  a  large  body  of  reporting. 

Senator  Smith.  You  made  that  determination  on  the  basis  of  the 
large  body  of  reporting,  not  by  one  individual? 

Mr.  Gray.  They  said  that  there  were  Soviets  in  the  area. 

Senator  Smith.  In  the  file  that  you  provided  to  us,  there  are  two 
documents  that  purport  to  describe  Soviet  involvement  in  Laos. 
And  there  are  a  couple  of  sources  in  there.  One  is  an  engineer  and 
here  we  go  again,  but  here  is  another  herbal  medicine  doctor,  this 
time  a  Lao. 

Did  the  source  of  the  information  on  the  Soviets,  did  either  of 
these  sources  take  a  polygraph?  There  were  no  polygraphs  issued 
for  any  of  these? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  No  polygraphs  at  all. 

Senator  Smith.  So  it  is  a  different  herbal  doctor,  I  assume.  I  do 
not  want  to  cause  confusion  here.  One  is  a  Lao  and  the  other  guy  is 
a  Vietnamese. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  I  suspect  he  is  not  the  Vietnamese  herbal 
doctor. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  just  finish  on  this  witness  this  say.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  source  of  the  Soviet  information  stated  that 
Soviet  ground  crews  arrived  in  Samneua  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  mid-1976  and  that  there  may  even  have  been  some  technicians 
there  in  1975.  Obviously,  they  would  have  to  get  there  before  the 
ground  crews.  What  about  the  ability  of  Lao  prison  inmates  to  dis- 
tinguish American  POW's  from  Soviets?  How  would  they  make 
that  distinction  in  your  mind,  the  Lao  prison  inmates  now? 

In  other  words,  what  would  you  use  as  a  criteria  to  determine 
whether  they  were  Americans  or  Russian  Soviets? 

Mr.  Gray.  I'm  not  sure  what  criteria  they  would  use  to  deter- 
mine. I  suspect  they  were  told  or  talked  to  these  people  as  they 
moved  about,  as  they  encountered  these  folks,  they  were  told  that 
they  were  Soviets. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  sorry. 

Mr.  Gray.  I  suspect  in  their  encounters  with  these  Caucasians,  in 
their  discussions  with  other  people  who  were  knowledgeable  about 
Soviets  in  the  area,  that  they  learned  and  determined  that  they 
were  Soviets  as  opposed  to  Americans. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay.  I  just  want  to  clarify  one  more  time  for  the 
record,  so  there  is  no  confusion. 

In  the  discussion  of  the  Citadel,  we  were  talking  about  an  herbal 
doctor  who  was  different,  separate  and  different  from  the  herbal 
doctor  that  we  are  talking  about  here  in  this  Laos  example,  cor- 
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rect?  I  just  want  to  make  sure  we  are  clear  on  that.  These  are  two 
different  people? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  we  need  to  go  back  to  the  records.  I  assume  they 
are.  It  doesn't  make  sense  that  the  Vietnamese  herbal  doctor 
would  be  over  in  Viengxay.  But  we  can  check  it  out. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  not  going  to  pin  you  on  that.  It  is  a  little 
unclear.  You  do  not  usually  talk  about  an  herbal  doctor  and  there 
are  two  of  them  here  and  I  just  wanted  to  be  sure  that  we  know 
that. 

Mr.  Gray.  It  is  common  practice  in  Laos,  but  we  can  check  him 
out. 

Senator  Smith.  I  just  have  a  question  and  then  I  will  be  glad  to 
yield.  On  the  message  that  is  up  there — it  is  blown  up  in  large 
size — that  Senator  Grassley  referred  to,  that  is  a  radio  message. 
Why  is  that  not  accurate  in  your  professional  evaluation?  We  do 
not  have  to  get  into  the  technical  aspects  of  it.  I  am  not  asking  you 
to  do  that. 

But,  I  mean,  it  is  a  radio  message.  You  have  it.  You  have  taken 
out  the — you  have  blocked  out  the  source  and  so  forth,  which  is 
fine.  We  do  not  need  to  get  into  that. 

Why  is  that  not  an  accurate  message  when  it  says,  the  message 
says,  directing  them  to  follow  up  on  a  report  that  on  15  November 
1979  the  Democratic  People's  Republic  of  Laos  moved  400  tiger 
hunters,  that  is,  former  Thai  special  guerrilla  units  and  three  U.S. 
prisoners  from  Viengxay  to  Vientiane  and  then  on  to  Muong  Atta- 
peu  to  work  in  the  mines?  That  was  a  radio  message.  Why  is  that 
not  an  accurate  message?  It  is  dated  25  November  1979. 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  I  have  no  idea.  I  don't  know  the  background  of 
that  message.  That  could  be  easily  checked  out.  Where  did  it  come 
from,  who  was  the  source,  what  was  the  follow  up  done  on  that 
message? 

Senator  Smith.  Right.  Well,  that  is  what  I  am  asking.  I  do  not 
mean  to  pick  on  Warren  here.  Does  anybody  else  know  the  circum- 
stances of  that  message? 

To  me,  I  am  surprised.  Because  here  is  something  that  is  very 
significant.  It  is  not  a  human  source  in  the  sense  it  is  an  individ- 
ual. It  is  a  radio  message.  Somebody  heard  it.  Somebody  reported  it 
to  our  intelligence  people  in  November — November  25,  1979,  and 
you  guys  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

I  do  not  understand  that.  I  mean,  to  me,  if  I  am  doing  the  re- 
search on  this  stuff,  I  see  a  message  somebody  pops  up  there  in  the 
files,  I  am  pretty  interested  in  it. 

Mr.  Gray.  So  you  are  asking  if  this  message  is  true  or  not.  I  am 
saying  if  we  go  back  to  the  files,  we  can  find  out  if  this  message  is 
true  or  not.  I  just  can't  relate  that  based  on  looking  at  that  mes- 
sage out  of  context.  But  in  context,  this  would  probably  give  an 
answer  to  what  that's  all  about. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay.  Fair  enough.  Is  anybody  familiar  with  it, 
anybody  at  all  familiar  with  it? 

I  will  yield  to  my  colleagues  for  questions. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Grassley. 

Senator  Grassley.  No. 

The  Chairman.  I  wanted  to  try  and  go  through  a  few  more  of 
these.  I  think  what  we  are  going  to  try  to  do  is  finish  this  up  if  we 
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can  before  5  p.m.,  then  pick  up  the  other  two  tomorrow  morning, 
beginning  at  9  a.m.  and  get  those  done  in  the  morning  and  finish 
up  in  the  afternoon  on  current  efforts. 

Leaving  aside  source  447  for  a  moment,  turning  your  attention  to 
a  subsequent  report,  67.  This  is  a  late  December  1973  sighting, 
first-hand  Hve  sighting.  A  university  student  who  was  imprisoned 
in  Viengxay  for  violating  Pathet  Lao  rules,  was  in  training  in 
Viengxay. 

Source  saw  two  foreigners  in  a  police  office,  asked  his  group 
leader  at  the  time  if  they  were  Russians  or  Cubans.  He  was  told 
they  were  American  pilots.  The  Americans  were  kept  apart  from 
the  other  sources. 

Source  underwent  several  interviews,  was  rejected  for  entry  into 
the  U.S.  by  the  INS.  Resolution  was  fabrication.  DIA  considered  se- 
rious inconsistencies  in  the  story.  Can  you  point  those  out  to  us? 

Mr.  Gray.  This  individual  was  interviewed  twice,  in  October  1977 
and  I  think  in  October  1979.  The  first  interview  he  said  in  1973, 
observed  two  foreigners  from  a  distance  of  100  to  150  meters  for  1 
minute.  October  1979,  said  he  observed  two  American  pilots  and  he 
had  gotten  no  closer  than  500  meters. 

In  the  first  report  he  indicated  they  were  observed  in  an  open  air 
police  office  in  Viengxay.  And  the  second  report,  he  indicated  he 
was  held  in  the  same  camp  with  the  two  American  prisoners. 

The  Chairman.  So  your  determination  was  that  there  just  was 
no  credibility.  Is  that  accurate?  There  is  no  reason  not  to  find  that. 
I  mean,  if  you  find  the  discrepancies.  Personally,  I  have  read 
through  this  and  I  would  have  some  serious  questions  about  this 
source.  Are  there  any  other  discrepancies? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  were  about  five.  We  also  tried  to  interview  this 
source  in  January  1980  and  he  fled  the  scene. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  relevance  of  the  entry  of  his  rejec- 
tion for  INS  approval? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  file  only  indicated  that  he  had  been  rejected  be- 
cause of  fraud. 

The  Chairman.  Fraud  with  respect  to  this  issue  or  another 
issue? 

Mr.  Gray.  Another  issue,  probably  as  to  his  background. 

Okay,  here  are  the  five  discrepancies.  October  1977,  claimed  the 
sighting  occurred  in  the  12th  lunar  month  of  1973;  October  1979, 
unable  to  provide  an  exact  date  for  the  sighting;  October  1977, 
claimed  the  sighting  occurred  at  Nakoi — did  not  mention  this  loca- 
tion in  October  1979,  but  stated  that  the  sighting  was  in  the  prison 
south  of  Bon  Nakoi.  These  are  all  in  the  area  of  Viengxay. 

October  1977,  says  he's  undergoing  special  training;  October 
1979,  indicated  he  was  in  prison  at  that  time;  October  1977, 
claimed  the  group  leader  told  him  the  two  individuals  were  Ameri- 
cans; October  1979,  claimed  he  heard  this  information  from  other 
prisoners;  October  1977,  claimed  the  Americans  were  shot  down  at 
Hang  Louang  he  believed  to  be  in  the  area  of  Nakoi  or  Viengxay. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  satisfied.  I  have  it  as  part  of  the  record 
here.  In  other  words,  there  was  sufficient  reason  for  you,  based  on 
his  interviews,  to  simply  find  him  not  credible. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Okay.  Turning  your  attention  to  5528/9003,  Octo- 
ber 1986,  sighting,  first-hand.  Lao  resistance  fighter,  in  an  attempt 
to  find  out  more  about  missing  Americans  of  whom  he  had  heard, 
traveled  with  another  Lao  and  30  soldiers  by  truck  to  Viengxay 
where  he  met  Taoi,  a  clan  of  the  Bru  ethnic  minority,  soldiers  that 
guarded  the  detention  facility.  300  to  400  Vietnamese  soldiers  also 
were  stationed  there. 

The  source  was  taken  to  a  long  wood  building  which  housed  sev- 
eral hundred  prisoners,  including  10  Americans  and  20  other  for- 
eigners, including  10  blacks.  Source  obtained  the  signature  of  one 
of  the  Americans,  but  was  afraid  to  bring  it  across  the  border  with 
him,  fearing  trouble  from  the  Thai  police  if  they  found  the  paper 
on  him. 

Resolution,  found  to  be  a  fabricator.  Can  you  inform  us  more 
about  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  This  individual  was  a  frequent  reporter  to  the  Joint 
Casualty  Resolution  Center  in  the  period  1986,  1987,  and  1988.  In 
every  instance,  he  indicated  he  was  totally  out  of  money.  He  asked 
for  rewards  for  working  the  POW  issue.  He  wanted  his  family  re- 
settled to  the  United  States  for  information  that  he  provided. 

When  he  came  in  and  said  that  he  had  seen  POW's  and  obtained 
a  signature,  he  was  asked  to  go  home  immediately  and  get  the  sig- 
nature. He  never  returned  with  a  document  that  contained  the  sig- 
nature of  an  American  POW. 

He  did  return  with  a  document  that  has  been  distributed 
throughout  southeast  Asia  by  the  United  Vietnam  Veterans  Orga- 
nization, which  has  a  signature  across  the  bottom  of  Bo  Gritz.  This 
may  be  the  signature  that  he  thought  he  had  of  an  American 
POW.  We  don't  know. 

The  Chairman.  So,  in  other  words,  you  found  a  number  of  differ- 
ent reasons  based  on  his  background  and  involvement  that,  togeth- 
er with  what  his  story  was,  did  not  check  out. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  He  simply  could  not  produce  that  signature 
of  the  POW. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  turning  your  attention  to  source  5182.  This 
document,  a  CIA  document,  has  not  been  declassified.  It  represents 
one  of  our  flags  up  there.  Is  there  a  reason  it  cannot  be  declassi- 
fied? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  summary  of  that  document  is  declassified. 
The  Chairman.  I  don't  have  a  summary  of  it. 
Mr.  Gray.  It  can  be  declassified,  absolutely. 
The  Chairman.  So  you  can  make  that  available  to  us? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  a  summary  of  the  document  that's  un- 
classified. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  submit  that  to  the  Clerk  and  we  can 
put  that  into  the  record? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 
[The  information  referred  to  follows:] 

November  17,  1992. 

Memorandum  for  Central  Documentation  Office 

Subject:  Senate  Select  Committee  request  for  information — Source  5182 

First,  source  5182  was  a  member  of  the  Lao  resistance  at  the  time  of  report.  On  11 
March  1986,  Source  reported  to  U.S.  Government  representatives  in  Tahiland  that 
he  had  firsthand  knowledge  of  American  prisoners  in  Houa  Phan  Province,  Laos. 
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According  to  the  source,  he  observed  the  five  American  prisoners  from  a  distance  of 
five  or  six  meters  in  a  camp  identified  as  Pha  Daeng.  Sighting  occurred  in  1983.  The 
source  further  stated  that  the  camp  commander  had  told  him  that  the  prisoners 
were  Americans  who  had  been  held  since  1969.  Since  a  polygraph  examiner  was 
available  at  the  time,  Source  was  given  a  polygraph  test  with  regard  to  his  alleged 
sighting.  The  results  of  this  polygraph  examination  were  inconsistent,  and  the  ex- 
aminer recommended  further  testing. 

Second,  in  a  follow-up  report  dated  26  March  1986,  additional  information  relative 
Source's  sighting  was  provided.  Briefly,  this  report  summarized  several  interviews 
with  Source  which  took  place  on  11,  13,  and  14  March  1986.  During  the  final  poly- 
graph session.  Source  admitted  that  he  had  not  seen  any  American  POWs  in  Pha 
Daeng  Prison.  Instead,  he  claimed  that  a  friend  had  told  him  about  the  five  Ameri- 
can POWs.  Polygraph  testing,  however,  reflected  deception  to  this  response  as  well. 

Third,  it  should  also  be  noted  that  DIA  POW-MIA's  Lao  analyst  has  personally 
spoken  to  over  30  inmates  of  the  Pha  Daeng  seminar  camp  in  Houa  Phan  Province. 
The  individuals  spoken  to  were  all  incarcerated  during  the  time  frame  specified  by 
Source.  None  of  these  former  inmates  saw  any  Americans  or  other  individuals  who 
could  be  mistaken  for  Americans  in  the  camp. 

D.  Warren  Gray, 
Chief,  Current  Operations  Branch. 

The  Chairman.  Turning  your  attention  to  6434,  this  is  a  1973 
sighting,  firsthand.  'The  source  lived  in  the  area  of  local  commu- 
nist headquarters  in  Viengxay  from  1969  to  1973,  observed  tall  in- 
dividuals under  armed  guard  dumping  rock  from  a  large  cave  en- 
trance in  a  karst  hill  about  a  kilometer  away.  The  figures  were  no- 
ticeably larger  than  the  guards.  Source  believed  they  might  have 
been  Americans.  Americans  had  been  held  in  Viengxay  from  the 
mid-  to  late  sixties,"  so  forth.  Resolution:  They  weren't  Americans. 
Rationale? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  were  American  POWs  held  in  Viengxay,  as  we 
indicated,  but  no  evidence  that  anyone  was  there  after  1969  or  up 
until  1973.  We  did  some  analysis  through  imagery  and  determined 
that  he  may  not  have  been  able  to  see  the  karst  that  he  was  claim- 
ing. 

There  was  a  small  hill  in  the  area.  No  indication  that  anyone 
had  been  working  on  that  hill. 

The  Chairman.  What's  the  difference  between  a  karst  and  a  hill 
in  this  setting? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  think  the  size  of  the  mountain. 

And  he  was  a  teenager  at  the  time.  That's  no  problem.  He  saw 
someone,  he  says,  working  on  the  mountain  or  the  karst. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it,  again,  that — he  says  he  observed  sev- 
eral foreign  prisoners,  correct? 

Mr.  Rosenau.  From  a  kilometer,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Gray.  From  a  kilometer  away. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  just  said  no  way,  there's  no  way  to  deter- 
mine that  they  were  really  Americans? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir,  not  based  on  what  he  told  us.  Now,  when  we 
went  back  to  him,  it  was  determined  that  he  had  returned  to  Laos 
and  was  no  longer  available  for  interview. 

The  Chairman.  So  it  was  an  incomplete  capacity  to  follow  up  on 
it? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Directing  your  attention  to — incidentally,  in 
your  original  report  you  did  say  that  the  source  never  saw  any  of 
the  foreign  prisoners  close  up  and  never  heard  anyone  talk  about 
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them.  So  I  take  it  that  there  was  conjecture  on  his  part;  is  that  ac- 
curate? 
[Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  Hello?  Is  that  accurate? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Number  6976,  a  1987  report,  hearsay.  The  source 
reported  that  there  were  American  POW's  held  in  at  least  three 
different  locations  in  northern  Laos,  totaling  22  at  three  specific  lo- 
cations and  another  65  at  five  other  locations  throughout  Laos. 

Eighteen  of  these  were  held  in  the  Tham  Nam  Kai  caves,  Sam- 
neua  Province.  The  senior  POW  was  a  captain,  an  American  pilot 
who  was  the  son  of  an  American  general  in  the  U.S.  and  has  an 
older  brother  in  the  USN  in  the  Philippines. 

Your  resolution  was  no  prisoners.  And  I  take  it  this  source  just 
simply  didn't  pan  out;  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  explain  to  the  committee  just  how  he 
didn't  pan  out? 

Mr.  Gray.  This  is  a  hearsay  report  and  he  said  he  had  obtained 
it  from  others,  I  think  is  what  he  reported.  He  also  claimed  he  was 
a  leader  of  the  resistance.  He  claimed  he  was  a  behind-the-scenes 
general  officer  of  the  resistance — that  just  could  not  be  proven — 
talking  to  the  leaders  of  the  resistance. 

He  claimed  that  he  could  bring  out  American  POW's  if  we  would 
promise  to  help  the  Lao  resistance.  This  offer  was  not  accepted. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anything  else? 

Mr.  Rosen AU.  The  individual  captain  that  he's  describing  is  one 
of  the  individuals  whose  next  of  kin  circulated  a  flyer  out  in  the 
country.  So  the  information  he's  providing  is — 

The  Chairman.  Taken  directly  from  a  flyer  that  had  already 
been  distributed? 

Mr.  RosENAU.  Very  possibly,  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  there  were  a  number — I'm  not  going  to  go 
into  them,  but  there  were  a  number  of  reports  that  you  thought  to 
be  Emmet  Kay,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  those  are  all  flagged  also  to  reflect  those? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  do  not  flag  Emmet  Kay. 

The  Chairman.  Why  is  it  in  here,  number  7102? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Because  the  details  of  the  sub-source  who  was 
talking  to  the  source — the  source  was  being  treated  by  a  doctor  and 
the  doctor  said  that  the  source  saw  two  Caucasians.  The  doctor  told 
him  they  were  two  F-105  pilots  who  crashed  at  a  time  that  was  in- 
consistent with  the  dates  of  crash  of  Emmet  Kay,  who  crashed. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  respond  to  that,  Mr.  Gray? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  this  source  says  he  was  in  a  seminar  camp  in 
Viengxay  and  he  was  hospitalized  during  the  period  November  to 
December  1973  for  15  days.  He  observed  on  three  occasions  a  Cau- 
casian sitting  at  the  entrance  to  one  of  the  caves  smoking  a  ciga- 
rette. 

He  was  told  the  man  was  an  F-105  pilot  captured  in  Houa  Phan 
Province  in  1972.  Emmet  Kay  was  there  in  November-December 
1973  and  would  account  for  this  sighting. 
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The  Chairman.  Well,  how  do  you  know  automatically?  I  mean, 
this  is  1973.  Emmet  Kay  wasn't  captured  until  1974,  correct? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir,  captured  in  May  1973. 
The  Chairman.  May  1973. 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  he's  not  an  F-105  pilot. 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  McCreary.  He  did  not  crash  in  Houa  Phan  Province.  He 
crashed  in  the  Plain  of  Jars,  and  he  crashed  in  1973  rather  than 
1972,  Senator. 

The  Chairman.  So  doesn't  the  observation  of  crash  site  make  it 
very  difficult  to  say  that's  Emmet  Kay? 
Mr.  McCreary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  what  is  it  that  says  it's  Emmet  Kay,  except 
for  the  fact  that  he  happens  to  be  there. 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  he  was  there.  He  had  his  own  cave.  He  sat  out- 
side and  smoked  cigarettes.  That's  known  from  his  debrief.  This  in- 
dividual saw  a  large  Caucasian  sitting  there  smoking  a  cigarette. 
We  think  that  was  Emmet  Kay. 

He  says  he  was  told  by  someone  else  about  the  F-105,  that  he 
was  captured  in  Houa  Phan  Province  in  1972.  His  sources  probably 
lied  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Emmet  Kay  stated  that  he  was  the  sole  Ameri- 
can being  held  at  Viengxay;  is  that  accurate? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  knew  of  no  other  American  prisoners  in 
Laos? 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  But  Kay  indicated  that  he  was  told  that  there 
were  other  POW's;  didn't  he  say  that? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 
Senator  Smith.  He  never  said  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  He  never  said  that  in  his  debrief.  And  in  the  last 
couple  of  months  we  went  back  to  him  about  that  statement  and  he 
said  he  never  said  that. 

The  Chairman.  Directing  your  attention  to — all  right.  There  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  follow-up  on  this  Emmet  Kay  one;  is  that 
correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  this  fellow  was  questioned  for  sketches,  et 
cetera,  is  that  right?  And  you've  documented  his  search  for  finan- 
cial reward  for  his  knowledge;  is  that  accurate? 
Mr.  Gray.  We've  got  to  check  the  file,  sir. 
1-  [Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  This  appears  to  be  one  of  those  mysterious  types 
who  kind  of  walks  around  with  promises  of  things  to  come,  but 
in   they  never  produce;  is  that  fair  to  say? 
to      Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

u-      The  Chairman.  I  mean,  as  I  read  through  the  file  that  seems  to 
[a-  be  what  comes  out.  Anybody  can  read  through  it  and  make  their 
own  judgment  if  they  want  afterwards.  But  he  was  given  a  number 
an  of  opportunities,  I  take  it,  to  come  through,  but  didn't, 
lei      Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  RosENAU.  He  also  refused  a  polygraph. 
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The  Chairman.  And  he  refused  a  polygraph. 

Directing  your  attention  to  8323,  this  is  under  analysis  apparent- 
ly. It's  an  early  1984  hearsay  sighting.  A  former  Royal  Lao  captain 
was  in  reeducation  seminar  in  Tham  Nam  Kai,  Viengxay  area,  for 
three  months  in  early  1984.  A  friend  was  on  mess  detail.  Included 
in  his  duties  was  preparing  and  delivering  rations  to  a  cave  where 
French  and  American  prisoners  were  held. 

From  the  rations  documents,  the  friend  could  tell  that  there 
were  225  Americans  and  35  French  prisoners.  The  friend's  supervi- 
sor told  him  that  the  Pathet  Lao  were  responsible  for  only  60  of 
the  Americans;  the  balance  were  prisoners  of  the  Vietnamese  who 
had  been  transferred  to  Tham  Nam  Kai,  Vietnam,  in  the  late  sev- 
enties so  Vietnam  could  deny  holding  U.S.  prisoners. 

And  it  goes  on  further.  I  must  say,  I  remember  reading  this  and 
going  through  this  with  you  previously  and  I  find  great  difficulties 
in  this  report. 

But  would  you  share  with  us  your  interpretation  of  it? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  this  was  a  hearsay  report  in  which  the  individual 
talking  to  a  friend  of  his  in  the  Lao  resistance  obtained  all  of  these 
details.  Of  course,  we  wanted  to  go  back  to  the  original  source  to 
discuss  the  information.  He  indicated  that  his  friend  had  been 
killed  and  was  no  longer  available. 

The  Chairman.  Isn't  there  something  that  strains  credulity,  talk- 
ing about  225  Americans  with  35  French  prisoners  in  1984? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  Yes,  sir,  absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  Not  to  mention  the  sort  of  balance  of  only  60 
prisoners  being  the  responsibility.  Is  it  comprehensible  that  there'd 
be  that  kind  of  division  of  responsibility,  so  to  speak,  in  any  articu- 
lated way? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  It  just  seems  to  me  word  for  word  to  strain  cre- 
dulity, unless  I'm  missing  something.  Am  I  missing  something, 
John? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  posted  a  flag  there  because  there  were  three 
sources  in  a  similar  time  frame  that  made  the  similar  observation 
and  it  struck  us  as  an  anomaly  that  merited  investigation. 

The  Chairman.  The  other  observations  reflected  what  specifical- 

ly? 

Mr.  McCreary.  200  prisoners  in  the  same  location  in  the  same 
time. 

The  Chairman.  Mixed  with  French  under  the  same  situation? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  the  numbers  were  less  precise. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  not  find  it  somewhat  disconcerting  to 
hear  about  35  French  prisoners  in  Laos  in  1984? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  DIA  testified  on  27  July  that  there  were 
places  in  Vietnam,  as  an  example,  where  French  prisoners  who 
had  been  allowed  to  stay  after  the  end  of  their  term  remained  in 
Vietnam.  A  Frenchman  in  Laos  is  not  incredible. 

The  Chairman.  French  prisoners.  Was  there  any  further  analy- 
sis of  that  or  was  that  something  that  the  person  was  dead  and 
there  was  no  capacity  to  go  further? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  was  no  capacity  to  go  further,  and  then  the 
available  reporting  from  other  sources  in  the  area  just  do  not  sub- 
stantiate over  200  prisoners  in  that  area. 


155 


The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  way — I  mean,  we're  talking  about 
Viengxay.  We've  been  there.  We  went  there.  You  guys  have  been 
there  many  times.  I  find  it  hard  to  understand  how  200  people 
could  conceivably — please  correct  me.  I  don't  mean  any  disservice 
to  this  concept,  but  some  people  could  be  held  in  small  numbers, 
but  the  notion  of  200.  There  wasn't  any  food,  let  alone  any  capacity 
to  manage  225  people. 

The  number  of  guards  on  a  day  to  day  basis  to  manage  225 
people,  let  alone  feed  them,  in  that  country  is  extraordinary.  Is 
that  wrong  or  is  there  analysis  here  that  is  missing? 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  exactly  right.  Just  last  July,  talking  to  Laotian 
officials  in  Vientiane,  Laos,  they  said:  There  are  absolutely  no 
American  prisoners  anywhere  in  Laos  because  we  simply  cannot 
pay  to  feed  them  or  to  clothe  them. 

The  Chairman.  Let's  not  take  anything  they  say  at  face  value. 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  Let's  just  make  our  own  judgments.  I  don't  want 
to  hear  you  saying  what  they  say  in  any  of  these  countries,  but 
what  we  learn  and  we  can  discern. 

But  in  the  hours  that  I  was  there,  in  the  few  sort  of  stilted  huts 
and  people  in  bare  feet  huddled  over  a  little  fire  with  a  snake  they 
happened  to  catch,  boiling  it  fresh,  it  seemed  pretty  hard  for  me  to 
imagine  225  people  being  supported  by  these  folks. 

Mr.  Gray.  Exactly. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  isn't  there  some  hard  analysis  that  can  be 
really  crunched  to  kind  of  really  be  definitive  with  respect  to  this 
capacity?  And  isn't  there  also  some  kind  of  satellite  and  listening 
and  observation  capacity  we  have  with  respect  to  225  people? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  say  the  chances  of  200  people  being  held 
without  us  being  able  to  observe  it  in  some  fashion  is  pretty  slim. 
But  I  would  also  hearken  back  to  our  briefing  this  morning,  where 
in  one  of  the  segments  we  talked  about  who  could  have  survived 
and  we  went  through  the  discrepancy  cases. 

And  if  there  wais  even  the  slightest  possibility  of  erring  on  a  situ- 
ation where  someone  was  seriously  wounded,  at  the  time  we 
thought  they  could  have  been  captured,  or  when  we  knew  they 
were  last  known  alive,  we  included  them  in  our  analysis.  And  by 
backing  out  cases  that  are  unresolved  and  cases  in  which  we've 
been  able  to  gather  sufficient  information  to  show  the  person  did 
not  survive  in  captivity,  we  are  left  with  right  now  the  highest 
number  that  is  substantiated  by  our  analysis  as  somewhere  be- 
tween 100  and  125. 

Now,  do  I  know  who  those  people  are  or  where  they  are  or 
whether  they're  actually  alive?  No,  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  But  that  is  spread  out  between  Laos,  Cambodia, 
and  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  correct.  That  comes  from  starting  with  269 
discrepancy  cases,  most  of  which  are  last  known  alive,  over  all 
three  countries. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  that's 
been  made  today,  and  we  have  to  come  back  to  it  and  take  it  into 
note.  It  goes  to  the  foundation  of  the  universe  that  we've  been  nar- 
rowing down  and  trying  to  focus  on. 
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Unless  somebody  can  show  us  that  there  is  data  within  the  case 
file  of  any  of  those  listed  as  KIA  or  data  in  the  MIA  file  that  some- 
how suggests  they  should  more  readily  have  been  in  that  last 
known  alive  status  or  POW  status — and  I  will  say  publicly  today 
that  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  today,  although  we  allow  for 
the  fact  that  there  could  be  a  small  number  that  could  transition 
conceivably  as  information  is  learned,  but  I  mean,  the  number  of 
them  might  fall  on  two  hands  conceivably — there  is  no  indication 
at  this  point  of  serious  question  marks  of  potential  captivity  ex- 
tending beyond  the  100,  225,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  our  analysis  as  of  the  information  known 
right  now. 

The  Chairman.  And  I  believe  that  our  analysis  to  date  concurs 
with  that  and  the  work  that  the  committee  has  done  on  its  lists;  is 
that  accurate?  So  that  is  another  indicator  when  you  start  getting 
reports  that  try  to  deal  with  225,  300,  and  400  numbers,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith. 

Senator  Smith.  Just  to  respond  quickly  to  that  point,  there  are, 
though,  1,000  people  that  we  really  don't  have  any  idea  what  hap- 
pened to  still  in  terms  of  exact  reporting.  So  I  think  we  should  bear 
that  in  mind  when  the  numbers  come  out. 

I  want  to  come  back  to  witness  number  6976  just  a  second.  I'm 
told,  John,  that  you  did  the  deposition  of  Emmet  Kay? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Did  Emmet  Kay  indicate  to  us  in  his  deposition 
that  he  believed  or  had  any  reason  to  believe  or  had  any  informa- 
tion or  evidence  that  would  indicate  that  there  were  American 
POW's  there  when  he  was  in  Laos?  I  know  he  said  he  didn't  see 
any,  because  he  told  me  that.  But  did  he  say  anything  differently 
than  that  in  the  deposition? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  sir,  he  did.  He  said  at  one  particular  time 
after  a  Soviet  AM-12  made  a  delivery  a  Pathet  Lao  came  up  to  him 
and  told  him  that:  You're  the  best  American  we  ever  had.  And  I 
don't  recall  the  number,  but  it  was  over  100. 

Senator  Smith.  In  other  words  

Mr.  McCreary.  The  Pathet  Lao  source  said  that  they'd  had  over 
100  at  that  time. 

Senator  Smith.  Was  that  information  provided  in  a  deposition  to 
you  guys,  what  he  said? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  He  maintained  the  same  statement  he  made 
when  he  came  back  in  1974  when  he  was  debriefed,  that  he  had  not 
seen  nor  heard  of  any  American  prisoners  in  Laos. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  we  confirmed  that  with  Mr.  Kay  this  year,  a 
couple  months  ago  talking  face  to  face. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  if  I  could  clarify.  Mr.  Kay  was  very 
careful  to  distinguish  what  he'd  heard  and  what  he  said  he  person- 
ally witnessed,  and  he  made  it  very  clear  that  he  did  not  see  and 
he  did  not  hear  of  as  a  matter  of  his  own  initiative  anybody,  any 
other  Americans  there.  We  asked  him  that  several  times. 

But  then  he  also  said — we  asked  him  the  question,  did  anyone 
tell  you?  When  we  asked  that  question,  we  elicited  the  information 
about  the  incident  with  the  Pathet  Lao  officer. 

Senator  Smith.  Thank  you. 
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To  wrap  up  here,  in  the  first  panel  this  morning  the  issue  of  the 
prison  system  came  up  and  they  deferred  to  you  when  your  panel 
came  up.  When  the  charts  were  up  there,  it  kind  of  downgraded 
Laos  as  a  black  hole.  It  indicated  that  the  prisoners — I  forget  the 
number,  85  percent,  70  percent,  whatever  the  number  was — were 
in  the  hands  of  the  North  Vietnamese  when  they  were  shot  down 
and  subsequently  were  transferred  up  to  Vietnamese  prisons. 

Can  you  tell  me  what  we  know  of  the  prison  system  as  it  existed 
as  of  that  time,  in  the  early,  mid-  to  late  seventies,  at  the  end  of 
the  war?  What  did  we  know  about  the  prison  system  in  Laos?  Was 
there  one?  How  elaborate  was  it? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  was  not  a  prison  system  in  which  American 
POW's  were  moved  through.  There  were  prisons,  obviously, 
throughout  Laos.  There  have  been  three  studies  done  on  the  pris- 
ons and  I'm  told  that  during  wartime  there  were  167  prisons,  post- 
war 33  Lao  prisons  or  seminar  camps. 

Senator  Smith.  167  prisons. 

Mr.  Gray.  Wartime. 

Senator  Smith.  Oh,  during  wartime.  But  I  assume  they're  still — 
at  least  as  a  facility  they  still  existed  at  the  end  of  the  war,  cor- 
rect? We  don't  have  any  evidence  that  they  were  knocked  down  or 
destroyed? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  So  I  guess  what  I'm  puzzled  by  is  the  very  defi- 
nite statement  that  was  made  that.  A,  this  is  not  a  black  hole,  and 
B,  that  we  know  that  these  folks  went  into  the  prison  system. 

We  know  for  a  fact  that  there  were  approximately  600.  I  think 
we've  gotten  about  50  sets  of  remains,  500-some  that  were  not  ac- 
counted for  in  Laos.  We  know  that  they  didn't  come  back  through 
Vietnam.  So  we  don't  know  what  happened  to  them,  and  we  know 
that  we  have  167  prisons.  I  think  the  number  is  larger  than  167. 

I  did  ask  you  at  the  end  of  the  war.  I  think  now,  from  what  I 
understand,  there's  over  200  prisons,  based  on  your  own,  maybe 
220  or  so,  based  on  what  your  own  analysts  have  come  up  with. 

Now,  how  many  of  those  prisons  have  we  been  in? 

Mr.  Gray.  To  my  knowledge,  we  have  not  been  in  any  of  those 
prisons.  We  have  talked  to  people  who  were  in  those  prisons  who 
have  come  out,  sources. 

Senator  Smith.  After  1973? 

Mr.  Gray.  After  1973,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  And  they  indicated  they  have  never  seen  any 
Americans  in  any  of  those  prisons? 
Mr.  Gray.  That's  correct,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  just  quickly  swing  back  to  one  or  two 
quick  points  on  1969-76  sightings.  I'm  curious  about  something,  be- 
cause when  we  went  to  Laos  we  had  the  opportunity  to  go  up  in 
that  area  and  visit  the  caves.  The  source  there  was  the  Lao  resist- 
ance person  and  he  basically  said  that  there  were  American  POW's 
held  in  at  least  three  different  locations,  and  he  gave  you  a  written 
report  on  that.  Was  that  written?  He  provided  a  written  report  on 
that? 

Did  he  provide  anything  in  writing  to  you  on  that? 
Mr.  Gray.  It's  my  understanding,  sir,  that  came  in  in  a  letter 
from  the  source. 
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Senator  Smith.  Okay,  so  it's  a  letter.  How  have  you  determined 
Lao  resistance  people?  Have  they  been  good  or  bad  sources  in  the 
past? 

Mr.  Gray.  In  the  past  overall  they  were  poor  sources,  because 
there  was  a  tendency  among  the  Lao  resistance  to  use  the  POW 
issue  for  money.  They  all  wanted  to  sell  us  dog  tags  and  bones  and 
remains. 

Senator  Smith.  On  that  particular  source,  let  me  just  ask  you 
this.  This  source  said  that  there  were  18  POW's  located  in  a  cave 
called — Fm  not  good  at  Lao  pronunciation  here,  but — Tham  Mat 
Bai.  Have  you  gotten  any  other  sources  about  a  cave  of  that  name, 
number  one? 

And  number  two,  is  there  such  a  cave  to  your  knowledge  in 
Laos? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  don't  remember  any  previous  reports  that  indicate 
or  that  refer  to  that  same  name.  "Tham"  means  cave,  so  it's  Mat 
Bai  cave.  So  we  could  check  that  out  easily. 

Senator  Smith.  I  think  one  of  the  sources — it  may  have  been 
two — ^but  source  7102  used  the  name  Tham  Phan  Mai,  which  is  a 
little  bit  different.  But  he  used  that  cave  as  a  source  and  actually 
drew  a  map  showing  where  it  is. 

Do  you  know,  is  that  the  same  cave  from  those  two  sources? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  don't  know,  sir.  We  can  check  it  out. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  just,  in  conclusion,  just  like  for  my  own,  I 
would  like  to  ask  John  McCreary.  What  we  have  not  done  here, 
and  it  will  only  take  a  minute,  I  would  like  to  just  see  the  connec- 
tion? We  have  really  looked  at  individual  sources.  We  have  ana- 
lyzed, gone  back  and  forth  analyzing  the  source  information  that 
you  have  on  these  cases. 

However,  we  did  cluster  them.  Our  investigators  clustered  them. 
Can  you  just  briefly  relate  what  the  significance  of  this  cluster  is 
here?  Why  are  these  clustered  and  what  is  the  common  thread? 
What  is  the  common  bond  that  clusters  them  among  these  reports? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  primary  common  bond  that  we  found  is  the 
geography,  is  that  we  have  something  of  an  anomaly.  And  I  respect 
DIA's  judgment  that  there  are  hundreds  of  sources  that  have  come 
out  of  this  province  that  said  they  have  not  seen  Americans.  I  be- 
lieve they  have  not. 

But  we  have  sightings  since  1985  in  an  area  that  is  visited  by 
people  and  the  date  of  the  sightings  run  through  1989,  and  that's 
the  anomaly,  that  this  is  an  area  that  is  open,  there  are  people, 
and  yet  the  sources  come  out,  have  continued  to  come  out,  first- 
hand live  sightings  as  well  as  hearsay,  about  having  seen  alleged 
American  prisoners  of  war. 

The  time  separation  doesn't  really  allow  for  an  echo  effect.  The 
sources  are  distinctive  in  what  they  see.  And  there  are  peculiar 
characteristics  of  most  of  the  sightings.  The  Americans  are  isolat- 
ed, as  Senator  Grassley  briefed.  There  are  unusual  circumstances 
in  most  of  these  sighting  reports,  and  the  resolution  of  them  is 
simply  not  persuasive. 

As  to  those  that  seem  to  have  passed  a  polygraph  or  are  resolved 
as  non-U. S.,  Soviets  or  other  Europeans,  we  were  not  persuaded  as 
we  read  the  file  that  those  would  withstand  careful  scrutiny. 
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The  Chairman.  Now,  let  me  just  ask  you  there.  This  afternoon  I 
have  asked  some  questions  on  a  number  of  these.  There  was  one 
that  I  feel  unsatisfied  about  clearly.  I  think  it  was  447.  A  couple  of 
others,  question  marks. 

But  a  number  of  them  clearly  to  me  it  seems  like  you  could 
make  a  judgment  that  these  are  explainable.  Now,  do  you  take 
those  away,  or  you  still  sit  there  because  of  the  anomaly? 

I  mean,  if  somebody  has  lied  and  the  mere  fact  that  in  lying  they 
include  the  geography  or  something  that  belongs  elsewhere,  does 
that  give  the  credibility  or  are  they  still  lying? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  didn't  post  on  our  map  admitted  fabrications. 
In  other  words,  we  erred  on  the  side  of  

The  Chairman.  We  have  some  up  here,  we've  been  analyzing 
ones  that  are  on  the  map  today. 

Mr.  McCreary.  By  and  large,  that's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  DIA  has  given  me  explanations  or  given  this 
committee  some  explanations  which  suggest  that  some  of  those 
that  we  have  flags  up  there  for  are  not  legitimate,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  my  question  is,  if  you  accept  their  analysis  in 
the  number  of  these  where  they  say  the  person  was  not  credible, 
the  person  had  inconsistencies,  we  don't  believe  that  source,  the 
person  wanted  money,  relocation,  other  things,  plus  the  inconsist- 
encies, we  discard  it. 

My  question  is,  if  you  have  decided  that  a  person  is  not  telling 
the  truth,  but  by  happenstance  or  by  rumor  or  just  by  the  nature 
of  the  terrain  they  have  included  what  falls  into  what  you  call  an 
anomaly,  are  they  are  liar  or  is  the  anomaly  somehow  credible  out- 
side of  their  other  lies?  What  is  the  answer? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  agree,  with  fabrications  we  didn't  post  the 
flags. 

The  Chairman.  But  they're  saying  some  of  these  things  that  are 
posted  about  which  I've  been  asking  are  fabrications. 

Mr.  McCreary.  And  on  the  record  that  we  have,  we  don't  agree 
with  that. 

The  Chairman.  You  don't  agree  with  that? 
Mr.  McCreary.  Excuse  me? 

The  Chairman.  You  don't  agree  with  that?  You  personally,  you 
and  others  who  have  looked  at  it  don't  agree  with  that? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  live  sighting  investigators  that  work  for  you, 
Senator. 

The  Chairman.  Right.  Your  judgment  is  that  you  don't  agree 
with  their  judgment? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  need  to  see  more  information  than  the 
record  contains.  There  are  a  lot  of  incomplete  things. 

The  Chairman.  And  in  some  cases  I  agree  with  that.  But  I'm  not 
talking  about  all  here.  I'm  trying  to  get  specific.  Where  DIA — this 
is  why  I  wanted  to  go  through  some  of  these.  Let's  go  back  here  for 
a  moment. 

Let's  just  take  this  one  right  here  that  we're  asking  about,  a  1984 
sighting  report  with  respect  to  225  American  and  35  French  prison- 
ers. You  feel  that  needs  more  explanation  still? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Another  source  in  your  package  talks  about  200 
prisoners  in  the  same  year  and  in  1986.  And  there  is  yet  one  other 
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report  that  has  not  yet  been  declassified.  So  we  consider  that  to  be 
an  open  case  situation,  rather  than  trying  to  resolve  it. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  get  at  this.  Do  you  think  it's  re- 
solved, the  225/35?  You  call  it  unresolved,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  It's 
your  own  designation.  You  say  it's  unresolved. 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  we're  still  talking  to  people  from  that  area.  We 
will  always  check  on  reports  like  that.  That's  a  hearsay  report. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  if  I  could  add,  we're  not  confident  at  all 
by  any  stretch  that  there  are  200  people  in  Viengxay  right  now,  as 
reported  by  the  sources.  But  within  a  relatively  short  period  of 
time  we  received  three  reports  that  indicated  what  I  would  call  a 
spike  in  the  intelligence  reporting  that  has  no  explanation,  which 
justifies  leaving  it  open. 

But  we  didn't  find  as  we  looked  at  the  three  files  that  the  three 
files  were  ever  compared  to  each  other. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  accurate,  they  were  never  compared  to 
each  other? 

Mr.  Gray.  I'm  not  aware  of  it,  sir.  We'd  have  to  check  it  out. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you  another  question.  Number  12117, 
this  is  a  hearsay  sighting.  A  CIA  informant,  a  former  first  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Lao  People's  Army,  says  there  are  14  American  POW's 
being  held  at  Xiang  Louang  in  the  Viengxay  district  in  Laos;  14 
American  POW's  are  being  guarded  by  a  26-man  police  company 
commanded  by  Police  Lieutenant  Sitha.  The  POW's  grow  rice  and 
vegetables  for  a  living,  but  they're  not  allowed  to  wear  shoes. 

Status,  unresolved.  Should  that  be  open?  Is  that  a  legitimate 
flag?  Is  that  a  legitimate  flag,  a  question  mark,  a  hearsay  report? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  case  is  open  because  it  is  a  hearsay  report,  and  it 
will  be  compared  to  maybe  the  firsthand  reports  that  come  out  of 
that  area. 

Senator  Smith.  Why  is  that?  Because  you  don't  pursue  hearsay 
reports? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  do  pursue  hearsay  reports.  In  this  case  we  will 
check  it  through. 
The  Chairman.  Yes,  Mr.  McCreary. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Not  professing  to  have  done  any  thorough  analy- 
sis of  this  report,  but  we  did  find  other  sources  that  refer  to  Xiang 
Louang  as  a  cave  just  outside  Viengxay.  So  we  found  correlation 
with  another  cave  that  really  exists,  which  suggests  that  there's 
something  to  look  at  in  this  report. 

We  did  find  other  reports  about  someone's  practices  of  holding 
prisoners  in  a  cave  near  a  residence,  or  at  least  allegations  to  that 
effect,  and  there  are  some  more  in  some  attached  material.  But  in 
summary,  we  found  some  things  consistent  with  some  of  the  report- 
ing that  were  contained  in  this.  We  didn't  find  that  in  the  file  as 
we  examined  the  file. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator  Kerry,  if  I  could  add  something  here.  When 
we  briefed  the  committee  in  secure  spaces,  we  indicated  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  caves  at  Viengxay  and  that  entire  area  has  been  a 
high  interest  target  analytically  ever  since  the  days  of  the  war.  It 
remains  so  to  this  day. 

As  the  committee  knows  from  the  briefing  that  we  prepared  and 
gave  in  a  secure  setting  that  day,  there  are  several  means  of  intel- 
ligence collection  that  unfortunately  we  cannot  describe  here  in 
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open  session,  but  nonetheless  are  intensely  focused  on  this  area  of 
Houa  Phan  Province  and  Viengxay. 

I  know  that  sounds  like  a  very  convenient  thing  to  say,  because  I 
can't  give  you  specifics  on  it.  But  that  area  remains  for  us  what  we 
call  an  area  target.  In  addition  to  specific  sighting  reports  and 
more  general  hearsay  reports  in  the  area,  that  is  an  area  target  for 
us.  And  I  am  sitting  here  and  feel  confident  in  telling  you  and 
members  of  this  committee  every  means  of  intelligence  gathering 
that's  available  to  the  U.S.  Government  that  could  develop  infor- 
mation on  whether  or  not  anybody  is  held  in  Houa  Phan  Province 
in  the  caves  at  Viengxay  is  being  exercised,  and  we  did  go  over 
that  in  closed  session  in  a  secure  setting. 

The  Chairman.  With  respect  to  live  sighting  report  number  6976, 
this  is  the  one  where  the  hearsay  report  on  the  three  different  lo- 
cations, the  person  who  claimed  to  be  a  resistance  leader.  You  have 
basically  debunked  that.  You've  said  it's  a  non-prisoner  and  that's 
gone. 

Mr.  McCreary,  let  me  ask  you,  do  you  accept  that  that  is  gone? 
Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  you  have  to  give  me  a  moment. 
The  Chairman.  Number  6976. 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  point  that  wasn't  analyzed  in  that  report 
was  the  correlation  of  the  cave  with  the  cave  that  was  reported  by 
another  source,  as  I  recall.  This  has  to  be  left  open  until  the  corre- 
lations between  these  two  sources  are  explored  in  greater  detail, 
and  we  didn't  find  any  evidence  of  that  examination  or  explana- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  mean?  Neither  of  these  is  so  de- 
scriptive of  the  cave  that  you  can  really  correlate  them. 

Mr.  McCreary.  One  source  describes  the  cave  and  another 
person  drew  a  map  of  the  same  cave  that  seems  similar. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  guys  not  cross-tabulated  your  cave  re- 
ports? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  they  have  been  cross-tabulated. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  there  any  correlation  between  this 
report  by  this  resistance  leader,  so-called,  and  the  other  cave  re- 
ports? 

Mr.  Gray.  I'm  not  aware  of  any  connection  or  correlation  be- 
tween these  two. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  assuming  there  isn't  such  a  correlation,  do 
you  concur  that  this  resistance  leader  is  highly  questionable? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Absolutely,  Senator. 

The  Chairman.  You  do. 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  fundamental  basis  for  this  analysis  is  the 
fact  that  it's  the  same  cave,  it's  the  same  name. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  make  a  comment  about  what  I  be- 
lieve you  referred  to  as  a  spike  in  reporting.  The  indication  was 
that  if  this  spike  is  otherwise  unexplained  it  therefore  raises  a 
strong  possibility  that  there  must  be  some  kernel  of  fact  here: 
Where  there's  smoke,  there's  fire. 

There  are  in  fact  any  number  of  factors  that  could  account  for 
this  spike,  things  that  would  never  come  to  our  attention.  For  ex- 
ample, there  could  be  one  of  the  private  POW-MIA  hunters  out 
there  looking  for  information,  which  would  generate  it.  As  soon  as 
the  word  passes  in  the  resistance  community,  every  person  that 
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was  out  there  in  the  resistance  community  seeking  to  make  a  buck 
off  the  issue  would  seek  out  somebody  to  tell  his  story  to. 

And  there  can  be  other  explanations  for  these  spikes.  There  are 
too  many  variables  for  us  to  conclude,  since  there's  a  spike  in  re- 
porting, it  means  there's  some  fact  behind  the  story. 

Mr.  McCreary.  May  I  respond,  Senator? 

The  Chairman.  You  have,  have  you  not,  gone  to  most  of  the 
caves  in  the  Viengxay  area,  have  you  not? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir,  absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  So  it's  not  as  though  this  report  is  sitting  there. 
The  cave  has  been  visited.  Is  there  anybody  who  was  reported  in 
that  vicinity,  any  American  at  this  date  in  the  cave,  or  any  foreign- 
ers in  a  cave? 

Mr.  Gray.  No  reports  at  all  of  American  prisoners,  no,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  Any  people  being  held  in  prisons,  period,  in 
caves  at  this  point? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Are  there  in  fact  people  being  held  prisoner  in 
prison  camps? 

Mr.  Gray.  In  the  seminar  camps,  there  are  still  a  very  small 
number  of  Lao  who  are  being  held. 

The  Chairman.  Are  there  not  also  some  local  prisons,  one  par- 
ticularly in  Samneua? 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely,  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  there  are  people  being  held  there? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  not  in  the  caves? 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  correct.  The  indications  are  that  the  bars  on 
the  caves  have  now  rusted,  the  weeds  and  grass  have  grown  up  in 
front  of  the  caves.  Indications  are  they're  not  being  used  at  all  and 
they  haven't  been  used  for  years. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  to  make  a  comment? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Only  as  regards  Mr.  DeStatte's  statement.  One  of 
the  things — all  the  staff  has  said  is  that  one  of  the  options  is  that 
the  person  is  telling  the  truth. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  there  a  point  with  that  option  

Mr.  McCreary.  He  was  saying,  he  was  providing  information, 
where  a  bone-hunter  or  a  dog  tag  purveyor  would  fabricate  a 
report,  that's  certainly  true.  But  also  one  of  the  options  is  the 
truth,  that  the  source  is  telling  the  truth. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  we  have  a  responsibility  to  follow  common 
sense  rules  here  also.  I  believe  you  yourself  acknowledge  that  when 
you  start  talking  about  200,  250  American  prisoners  and  35  French 
prisoners  in  this  location  that  that  strains  credulity  beyond  what's 
reasonable. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  simply  because  there  were  three  reports 
that  mention  similar  numbers  in  a  similar  area  in  what  you  refer 
to  as  a  spike,  therefore  we  should  keep  these  open,  simply  it  defies 
good  sense,  to  say  nothing  of  good  analysis. 

The  Chairman.  Why?  Explain  that?  Give  me  something  more  to 
hang  a  hat  on  here. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I'll  refer  back  to  what  Mr.  Sheetz  said  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  and  what  you  have  referred  to  several  times  today,  this 
province  of  candidates,  this  province  of  what  is  possible.  When  we 
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look  at  the  totality  of  evidence,  the  province  of  possible  is  so  small 
that  when  we  look  at  figures  like  200,  250,  and  then  when  we  plug 
in  the  French — the  French  were  satisfied  as  early  as  1958  that  all 
of  their  people  had  been  released. 

I'm  not  quite  sure  why  we  should,  40  some  years  or  30  some 
years  later,  be  questioning  the  French  government's  judgment  on 
that.  But  they  were  satisfied  their  people  were  released. 

So  again,  35  French  in  this  location  strains  credulity. 

The  Chairman.  Any  French  prisoners  that  are  in  there  have  got 
to  be  75  and  90  years  old,  aren't  they,  somewhere  in  that  vicinity? 
If  they  were  20  years  old,  so  40 — 60  years  old. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Late  50's,  early  60's. 

The  Chairman.  Late  50's,  early  60's. 

Mr.  RosENAU.  Sir,  there's  a  reason  why  you  get  reports  on  areas. 
In  this  particular  area,  first  of  all,  if  somebody  is  going  to  fabricate 
and  tell  a  story,  if  he's  got  his  ducks  in  line  he's  going  to  put  a 
little  truth  behind  it  to  give  us  something  to  hold  onto. 

We  know  that  Viengxay,  that  area  was  Pathet  Lao  headquarters. 
Everybody  in  Laos  knows  that.  There  were  known  prisoners.  We 
know  prisoners  were  held  there.  Not  all  of  them  came  back. 

There  are  numerous  seminar  camps  up  there,  so  everybody 
knows  there  are  seminar  camps  up  there.  We  know  there  were 
Russians,  Cubans,  and  numerous  other  individuals  up  in  that  area 
wandering  around,  for  whatever  reason.  There's  a  lot  of  reasons 
why  somebody  would  report  seeing  things  in  that  particular  area. 

That  does  not  necessarily  mean  they  are  American  POW's. 
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c  no9/oc  ■  • 

MENORANOUM  FOR  BGEN  SHUFELT  (VO) 

SUBJECT:    The  POH/MIA  Issue  (U)  .  " 

1.  C   !]  i  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  the  situation  J  found  when  I  took  over 
responsibility  for  the  POW/HIA  issue.    The  deeper  I  looked,  the  less  professional 
the  operation  appeared.    It  appeared  to  be  particularly  sloppy  in  the  late 
seventies',  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  squarcd-away  operation  today.    As  a 
professional  intelligence  officer  with  a  significant  portion  of  my  career 
spent  as  an  analyst.  I  found  the  following  to  be  particul^ar  problems: 

a.  Case  files  were  incomplete,  sloppy  (all  mixed-up,  loose  pa~prcrs',  undated  I 
scribbled  analyst  notes,  raisfiled  papers,  etc.)  and  generally  unprofessional.  ] 

b.  There  were  no  action  logs  in  the  cases  or  where  there  were- logs,  entries  ] 
had  not  been  made  in  a  long  time.  \ 

.C.    Follow-up  actions  had  not  been  pursued.    In  some  cases,  obvious  follow- 
up  actions  were  called  for  but  were  never  taken  and  years  had  passed. 

d.    There  was  no  tickler  system  to  ensure  that  wc  followed  up  on  our  own 
tasking.  C 


f.    We  had  never  employed  some  of  the  most  basic  analytic  tools  sucli  as 
plotting  all  sightings  on  a  map  to  look  for  patterns,  concentrations,  etc. 

2.  C   3  Thus,  there  is  a  great  element  of  truth  in  General  Tighe's  statements  " 
that  wc  have  done  a  sloppy  job.    I  come  to  the  same  conclusion  after  having 
looked  into  the  issue  probably  in  somewhat  more  detail  than  General  Tighe.  but 
not  for  as  long  a  period  of  time. 

3.  C  ^  With  regard  to  the  allegation  of  "a  mindset  to  debunk",  I  must  conclude 
that  there  is  an  clement  of  truth  to  this  as. well,  although  probably  not  as  much 
as  has  been  publicly  stated.    In  fairness  to  OC-2,  a  good  measure  of  this  is 
attributable  simply  to  human  nature.    The  analysts  have  seen  so  many  fabrications 
for  so  long  that  their  first  subconscious  reaction  is  "this  is  just  more  of  the 
same  garbage".    And  most  of  it  is.    But  some  may  not  be.     Frustrating  as  it  all 
is,  they  have  got  to  run  all  the  leads  to  the  ground.    They  have  not  been  doing 
this  as  faithfully  as  they  should.    Thus,  the  "mindset  to  debunk"  charge  and 
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the  "sloppy  analysis"  charge  are  closely  related.    The  former  causes  the  latter. 
The  leadership  of  bc>2  (the  0*6.  Deputy,  and  senior  analyst)  must  be  the  conscience 
of  the  organization  to  preclude  this  mindset  taking  hold  and  to  closely  monitor 
the  work.    This  they  definitely  have  not  done  well  over  the  years. 

4.    CI   i  am  not  persuaded  that  enough  assets  are  being  dedicated,  to  this 
problem  if  ft  is  the  top  priority  problem  we  claim  it  is.    In  part.lcu1ar;  I 
Monder.-if  JCftC  is  adequately  manned,  C 

1  would  encourage  you  to  do  this  early  in  your  time  here  so  you  can  draw* 
conclusions  regarding  the  adequacy  of  our  level  of  effort  in  the  field.  Without 
firsthand' exposure,  my  observations  in  this  area  fall  into  the  category  of  gut 
feelings  rather  than  researched  opinions. 

5-  C  1  A  key  area  which  requires  attention  is  OIA's  image  —  how  we  are 
perceived  to  be  doing  our  Job  rather  than  (or  in  addition  to)  how  vre  really  are 
doing  it.    We  need  to  portray  an  image  of  open-minded,  objective  profefjsionals 
who  take  this  business  very  seriouslyC 

^ 

6.  C  1    I  sec  the  most  important  thing  wc  must  do  right  now  is  to  be  cementing 
relationships  on  the  Hill.    We  have  not  done  as  well  there  as  wc  should.    It  is 
clear  that  Congressman  Hcndon  will  be  using  our  files  to  discredit  us  (and  he 
will  have  lots  of  ammunition  there).    Ve  need  to  ensure  that  we  have  formed  the 
necessary  alliances  with  IIPSCI  and  the  Asian-Pacific  Affairs  committees,  their 
staffers,  and  their  chairmen  that  we  receive  support  in  our  efforts  to- damage- 
limit  Congressman  Heruloh. 

7.  CI    I  am  afraid  we  are  in  for  some  troubled  times.    He  have  not  done  our 
Job  as  well  as  we  should  have  in  days  passed  and  wc  will  not  withstand  scrutiny 
very  well.    Yet  wc  will  receive  plenty  of  scrutiny  in  days  to  come.    We  must 
make  all  preparations  to  minimize  the  criticism  this  scrutiny  will,  bring.  I 
have  attached  a  list  of  action  items  which  I  believe  arc  required  to  accomplish 
this.    I  have  already  tasked  OC-2  in  these  areas,  but  close  monitoring  and  some 
personal  involvement  will  be  called  for.    I  stand  by  to  help  in  any  way  I  can. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  A.  BROOKS^ 
Commodore,  USN 
Assistant  Deputy  Director 
for  Collection  Management 
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ACTIONS  TASKED  TO  OC-2  (NOT  IH  rRIORITY  ORDER) 


Get  together  with  Tom  Latimer  of  KPSCI  «nd  ultimately  perhaps  Congressman 
Hamilton  to  line  up  their  support  vis-a-vlj  Congressman  Hendon.    Do  the 
same  thing  wlth  'the  As la/PacI fic' Affairs  staff  and  personally  with  Congressmen 
Solarz,  Solomon,  and  Gilman. 


r 


Set  up  a  periodic  review  process  to  ensure  necessary  action  Is  being  t^Jcco  on, ^11 


cases. 


C 


Hire  a  returned  POM  as  an  analyst.  (This  gives  Ann  Mills  Griffiths  some,  problems 
and  will  have  to  be  discussed  with  her.)  ■ 

Put  a  Reservist  to  work  doing  a  study  on  the  backgrounds/conmon  deooininatbrs  of 
the  couple  of  dozen  MIAs  who  were  known  to  haycbecn  captured  .all  ve' but  who  never 
showed  up  in  the  prison  system. 

Get  an  extra  intel  clerk  aboard  (action  pcnding>KS) . 
Get  AOP  help  (action  pcnding-RS).' 

c 

1 

C  1 

c    :3 

VO  travel  to  CIL,  JCRC,  and  camps  at  earliest  convenicnee.  ' 

Prepare  unclassified  precis  of  Intel! igcnce  provided  by  Smitj/and  Hclntlcc. 
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The  Chairman.  Senator  Grassley,  do  you  have  any  further  ques- 
tions? 
Senator  Grassley.  No. 
The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith. 

Senator  Smith.  No,  I  have  no  further  questions.  I  just  have  two 
requests  for  tomorrow.  Baron  52,  Mr.  DeStatte,  is  not  on  a  cluster 
that  we're  looking  at  tomorrow,  but  I  do  have  a  couple  of  brief 
questions  on  that.  I  just  want  to  alert  you  to  it  for  tomorrow. 

The  second  thing  is,  Mr.  Sheetz,  would  it  be  possible  to  change 
the  redaction  on  the  Brooks  report  that  refers  to  this  type  of  analy- 
sis? You've  redacted  that  out.  I  made  that  point  in  the  opening 
statement.  I  will  just  make  a  formal  request  that  that  redaction  be 
put  back  into  the  document  because  it's  germane  to  the  hearing,  so 
germane  to  the  hearing,  one.  Number  two,  I  don't  see  any  security 
reasons  for  having  it  out. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  There's  a  representative  of  the  Central  Documenta- 
tion Office  here  today  and  I  will  get  with  that  representative  after 
the  meeting. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay.  Thank  you. 

Senator  Grassley.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  could  take  30  seconds.  I 
would  just  simply  want  to  compliment  you  for — this  is  a  lot  of  hard 
work,  what  you've  gone  through  to  bring  the  committee  together 
and  bring  the  Department  together  with  our  staff. 

I  think  that  the  process  has  been  helped  by  the  exchanges  that 
we  heard  today.  I  think  the  public  is  going  to  be  well-served  and 
well-informed  from  this.  That's  my  viewpoint. 

I  think  also  it's  very  important  to  make  sure  we  get  the  addition- 
al materials  that  we  have  requested,  so  that  we  can  resolve  some  of 
these  issues. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  appreciate  your  comments  on  a  personal 
note  and  I  concur  that  it's  very  important  that  we  have  the  materi- 
als for  tomorrow. 

And  I'd  like  to  ask,  Mr.  Sheetz,  if  you  can  make  certain  with  Mr. 
Codinha  and  Frances  Zwenig  that  you're  in  agreement  as  to  what's 
needed  for  tomorrow.  We've  got  to  do  the  two  other  clusters  tomor- 
row, and  what  I  would  like  to  do  is  for  the  record  make  certain 
that  for  those  reports  which  are  flagged  where  we  have  not  neces- 
sarily vetted  them  publicly  here  that  there  will  be  a  record  where 
you  have  answered  some  questions  in  writing  or  at  least  submitted, 
so  that  our  record  shows  what  you  have  with  respect  to  those  re- 
ports, so  that  each  of  these  are  in  fact  analyzed,  if  you  will,  public- 
ly for  these  purposes. 

A  couple  more  questions.  I  just  want  to  try  to  get  the  record  a 
little  more  extended  on  this.  You  showed  us  two  maps  today  in 
which  you  had  all  these  plots  on  the  maps,  so  you  put  your  clusters 
on  a  map  in  both  forms,  so  to  speak.  Our  investigators  have  re- 
viewed a  lot  of  these  live  sighting  reports  and  have  put  their  own 
sort  of  purged  clusters,  not  the  full  1500,  but  a  diminished  number, 
the  928. 

Those  928,  as  Mr.  McCreary  has  stated,  evidence  anomalies.  They 
evidence  sort  of  this  unity  of  the  Citadel,  if  you  will,  in  Hanoi,  the 
unity  of  caves  being  mentioned,  et  cetera. 
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Now,  my  question  to  you  is:  How  should  this  committee  in  your 
view  interpret  that?  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  anomaly  or  anom- 
alies that  they  have  identified  which  have  created  these  clusters? 
Is  there  any  meaning?  Or  is  it  still  imperative  to  look  behind  the 
cluster,  at  each  and  every  individual  report,  and  make  the  judg- 
ment about  the  individual  sources? 

Do  you  need  to  do  both?  Does  one  have  meaning  without  the 
other?  Where  do  we  go? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  say  that  both  are  useful,  and  any  means  of 
trying  to  get  at  the  facts  is  a  useful  exercise.  In  looking  at  clusters, 
it  makes  sense  to  see  where  a  reporting  falls  geographically.  As  we 
said  this  morning,  we  do  it  ourselves. 

Every  time  we  get  a  new  report  in,  the  first  thing  we  run  is  in 
our  computer  data  base  either  a  circle  search  or  a  UTM  grid 
square  search,  where  we  have  the  analysts  take  a  look  at  all  the 
reporting  for  that  immediate  geographic  area,  including  reports 
that  have  been  closed  out  years  and  years  ago. 

But  we  keep  relooking  at  old  information  as  new  information 
comes  in.  So  there  is  value  in  looking  at  things  in  the  context  of 
other  reporting  in  the  area. 

But  by  the  same  token,  on  the  other  hand,  you  must  look  at  each 
individual  report.  Does  the  information  make  sense?  Was  the 
source  placed  to  have  actually  seen  or  heard  or  gathered  the  infor- 
mation that  he  or  she  says  that  they  were  privy  to?  Is  there  a  con- 
sistent story? 

All  this  work  needs  to  be  done.  It's  painstaking,  it's  hard,  it's  dif- 
ficult. It  takes  longer  than  we  would  like.  It  forces  us  in  many 
cases  to  go  back  out,  to  task  people  on  the  ground  in  Southeast 
Asia,  Stoney  Beach  assets  and  others. 

I  sense  the  committee's  frustration  and  I  am  frustrated  and  I 
know  the  families  are.  We  want  to  know  what  the  facts  are.  But 
it's  a  difficult  process  and  it's  not  neat  and  clean.  And  when  you're 
done,  when  you've  done  everything  you  do,  in  some  cases  you're 
still  left  with  sort  of  an  uneasy  feeling  that  you  wish  you  knew 
more. 

But  that's  the  nature  of  this  business. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  interpret  any  of  the  live  sighting  reports 
that  you  have  in  front  of  you  today  as  evidence  that  an  American 
is  alive  inside  Southeast  Asia  today? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  kind  of  clearcut  statement  I  cannot  make,  and 
I  don't  think  there's  a  Member  on  this  committee  who  can  make 
such  a  statement.  We  have  110  reports.  It  was  109  when  I  last 
briefed  you  and  there's  been  a  new  one  come  in.  We  have  110  re- 
ports right  now  that  are  in  active  inventory,  and  as  we  go  into  the 
areas  where  those  110  reports  are  located,  we  take  a  look  at  other 
reporting  that's  in  that  same  geographic  area. 

Until  we  run  those  to  ground,  I  can't  tell  you.  That's  not  a  cop- 
out.  I  cannot  tell  you.  If  I  tried  to  tell  you,  then  I  would  be  debunk- 
ing, because  we  just  flat-out  don't  know  what  the  status  of  those 
110  are.  But  those  are  open  reports. 

When  you  pull  up  closed  reports — we  wouldn't  have  closed  them. 
In  fact,  as  you'll  find  out  tomorrow  in  the  second  panel,  we  don't 
close  them.  The  review  board  closes  them,  and  there  will  be  people 
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not  from  DIA,  from  State  Department,  who  can  attest  as  to  how 
that  review  board  operates. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  analyze  these,  do  you  also  measure 
them  against  political  or  other  rationales  for  people  being  held?  I 
mean,  do  you  somehow  weigh  this  against  what  you  understand  is 
the  current  policy  of  the  government? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  that  is  a  matter  worth  thinking  about  in  sort 
of  a  generic  sense. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  don't  do  that? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  don't  think  that  comes  into  play  when  we're  look- 
ing at  an  individual  report.  We  have  to  deal  with  a  report  as  being 
possibly  the  one  that  represents  someone  being  alive,  and  whether 
or  not  we  can  from  our  perspective  justify  or  rationalize  

The  Chairman.  Let  me  tell  you  why  I  ask  that.  In  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  one  thing  may  be  more  likely  than  another,  may  it 
not?  If  the  government  of  Laos  has  said  as  a  matter  of  policy,  we 
don't  have  anybody,  people  say  to  me:  Well,  Senator,  it's  kind  of 
incomprehensible  to  me  that  the  government  of  Laos  is  ever  going 
to  be  able  to  produce  anybody  if  that's  their  public  position. 

Is  that  not  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  In  a  sense,  they've  painted  themselves  into  a  corner. 

The  Chairman.  So  what  is  the  rationale  for  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Laos  would  be  holding  10,  20,  200  people,  whatever  it  is? 
What's  the  rationale  if  nobody's  ever  willing  to  cut  a  deal  to  get 
them  back? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  with  Laos  it's  even  harder  to  rationalize. 
The  Chairman.  I  mean,  is  there  a  rationale? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  None  that  I  can  grab  onto. 

The  Chairman.  Any  that  anybody  in  DIA  grabs  onto?  I  mean,  is 
there  any  of  this  in  your  analysis? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could  make  a  few  comments  on  that.  And 
again,  this  is  a  general  overview,  not  something  that  would  really 
go  to  a  specific  case.  But  if  we  go  back  to  the  early  sixties,  1961,  I 
believe  the  20th,  22nd  of  December  1961  was  the  first  American 
prisoner  captured  during  our  war,  a  fellow  named  George  Fruyette. 

And  there  was  this  spurt  or  spike  of  POW  captures  in  the  next 
few  months,  and  they  were  released  or  some  of  them  were  killed. 
But  when  they  picked  those  prisoners  up-— and  I  was  there  at  the 
time  and  I  recall  seeing  some  of  the  reporting  on  it  back  then.  The 
communists  were  attempting  to  use  these  prisoners  as  a  device  for 
forcing  the  United  States  Government  to  give  de  facto  recognition 
to  the  communist  movement  in  the  south  as  a  legitimate  political 
entity  there. 

And  they  have  consistently  from  the  beginning,  when  they  have 
had  POW's,  used  those  POW's  in  such  a  way  as  to  further  their 
political,  diplomatic,  and  strategic  goals.  If  they  still  have  those 
POW's,  I  believe  they  would  continue  to  act  as  they  have  in  the 
past,  use  them,  not  deny  that  they  have  them. 

Also,  we  ask  would  they  have  a  reason  to  keep  POW's?  And 
that's  usually  the  way  the  question  is  phrased,  and  I  think  we 
might  benefit  from  looking  at  the  question  a  different  way:  Did 
they  have  something  to  lose  by  keeping  POW's?  Back  then,  I  can't 
recall  exactly  when,  but  1979  or  the  early  eighties,  we  had  a  source 
come  out  who  is  confirmed  to  have  been  a  staff  level  officer  in  the 
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South  Vietnam  Liberation  Army  for  B-2  Front,  and  his  staff  re- 
sponsibilities gave  him  access  to  all  policy  matters  concerning 
POW's  that  were  held  by  B-2  Front. 

B-2  Front  comprised  all  of  South  Vietnam  from  approximately 
the  12th  parallel  south,  approximately  the  southern  third  of  South 
Vietnam,  and  the  Cambodian  border  area.  This  fellow  told  us  that 
as  the  negotiations  leading  up  to  the  signing  of  the  Paris  Accords 
were  reaching  the  denouement  stage  B-2  Front  Headquarters  re- 
ceived instructions  from  the  high  command  in  Hanoi  to  release  all 
U.S.  POW's. 

His  commander,  who  I  believe  at  the  time  was  General  Tran  Van 
Tra,  but  anyway  his  commander,  sent  a  message  to  Hanoi  with  the 
request  asking  the  authorities  in  Hanoi  if  they  may  wish  to  recon- 
sider that  order  in  the  event  that  the  Americans  failed  to  honor 
their  obligations  under  the  Paris  Accords. 

The  instructions  that  came  back  from  Hanoi  were,  to  para- 
phrase, not  only  no,  but  hell  no;  you  release  everybody.  Now,  he 
could  not  say  from  his  firsthand  knowledge  that  the  same  instruc- 
tions applied  to  other  regions  of  Indochina,  but  it  was  his  belief  it 
had. 

That  belief  was  based  largely  on  his  belief  that,  had  there  been  a 
different  policy  applied  elsewhere,  he  would  have  known  about 
that. 

Now,  growing  out  of  that  discussion  and  discussions  with  other 
people  familiar  with  what  was  happening  at  that  time,  it  occurs  to 
me  that  the  Vietnamese  high  command — the  reason  for  that  order 
was  that  they  had  everything  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  if  they 
kept  the  U.S.  POW's.  They  viewed — and  this  was  amply  document- 
ed in  their  literature  and  anecdotally  with  just  about  any  Vietnam- 
ese that  you  speak  to.  They  viewed  the  Paris  Peace  Accords  as 
guaranteed  reunification  under  their  control,  a  guaranteed  mili- 
tary victory. 

And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  began  immediately  to  reorganize 
their  armed  forces  to  develop  mobile  corps  that  were  no  longer  tied 
to  military  regions,  that  could  sweep  through  military  regions 
without  having  to  change  command  and  control  arrangements,  to 
make  it  more  efficient.  They  were  reorganizing  for  the  final  offen- 
sive that  came  in  1975. 

The  only  thing  that  would  prevent  or  delay  that  guaranteed  vic- 
tory from  their  perspective  would  be  the  reintroduction  of  U.S. 
combat  forces.  And  anyone  looking  at  the  U.S.  scene  at  that  time 
would  have  to  conclude  that  there  would  be  no  way  that  an  Ameri- 
can administration  would  win  approval  from  the  American  public 
and  from  the  Congress  and  Senate  for  reintroduction  of  U.S. 
combat  forces  unless  there  was  some  powerful  emotional  reason  for 
it. 

And  the  only — in  my  judgment,  the  only  rationale,  the  only 
cause,  that  could  have  mobilized  public  support  for  reintroduction 
of  U.S.  combat  forces  and  the  delay  or  prevention  of  communist 
victory  there  would  be  to  discover  that  they  had  failed  to  release 
all  U.S.  POW's.  They  were  not  so  ignorant  or  naive  as  to  think  that 
we  lacked  the  means  to  discover  those  POW's  if  they  in  fact  kept 
them. 
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I  would  point  out  also,  as  to  our  means,  during  the  war  we  gath- 
ered information  from  a  whole  host  of  sources.  We  captured  several 
million  documents.  We  had  a  quarter  of  a  million,  approximately, 
prisoners  and  rallyers,  all  of  whom  were  debriefed.  All  documents 
were  reviewed  for  information  about  POW's  and  the  POW  system. 

We  had  our  clandestine  human  intelligence  collection  system. 
We  had  the  signals  intelligence,  all  of  the  American  POW's  who 
were  released.  All  of  the  South  Vietnamese  POW's  who  were  re- 
leased, and  there  were  many,  many  more  of  those  than  there  were 
others,  everyone  who  escaped,  and  there  were  quite  a  number  of 
South  Vietnamese  who  escaped  and  some  Americans  who  escaped; 
also  from  Lao — there  was  a  massive  defection  of  Pathet  Lao  in 
1972 — they  were  all  debriefed. 

There  were  also  the  Royal  Lao  Army  servicemen  who  were  cap- 
tured and  later  escaped  or  released.  They  were  all  debriefed. 

Nowhere  in  all  of  that  information  do  we  have  the  slightest  hint 
that  there  was  a  separate  evacuation  system,  a  separate  POW  de- 
tention system,  or  anything  that  would  sustain  a  belief  that  there 
were  POW's  in  captivity  other  than  those  who  were  released  in 
1973. 

The  Chairman.  But  my  question  to  you  is,  you  accept  the  notion 
that  the  very  discrepancy  cases  you're  looking  at  today  are  there 
because  there  wasn't  full  accounting  back  in  1973,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  There  is  always  the  possibility  of  error. 

The  Chairman.  But  more  than  error,  there  was  evidence,  was 
there  not,  that  some  of  those  people  unaccounted  for  who  make  up 
current  cases  were  last  known  to  be  alive  and  in  captivity,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  There's  a  long  history  to  that,  and  there  are 
people  that  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  our  efforts  to  account 
for  our  people. 

The  Chairman.  No,  I  understand  that.  But  what  I'm  saying  is, 
you  sit  there  and  say  everybody  came  home,  but  in  fact  the  very 
dilemma  is  the  question  mark  as  to  whether  or  not  they  did,  and 
there  was  not  accounting  for  that.  So  I  mean,  it  is  possible  that 
some  were  held,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  There  are  a  number  of  people,  and  I  can't  cite 
from  memory  the  precise  number,  there  are  a  number  of  people 
that  we  had  reason  to  believe  and  still  have  reason  to  believe  were 
or  could  have  been  alive  and  captured. 

The  Chairman.  And  should  have  come  home? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  they  had  been  moved  to  a  formal  POW  camp, 
should  have  come  home.  We  do  not  have  an  accounting  for  those 
folks.  The  Vietnamese  I  believe,  primarily  the  Vietnamese  and  to  a 
far  lesser  extent  the  Lao,  could  provide  us,  should  be  able  to  pro- 
vide us,  definitive  answers  on  the  fate  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  those 
individuals. 

The  Chairman.  We're  really  down  now  to  a  question  mark  about 
43  people,  aren't  we?  That's  what  we're  dealing  with,  or  am  I 
wrong?  There  are  43  questions. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  that's  accurate. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  correct,  Mr.  Sheetz?  How  many  cases,  60? 
62  on  the  Vessey  list? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  plus  some  additional  last  known  alive  discrep- 
ancy cases  that  were  not  in  the  original  Vessey  list,  plus  some 
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POW's,  some  people  the  services  held  as  POW's,  who  did  not  come 
home  at  Homecoming.  The  total  that  we're  working  with  is  right 
around  130,  135  that  are  unresolved  discrepancy  cases  in  all  of 
Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia? 

The  Chairman.  You  know  what  Fd  like  you  to  do,  if  I  can?  I 
hope  this  doesn't  put  you  to  too  much  task,  but  it  ought  to  be 
pretty  much  available.  Would  you  bring  in  to  the  committee  tomor- 
row your  list  of  this  133? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  With  a  little  precis  as  to  each. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  was  provided  to  the  committee  in  that  review 
of  the  committee's  list  of  the  133,  where  you  asked  us  to  compare 
that  against  our  discrepancy  list. 

The  Chairman.  Right,  right. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  There  was  a  package  of  that.  I  can  dig  it  out  and 
bring  it  in  again. 

Senator  Smith.  That  would  be  helpful. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Sure. 

The  Chairman.  On  the  subject  that  we  were  on,  Mr.  DeStatte,  let 
me  just  get  back  to  this  for  a  minute.  The  position  that  the  Viet- 
namese or  Lao  are  in  today  with  respect  to  a  rationale  is  different, 
is  it  not,  from  the  position  they  were  in  in  1973  or  '4? 

In  other  words,  while  it's  hard  today  to  find  a  rationale  for  why 
somebody  might  be  held,  absent  a  ransom  offer  or  a  deal  on  aid  or 
something  in  exchange  for  recognition  or  whatever,  none  of  which 
has  ever  been  forthcoming — every  time  you  say  to  them,  hey,  we'll 
ante  up  some  billions  of  dollars,  they  say:  Hey,  we'd  love  the 
money,  but  we  can't  produce  anybody. 

I  mean,  there  seems  to  be  no  capacity  to  find  a  rationale.  The 
question,  however,  is  different  for  1973.  There  could  have  been  a 
rationale  then  in  the  context  of  guaranteeing  aid,  making  sure  that 
the  terms  were  met,  you  know,  before  the  whole  emotions  shifted 
on  this  thing,  notwithstanding  what  you  said  about  the  last  thing 
in  the  world  they'd  want  is  for  somebody  to  find  it  out,  because  we 
were  left  with  these  discrepancy  cases.  Those  were  an  issue. 

We  could  have  turned  around  one  month  after  Operation  Home- 
coming and  President  Nixon  could  have  said:  Hey,  wait  a  minute, 
folks;  I  don't  have  everybody.  Could  he  not? 

He  could  have.  That's  what  we're  here  for.  20  years  later  we're 
struggling  to  get  the  answers  that  should  have  been  provided  then. 
Isn't  that  accurate? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  it's  accurate.  And  it  is  correct  that  the  per- 
spective from  Hanoi  today  is  different  than  the  perspective  from 
Hanoi  would  have  been  in  1973.  And  in  my  judgment,  if  we  put 
ourselves  behind  the  desk  of  a  fellow  making  decisions  in  Hanoi  in 
1973,  I  think  we  would  have  to  conclude  that  we  have  everything 
to  lose,  everything  to  lose,  and  nothing  to  gain  by  keeping  U.S. 
POW's. 

Now,  that's  not  to  say  that  there  was  unanimity  of  opinion  about 
that  in  Hanoi.  As  evidence,  this  one  source  said  that  his  command- 
er in  fact  went  back  to  the  high  command  and  asked  them  to  re- 
consider their  decision  to  release  everybody.  And  I  am  quite  certain 
that  he  was  not  alone  in  that. 
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The  Chairman.  So  it's  possible  you  might  have  had  a  govern- 
ment policy  with  others  doing  something  on  their  own? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir,  I  believe  not.  They  have  a  chain  of  com- 
mand that's  a  dual  chain  of  command,  party  and  military.  The 
military  is  responsible  for  the  handling  of  the  POW's,  and  anybody 
who  failed  to  follow  central  policy  would  have  paid  a  penalty  for 
that. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  we're  going  to  pursue — this  is  not  really 
the  issue  for  today.  It's  one  that  we're  going  to  pursue  in  the 
future,  during  the  course  of  the  1973  accords  and  looking  back  in 
history  a  little  bit.  Tomorrow  we're  going  to  go  into  the  two  other 
areas  of  live  sighting  reports  that  are  part  of  clusters,  whatever 
you  agree  with  staff  tonight  was  necessary  for  today  but  for  some 
reason  we  didn't  conclude. 

Then  finally,  we  will  look  at,  in  the  afternoon  session,  we  will 
look  at  the  current  efforts,  what  the  current  reports  show,  where 
we  are  in  terms  of  live  sighting  reports  today  in  1992,  so  that  we 
can  measure,  if  you  will,  both  the  effort,  but  also  the  possibility 
with  respect  to  anybody  being  alive  in  1992.  And  that  will  be  a 
very  important  part  of  the  analysis,  obviously. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  just  want  to  make  a  quick  re- 
sponse to  Mr.  DeStatte.  You  presented  a  long  explanation  and  I  re- 
alize that  it  was  opinion  and  theory.  But  what  you  don't  discuss  is 
the  fact  that  all  of  that  would  be  fine  except  for  one  major  and 
very  significant  matter,  and  that's  live  sighting  reports  over  the 
past  20  years  or  so,  plus  some  satellite  imagery,  plus  radio  traffic, 
which  says  otherwise. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  73  percent  of  those  reports  have  been  conclusive- 
ly, definitively  correlated  to  accounted-for  people.  We're  looking  at 
27  percent.  The  realm  of  possibility  is  27  percent  of  that  1600. 

Senator  Smith.  As  I  listen  to  you,  and  I'm  not  saying  you  don't 
give  a  very  thorough  analysis,  but  as  I  listen  to  you  it  seems  to  me 
that  you  talk  yourself  out  of  a  job.  Why  do  you  want  to  stay  and 
continue  in  the  collection  of  data  if  you  feel  that  way?  I  think 
that's  one  of  the  questions. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Are  you  suggesting  that  I  don't  have  any  obliga- 
tion to  the  missing  man  or  the  missing  man's  family  because  he's 
dead?  I  believe  we  have  a  commitment,  not  only  to  these  people 
who  are  still  missing;  we  have  a  commitment  to  every  man  and 
woman  who  will  be  asked  to  serve  in  the  future,  every  young  lieu- 
tenant who's  going  to  lead  a  group  of  people  up  a  hill. 

We  have  an  obligation  to  them  to  demonstrate  that  we  will  not 
forget,  and  to  suggest  otherwise  I  think  would  be  wrong. 

Senator  Smith.  And  all  I'm  saying  to  you  is  that  when  we  have 
information  in  the  form  of  imagery  and  radio  traffic  and  live  sight- 
ing reports,  which  by  the  testimony  today  we've  established  has  not 
been  debunked.  There  is  some  of  that  information  which  is  still 
open-ended  by  your  own  investigators'  testimony. 

I  believe  that  you  need  to  pursue  that  with  an  open  mind  and 
not  draw  any  conclusions  about  some  theories  about  why  the  Viet- 
namese wouldn't  hold  anybody.  I  mean,  I  could  sit  here  for  half  an 
hour — I'm  not  going  to  do  it,  but  I  could  sit  here  for  half  an  hour 
giving  theories  about  why  they  would. 


174 


But  frankly,  they  don't  like  us  too  much,  if  you  want  my  opinion. 
And  I  think  probably,  if  they  were  holding  people,  they  would  prob- 
ably be  laughing  at  the  fact  that  we're  going  through  this  situation 
right  now  and  the  fact  that  I  don't  know  how  many  Congressional 
delegations  have  clamored  over  there  and  run  around  the  country- 
side, in  buildings,  and  looked  everyplace  else,  looking  for  somebody 
that  they  know  where  they  are  that  we  don't. 

I  mean,  there  are  all  kinds  of  theories  that  I  could  throw  out  to 
you.  The  point  is  that  in  order  to  have  the  enthusiasm  and  the 
focus  on  this  thing  you  have  to  keep  your  mind  open  and  continue 
to  stay  focused. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  did  not  have  an  open  mind  and  if  I  didn't 
have  enthusiasm,  I  wouldn't  be  sleeping  in  beds  infested  with  bed 
bugs  and  skin  diseases  and  the  other  things  that  we've  been  doing 
for  the  past  18  months  over  there.  I  don't  need  a  lecture  on  the 
need  for  commitment  to  my  fellow  servicemen. 

Senator  Smith.  We  need  to  stop  here.  I  don't  need  a  lecture, 
either.  I'd  like  to  say  this  in  conclusion:  I  don't  think  there's  any- 
body alive  that  has  suffered  worse  conditions  over  a  long  time  

[Applause.] 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  have  an  obligation  to  be  forthright  and  truthful. 

The  Chairman.  Could  we  have  order,  please. 

I'm  sorry,  I  missed  your  statement.  What  did  you  say? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  said  I  have  an  obligation  to  be  forthright 
and  truthful  on  this  issue,  and  that's  what  I  tried  to  do. 

The  Chairman.  I  appreciate  that.  I  think  you  have.  This  is  obvi- 
ously not  going  to  be  resolved  here  in  the  next  few  minutes. 
There's  a  lot  more  work  for  this  committee  yet  to  do. 

I  do  think  that  we  need  to  prioritize  more.  We  said  this  to  Gener- 
al Christmas  and  we  said  it  a  number  of  times.  These  live  sighting 
reports  it  is  my  impression  ought  to  be  a  higher  priority  in  terms 
of  the  relationship.  As  I  talk  to  them,  I  get  a  sense  that  they're  just 
looking  at  the  Vessey  list  and  that  the  live  sighting  reports  some- 
how are  viewed  as  something  separate  or  outside  of  that. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Vessey  list,  part  of  which  is  contained  in 
the  main  search,  not  really  live  sighting  reports,  ought  to  be  an  on- 
going process,  obviously.  But  the  highest  priority  of  all  has  got  to 
go  to  resolving  each  and  every  live  sighting  report,  looking  back- 
wards from  the  freshest  and  the  ones  with  the  most  potential  and 
going  backwards  from  there,  which  is  what  we  want  to  get  into  to- 
morrow as  we  analyze  what  is  currently  being  done. 

But  I  think,  I  really  do  think,  it's  unfair  to  question  the  dedica- 
tion and  commitment  of  any  of  the  people  who  are  going  out  there 
month  after  month  and  working  on  this.  I  want  you  to  know  that 
I'm  not  questioning  your  commitment  on  it.  I  think  you  have  tried 
to  be  forthright. 

You  may  not  share  a  set  of  inputs  that  other  people  share  with 
respect  to  this  issue,  but  it  doesn't  mean  that  you're  any  less  com- 
mitted to  getting  the  answers  to  it.  And  I  certainly  accept  that  you 
are  as  committed  as  anybody  to  doing  that. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  say  I  didn't  say  that 
and  I  resent  any  implication  that  I  did.  What  I'm  saying  is  that  I 
simply  responded  to  a  long  theory  that  Mr.  DeStatte  said.  I  didn't 
characterize  that  in  any  way  at  all.  I  just  simply  said,  in  order  to 
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get  the  job  done  why  don't  you  guys  stay  focused  and  keep  an  open 
mind.  That's  what  I  said. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  appreciate  that.  I  don't  want  to  get  into 
an  argument  about  it,  but  I  do  remember  hearing  you  say  that  he 
was  talking  himself  out  of  a  job,  and  I  don't  think  he  was  doing 
that  at  all,  and  I  think  that  did  characterize  something  about  his 
answer,  because  he  wasn't  talking  himself  out  of  a  job;  he  was 
simply  telling  what  he  saw  as  the  situation.  And  he's  obviously 
committed  to  continuing  the  job. 

So  my  sense  is  it  was  read  differently  by  different  people. 

On  that  note,  I  think  tomorrow  we'll  convene  at  9:00  a.m.  to  com- 
plete the  task  of  the  next  two  cluster  areas  and,  finally,  to  do  the 
afternoon  piece  on  the  current  status.  We  stand  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 

[Whereupon,  at  5:59  p.m.,  the  committee  was  adjourned.] 
[Additional  information  requested  by  the  committee:] 

Memorandum  for  the  Chairman,  Senate  Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA 

Affairs 

From:  Gary  Sydow,  Chief,  Analysis  Branch,  Special  Office  for  POW-MIA,  Defense 
Intelligence  Agency 

Subject:  Follow-up  questions  based  on  transcript  of  testimony  in  4-5  August  Hearing 

before  the  Committee 
Reference:  Committee  letter  of  31  August  1992 

Question.  1.  In  response  to  the  Vice  Chairman's  question:  "So  we  have  aerial  pho- 
tography of  the  construction  of  the  tomb?"  Please  provide  copies  of  that  photogra- 
phy to  the  Committee. 

Answer.  Yes,  we  have  aerial  photography  of  the  construction  of  the  tomb.  When  I 
was  interviewed  on  27  July  by  Mr.  Codinha,  Chief  Counsel  and  Minority  Staff  Direc- 
tor, I  was  asked  if  I  had  ever  reviewed  aerial  photography  on  the  construction  of  the 
Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum.  I  answered:  "No,  I  have  not."  When  asked  at  various 
points  if  we  had  aerial  photography  of  the  Mausoleum,  I  replied:  "yes."  I  am  here- 
with forwarding  under  separate  cover  classified  aerial  photography  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Mausoleum  as  of  January  1974  and  December  1974. 

Question.  2.  Based  on  my  following  response  to  a  question,  "Now  we've  gotten 
some  really  expert  answers  and  their  answer  has  been  no,  and  their  answer  has 
never  included  an  underground  facility  in  the  Hanoi  area",  I  am  now  requested  to 
"Please  provide  the  prison  studies  requested  by  the  Vice  Chairman." 

Answer.  My  reference  to  "expert  answers"  indicates  the  reports  of  experiences  of 
a  group  of  prisoners  who  spent  up  to  22  years  in  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam's 
prison  system.  I  am  unaware  that  any  of  these  men  has  ever  published  a  "prison 
study".  However,  to  meet  the  Vice  Chairman's  demand,  I  am  herewith  requesting 
that  the  CIA  forward,  under  separate  cover,  additional  copies  of  their  prison  studies 
of  Laos  and  Vietnam,  which  I  had  understood  had  already  been  provided  to  the 
Committee. 

Question.  3.  In  response  to  Senator  Smith's  assertion  that  "a  source,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  relates  to  the  Citadel,  but  an  individual  source  was  polygraphed  and 
passed  and  he  indicated  that  it  was  his  information  that  the  communists,  under  the 
direction  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  were  to  hold  American  re- 
mains for  dollars  and  also  to  hold  American  POWs",  I  have  been  requested  to 
"Please  identify  the  source  and  provide  a  copy  of  the  file." 

Answer.  I  have  conducted  a  computer-assisted  search  through  the  DIA  data  base 
of  the  more  than  15,559  (total  as  of  10/07/92)  reports  possibly  pertaining  to  Ameri- 
cans in  Southeast  Asia  and  failed  to  identify  the  single  one  which  the  Vice  Chair- 
man is  referring  to.  If  the  Vice  Chairman  could  assist  us  with  the  name  of  the 
source,  date  of  sighting,  date  of  report  and  originating  agency,  I  could  hopefully 
refine  the  search  and  identify  the  report  in  question.  Once  successful  in  that  search 
I  would  be  happy  to  provide  the  file  and  analysis  of  the  report. 

In  the  interim  I  am  herewith  forwarding  a  copy  of  Ho  Chi  Minh's  last,  i.e.  1968-69 
Testament.  I  find  no  direct  allusion  therein  to  either  the  holding  of  American  POWs 
or  the  exchange  of  American  remains  for  dollars.  Of  course  one  would  have  to  place 
the  source  assertion  in  its  proper  context  in  order  to  evaluate  it. 
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Question.  4.  Concerning  source  8682,  please  provide  the  evidence  and  reasoning 
behind  the  debunk  of  the  source,  as  requested  by  the  Chairman. 

Answer.  As  the  Chairman  suggests,  this  source  is  not  credible.  Rather  than  de- 
bunking him,  however,  one  need  only  look  at  the  facts  reported  in  three  of  his  six  or 
seven  sightings,  two  alleged  to  be  firsthand  and  one  hearsay,  to  gauge  their  credibil- 
ity: 

A  10,000  square  meter  underground  facility  15  minutes  by  vehicle,  say  3-7  miles, 
from  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum  area  is  uncorroborated  by  other  reporting  from 
this  urban  area,  the  source  of  many  of  DIA's  reporters;  to  assert  that  the  Socialist 
Republic  of  Vietnam  (SRV)  constructed,  currently  supports  and  provides  security  for 
such  a  large  and  densely  populated  facility  undetected  by  other  sources  in  the  local, 
Hanoi  context  strains  credulity;  I  note  the  peculiarity  of  the  100  POWs  per  room 
report  and  the  overall  total  numbers  it  implies; 

The  source  states  that  in  1984  SRV  Premier  Pham  Van  Dong  told  him  of  a  total 
of  2516  prisoners,  some  900  of  whom  had  died  in  captivity  and  some  1616  of  which 
were  in  some  form  of  captivity;  these  numbers  are  outside  the  realm  of  the  possible. 
Even  if  source's  inability  to  provide  plausible  numbers,  or  based  on  a  cognitive 
"looseness",  some  source  exaggeration  of  factual  small  numbers  is  allowed,  Pham 
van  Dong's  purported  actions  in  this  scenario  invite  disbelief  as  well. 

The  source  claims  to  have  "been  with"  many  women  POWs;  an  implausible  fact 
which  may  be  another  example  of  the  unstable  and  erratic  behavior  which  reflects 
the  general  source  demeanor  exhibited  during  his  interview.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
polygraph  examiner  who  observed  this  behavior  at  the  time,  the  source  was  fabri- 
cating POW  and  other  claims. 

I  agree  with  the  Chairman  and  the  polygraph  examiner  that  the  source  fabricated 
his  information.  My  reasoning  and  a  description  of  the  evidence  is  above;  I  provide 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  under  separate  cover. 

Question.  5.  Question  5  does  not  appear  in  any  of  my  three  copies  of  the  questions. 

Question.  6.  In  response  to  "Please  substantiate  the  testimony  that  source  1072 
reported  seeing  prisoners  wearing  striped  uniforms,  as  requested  by  the  Chairman." 

Note.  Rather  than  take  something  out  of  context,  I  would  suggest  for  this  question 
that  we  reference  August  5  transcript  pages  19-24,  which  pages  cover  the  Chair- 
man's questioning  and  my  responses  to  the  Chairman  on  case  1072.  The  Chairman's 
original  question  (p.  21)  was,  "Can  you  just  help  me  out  and  say  where  it  said  they 
wore  prison  clothes?  I  didn't  read  where  it  said  they  were  striped."  My  response 
(p.21)  to  this  question:  "The  prison  clothes  thing  was  pretty  informal  in  that  whole 
reeducation  system.  The  fact  that  he  highlights  it  suggests  that  there  was  some  spe- 
cial prison  clothing  that  didn't  exist.  Chairman:  "You're  saying  there  was  no  prison 
clothing."  Sydow:  "I  would  say  it  doesn't  bear  the  hallmark  of  a  uniform." 

Answer.  'The  Chairman's  question  was  apparently  directed  at  the  following  quote 
in  the  transcription  of  the  original  sighting  report,  "[Source]  said  he  saw  what  ap- 
peared to  be  six  Caucasians  in  prison  clothes  about  200  meters  from  where  he  was 
standing ...  he  had  a  fairly  good  view  of  them  for  four  or  five  minutes."  The  dis- 
cussion between  the  Chairman  and  me,  and  especially  my  contribution  to  it,  may 
have  moved  too  far  afield  too  quickly  and  needs  to  be  restated.  The  source's  state- 
ment on  "prison  clothes"  was  also  used  as  given  in  the  undated  evaluation  of  the 
report,  as  "prison  clothes,"  as  a  descriptive  detail  the  source  could  pick  out  at  200 
meters.  When  the  chairman  later  asked  me  for  the  basis  for  the  evaluation  of  "fab- 
rication", I  asserted  that  it  was  principally  the  source's  claimed  ability  to  see  such 
details  as  race,  age,  health,  activity  and  type  of  clothing  through  200  meters  of 
bamboo  forest  in  four  or  five  minutes  that  was  the  basis  of  implausibility  for  the 
evaluation  of  "fabrication". 

My  assertion  that  the  source,  in  his  use  of  the  term  "prison  clothes",  may  thus  by 
implication  have  been  referring  to  the  standard,  maroon  double  striped  prisoner 
uniform  worn  by  our  POWs  in  the  1960s  was  an  additional  factor  which  I  noted  at 
this  point  was  often  the  hallmark  of  such  fabricated  reporting.  I  did  not  intend  to 
imply  by  association  that  this  source  said  anything  explicit  about  striping,  and  thus 
would  like  to  clarify  this  confusion  by  correcting  the  record  to  read,  on  p.  20,  line  11, 
as  follows:  "He  stated  that  they  wore  prison  clothes  and  were  themselves  en- 
gaged .  .  .";  and  on  p.  20,  line  21,  to  read  as  follows,  "This  man  seems  to  be  purport- 
ing that  somebody  is  still  wearing  .  .  ." 

The  logic  trail  too  quickly  passed  over  is  as  follows:  The  man  could  not  have  seen 
the  details  he  claimed  at  the  distance  cited;  If  he  was  to  have  really  seen  prison 
clothes  at  that  distance  as  he  claimed,  he  must  then  be  referring  to  some  standard, 
patterned  prison  uniform,  something  detectable  at  200  meters  (since  there  was  no 
"standard  uniform"  during  this  time  frame  and  since  there  was  no  other,  differently 
patterned  uniform  extant,  and  since  the  ordinary  prison  wear  was  variable  and 
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without  pattern,  it  would  not  have  been  discernible  at  the  distance,  then  this  source 
must  have  been  talking  about  the  maroon  striped  uniform).  The  striping  that  I 
brought  into  the  discussion  was  as  a  hallmark  of  fabrication  itself,  and  not  some- 
thing that  the  source  explicitly  reported.  I  am  herewith  forwarding  copies  of  the 
source's  original  statement  substantiating  his  "prison  clothes"  statement. 

Question.  7.  In  response  to  "Please  answer  the  question  posed  by  the  Vice  Chair- 
man and  explain  the  contradiction  between  the  testimony  at  page  21  and  that  at 
page  38." 

Answer.  There  is  no  contradiction,  real  or  perceived,  between  the  testimony  at 
page  20  and  21  as  amended  above  and  that  at  page  38.  Senator  Smith's  statements 
on  p.  37  summarize  the  whole  issue  as  follows:  "So  you  did  not  refute  this  source 
because  of  a  striped  uniform."  An:  "No  sir.  The  elements  of  his  observation  are 
more  important — 200  meters  and  4  or  5  minutes  through  a  cluster  of  bamboo  trees." 
These  two  statements,  plus  the  Chairman's  statement  on  page  38,  to  the  effect  that 
dress  was  casual  here,  seem  to  place  any  seeming  contradiction  in  its  proper  con- 
text. Senator  Smith's  statement,  p.  37,  line  16-17,  that  the  source  had  talked  about 
"prison  uniforms"  is  also  not  completely  accurate,  and  similarly  leads  the  discussion 
down  the  confusing  path  described  in  Question  6  above.  The  source  talked  only  of 
"prison  clothes",  and  the  discussion  in  question  6  above  raised  the  question  of 
"standard  uniforms"  and  "striping",  as  a  widely  noted  attribute  of  fabrication 
rather  than  as  it  relates  to  the  judgment  of  fabrication  on  this  case  itself.  I  attempt- 
ed to  explicate  that  above.  I  repeat  that  explanation  here: 

Answer  to  Question  6. 

Note.  Rather  than  take  something  out  of  context,  I  would  suggest  for  this  question 
that  we  reference  August  5  transcript  pages  19-24,  which  pages  cover  the  Chair- 
man's questioning  and  my  responses  to  the  Chairman  on  case  1072.  The  Chairman's 
original  question  (p.  21)  was,  "Can  you  just  help  me  out  and  say  where  it  said  they 
wore  prison  clothes?  I  didn't  read  where  it  said  they  were  striped."  My  response  (p. 
21)  to  this  question:  "The  prison  clothes  thing  was  pretty  informal  in  that  whole 
reeducation  system.  The  fact  that  he  highlights  it  suggests  that  there  was  some  spe- 
cial prison  clothing  that  didn't  exist.  Chairman:  "You're  saying  there  was  no  prison 
clothing."  And:  "I  would  say  it  doesn't  bear  the  hallmark  of  a  uniform." 

Answer.  The  Chairman's  question  was  apparently  directed  at  the  following  quote 
in  the  transcription  of  the  original  sighting  report,  "[Source]  said  he  saw  what  ap- 
peared to  be  six  Caucasians  in  prison  clothes  about  200  meters  from  where  he  was 
standing ...  he  had  a  fairly  good  view  of  them  for  four  or  five  minutes."  The  dis- 
cussion between  the  Chairman  and  me,  and  especially  my  contribution  to  it,  may 
have  moved  too  far  afield  too  quickly  and  needs  to  be  restated.  The  source's  state- 
ment on  "prison  clothes"  was  also  used  as  given  in  the  undated  evaluation  of  the 
report,  as  "prison  clothes,"  as  a  descriptive  detail  the  source  could  pick  out  at  200 
meters.  When  the  chairman  later  asked  me  for  the  basis  for  the  evaluation  of  "fab- 
rication", I  asserted  that  it  was  principally  the  source's  claimed  ability  to  see  such 
details  as  race,  age,  health,  activity  and  type  of  clothing  through  200  meters  of 
bamboo  forest  in  four  or  five  minutes  that  was  the  basis  of  implausibility  for  the 
evaluation  of  "fabrication". 

My  assertion  that  the  source,  in  his  use  of  the  term  "prison  clothes",  may  thus  by 
implication  have  been  referring  to  the  standard,  maroon  double  striped  prisoner 
uniform  worn  by  our  POWs  in  the  1960s  was  an  additional  factor  which  I  noted  at 
this  point  was  often  the  hallmark  of  such  fabricated  reporting.  I  did  not  intend  to 
imply  by  association  that  this  source  said  anything  explicit  about  striping,  and  thus 
would  like  to  clarify  this  confusion  by  correcting  the  record  to  read,  on  p.  20,  line  11, 
as  follows:  "He  stated  that  they  wore  prison  clothes  and  were  themselves  en- 
gaged .  .  .";  and  on  p.  20,  line  21,  to  read  as  follows,  "This  man  seems  to  be  purport- 
ing that  somebody  is  still  wearing  ..." 

The  logic  trail  too  quickly  passed  over  is  as  follows:  The  man  could  not  have  seen 
the  details  he  claimed  at  the  distance  cited;  If  he  was  to  have  really  seen  prison 
clothes  at  that  distance  as  he  claimed,  he  must  then  be  referring  to  some  standard, 
patterned  prison  uniform,  something  detectable  at  200  meters  (since  there  was  no 
"standard  uniform"  during  this  time  frame  and  since  there  was  no  other,  differently 
patterned  uniform  extant,  and  since  the  ordinary  prison  wear  was  variable  and 
without  pattern,  it  would  not  have  been  discernible  at  the  distance,  then  this  source 
must  have  been  talking  about  the  maroon  striped  uniform).  The  striping  that  I 
brought  into  the  discussion  was  as  a  hallmark  of  fabrication  itself,  and  not  some- 
thing that  the  source  explicitly  reported.  I  am  herewith  forwarding  copies  of  the 
source's  original  statement  substantiating  his  "prison  clothes"  statement. 

Question.  8.  In  response  to  the  following  "Please  answer  Senator  Grassley's  ques- 
tion. The  evaluation  states,  "It  is  likely  that  the  camp  leader's  comments  were 
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prompted  by  his  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  (Name)  at  Yen  Bai,  which  was 
part  of  the  Doan  776  Camp  Group.  Mr.  (source)'s  claim  to  have  seen  six  Caucasians 
at  Son  La  is  a  fabrication,  which  may  be  based  in  part  upon  his  knowledge  of  hear- 
say reports  of  Mr.  (Name)  or  on  the  camp  leader's  braggadocio."  "Please  also  pro- 
vide the  evidence  to  support  both  allegations  in  the  final  sentence  of  the  evalua- 
tion." The  question  that  Senator  Grassley  asks  on  page  46  is  "Can  you  explain  how 
six  guys  can  all  be  Garwood  in  your  analyzing  this?" 

Answer.  This  question  was  covered  with  the  Senator  during  the  testimony,  and  is 
held  in  the  transcript  on  page  46.  Senator  Grassley  maintains  that  the  evaluation 
reduced  the  six  individuals  purported  to  have  been  seen  down  to  one,  Garwood.  This 
is  not  the  case.  The  evaluation  states:  "Mr.  (source's)  claim  to  have  seen  six  Cauca- 
sians at  Son  La  is  a  fabrication.  .  ."  Hence  my  statement:  "The  sighting  was 
deemed  to  be  a  fabrication,  sir.  It's  not  correlated  to  Garwood."  Senator  Grassley: 
"It's  not  correlated  to  Garwood/?"  AN:  "No,  sir."  Senator  Grassley:  "Your  evalua- 
tion talks  about  Garwood."  Here  Senator  Grassley  is  correct,  in  that  the  evaluation 
goes  on  to  attempt  to  explain  the  motive  for  source  1072's  fabrication.  In  other 
words,  why  would  the  source  have  made  up  this  story  out  of  whole  cloth;  perhaps 
there  is  some  kernel  of  reality  that  it  is  based  upon.  I  can  see  how  Senator  Grassley 
became  confused  with  the  sentence.  It  might  more  explicitly  (and  clearly)  be  ren- 
dered as  follows:  "Mr.  (source's)  claim  to  have  seen  six  Caucasians  at  Son  La  is  a 
fabrication.  A  potential  motive  or  his  fabrication  of  this  sighting,  when  placed 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  large,  aggregative  body  of  reporting  at  this  camp  that 
confirms  that  only  one  American,  a  non-POW,  lived  and  worked  in  this  area,  is  that 
he  may  have  based  it  on  some  hearsay  knowledge  of  that  American,  or  alternative- 
ly, on  the  comments  of  the  camp  leader  apparently  alluding  to  that  same  individ- 
ual." From  the  hindsight  on  ten  years,  I  would  recommend  we  change  the  original 
analyst's  words  to  read  as  above.  The  analyst's  final  statement  (which  may  be  what 
the  call  above  for  evidence  refers  to)  concerning  this  motivation  is  speculative,  and 
the  only  evidence  for  it  could  be  the  following  judgements:  the  source  could  not  have 
seen  what  he  said  he  saw  at  that  distance;  there  is  no  corroboration  of  similar  re- 
ports at  this  time  and  location. 

The  final  sentence  of  the  evaluation  reads,  "A  copy  of  this  report  and  evaluation 
will  be  maintained  in  the  DIA  data  base  for  future  reference."  As  evidence  of  this  I 
herewith  forward  a  copy  of  the  report  and  the  evaluation  from  the  DIA  data  base. 

Question.  9.  In  response  to,  reference  Senator  Grassley's  question:  "What  did  the 
writer  mean  when  he  wrote  on  a  note  that  'this  one  fell  through  the  cracks'  ", 
"Please  identify  the  writer  and  provide  an  explanation  of  the  note." 

Note.  I  believe  Senator  Grassley  has  misquoted  the  informal  note:  "Joanne,  This 
one  slipped  through  a  crack  somehow.  I  guess  it's  a  new  case.  Start  a  file  &  I'll  call 
these  guys.  Tnx  [i.e.  'Thanks']  AN" 

Answer.  This  is  a  note  from  AN,  at  that  time  12  years  ago  the  analyst/ investiga- 
tor, to  AN  at  that  time  intelligence  technician,  data  base  administrator  and  file 
builder,  both  Special  Officer  for  POW-MIA,  as  a  possible  [note:  my  interpretation 
after  all  these  years]  apology  for  delaying  the  administrative  paperwork  involved  in 
setting  up  of  the  referent  paper  file  and  data  entry  of  the  case  material  a  few  days. 
Since  the  initial  source  information  came  to  the  Department  of  Defense  on  29  No- 
vember 1981,  and  several  analysts  (neither  of  the  above  two  individuals  were  in- 
volved at  this  point)  had  begun  to  evaluate  and  act  upon  it  by  3  December  1981,  I 
see  even  at  this  distance  that  proper  actions  were  already  underway  when  the  note 
was  written.  I  also  see  a  note  that  a  manager  had  intervened  by  7  December  1981 
and  assigned  it  to  a  responsible,  senior  analyst  to  take  charge  of  the  pursuit.  In  the 
hindsight  of  looking  back  at  this  hearsay  sighting  after  the  intervening  12  years  as 
Senator  Grassley  has,  I  suppose  we  should  be  more  critical,  but  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  normal  striving  of  the  POW  office  to  get  the  job  done  quickly.  Remarkably 
this  was  as  much  in  place  then  as  now. 

I  am  herewith  forwarding  copies  of  the  note. 

Question.  10.  Reference  "Please  provide  written  evidence  substantiating  that  DIA 
attempted  to  correlate  the  names  provided  by  1243,  but  found  no  correlation  exists. 
DIA's  publication,  U.S.  Personnel,  Southeast  Asia,  contains  names  that  appear  to 
correspond  to  those  provided  by  1243.  Alternatively,  please  correct  the  testimony) 

Answer.  The  evidence  that  DIA  researched  the  names  is  provided  on  the  initial 
action  log.  My  statement  on  page  51  is  inferential;  I  stated:  "No  correlation  was 
made."  One  can  infer  this  from  the  data  base  entry,  and  other  actions  apparent  in 
the  progress  of  the  case.  Note:  This  is  an  intelligence  analyst's  working  file,  and  not 
a  legal  case  file;  the  fact  that  "written  evidence"  i.e.  some  form  of  audit  trail  does 
not  exist,  neither  proves  nor  disproves  that  a  standard  procedure  was  or  was  not 
followed.  As  a  matter  of  fact  however  an  informal  record  of  an  analyst's  attempt  to 
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correlate  is  readily  available  in  the  file;  he  was  unable  to  make  a  correlation.  It 
should  also  be  noted  that  names  "that  appear  to  correspond"  do  not  necessarily 
make  a  correlation;  that  apparently  is  what  the  original  analyst  decided.  I  forward 
herewith  photocopies  of  the  "evidences"  requested. 

Question.  11.  Response  to  "Please  substantiate  the  analysis  of  the  letter,  as  re- 
quested by  the  Chairman.  Alternatively,  please  correct  the  testimony." 

Answer.  The  substantial  elements  of  the  analysis  at  the  time  are  documented  in 
the  handwritten  explanation  of  the  alleged  varying  numbers  of  alleged  POWs  and 
their  movements.  I  forward  herewith  photocopies  of  that  analysis,  and  copies  of  the 
data  entry  sheets  that  indicate  the  results  of  that  analysis.  In  retrospect,  the  ana- 
lyst might  also  have  pointed  out  the  routine  nature  of  the  movement  experiences 
through  known  reeducation  camps  alluded  to,  and  the  writer's  familiar  use  of  "pig 
latin"  codes  for  alleged  POWs  i.e.  "the  white  water  buffalo".  A  more  pertinent  anal- 
ysis might  be  of  the  aggregative  non-corroboration  of  the  numbers  of  alleged  individ- 
uals involved.  That  is,  the  source's  report  on  potentially  40  POWs  are  not  corrobo- 
rated. He  does  of  course  mention  "Nam",  the  stay-behind  Garwood,  who  is  the  only 
American  known  to  have  resided  in  this  "Son  La"  Camp.  The  movement  that  the 
source  alludes  to  from  Quang  Ninh  and  elsewhere  down  to  Thanh  Hoa  Province,  is 
the  normal,  southward  flow  of  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  reeducatees,  who 
were  eventually  released  in  the  South  and  came  out  to  report  the  movement  and 
the  camps  to  us.  They  do  not  corroborate  POWs  at  the  Son  La,  Thanh  Hoa,  or  other 
camps.  I  forward  herewith  photocopies  of  the  original  documents  as  substantiation 
of  analysis  done  at  the  time,  some  twelve  years  ago. 

Question.  12.  Response  to  "Please  provide  documentary  substantiation  that  this 
letter  was  analyzed,  as  requested  by  the  Chairman." 

Answer.  The  substantial  elements  of  the  analysis  at  the  time  are  documented  in 
the  handwritten  explanation  of  the  alleged  varying  numbers  of  alleged  POWs  and 
their  movements.  I  forward  herewith  photocopies  of  that  analysis,  and  copies  of  the 
data  entry  sheets  that  indicate  the  results  of  the  analysis.  In  retrospect,  the  analyst 
might  also  have  pointed  out  the  routine  nature  of  the  movement  experiences 
through  known  reeducation  camps  alluded  to,  and  the  writer's  familiar  use  of  "pig 
latin"  codes  for  alleged  POWs  i.e.  "the  white  water  buffalo".  A  more  pertinent  anal- 
ysis might  be  of  the  aggregative  non-corroboration  of  the  numbers  of  alleged  individ- 
uals involved.  That  is,  the  source's  report  on  potentially  40  POWs  are  not  corrobo- 
rated. He  does  of  course  mention  "Nam",  the  stay  behind  Garwood,  who  is  the  only 
American  known  to  have  resided  in  this  "Son  La"  Camp.  The  movement  that  the 
source  alludes  to  from  Quang  Ninh  and  elsewhere  down  to  Thanh  Hoa  Province,  is 
the  normal,  southward  flow  of  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  reeducatees,  who 
were  eventually  released  in  the  South  and  came  out  to  report  the  movement  and 
the  camps  to  us.  They  do  not  corroborate  POWs  at  the  Son  La,  Thanh  Hoa,  or  other 
camps.  I  forward  herewith  photocopies  of  the  original  documents  as  substantiation 
of  analysis  done  at  the  time,  some  twelve  years  ago. 

Responses  to  Request  for  Additional  Information  From  Mr.  Robert  Sheetz, 
Chief,  Special  Office  for  POW/MIA,  Defense  Intelligence  Agency 

This  is  in  response  to  materials  requested  by  the  Select  Committee  in  follow-up  to 
the  hearings  of  August  4,  1992. 

1.  The  date  recorded  for  the  referenced  "cluster  analysis"  briefing  was  actually  19 
June  1986.  At  that  time  we  used  the  term  "pattern  analysis"  to  describe  the  process 

of  geographical  comparison  of  sources,  something  which  our  senior  analyst,   

tells  me  was  common  practice  among  analysts  in  the  special  office  throughout  the 

1970s.  In  fact,  my  current  chief,  analysis  branch,  ,  relates  to  me  that  his  first 

assignment  in  the  office  in  January  1985  (from  was  to  do  pattern  analysis  on 

the  reporting  in  the  areas  On  Hon  Gay,  Quang  Ninh  Province,  Socialist  Republic  of 
Vietnam.  He  notes  that  neither  Commodore  Thom.  Brooks  nor  Col.  Kimball  Gaines 
ever  availed  themselves  of  information  on  this  common  procedure  during  their  re- 
views. The  referenced  briefing,  led  by  BG  James  Shufelt,  was  presented  to  the 
House  Task  Force  on  POW-MIA  under  Congressman  Solomon  B.  Sedgewick,  D. 

Tourison  and  .  Task  Force  members  such  as  Congressman  Oilman  and  ex-offi- 

cio  members  such  as  the  vice  chairman  and  former  Congressman  Billy  Hendon  were 
attendees,  among  others.  In  fact  Senator  Smith  asked  the  question:  how  does  the 
reporting  of  Robert  Garwood  himself  fit  into  the  Yen  Bai  pattern  as  described;  the 
answer  was  that  that  reporting  is  uncorroborated  by  the  aggregate  of  reporting 
found  in  this  area. 

I  am  herewith  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  briefing  board  used  for  this  informal  brief- 
ing. 
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2.  Prior  to  my  response,  allow  me  to  correct  the  testimony  given  in  support  of  the 
request.  The  vice  chairman's  statement  of  previous  testimony  needs  clarification. 
When  [an]  was  interviewed  on  27  July  by  Mr.  Codinha,  chief  counsel  and  minority 
staff  director,  he  was  asked  if  he  had  ever  reviewed  aerial  photography  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Mausoleum.  He  answered:  "No,  I  have  not."  When 
asked  at  various  points  if  DIA  had  aerial  photography  of  the  construction  of  the 
mausoleum.  He  replied;  "Yes."  I  understand  that  such  imagery  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  committee. 

DIA  has  pulled  together  all  materials  currently  in  its  files  that  relate  to  construc- 
tion of  Ho  Chi  Minh's  Tomb.  While  most  of  these  documents  are  classified  and 
cannot  be  included  as  part  of  the  unclassified  hearing  record,  they  are  enclosed  in 
their  entirety.  Note  that  DOD  still  is  awaiting  a  copy  of  the  blueprints  from  Russia. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  detailed  construction  plans  for  the  monument,  DOD  will  be  in 
much  better  position  to  conduct  a  thorough,  detailed  search  of  the  building. 

3.  Materials  relating  to  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Borden,  Jr.,  have  previously  been 
made  available  to  the  committee. 

4.  A  revised  redaction  of  the  so-called  "Brooks  Report"  has  already  been  provided 
to  the  committee. 

5/6/7.  The  properly  oriented  imagery  requested  by  the  committee  has  been  previ- 
ously forwarded.  Note  that  there  is  a  very  straightforward  explanation  for  the  re- 
versed prints  originally  provided  to  the  committee.  As  the  committee  now  knows, 
the  imagery  in  question  was  taken  by  [method]  system.  This  system,  no  longer  in 
operation,  is  unique  when  compared  to  other  currently  used  systems  in  that  the 
light  path  passed  through  a  reversing  prism.  When  prints  are  developed  from  nega- 
tives obtained  through  this  system  (called  buffalo  hunter  imagery),  the  negatives 
must  be  reversed  in  the  developing  process  in  order  to  obtain  properly  oriented 
prints. 

Unfortunately,  DIA  provided  these  prints  on  an  overnight  basis  during  the 
August  hearing  in  order  to  be  responsive  to  a  personal  request  made  by  Senator 
Smith.  In  our  rush  to  provide  the  requested  material,  the  photo  lab  personnel,  who 
had  never  previously  worked  with  the  unique  buffalo  hunter  material,  neglected  to 
properly  orient  the  negatives  before  developing  the  prints.  In  short,  inadvertent 
error  was  the  cause  of  what  turned  out  to  be  a  very  embarrassing  incident. 

8.  During  the  hearing  Senator  McCain  asked  whether  DIA  can  commit  to  complet- 
ing all  live  sighting  report  investigations  before  the  committee  finishes  its  work.  Be- 
cause of  time  constraints,  this  question  could  not  be  fully  discussed  during  the  hear- 
ing. What  Mr.  Sheetz  would  have  said  if  given  the  opportunity  is  as  follows: 

First,  less  than  25  percent  of  live  sighting  reports  require  field  investigation  in 
Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia;  most  can  be  resolved  by  DIA  through  the  analytic 
process.  Secondly,  although  we  are  working  live  sighting  reports  as  rapidly  as  we 
can,  we  continue  to  receive  new  live  sighting  reports  every  week. 

Having  just  resolved  47  live  sighting  reports,  the  number  of  open  cases  under 
active  investigation  and  analysis  stands  at  86.  The  next  review  board  should  be  held 
in  mid-December  when  more  reports  will  be  resolved.  While  additional  cases  will  be 
received  in  the  interim,  it  is  DIA's  aim  to  aggressively  work  these  cases  until  we  are 
down  to  a  minimum  open  inventory  level,  which  will  probably  stabilize  at  some- 
where between  25  to  50  reports. 


ANALYSIS  OF  LIVE  SIGHTINGS 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  5,  1992 

U.S.  Senate, 
Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA  Affairs, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  committee  convened,  pursuant  to  notice,  at  9:03  a.m.,  in 
room  SH-216,  Hart  Senate  Office  Building,  Hon.  John  F.  Kerry 
(chairman)  presiding. 

Present:  Senators  Kerry,  Daschle,  Smith,  Grassley,  McCain,  and 
Brown. 

OPENING  STATEMENT  OF  HON.  JOHN  F.  KERRY,  U.S.  SENATOR 
FROM  MASSACHUSETTS 

The  Chairman.  The  hearing  will  come  to  order. 

Good  morning.  We  continue  today  the  hearing  into  the  live  sight- 
ing reports  and  live  sighting  process,  and  this  morning  we  will  con- 
tinue with  the  Son  La  area  of  Vietnam  and  the  Oudamsai  area  of 
Laos. 

Let  me  see,  is  there  any  member  of  this  panel  who  was  not 
sworn  yesterday? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  remind  you  that  you  are  sworn,  and  you  contin- 
ue to  give  testimony  under  oath  as  per  yesterday.  What  Fd  like  to 
do  is  move  right  into  the  next  cluster  area  to  discuss  the  live  sight- 
ing reports  from  those  areas,  and  then  this  afternoon  we  want  to 
be  able  to  have  plenty  of  time  to  talk  about  the  current  live  sight- 
ing status  and  the  current  live  sighting  reports. 

On  the  original  cluster  map  that  was  presented  to  you  some 
weeks  ago,  staff  had  posted  some  six  flags,  six  different  sightings  in 
an  area  in  Vietnam,  North  Vietnam,  of  Son  La.  Since  then,  staff 
have  discovered  apparently  an  additional  13  sightings  in  that  vicin- 
ity, 9  first-hand  and  10  hearsay,  for  a  total  of  19  sightings  in  this 
particular  area  in  the  north  of  Vietnam. 

Most  of  these  sightings — I  think  all  of  the  first-hand  sightings 
were  judged  by  DIA  to  be  fabrications  except  for  one  that  is  still 
under  analysis,  and  I  would  remark  that  this  is  the  only  person  in 
Southeast  Asia  for  which  all  of  the  sightings  have  been  deemed  to 
be  fabrications  as  opposed  to  mistaken  observations. 

I  just  want  to  ask  Senator  Grassley — I  want  to  move  ahead,  but 
did  you  have  an  opening  or  any  statement  you  wanted  to  make, 
Senator? 

Senator  Grassley.  No.  I  was  just  going  to  speak  on  this  cluster. 
You're  bringing  up  Son  La? 
The  Chairman.  Son  La. 
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Senator  Grassley.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Son  La,  as  it  is  referred  to  by  our  staff,  is  actual- 
ly a  grouping  of  camps,  of  prisons.  It  is  not  far  from  the  prison 
system  where  Robert  Garwood  was  kept,  but  about  100  kilometers 
west  of  Yen  Bai,  which  is  where  Garwood  spent  most  of  his  time. 

A  number  of  the  resolved  sightings  from  Son  La  have  been  corre- 
lated to  Bob  Garwood.  Six  of  the  DIA  evaluations  of  sightings  in 
this  cluster  refute  the  sources  by  making  the  statement  that  no 
other  reporting  has  been  received  on  American  POW's  in  the  Son 
La  area. 

Notwithstanding  that,  staff  has  found  19  reports  in  the  DIA  files, 
all  of  which  we  have  available  here,  which  relate  to  Son  La  sight- 
ings, so  we  need  to  discuss  these  and  try  to  understand  the  Son  La 
sightings  and  issues. 

Most  of  the  sightings  were  in  the  late  1970's.  In  1976,  someone 
heard  about  U.S.  POW's.  In  1976,  one  U.S.  person  was  apparently 
seen  cutting  bamboo.  Again  in  1976,  60  to  70  were  allegedly  seen 
on  a  soccer  field.  Again  in  1976,  six  U.S.  POW's  were  allegedly  seen 
working. 

In  1977,  someone  heard  that  U.S  POW's  were  being  moved. 
Again  in  1977,  24  foreigners  were  allegedly  seen  under  guard. 
Again  in  1977,  some  40  to  50  U.S.  POW's  were  apparently  seen  in  a 
camp. 

In  1978,  someone  heard  about  40  U.S.  POW's,  referred  to  them  as 
white  water  buffaloes,  and  referred  to  their  being  kept  in  the  con- 
text of  buffaloes.  In  1978,  someone  was  apparently  told  about  many 
U.S.  POW's.  Again  in  1978,  someone  allegedly  saw  30  Caucasians 
in  trucks. 

In  1979,  someone  allegedly  saw  40  to  50  Caucasians  bathing. 

Then  they  tail  off  fairly  significantly,  most  being  hearsay  in  the 
eighties,  with  one  1991  report  of  an  American  pilot  in  Son  La,  but 
otherwise  most — about  five  reports  during  the  eighties,  all  of  which 
were  hearsay. 

Now,  these  are  resolved  in  various  ways.  The  40  U.S.  being 
moved  from  Son  La  to  the  Delta  was  action  required  on  40  to  50 
POW's,  unknown  prison.  It  was  evaluated  as  a  fabrication,  and  so 
forth,  and  we  can  go  through  each  of  these.  Before  I  turn  to  the 
first  live  sighting  report  for  your  analysis,  let  me  ask  if  Senator 
Grassley  has  anything  he  wants  to  add  to  that. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  CHARLES  E.  GRASSLEY,  U.S.  SENATOR 

FROM  IOWA 

Senator  Grassley.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  I'd  like  to  go  into  some 
detail  on  that.  Some  of  it  covers  things  you've  already  said,  but 
also  some  other  points  of  view  and  observations  on  what  to  make 
in  regard  to  the  Son  La  area.  Son  La  is  one  of  the  largest  and  one 
of  the  most  remote  mountain  provinces  in  Northern  Vietnam.  Its 
population  is  almost  entirely  ethnic  tribal  peoples.  On  the  southern 
border  is  Laos,  and  its  northern  reaches  stretch  nearly  to  China. 

Inside  its  sister  provinces  are  Nghia  Lo  and  Yen  Bai,  also  very 
mountainous  and  rugged.  Next  to  Hanoi  itself,  these  provinces 
have  been  the  center  of  a  huge  volume  of  reporting  on  POW's  and 
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MIA's,  including  hundreds  of  reports  associated  with  Robert  Gar- 
wood. 

Americans  captured  as  South  Vietnam  was  overrun  by  Vietnam- 
ese regular  troops  were  detained  here  from  1975  prior  to  release. 
The  reporting  history  is  rich  and  complex,  especially  heavy  in  the 
mid-1970's. 

We  have  centered  our  attention  on  a  group  of  20  sightings,  and 
these  are  by  18  individuals,  of  Americans  in  captivity  after  1975  in 
Son  La  Province  in  general  and  in  the  Son  La  prison  complex. 
Twelve  of  these  reports  are  eye  witness  accounts  and  8  are  hearsay, 
or  second-  and  third-hand  accounts.  The  earliest  post-war  sightings 
is  dated  1976,  and  the  most  recent  is  December  1991. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  we  chose  this  cluster  is  because  of  the 
pattern  reflected  in  reporting  and  some  potentially  consistent 
themes  in  the  evaluation  of  reports.  For  example,  every  first-hand 
live  sighting  report  in  this  cluster  has  been  judged  a  fabrication 
except  for  one,  and  that  one  is  still  under  analysis.  Moreover,  this 
is  the  only  cluster  in  Southeast  Asia  where  such  a  high  percentage 
of  reports  are  judged  to  be  a  fabrication  instead  of  just  mistaken 
observations. 

The  high  fabrication  rate  is  symptomatic  of  other  patterns  as 
well.  For  example,  13  of  the  sightings,  which  involve  the  largest 
number  of  prisoners,  all  occurred  from  1976  to  1979.  This  suggests 
that  this  prison  system  might  have  been  quite  active  prior  to  the 
Chinese  invasion  of  Northern  Vietnam.  The  numbers  sighted  in 
this  period  range  from  30  to  60.  After  1979,  the  numbers  drop  off 
significantly. 

Many  sources  have  reported  on  the  closure  of  prisons  in  the 
North,  and  on  the  southward  movement  of  prisoners,  both  South 
Vietnamese  and  others,  during  the  period  of  severe  tension  be- 
tween Vietnam  and  China,  but  as  the  cluster  map  indicates,  most 
of  those  prisons  remain  open.  No  more  sighting  reports  came  out 
after  that. 

That's  not  the  case  for  Son  La,  where  reporting  picked  up  again 
in  the  mid  1980's,  but  the  numbers  are  much  smaller,  involving 
sightings  of  single  or  pairs  of  men  in  captivity. 

Another  interesting  pattern  is  that  11  of  the  sightings  were  re- 
ported by  former  ARVN  officers  who  were  prisoners.  I  understand 
DIA  analysts  have  often  cited  the  interviewed  ARVN  internees 
who  never  heard  nor  saw  American  POW's,  but  there  are  also 
many  ARVN  inmates  who  did  claim  to  see  American  POW's,  but 
these  sources  are  all  fabricators,  according  to  DIA,  including  one 
South  Vietnamese  Lieutenant  Colonel  who  is  a  personal  wartime 
associate  of  one  of  our  staff  investigators. 

Over  half  of  the  Son  La  sightings  involve  special  circumstances. 
They  are  usually  brief,  at  odd  times,  often  involving  work  details 
and  movement  to  or  from  work  by  either  the  observer  or  the  POW. 
Over  half  the  sources,  whether  inmates  or  not,  are  engaged  in  pro- 
viding some  service  to  the  prison,  a  few  are  casual  observers  who 
happen  to  be  in  a  position  of  access  from  which  to  see  the  alleged 
prisoners. 

The  alleged  POW's  are  seen  in  prison  garb  under  armed  guard. 
They're  invariably  reported  as  being  kept  apart  from  the  Vietnam- 
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ese  inmates,  so  that  the  sightings  are  by  chance,  not  by  routine  as- 
sociation in  the  general  population  of  the  prison  or  the  camp. 

So  in  short,  the  intelligence  sources  are  consistent  in  providing 
indicators  that  the  alleged  existence  of  these  POW's  is  meant  to  be 
a  secret.  If  the  sources  are  not  all  fabricators,  then  obviously  the 
secret  leaked.  The  staff  analysis  of  the  content  of  the  information 
indicates  that  the  prisons  in  this  area  may  have  been  quite  active 
prior  to  the  Chinese  invasion  of  Vietnam  in  1979. 

For  the  first  few  years  in  the  1980's,  the  prison  in  this  area  ap- 
peared to  close,  but  around  1983  a  trickle  of  new  sources  and  sight- 
ings began  to  provide  information  of  possible  POW's  once  again 
being  held  in  this  remote  region. 

The  December  1991  date  of  a  hearsay  report  from  a  Vietnamese 
citizen  makes  this  area  one  of  the  most  recently  reported  to  be 
active. 

Mr.  Chairman,  that's  the  end  of  my  statement.  I'm  going  to 
absent  myself  for  about  7  or  8  minutes  for  a  previous  commitment 
I  have,  and  I'll  be  back  to  participate. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Senator.  I  appreciate 
your  helpful  summary  of  the  Son  La  area. 

Senator  Brown,  do  you  have  any  opening  comment? 

Senator  Brown.  No. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let's  try  to  proceed  right  into  this  if  we 
can,  Mr.  DeStatte.  We've  got  a  lot  to  try  to  cover.  This  is  an  obvi- 
ous area  of  interest,  with  the  frequency  of  the  reports. 

What  I'd  like  to  do  is  ask  you  if  you  have  a  general  comment 
with  respect  to  both  my  framing  of  the  Son  La  area  and  Senator 
Grassley's,  and  then  I'd  like  to  become  specific. 

TESTIMONY  OF  ROBERT  SHEETZ,  CHIEF,  SPECIAL  OFFICE  FOR 
POW/MIA  AFFAIRS,  DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY,  ACCOM- 
PANIED BY  GARY  SYDOW,  CHIEF,  ANALYSIS  BRANCH;  WARREN 
GRAY,  CHIEF,  CURRENT  OPERATIONS  BRANCH;  AND  ROBERT 
DESTATTE,  SENIOR  ANALYST,  ANALYSIS  BRANCH 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  like  to  make  a  general  comment,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. Once  again,  we  see  the  analysis  on  this  area,  its  cluster  anal- 
ysis, to  be  very  misleading. 

Just  as  we  saw  yesterday  in  the  Hanoi  area,  where  your  investi- 
gators confused  Hoa  Lo,  which  is  actually  represented  in  the  re- 
porting, clearly  identified  in  the  reporting  as  two  different  loca- 
tions, here  we  are  confusing  at  least  three  different  locations  under 
the  guise  of  cluster  theory. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  other  words,  you're  saying  that  when  you 
refer  to  Son  La  you're  really  not  dealing  with  one  area,  is  that  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  show  us  on  the  map?  It  would  be  much 
more  precise. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I'd  be  happy  to.  The  source  of  much  of  the  confusion 
lies  in  the  fact  that  Son  La  is  also  a  term  used  by  reeducatees  to 
cover  Camp  Group  2  of  the  Group  776  Wong  Re  Son  Reeducation 
System.  You'll  find  that  camp  
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The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you  a  favor.  If  you  could  just  stand  a 
little  bit  back  and  point,  give  us  a  sense  of  where  

Mr.  Sydow.  This  camp  would  be  found  in  the  area  following 
along  here,  right  here  [indicating]. 

The  Chairman.  Which  camp? 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  Camp  Group  2  of  the  Hoang  Lien  Son 
System.  Let  me  describe  that  system  in  general. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  show  where  Yen  Bai  is  relative  to  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yen  Bai,  which  is  a  town  about  70  miles  to  the 
Northwest  of  Hanoi,  lies  right  here  on  the  Red  River.  The  camp 
group  system  included  at  its  height,  largest  population,  seven  camp 
groups.  Camp  Group  1,  the  one  where  the  American  stayed,  lived  4 
or  5  years,  spread  along  river  valleys  along  here.  Camp  Group 

The  Chairman.  When  we  refer  to  Yen  Bai  and  Bob  Garwood, 
that  is  the  area  you  just  pointed  to. 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  established  that  Garwood  was  able  to  visit 
I   in  his  time  there  each  of  the  camp  groups  at  various  times,  doing 
various  duties.  He  rode  around  the  camp  system  in  a  jeep,  per- 
\  formed  various  electrical  or  film  projection  duties  for  his  5-year 
i   stay  there.  He  lived  in  Camp  Group  1. 

!      Camp  Group  2,  down  this  road  

I      The  Chairman.  How  far  away  would  this  be? 

|i      Mr.  Sydow.  Probably  60  kilometers  to  the  South,  Southwest, 

j  comprised  some  nine  sub-camps  hidden  among  the  valleys. 

I      The  Chairman.  So  you're  talking  40  miles  away,  approximately. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Through  the  mountains. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  a  trek  would  that  be? 
'       Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  it's  probably  4  to  6  hours  by  jeep. 

The  Chairman.  By  jeep? 
^       Mr.  Sydow.  Yes.  Camp  Group  3  was  a  smaller  camp  system, 
r    three  or  four  sub-camps  around  the  town  of  Nghia  Lo. 

Camp  group  4  was  north  of  this  large  lake  here,  which  was  a  hy- 
^  droelectric  reservoir  centering  near  but  some  distance  from  the 
[    town  of  Ham  Yen,  covering  about  20  sub-camps  north  of  the  lake. 

Camp  Group  5,  which  was  slightly  to  the  northwest  of  Yen  Bai, 
had  only  a  short  existence.  They  suffered  a  plague  there.  Some  200 
^'   prisoners  died  of  some  sort  of  plague,  and  they  moved  that  camp. 
^      The  Chairman.  When  was  that? 

^'      Mr.  Sydow.  That  would  have  been  in  the  early  part  of  the 

system  development,  1975-76. 
Camp  Group  6,  associated  with  the  small  town  of  Ba  Khe,  was  in 

the  mountains  around  the  Tran  Phu  State  Tea  Farm.  Their  duties, 
01''  the  reeducative  duties  in  that  camp  was  to  pick  tea  leaves  for 

export. 

This  whole  system  comprised  this  area.  It  just  so  happens  that 
icli  one  of  the  camp  groups  was  called  Son  La,  Camp  Group  2.  Much  of 
the  reporting  that  you  have  in  your  so-called  cluster  deals  with 
ioD  Camp  Group  2,  or  Son  La.  You  need  to  distinguish  where,  precisely, 
5  to  the  source,  when  he  reports,  is  talking  about. 

doB      The  town  of  Son  La,  like  the  Province  of  Son  La,  is  down  in  this 
area.  This  is  Son  La  Province  capital  town.  You'll  note  that  it  is 
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approximately  the  same  4-  to  6-hour  drive  away  from  Camp  Group 
2. 

When  I  do  a  circle  search  of  sources  concerning  the  provincial 
capital  of  Son  La,  which  is  what  we  really  want  to  deal  with  here 
today,  I  find  that  there  are  only  nine  sources  that  deal  with  that 
particular  area,  independent  of  the  reporting  from  the  Hoang  Lien 
Son  system. 

Once  again,  I  feel  the  cluster  sort  of  misleads  the  casual  inter- 
preter of  the  data.  Son  La  is  a  province  which  also  covers  a  good 
deal  of  this  territory. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  that's  a  good  explanation,  and  I  appreciate 
that.  Now,  have  you  isolated  the  nine  reports  that  you  believe  refer 
only  to  Son  La? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  All  right,  so  as  we  go  through  it,  you  will  say  to 
me,  that  particular  report  is  not  one  we  consider  Son  La,  but  you 
could  explain  it  nevertheless. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  in  this  area  as  a  whole,  were  these,  what 
four  or  five  camp  areas? 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  How  many,  five? 

Mr.  Sydow.  In  all  there  was  a  total  of  seven.  One  of  them  disap- 
peared because  of  the  plague.  The  other  two  were  collapsed,  so 
there  are  five  in  total. 

The  Chairman.  Five,  but  even  in  the  total  area  of  all  of  them, 
there  were  reeducatees  who  were  put  into  those  camps,  is  that  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct.  The  camp  system  was  built  around  a 
former  prison  system.  The  prison  at  the  Camp  Group  2  was  an  old 
French  prison  which  still  exists.  The  camps,  the  reeducation  camps, 
were  spread  out  around  that.  The  camps  around  Camp  Group  3 
was  built  around  the  old  prison  of  Nghia  Lo. 

We  have  looked — this  camp  system  arose  some  time  in  1975.  The 
reeducatees  began  to  arrive  sometime  in  1976.  We  know  that  Mr. 
Garwood  was  there  from  1975  through  1979.  The  camp  system  was 
taken  down  sometime  around  1979,  and  does  not  now  exist.  The 
former  prisons  do,  however,  continue  in  that  area. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  prisons  are  there  in  that  area? 

Mr.  Sydow.  There  are  at  least  three  prisons  in  that  area. 

The  Chairman.  And  those  prisons  are  in  the  same  sort  of  geo- 
graphic area  that  the  camps  were? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  it's  true,  is  it  not,  that  over  the  course  of 
the  last  15  years  many  of  the  reeducatees  who  went  into  those 
camps  post-1975  have  fled  Vietnam,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  many  of  those  people  have  been  talked  to,  is 
that  true,  by  your  people? 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  would  you  estimate  have  been  talked 
to? 

Mr.  Sydow.  It's  in  the  thousands.  I  would  say  2  or  3,000,  prob- 
ably. 
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The  Chairman.  And  of  those  2  or  3,000  who  were  in  there,  do 
any  of  them  say  they  were  there  with  Americans? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  a  fairly  clear  view,  and  we've  often 
asserted  this  view.  In  fact,  this  was  the  subject  of  our  initial  pres- 
entation to  the  Congress  of  cluster  theory.  In  1987  we  presented 
this  as  a  cluster. 

The  Chairman.  Who  did  you  present  that  to? 

Mr.  Sydow.  To  the  House  task  force.  Senator  Smith  was  in  at- 
tendance. Former  Congressman  Billy  Hendon  was  in  attendance.  It 
was  chaired,  I  believe,  by  Congressman  Solomon. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  you  assert  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Sydow.  At  that  time,  we  asserted  the  same  picture  that  I 
will  this  morning.  The  reporting  is  quite  consistent.  If  you  look  at 
the  first-hand  and  hearsay  reports,  of  which  I  number  about  400, 
you  will  find  in  that  set,  they  virtually  all  correlate  to  Robert  Gar- 
wood. 

You  will  find  30  exceptions.  We  have  fabricated  18  reports  and 
we  have  correlated  12  reports  to  the  other  

The  Chairman.  What  you  mean  is,  you  have  18  reports  that 
were  fabricated. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  I'm  trying  to  speak  as  quickly  as  possible. 
The  Chairman.  I  just  didn't  want  to  leave  you  saying  you  were 
fabricating. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Okay.  In  effect,  the  reports  have  been  fabricated. 

Also,  we  have  correlated  12  reports  to  other  individuals  who  hap- 
pened to  wander  through  the  system.  There  were  Swedish  develop- 
ment workers.  This  is  a  highly  forested  area.  Swedish  development 
workers  in  support  of  the  Swedish  paper  mill  project  at  Viet  Tri 
wandered  through  this  area  assessing  lumber.  Soviet  security  advi- 
sors wandered  through  this  area  for  purposes  of  their  own.  We 
have  identified  12  reports  that  correlate  to  those — those  activities. 

But  as  I  stated  yesterday,  90  to  95  percent  of  this  reporting  is 
correlated  to  one  man,  and  to  one  man  only.  That's  Robert  Gar- 
wood. It  is  consistent.  It  shows  him  to  have  freedom  of  activity 
through  the  system.  He  drove  a  jeep.  He  rode  in  a  jeep.  He  rode  a 
bicycle.  He  dressed  in  a  white  shirt  with  dark  trousers. 

He  often  carried  a  monkey  on  his  shoulder.  He  projected  films 
and  gave  propaganda  lectures  to  the  internees  and  reeducatees.  He 
also  fixed  wire  lines,  as  in  the  Tran  Phu  State  Tea  Farm.  We  have 
a  fairly  clear  picture  of  all  of  his  activities. 

From  those  same  reporters,  we  have  a  fairly  clear  picture  of  the 
whole  reeducation  camp  system.  In  regard  to  your  Son  La  cluster, 
this  is  not  the  Son  La  that  your  cluster  refers  to. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  come  back  to  my  question.  Out  of  those 
several  thousand,  apart  from  Bob  Garwood  and  apart  from  the 
Caucasians  who  were  not  American  POW's,  are  there  reports  in 
which  you  place  credibility  of  American  POW's  being  held? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir.  There  is  no  evidence  of  POW's  being  held  in 
this  system. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  DeStatte. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir.  I'd  like  to  add  one  comment.  We 
shouldn't  forget  that  those  300-plus  sources  who  accurately  de- 
scribed Robert  Garwood,  encounters  with  Robert  Garwood  there, 
also  said  that  they  had  no  knowledge,  personal  or  hearsay,  of  any 
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other  Americans  living  or  being  detained  in  that  area,  and  if  these 
folks  were  acknowledged  reporting  accurate  on  that,  why  should 
we  question  their  accuracy  on  the  other? 

The  Chairman.  So,  let's  just  be  very  clear  on  that.  The  300 
people  whom  you  were  able  to  ascertain  with  certainty  were  refer- 
ring to  Bob  Garwood,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Those  same  300  people  never  reported  any  other 
American,  is  that  what  you're  saying? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  I  recall  one  source.  He  is  a  former  Repub- 
lic of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  General,  and  there  may  be  a  couple 
of  others  who,  in  addition  to  reporting  accurately  about  Robert 
Garwood  said  that  they  also  knew  of  some  Americans,  other  Amer- 
icans who  were  being  held  there,  but  there  again,  we're  looking  at 
a  minority,  and  again  I  believe  we  need  to  apply  some  common 
sense  there. 

If  we  have  300  people  who  say  there  was  one  and  only  one 
person,  and  out  of  that  we  come  out  of  perhaps  6  percent  or  less 
who  say  there  were  additional  Americans  there,  and  then  we  begin 
looking  at  these  additional  reporters  and  their  information  and  we 
find  that — then  we  have  to  scrutinize  that  small  percentage  and 
see  if  there  is  some  explanation  for  how  they  knew  something  that 
others  didn't  know,  and  when  we  approach  it  from  that  point  of 
view,  we  cannot  sustain  the  judgment  that  these  folks  somehow 
knew  something  that  was  concealed  to  others. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  out  of  the  300 — you  have  300  who  reported 
on  Garwood. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  is  an  approximation. 

The  Chairman.  Right,  and  you're  saying  that  5  percent  of  the 
300  who  reported  on  Garwood — in  point  of  fact,  if  you  take  the  to- 
tality of  those  people  who  reported  but  saw  nothing,  you're  in  the 
thousands,  are  you  not? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  So  your  percentage  in  fact  is  much  lower. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Drops  below  1  percent. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  below  1  percent  that  are  in  fact  con- 
ceivably reporting  something. 

Now,  let's  look  at  those  specific  reports  and  try  to  understand 
them,  and  those  are  the  reports  that  are  part  of  the  current  analy- 
sis. 

Turning  to  live  sighting  report  1072,  this  is  a  reeducation  camp 
inmate.  This  would  be  sort  of  one  of  that  1  percent  that  you're 
talking  about.  Date  of  sighting  was  August  1976.  The  status  that 
you  deemed  was  fabrication. 

The  person  asserted  that  5  kilometers  from  Son  La  prison  camp 
in  a  bamboo  forest  this  person  had  a  first-hand  sighting  of  six  U.S. 
POW's  cutting  bamboo  under  guard.  They  were  in  prison  clothes, 
thin,  weak.  He  watched  them  for  4  or  5  minutes.  They  were  not 
held  in  his  prison  camp. 

Now,  how  do  you  arrive  at  the  notion  that  that  is  in  fact  a  fabri- 
cation? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Once  again,  you  need  to  reflect  this  report  against 
the  level  of  refutation  that  you  have  in  reporting  in  the  system. 
This  source  states  that  he  was  200  meters  away,  on  a  mountain.  He 
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was  viewing  the  reported  six  POW's  through  bamboo  forest.  He 
stated  that  they  had  a  prison  uniform  and  were  themselves  en- 
gaged in  some  sort  of  bamboo  cutting  activity,  and  that  this  took  4 
or  5  minutes,  this  observation. 

We  would  note  there  has  been  no  prior  reporting  of  such  a  group 
of  individuals  working  through  the  Camp  Group  2  area.  We  would 
also  note  that  the  standard  striped  prison  uniform,  which  is  a  hall- 
mark of  some  fabricated  reporting,  went  out  of  use  even  with  the 
U.S.  POW's  that  we  knew  to  be  in  the  Hanoi  prison  camp  system 
and  who  returned.  It  went  out  of  use  in  the  late  sixties.  If  this  man 
is  purporting  that  somebody  is  still  wearing  the  maroon,  double- 
striped  prison  uniform  in  1976,  it's  an  additional  factor  against 
him. 

The  Chairman.  And  you're  saying  that  all  of  the  debriefings  of 
those  prisoners  who  returned  debunked  the  notion  that  that  was 
what  they  were  wearing.  That  was  not  in  fact  the  prison  uniform. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  give  the  credit  for  the  development 
of  this  analysis  to  one  of  your  staff  who  covered  this  issue  with  our 
foremost  set  of  prison  experts,  a  group  of  men  who  went  through 
all  the  prisons  in  the  system,  the  commandos,  and  who  detailed  the 
wearing  of  these  type  of  prison  uniforms. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  just  help  me  out  and  say  where  it  said 
they  wore  prison  clothes?  I  didn't  read  where  it  said  they  were 
striped. 

On  your  evaluation  you  say,  during  the  4  to  5  minute  period  ob- 
serving, the  Caucasians  were  watched  by  one  public  security  guard. 
Other  than  reporting  that  the  men  wear  prison  clothes,  he  said  the 
distance  and  dense  nature  of  the  bamboo  forest  precluded  his  pro- 
viding detailed  descriptions.  I  don't  particularly  see  the  stripes. 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  prison  clothes  regimen  was  pretty  informal  in 
that  whole  reeducation  system.  The  fact  that  he  highlights  it  sug- 
gests that  there  was  some  special  prison  clothing  that  didn't  exist. 

The  Chairman.  You're  saying  there  was  no  prison  clothing. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  it  doesn't  bear  the  hallmark  of  a  uni- 
form. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  other  rationale  which  added  to  the 
judgment  that  this  was  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  distance  of  observation.  The  man  stated  that  he 
was  able  to  pick  up  details  at  200  meters  through  bamboo  forest. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  I  could  provide  a  little  contextual  information, 
it  might  help. 

The  Chairman.  Sure. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  inmates  in  this  reeducation  system  were 
former  officers  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces.  The  ci- 
vilian population  there,  while  Senator  Grassley  correctly  notes  that 
the  majority  of  them — the  majority  of  people  in  that  area  are 
ethnic  minorities,  there  was  also  a  fairly  large  population  of  low- 
land Vietnamese  who  had  been  resettled — I  think  it  would  be  accu- 
rate to  say  forcefully  resettled  in  that  area  after  1954,  following  the 
communist  ascension  to  power  in  North  Vietnam. 

The  inmates  in  these  reeducation  camps  had  frequent  contact 
with  the  civilians.  They  were  on  a  variety  of  work  details  outside  of 
their  reeducation  camp.  The  reeducation  camp  in  this  case,  it's  also 
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important  to  note,  it's  not  a  formal — most  of  them  were  not  formal 
prisons. 

The  Son  La  complex  or  group  of  prisons,  or  what  we  call  Camp 
Group,  what  the  Vietnamese  call  Camp  Group  2,  included  a  couple 
of  formal  prisons  that  date  back  to  the  French  era  that  were  ren- 
ovated by  the  inmates  during  their  tenure  there.  I  believe  one  of 
them  has  since  been  converted  into  a  historic  museum.  Some  of  the 
key  figures  in  the  Vietnamese  Government  spent  some  time  there 
as  guests  of  the  French  there. 

But  anyway,  the  prisoners  in  this  system  had  frequent  contact  or 
interaction  with  the  local  civilian  populace.  They  discussed  a  varie- 
ty of  things.  They  bartered  handicrafts  for  food  items,  for  clothing 
items,  for  medicines,  whatever  they  could  get,  but  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  interaction  there. 

There  was  a  very  active  rumor  mill,  if  you  will,  or  informal  com- 
munication system  there.  Had  there  been  Americans  in  that  area, 
it  certainly  would  have  been  an  item  of  considerable  interest  in  an 
area  where  there  is  very  little  of  interest  going  on,  and  it  would  be 
a  topic  of  frequent  conversation,  and  it  should  have  come  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  inmates  there. 

But  in  fact  the  inmates  who  were  there,  with  those  rare  excep- 
tions, are  aware  only  of  Robert  Garwood  in  that  entire  system. 

The  Chairman.  In  fact  you — in  the  debriefing  here  it  says  that 
scores  of  former  inmates  in  this  particular  camp  were  interviewed 
and  none  of  them  reported  anybody  except  Garwood,  is  that  accu- 
rate? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  I  would  say  it  a  little  differently  than 
that.  We  have  to  keep  in  mind  that  that  statement  does  not  take 
'into  account,  again,  that  very  small  percentage  of  people  who  in 
our  judgment  have  made  false  claims  that  there  were  people  other 
than  Garwood  there,  but  in  my  judgment  there  is  no  credible 
source  who  has  reported  on  anyone  other  than  Robert  Garwood,  so 
I  would  insert  the  word,  credible. 

The  Chairman.  Turning  your  attention  to  live  sighting  report 
1117,  this  is  another  reeducation  camp  inmate.  He  was  a  former 
ARVN  lieutenant  colonel,  was  a  graduate  of  the  National  Military 
Academy  at  Dalat.  He  did  the  U.S.  Army  Engineering  Officer 
Course  at  Fort  Bel  voir,  and  so  forth. 

His  date  of  sighting  was  in  1977,  he  says  near  the  Ba  Khe 
Market,  between  Yen  Bai  and  Nghia  Lo,  which  I  guess  Route  601 
connects  Nghia  Lo  with  Son  La.  His  sighting  was  hearsay.  He  said, 
while  working  in  the  rice  fields  near  the  Ba  Khe  Market  the  source 
spoke  to  passing  villagers  who  said  they'd  seen  a  group  of  U.S. 
POW's  being  moved  from  Yen  Bai  to  Son  La.  Two  of  the  POW's 
had  Vietnamese  wives. 

Now,  this  information  came  from  the  Office  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  you.  Can  you  tell  me  how  you  evaluated 
it?  I  gather  this  gentleman — I've  read  his  debrief.  He  gave  a  very 
long  and  detailed  debrief,  but  he  says,  point  blank,  he  did  not  ever 
observe  any  Americans.  That's  his  personal  statement.  So  this  is 
pure,  rank  hearsay.  How  do  you  evaluate  it? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Let  me  preface  my  comments  by  pointing  out  that 
the  Ba  Khe  intersection,  or  what  is  referred  to  there  as  the  Ba  Khe 
Market — most  Vietnamese  refer  to  it  as  the  Ba  Khe  intersection — 
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is  not  part  of  the  Son  La  group  of  camps,  but  is  part  of  a  greater — 
the  organization  that  was  responsible  for  that  whole  complex  was 
the  North  Vietnamese  Army,  or  People's  Army  of  Vietnam  organi- 
zation called  Group  776,  and  Ba  Khe  intersection  is  closer  to  Group 
1.  It's  not  part  of  Camp  Group  2. 

The  Chairman.  So,  to  begin  with  you  assert  this  should  not  be 
part  of  a  cluster. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  if  we're  keeping  this  cluster  to  Son  La. 

The  Chairman.  Point  made.  What's  the  next  point  with  respect 
to  the  evaluation?  How  do  you  decide  whether  that  hearsay  is  accu- 
rate or  inaccurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  You  balance  that  against  the  reporting.  I  would  say 
that's  inaccurate  reporting.  Let  me  illustrate. 

Since  you've  raised  a  new  case  here  today,  I'll  raise  another.  We 
have  another  reporter  who  was  at  Ba  Khe  Market.  It  sets  in  the 
middle  of  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  system.  He  was  enjoying  a  cup  of  tea 
in  a  little  cafe  at  the  side  of  the  road  when  he  observed  a  jeep  to 
pull  into  Ba  Khe  with,  I  believe,  four  white  foreigners  in  the  back 
of  the  jeep.  It  parked,  and  they  walked  into  the  public  security 
office. 

He  was  able  to  observe  that  the  men  were  wearing  shorts,  khaki 
shorts  and  shirts  with  a  football  number  on  the  back.  We've  corre- 
lated that  report  to  Swedish  development  workers,  who  would  nat- 
urally come  into  Ba  Khe,  register  with  the  local  public  security, 
and  then  go  about  their  business. 

This  area  is  covered  thoroughly.  The  men  went  out — the  reeduca- 
tees  went  out  each  day,  worked  in  the  fields,  worked  in  the  tea 
plantation,  cut  bamboo,  did  such  things.  They  also  shared  with 
each  other  information  on  strange  occurrences  that  happened  in 
the  reeducation  camp  system  so  that  they  all  knew  what  each 
other  knew,  or  they  shared  hearsay  information,  and  none  of  this 
reporting  corroborates  each  other  in  supporting  large  groups  of 
Caucasians  moving  around  within  the  system.  This  is  an  inside-the- 
system  report. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  would  add  that  first,  this  is  a  hearsay  report,  as 
I  understand  it. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  add,  before  you  do,  this  is  Son  La 
Province,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  This  is  outside.  This  is  in  Hoang  Lien  Son 
Province. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  in  your  Joint  Casualty  Center  letter  to 
JCRC,  to  the  commander,  it  says  subject,  possible  American  POW's 
in  Son  La  Province. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  a  clear  misstatement. 

The  Chairman.  Concerning  the  alleged  sighting  of  American 
POW's  in  Son  La  Province  in  Vietnam,  1977. 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  the  same  confusion  that  your  committee  staff 
has  fallen  into.  When  one  of  the  camp  groups  is  called  Son  La, 
people  expect  that  name  to  spread  out  over  an  area  of  land,  with- 
out reference  to  the  province  boundary. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  read  you,  during  blank  years  of  confine- 
ment at  Lon  Geo,  Tan  Laph,  Yen  Bai  Camp  7,  Camp  Hoang  Son 
La,  Camp  2  Ba  Khe,  and  Camp  4  Hoang  Lien  Son,  this  source  did 
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not  ever  observe  any  Americans.  Now,  I  happen  to  find  that  signifi- 
cant. 

I  mean,  I  think  if  the  source  is  saying  he  heard  something  and 
he's  got  all  of  this  background,  but  he  says  in  all  these  camps  he 
never  saw  an  American,  to  me  that's  interesting.  But  I  don't  think 
you  can  have  it  both  ways. 

If  you  accept  the  notion  that — I  think  you  probably  do.  You 
accept  that  somebody  might  have  said  to  him  that  they  saw  Ameri- 
cans. You  just  don't  accept  that  there  were  really  Americans  there, 
is  that  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  think  in  this  particular  case  the  source  ap- 
parently is  giving  us  a  good  faith  rendition  of  what  he  heard,  and  I 
think  it's  significant.  The  point  I  was  going  to  make,  the  next 
point,  is  that  he  refers  to  two  Americans  with  wives. 

We  know  that  Bobby  Garwood  was  there.  Bobby  Garwood  also 
lived  with  a  Thai  national  who  sometimes  was  mistaken  by  in- 
mates who  observed  the  two  as  a  dark-complected  American.  As 
rumors  pass  from  person  to  person,  I  think  it's  quite  possible,  and 
in  fact  probable,  that  the  story  that  this  fellow  heard  was  in  fact 
based  on  the  presence  of  Robert  Garwood  and  the  Thai  national. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  read  so  the  full  passage  is  in  the 
record  here.  The  source  did  not  ever  observe  any  Americans  during 
1977  while  working  in  the  rice  fields  near  Ba  Khe  Market,  and 
you're  saying  Ba  Khe  Market,  per  se,  is  not  in  Son  La  Province. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  I  accept  that. 

He  talked  with  villagers  passing  by  who  claimed  that  they  had 
observed  a  group  of  American  POW's — did  not  say  how  many — who 
were  being  moved  from  Yen  Bai  to  Son  La  Province.  The  villagers 
stated  that  two  of  the  Americans  had  Vietnamese  wives.  The 
source  asked  the  villagers,  how  could  American  POW's  have  Viet- 
namese wives,  and  the  villagers  speculated  that  the  two  men  had 
decided  to  join  the  communists.  The  villagers  gave  no  further  de- 
tails concerning  the  Americans. 

Now,  you  have  not  deemed  this  to  be  a  fabrication.  In  fact,  the 
status  is  not  indicated.  What  does  that  mean?  What  is  the  status  of 
that  report? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  the  report  is  left  open.  As  in  many  cases 
where  we  find  hearsay  reporting  that  tends  to  confirm  our  knowl- 
edge of  the  particular  area,  we  let  it  lie  in  the  database  in  the  hope 
that  maybe — or  the  fear  that  maybe  some  day  later  it  will  be  cor- 
roborated to  other  reporting  and  lead  to  a  significant  theme,  the 
sort  of  themes  that  we  were  looking  for  yesterday  in  Hanoi. 

In  this  case,  as  Mr.  DeStatte  alluded  to,  we  have  in  this  camp 
two  individuals,  two  stay-behinds,  collaborators  with  the  Vietnam- 
ese, both  of  whom  have  been  reported  as  having  local  wives,  so 
there's  a  basis  in  reality,  perhaps,  for  this  man's  story,  which  is 
otherwise  fairly  well  corroborated. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  knew  of  more  than  one  collaborator. 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  other  individual  is  a  Thai  national  not  of  con- 
cern to  us.  He  adopted  a  Vietnamese  name,  as  did  Garwood — 
Nguyen  Viet  Son.  He  is  reputed  to  have  been  a  Thai  air  pilot  who 
strayed  into  Vietnamese  air  space  and  was  kept  in  the  reeducation 
camp  system  for,  lo,  20  years. 
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The  Chairman.  I  want  to  keep  moving  through  these  Son  La 
sources,  because  I  want  to  divide  this  morning  into  two  halves,  if 
we  can. 

Let  me  turn  to  my  colleagues,  if  I  can,  and  see  if  we  can  keep 
moving  through.  Senator  Smith. 
Senator  Smith.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Of  course,  the  position  of  the  Vietnamese,  Mr.  Sydow,  has  always 
been  that  there  are  no  stay-behinds,  correct? 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  their  position. 
Senator  Smith.  That  is  their  position. 
Mr.  Sydow.  That  should  be  modified. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Now,  I  believe  they  published  a  white  paper  in 
1980  in  which  they  devoted  a  paragraph  to  Robert  Garwood,  in 
which  they  described  him  as  a  person  who  voluntarily  crossed  over 
to  their  side. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  Garwood  came  out  in  1979,  so  I  guess  we 
can  say  that  anybody  that's  sighted  after  1979  is  not  Garwood, 
can't  we?  He  gets  credit  for  a  lot  of  sightings,  but  he  can't  be  cred- 
ited for  sightings  after  1979  when  he  came  out  in  1979,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Other  than  for  a  minor  confusion  of  dates,  that's  cor- 
rect, sir. 

I  will  say  that  we  have  heard  the  latest  Vietnamese  position  on 
this  in  May  of  last  year,  in  Hawaii.  Their  statement  was,  they  are 
not  aware  of  any  Americans  living  in  Vietnam,  stay-behinds. 

Senator  Smith.  Some  of  these  sources  you're  attributing  possibly 
to  people  who  may  be  behind,  so  you're  taking  issue  with  the  Viet- 
namese statement.  Do  you  have  any  evidence  that  you  haven't 
shared  with  this  committee  of  stay-behinds  in  any  capacity  in  Viet- 
nam? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  understand  what  point  we  are  taking  issue 
with. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  you're  saying — you're  talking  about  the 
possibility  that  there  may  be,  quote  unquote,  stay-behinds. 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  period  that  we're  covering  here,  Senator  Smith, 
is  1975  through  1980  sightings,  in  which  we  did  have  two  stay-be- 
hinds. We  are  not  beyond  that  period. 

Senator  Smith.  Picking  up  on  some  of  the  points  that  Senator 
Kerry  made  on  the  same  two  sightings,  the  difficulty  that  I  have  in 
dealing  with  this,  and  have  had  the  same  difficulty  for  the  past  8 
years,  is  I  read  the  intelligence.  I  think  I  have  all  of  it.  I'm  told  I 
have  all  of  it.  But  I  can't  get  out  of  it  what  you  guys  have  out  of  it. 

For  example,  source  1117,  he  said  that — you  guys  make  the  point 
that  the  sighting  was  in  another  province.  It  was  not  in  Son  La,  it 
was  next  to  it,  true,  but  what  did  the  source  say?  The  source  said 
they  were  going  to  Son  La,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  So  it's  not  that  much — it's  not  that  outrageous,  is 
it,  to  cluster  that  to  say  these  POW's  are  en  route  to  Son  La? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Refresh  my  memory,  but  I  believe  he  said  that — 
do  I  recall  correctly  that  he  said  that  these  folks  were  being  moved 
to  Nghia  Lo? 

Senator  Smith.  I  don't  think  so. 
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The  Chairman.  He  said — in  1117  he  said — I  read  that  into  the 
record  a  moment  ago — they  are  being  moved  from  Yen  Bai  to  Son 
La  Province. 

Senator  Smith.  I  mean,  the  point  is,  the  purpose  of  this  cluster 
that  is  drawn,  I  think  you  all  know  in  terms  of  cluster  analysis, 
there  are  many  things  you  can  cluster.  You  can  cluster  the  fact 
that  people  had  rubber  tires  on  their  feet,  that  the  prisoner  every- 
body saw  had  that.  There  are  many  ways  you  can  cluster.  You  can 
cluster  by  location,  you  can  cluster  by  prison  system,  which  is  what 
we've  done  here. 

We  went  through  this  in  the  preliminary  meeting  that  we  had  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  on  this  thing,  so  you're  aware  of  that,  so  I 
think  it's  misleading.  Son  La  is  a  single  province  prison,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir.  The  confusion  that  we're  getting  into,  we 
have  described  completely  this  morning  a  reeducation  camp  system 
which  existed  in  an  area  bordering  on  Son  La  Province.  We  have 
yet  to  address  any  issue  of  prison  in  Son  La. 

Senator  Smith.  Isn't  it  a  prison  system  in  Son  La,  an  administra- 
tive prison  system? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Sir,  I  would  expect  a  provincial  jail  to  be  in  the  pro- 
vincial capital  of  Son  La,  but  what  we're  addressing  this  morning 
through  the  first  two  reports  raised  is  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  People's 
Army  of  Vietnam  Group  776  Reeducation  Camp  System,  something 
totally  different,  not  a  prison  system. 

Senator  Smith.  That's  not  what  I'm  addressing.  What  I'm  ad- 
dressing is,  who  controls  the  camps?  Are  you  saying  that  all  those 
camps  at  Son  La  are  all  totally  isolated,  or  were  totally  isolated, 
had  no  connection  with  each  other? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  During  the  period  1970 — I  should  say,  during  the 
period  1976  through  late  1978,  the  prisons — and  prisons  is  some- 
what of  a  misleading  term.  The  detention  camps  in  that  region 
which  held  former  officers  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam 
Armed  Forces  were  all  under  the  control  of  People's  Army  of  Viet- 
nam Group  776. 

They  were  not  under  the  control  of  Son  La  Province.  Some  of  the 
camps  may  have  coincidentally  been  geographically  located  either 
in  or  on  the  border  of  Son  La  Province,  and  some  of  the  inmates 
and  others  refer  to  them  as  a  matter  of  convenience  as  the,  quote, 
Son  La  camps,  they  are  in  no  way  administratively  or  otherwise 
connected  to  the  province  administration  of  Son  La. 

So  we're  talking  about  these  reports.  We're  talking  about  reports 
that  were  received  from  former  inmates  of  the  camp  system  that 
was  administered  by  Group  776. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  the  purpose  of  us  analyzing  it  this  way  is  to 
try  to  get  a  different  reading,  other  than  simply  independent 
source  reviews.  We  talked  about  this  yesterday.  You  understand 
that.  What  you  just  said,  though,  that  it  is  a  system — 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  we've  been  saying  that  quite  consistently. 

Senator  Smith.  This  is  where  I  really  have — if  it's  a  system, 
that's  all  I'm  saying,  that  Son  La  prison  system,  it  doesn't  matter 
how  many  jails  or  how  many  admin  buildings  or  whatever  there 
are  in  the  system.  What  I'm  asking  you  is,  is  there  linkage  between 
these  units,  for  want  of  a  better  word,  in  the  system  in  Son  La 
Province? 
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That's  the  question  Fm  asking,  based  on  your  inteUigence. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Senator  Smith,  at  issue  here  is  to  seek  to  find 
POW's,  wherever  they  might  exist.  What  we  have  tried  to  define  in 
our  briefing  this  morning  is  a  reeducation  camp  system  on  which 
we  have  reporting  that  is  90  to  95  percent  accurate.  It  doesn't  add 
intelligence  to  the  issue  of  hunting  for  POW's. 

Now,  if  you  want  to  talk  about  Son  La  as  a  province,  as  a  prov- 
ince capital,  away  from  this  system,  away  from  this  time  period,  I 
would  agree  that  that  should  be  the  focus  of  our  efforts,  but  we 
have  a  historical  phenomenon  here.  It  came  up  in  1975  and  went 
down  in  1978,  1979  or  1980.  The  reeducatees  were  all  transported 
back  to  the  South,  where  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
other  countries.  We've  learned  a  lot  about  this  system.  But  to  hunt 
for  POW's,  this  is  not  a  place  I  would  look. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  what  I'm  trying  to  establish  here,  as  we  did 
yesterday  with  the  Citadel,  we  have — I  believe  I'm  correct.  I'm  not 
certain — I  think  it's  nine  sources  in  a  single  prison  jurisdiction.  To 
me,  that's  a  significant  number  of  people. 

Now,  what  you're  saying  is,  that's  spread  out  all  over  the  prov- 
ince, and  I  understand  your  point,  but  what  we're  trying  to  say  is, 
you  have  to  take  another  look  at  that  and  you've  got  to  say,  if  this 
is  a  system,  and  you  basically  have  said  that  it  is,  we  don't  prob- 
ably know  the  specifics  of  how  much  contact  there  is,  but  we  know 
it's  a  system,  and  if  it  is  a  system,  administratively,  then  there's 
got  to  be  contact. 

There  should  be  contact,  then,  between  those  units,  and  if  there's 
contact  between  those  units,  then  nine  sources  in  that  system 
makes  that  a  cluster,  and  that  gives  you  another  perspective,  an- 
other perspective  on  those  nine  sources  who  come  out  that  you 
source-analyzed  as  being,  I  believe,  fabrications,  or  most  of  them. 
That's  all  I'm  saying. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  You  raise  a  very  important  point,  I  think.  If  this 
is  a  system,  it  is  a  system  with  a  chain  of  command.  They  are 
linked  to  each  other.  Not  only  were  the  camp  administrators,  or 
the  system  administrators,  I  should  say,  talking  with  each  other, 
but  also  the  camp  population  was  talking  to  each  other. 

The  camp  populations  were  mobile.  People  were  transferred  from 
one  camp  to  another  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  There  was  a  central- 
ized distribution  system  for  food,  medicines,  and  other  staples.  Indi- 
viduals from  a  given  camp  were  sent  on  work  details  up  to  the  cen- 
tral distribution  point.  There  was  always  interchange  between 
people  there.  There  was  a  medical  treatment  system  that  was  in 
place. 

People  that  needed — people  that  were  suffering  from  severe  med- 
ical problems  were  evacuated  to  a  hospital  that  was  in  Camp 
Group  4.  There  was  a  whole  host  of  doctors  there  who  were  all 
South  Vietnamese,  some  of  whom  we  spoke  to. 

There  was  a  tremendous  flow  of  information  there.  None  of  these 
camps  existed  in  isolation,  and  while  you  point  out  accurately  that 
there  was  a  small  number  of  people  who  said  that  there  was  a 
number  of  POW's,  of  Americans  other  than  Robert  Garwood,  I 
would  point  out  that  a  tremendous  number — a  tremendously  larger 
number  of  people  were  in  that  same  system  who  were  exposed  to 
the  same  information  flow.  They  say  no. 
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And  if  we  can  bring  it  back  to  source  1117,  whom  we  were  just 
discussing,  I  think  it's  significant  that  here  an  apparently  reliable 
source  telling  us  that  he  personally  had  never  seen  nor  heard  of 
any  American  POW's,  other  than  this  one  rumor,  and  we  do  not 
know  how  many  minds,  how  many  persons,  this  rumor  had  gone 
through  before  it  finally  reached  him.  We  don't  know  what  distor- 
tions entered  that  story  before  it  got  to  him. 

We  do  know — everyone  who  has  gone  through  a  grammar  school 
class  in  the  United  States  has  gone  through  that  little  exercise 
where  they  give  a  student  at  one  corner  a  piece  of  paper.  They  read 
the  little  note,  and  then  they  verbally  transfer  it  to  the  person 
behind  them.  By  the  time  that  information  flows  to  the  other  end 
of  the  classroom,  it  does  not  resemble  the  original  statement. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me — and  then  I'll  yield  to  my  colleague.  Let 
me  just  touch  two  specific  areas  regarding  the  two  sources,  one  a 
general  question  and  one  on  the  source  that  Senator  Kerry  just  dis- 
cussed with  you,  1072.  I  read  the  source  file.  I've  read  every  word 
that  we  have  in  that  case,  and  I  listened  to  your  responses  to  Sena- 
tor Kerry's  questions. 

There's  nothing  in  the  source  file  that  I  can  find  that  says  any- 
thing about  stripes  on  prison  uniform.  The  source  talks  about 
prison  uniform.  That's  all  I  can  find  him  saying,  and  now  we've 
evolved  from  refuting  what  the  individual  said  because  you  didn't 
find  anybody  that  saw  prison  uniforms  with  stripes.  He  didn't  say 
stripes,  so  where  do  we  get  stripes?  What  document? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  believe  Mr.  Sydow  just  explained  how  he  came 
up  with  that,  the  basis  of  that  statement. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  don't  understand  how  we  got  to  the  prison 
uniform  with  stripes. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  what  he  explained  to  me  when  I  asked 
him  that  question  last  time  as  I  came  back  at  him  was  that  the 
original  uniforms,  when  you  refer  to  prison  uniforms,  the  original 
uniforms  were  striped,  and  he  was  saying  that  in  that  particular 
area  they  didn't  have  a  sort  of  set  prison  uniform,  that  the  dress 
was  fairly  casual — whatever  people  had.  I  think  that's  what  you 
said. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  So  you  did  not  refute  this  source  because  of  a 
striped  uniform. 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir.  The  elements  of  his  observation  are  more  im- 
portant— 200  meters  and  4  or  5  minutes  through  a  bamboo  cluster 
of  trees. 

Senator  Smith.  All  right.  Just  two  other  final  points  on  this.  I 
think  you  said,  Mr.  Sydow,  that  the  reporting  from  this  area,  did 
you  use  the  term — I  might  have  missed.  Did  you  say  95  percent  ac- 
curate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  said  90  to  95  percent.  The  simple  figures  are  ap- 
proximately 300  reports  correlated  to  Garwood,  18  reports  have 
been  fabricated,  and  12  have  been  correlated  to  other  individuals. 
That  excludes  from  consideration  a  group  of  crash-grave  airplane 
incidents  that  happened  in  these  very  provinces  during  wartime. 

Senator  Smith.  So  regarding  Garwood,  do  we  determine  that  the 
300  reports  on  Garwood  are  accurate  because  Garwood  came  back, 
or  did  you  determine  that  they  were  accurate  before  he  came  back? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  We  didn't  begin  receiving  those  reports  in  any 
volume  until  after  he  came  back.  When  we  first  began  receiving 
the  reports,  we  accepted  them  as  accurate  reports,  but  we  hadn't 
confirmed  precisely  who  they  were.  As  I  mentioned  yesterday,  the 
analyst  who  was  responsible  for  those  cases  at  that  time,  it  was  his 
judgment  very  early  on  in  the  process  that  the  subject  of  those  re- 
ports was  Robert  Garwood,  but  it  took  us  some  time  to  confirm 
that. 

Senator  Smith.  So  we've  confirmed  that  they  were  Garwood,  ba- 
sically, because  Garwood  came  back  and  was  able  to  confirm  that. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  confirmed  it  through  hard  work  and  the  de- 
termination to  find  out  who  it  was. 

Senator  Smith.  And  following  up  on  that,  on  that  point,  then  the 
5  percent  that  are  inaccurate,  if  it's  90  to  95,  taking  the  figure  95, 
if  95  percent  are  accurate,  then  the  5  percent  that  are  inaccurate 
are  the  ones  that  claim  they  saw  American  POW's. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  don't  know  what  the  specific  claims  were  of  the  30 
other  reports.  There  were  a  variety  of  claims.  There  were  claims  of 
Caucasians  who  indeed  were  Swedes,  or  who,  indeed,  were  Rus- 
sians. There  are  a  variety  of  stories.  We'd  have  to  examine  those 
one  by  one,  as  we  do  every  case. 

Senator  Smith.  I'm  just  taking  what  you  gave  me.  You  gave  me 
some  numbers,  and  you  said  Garwood,  you  said  fabrications,  and 
you  said  other  Americans. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Other  correlations. 

Senator  Smith.  Other  correlations.  I  just  assumed  from  that  that 
the  fabrications  are  those  that  are  live  POW's,  sighted  live  POW's. 

Mr.  Sydow.  In  fact,  fabrications  are  lies.  They're  not  based  on 
any  reality  at  all. 

Senator  Smith.  The  final  point,  the  point  I  am  making  is,  90  per- 
cent of  the  people,  90  to  95  percent  of  the  people  who  stepped  up  to 
the  plate  and  said  they  saw  something,  Garwood  or  something 
along  those  lines,  were  correct,  and  based  on  source  analysis  alone, 
you  determined  that  the  other  5  percent  were  not  correct,  and 
what  we're  trying  to  do  is  show  you  that  there  are  other  ways  to 
look  at  this  in  this  prison  complex  cluster  which,  based  on  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  95  percent,  I  think  deserves  another  look.  I'm  not  a 
professional  analyst  

Mr.  DeStatte.  We  have  done  that,  but  let's  take  that  95  percent 
that  described  Robert  Garwood.  These  folks  also  said  that  he  was 
the  one  and  only  one.  Now,  how  do  we  deal  with  that?  Do  we  say 
that  they  were  fabricating  the  claim  that  he  was  the  one  and  only 
one? 

Senator  Smith.  Very  good  point.  I  agree  with  you.  10  percent  of 
the  people,  though,  in  that  area,  only  10  percent  by  your  own  ad- 
mission, saw  Garwood. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  believe  I  said  that. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  only  10  percent.  Somebody  said  that. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Ten  percent  of  the  people  who  have  reported  on 
that  area. 

Senator  Smith.  That's  right.  Only  10  percent  of  them  saw  Gar- 
wood, and  according  to  you,  he  was  running  all  over  the  place  on  a 
bicycle,  on  a  jeep,  walking  the  streets  with  a  monkey  on  his  shoul- 
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der,  and  only  10  percent  of  the  people  saw  him  that  reported  to 
you,  so  I  don't  see  that  as  a  factor. 

Mr.  Sydow.  If  we  allow  you  to  set  the  statistics,  yes,  of  course,  we 
have  interviewed  or  had  contact  with  over  V-h  million  reporters, 
refugee  reporting,  and  in  that  case  it  is  an  infinitesimal  percentage 
who  reported  Garwood.  I  think  the  salient  point  here  is  that  90  to 
95  percent  of  the  reporting  in  that  system  is  accurate. 

When  we  look  at  the  source  reporting  over  all,  70  percent  of  it, 
70  to  75  percent  of  it  is  accurate,  so  we  can  say  in  this  particular 
system  that  we  have  a  20  percent  greater  accuracy  than  we  do  in 
the  system  at  large. 

Now,  that  would  suggest  to  me  that  this,  just  like  an  under- 
ground facility  in  Hanoi,  is  not  a  lead  that  we  want  to  pursue.  We 
want  to  pursue  the  highest  priority  lead  we  can  get,  and  it's  not  to 
be  found  in  this  system. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me,  if  I  can,  point  out,  we've  got  a  number  of 
these  I  want  to  get  through,  but  we've  gone  through  two  of  these 
live  sighting  reports  so  far,  one  of  which  is,  according  to  you,  not 
specifically  in  Son  La  but  in  a  marketplace  intersection,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  As  Senator  Smith  correctly  pointed  out,  it  is 
part  of  that  greater  system  that  was  under  central  management. 

The  Chairman.  But  the  first  one  was  through  the  bamboo  forest 
at  200  meters,  hard  to  identify.  A  person  couldn't  identify  anybody 
specific,  didn't  hear  anything,  wasn't  close  enough  to  identify,  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  That's  within  the  system  as  well. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  like  to  hallmark  

The  Chairman.  The  second  one  is  hearsay.  Somebody  said  they 
saw  a  group.  Two  of  them  had  wives,  and  they  speculated  that  the 
reason  they  had  wives  is  that  they  had  gone  over  to  the  commu- 
nists, so  those  are  the  two.  That's  the  quality  of  the  two  reports 
we're  dealing  with  so  far.  I  just  want  to  keep  moving  through 
these. 

I  also  want  to  point  out  that  if  nine — if  a  grouping  of  nine,  some 
of  which  you've  deemed  to  be  fabrications,  is  deemed  to  be  an  im- 
portant number  quantitatively,  that  there  is  really  another  cluster. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  other  cluster  are  the  thousands  who 
said  they  didn't  see  anything. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  point  of  fact,  if  you're  trying  to  weigh 
here — I  mean,  if  we're  trying  to  weigh,  and  we're  looking  at  this 
accurately,  you  can't  just  look  at  the  300  reports  of  Garwood,  and 
the  300 — because  those  are  the  ones  who  happened  to  say  they  saw 
something,  but  you  have  to  take  the  whole  universe  which  are  the 
many  people  who  didn't  see  anything,  and  then  work  backwards 
from  those  who  say  they  saw  something  and  see  how  many  of  those 
in  fact  correlated  to  something,  and  then  you  are  left  with  a  much 
tinier  percentage,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  in  point  of  fact,  when  you  take  a  cluster  of 
nine,  you're  taking  a  tiny  little  bitty  piece  of  paper  off  of  here  and 
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holding  up  against  a  cluster  over  here  [indicating]  and  that's  the 
true  cluster.  It's  all  the  people  you  talk  to. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  like  to  hallmark  the  point  that  Sen- 
ator Smith  established.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  three  types  of 
cluster  analysis.  Some  we  will  call  proximate,  which  is  the  kind  of 
reporting  that  we're  looking  at  here,  things  that  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  real  occurrences,  and  it  tends  to  group  geographically.  Your  staff 
first  elucidated  that. 

The  second  kind  is  thematic  clustering,  as  you  said,  Senator.  It 
has  to  do  with  a  prison  system,  and  we're  trying  to  divide  that  in 
this  case,  the  prison  system  that  may  exist  apart  from  this  reeduca- 
tion camp  system. 

I  would  say  there's  a  third  level  of  cluster  analysis,  if  we  can  use 
a  bad  term,  and  that  would  be  substantive.  That's  your  point.  Sena- 
tor Kerry.  If  you  look  at  the  Garwood  reporting,  it's  20  percent  of 
the  total,  first-hand  reporting.  You  have  a  situation  where  you 
have  an  American  living  in  a  locality  for  5  years.  That  takes  up  20 
percent  of  the  reporting.  That  implies  in  the  converse  that  there  is 
no  other  such  situation  there. 

The  Chairman.  I  follow  that,  because  if  any  other  Americans 
were  living  in  the  same  situation,  you  ought  to  have  a  20  percent 
increase  or  more  in  your  reporting. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Indeed,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  indeed,  if  large  numbers  of  people  were 
being  held,  you're  asserting  that  the  system,  through  all  of  these 
people  who  come  back,  many  of  whom  hated  the  guts  of  the  people 
who  put  them  in  there,  the  first  thing  they'd  like  to  do  is  report 
what  they  saw,  but  in  fact  they  didn't  report  anything. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir,  and  just  to  cite  one  recent  person  that  I 
spoke  with,  he's  a  former  colonel  in  the  South  Vietnamese  Armed 
Forces.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  go  on  an  operation  with  him  once 
in  1967  up  in  the  highlands,  when  he  was  at  that  time  a  lieutenant 
colonel. 

In  1971,  he  was  a  commander  of  the  Third  ARVN  Paratroop  Bri- 
gade. He  was  captured  in  Southern  Laos  when  his  position  was 
overrun. 

In  1973,  at  Operation  Homecoming,  the  communists  chose  not  to 
release  him  and  many  of  his  staff,  along  with  the  other  ARVN  offi- 
cers. He  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  for  several  years.  He  was 
moved  out  to  Son  La  Province,  to  that,  what  became  Camp  Group 
Number  2,  the  very  location  that  we're  talking  about,  in  1975. 

When  they  closed  those  camps  down  in  1978,  he  was  moved  to 
one  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior  prisons  in  the  interior,  or  in  the  low- 
lands of  North  Vietnam,  eventually  relocated  to  South  Vietnam, 
and  finally  released  in  the  late  seventies,  now  lives  in  Australia. 

He  heard  of  Robert  Garwood,  and  that's  it.  He  hasn't  heard,  see, 
or  has  any  other  knowledge  of  any  other  Americans  in  that  system. 
Here's  a  man  whose  dedication  to  his  armed  forces  and  to  his  men 
is  unquestioned,  and  a  man  whose  friendship  towards  the  United 
States,  his  former  ally,  is  unquestioned,  and  certainly  his  access  is 
unquestioned. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Grassley,  do  you  want  to  pick  up  on 
some  of  these? 
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Senator  Grassley.  I  have  one  question  on  source  1072,  and  then  I 
want  to  go  on  to  source  1243,  but  in  regard  to  1072,  it's  fantastic 
for  me  to  think  in  terms  of  six  sightings  being  all  resolved  to  be  a 
single  person.  I  guess  that  single  person  is  Garwood.  Can  you  ex- 
plain how  six  guys  can  all  be  Garwood  in  your  analyzing  this? 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  sighting  was  deemed  to  be  a  fabrication,  sir.  It's 
not  correlated  to  Garwood. 

Senator  Grassley.  It's  not  correlated  to  be  with  Garwood? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Grassley.  Your  evaluation  talks  about  Garwood. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Then  we're  not  talking  about  1072. 

Senator  Grassley.  Let's  go  on  to  1243.  Okay.  Well,  then,  let's  re- 
solve this.  It  does  talk  about  Garwood.  1072  does. 

Mr.  Sydow.  What  is  the  bottom  line?  John,  is  there  a  bottom  line 
summary  there? 

The  Chairman.  In  your  evaluation,  in  paragraph  3,  it  is  likely 
that  the  camp  leader's  comments  were  prompted  by  his  knowledge 
of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Nam — Mr.  Nam  was  Garwood — at  Yen  Bai. 
So  the  sources  claim  to  have  seen  six  Caucasians  as  a  fabrication, 
so  in  fact,  based  in  part  upon  his  knowledge  of  hearsay  reports  of 
Mr.  Nam,  so  in  effect  you're  both  correct. 

It  cites  Garwood,  but  it  doesn't  say  that  this  specific  sighting  was 
Garwood.  It  says  that  because  of  their  potential  knowledge  of  Gar- 
wood, or  the  general  knowledge  of  Garwood,  they  may  have  fabri- 
cated this,  but  the  bottom  line  is  they  deemed  it  to  be  a  fabrication, 
not  that  it  was  Garwood. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  believe  the  source  specifically  says  he 
was  not  influenced  by  that  statement  by  this  section  chief. 

Senator  Grassley.  On  source  1243,  the  letters  are  from  relatives 
dated  2  September,  3  November,  22  December  1981,  sent  to  the  JCS 
by  an  American  citizen  in  Atlanta,  forwarded  to  the  DIA,  translat- 
ed, ARVN  Lieutenant  Colonel,  former  inmate  in  a  reeducation 
camp,  date  of  sighting,  1978.  Location,  Son  La  prison.  Hearsay,  that 
40  U.S.  POW's  were  kept  in  the  camp  until  Chinese  invasion 
threat,  then  they  were  moved  to  the  lowlands,  were  very  thin  and 
weak. 

He  included  two  American  names  in  these  letters.  These  were  re- 
dacted in  unclassified  versions.  He  saw  American  graves  and 
American  writings  on  the  wall  inside  the  prison.  He  saw  the  Amer- 
icans, referred  to  as  white  water  buffalo,  referring  to  that,  and 
then  he  said  they  were  called  stork  water  buffalo  in  Son  La. 

How  did  this  information  come  to  DIA's  attention? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  believe  this  source  wrote  a  number  of  letters  to 
various  agencies,  including  the  National  League  of  Families  and 
collection  agencies.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  variability  between  his 
letters.  You  have  correctly  described  the  first  letter  that  we  re- 
ceived. I  think  there  were  subsequent  letters. 

I  would  say  there's  some  difficulty  in  getting  to  ground  with 
what  exactly  this  source  has  to  tell  us.  The  bottom  line  is,  when 
you  look  at  all  of  the  letters  and  try  to  reduce  the  variability  to  a 
minimum,  he  states  that  there  were  40  or  50  POW's  within  the 
Hoang  Lien  Son  system.  He  states  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  Aus- 
tralian and  Lao  POW's,  and  he  states  a  location  in  a  different  prov- 
ince as  being  of  interest. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  this  source  is  well-known  to  us  as  a  man 
who  in  a  foreign  situation  in  Denmark  went  berserk. 

Senator  Grassley.  Let's  make  clear  here  that  the  letter  was  not 
written  to  our  Government.  The  letters  were  written  to  his  family, 
and  he  was  in  jail  or  camp  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  This  is  case  1243. 

Senator  Grassley.  This  case  is — yes,  1243.  My  staff  says  you're 
referring  to  2638  in  your  analysis. 
Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct. 
Senator  Grassley.  I  am  talking  about  1243. 
Mr.  Sydow.  And  the  question  was? 

Senator  Grassley.  The  question  is,  first  of  all,  how  did  this  infor- 
mation come  to  the  DIA's  attention? 
Mr.  Sydow.  He  wrote  letters  to  the  family. 

Senator  Grassley.  Then  they  were  passed  on  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  What  did  the  DIA  writer  mean  when  he 
wrote  on  a  note  that,  quote,  this  one  fell  through  the  cracks? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Who  was  the  writer? 

Senator  Grassley.  We  don't  know. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Nor  do  I. 

Senator  Grassley.  But  it's  in  your  files.  I  mean,  when  you  say 
this  one,  somebody  says  this  one  fell  through  the  crack,  it  seems  to 
me  that  that's  pretty  significant,  and  we  ought  to  know.  It  would 
signal  that  there's  something  inadequate  in  the  processing  of  these 
contacts. 

Mr.  Sydow.  What  page  is  the  comment? 
Senator  Grassley.  You  have  the  file. 
[Pause.] 

Senator  Grassley.  It's  been  redacted.  It  was  in  the  original  file 
that  we  saw. 
Mr.  Sydow.  We  brought  the  redacted  files. 

The  Chairman.  Who  was  this  letter  written  to?  Was  this  letter 
written  to  Le  Thianh. 

Senator  Grassley.  It  was  written  to  his  wife. 

The  Chairman.  Why  does  it  say,  to  Le  Thianh? 

Mr.  Sydow.  And  cousins.  We  haven't  identified  the  receivers. 

The  Chairman.  I'm  just  curious.  Do  we  have  the  answer  to  that, 
John,  on  one  page? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Senator  Grassley,  may  we  see  the  note?  We  brought 
the  redacted  files. 

Senator  Grassley.  We  saw  it  in  the  unredacted  form  in  Senate 
Security,  and  when  we  got  the  file  back  it  was  taken  out. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  either  of  those  events.  Sena- 
tor. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  I  can  just  offer  a  point  that's  admittedly  specu- 
lation, we  don't  know  who  made  the  marginal  note,  but  my  guess  is 
that  the  simple  explanation  is  that  somebody  probably  was  going 
through  their  in  box  and  found  out  that  here  was  one  that  had  sat 
in  there  a  few  days  too  long,  and  he  made  the  note  just  as  a  key  to 
the  person  who  it  was  assigned  to  to  get  moving  on  this  one  quick- 
ly, because  we  were  behind  the  power  curve. 

Senator  Grassley.  Yes,  well,  your  response  is  based  upon  specu- 
lation, and  I  think  it's  legitimate  for  us  to  speculate  otherwise. 

Mr.  DeStatte,  did  you  work  on  the  file? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  Not  that  I  recall.  I  don't  recall  the  specific.  I  may 
have. 

Senator  Grassley.  The  letter  written  by  this  source  mentioned 
some  alleged  POW's  by  name.  Has  the  DIA  researched  these 
names,  and  are  they  genuinely  accounted  for? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  researched  the  names.  No  correlation  was 
made.  Both  the  names  are  last  names.  The  rank  designated  is  in- 
correct for  anyone  who  is  unaccounted  for. 

Senator  Grassley.  What  happened  when  you  followed  up  by  con- 
tacting the  original  writer  of  the  letter? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  were  never  able  to  recontact  the  original  writer. 
He  remains  in  Saigon. 

Senator  Grassley.  But  you  have  tried  to  contact  him? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  no  indication  of  that  in  the  file. 

Senator  Grassley.  Would  you  agree  that  he  has  no  motive  to  lie? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  don't  know  that,  based  on  the  information  that  we 
have.  I  would  say  someone  writing  his — 

Senator  Grassley.  Well,  he's  still  in  jail. 

Mr.  Sydow.  He's  out  of  re-ed  camp.  He's  writing  to  a  family  who 
have  already  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  I  would  suspect  that 
he  might  wish  to  join  his  family. 

Senator  Grassley.  Do  you  know  where  the  source  is  now? 

Mr.  Sydow.  In  Saigon,  Ho  Chi  Minh  City. 

Senator  Grassley.  Have  you  tried  to  contact  him? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir,  we  have  not.  We  would  be  exposing  this 
source  to  the  security  forces  of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam  in 
order  to  do  that. 

Senator  Grassley.  Then  I  think  implicit  in  your  statement  is 
that  this  source  is  unresolved. 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  should  note  that  the  source  also  reports  on  Mr. 
Nam,  so  again  we're  dealing  with  the  same  reeducation  system. 
We're  dealing  with  a  Garwood  report  to  which  is  added  two 
names — I  can  reveal  the  name  Johnson — that  are  basically  generic 
and  do  not  correlate  to  any  of  the  unaccounted  for  men. 

Senator  Grassley.  We  don't  have  anything  about  Mr.  Nam  in 
our  file.  This  guy  has  written  about  40  different  people  that  he's 
seen.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  significant  that  somehow  we  should  be 
following  up. 

Mr.  Sydow.  My  description  is,  while  at  an  unidentified  reeduca- 
tion camp  in  Son  La  in  1979,  the  lieutenant  colonel  said  that  he 
heard  about  40  POW's  who  had  earlier  been  there,  maybe  1978.  He 
said  communists  said  POW's  were  there  voluntarily,  but  he  wasn't 
so  sure.  He  saw  American  names  written  on  the  wall,  and  he  heard 
that  a  top  POW  was  Mr.  Nam. 

Senator  Grassley.  Mr.  Chairman,  I'll  yield  the  floor. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  ask  you,  I'm  trying  to  make  sense 
out  of  this  letter,  or  letters.  Can  you  help  us?  Did  you  evaluate  the 
letters  themselves? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Undoubtedly  the  analyst  looked  at  the  letter  origi- 
nally. 

The  Chairman.  So  there  was  no  determination  made  with  re- 
spect to  this  report.  What  is  the  status  today  of  this  report? 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  a  hearsay  report  that  falls  into  the  report- 
ing— the  aggregate  reporting  from  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  system. 
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The  Chairman.  This  one  just  sits  out  there. 

Mr.  Sydow.  It  is  in  our  database.  It  will  be  raised  each  time  an 
analyst  looks  at  the  area,  if  there  is  a  correlation.  In  particular,  if 
these  names  were  corroborated  by  another  report,  it  would  be 
raised  in  significance.  Various  aspects  of  this  reporting  is  raised 
each  time  an  analyst  looks  at  the  geographic  locality.  Again,  this  is 
a  report  which  is  attributed  to  the  Son  La  cluster  and  is  not  

The  Chairman.  I  understand.  What  is  the  theory  here  of  this 
letter?  Have  you  been  able  to  figure  that  out?  I  mean,  as  I  read  the 
letter,  the  first  letter  is  dated  September  2,  1981.  It  says,  Dear  Pa- 
ternal Aunt,  Uncle,  and  Cousins,  and  it  kind  of  goes  on,  then  at 
one  point  it  says,  the  things  T  asked  about  raising  cattle  and  water 
buffaloes  H  is  sympathetic  to  100  percent. 

Now,  I  gather  T  and  H  are  obviously  referring  to  a  couple  of 
folks.  I  don't  know  if  you  know  who  they  are.  Do  you  know  who 
they  are? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  speculate  that  the  letter  writer  is  trying  to  hide  the 
names  of  relatives  and  friends  who  are  known  to  both  parties. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  asked  about  raising  cattle  and  water  buffa- 
loes, isn't  this  the  language  used  here  to  talk  about  supposed  pris- 
oners of  war?  I  mean,  is  that  what's  being  asserted  here? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  not,  sir.  Son  La  Province  is  also  a  center 
for  cattle  raising  and  dairy  farming. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  next  paragraph  down  it  says,  while  I  was 
still  at  Son  La  I  was  not  able  to  see  the  white  water  buffalo  herd — 
there  they  were  called  the  stork  water  buffalo — about  40  in 
number.  Now,  is  that  referring  to  American  prisoners?  I  mean, 
that's  what's  been  asserted.  Do  you  realize  that?  Have  you  ana- 
lyzed this  letter? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Have  I  analyzed  it?  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Has  anybody  analyzed  it? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  suspect  the  analyst  at  the  time  who  examined  the 
purported  name  correlations  analyzed  the  meaning  of  this  letter. 

The  question  is  very  basic.  The  man  was  in  a  situation  in  the  re- 
education camp  system  where  he's  asserting  40  POW's  in  a  situa- 
tion we  know  not  to  be  true.  Whether  or  not  he's  alluding  to  that 
in  code  or  reporting  it  directly  to  us,  it's  not  a  credible  story. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  have  a  lot  of  problems  with  the  letter, 
but  I'm  surprised  you  folks  aren't  sort  of  reading  the  code  here. 

He  says  that  if  the  buffalo  herd  were  fed  well,  surely  they'll  get 
very  big,  but  there  is  a  shortage  of  food,  so  they  get  very  thin  and 
weak.  He  used  to  jokingly  called  the  leader  of  the  herd  blank,  the 
same  as  H.  The  next  one  in  line  was  master  sergeant.  He  was 
about  1.8  meters  tall. 

This  was  around  1973.  The  Chinese  invaded  after  that,  so  they 
took  them  down  toward  the  lowlands. 

I  mean,  this  is  the  report,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  must  confess  that  I  haven't  read  this  file. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anybody  here  who  can  analyze  this? 
How  about  this  afternoon?  Can  somebody  give  us  an  analysis  of 
this? 

Ms.  Cooke.  I  read  this. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  say  who  you  are? 
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Ms.  Cooke.  My  name  is  Melinda  Cooke.  I'm  an  analyst. 

These  letters  came  from  a  former  ARVN  colonel  who  is  out  of  re- 
ed camp.  It  looks  very  strongly  as  if  it's  of  the  Hoang  Lien  Son 
system.  He  was  probably  in  Camp  2  at  Son  La. 

He  writes  letters,  a  series  of  three  letters  home  to  his  relatives. 
He  sends  with  them  all  his  bona  fides.  He's  obviously  very  interest- 
ed in  joining  his  family. 

The  letters  come  in  Vietnamese,  and  the  relatives  seek  to  give  us 
some  understanding  of  what  the  internal  code  means. 

It's  the  relatives  who  tell  us  that  the  white  water  buffalo  mean 
Americans,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  Well  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  code? 

Later  on  in  the  letter  he  says,  as  with  the  husband  of  niece 
[American],  I  mean,  he  goes  on  and  talks  about  things  in  fairly 
open  terms. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Presumably  he  fears  his  mail  being  opened  coming 
out  of  Vietnam.  There  are  inconsistencies,  however. 

If  his  mail  was  being  opened — well,  I  think  mail  would  be 
opened,  but  

The  Chairman.  Well,  the  two  names  in  there,  did  you  check  the 
two  names? 

Ms.  Cooke.  Absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  Were  they  the  names  of  POW's? 

Ms.  Cooke.  They  are  relatively  common  last  American  names. 
They  are  associated  only  with  a  rank.  There  is  nobody  by  that  rank 
with  that  name  missing. 

In  his  first  letter,  he  says  the  leader  was  named — this  is  redact- 
ed. It  says  Mr.  Nam  in  his  2  September,  1981  letter. 

He's  talking  about — he  never  says  he  sees  anybody.  He's  attrib- 
uting hearsay.  I  mean,  he  was  told  these. 

It's  hard  to  bring  any  of  these,  a  hearsay  report — how  can  we 
fabricate  this,  or  really  make  much  sense  of  it?  We  can't  follow  up 
on  it.  We  can't  get  in  touch  with  the  original  source. 

The  information  contained,  as  you  pointed  out,  is  so  vague  that 
other  than  a  fairly  strong  feeling  that  this  comes  from  Son  La, 
from  Camp  Group  2,  that  he's  referring  to  Mr.  Nam,  who's  very 
well-known  in  Camp  Group  2 — hearsays  are  of  many  types,  and  it's 
not  always  possible  to  ever  correlate  them. 

The  Chairman.  The  status  of  this  one  today  is  what? 

Ms.  Cooke.  It's  in  the  file. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  turn  to  

Mr.  Sydow.  It's  open  for  follow  up.  I  would  make  the  additional 
point  that  we  often  see  pseudo  codes  like  this  in  the  dogtag  report- 
ing, of  which  we  have  7,000  reports,  that  they  assert  that  they  have 
the  remains,  or  know  the  location  of  remains  of  a  variety  of  Ameri- 
can names,  97  percent  of  which  are  without  foundation.  If  the 
names  as  indicated  served  in  Southeast  Asia,  they  came  back  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Chairman.  So  you're  suggesting,  since  this  person  was  in 
prison  being  held,  since  his  family  was  out,  that  a  code  was  sort  of 
an  enticement  and  maybe  somehow  that  will  get  people  to  pay  at- 
tention to  him  in  that  predicament. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  theory? 
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Mr.  Sydow.  If  he  could  assert  a  real  name  of  a  real  MIA,  I'm 
sure  we  would  have  been  talking  to  the  man. 

The  Chairman.  Notwithstanding  you  would  have  exposed  him  to 
the  authorities. 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  ways  of  talking  to  people  without  exposing 
them  to  the  authorities. 
The  Chairman.  Why  can't  you  do  that  anyway. 
Senator  Grassley.  What  about  talking  to  that  guy  in  Saigon? 
Mr.  Sydow.  That's  the  man  we're  talking  about. 
The  Chairman.  Why  not  do  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  His  information  is  without  substance.  He's  reporting 
on  the  Hoang  Lien  system.  He's  given  us  names  that  don't  match. 
Is  this  a  good  lead? 

The  Chairman.  Fair  enough.  So  1243  is  in  a  state  of  sort  of  ani- 
mation. It's  confused,  it's  not  very  clear,  and  it's  hearsay,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  exactly. 

The  Chairman.  1309.  The  date  of  sighting  was  December  1988. 
You  determined  it  a  fabrication. 

It  is  a  letter  from  a  refugee  in  Texas.  He  has  been  an  ARVN  offi- 
cer and  he  was  a  POW  in  the  fifties.  After  1975  he  was  arrested. 
He  went  to  a  re-ed  camp  and  he  escaped.  He  was  interviewed  in 
I  Maryland. 

m  His  sighting  was  that  the  source  was  transporting  materials  from 
^  Saigon  to  Hanoi  for  a  communist  colonel  who  was  commander  of 
the  POW  camp  in  Son  La.  He  took  the  cargo  to  the  colonel's  home 
at  the  prison,  the  colonel  got  drunk,  took  the  source  on  a  tour  of 
the  camp,  he  saw  some  American  POW's,  the  colonel  said  that  he 
had  300  of  them  in  the  prison,  and  said  the  Government  was  keep- 
ing them  to  bargain  for  a  price. 

I He  failed  the  polygraph,  and  your  determination  on  that  is 
what? 
Mr.  Sydow.  I  believe  we've  determined  that  to  be  a  fabrication. 
He's  reporting  that  he  was  allowed  to  visit  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  re- 
education system.  He  has  reported  a  number  of  POW's  that  are  not 
corroborated  by  other  reporters.  He  has  failed  a  polygraph.  He  has 
indicated  deception. 

The  Chairman.  So  the  combination  of  those  leads  you  to  say  that 
that  is  a  fabrication. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  The  multiple. 

The  Chairman.  The  multiple  indicators  of  fabrication. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  The  multiple  inmates  who  have  lived  in  those 
camps  for  a  period  of  time  and  have  indicated  that  there  weren't. 
The  Chairman.  They  contradict  him. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Next,  number  2626,  a  Vietnam  refugee. 

Date  of  sighting,  January  1984.  Status  is,  it  was  a  fabrication. 
The  location  was  the  Yen  Ha  prison  in  Son  La  Province,  the  sight- 
ing, that  he  went  to  visit  his  uncle  who  was  an  inmate,  says  he  saw 
two  Americans  pulling  an  ox  cart.  He  was  told,  or  so  he  says,  that 
they  were  B-52  pilots  shot  down  in  1972.  Both  spoke  fluent  Viet- 
namese. 

You  determined  that  was  a  fabrication  because  he  admitted  it 
was.  Is  that  true? 
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Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  lied  about  his  background. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  can  you  tell  us  a  little  bit  more  about  that? 
How  did  he  acknowledge — come  to  acknowledge  it  was  a  fabrica- 
tion? 

Mr.  Sydow.  This  was  one  of  the  general  cases  that  we  covered.  I 
don't  have  additional  background  on  that  source. 

The  Chairman.  I'd  like  to  ask  a  question.  Why  do  we  have  a  flag 
up  there  as  part  of  a  cluster  of  somebody  who  has  lied  about  their 
background  and  has  an  admission  of  fabrication? 

Mr.  McCreary.  We  don't  have  a  flag  for  that,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  don't  have  a  flag  for  that?  Then  why  is  it  in 
the  list?  You're  telling  me  2626  is  not  flagged  up  there? 

Mr.  McCreary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  I  thought  you  said  we  have  a  total  of  19 
sightings,  and  that's  included  in  the  19  sightings? 
[Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  So  none  of  the  19  sightings,  the  nine  first-hand 
and  ten,  are  not  in  there,  but  you  cited  an  additional  13  sightings. 
Is  it  among  the  13  sightings?  It  is  among  the  13  sightings. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  So  it  shouldn't  be  up  there,  basically. 
Mr.  McCreary.  It's  not  up  there. 

The  Chairman.  So  we're  still  with  only  six — hold  on  one  second. 
Are  you  telling  me  there  are  only  six  flags?  I  just  want  to  be  clear 
on  what  our  baseline  is. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Exactly. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator  Kerry,  may  I  raise  another  point  about  fab- 
rications on  that  board?  It  is  my  indication  that  of  the  first-hand 
sighting  that  your  staff  has  posted  on  that  board,  70  percent  of 
them  were  originally  judged  by  us  to  be  fabrications,  and  yet  your 
staff  went  ahead  and  posted  those  basically  because  they  disagreed 
with  our  evaluation,  but  better  than  half — in  fact,  70  percent  of  the 
first-hand  sighting  reports  that  you  have  up  there  on  that  board 
are  viewed  by  us  as  unmistakable  fabrications. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand.  So,  based  on  source  analysis,  that's 
all? 

Mr,  Sheetz.  Based  on  our  total  read  of  all  the  information  avail- 
able to  us. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that,  and  that's  something  we're 
going  to  get  into  when  we  try  to  get  the  overall  evaluation  here. 

But  let  me  turn  to  2638,  which  staff  assures  me  is  one  of  the 
flags.  This  is  a  letter  to  DIA  from  the  embassy  in  Denmark  from  a 
Vietnamese-Chinese  refugee,  Copenhagen.  The  date  of  sighting  was 
September  1977.  You  deemed  it  to  be  a  fabrication. 

The  sighting  was  that  40  to  50  American  POW's  in  a  prison 
camp  south  of  Yen  Bai,  observed  while  source  was  riding  in  a  vehi- 
cle with  the  head  of  provisional  hospitals  and  the  daughter  of  the 
assistant  director  of  the  Ngo  Lao  Hospital.  The  POW's  were  seated 
in  4  or  5  rows  of  10  on  the  ground  in  the  prison  yard. 

Your  analysis,  please. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  this  is  a  fabrication. 

The  Chairman.  Why  is  this  a  fabrication? 
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Mr.  Sydow.  Again,  we're  reflecting  this  on  the  information  base 
from  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  system.  He  describes  his  arrival  in  the 
camp  and  the  military  formation  of  10  rows  of  4  or  5  people  apiece 
to  make  40  or  50.  He  asserts  that  there  were  Australian  and  Lao 
POW's  there. 

He  gives  at  least  three  varieties  of  his  story  in  consecutive  let- 
ters. We  interviewed  him  twice  to  clarify  these  discrepancies.  They 
were  not  clarified,  and  in  fact  do  not  match  the  reality  in  this  re- 
education camp  system.  This  is  again  a  reporter  out  of  the  Hoang 
Lien  Son  system. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  let  me  understand  that  a  little  better. 
There  were  certain  things  that  you  cite  that  he  observed  that  you 
just  sort  of  discounted,  therefore  it's  a  fabrication.  I'm  not  sure 
that  for  me,  as  a  lay  person  listening  to  you,  it  tells  me  why  it's  a 
fabrication. 

Mr.  Sydow.  If  we  can  go  into  his  report,  he's  reporting  a  specific 
area  near  Camp  Group  2,  also  known  as  Son  La.  He  describes 
coming  up  on  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  which  we  could  show  on 
the  map,  and  he  describes  a  formation  in  a  field  of  American 
POW's  in  some  way  that  I  don't  know  by  what  means  he  makes 
that  identification. 

He's  sitting  in  a  car,  viewing  it  out  the  window  at  a  distance  of 
50  meters,  a  very  unusual  event  which  we  would  expect  to  have 
been  reported  by  other  reporters. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  draw  any  negative  inferences  about  this 
person  because  he  was  in  a  refugee  camp  and  never  volunteered 
this  information? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  drew  such  an  inference.  I  may  not  have  the  precise 
dates,  but  he  arrived  at  the  refugee  camp  on  or  about  1979.  His  ini- 
tial report  was  about  1984,  and  his  subsequent  movement  on  to 
Denmark  was  after  that.  This  5-year  period  of  nonreporting  would 
have  been  in  the  context  of  the  JCRC,  and  the  JCRC  interviewers 
routinely  asking  everyone  in  this  camp  if  they  had  POW  informa- 
tion. It's  a  rather  late  realization  at  the  time,  but  that  does  not  dis- 
credit it. 

The  Chairman.  When  the  source  went  into  Copenhagen  U.S. 
Embassy,  did  the  source  ask  for  anything? 

Mr.  Sydow.  His  reporting  responded  to  an  advertisement  in  an 
American  emigre  magazine  by  Le  Thianh.  I  don't  recall  that  he 
made  any  specific  request.  He  had  no  request. 

The  Chairman.  But  you're  saying  he  was  responding  to  an  ad- 
vertisement. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  What  kind  of  advertisement? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Mr.  DeStatte  may  be  able  to  expound  a  little  bit 
more,  but  there  were  advertisements  in  the  emigre  magazines 
throughout  the  early  eighties  asking  for  anyone  who  had  informa- 
tion related  to  POW's  to  write  to  an  address  here  in  Washington, 
DC. 

The  Chairman.  So  this  advertisement  in  a  magazine  that  went 

out  to  people  who  had  left  Southeast  Asia  

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Invited  them  to  come  forward  with  information. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes. 
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The  Chairman.  Did  it  promise  them  any  rewards? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Fm  not  aware  that  any  rewards  were  promised. 

The  Chairman.  Was  there  any  enticement  in  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No. 

Senator  Grassley.  Did  you  determine  if  he  had  any  motivation 
to  he? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  that  the  strong  impHcation  is  that  this 
man  had  sat  in  a  refugee  camp  for  5  years  and  has  suddenly  discov- 
ered a  report  which  may  bring  him  to  the  attention  of  potential 
countries  of  immigration. 

As  I  incorrectly  identified  earlier,  this  is  the  man  who  eventually 
got  in  trouble  with  the  law  in  Denmark. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  I  take  it  part  of  your  analysis  here  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  at  this  particular  time  you  also  had  many  other 
people  coming  out  of  the  exact  same  area,  none  of  whom  reported 
seeing  a  similar  sight? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  This  is  noncorroborated  by  the  significant 
flow  of  former  reeducatees  that  we  were  receiving  throughout  this 
period. 

The  Chairman.  So  is  the  combination  of  a  lack  of  corroboration 
or  lack  of  any  kind  of  supporting  information,  coupled  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  advertisement,  the  refugee  ship,  and  the  time 
period  in  between,  that  all  together — is  that  the  full  weight? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  put  my  weight  more  on  the  signifi- 
cant details  of  reality  that  he  doesn't  have  and  the  long  period 
leading  up  to  the  reporting  period,  his  motivation  notwithstanding. 
Motivation  only  becomes  a  factor  down  the  line,  after  we've  evalu- 
ated the  information. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  I'm  going  to  rely  on  what  staff  has  told  me, 
that  we're  only  dealing  with  the  six  or  seven  reports  and  not  with 
all  of  the  other  sightings,  some  of  which  are  deemed  to  be  fabrica- 
tions, so  I'm  going  to  direct  your  attention  to  number  7,  if  I  can 
find  it  myself. 

Senator  Grassley.  Mr.  Chairman,  while  you're  doing  that,  you 
mentioned  Denmark,  and  I  asked  the  question,  did  he  have  any 
motivation  for  lying?  According  to  our  files,  he  didn't  come  forward 
until  he  arrived  in  Denmark,  so  the  fact  that  he — you  suggested 
that  he  was  sitting  in  a  prison  camp  after  5  years  and  that  may 
have  been  a  motivation  for  his  wanting  to  find  a  country  of  immi- 
gration to  get  out,  and  that  may  have  been  why  he  came  forward. 

Lieutenant  Maguire:  This  gentleman  initially  made  an  applica- 
tion to  come  to  the  United  States  and  subsequently  went  to  Den- 
mark. While  he  was  in  Denmark,  he  was  unemployed  for  5  years 
and  lived  in  a  fairly  bad  neighborhood.  When  he  came  into  the  em- 
bassy there,  during  the  course  of  his  interview  he  made  that  clear, 
that  he  was  really  not  happy  with  the  circumstances  of  his  life  or 
his  family.  In  fact,  he  pointed  out  that  he  feared  for  his  family's 
life,  because  he  felt  in  Denmark  there  was  a  lot  of  outrage  against 
foreigners,  and  that  was  used  for  his  excuse  as  to  why — his  subse- 
quent problems  with  the  law. 

So  here  was  a  person  who  lost  his  employment  in  Vietnam  in  the 
mid-seventies,  was  forced  to  do  something  else,  came  to  Denmark, 
was  unemployed  for  5  years,  and  then  saw  an  ad  in  the  newspaper 
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which  he  interpreted  not  as  a  reward,  and  he  made  it  perfectly 
clear  that  he  wasn't  seeking  anything. 

But  he  made  a  lot  of  overtures  to  come  to  the  United  States  to 
meet  with  League  of  Families  representatives  or  United  States 
Government  representatives,  and  that  was  in  the  process  of  being 
set  up  in  September  1985  when  he  had  his  altercation  in  August 
1985,  so  there  is  the  possibility  of  motive  there  for  him  to  improve 
his  family  situation  with  this  information. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  direct  your  attention  to  7114,  date  of 
sighting  July  1978  on  a  road  near  LT-2,  Hoang  Lien  Son  Reeduca- 
tion Camp.  The  sighting  apparently  is  of  30  Caucasians  in  a  truck 
at  night,  some  relieving  themselves  beside  the  road,  under  guard. 
Source  could  not  see  well,  but  heard  someone  respond  to  a  ques- 
tion, who  are  you — with  U.S.A. 

You  folks  have  asserted  that  he's  changed  the  number  of  POW's 
that  he  saw.  The  file  that  we  have  does  not  so  state,  but  Fd  like  to 
follow  up  on  this.  What  is  your  determination  of  this  particu- 
lar  

Mr.  Sydow.  This  is  an  individual  who  fabricated  his  report.  Not 
only  did  he  change  the  number  of  POW's,  he  changed  the  number 
of  trucks  and  he  changed  their  direction.  Those  are  minor  details 
when  you  deal  with  the  fact  that  this  individual,  who  originally 
stated  that  he  was  a  resident  of  a  different  prison  system  some  90 
to  100  miles  away,  was  taken  to  this  system  for  day  labor.  In  other 
words,  he's  in  an  adjoining  province,  with  connecting  travel  over 
mountainous  roads,  and  he's  been  taken  some  90  to  100  miles  in 
order  to  do  day  labor.  That's  impossible. 

The  Chairman.  I  read  a  number  of  other  things  in  here  that  you 
seem  to  have  also  contradicted  earlier.  Prison  uniforms,  red  striped 
prison  uniform.  The  source  stated  that  he  believed  the  man  to  be 
an  American  because  of  his  accent,  but  didn't  know  for  certain, 
provided  two  differing  versions  as  to  which  room  he  was  in  and 
when  he  was  with  the  person. 

In  addition,  I  read  that  you  say  that  you  have  interviewed  Viet- 
namese commandoes  and  other  sources  who  were  reliable  reporters 
who  were  also  interned  in  that  same  sub-camp  and  that  all  of  them 
stated  categorically  that  no  U.S.  POW's  were  held  in  this  vicinity 
at  least  through  late  1979,  and  they  are  unaware  of  any  such  spe- 
cial holding  facility  as  this  person  reported,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  also  mentioned  that  collateral  information 
says  that  red  striped  uniforms  went  out  of  use  in  1970.  Now,  is 
there  anything  else  in  here?  Can  I  ask  our  staff  why  you  don't 
deem  that  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  source  actually  said  that  he  walked — the 
source  didn't  go  out  for  day  labor.  He  said  he  walked  about  20  kilo- 
meters to  the  work  site  the  night  before.  In  other  words,  this  is 
more  than  simply  get  up  in  the  morning  and  go  to  work  and  come 
back.  This  was  at  least  an  overnight  thing. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  Let  me  just  ask  for  their  comment  on  that. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  To  be  sure,  it  would  be  an  overnight  thing.  You're 
talking  about  a  tremendous  trek.  He  was  at  Tan  Lap  camp.  To  get 
from  Tan  Lap  camp  to  Lien  Trai  2,  which — LT  is  an  abbreviation 
for  Lien  Trai,  which  would  be  camp  group. 
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The  Chairman.  The  source,  Mr.  McCreary  said  that  he  went  out 
on  a  work  detail  with  40  or  50  other  prisoners  to  pick  squash  and 
pumpkins.  The  area  was  about  20  kilometers  from  Camp  3.  They 
began  walking  to  the  area  about  2200  hours  one  evening.  They 
worked  the  following  day,  and  after  some  sleep  they  walked  back. 
Now,  why  is  that  not  feasible? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  It's  my  understanding  from  my  colleague  that 
this  source  claimed  that  he  was  being  held  at  Tan  Lap,  which  is  a 
prison  system,  I  believe  in  Vinh  Phu  Province.  In  any  event,  to  get 
from  there  to  Lien  Trai  2  where  this  sighting  allegedly  occurred  re- 
quires a  trip  by  foot  or  vehicle  to  the  Red  River,  crossing  a  ferry, 
getting  on  a  train  or  vehicle,  going  up  to  Yen  Bai,  getting  out  of 
the  vehicle  or  the  train,  crossing  the  Red  River  one  more  time,  and 
either  by  foot  or  by  vehicle  traveling  the  40-some  odd  miles 
through  mountainous  terrain  to  Lien  Trai  3. 

The  Chairman.  So  what  you're  saying  is  the  two  locations  that 
he  cites  contradict  his  own  notion  of  walking  and  going  out  on  a 
detail.  Is  that  accurate,  or  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  all  I  have  is  the  report,  is  the  source  we 
have  in  front  of  us  and  the  details. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand,  but  what's  the  matter  with  that 
analysis?  I  mean,  I'm  sort  of  satisfied  that  if  he  said  he  went  to  two 
places  and  in  order  to  get  to  the  two  places  you  in  fact  can't  walk 
there,  as  he  said,  but  have  to  do  what  our  analysts  say  they  had  to 
do,  that  seems  to  me  to  indicate  a  fabrication.  Are  you  not  satisfied 
that  that  could  be  fabricated? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  prefer  to  start  with  what  the  source  actually 
said  as  the  basis. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand. 

Mr.  McCreary.  There  are  many  names  for  many  towns  and  vil- 
lages, and  so  on.  In  other  words,  there's  a  possibility  that  back  in 
Washington  an  analyst  could  make  a  mistake. 

The  Chairman.  Let's  not  deal  with  possibilities.  Let's  get  reality 
here.  I  really  want  to  pin  this  down. 

Mr.  Sydow.  We  are  dealing  with  specific  localities  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Vietnam.  The  man  said  he  was  in  K-1  sub-camp  of  the  Vinh 
Phu  Province  system. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  There's  no  mistake  about  where  that  is  at. 

The  Chairman.  So  what's  the  possibility  here,  Mr.  McCreary? 

Mr.  Sydow.  We've  wasted  a  great  deal  of  our  time  dealing  with 
geographic  confusions,  Hoa  Lo  with  Hoa  Lo,  Son  La  with  Son  La.  If 
the  issue  is  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  POW  issue,  we  shouldn't  be 
arguing  about  geography.  We  can  very  easily  agree  on  that. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Excuse  me,  Senator,  if  I  could  reply.  We're 
trying  to  understand  what  is  the  content  of  a  series  of  reports  that 
are  in  the  same  location  that  have  all  been  

The  Chairman.  No,  no,  no.  We're  doing  more  than  that,  Mr. 
McCreary.  We're  trying  to  understand  the  content  of  a  series,  but 
there  is  no  series  if  they're  made  up  of  lies. 

Now,  if  you  pick  away,  one  by  one,  and  the  report  falls  because  it 
is  in  fact  a  fabrication,  you're  left  not  with  a  series  but  with  one  or 
two  or  three,  or  whatever,  so  I  mean,  you  can't  hang  onto  this  fic- 
tion that  there  are  a  series,  if  the  series  is  made  up  of  fiction  itself. 
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Mr.  McCreary.  The  series  tests,  Senator,  whether  or  not  the 
analysis  is  biased. 

The  Chairman.  But  let's  get  out  of  the  question  of  bias.  The 
report  says  the  person  was  in  one  camp  and  went  to  another. 
There's  no  dispute  in  the  report.  Now,  to  go  to  those  two  locations, 
as  I  listened  to  our  analysts,  you  have  to  go  through  considerable 
histrionics.  This  person  does  not  say  that.  He  says  he  walked.  Our 
analysts  are  saying  you  can't  do  it.  Now,  are  you  saying  you  can? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  I  don't  know. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  accept  that  this  is  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  can  accept,  but  I  would  like  to  discuss  this  at 
greater  length  because  I  prefer  to  deal  with  the  precise  details  that 
the  source  said. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  the  details  of  what  he  said. 

Mr.  McCreary.  With  respect  to  his  sighting,  he  said  the  area 
was  about  20  kilometers  from  Camp  3,  which  suggests  that  there  is 
something  wrong  either  with  his  memory  or  something,  but  what 
he  said  about  the  distance  that  he  walked  is  not  improbable  or  im- 
plausible. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  to  respond  to  that?  I  mean,  are  we 
going  to  find  one  little  sentence  where  he  might  have  had  some- 
thing real  and  therefore  that  obviates  all  the  other  things  he  said 
that  are  incorrect? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Perhaps  I  misunderstand  the  purpose  here,  but  it 
appears  that  what  Mr.  McCreary  is  asking  us  to  do  is  to — or, 
pardon  me,  it  appears  to  me  that  what  we  are  seeking  to  establish 
here  is  why  we  should  believe  these  six  sources  or  nine  sources  and 
disregard  the  testimony  of  approximately  3,000  other  sources  on 
this  same  location. 

Now,  if  we're  going  to  believe  these  six  or  nine  sources  that 
you're  citing  about  this  much  larger  number,  then  I  think  it's  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  find  good,  cogent  reasons  to  explain  their  greater 
knowledge,  and  for  us  to  make  assumptions,  to  just  make  these 
leaps  of  faith  that  for  some  reason  or  another  this  guy  could  be, 
through  faulty  memory,  mistaken  that  this  trip  of  what  must  be 
close  to  100  miles  by  multiple  means  of  transportation  that's  going 
to  take  him  well  over  a  day  on  the  best  of  days  for  casual  labor — 
I'm  sorry,  but  it  offends  my  sense  of  what  makes  good  common 
sense. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  try  to  expound  on  that.  He  said  he  was 
incarcerated  in  T-3,  LT-2,  Hoang  Lien  Son,  correct? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That  version  changed  with  the  retelling.  The  after- 
noon work  detail  that  we're  dealing  with  says  that  he  has  as  a 
home  position  the  K-1  work  camp  in  the  Vinh  Phu  system. 

The  Chairman.  So  he  in  fact  changed  his  own  locations. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct.  This  source  is  inconsistent  in  each 
statement  of  his  report. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  not  also  have  inconsistencies  with  respect 
to  which  rooms  he  was  in  and  where  he  was  moved  to? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct.  He's  also  inconsistent — there  are 
three  basic  sightings.  You've  mentioned  two.  He  stated  that  he  also 
talked  to  an  individual  named  Nam  who  told  him  that  English  was 
not  to  be  spoken  with  him,  that  he  was  severely  beaten  after  he 
had  done  that.  That's  an  unusual  report,  at  the  least. 
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The  Chairman.  Mr.  McCreary,  do  you  have  any  reason  to  assert 
that  this  is  not  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  there  are  information  that  are  not  in 
our  files.  There's  information  that  I  think  should  have  been  fol- 
lowed up  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  source — the  source's 
statement  is  that  he  was  in  movement  at  the  time,  so  the  idea  that 
he  was  based  at  a  camp  but  actually  saw  it  from  a  different  camp 
suggests  that  there  is  a  plausible  alternative  explanation.  We 
wanted  to  keep  it  open  because  we  don't  have  enough  detail. 

The  Chairman.  What  about  all  the  other  inconsistencies,  and 
what  about  the  counter  lack  of  corroboration  from  3,000  people? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  I  think  I  heard  testimony  that  only  a 
minority  of  the  people,  of  the  3,000,  ever  saw  Garwood. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Again,  we're  playing  with  statistics.  When  we  deal 
with  the  first-hand  reporting,  we're  talking  about  300  of  1,500. 
That's  not  1  percent.  Now,  if  we're  talking  about  the  total  popula- 
tion that  ever  came  out  of  that,  we  can  raise  that  to  4,000.  Now  it's 
down  to  1  percent.  If  we  want  to  talk  about  all  the  Southeast 
Asians  that  we've  ever  talked  to,  that's  ^Vi  million.  I  don't  even 
know  what  the  percentage  is  there — .001  percent.  If  you  want  to 
belittle  the  reporting,  we're  free  to  manipulate  the  statistics  howev- 
er we  see  them. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  let's  add  a  little  perspective  to  that,  so  that 
we  don't  use  these  statistics  in  a  misleading  manner. 

We're  talking  about  a  major  camp  system.  We're  talking  about  a 
camp  system  that  was  spread  out  from  north  of  this  lake  that  you 
see  here  on  the  map  down  to  the  border  of  Son  La  Province.  We're 
talking — there  were  perhaps  15,000  to  20,000  inmates. 

Garwood  was  at  the  headquarters  at  Lien  Trai  1.  People  who 
were  at  the  camps  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Lien  Trai  1 
had  a  greater  probability  of  seeing  Robert  Garwood. 

Those  who  were  up  north  of  the  lake  would  have  seen  Robert 
Garwood  if  and  only  if  (a)  Robert  Garwood  visited  that  camp  or  (b) 
they  had  some  reason  to  come  down  to  Lien  Trai  1,  which  is  im- 
probable, and  if  Garwood  came  up  to  their  camp  they  would  have 
had  to  have  been  at  the  particular  location  that  Bobby  Garwood 
visited  for  the  brief  period  or  whatever  period  Bobby  Garwood  was 
at  that  particular  camp. 

The  probability  that  more  than  a  small  percentage  of  the  15,000 
to  20,000  people  in  this  camp  would  have  had  direct  contact  with 
Robert  Garwood  is  not  high. 

Also,  I  think  we  should  also  keep  in  mind  that  there  is  quite 
likely  a  number  of  people  who  came  out  of  that  camp  system  who 
came  to  the  United  States,  passed  through  the  refugee  stream,  and 
for  whatever  reason  didn't  want  to  become  involved  in  providing 
information  about  a  person  whom  they  recognized  was  there  of  his 
own  free  will. 

So  there  are  a  lot  of  explanations  for  that  number,  and  to  take 
that  number,  300,  and  suggest  that  somehow  or  another  that  repre- 
sents an  unusually  low  number  of  people  who  would  have  seen 
Garwood  is,  I  think,  misleading. 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  salient  point  is  that  the  3,700  reporters  were 
asked  if  they  had  information  about  POW's  and  they  said  no. 

The  Chairman.  One  further  question  on  this. 
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Mr.  McCreary.  May  I  reply  to  that  comment,  sir? 
The  Chairman.  Sure. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Both  Mr.  DeStatte  and  Mr.  Sydow  have  made  a 
very  good  argument  about  data,  and  the  argument,  I  think  the  sa- 
lient point  that  I  hear  is  the  one  that  the  staff  is  trying  to  make 
and  has  made  with  the  cluster  map,  and  that  is  that  sightings  of 
Americans,  even  Garwood,  are  rare  in  the  total  population  of 
people  coming  out  of  this  area. 

It  takes  special  access,  as  Mr.  DeStatte  every  eloquently — more 
eloquently  than  I — described,  so  the  fact  that  large  numbers  of 
people  didn't  see  anybody  really  doesn't  answer  the  mail,  because 
sightings  are  rare,  as  they  just  explained.  That's  not  a  reason  by 
itself  to  debunk.  That's  why  we  have  police  investigators  and  I 
hope  Senate  investigators.  Senator. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I'm  not  sure  I  do  follow  that, 

Mr.  McCreary.  A  20  percent  increase  of  sightings  on  Garwood  is 
not  rare.  Garwood  is  seen  moving  all  over  the  place,  and  the  20 
percent  increase  is  a  fairly  significant  increase,  correct? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  would  say  so. 

The  Chairman.  Other  people  were  also  correlated  in  terms  of 
movements,  less  visible  and  less  free  than  Garwood,  apparently, 
and  there  was  a  fair  amount  of  corroboration  of  those  other  people, 
also,  so  in  the  instances  where  you  had  a  real  human  being  who 
has  been  produced  or  otherwise  accounted  for,  you  do  have  larger 
groupings  of  sightings.  Where  we  have  never  been  able  to  produce 
somebody  or  have  no  real  human  being,  we  tend  to  have  very  scat- 
tered reports. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Smaller. 

The  Chairman.  Very  small  numbers,  correct. 

Now,  per  se,  that  does  not  eliminate  a  report,  but  certainly  ana- 
lytically it  lends  weight  to  the  judgmental  process.  I  mean,  you 
have  to  agree  with  that.  It  lends  weight. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  I  think  it's  not  relevant. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  agree  with  that,  it  lends  weight? 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  think  it's  not  relevant. 

The  Chairman.  Not  relevant? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Because  Garwood  was  not  a  prisoner.  These 
people  are  in  a  camp  system  and  they're  under  tight  control. 

If  you  drive  by,  for  example,  the  Virginia  State  Prison,  you  don't 
see  the  inmates  very  often. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  beg  to  differ  with  you,  Mr.  McCreary. 

If  I'm  recalling,  if  my  notes  here  are  accurate,  I  think  we  talked 
about  six  POW's  who  w^ere  cutting  bamboo,  apparently  in  the  open. 
We're  talking  about  a  number  of  prisoners,  alleged  prisoners,  in 
the  open  at  Ba  Khe  Market.  We're  talking — what  was  it,  30  to  40 
prisoners  in  some  sort  of  a  formation  in  the  open. 

We're  talking  about  alleged  prisoners  who  were  as  openly  visible 
to  passers-by  as  Robert  Garwood  was.  We're  not  talking  about 
sightings  where  there's  tight  control,  attempts  to  keep  them 
secret — keep  their  presence  secret.  I  see  none  of  that  in  the  reports 
that  we  have  examined  so  far. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Those  sources.  Senator,  all  state  that  the  prison- 
ers were  kept  apart,  and  all  state,  in  fact  

The  Chairman.  But  they're  in  the  open,  as  he  said. 
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Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  we  don't  have  a  detail. 
The  Chairman.  Wait  a  minute. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Excuse  me,  Senator.  We  have  details,  but  they 
say  the  sightings  were  chance,  in  brief,  in  passing.  Sometimes  the 
people  are  in  the  open,  but  it's  at  night,  and  I  think  it  was  an  over- 
simplification of  the  sources.  Senator. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  have  gone  over  that  terrain  countless  numbers 
of  times  through  aerial  imagery  for  that  entire  period  of  time  that 
that  camp  system  was  in  operation.  I  have  personally  flown  over 
the  area  in  a  helicopter  that  was  under  my  guidance.  It  went 
where  I  wanted  it  to  go,  and  let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  McCreary,  traffic 
in  that  area  is  very  channelized.  You're  not  going  to  have  POW's 
in  circumstances  such  as  described  here  that  are  concealed  from 
observation  from  civilians  and  inmates  in  those  reeducation  camps. 
It  simply  is  not  plausible. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  In  looking  at  these  reports  

The  Chairman.  Incidentally,  I  think  this  is  very  healthy.  I'm 
happy  to  be  sitting  here  playing  devil's  advocate  here,  because  I 
think  this  really  vents  this  the  way  we  need  to,  and  so  I  think  this 
is  a  good  process. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  don't  think  we  can  suspend  common  sense  when 
we  look  at  these  reports,  either.  I  barken  back  to  1072.  Here's  a 
guy  who's  in  a  bamboo  growth,  and  he  says  200  meters  away  he 
sees  a  group  of  six  American  prisoners. 

To  put  this  in  another  perspective,  I'm  fortunate  enough  to  have 
bought  about  10  tickets  to  the  Orioles  early  in  the  year  when  you 
could  buy  tickets.  I  sit  285  feet  from  home  plate.  When  Brady  An- 
derson, who  is  a  white  man,  is  up  at  the  plate,  I  can  distinguish 
him  from  Mike  Devereaux,  who's  a  black  man,  but  I  cannot  distin- 
guish Brady  Anderson  from  David  Segui,  who  is  an  Asian  Ameri- 
can from  Hawaii. 

You  cannot  tell,  from  285  feet  away,  who  is  up  at  the  plate  in 
that  circumstance.  But  here  is  a  guy  who  is  not  285  feet  away.  This 
guy  is  200  meters  away,  which  is  over  600  feet  away,  looking 
through  a  bamboo  grove,  while  I  have  an  unrestricted,  straight-line 
path  from  my  seat,  and  this  guy's  telling  me  that  he's  seeing  Amer- 
ican POW's  looking  through  bamboo  growth  over  600  feet  away, 
and  it's  just  flat  preposterous. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  I  might  add  to  that,  in  the  approximate  5 
years,  actually  a  little  more  than  5  years  that  I  spent  in  Vietnam 
during  the  war,  and  the  better  than  10  months  that  I've  spent 
there  since  the  war,  I've  had  an  opportunity  to  be  in  the  field  in  a 
wide  variety  of  places,  I  think  36  of  the  44  provinces  of  the  former 
South  Vietnam. 

I've  served  in  a  variety  of  capacities,  and  let  me  tell  you,  it  is 
absolutely  beyond  credibility  to  believe  that  somebody  could  be  200 
meters  away  looking  through  bamboo  growth  and  see  someone. 
More  often,  you're  lucky  to  be  able  to  see  20  yards,  or  20  feet. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  turn  to  8395.  I  wanted  to  just  finish  up 
Vietnam,  and  then  we're  going  to  go  to  Laos.  The  date  of  sighting 
is  1979.  The  status  is,  under  analysis.  The  location  was  along  Route 
69  in  Son  La  Province,  7  kilometers  north  of  Mai  Son. 

The  sighting:  source  was  a  passenger  in  a  bus  en  route  to  visit 
relatives  in  Dien  Bien  Phu.  As  the  bus  stopped  at  a  police  check 
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point,  all  the  passengers  ordered  to  lower  wooden  shutters  at  the 
windows.  The  source  looked  through  the  cracks,  saw  40  to  50  male 
Caucasians,  armed  guards,  and  green  uniforms.  Caucasians  were 
bathing  in  a  stream  at  the  mouth  of  a  large  cave  dressed  in  khaki 
shorts. 

What  is  your  evaluation  of  this  report? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Mr.  Chairman,  I'd  like  to  be  circumspect  on  describ- 
ing this  report.  It  is  under  analysis.  It  is  active.  In  my  opinion,  it's 
a  credible  report  on  a  roadway  that  leads  from  the  real  town  of 
Son  La.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Hoang  Lien  Son  system,  and 
I  believe  that  it's  under  active  investigation  by  our  live  sighting  in- 
vestigator. Perhaps  we  should  deal  with  that  this  afternoon. 

I  would  point  out  that  the  individual  who  states  that  he  made 
this  observation  noted  that  the  individuals  seen  were  in  shorts  and 
shirt.  That  suggests  perhaps  a  real  occurrence  and  something  we 
should  look  into. 

I  would  also  make  the  point  that  the  live  sighting  investigator 
did  travel  up  and  down  this  road  recently  in  the  last  2  or  3  weeks. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  would  add  that  anticipation  often  leads  us  in 
useful  directions  in  our  analysis. 

Some  of  the  things  that  we  might  anticipate  here,  that  region 
has  been  for  quite  a  number  of  years  of  considerable  interest  to  ge- 
ologists, both  specialists  looking  for  minerals  and  specialists  look- 
ing for  gems. 

This  year,  I  have  had  occasion  to  have  had  a  number  of  conversa- 
tions with  a  couple  of  geologists  who  have  traveled  frequently  to 
this  area  looking  for  ruby  deposits. 

Anecdotally,  they  point  out  that  the  Russians  were  doing  similar 
work  there  in  the  Seventies  and  early  eighties. 

Now,  I'm  not  suggesting  that  that  is  the  explanation  for  this  par- 
ticular sighting,  but  that  certainly  is  one  of  the  possibilities  that 
we  might  anticipate.  It  suggests  one  avenue  of  inquiry,  trying  to 
correlate  this  report. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  Well,  I've  got  the  full  report  here,  and 
there  are  some  serious  questions  raised  by  the  report,  but  let's  just 
let  that  stand.  As  you  say,  it's  under  active  consideration. 

Number  8432,  date  of  sighting,  June  30,  1976.  Status  is  fabrica- 
tion. The  location  is  Camp  2,  Son  La,  Nghia  Lo.  The  sighting  was  a 
first-hand  sighting  of  60  to  70  U.S.  POW's  assembled  and  marched 
northeast  into  the  forest. 

The  source  had  just  arrived  from  Yen  Bai  and  dropped  at  a 
soccer  field.  He  observed  the  group  for  5  to  10  minutes  before  they 
were  marched  away. 

Some  were  carrying  sleeping  mats  and  People's  Army  of  Viet- 
nam field  packs.  There  were  seven  guards  with  AK's.  Prisoners 
were  old  and  weak,  moved  slowly,  red  PJ-type  uniforms  with  30- 
millimeter  wide  white  stripes,  buttons  down  from  round  collars. 

Saw  drawing  on  prison  walls  where  Americans  had  been  held. 
Sketches  included  jet  plane,  horse's  head.  First  Cav,  four  flowers — 
that's  the  4th  Division.  John,  the  word  John. 

Locals  discussed  Americans  at  camp,  said  they  were  moved  to 
make  room  for  ARVN  POW's. 

Evaluation. 

Mr.  Sasek.  This  report  was  deemed  a  fabrication. 
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The  Chairman.  This  was  a  1976  sighting. 

Mr.  Sasek.  I'm  Mike  Sasek.  rm  an  analyst  in  DIA,  and  the 
source  was  a  fabrication.  When  the  source  first  told  us,  he  told  us 
all  the  individuals  were  Caucasians.  We  talked  to  him  a  little  bit 
later  and  he  changed  his  story.  He  said  no,  some  of  them  were 
darker  skinned.  I  believe  they  might  be  American  Indians  or  Ha- 
waiians. 

The  source  admitted  he  had  never  seen  an  American  Indian,  and 
one  of  the  reasons  he  said  they  might  be  Hawaiians  is  because  he 
has  a  sister  who  was  married  to  a  serviceman  of  Hawaiian  descent 
and  lived  in  Hawaii. 

He  also  said  that  he  went  into  a  wall,  a  building  where  the 
POW's  were  allegedly  kept,  and  on  there  he  saw  some  writings  on 
the  wall  in  Korean,  Thai,  and  English  writing.  He  saw  the  name 
John,  he  saw  the  name  Chung  Lee. 

He  said  he  saw  pictures  of  an  aircraft  which  he  believed  were 
drawn  by  an  Air  Force  POW.  He  saw  a  picture  of  a  quote,  tomato 
blossom,  which  he  said  was  drawn  by  someone  from  the  4th  Infan- 
try Division,  and  he  saw  a  picture  of  a  horse  head  which  he  said 
must  have  been  drawn  by  someone  from  the  First  Cavalry  Division. 
These  are  pretty  specific. 

He  also  identified  someone  else  in  the  camp  who  was  held  with 
him  in  the  camps  and  who  could  verify  his  story.  We  talked  to  this 
individual,  and  this  individual  told  us  that  the  source,  the  original 
source,  had  lied  about  his  military  rank.  He  said  that  no  other  ref- 
ugees in  this  entire  camp  system  knew  about  American  POW's 
held  there,  and  he  also  said  that  this  second  source  had  been  in  the 
same  building  where  the  first  source  saw  the  writings  on  the  wall, 
and  the  only  writings  that  he  observed  were  Vietnamese  writings. 

The  Chairman.  And  this  second  source  was  given  to  you  by  the 
first  source. 

Mr.  Sasek.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  after  the  first  source  was  interviewed 
was  the  second  source  talked  to? 

Mr.  Sasek.  This  source  was  interviewed  in  the  camp  right  after. 
The  Chairman.  Almost  simultaneously. 
Mr.  Sasek.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  second  source  basically  debunked  the 
first  source. 
Mr.  Sasek.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Were  other  sources  talked  to? 

Mr.  Sasek.  On  this  particular  sighting,  I'm  not  sure.  However, 
again  this  comes  from  the  same  region  we've  been  talking  about. 
We  have  over  3,000  refugee  reports. 

The  Chairman.  Were  there  any  other  ingredients  of  the  analysis 
that  led  you  to  the  conclusion,  fabrication? 

Mr.  Sasek.  Well,  again,  the  initial  report  that  the  prison  uni- 
forms were  described  as  the  same  type  that  went  out  of  style  in  the 
1960's.  The  source  said  that  his  sighting  took  place  on  30  June, 
1976. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  questions  on  that  particular  source? 
[No  response.] 

The  Chairman.  All  right.  Turning  to  12778,  the  date  of  sighting 
was  1981  through  1983.  This  is  the  last,  incidentally,  of  the  Son  La 
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grouping,  of  those  not  deemed  to  be  fabrications.  You  determined 
this  to  be  a  fabrication.  The  location  was  the  Yen  Ha  reeducation 
facility.  The  source  was  on  a  brick-making  detail,  alleges  that  he 
saw  one  male  Caucasian  under  guard  two  or  three  times  each  week 
during  the  period  1981  to  1983  as  he  was  marched  by  the  work  sta- 
tion— she  was. 

Fellow  inmates  told  her  that  this  person,  the  male  Caucasian, 
was  an  American  kept  in  a  separate  building  at  the  edge  of  the 
compound.  He  was  a  big  man  in  a  loose-fitting  striped  uniform.  Ap- 
parently the  source  drew  a  sketch  and  described  the  prison  camp, 
and  the  sketch  was  not  consistent  with  any  imagery  analysis  of 
that  camp,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  that  is. 

The  Chairman.  Was  there  any  other  reason  for  the  determina- 
tion of  fabrication? 

Mr.  Sydow.  The  source  is  alluding  to  some  elements  of  the  Gar- 
wood presence  in  the  camp — the  position  by  the  brick  kiln,  the 
house  set  apart — elements  that  make  a  good  hearsay  story,  but  in 
fact  this  is  the  same  system. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  is  there  any  reason — do  we  have  a  different 
judgment  on  that,  or  different  questions?  This  is  on  12778.  Fm  just 
curious  what  the  staff  analysis  is. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  Fm  sorry,  I  apologize.  I  missed  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  on  source  12778. 
Mr.  McCreary.  I  understand. 

The  Chairman.  The  answer,  this  was  deemed  to  be  a  fabrication. 
Mr.  McCreary.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  DIA  among  other  things  determined  that  the 
source  sketch  of  the  area  described  did  not  match  our  imagery  of 
that  particular  sighting  and  other  reasons.  Fm  curious  to  know 
what  your  conclusions  may  be  that  leave  additional  questions  out- 
standing regarding  this. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  a  lot  of  people  can't  draw  accurate 
sketches  of  where  they  were.  I  don't  find  that  that's  commensurate 
with — I  don't  find  that  a  justification  for  debunking  an  observation, 
a  visual  sensory  perception. 

What  we're  talking  about  is  perhaps  faulty  memory  or  imperfect 
drawing  skills.  The  relationship  was  a  bit  attenuated.  Senator,  and 
that's  why  we  want  to  keep  that  one  open. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  to  respond  to  that? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  Fd  love  to  respond  to  that  one,  sir.  I  think 
perhaps  Mr.  McCreary  doesn't  understand  how  to  get  a  sketch 
from  a  source. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that's  out 
of  order.  Just  respond  to  the  question.  Don't  cast  aspersions  on  the 
staff.  Just  respond  to  the  question. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  getting  a  sketch  from  a  source,  particularly  if 
we're  talking  about  a  source  who  lived  in  a  small  facility  for  a  pro- 
longed period  of  time,  there  are  certain  functions  that  this  person 
has  to  perform  on  a  daily  basis  repetitively. 

He  has  to  eat  once  or  twice  a  day.  He  has  to  relieve  himself  at 
least  once  a  day.  He  has  to  drink  once  a  day.  He  has  to  sleep. 
There  are  a  number  of  functions  that  he  does  day  in  and  day  out. 


218 


When  he  has  to  report  for  disciplinary  problems  or  report  for  per- 
mission to  do  this  or  that,  there  is  a  set  location  where  he  has  to  go 
for  that. 

He  knows  where  all  of  these  places  are  in  relation  to  each  other, 
and  he  can  draw  a  sketch  that  is  maybe  nothing  more  than  a  few 
dots  on  a  piece  of  paper  that  shows  some  spatial  relationship  to 
each  other  and  identify  each  of  those  dots. 

With  that,  if  the  man  has  been  at  that  location  time  and  time 
again,  we  have  shown  through  experience  that  when  we  take  a 
look  at  this  man's  sketch,  no  matter  how  crude  the  sketch  might  be 
to  the  casual  observer,  we're  able  to  relate  that  sketch  definitively 
to  the  location  that  he  was  at,  so  the  lack  of  formal  drawing  skills 
is  not  in  any  way  an  inhibition  to  making  a  valid  comparison  with 
imagery. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  was  this  particular  woman  in  this 
camp?  For  how  many  times  a  day  did  she  repeat  this  process? 
Mr.  Sydow.  About  3  years. 

The  Chairman.  3  years.  So  3  years  of  repeating  a  process,  your 
memory  ought  to  be  very  good  about  where  you  walked  and  what 
you  did,  isn't  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean,  I  would  think — 

Mr.  Sydow.  You  have  a  copy  of  the  sketch  there,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  do.  How  soon  afterwards  did  you  interview  this 
person,  do  you  recall? 

Mr.  Sydow.  March  1990. 

The  Chairman.  The  evaluation  was  in  1990.  How  did  the  person 
come  to  your  attention? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Through  a  routine  sweep  through  the  Hong  Kong 
refugee  camps. 

The  Chairman.  So  this  person  was  in  the  refugee  camp  at  the 
time  that  she  made  this  report. 
Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  this  person  in  fact  in  this  camp,  were  you 
able  to  determine,  in  the  camp  in  Vietnam? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Based  on  the  sketch,  which  is  not  a  good  replication 
of  the  possibility,  we  would  have  not  a  good  judgment  on  that.  She 
has  detailed  the  correct  name  of  the  facility,  but  not  been  able  to 
replicate  the  drawing,  so  I  don't  think  we've  made  a  judgment  on 
that. 

The  Chairman.  Were  there  any  other  ingredients  of  the  judg- 
ment that  this  was  a  fabrication? 

Mr.  Sydow.  None,  other  than  those  mentioned. 

The  Chairman.  Did  this  person  accurately  describe  the  camp, 
the  Yen  Ha  Camp? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir,  not  other  than  the  name. 

The  Chairman.  The  Yen  Ha  Camp  actually  consisted  of  two 
smaller  camps,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir,  divided  up  by  sex.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  So  there  was  a  female  camp  and  a  male  camp. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  she  able  to  describe  that  to  you? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Other  than  that  the  function  was  divided,  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  she  was  not  able  to  describe  locations? 
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Mr.  Sydow.  There  is  no  other  corroborating  information. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  now,  is  this  her  description?  The  female 
camp  included  25  brick  buildings  with  tile  roofs,  each  divided  into 
large,  windowless  rooms  approximately  400  square  meters.  Para- 
graph 10  of  the  report,  is  that  her  describing  it?  It  seems  like  a 
fairly  accurate,  detailed  kind  of  description. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  she  was  able  to  describe  it. 
Mr.  Sydow.  That  facility  is  divided  into  several  separate  facili- 
ties. I  don't  believe  there  are  25  facilities  in  all. 
The  Chairman.  Well,  overall. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  say  it's  a  fairly  loose  description  of  a  real 
facility. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I'm  still  troubled  by  it  a  little  bit.  I  mean,  I 
read  through  here  and  I  see  a  lot  of  detail.  It  would  seem  to  me 
fairly  easy  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  detailed  prison  regi- 
men, the  basic  layout  that  she  has  described,  was  accurate,  even 
apart  from  her  sketch.  Were  you  able  to  do  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir.  That  was  not  followed.  The  source  failed  to 
test — to  identify  the  facility  in  which  she  purported  she  had  ob- 
served the  American.  The  concern  with  clarifying  whether  or  not 
she  had  an  accurate  description  of  the  prison  facility  became  irrele- 
vant after  the  basic  decision  was  made. 

The  Chairman.  I  see.  So  in  other  words  she  could  well  have  been 
in  the  camp.  She  could  well  have  seen  all  the  things  that  she  saw, 
but  her  basic  description  of  this  situation  did  not  match. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Failed  to  meet,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  therefore  you  didn't  get  into  the  upper 
level. 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct.  It  would  be  exploited  in  our  prison 
database,  but  not  relevant  to  this  sighting. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Grassley  or  Senator  Smith,  do  you  have 
any  questions  as  we  round  out  Son  La? 

[No  response.] 

The  Chairman.  You're  content  on  that.  Well,  let  me  ask  you  for 
a  summary,  then.  We've  run  through  the  seven  or  so  basic  flags 
that  make  up  Son  La.  There  are  additional  sighting  reports,  but 
staff,  I  take  it  those  are  deemed  to  be  fabrications  and  therefore 
we're  not  putting  them  up.  Do  you  have  any  summary  comments 
with  respect  to  Son  La,  based  on  the  discussion  we've  had  thus  far? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  would  just  reiterate  what  I  said  at  the  outset.  I 
think  it's  unfortunate  when  our  cluster  analysis  leads  us  into  a 
lack  of  focus  on  what  I  think  are  the  real  issues. 

We  discussed  the  open  case.  That's  a  real  lead.  That's  one  of  the 
nine  that  I  mentioned.  Other  than  that,  we  were  dealing  with  cases 
which  I  would  not  consider  to  be  in  the  Son  La  area. 

The  Son  La  misnomer  for  Camp  Group  2  of  the  Hoang  Lien  Son 
system  has  misled  us.  I  think  we  need  to  focus  on  real  cases  that 
are  under  analysis  and  being  investigated. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  That  will  wrap  up  the  Son  La  piece.  Let 
me  just  articulate,  obviously  we  could  do  this  for  every  single 
report.  We  obviously  don't  have  time  to  do  that  publicly,  so  what 
we're  trying  to  do  is  take  some  of  the  stronger  reports,  analyze 
them  in  this  way,  vet  them  a  little  bit  publicly,  but  we're  going  to 
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obviously  have  to  have  some  sort  of  process  by  which  in  writing  or 
somehow  some  analysis  is  submitted  if  there  are  questions  on  other 
areas. 

Senator  Smith,  do  you  want  to  move  us  over  to  Laos  at  this  point 
and  do  the  Laos  area,  Oudamsai? 

Senator  Smith.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Leading  into  that, 
just  a  couple  of  observations  to  try  to  connect  some  of  the  things 
that  we've  been  hearing  for  the  past  couple  of  days. 

It  is  important,  I  think,  to  point  out  that  the  hearings  that  we're 
doing  are  not  meant  to  be  a  condemnation  of  DIA  nor  necessarily 
question  the  administration,  the  current  administration's  commit- 
ment to  finding  the  truth,  but  it  is,  however,  an  examination  of  an 
analytical  method. 

We  are  challenging  you,  and  you're  challenging  back.  That's  the 
purpose,  to  look  at  another  way  of  looking  at  this  information. 

If  this  were  a  traditional  intelligence  issue,  I  guess  we  probably 
wouldn't  even  be  here  evaluating  the  methodology.  The  intelli- 
gence community  by  its  very  nature  does  encourage  different  ap- 
proaches, competing  theories,  and  frankly  constantly  vets  the  reli- 
ability of  their  own  analysis. 

But  the  POW  issue,  however,  I  believe  falls  outside  this  main- 
stream intelligence  analysis  process  and  what  most  people  fail  to 
understand  is  that  DIA  has  the  sole  responsibility  for  analyzing 
source  intelligence  on  the  POW  issue,  and  there  are  no  second 
opinions  or  countervailing  evaluations  by  the  other  agencies,  and 
so  that's  why  these  hearings  are  so  critical. 

If  the  analysis  is  flawed,  or  in  any  way  lacking,  if  it  is,  then  it's 
bigger  than  any  one  person,  it's  bigger  than  any  one  Senator,  it's 
bigger  than  any  one  analyst,  because  the  issue  is — the  result  would 
be  so  dramatic. 

When  whatever  you  provide  reaches  the  desk  of  Secretary 
Cheney,  or  Baker,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  then  the 
way  that  we  would  go  about  resolving  that  issue  could  be  flawed,  so 
I  believe  that  the  President  is  committed,  but  he's  committed  only 
to  the  extent  of  what  he  receives  from  his  people. 

So  therefore,  I  believe  it  is  justifiable  to  challenge  and  to  try  to 
come  up  to  a  determination  as  to  just  what  this  analysis  is  and  how 
important  it  is,  and  whether  or  not  it's  been  done  correctly. 

I  would  just  remind — before  going  into  the  Lao  thing,  just 
remind  my  colleagues  and  others  that  some  of  the  tough  questions 
that  have  been  asked  here  and  the  critical  comments,  and  frankly 
some  of  the  responses  from  DIA,  this  is  not  new.  This  is  not  origi- 
nal. 

Admiral  Brooks  said  it  in  1985,  using  terms  like  sloppy  analysis, 
not  having  an  open  mind.  Kimball  Gaines  said  it  inl986  internally 
with  his  memos — a  wasteland,  unhealthy  attitudes,  total  lack  of 
management.  I  mean,  these  comments  are  on  the  record.  General 
Tighe  said  it  as  well  with  similar  comments.  So  these  comments 
are  on  the  record,  and  we're  simply  trying  to  challenge. 

Now,  let  me  come  up  with  a  specific  example  leading  into  this 
Oudamsai  issue.  It  is  not  Oudamsai,  but  it  is  Laos,  and  it  comes,  I 
think — it  brings  us  to  the  point  that  we  need  to  be  at  in  crying  to 
determine  just  how  good  or  how  bad,  whatever  the  case  may  be, 
the  analysis  that  you  do  is,  and  also  how  responsive  you  have  been 
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to  committees  and  Members  of  Congress  in  the  past  on  informa- 
tion. 

With  this  incident — this  is  the  EC-47  which  I  mentioned  to  Mr. 
DeStatte  yesterday — it  just  seems  to  me  to  be  symbolic  of  the  prob- 
lems that  we  face  as  we  try  to  understand  your  analysis  of  all  of 
these  sightings  that  we've  gotten  to,  and  let  me  jus  quickly  run 
through  this  and  ask  for  a  response. 

On  5  February,  1973,  an  EC-47  electronic  surveillance  aircraft 
was  shot  down  while  on  an  intelligence  collection  mission  over 
Laos.  As  you  know,  that  was  after  the  Paris  Peace  Accords. 

The  aircraft  crashed,  placing  it  south  of  the  DMZ  in  Laos,  not  far 
from  Dak  Chung  and  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail.  This  is  just  for  back- 
ground. The  aircraft  was  reported  to  have  a  crew  of  eight. 

Four  days  after  the  crash,  on  9  February,  1973,  a  search  and 
rescue  team  recovered  bodies,  four  of  them.  Hostile  ground  forces 
prevented  a  complete  inspection  of  the  site  and  nearby  area,  and 
four  men  were  never  found  and  remain  missing  to  this  day. 

Our  information  is,  based  on  the  individual  who  was  at  the  site 
with  the  rescue,  the  paramedic  rescue  operation,  is  that  no  para- 
chutes were  found  in  the  rear  of  the  aircraft  and  that  the  rear  seat 
belts  were  unbuckled.  These  facts  suggest — not  definite,  but  suggest 
that  some  of  the  crew  may  have  bailed  out. 

We've  never  been  back  to  the  crash  site  in  the  last  19  years. 
We've  not  been  there.  So  what's  in  the  intelligence?  What  do  we 
have  on  the  record  on  the  intelligence,  and  I  would  kind  of  direct 
this  to  you,  Mr.  DeStatte,  because  I  know  you  worked  on  the  case, 
but  what  intelligence? 

We  have  four  messages:  a  February  5  message,  immediate  prece- 
dence message  in  which  a  Vietnamese  supply  and  movement  unit 
requested  orders  from  its  superiors  as  to  what  to  do  about  the  four 
pilots  it  was  holding  captive.  That's  the  content  of  the  message.  It 
is  a  radio  message,  and  I  won't  go  into  the  specifics,  but  you  know 
what  it  is — a  February  5  priority  precedence  message  sent  22  hours 
later. 

There's  some  discrepancy  on  the  date.  It  may  have  been  Febru- 
ary 6,  but  in  any  case  it  was  22  hours  later,  in  which  a  different 
Vietnamese  supply  and  movement  unit  reported  that  it  had  four 
pirates  which  it  said  were  being  moved.  It  also  reported  it  was 
having  difficulty  moving  the  pirates  along  the  ground.  The  report 
contains  a  footnote  to  the  word  pirates,  which  reads,  usually  Amer- 
ican pilots.  In  other  words,  the  footnote  on  the  message  says  pi- 
rates are  usually  American  pilots  referred  to. 

A  February  17  immediate  precedence  message  from  a  Vietnam- 
ese antiaircraft  unit  which  indicated  it  had  received  a  report  that, 
quote,  people  involved  in  the  South  Laotian  campaign  have  shot 
down  one  aircraft  and  captured  the  pilots.  It  asked  that  the  Viet- 
namese units  recover  pieces  of  the  aircraft  immediately. 

Finally,  there's  a  May  2,  1973  recap,  quote  unquote,  of  the  re- 
porting on  this  subject.  I'll  return  to  this  in  just  a  second,  but  let 
me  just  go  through  the  relevant  information. 

As  far  as  we  know,  no  other  aircraft  was  reported  lost  after  the 
Peace  Accords  in  February,  except  this  aircraft,  where  individuals 
were  known  to  be  alive.  There  was  one,  I  believe,  where  individuals 
were  known  to  be  killed — or  not  known,  let  me  take  that  back. 
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There  is  no  known  aircraft  crash  where  bodies  were  not  all  recov- 
ered. 

On  February  22,  1973,  the  U.S.  Air  Force  declared  the  crew  of 
the  EC-47  killed,  killed  in  action,  body  not  recovered.  That's  2 
weeks  after  three  messages  were  received  saying  that  the  pilots 
were  in  hostile  hands. 

On  May  21,  1973,  a  DIA  memo  indicates  that  Dr.  Shields,  the 
head  POW  person  at  the  Pentagon,  spoke  with  a  DIA  analyst  con- 
cerning this  incident.  The  DIA  position  given  to  Shields  was,  quote, 
since  the  men  are  listed  as  KIA,  our  interest  in  pursuing  the  sub- 
ject is  academic,  in  that  we're  not  attempting  to  force  Air  Force  to 
bring  the  men  back  to  life,  unquote. 

May  24,  1973 — and  Dr.  Shields  has  been  deposed  by  the  commit- 
tee— Shields  wrote  a  memo  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Larry  Eagleburger,  in  which  he  stated  a  short  time  after  the  shoot- 
down  of  the  EC-47  a  sensitive  intercept  of  communication  between 
North  Vietnamese  Army  Commands  in  Laos  and  the  DRV  indicat- 
ed that  four  Americans  had  been  captured  in  an  area  some  40 
miles  from  the  crash  site. 

This  is  the  Shields  memo  in  which  he  questioned  the  accuracy  or 
inaccuracy  of  his  April  12,  1973  press  statement  that  no  U.S.  per- 
sonnel were  alive  and  held  prisoner  in  Southeast  Asia.  He  ques- 
tioned his  own  statement. 

DIA  documents  list  four  crew  members  possibly  captured.  These 
are  lists  printed  from  the  DIA  database  over  a  decade  ago.  We  have 
an  affidavit.  This  is  just  in  the  way  of  providing  some  supporting 
evidence.  Some  believe  it,  some  don't.  The  point  is,  it  is  an  affidavit 
by  Jerry  Mooney,  former  NSA  expert  on  air  defense  traffic  for 
Southeast  Asia,  which  he  released  in  January  1986. 

It  states  four  of  the  crew  survived  and  were  captured  by  the 
North  Vietnamese  in  Laos,  and  he  affirmed  that  the  analyst  con- 
curred at  the  time  in  this  conclusion,  obviously  referring  to  the 
same  messages  that  I  just  referred  to. 

I  also  have  a  February  20,  1987  DIA  analysis  of  the  EC-47  shoot- 
down  in  which  DIA  stated  there's  no  intelligence  whatsoever — no 
intelligence  whatsoever — which  would  indicate  any  of  the  crew  sur- 
vived the  incident  of  loss. 

Finally,  in  sworn  testimony  before  this  committee  in  November 
1991,  DIA  senior  analyst  Mr.  Bob  DeStatte  stated,  quote,  over  the 
years  there  has  grown  the  impression  that  we  had  evidence  that 
some  members  of  that  crew  survived.  In  fact,  a  careful  analysis  of 
the  information  that  led  to  that  impression  reveals  that  the  infor- 
mation did  not  pertain  to  that  crew,  and  there's  never  been  any 
evidence  that  any  members  of  that  crew  survived,  unquote. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  just  would  like  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity while  Mr.  DeStatte  is  here  and  then  move  to  the  other  clus- 
ter. First  of  all,  did  you  write  the  1987  analysis,  Mr.  DeStatte? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  I  did. 

Senator  Smith.  And  in  that  analysis,  it  says  that  the  initial  Feb- 
ruary 5  report  came  from  Vinh,  in  North  Vietnam,  some  240  miles 
from  the  crash  site  in  Laos,  and  this  is  described  as  a  spot  report, 
unevaluated  and  issued  almost  as  soon  as  intercepted.  The  sending 
priority  of  the  message  confirms  that  it  was  such  a  spot  report.  But 
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the  next  message  provided  no  additional  insights,  according  to  Mr. 
DeStatte,  into  the  identity  of  the  prisoners.  I  am  using  your  memo. 

The  February  17,  1973  document,  Mr.  DeStatte  claims,  does  not 
relate  to  the  EC-47  or  its  crew.  The  May  2  report  is  described  as 
another  analyst's  interpretation  of  the  February  5  reporting,  and 
contains  no  new  information.  It  is  not  a  new  report,  said  Mr.  DeS- 
tatte, and  it  contains  unwarranted  personal  speculation  and  a 
number  of  arbitrary  and  erroneous  assumptions  and  speculative  as- 
sertions. 

I  have  looked  at  these  documents,  every  one  of  them.  I  read  them 
five  times  last  night.  I  just  do  not  see  where  they  match  your 
sworn  testimony  to  this  committee  last  November,  and  I — let  me 
say  why  I  think  it  does  not  match  and  then  I  want  you  to  respond. 

Mr.  DeStatte's  1987  analysis  states  that  the  initial  report  is  an 
unevaluated  spot  report.  I  understand  what  spot  reports  are.  They 
have  a  follow-up  to  correct  errors  that  occurred  in  the  interest  of 
speed  of  transmission.  That  is  what  the  May  2,  1973  memo  is,  the 
authority  to  follow  up  analysis  officially  issued  by  the  originating 
intelligence  agency.  Mr.  DeStatte  said  it  contained  now  new  infor- 
mation and  generally  wrote  this  off  as  not  relevant  to  EC-47.  But 
is  that  the  case? 

The  message  states  that  it  is  a  review  of  all  available  informa- 
tion concerning  the  four  flyers,  and  publishes  information  not  pub- 
lished anywhere  else  nor  mentioned  in  any  earlier  messages.  So  if 
it  is  not  in  any  earlier  message,  it  has  not  been  published  any- 
where else,  where  do  you  get  the  content  of  your  memo  unless 
there  is  some  other  document  we  have  not  seen? 

It  is  a  total  review.  Careful  analysis  of  this  message  corrects  the 
early  reports  as  to  key  events.  First  of  all,  it  locates  the  flyers  in 
Binh  Trang,  33  Vietnamese  supply  and  movement  unit — Binh 
Trang  33,  rather,  Vietnamese  supply  and  movement  unit  in  Laos. 
The  earlier  unevaluated  reports  do  not  mention  this  unit. 

Second,  it  establishes  a  linkage  among  three  Vietnamese  supply 
and  movement  units  that  are  involved  in  moving  four  flyers  up  the 
Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail  from  Laos  to  Vinh  in  North  Vietnam. 

Third,  this  report  clarifies  terms  such  as  kilometer  markings 
that  in  the  agency  headquarters  in  Washington  knew,  but  the  field 
units  were  not  certain  of. 

And  fourth,  in  the  review  message,  Vinh  is  the  destination — the 
destination  of  the  pilots.  Vietnamese  authorities  are  waiting  for 
them  there.  This  is  the  only  message  that  contains  this  information 
which  explains  the  original  unevaluated  February  5  spot  report. 

And  fifth,  the  May  2  message  contains  not  previously  published 
information  on  difficulties  of  movement  of  those  flyers,  specifically, 
the  need  to  provide  water  to  the  flyers. 

And  sixth,  it  contains  not  previously  published  information  on 
dialogue  between  the  units  to  ensure  the  movement  of  the  flyers, 
so  it  contains  several  essential  pieces  of  information  that  are  not 
reflected  in  the  prior  reporting. 

So  Mr.  DeStatte's  analysis  in  1987  shows  no  recognition  or  appre- 
ciation of  these  facts  at  all.  So  Mr.  DeStatte  asserts  that  the  May  2 
review  report  that  concludes  that  the  flyers  are  part  of  the  crew  of 
the  downed  EC-47  is  a  single  analyst's  interpretation,  an  unwar- 
ranted speculation.  In  his  analysis  he  says  that  people  identified 
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prisoners,  quote,  unquote,  but  that  is  not  accurate — unidentified 
prisoners — that  is  not  accurate.  The  reports  called  them  pilots,  pi- 
rates, or  flyers,  making  unmistakable  that  this  is  part  of  an  air 
crew  in  the  belief  of  the  1973  analysts,  including  DIA  analysts. 

The  collector  said  as  much  in  the  footnote  on  one  of  the  Febru- 
ary 5  reports.  Now,  who  believed  that  there  was  evidence  that  any 
member  of  the  EC-47  crew  survived  and  were  captured?  The 
answer  is  no  one  shared  Mr.  DeStatte's  interpretation  of  this  evi- 
dence. Everyone  believed  that  these  messages  which  correlate 
almost  to  the  minute  of  the  crash  were  evidence  that  four  crew 
members  may  have  survived.  NSA  officers  believed  it,  DIA  analysts 
believed  it,  DIA  supervisors  believed  it,  and  the  head  POW  officer 
and  the  second  officer  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  believed  it.  Dr. 
Roger  Shields,  who  only  last  month  testified  to  that  effect  before 
this  committee. 

Mr.  Mooney  swore  before  this  committee  that  this  was  not  only 
his  belief  but  that  of  his  organization  which  approved  and  dissemi- 
nated the  reports.  Other  colleagues  of  Mr.  Mooney,  in  sworn  testi- 
mony before  this  committee,  have  affirmed  Mr.  Mooney's  state- 
ments that  analysts  at  the  time  did  not  believe  that  all  crew  mem- 
bers had  been  killed.  Mr.  Mooney  swore  that  the  DIA  analysts  con- 
curred with  that. 

So  the  DIA  May  1973— May  23,  1973  memo  from  John  T.  Ber- 
brich,  a  very  senior  DIA  officer,  now  indicates  that  it  was  the  posi- 
tion of  the  DIA  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  crew  members  sur- 
vived. I  have  that  memo.  Dr.  Shields  of  the  Office  of  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  Defense  believed  that  the  official  DOD  position  needed  to 
be  changed  because  of  the  sensitive  intercepts  indicating,  in  his 
words,  quote,  that  four  Americans  had  been  captured  in  an  area 
some  40  miles  from  this  site. 

Now,  let  me  go  back  and  ask  you  to  respond,  Mr.  DeStatte.  You 
said  under  sworn  testimony,  and  I  want  to  repeat  what  you  said. 
Quote,  over  the  years  there  has  grown  the  impression  that  we  had 
evidence  that  some  members  of  that  crew  survived.  In  fact,  a  care- 
ful analysis  of  the  information  led  to  that  impression  revealed  that 
the  information  did  not  pertain  to  that  crew.  There  has  never  been 
any  evidence  that  any  members  of  that  crew  survived,  unquote. 

Response? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  you've  given  me  an  awful  lot  to  respond  to.  I 
think  we  can  break  it  down  into  three  broad  categories.  One  are 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I'm  sure  inadvertently,  but  some  of  the 
basic  facts  in  the  case  as  you  stated  them  were  incorrect.  The 
second  area  of  concern  is  what  intelligence  did  we  actually  have? 
And  again,  I'll  address  that.  And  the  third  and  very  important 
question  is  why  do  so  many  people  believe  that  we  had  more  intel- 
ligence than  we  in  fact  had?  And  I  think  I'll  address  that  finally. 
But  let  me  begin  by  pointing  out  a  basic  fact. 

This  whole  process  began  with  a  single  report,  and  that  report 
consisted  of  a  single  sentence,  one  sentence.  And  the  analyst,  as 
you've  identified  him,  Jerry  Mooney,  in  one  of  his  pieces  of  corre- 
spondence, acknowledged  that  that  was  the  only — the  sole  source  of 
information  upon  which  this  whole  exercise  was  based. 

In  the  end,  speculation  and  rumor  

Senator  Kerry.  What  was  the  one  sentence? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  That  one  sentence — unfortunately,  sir,  I  don't 
have  an  unclassified  version  of  that  sentence  here,  but  basically, 
that  sentence,  the  sentence  was  to  the  effect  that  there  were  four — 
let  me  see,  I  made  a  quick  note  on  that.  There  were  four  pilots  that 
were  being  taken  to — and  they  identified  a  location  or  organization 
by  number,  and  that  was  basically  it. 

The  first  report  was  issued  46  minutes  after  that  aircraft  went 
down.  As  Mr.  Smith  pointed  out,  there  were  eight  crew  members 
on  that  aircraft.  On  9  February,  a  search  team  did  inspect  the  air- 
craft. The  team  members  saw  remains  of  four  crew  members  in  the 
wreckage,  but  were  able  to  recover  partial  remains  of  only  one  of 
those  crew  members.  They  did  not  recover  the  remains  of  four 
people.  The  search  team  found  no  indications  that  there  were  sur- 
vivors. 

On  the  22nd  of  February,  1973  

Senator  Kerry.  What  about  the  parachute  and  seat  issue  that 
Senator  Smith  

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  a  very  good — very,  very  good  point,  and 
there  has  been  a  lot  of  misleading  information  on  that.  And  a  ques- 
tion that  came  up  during  the  last  time  we  discussed  this,  was  the 
condition  of  that — of  the  wreckage.  We  are  given  the  impression 
that  there  is  evidence  that  that  aircraft  was  sitting  upright,  largely 
intact,  and  if  you  don't  mind,  I  have  a  few  sets  of  photographs  here 
that  were  taken  2  days  after  the  crash  and  4  days  after  the  crash, 
the  later  date  by  the  people  who  actually  went  down  on  the  wreck- 
age, and  it  shows  the  condition  of  that  wreckage,  and  I  would  like 
to  share  these  with  the  members  of  the  panel. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Those  photographs  were  taken  by  a  hovering  heli- 
copter. 

Senator  Smith.  Sure,  I  understand. 

Senator  McCain.  For  the  record,  what  is  the  condition  of  the 
wreckage? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  For  the  record,  that  aircraft  appeared  to  go 
straight  down,  bounced  once,  landed  upside  down,  and  burned.  It 
had  5  hours  of  fuel  on  board. 

Another  question  that  came  up  during  our  last  discussion — I'm 
taking  these  points  out  of  sequence,  but  another  point  that  we  dis- 
cussed at  some  length  during  our  last  meeting  was  whether  there 
were  explosive  charges  on  board  that  aircraft.  I'm  told  by  General 
Clapper  who  flew  those  missions  that  they  did  not  have  explosives 
on  board  that  aircraft,  and  in  fact,  that  would  have  been  danger- 
ous. As  he  points  out,  there  is  no  air  conditioning  in  the  back  of 
the  aircraft,  the  electronic  equipment  in  the  back  of  that  aircraft, 
while  it's  warming  up  on  the  runway,  generates  temperatures  up- 
wards of  130  degrees,  and  to  have  explosives  on  board  at  those  tem- 
peratures would  be  a  ground  safety  hazard. 

The  most  sensitive  items  on  board  that  aircraft  were  paper  prod- 
ucts. Intentionally,  the  paper  products  were  water  soluble,  and  the 
destruction  scheme  was  to  use  the  drinking  water — pardon  me,  to 
put  those  paper  products  in  the  crew's  drinking  water  to  destroy  it, 
military  pragmatism  at  its  best,  but  no  explosives. 

Senator  Kerry.  Let  me  just  keep  asking  a  couple  of  questions. 
When  we  were  in  Hawaii  we  saw  the  blowup  pictures  of  this  and 
we  were  out  at  CINCPAC  and  they  gave  us  a  briefing  on  it,  but  I 
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wanted  to  ask  a  couple  of  questions.  Senator  Smith  said  apparently 
the  four  back  seats  were  not  buckled  and  no  parachutes  were 
there.  Was  a  determination  that  was  made? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir,  it's  not.  And  if  I  may,  I  can  take  us 
through  this  incident  point  by  point,  and  I  think  I  will  show  quite 
conclusively  how  the  incident  occurred  and  how  the  misunder- 
standing about  the  intelligence  came  about. 

That  aircraft,  as  Senator  Smith  points  out,  had  the  mission  of  lo- 
cating People's  Army  of  Vietnam  units  moving  on  the  Ho  Chi 
Minh  Trail.  The  aircraft  normally  flew  its  missions  at  speeds  of  120 
to  150  knots,  not  exceeding  150  knots  or  miles  per  hour,  at  alti- 
tudes that  were  approximately  5,000  feet  above  the  mountainous 
terrain  of  southern  Laos.  In  other  words,  the  speeds  and  altitude 
were  all  within  the  range  of  each  of  the  antiaircraft  weapons  em- 
ployed by  communist  forces  in  Southeast  Asia. 

The  aircraft  did  not  receive  any  flight  restrictions  for  the  par- 
ticular mission.  Thus,  it  could  and  indeed  did  choose  to  fly  outside 
of  its  assigned  area,  subject  to  customary  coordination  with  the  air- 
borne command  and  control  center  that  was  aloft  at  the  time,  and 
other  aircraft  operating  in  that  area  and  adjacent  areas. 

As  was  customary  for  aircraft  operating  in  Laos,  Baron  52  had 
frequent  communication  with  the  airborne  command  and  control 
center  and  other  aircraft  that  were  flying  in  their  assigned  areas 
and  adjacent  operational  areas.  For  example,  the  aircraft  com- 
mander made  routine  half-hourly  radio  contacts  with  and  reported 
all  unusual  occurrences  to  Moonbeam,  aircraft  command  and  con- 
trol center,  and  was  in  radio  contact  with  other  aircraft  in  the 
area.  The  electronics  aircraft  crew  members  also  used  separate 
communication  equipment  to  maintain  contact  with  other  EC-47 
aircraft — with  another  EC-47  aircraft.  Baron  62,  which  was  flying 
in  the  same  general  area. 

In  addition  to  Baron  52's  frequent  radio  contacts  with  other  air- 
craft during  its  flight,  each  crew  member  carried  a  survival  radio 
preset  to  operate  at  emergency  frequency  in  the  event  of  an  emer- 
gency, and  the  crew  members  received  intensive  training  in  emer- 
gency procedures.  And  these  points  become,  I  think,  quite  relevant 
as  we  go  through  this. 

Aircraft  operating  in  their  assigned  area,  which  I  have — unfortu- 
nately we  don't  have  it  depicted  on  that  map  there,  but  it's  north 
of  Attapeu  and  east  of  Tchepone.  That  particular  area,  aircraft  op- 
erating in  that  area  frequently  are  outside  of  the  range  of  U.S. 
ground  control  radar  stations  in  Thailand  and  South  Vietnam.  The 
nearest  radar  stations  were  Lion,  which  was  Ubon,  Thailand,  and 
Panama,  which  was  at  Da  Nang,  South  Vietnam. 

At  2305  hours  local  time  February  4,  Baron  52  departed  Ubon. 
At  0010  hours  local  time  on  February  5,  the  aircraft  commander 
was  in  communication  with  Specter  20,  an  AC- 130  from  the  16th 
Special  Operations  Squadron.  They  agreed  that  Baron  52  would  fly 
in  the  southern  portion  of  their  assigned  area  and  Specter  20  would 
fly  in  the  northern  portion. 

At  0039  hours.  Lion  radar  station  recorded  its  last  radar  plot  of 
Baron  52.  Aviators  who  have  experienced  flying  in  this  area  esti- 
mate that  this  would  be  near  the  outer  range  for  this  station, 
beyond  which  Baron  52  would  not  be  visible  to  this  station's  ground 
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radar.  The  time  elapsed  since  takeoff  from  Ubon  and  the  distance 
from  Ubon  also  were  consistent  with  the  normal  speed  of  this  air- 
craft. 

At  0125  hours  local  time,  Baron  52  informed  Moonbeam  airborne 
command  and  control  center  that  several  rounds  of  antiaircraft  ar- 
tillery were  fired  at  Baron  52,  and  it  gave  the  coordinates.  Baron 
52  was  not  hit. 

At  0130  hours  local,  Baron  52  reported  operations  normal  to  the 
Moonbeam  airborne  command  and  control  center.  There's  no 
record  that  Baron  52  reported  its  location  at  that  time  and  as 
noted  above,  Baron  52  apparently  had  been  beyond  the  range  of 
Lion  radar  since  0039. 

At  0140  hours  local  time.  Baron  52  was  at  its  last  reported  loca- 
tion, and  I  have  the  coordinates  here.  As  noted  above.  Baron  52 
was  in  radio  contact  with  several  different  aircraft  during  its  mis- 
sion, including  Specter  20,  Moonbeam  airborne  command  and  con- 
trol center,  and  another  EC-47  aircraft.  Baron  62.  Although  some 
documents  refer  to  this  as  the  last  radar  contact,  this  last  reported 
location  appears  to  have  been  reported  during  Baron  52's  last  radio 
contact  with  Baron  62,  in  which  Baron  52  reported  it  had  been 
fired  on  by,  quote,  radar-controlled  47 's,  unquote.  I  believe  that's  a 
misnomer.  They  did  not  have  47-millimeter  antiaircraft  guns,  but  it 
would  have  been  either  a  37  or  57. 

It  should  be  noted  at  this  point  that  Baron  52  was  directly  over 
the  main  north-south  artery  of  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail,  near  its 
junction  with  the  main  east- west  artery  that  led  into  northern 
Kontum  Province  South  Vietnam,  or  what  we  also  know  as  B-3 
Front. 

At  0200  hours.  Baron  52  failed  to  make  its  scheduled  radio  con- 
tact with  Moonbeam  airborne  command  and  control  center.  Lion 
and  Panama  ground  control  radar  facilities.  Moonbeam  airborne 
command  and  control  center,  and  other  aircraft  tried  unsuccessful- 
ly to  contact  Baron  52  on  guard  frequencies  and  secure  communica- 
tions. 

Search  and  rescue  operations  were  initiated  at  0215  hours  local 
time.  Within  20  minutes,  three  F-4  aircraft.  Specter  20,  and  Baron 
62  were  diverted  to  assist  Moonbeam  and  Lion  and  Panama  ground 
control  facilities  to  conduct  visual  and  communication  searches  for 
Baron  52.  Additional  aircraft  joined  the  search  as  these  efforts  con- 
tinued through  the  remaining  hours  of  darkness  on  5  February  and 
into  the  following  days. 

On  February  7,  1973,  SAR  aircraft  located  the  wreckage  of  Baron 
52  and  it  gives  the  coordinates.  And  that  is  one  of  the  photographs 
you  have  there,  was  taken  on  February  7.  This  location  was  about 
20  nautical  miles  or  approximately  8  to  10  minutes  flying  time 
north  of  Baron  52's  last  reported  location,  indicating  Baron  52 
crashed  about  10  to  12  minutes  before  its  next  scheduled  radio  con- 
tact with  Moonbeam  airborne  and  command  control  center. 

In  view  of  speculation  by  some  analysts  concerning  the  flight 
path  of  Baron  52  and  the  possibility  that  some  crew  members 
might  have  parachuted  some  65  nautical  miles  north  of  the  crash 
site,  it's  important  to  note  that  the  facts  demonstrate  that  Baron 
52  was  flying  in  a  northerly  course  at  the  time  of  its  last  reported 
location  and  probably  at  the  time  of  the  crash.  If,  however,  as  some 
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analysts  speculated,  the  aircraft  had  circled  and  was  returning  in  a 
southerly  direction  when  it  crashed  it  could  have  never  been  fur- 
ther north  than  6  to  10  nautical  miles  from  the  crash  site.  In  other 
words,  if  any  of  the  crew  members  had  parachuted  from  the  air- 
craft, they  would  had  to  have  landed  within  a  relative  close  prox- 
imity of  the  crash  site,  not  65  nautical  miles  north. 

On  February  7,  aerial  photography  and  visual  reconnaissance 
missions  were  flown  over  the  crash  sites.  There  were  no  signs  of 
survivors  or  indications  that  the  aircraft  had  attempted  a  crash 
landing.  The  aircraft  appeared  to  have  fallen  to  earth,  bounced 
once,  landed  upside  down,  and  burned.  What  appeared  to  be  a  por- 
tion of  the  tail  of  the  aircraft  was  located  100  to  400  meters  from 
the  main  wreckage. 

On  February  9,  a  SAR  force,  a  search  and  rescue  force,  inserted 
three  pararescue  specialists,  which  I'll  hereafter  refer  to  as  PJ's, 
from  the  40th  Air  Rescue  and  Recovery  Squadron  and  a  radioman 
from  the  6994th  Security  Squadron  into  the  crash  site  to  inspect 
the  wreckage  of  Baron  52.  Now,  several  points  should  be  noted  re- 
garding the  inspection  of  the  crash  site,  and  this  gets  to  the  heart 
of  some  of  the  questions. 

The  crash  site  was  in  a  hostile  area.  One  or  more  missiles  were 
launched  against  the  SAR  aircraft  as  they  approached  the  crash 
site.  Several  dozen  unidentified  persons  were  observed  by  the  SAR 
force  within  a  short  radius  of  the  wreckage,  the  closest  only  a  few 
meters  away.  Although  the  SAR  team  was  unable  to  determine  if 
these  persons  were  military  or  civilian,  two  regimental-sized  PAVN 
installations,  which  included  antiaircraft  artillery  forces,  were  lo- 
cated within  6  to  9  miles,  or  about  10  to  14  kilometers  of  the  crash 
site. 

The  radioman  recalled  that  he  heard  gunfire  while  searching  the 
wreckage.  Other  members  of  the  SAR  force  theorized  that  the  pres- 
ence of  several  armed  escort  aircraft  discouraged  persons  surround- 
ing the  crash  site  from  attacking  the  SAR  team.  One  PJ  and  the 
radioman  inspected  the  wreckage.  The  other  two  PJ's  principally 
provided  security. 

Approximately  40  minutes  elapsed  between  the  time  the  first  PJ 
descended  from  the  SAR  helicopter  until  the  last  PJ  was  lifted 
back  up  to  the  helicopter.  Reasons  for  the  brief  time  included  the 
small  size  of  the  search  team  in  a  hostile  area  surrounded  by  a 
large  number  of  unidentified  persons  and  the  amount  of  fuel  re- 
maining on  board  the  SAR  helicopter. 

The  two  men  who  inspected  the  wreckage  spent  no  more  than  15 
to  20  minutes  on  the  ground.  Much  of  that  time  was  spent  extract- 
ing the  partial  remains  of  one  crew  member  from  the  wreckage, 
placing  the  remains  in  a  body  bag,  and  rigging  it  for  lift  by  a  cable 
hoist  to  a  hovering  helicopter.  This  effort  was  hindered  by  the  fact 
that  the  remains  were  badly  decomposed  and  partially  pinned 
under  parts  of  the  wreckage  that  were  too  heavy  for  the  search 
team  to  lift.  Thus,  the  search  team  was  able  to  recover  only  the 
head  and  portions  of  the  upper  torso. 

The  rear  compartment  was  not  reduced  totally  to  ashes.  As  the 
photographs  of  the  wreckage  and  the  reports  by  the  search  team 
illustrate,  significant  portions  of  the  aircraft's  structure  remained 
largely  intact,  albeit  severely  damaged  or  weakened  by  the  intense 
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fire.  It  should  be  noted  that  over  5  hours  of  fuel  remained  on  board 
when  Baron  52  crashed. 

The  search  team  members  did  not  enter  the  fuselage  of  the 
Baron  52  wreckage.  The  reasons  included  concern  for  possible 
booby  traps,  since  there  were  unidentified  persons  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  wreckage,  and  uncertainty  about  the  structural 
soundness  of  the  wreckage.  The  PJ's  contemplated  tying  a  sling 
around  the  fuselage  and  using  the  SAR  helicopter  to  lift  the  wreck- 
age to  search  for  additional  remains,  but  decided  that  the  structure 
was  too  weakened  by  the  fire  and  would  not  stand  the  strain.  Time 
constraints  undoubtedly  also  influenced  this  decision. 

The  radioman's  principal  task  was  to  ensure  that  the  classified 
documents  and  equipment  on  board  Baron  52  were  destroyed.  His 
secondary  function  was  to  search  for  evidence  of  survivors  or  re- 
mains. He  had  long  experience  as  a  crew  member  of  an  EC-47Q, 
missions  over  Laos,  and  was  intimately  familiar  with  the  Baron  52 
aircraft.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  four  electronics 
warfare  specialists  seated  in  the  back  of  the  Baron  52  aircraft. 

The  PJ's  who  inspected  the  crash  site  were  specialists  whose 
function  was  to  search  for  and  recover  survivors  or  remains  and  de- 
termine the  cause  of  the  crash. 

The  SAR  team  concluded  that  all  members  of  the  Baron  52  crew 
perished  in  the  crash.  Several  observations  should  be  noted.  The 
PJ's  inspected  the  wreckage  and  found  the  remains  of  four  crew 
members.  Two  were  in  the  pilot  and  copilot  seats,  respectively.  The 
third  was  in  the  engineer's  compartment,  behind  the  pilot's  cabin. 

The  SAR  team  covered  portions  of  this  body,  which  was  con- 
firmed to  be  the  second  copilot.  The  fourth  body  was  located  near 
the  engineer's  compartment.  It  should  be  reported  that  the  port 
and  starboard  crew  positions  immediately  behind  the  engineer's 
compartment  were  occupied  by  two  of  the  electronics  technicians. 
Staff  Sergeant  Todd  Melton  and  either  Sergeant  Joseph  Matejov  or 
Sergeant  Peter  Cressman. 

There  were  five  positions  in  the  area  behind  the  engineer's  com- 
partment, three  on  the  starboard  and  two  on  the  port  side.  The 
starboard  position  behind  the  engineer's  compartment  was  occu- 
pied by  Staff  Sergeant  Todd  Melton.  Sergeant  Peter  Cressman  nor- 
mally occupied  the  center  position  on  the  starboard  side  immedi- 
ately behind  Staff  Sergeant  Melton.  Sergeant  Dale  Brandenburg  oc- 
cupied the  rearmost  starboard  position,  further  from  the  engineer's 
compartment. 

The  port  side  position  immediately  behind  the  engineer's  com- 
partment normally  was  occupied  by  Sergeant  Joseph  Matejov,  how- 
ever, he  could  exchange  positions  with  Sergeant  Cressman. 

The  navigator,  Captain  Arthur  Bollinger,  occupied  the  rearmost 
portion  of  the  port  side,  near  the  door  of  the  aircraft. 

Parts  of  the  aircraft  were  observed  uphill  from  the  main  wreck- 
age. The  PJ's  believed  other  parts  of  the  wreckage  might  have  been 
in  a  ravine  bordering  the  crash  site.  The  size  of  the  search  team, 
the  presence  of  unidentified  persons  in  the  immediate  area  and  the 
short  time  on  the  ground  prevented  them  from  checking  the  parts 
lying  uphill  from  the  wreckage  or  in  the  ravine. 

The  PJ  who  inspected  the  wreckage  found  what  he  believed  were 
antiaircraft  artillery  shrapnel  holes  in  the  skin  of  the  aircraft.  The 
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SAR  team  found  no  evidence  that  the  aircraft  had  attempted  to 
make  a  controlled  crash  landing.  The  disposition  of  the  wreckage 
and  other  features  of  the  crash  site,  for  example,  the  absence  of 
skid  marks,  indicated  the  aircraft  did  plunge  nearly  vertically  to 
earth,  bounced  once,  landed  upside  down  and  burned. 

The  PJ's  noted  it  did  not  appear  that  the  crew  of  Baron  52  were 
preparing  to  bail  out  when  the  plane  crashed. 

On  February  13,  1973,  the  commander,  8th  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing,  wrote  to  the  next  of  kin  of  several  of  the  crew  members 
whose  remains  had  not  been  recovered  and  expressed  his  feeling  in- 
asmuch as  there  was  a  possibility  that  one  or  more  crew  members 
could  have  parachuted  to  safety,  they  would  be  continued  to  be  car- 
ried in  a  missing  status  until  final  determination  could  be  made. 

On  February  20,  1973,  the  father  of  one  of  the  crew  members  re- 
quested that  Air  Force  officials  obtain  clarification  of  the  wing 
commander's  statement  regarding  the  possibility  that  one  or  more 
crew  members  might  have  parachuted  to  safety. 

On  February  21,  1973,  a  message  from  the  United  States  Air 
Force  Personnel  Center,  citing  the  inquiry  from  the  next  of  kin  and 
noting  that  casualty  reports  and  other  information  indicated  it  was 
doubtful  any  crew  members  survived,  directed  the  field  commander 
to  carefully  evaluate  all  known  information  pertaining  to  the  inci- 
dent to  determine  appropriate  status  to  the  crew  members. 

On  February  22,  1973,  the  56th  Special  Operations  Wing,  in  co- 
ordination with  the  commander,  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing,  citing 
the  initial  missing  in  action  report  on  February  5  and  the  message 
of  February  21,  reported  to  the  Air  Force  Personnel  Center  that  he 
had  reviewed  the  available  facts  and  believe  that  quote,  there  is  no 
reasonable  doubt  that  all  members  of  the  crew  of  Baron  52  were 
killed  in  the  crash  end  quote. 

Based  on  the  evidence  obtained  by  the  search  team  and  the  re- 
sults of  this  review.  Air  Force  authorities  changed  the  status  of  the 
crew  members  to  killed  in  action.  The  commander,  8th  Fighter  Tac- 
tical Wing,  informed  the  next  of  kin  in  the  change  in  status,  the 
facts  supporting  it  in  a  series  of  letters  dated  between  February  24 
and  April  17,  1973. 

In  addition  to  summarizing  the  events  of  Baron  52's  last  mission 
and  the  evidence  obtained  by  the  search  team  that  inspected  the 
wreckage,  the  commander  described  the  several  types  of  radio 
equipment  in  use  on  the  aircraft.  He  explained  the  capabilities  of 
this  equipment  and  noted  that  Baron  52  had  frequent  radio  contact 
with  other  aircraft  until  minutes  before  it  became  missing. 

He  also  noted  that  the  crew  members  received  intensive  training 
for  emergencies.  Within  this  context,  the  wing  commander  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  in  case  of  an  emergency,  at  least  one  crew 
member  would  instinctively  used  one  of  the  many  pieces  of  commu- 
nication equipment  that  were  available  to  transmit  a  distress  call 
or  to  lead  rescue  forces  to  his  location,  unless  the  aircraft  crashed 
as  a  result  of  some  catastrophic  incident  that  immediately  and 
completely  incapacitated  the  crew  members. 

Now  those,  sir,  are  the  facts  associated  with  the  mission  and  the 
search  of  the  wreckage  by  the  team.  Now,  as  far  as  the  intelligence 
is  concerned,  there's  a  lot  of  interesting  things  that  can  be  brought 
out  about  it  in  a  secure  environment.  Unfortunately,  we're  not  in 
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that  environment.  So  I'll  try  to  limit  my  remarks  to  that  which  can 
be  discussed  publicly. 

Now,  as  I  noted  earlier,  the  information  that  led  Jerry  Mooney 
to  speculate  that  some  members  of  the  Baron  52  crew  were  cap- 
tured was  collected  approximately  SVz  hours  after  Baron  52  went 
down;  and  the  first  report  containing  a  translation  of  that  informa- 
tion was  issued  about  46  minutes  later.  The  persons  who  acquired 
the  information  and  prepared  the  initial  report  commented  that 
they  observed  indications  the  group  holding  four  pilots  captive  was 
possibly  located  near  Vinh.  Those  experts  were  directly  involved  in 
collecting  the  information  and  for  that  reason,  in  my  judgement, 
they  were  the  persons  best  qualified  to  make  such  observations.  In 
my  judgement  we  can  confidently  accept  their  observation  that  the 
unit  holding  the  captives  in  question  was  possibly  located  near 
Vinh. 

The  second  report  was  simply  a  one-sentence  retranslation  of  the 
first  report  issued  about — issued  some  hours  later.  I  don't  have  the 
note  here. 

Senator  McCain.  Mr.  DeStatte,  could  I  interrupt  just  a  second. 
Fm  at  a  distinct  disadvantage  here  because  I  didn't  know  this  case 
was  going  to  be  brought  up  and  I  have  no  information.  And  I 
regret  that,  because  this  is  a  very  important  situation,  obviously. 

Are  you  saying  that  the  second  report  was  a  repeat  of  the  first 
report? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  simply  a  retranslation  by  a  differ- 
ent person.  The  report  was  originally  acquired  by  a  platform  flying 
over  the  South  China  Sea.  When  that  platform  returned  to  its  base 
in  Okinawa,  the  original  report  was  looked  at  by  a  separate  person 
and  he  issued  a  different  translation  of  that  single  sentence. 

Senator  McCain.  What  was  that  translation? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  unclassified  text  of  the  translation  of  the  in- 
formation recorded  in  the  initial  report  consisted  of  the  following 
sentence:  "Group  [number  deleted]  is  holding  four  pilots  captive 
and  the  group  is  requesting  orders  concerning  what  to  do  with 
them."  A  different  translation  of  the  same  information  was  record- 
ed in  a  second  report.  The  unclassified  text  of  the  translation  re- 
corded in  the  second  report  was:  "Group  [number  deleted]  has  four 
pirates;  they  are  going  [words  deleted]  from  44  to  93,  they  are 
having  difficulties  moving  along  the  road."  The  second  translation 
changed  the  word  pilots  to  pirates  and  added  new  words  indicating 
the  pirates  were  being  moved  from  44  to  93. 

Senator  McCain.  Do  you  know  what  44  and  93  mean? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  44  and  93  could  be  a  whole  host  of  things.  Now, 
Jerry  Mooney  chose  to  assume  that  44  and  93  were  kilometer 
markers.  My  experience,  and  I  might  add  that  the  first  2  years  plus 
that  I  spent  in  Vietnam,  I  spent  in  Vietnam  as  a  communications 
specialist  doing  this  very  sort  of  work,  and  in  my  experience  both 
doing  that  kind  of  work  and  as  a  fairly  accomplished  linguist,  if 
these  were  kilometer  markers,  it's  virtually  certain  that  they 
would  have  had  to  included  the  comment,  kilometer  marker. 

And  I  have  in  my  briefcase  here  a  book  titled.  Regulations  on 
Tactical  Staff  Operations.  And  in  here — it's  a  Vietnamese  publica- 
tion published  by  their  general  staff  director  for  the  People's  Army 
of  Vietnam  in  1975  relevant — issued  by  the  Institute  for  Military 


232 


Studies.  And  as  they  point  out,  if  you're  going  to  deal  in  kilome- 
ters, you  have  to  note  that  it's  kilometers.  Because  there  are  so 
many  other  options. 

These  could  be  dinomic  references  to  units,  they  could  be  dino- 
mic  references  to  locations,  they  could  be  dinomic  references  to 
radio  call  signs.  It  could  be  any  assortment  of  things. 

Senator  McCain.  This  transmission  was  received,  was  intercept- 
ed 46  minutes  after  the  crash.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  The  information  was  collected  ap- 
proximately five  and  a  half  hours  after  Baron  52  went  down;  and 
the  first  report  containing  a  translation  of  that  information  was 
issued  about  46  minutes  later.  This  type  of  information  was  sup- 
posed to  be  reported  within  moments;  in  this  instance,  about  46 
minutes  after  the  information  was  collected. 

Senator  McCain.  And  they  believe  that  that  transmission  was 
coming  from  Vinh? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  The  people  who  received  the 
report,  who  issued  the  report,  rather. 

Senator  McCain.  And  how  far  is  that  from  where  the  plane 
crashed? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  Vinh  is — I  have  it  here  in  my  notes. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  It's  marked  on  this  map  over  here. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  can  answer  the  question  specifically. 

Senator  McCain.  It's  a  long  ways. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  my  goodness,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  McCain.  My  question  is,  is  how  is  it  possible  a  message 
would  originate  from  Vinh  concerning  a  crash  that  had  just  taken 
place  a  matter  of  minutes  before? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  my  judgment,  it's  impossible.  And  we  might — 
while  we're  on  that  point,  again  let's  apply  the  test  of  common 
sense.  When  we  look — you  have  the  photographs  in  front  of  you. 
Based  on  notations  on — as  you  can  see  here,  there  are  actually  16 
photographs.  I  just  pulled  some  representative  ones  here.  One  of 
the  photographs  is  annotated  showing  that  the — in  fact,  it  may  be 
one  of  them  that  you  have  in  front  of  you.  It's  annotated,  yes. 

This  photograph  here  that  has  the  north  arrow  in  it  shows  just 
the  general  area.  If  you  look  closely,  there's  an  annotation  that 
says  quote  bamboo  ranges  from  8  to  100  feet  in  height,  very  diffi- 
cult to  move  through  and  caused  difficulties  with  the  jungle  pene- 
trator.  End  quote. 

Senator  McCain.  I  apologize  for  the  interruption.  I  just  did  not 
understand.  I  apologize.  I  did  not  understand. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I'm  glad  you  did,  sir.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
point  here  is  that,  as  you  can  see  from  this  photograph,  this  air- 
craft went  down  a  considerable  distance  from  the  nearest  footpath. 
'Tor  hostile  forces  to  make  their  way  to  this  crashsite  from  the 
nearest  occupied  position,  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  in  my 
judgement  would  take  more  than  5V2  hours." 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  DeStatte,  I  would  like  to  respond  to  that.  I 
know  we  have  to  move  on  to  the  other  cluster.  I  do  want  to  say,  for 
the  record,  that  I  did  indicate  yesterday,  publicly,  that  I  was  going 
to  go  to  this.  So  it  was  a  matter  of  record.  I  did  not  mean  it  to  be  a 
surprise  to  any  of  my  colleagues. 
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Senator  McCain.  I  would  like  to  respond  to  my  friend.  I  did  not 
know  that  and  it  is  my  fault. 

Senator  Smith.  Oh,  no.  I  did  not  mean  to  catch  anybody  by  sur- 
prise. 

The  Chairman.  Can  I  just  ask  a  quick  question,  so  we  are  clear? 

Senator  McCain.  Are  you  finished,  Mr.  DeStatte? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No.  Mr.  Smith  raised  four  separate  reports  and  he 
questioned  how  we  arrived  at  the  judgments  that  we  arrived  at  on 
it.  As  I  pointed  out,  the  second  report,  in  fact,  was  not  a  second 
report.  It  was  simply  a  retranslation  of  the  first  report. 

It  was  also  one  and  only  one  sentence. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  it  contained  new  information,  the  second 
report. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  It  contained  different  information. 

Senator  Smith.  New  information,  additional  information. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  Those  are  your  words.  That's  an  analyst's 
assessment.  In  my  judgment,  it  was  different  information.  And  as  a 
person  who  has  done  translations  and  who  worked  in  that  environ- 
ment for  a  number  of  years,  I  have  no  way  of  knowing  whether  the 
person  who  made  the  original  translation  was  the  more  experi- 
enced or  the  person  who  made  the  translation  on  the  ground  hours 
later  was  the  more  experienced. 

I  do  know  that  the  translations  frequently  are — well,  let  me  just 
give  you  one  personal  example.  Back  in  1970,  one  of  our  Ranger 
teams  went  into  the  demilitarized  zone.  They  found  a  telephone 
line.  And  they  suggested  it  be  tapped.  And  the  people  who  do  that 
for  a  living  thought  that  that  was  not  an  appropriate  use  of  their 
personnel.  So  I  went  down  to  the  PX  and  bought  a  tape  recorder 
and  we  rigged  up — bought  as  many  batteries  as  they  had  in  that 
very  basic  PX  and  we  went  back  in  with  the  Ranger  team  and  we 
tapped  that  phone  line. 

When  we  ran  out  of  tape,  we  came  back.  And  then  I  spent  the 
night,  that  evening  and  the  rest  of  the  night  with  two  of  my  inter- 
preters making  a  verbatim  transcript  of  what  we  picked  up  on  that 
telephone  wire  tap. 

The  people  who  do  this  for  a  living,  of  course,  wanted  to  take 
that  material  from  me.  And  it  took  them  all  night  to  finally  get 
somebody  to  order  us  to  turn  it  over.  We  did.  They  came  down  a 
few  days  later  to  quarrel  with  us  about  the  translation.  There  was 
a  section  in  there  where  I  pointed  out  that  the  telephone  at  the 
southern  end  of  that  line,  which  was  in  South  Vietnam,  was  sitting 
on  top — it  was  very  precise. 

Let  me  describe  it  differently.  That  was  a  telephone  line  linking 
an  observation  post,  a  PAVN  observation  post  on  the  southern  side 
of  the  DMZ  overlooking  a  major  U.S.  combat  base.  The  northern 
end  was  associated  with  B-5  Front  headquarters  on  the  north  side 
of  the  DMZ.  And  there  was  a  segment  in  there  with  a  conversation 
that  went  something  like  this. 

One  voice  came  on  and  asked  the  fellow  on  the  southern  end  if 
he  could  guess  who  it  was.  Well,  they  had  a  little  good-natured 
banter.  The  guy  in  the  south  couldn't  figure  out  who  the  voice  was 
and  finally  he  told  him,  well,  my  name  is  whatever  it  was.  And  it 
turns  out  that  they  were  boyhood  friends  from  the  same  home  vil- 
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lage.  So  the  guy  on  the  north  side  then  asked  him,  where  the  devil 
are  you  at?  What  the  devil  are  you  doing? 

And  he  replied,  well,  Tm  on  the  rabbit.  And  he  asked,  well,  what 
do  you  mean  by,  on  the  rabbit?  And  he  said,  well,  you  know,  the 
rabbit  hill.  And  then  he  gave  the  high  point  number  for  the  hill. 
And  so  the  guy  on  the  north  end  says,  well,  what  the  devil  are  you 
doing  down  there? 

So  he  described  to  him,  I'm  sitting  in  the  little  draw  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  hill,  just  below  the  peak,  and  I'm  overlooking 
combat  base  umpty-ump  and  my  purpose  here  is  to  observe  move- 
ments in  and  out  of  there  so  that  we  can  direct  artillery  and  rocket 
fire  on  the  U.S.  troops  in  the  area. 

Now,  I  was  familiar  with  the  term  for  that  hill  as  the  Rabbit,  be- 
cause I  talked  to  a  lot  of  PAVN  personnel  who  worked  that  area 
and  the  silhouette  of  that  hill  on  their  maps  suggested  a  silhouette 
of  a  rabbit. 

Anyway,  the  folks  who  received  this  tape  from  me  came  back  to 
quarrel,  because  their  translators  told  them  that  that  segment  of 
tape  said  nothing  more  than  I  saw  a  rabbit.  And  they  suggested 
that  maybe  I  needed  to  look  at  my — check  my  interpreter's  creden- 
tials, because  they  seemed  to  have  manufactured  a  lot  of  informa- 
tion. 

At  that  point  I  shared  with  them  the  verbatim  transcript  we 
made  of  it.  They  took  their  tapes  back  and  they  came  back  later 
and  apologized  and  said,  thank  you  very  much. 

Well,  the  point  of  that  story  is  that  there  are  considerable  differ- 
ences in  talent  and  capability  on  the  part  of  interpreters.  I'm  not 
just  leaping  to  a  conclusion  when  I  say  that  this  was  different  in- 
formation rather  than  new  information.  We  don't  know  why  it  was 
different. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  just  ask  a  couple  of  points  on  that,  be- 
cause I  know  we  have  to  move  on.  The  reason  that  I  brought  it  up, 
the  EC-47,  was  because  I  think  it  relates  to  what  we're  trying  to 
establish  in  terms  of  analysis,  in  terms  of  how  you — and  I  use  it  as 
a  case  study  to  try  to  determine  how  you  come  to  the  conclusions 
that  you  have  come  to. 

Now,  that  is  the  purpose  of  it.  Now,  when  you  say  before  the 
committee  in  the  last  testimony,  whenever  that  date  was  when  you 
were  here  in  July  or  whatever  date  it  was — when  you  were  asked  if 
there  is  any  evidence  that  anybody  survived  the  EC-47  incident, 
and  you  say  there  is  no  evidence.  Now,  I  am  just  asking  you  as  a 
point  of  definition,  why  is  a  radio  message  not  evidence? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  the  radio  message,  in  fact,  referred  to  this  crew, 
then  it  would  be  evidence.  But  this  radio  message  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  particular  crew. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  going  to  say  why  it  has  nothing. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  The  assumption  is  that  the  only  aircraft  that 
were  down,  the  only  potential  candidates  for  this  were  the  crew  of 
the  EC-47.  There,  in  fact,  were  at  least  three  ARVN  helicopters 
that  were  down  in  an  area  that  would  have  caused  the  crew,  if  cap- 
tured, to  be  evacuated  through  Vinh  at  the  approximate  time 
frame  of  this  particular — that  we  acquired  this  particular  piece  of 
intelligence. 
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And  in  fact,  a  personal  friend  of  mine  who  was  a  pilot  in  the  Vi- 
etnamese Air  Force  is  aware  of  a  friend  of  his  who  was  the  pilot  of 
one  of  those  helicopters.  He  is  aware  that  that  friend,  in  fact,  was 
captured  with  his  crew  and  was  moved  to  North  Vietnam. 

Now,  we're  in  the  process  right  now  of  trying  to  locate,  to  deter- 
mine if  any  member  of  that  crew  survived  captivity  and  is  here  in 
the  United  States.  And  if  we  find  him,  we  might  have  an  answer  to 
who  this  message  really  refers  to. 

Senator  Smith.  But,  the  point  is,  at  the  time  you  drew  this  con- 
clusion, you  did  not  have  that  information.  So,  what  I  am  saying  is, 
there  is  no  other  aircraft  missing.  We  discussed  the  one  that  went 
down  and  the  people  were  killed.  There  is  no  other  aircraft  missing 
in  the  area  like  this. 

I  am  not  disputing  any  of  the  facts  that  you  gave  me,  the  outline 
that  you  gave  me  on  the  crash  and  what  happened.  I  do  not  dispute 
those  facts.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  of  that.  But  what  I  am 
trying  to  get  at  here  is,  is  you  get  a  radio  message.  The  message  is 
self-explanatory.  It  says  what  it  says.  Then  you  start  doing  analysis 
on  it.  There's  nothing  about  Vinh  in  the  message.  There  is  nothing 
about  being  240  miles  away  in  the  message.  That  is  analysis  that 
came  later. 

The  message  itself  speaks  for  itself. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  initial  message.  You  noted  that  the  second 
version  of  that  message  contained  a  footnote.  I  feel  confident  that 
you  have  the  version,  the  first  version  of  that  message. 

Senator  Smith.  I  cannot  read  it. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  it  also  contains  a  footnote.  And  that  footnote, 
from  the  people  who  issued  the  report,  said  that  it  came  from  Vinh 
in  their  judgment. 

Senator  Smith.  Would  it  not  have  been  more  honest  to  say  to  the 
committee,  when  we  asked  you  if  there  was  evidence,  if  anybody 
survived  Baron  52  a  few  months  ago  when  you  testified,  would  it 
not  have  been  more  honest  to  say,  we  had  a  radio  transmission.  We 
did  not  believe  the  radio  transmission  or  whatever  you — but  we 
think — we  also  examined  the  crash  site  and  we  found  that  we  did 
not  have — based  on  the  people  who  were  at  the  site,  we  do  not 
think  anybody  survived  and  here  is  why. 

You   did   not   say   that.   You   said,   there   is   no  evidence, 
Mr.  DeStatte. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Implicit  in  your  statement  is  the  assumption  that 
I  don't  believe  this  radio  transmission.  It's  also  implicit  that  there's 
confirmed  evidence  that  

Senator  Smith.  Everybody  else  believed  it.  Roger  Shields  believed 

it. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  and  as  I  pointed  out  earlier,  as  I  noted  earli- 
er, that  is  a  topic  that  I  wish  to  address  as  we  progress  through 
this.  But  I  believe  that  radio  transmission.  It  simply  does  not  relate 
in  any  way  to  this  particular  incident.  It  does  not  relate  to  this  EC- 
47  crew.  It  could  possibly  be — I  don't  know  who  it  is,  but  it  could 
possibly  be  the  crew  members  of  one  of  those  three  ARVN  aircraft, 
helicopters. 

Now,  that's  assuming  

Senator  Smith.  Were  they  missing  within  45  minutes  of  the 
time? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  As  I  noted  earlier,  it  is  physically  impossible,  it 
strains  credulity  beyond  what's  reasonable,  to  assume  that  any 
PAVN  unit  could  have  reached  that  crash  site,  captured  those 
four — any  four  people  from  that  particular  incident  and  had  a 
radio  transmission  confirming  that  passing  through  Vinh  46  min- 
utes after  that  aircraft  went  down. 

Senator  Smith.  First  of  all,  we  do  not  know  if  they  were  at  the 
crash.  If  they  were  at  the  crash  and  died,  yes.  But  we  did  not  find 
any  bodies,  so  we  do  not  know  if  they  parachuted  out  because  we 
did  not  find  any  parachutes.  So  we  do  not  know  what  happened  to 
them.  That  is  the  point.  We  really  do  not  know. 

To  me,  for  you  to  say  that  there  were  other  aircraft  missing  and 
you  cannot  tell  me  who  they  are  or  how  many  people  were  on 
them,  how  many  years  later,  20  years  later,  you  are  telling  me  that 
there  are  other  aircraft  missing  in  that  area  and  it  was  within  that 
45  minute  period  that  this  message  was  reported.  I  mean,  that  is 
outrageous. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Let  me  quote  from  a  letter  written  by  the  com- 
mander on  the  spot  as  to  whether  or  not  there  was  indications  that 
people  had  bailed  out  of  that.  This  man  was  much  closer  to  the 
scene  than  I  am  from  this  location  in  time. 

Senator  Smith.  I  would  like  to  know  who  the  aircraft  were. 

Senator  McCain.  Please  continue. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Okay.  I'll  just  extract  from — let's  see,  let  me  find 
the  relevant  portion  here. 

The  Chairman.  Could  I  just  clarify  a  couple  of  things  while  you 
are  maybe  looking  at  it?  In  Senator  Smith's  summary  of  the  thing, 
originally  it  was  stated  that  there  were  no  parachutes  found  and 
the  buckles  of  the  seats  were  undone.  Was  that  found  in  the  back 
of  this  plane?  Was  there  an  examination  for  parachutes? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  they  were  not  able  to  get  into  the  rear  of  the 
aircraft,  but  if  

The  Chairman.  But  is  there  anywhere  where  they  cited  the 
buckles? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  with  your  indulgence,  I  will  find  this  specific 
passage  in  here  where  the  commander  on  this,  in  the  field,  noted 
the — made  note  of  that  particular  concern. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  DeStatte,  let  me  just  ask  you.  Is  that  not  sig- 
nificant, if  the  seats  are  unbuckled? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  fact,  the  commander  on  the  spot  said  just  the 
reverse.  But  I  wanted  to  quote  

The  Chairman.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  get  it. 

Senator  Smith.  Did  Ron  Scofield  say  that?  Did  Mr.  Scofield  say 
that?  Do  you  know  who  Mr.  Scofield  is? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  know  who  Ron  Scofield  is.  And  I  spoke  to  Ron 
Scofield.  And  since  you  raised  Ron  Scofield,  we  will  get  to  the  issue 
that  I  hoped  to  save  for  last.  Why  did  so  many  people  believe  this? 

Ron  Scofield  told  me  

The  Chairman.  Let  us  slow  down.  Let  us  slow  down.  Who  is  Ron 
Scofield? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Ron  Scofield  is  the  radioman  who  accompanied 
the  three  parajumpers  onto  the  crash  site.  Ron  Scofield,  when  I 
spoke  with  him,  was  an  E-9,  which  is  the  highest  enlisted  grade  in 
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the  Armed  Forces,  with  the  Air  Force  Security  Service,  at  that 
point  serving  in  England. 

The  Chairman.  So  he  was  present  when  the  team  went  in  to  look 
at  the  crash  site? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  He  was  part  of  the  team. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  on  the  ground? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  And  what  did  he  say  regarding  this? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  quote  earlier  the  observations  of  the  four  team 
members.  He  concurred  that,  yes,  that  in  fact  was  his  judgment.  I 
think  somewhere  in  our  files  I  have  his  statement  that  was  made, 
written  statement  that  was  made  and  signed  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
cident. It  was  his  judgment  at  the  time,  on  9  February,  that  there 
was  absolutely  no  chance  of  any  survivors. 

But,  as  a  result  of  the  messages — and  it  is  important  to  under- 
stand what  these  messages  are — we  are  talking  about  the  NSA 
message,  NSA  reports.  NSA — the  kind  of  traffic,  the  cable  traffic 
that  would  come  out  of  NSA  can  be  divided — relevant  to  the  issue 
we  are  talking  about  is  divided  into  two  broad  categories. 

There  is  a  finished  product.  Something  that  goes  through  their 
review  and  quality  control  process.  There  is  another  type  of  mes- 
sage which  is  an  informal,  analyst  to  analyst  communication,  a 
mechanism  that  affords  the  analyst  an  opportunity  to  share  ideas, 
to  bounce  ideas  off  of  other  analysts.  It  is  all  very  informal  and  it 
does  not  go  through  any  quality  control  procedure.  It  is  something 
that  is  vital  to  a  dynamic  and  effective  analytical  process. 

Now,  there  were  a  series  of  messages  that  flow,  some  of  which  I 
was  able  to  recover,  that  flowed  between  Jerry  Mooney  and  the  Air 
Force  Security  Service  Command  at  Kelly  Air  Force  Base.  And 
there  apparently  was  a  good  deal  of  that  that  was  shared  with  the 
6994th  Squadron  out  there  in  Thailand. 

Now  the  message  traffic,  this  message  traffic,  all  of  which  was 
informal,  analyst  to  analyst  musings  in  which  Jerry  Mooney  took 
this  toothpick  and  built  it  into  a  house,  taking  this  one  sentence 
and  building  it  into  that  page  and  a  half  message  that  we  see  on 
May  2,  1973. 

All  of  that  was  informal  traffic.  That  was  something  that  circum- 
vented the  quality  control  process  that  existed  at  NSA.  That  repre- 
sented one  man's  musing.  There  was  no  effort,  because  

The  Chairman.  Now,  let  me  come  back  to  

Mr.  DeStatte.  Right  back  to  Scofield.  I'm  sorry.  I  lost  track  of 
where  we  went. 

He  told  me  that  when  they  began  receiving  these  messages  out  of 
NSA,  his  confidence  in  what  he  at  that  time  thought  was  an  NSA 
product  representing — he  was  so  confident  in  the  integrity  of  that 
traffic  coming  out  of  their  headquarters,  that  he  was  willing  to 
overrule  his  own  personal  observations  and  try  to  find  in  his  own 
mind  ways  to  explain  how  he  could  have,  how  he  could  have  misin- 
terpreted the  evidence  that  he  saw  in  front  of  him  when  he  was  on 
the  ground. 

Once  he  had  learned  that,  in  fact,  there  was  nothing  but  that  one 
sentence,  then  he  realized  that  his  judgment,  in  fact,  had  been  cor- 
rect. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  now  let  me  come  back  for  a  minute. 
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The  original  judgment  was  based  on  their  looking  at  the  crash 
site  and  the  material.  Now,  as  I  looked  at  these  photographs — I  am 
trying  in  this  non-blown  up  section  to  determine  what  is  left  here. 

But  a  lot  of  the  plane  just  seems  to  be  disintegrated  and  burnt. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  So  there  is  not  really  much  capacity — I  mean, 
you  cannot  see  a  seat.  There  is  no  seat  left. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  In  the  back? 
The  Chairman.  Front. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  the  front,  they  were  able  to  make  out  some  

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator  Kerry,  I  think  a  critical  point  is  

The  Chairman.  No,  I  want  to  just  pursue  this  for  a  minute. 
What  was  left  in  the  back? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  In  the  back? 
The  Chairman.  Part  of  the  fuselage? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Were  there  identifiable  seats  in  the  back? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Nothing  that — they  were  not  able  to  see  in  there. 
It's  my  understanding  based  

The  Chairman.  So,  they  made  no  determination  as  to  seatbelts 
or  parachutes? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  the  back,  that's  correct.  However,  they  

The  Chairman.  So  where  does  this  come  from? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  know.  They  made  no  determination. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith? 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  sorry.  I  did  not  hear  that. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  in  your  opening  statement,  you  said  that 
the  seatbelts  were  unbuckled  and  that  the  parachutes  were  not 
there.  Now  that  seems  to  indicate  something.  They  are  saying  you 
could  not  tell. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Here's  a  letter  dated  

The  Chairman.  Where  does  this  come  from? 

Senator  Smith.  It  had  to  come  from — it  came  from  the  people 
who  were  on-site. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Here's  a  letter  dated  April  17,  1973,  signed  by 
Colonel  Humphries,  who  was  the  commander  of  this  Air  Force  unit 
out  there.  And  I  quote,  interrogation  of  the  pararescue  team  re- 
vealed that  partial  remains  discovered  in  the  aircraft  were 
strapped  into  the  seats,  strapped  into  the  seats  normally  occupied 
by  the  pilot  and  the  two  copilots. 

It  is  unrealistic  to  assume  that  these  remains  were  those  of  any 
other  members  of  the  crew.  End  quote. 

The  Chairman.  What  about  the  other  area  of  the  plane? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  They  were  unable  to  get  into  the  back  of  the 
plane. 

The  Chairman.  So  they  saw  nothing  and  made  no  observations 
of  seats?  Was  there  any  recordation  of  seatbelts  or  parachutes? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  None. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Can  I  add  sort  of  a  common  sense  piece  of  informa- 
tion here?  Senator  McCain's  a  flyer.  Perhaps  he  can  amplify  on 
what  I'm  about  to  say. 

Here  we  have  an  aircraft  that  is  flying  in  a  controlled  airspace 
with  an  airborne  control  monitoring  unit.  Another  collector,  a  simi- 
lar collector,  another  aircraft  in  the  immediate  area,  constant  radio 
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checks  back  and  forth.  He  reports  one  time  that  he's  seen  some 
tracers  go  by.  This  is  at  night,  okay.  And  then  we  don't  hear  any- 
thing more  from  him.  He  fails  to  make  a  radio  check. 

Pilot's  flying  along  in  an  area  like  that  and  he  takes  antiaircraft 
fire,  he's  going  to  say,  I've  been  hit.  And  if  he's  losing  altitude  or 
he's  losing  power,  he's  going  to  say,  we're  going  to  have  to  bail  out. 
We're  bailing  out. 

He  didn't  get  any  of  that.  When  you  look  at  this  picture,  what 
you  have  is  a  plane  that  fell  like  a  stone,  straight  vertical  dive 
down.  It  hit  one  time.  It  flipped  over  on  its  back  and  caught  on  fire. 

A  C-47 — my  father  flew  in  C-47's  in  World  War  II,  flew  over  the 
hump  in  the  Himalayas.  That's  an  aircraft  that  you  don't  get  out  of 
very  easily  in  level  flight,  let  alone  a  vertical  dive  in  an  aircraft 
that's  lost  its  ability  to  fly. 

Four  guys  are  wearing  beepers.  Everyone's  wearing  beepers.  It's 
alleged  here  by  Senator  Smith  that  four  guys  could  have  gotten  out 
of  the  aircraft. 

Senator  Smith.  I  did  not  allege  anything.  I  used  the  facts.  I  used 
your  radio  messages.  I  did  not  allege  anything. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  am  not  sure  where  that  came  from.  We're  not  able 
to  find  that.  But  let's  just  say  four  guys  got  out  of  the  aircraft. 
They're  all  trained  in  escape  evasion  and  rescue.  They're  all  wear- 
ing beepers.  One  of  the  beepers  maybe  didn't  work.  Sure.  Two,  pos- 
sible. Three,  unlikely. 

All  four,  never  heard  from,  very  unlikely. 

If  you  look  at  the  facts  surrounding  this  case,  I  think  you'd  have 
to — you  have  to  come  to  a  position  that  it  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  men  to  have  bailed  out  of  an  aircraft  that's 
falling  vertically  in  an  increasing  speed  and  impacts  on  the  ground, 
flips  over  one  time  and  burns. 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Sheetz,  I  do  not  dispute  that.  I  am  not  a 
flyer,  but  I  do  not  dispute  any  of  that.  All  I  am  trying  to  point  out 
is,  in  terms  of  analysis,  let  me  just  put  it  this  way  quickly. 

An  EC-47  is  lost  on  a  given  day,  February  5,  1973.  45  minutes 
later,  a  radio  transmission  is  received,  okay.  There  are  no  other 
aircraft  in  the  area  that  have  been  lost  in  that  period  of  time,  in 
that  45-minute  period  of  time.  There  are  four  bodies,  eight  people 
on  the  aircraft.  Four  bodies  are  recovered,  four  are  not.  All  of  the 
things  you  say  make  sense  as  far  as  whether  people  did  not  get  out, 
beepers — I  do  not  dispute  any  of  it. 

I  am  just  saying,  when  a  question  is  asked  and  we  look  at  the 
facts  and  a  question  is  asked  by  a  witness  before  this  committee,  is 
there  any  evidence  and  you  say,  no,  I  think  that  is  very,  very  mis- 
leading, if  not  downright  being  dishonest. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  understand  the  Senator's  point. 

Senator  Smith.  And  I  think  you  have  to  express — we  are  an  over- 
sight committee.  We  are  trying  to  And  out  how  you  analyze  data. 
And  when  I  see  that  kind  of  response  to  questions  that  I  am  trying 
to  analyze  data,  I  frankly  do  not  know  what  to  believe  or  what  

So  all  I  am  saying  to  you  is,  you  not  only,  this  is  not  simply  a 
case  here  where  you  had  no  message.  This  was  further  than  that. 
You  got  a  message.  You  got  a  lot  of  activity  on  that  message.  It 
went  all  the  way  to  Secretary  Kissinger.  That  is  how  far  that  mes- 
sage went  and  maybe  beyond. 
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So  it  was — as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  Eagleburger  memo,  it  went 
so  far  as  to  suggest  that  maybe  we  ought  not  to  even  continue  with 
the  bringing  home  of  the  American  POW's  and  maybe  want  to  con- 
sider resuming  the  war  as  a  result  of  this  and  other  information 
that  has  been  coming  out. 

So  this  is  not  a  small  matter.  And  for  one  individual  analyst  to 
say  before  this  committee  that  he  himself  decides  that  this  is  not  a 
valid  message  when  everybody  else  disagrees,  all  the  stuff  about 
the  crash.  If  you  did  not  have  the  message,  fme,  I  do  not  dispute 
any  of  it.  But  you  had  a  message.  And  you  do  not  have  any  other 
aircraft  missing  in  the  area  in  that  time  frame  and  you  have  not 
explained  it  to  me. 

And  then  you  tell  me,  well,  maybe  if  I  go  back,  I  could  find  some- 
body. 20  years  later.  That  is  a  little  late.  You  are  good.  I  give  you 
credit.  You  are  damned  good. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  you  very  articulately  described  the  dangers 
and  the  tragedy  of  allowing  one  analyst's  judgment  to  go  un- 
checked. 

Senator  Smith.  So,  there  was  an  agency  judgment,  not  an  ana- 
lyst, the  agency. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  I  beg  to  differ  with  you,  sir.  Jerry  Moon- 
ey's  May  2,  1973  message  was  the  message  that  caused  some  per- 
sons to  believe  that  intelligence  information  confirmed  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Baron  52  crew  were  captured.  When  I  researched  this 
incident  in  1986,  experts  from  the  National  Security  Agency  in- 
formed me  that  the  serial  number  of  Jerry  Mooney's  May  2,  1973 
message  identified  the  message  as  an  office  message — a  type  of 
electronic  mail  that  gave  analysts  a  flexible  and  informal  means  of 
exchanging  views  and  information.  The  NSA  experts  informed  me 
NSA  used  a  different  type  of  serial  number  to  identify  an  officially 
coordinated  and  approved  agency  product. 

And  had  it  been  issued  through  the  normal  procedures  that 
would  have  made  it  an  agency  position,  I  am  confident  that  Jerry 
Mooney's  superiors  would  have  asked  him  to  document  each  of  the 
assertions  that  he  made  in  that  lengthy  message  and  they  would 
have  found  that  they  were  unsubstantiated  by  the  facts. 

The  Chairman.  That's  the  lengthy  message. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  that's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  What  about  the  short  message,  the  single  line 
message  that  Senator  Smith  points  out  gives  rise  to  this  issue  of 
where  the  message  comes  from  within  the  45-minute  period  and 
how  you  make  a  judgment  at  that  point  in  time  about  that  message 
without  the  benefit  of  the  hindsight  and  the  knowledge  and  so 
forth  20  years  later? 

At  the  point  in  time  where  the  crash  took  place,  there  is  one 
message  that  comes  out  45  minutes  later,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  The  information  was  collected  ap- 
proximately five  and  a  half  hours  after  Baron  52  went  down;  and 
the  first  report  containing  a  translation  of  that  information  was 
issued  about  46  minutes  later. 

The  Chairman.  And  that  message  gets  transferred  to  somebody, 
to  where?  It  was  intercepted,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Relayed? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  I  spoke  with  one  of — sir,  I  fear  that  in  order  to 
answer  your  question  adequately,  Fm  going  to  be  close  to  getting 
into  classified  matters.  To  say  it  in  an  unclassified  way,  I  hope  it  is, 
the  best  evidence  we  have  in  terms  of  where  the  entity  was  that 
made  that  report,  the  initial  report,  that  was  acquired  by  our  serv- 
ices and  then,  in  turn,  reported  through  our  channels — the  best  in- 
formation we  have  on  that  is  the  analytical  comment  made  by  the 
person  who  issued  our  report,  the  initial  report. 

And  that  person,  whoever  he  was,  spelled  out  the  reasons  why  he 
believed  that  the  particular  entity  that  was  holding  the  four  pilots 
referred  to  in  the  text  of  the  initial  report  was  located  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Vinh.  And  I  later  was  able  to  track  down  one  of  the  two  per- 
sons who  was  aboard — he  would  have  been — either  he  or  his  col- 
league would  have  been  the  person  who  actually  acquired  that  in- 
formation and  issued  that  initial  report. 

Explicitly  indicated  in  the  introduction  to  his  2  May  1973  mes- 
sage that  he  based  his  analysis  on  information  contained  in  the 
single  intercept  collected  on  5  February  1973.  In  that  introduction, 
he  wrote  that  he  had  "reviewed  all  available  information  concern- 
ing the  four  fliers  mentioned  in  the  5  Feb  message  and  no  addition- 
al reflections  or  amplifying  information  concerning  the  disposition 
of  the  fliers  were  revealed.  For  your  information  and  consideration 
the  following  is  a  recap  of  the  intercept  and  some  observations  con- 
cerning this  subject." 

The  Chairman.  How  far  was  Vinh  from  the  crash  site? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  gosh,  that's  

Mr.  Sheetz.  It's  on  that  map.  It's  marked  on  that  map. 

The  Chairman.  240  miles? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  think  that's  correct.  I  have  it  written  down  here 
somewhere. 

Senator  Smith.  That  is  the  origin  of  the  message? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  240  miles. 

Senator  Smith.  That  is  the  origin  of  the  message.  It  did  not  say 
the  prisoners  were  there.  That  is  the  origin  of  the  message. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  I  beg  to  differ. 
Senator  Smith.  You  differ  with  that? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  My  recollection  is  different.  But  we're  still 
left  with  two  versions,  two  different  versions  of  that  one  sentence. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  got  to  begin  to  move  on. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Senator  Smith  also  mentioned — nowhere  in  either 
of  those  versions  is  there  any  mention  of  water,  is  there  any  men- 
tion of  making  reports,  mentions  of  a  Mr.  Von  and  all  the  other 
stuff  that  appears  in  that  2  May  message.  Where  that  information 
was  acquired  I  have  no  idea.  However,  I  do  know  that  Jerry 
Mooney  himself,  in  one  of  his  messages,  stated  explicitly  that  that 
initial  report  was  the  only  information  that  his  analysis  was  based 
on. 

So  I'm  left  to  conclude  that  most  of  the  detail  in  that  May  2  mes- 
sage was  just — it  was  fiction. 

Senator  Smith.  Excuse  me.  You  said  that  you  believed  the  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes. 

Senator  Smith.  You  just  did  not  believe  it  was  the  EC-47? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 
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Senator  Smith.  Well,  then,  it  is  not  a  fictional  message. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Most  of  the  information  in  Mr.  Mooney's  May  2 
message,  not  the  original  message,  most  of  the  information  in  Mr. 
Mooney's  May  2  message  is  fiction.  And  I  am  saying  that  I  believe 
the  original,  the  original  message,  is  quite  probably  true.  It  prob- 
ably relates  to  four  pilots. 

Senator  Smith.  Who  are  they? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  my  judgment — well,  first  off,  who  they  are  not. 
They  are  not  members  of  the  EC-47Q  crew. 
Senator  Smith.  Who  are  they? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  They  are  probably  pilots  or  airmen  from  the  Re- 
public of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  who  are  being  moved  to  north 
Vietnam.  There  were  several  ARVN  aircraft  that  are  downed, 
three  of  which  have  a  crew  of  four  and  could  have  had  passengers 
on  board.  Or  it  could  be  an  amalgam  of  several  crews.  There  are 
some  OV-lO's  down.  There  are  a  number  of  other  aircraft  down 
that  have  one  or  two  crew  members  on  board.  But  it  is  not  the  EC- 
47  crew. 

And  it  would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  the  EC-47,  that  the  sole 
province  of  candidates  for  that  message  is  the  EC-47  crew.  There's 
a  very  wide  province  of  candidates. 

The  Chairman.  I  take  it  this  area  was  outside  of  this  airplane's 
operating  area? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Were  they  still  in  communication  outside  of 
their  operating  area? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  understand  the  question. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  go  out  of  communication  in  any  way? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  the  air  crew.  The  last  communication  was 
in — let  me  double  check. 

The  Chairman.  I  seem  to  recall  you  said  there  was  a  report  of 
antiaircraft  fire  that  they  made  at  10  minutes. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  At  0140. 

The  Chairman.  At  0140. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  So,  there  were  20  minutes  remaining  between  the 
time  of  that  last  report  and  their  next  scheduled  routine  radio 
check.  So  there  was  a  20-minute  lapse. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  sorry.  During  the  course  of  the  20-minute 
lapse,  would  they  have  been  capable  of  flying  out  of  radio  commu- 
nication area? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No.  We  can  take  the  speed  of  that  aircraft  and 
with  the  known  location  of  the  crash  site,  we  can  make  some  very 
definitive  judgments. 

The  Chairman.  They  would  still  have  been  in  communication? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Certainly  with  an  airborne  aircraft. 
The  Chairman.  And  they  were  in  fact  in  communication  with  an 
airborne  aircraft. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  right. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  With  two  other  aircraft,  with  three  other  aircraft, 
Moonbeam  Airborne  Command  and  Control  Center,  Spector  20,  and 
Baron  62. 

The  Chairman.  And  did  all  of  those  aircraft  hear  the  message 
with  respect  to  the  antiaircraft  Are? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  The  only  thing  that's  in  the  record  is  that  it  was  a 
communication  between  Baron  52  and  Baron  62. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Baron  62  report  hearing  any  message  what- 
soever of,  I  am  hit,  we  are  hit,  we  are  going  down,  we  are  going  to 
have  to  bail  out  or  anything? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  None  whatsoever. 

The  Chairman.  None  whatsoever.  They  just  went  dead,  silent. 
Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  And  I  was  looking  for  the  refer- 
ence  

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  reason  that,  for  secrecy  or  for  any 
reason  at  all,  they  would  not  have  communicated  had  they  been  hit 
and  capable  of  it? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  commander,  in 
his  letters  to  the  next  of  kin,  goes  into  considerable  detail  about 
the  likelihood — the  unlikelihood — that  there  would  have  been  no 
communication.  He  believed  then  that  unless  there  had  been  some 
catastrophic  incident  that  caused  that  aircraft  to  plummet  at  high 
speed,  which  would  have — the  centrifugal  force  is  extrapolating  a 
little  bit  here,  but  the  centrifugal  forces  at  work  there  would  have 
prevented  the  crew  from — that's  a  good  point.  Let  me  digress  for  a 
moment. 

The  crew,  as  he  points  out  here,  the  crew  in  the  back  end,  the 
four  people  in  question  here,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  do  not  wear 
their  parachutes  while  they're  in  that  aircraft.  It's  hot,  it's  uncom- 
fortable and  in  fact,  prevents  them  from  accomplishing  their  as- 
signed mission  while  they're  in  that  aircraft. 

But  now  they're  trained  such  that  it  would — they  could,  within  2 
minutes,  suit  up.  That's  a  long  time.  They  also  pointed  out  that  be- 
cause of  the  altitude,  it's  cold  up  there,  so  they  fly  with  the  back 
door  shut,  and  it  would  take  another  several  seconds  or  a  minute  to 
release  that  door. 

If  this  aircraft  was  subjected  to  some  catastrophic  incident  that 
caused  it  to  go  into  an  uncontrolled  dive,  there  would  have 
been  

Senator  McCain.  It  would  have  been  easier  for  the  pilot  and  co- 
pilot to  get  out  than  the  ones  in  back. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  And  they  were  found  strapped  in 
their  seat,  according  to  this  comment  by  the  commander. 

Senator  McCain.  When  the  chute  is  deployed,  does  the  beeper 
automatically  go  off? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  It's  my  understanding  that  it  can  be — you  can  set 
it  so  it  either  goes  off  automatically  or  not. 

Senator  McCain.  We  do  not  know  in  this  case. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  In  this  case,  we  don't  know.  But  the  commander 
again,  the  man  who  is  responsible  for  their  training,  the  man  who 
knew  these  people  the  best,  he  says  that,  again  paraphrasing,  in 
his  judgment  it's  unlikely  that  at  least  one  of  those  crew  members 
would  not  have  triggered  his  communication,  his  emergency  com- 
munication device,  to  lead  rescue  aircraft  to  them  in  the  event  they 
had  gotten  out  of  that  aircraft. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Can  I  add  another  sort  of  sanity  point  here?  You've 
got  an  aircraft  that's  downed  in  the  dead  of  night  in  an  area  that's 
densely,  densely  forested,  so  much  so,  that  the  search  and  rescue 
helicopters  that  came  in  had  trouble  getting  their  jungle  penetra- 
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tors  down  through  to  get  the  men  on  the  ground  to  investigate  the 
crash  site. 

Yet,  if  we  were  to  believe  that  this  report  that  we  think  originat- 
ed from  the  Vinh  area  pertained  to  this  aircraft,  between  the  time 
period  when  the  aircraft  last  failed  its  radio  check  or  was  last 
heard  from  to  the  time  this  message  came  on,  why  we're  talking 
about,  clearly,  minutes. 

And  if  these  men  were  to  be  in  captivity,  they  would  have  had  to 
have  been  rounded  up  in  the  dead  of  night  in  an  extremely  densely 
packed  area.  When  four  guys,  if  they  were  to  have  gotten  out  of  an 
aircraft,  they  would  have  been  spread  over  quite  a  distance.  And 
just  the  ability  of  people  on  the  ground,  first  to  find  the  site  where 
the  crash  occurred,  then  to  round  up  four  guys  and  get  a  message 
on  the  wire  in  literally  minutes,  it  really  strains  your  judgment. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  to  jump  out  of  that  aircraft,  this  is  not  a  tac- 
tical aircraft  where  you  press  a  button  and  everybody  gets  out. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  it  takes  out  about  an  hour  to  go  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  or  a  half  mile,  let  alone  240  miles. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  And  these  people  would  have  also 
been — the  very  nature  of  that  aircraft,  to  get  out  of  the  back  they 
would  have  had  to  have  jumped,  physically  jumped,  out  of  the  rear 
of  that  aircraft  one  at  a  time.  They  would  have  been  strung  out. 
They  would  have  been  dispersed  over  some  area,  which  further 
complicates  the  process  of  locating  these  four  individuals  in  that 
time  period  in  that  terrain. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  I  might  add,  this  isn't  an  unconfigured  cargo  C- 
47.  We're  talking  about  one  that,  the  back  end  of  it  is  literally 
jammed  with  electronics.  The  guys  have  little  tiny  cubbyholes  that 
they've  got  to  work  in,  receiver  stations,  and  there's  a  narrow, 
narrow  little  path  that  they've  got  to  walk  down  the  middle  of  it. 
This  is  an  extremely  cramped  and  crowded  aircraft. 

And  the  likelihood  of  their  being  able  to  get  out  of  an  aircraft 
that's  in  a  power  dive,  that's  perhaps  spinning  out  of  control  once 
centrifugal  forces  are  at  work,  strapped  into  their  listening  sta- 
tions, to  have  gotten  out  of  that,  to  have  gone  up  to  the  rack  on  the 
bulkhead,  grabbed  the  parachute,  put  it  on  and  gotten  out  of  the 
aircraft,  it  really  strains  credulity. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  If  there  was  time  to  do  that,  there  certainly  would 
have  been  time  for  somebody  in  that  aircraft  to  have  used  one  of 
their  radios  to  make  a  mayday  call,  a  distress  call. 

Senator  McCain.  Mr.  Chairman,  could  I  just  ask  one  more?  So, 
Mr.  DeStatte,  the  reason  why  you  are  affirming  your  previous  testi- 
mony was  because  you  do  not  view  that  message  as  evidence  relat- 
ing to  the  crash  of  the  airplane? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Is  it  accurate  to  say  that  other  people  do? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  It's  accurate  to  say  that  other  people  had  a  great 
deal  of  faith  in  that  May  2  message  that  Jerry  Mooney  published.  I 
think  I'm  also  confident  that  each  of  those  persons,  apprised  of  the 
full  facts  on  that  issue,  would  change  their  view.  And  I  think  it's 
truly  tragic.  I  think  some  of  those  men  have  lived  all  these  years 
with  the  sincere  belief  that  here  was  a  good  case  and  it  was  a  good 
case  because  they  believed,  NSA  said  it  was  a  good  case.  They  were 
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unaware  that  Sergeant  Jerry  Mooney  said  that  it  was  a  good  case. 
And  that's  the  only  person  that  said  it  was  a  good  case. 
The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith,  Laos. 

Senator  McCain.  Mr.  Chairman,  are  we  going  to  lunch  today? 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  have  got  to  keep  it  moving  here  because 
we  are  now  a  little  bit  behind. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  if  I  could,  there  is  one  point  that's  left  hang- 
ing, that  17  May  message.  Very  quickly,  that  message  came  to  us 
because  the  text  of  that  message  made  it  appear  that  it  could 
relate  to  a  downed  aircraft.  There  were  two  subsequent  messages 
that  came  from  the  same  source  that  didn't  reach  us  because  the 
text  of  those  messages  was  clear  that  they  were  not  related  to  a 
missing  aircraft.  In  fact,  what  that  related  to  was  an  F-4  that  was 
struck,  caught  on  fire,  and  flew  off  to  the  west.  And  the  command 
of  the  organization  that  reported  having  hit  that  aircraft  was  in- 
structing its  subordinates  to  go  out  and  try  to  find  the  wreckage 
and  confirm  whether  or  not  it  went  down,  and  it  gave  them  a  time 
limit  to  do  that. 

Now,  that  aircraft  was  an  F-4.  It  was  flying  over  western  Quang 
Tri  Province,  and  it  was  struck  at  0900  hours  on,  I  believe — I'm 
speak  from — on  the  16th  or  17th  of  February.  It  was  not  an  EC-47, 
it  was  not  the  5th  of  February,  and  it  was  not  in  Laos.  And  that 
was  at  9  a.m.  in  the  morning  on  that  date.  At  1220  hours  that  same 
date,  an  F-4  aircraft  requested  emergency  landing  permission  at 
Ubon  air  base.  I  was  unable  to  confirm  conclusively  that  that  was 
the  same  aircraft,  but  when  we  take  a  look  at  the  date,  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  time,  in  all  likelihood,  that's  the  aircraft. 

Senator  Smith.  Let's  try  to  shift  gears.  I've  been  asked  to  intro- 
duce the  Oudamsai  cluster  in  terms  of  an  overview.  And  the  staff — 
I  think  we  have  maps  and  things  up  here  to  indicate  it.  The  staff 
plotted  on  the  map  approximately  445  sightings  that  alleged  Amer- 
icans in  captivity  in  Laos.  60  of  those  are  first-hand,  and  395  are 
second-  and  third-hand.  The  staff  chose  this  region,  it's  a  very 
remote  region  in  northern  Laos,  and  it  spans  the  southern  part  of 
Phong  Saly  Province  and  the  northern  part  of — I'm  not  good  at 
these  pronunciations  here — Luang  Prabang. 

For  ease  of  reference,  let's  call  it  the  Oudamsai  area,  because  the 
district  of  Oudamsai  is  central  to  much  of  the  reporting  that  we 
are  talking  about.  This  is  the  area  in  which  the  Chinese  built  a 
road  in  the  1960's  from  the  Chinese  border  almost  to  Luang  Pra- 
bang. And  few  U.S.  air  or  other  operations  took  place  in  this  area, 
compared  to  other  parts  of  Laos  such  as  the  Plain  of  Jars.  Other 
than  the  Chinese  road,  during  the  war  there  were  really  no  strate- 
gic targets  in  this  region,  so  it  seems  a  little  bit  strange  that  sight- 
ings would  appear  there. 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  decided  to  plot  those.  The  30 
sightings  after  Homecoming,  because  of  that  I  think  merit  special 
attention.  There  are  far  more  and  more  detailed  sightings  of  al- 
leged Americans  in  captivity  in  this  area  since  Homecoming  than 
would  normally  be  the  case.  If  you  look  at  the  examples  of  other 
live  sightings,  they  tend  to  be  areas  where  prisoners  were  held  and 
we  knew  there  were  prisoner  activity.  In  this  case,  that  is  not  so. 

The  30  sighting  reports  concern  five  related  prison  locations.  Six 
of  the  sightings  are  first-hand,  24  are  second-  or  third-hand.  One  of 
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the  six,  file  13347,  is  a  sighting  dated  prior  to  Homecoming.  It  is 
included  because  it  is  still  under  analysis  and  demonstrates  the 
continuity  of  reporting  from  the  region.  It  was  not  posted  on  this 
map  because  the  date  is  1971. 

The  prisons  involved  have  rather  exotic  names.  It  sounds  strange 
to  the  American  ear,  I  guess.  I  will  do  my  best  to  pronounce  them. 
Oudamsai  has  already  been  discussed;  Muong  Khoua,  Moung  Noi, 
Nam  Bac,  and  Houey  Lang.  Those  prisons  and  camps  are  dispersed 
widely  and  seem  rather  unconnected  when  you  look  at  it  superfi- 
cially. They  don't  look  like  a  cluster  in  a  visual  sense.  They  don't 
cluster  in  a  visual  sense,  as  a  location.  But  the  sources  relate  link- 
ages among  these  prisons  that  are  not  obvious  as  you  look  at  the 
map. 

So  the  first  glance  in  that  region,  I  don't  know  if  anybody  could 
point  to  it  or  not,  at  first  glance,  the  flags  on  that  map  do  not  clus- 
ter or  do  not  seem  to  until  you  begin  reading  the  reports.  U.S.  in- 
telligence had  reports  of  Americans  held  in  this  region  as  early  as 
1968.  In  1971,  a  CIA  assessment  reported  POW's  held  in  Oudamsai, 
and  DIA  still  carries  an,  I  believe  in  1971,  eyewitness  sighting  of 
three  pilots  in  Oudamsai  which  is  still  under  analysis. 

But  what  do  the  reports  say  after  Homecoming?  That  is  really 
what  we  are  concerned  with.  The  reports  after  Homecoming  have 
disclosed  some  rather  distinctive  features  of  the  camp  system. 
First,  the  dispersal  pattern  tends  to  hide  the  fact  that  the  prisons 
work  together.  They  move  people  around,  they  support  each  other, 
according  to  the  sources.  Terrain,  weather,  difficulties  of  support  in 
a  very  remote  area  contribute  to  interaction  among  the  camps.  I 
think  Senator  Kerry  and  I  saw  evidence  of  that  just  traveling  in 
the  area  of  Laos,  not  in  this  particular  area,  but  traveling  through- 
out Laos. 

Second,  the  Nam  Ou  and  Nam  Bac  rivers  are  the  lifeline  of  this 
region  because  of  the  underdeveloped  road  net.  So  several  sources 
have  sighted  American  POW's  in  movement  by  boat  on  the  water- 
way. That  is  what  they  say.  The  sources  are  consistent  in  reporting 
that  the  alleged  Americans  are  held  apart  in  caves  or  camps,  and 
that  the  caves  and  the  camps  are  near  major  prisons  and  reeduca- 
tion and  work  camps  for  the  Lao,  but  not  directly  accessible  or  ob- 
servable. 

So  the  alleged  American  POW's  are  not  held  with  any  Lao  pris- 
oners or  any  other  prisoners.  The  sightings  almost  always  occur 
under  very  distinctive  conditions.  The  sources  of  the  sightings  often 
were  on  work  details  or  were  providing  service  to  a  camp  when 
they  saw  the  prisoners.  The  alleged  POW's  themselves  are  away 
from  the  place  of  captivity  when  the  sighting  occurs.  So  the  POW's 
are  sighted  not  by  inmates  of  the  Lao  camps,  in  this  case,  but  by 
trustees,  by  guards,  by  those  providing  food  or  other  services  to  the 
camp  holding  these  Americans. 

Over  half  of  the  30  sources  and  subsources  fall  into  these  catego- 
ries of  observation.  Several  of  the  hearsay  reports  relate  remarks 
by  Laotian  officials  that  American  POW's  are  held  in  the  area.  The 
reports  have  been  received  continuously  since  1973  and  all  the  way 
up  through  1989.  After  Homecoming  but  prior  to  1979,  those  re- 
ports are  consistent  in  reporting  sightings  that  total  less  than  10 
POW's  in  this  region. 
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Now,  in  1979,  the  Chinese  launched  an  attack  against  Vietnam 
and  into  the  1980's  the  reports  are  consistent  in  reporting  double 
that  number  after  that  attack.  From  1986  to  1989,  three  separate 
human  sources  have  reported  between  16  and  21  POW's  held  in 
this  region. 

Now,  there  is  some  other  intelligence  data.  The  staff  investiga- 
tors originally  were  somewhat  confused  by  the  reporting  from  this 
region  because  no  pattern  seemed  to  develop.  There  was  no  imme- 
diate cluster,  nothing  obvious,  until  they  discovered  the  blowup  or 
the  declassified  reports  from  Laos.  And  on  December  2,  1980,  a  Lao 
authority  had  information  that  transfer  of  20  American  and  16  Lao 
POW's  from  Oudamsai  Province  to  Vientiane  took  place. 

Where  is  that  message?  John,  can  you  read  the  message?  My 
copy,  I  cannot  read. 

Mr.  McCreary.  It  was  a  verbatim  transcript,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  What  I  just  read  was  verbatim? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes. 

Senator  Smith.  It  was  a  verbatim  transcript.  Again,  a  message, 
quote:  Transfer  of  20  American  and  16  Lao  POW/MIA's  from  Ou- 
damsai Province  to  Vientiane  to  take  place.  That  is  what  it  said, 
and  I  will  ask  your  comment  on  that  in  a  minute. 

Oudamsai  is  the  second  area  of  Laos  presented  in  this  hearing 
for  which  we  have  national  technical  information  that  states 
American  prisoners  of  war  were  held  in  Laos  after  Homecoming. 
And  our  investigation  to  date  indicates  that  there  are  two  more 
such  areas  in  Laos.  We  are  not  going  to  get  into  all  of  those  today. 
But  I  want  to  point  out  the  difference  here  in  this  one  as  it  was, 
frankly,  in  the  last  one  where  we  spent  so  much  time  on  the  EC- 
47,  and  the  part  that  makes  it  very  difficult  for  me  to  understand 
the  techniques  of  analysis  here  is  not  only  do  we  have  source  re- 
porting which  the  DIA  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  on  and  we 
have  gone  through,  we  have  also  taken  that  source  reporting  using 
their  data  and  clustered  it  in  the  ways  that  we  talked  about.  And 
you  may  disagree  or  agree  on  the  two  types  of  analysis.  They 
should  complement  each  other. 

But  in  this  case,  as  in  the  case  of  the  EC-47,  we  now  have  other 
data  that  is  not  source,  it  is  not  cluster,  it  is  technical.  And  at  this 
point  we  have  not  heard  any  testimony  from  any  of  the  folks  in  the 
agencies  that  any  of  this  technical  data  is  accurate  in  terms  of 
being  American  POW's.  I  do  not  understand  that.  I  find  that  very 
contradictory  that  we  could  have  these  huge  means  of  collecting 
data  which  we  cannot  get  into  in  public  session,  but  it  is  intelli- 
gence data.  Some  of  it  is  imagery,  in  this  case  radio  traffic.  Radio 
traffic  is  either  good  or  it  is  not  good.  If  it  is  not  good,  then  we 
ought  not  to  do  it.  And  why  is  it  bad  in  the  case  of  identifying  traf- 
fic on  POW's  and  good  for  everything  else? 

So  a  follow-up  report  from  Laos  of  the  same  type  indicates  at 
least  some  of  the  POW's  sent  to  Vientiane  were  moved  to  southern 
Laos.  The  number  20  stated  in  the  document  up  there  is  close  to 
the  numbers  sighted  in  two  separate  sighting  reports,  both  hearsay, 
but  reports,  one  in  1986  and  one  in  1989  from  the  same  location.  So 
we  have  got  technical  means  identifying  a  number,  we  have  got 
two — we  have  two  sighting  reports  identifying  a  similar  number, 
and  finally,  although  aerial  photography  really  does  not  detect  the 
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presence  of  Americans  in  captivity — it  is  good,  but  it  is  not  that 
good — it  has  helped  verify  the  existence  of  camps  or  prisons  report- 
ed by  three  of  the  sources  who  claimed  to  have  seen  Americans  in 
captivity. 

So  let  me  conclude  on  this  point  and  then  take  the  response  or 
questions,  whatever  may  be  the  case.  Regarding  the  DIA  handling 
of  these  sources,  30  sightings  have  been  made  by  29  separate  indi- 
viduals. Six  of  the  reports  are  from  eyewitnesses  and  the  remain- 
der are  second-hand  sightings.  DIA  has  conducted  evaluations  of 
four  first-hand  sightings  and  one  hearsay  report.  The  two  eyewit- 
ness sightings,  cases  number  770  and  9081,  and  one  hearsay  report, 
case  9051,  are  deemed  fabrications.  So  two  eyewitness  sightings  and 
one  hearsay  are  deemed  fabrications.  Two  first-hand  sightings  were 
judged  to  be  sightings  of  non-U. S.  persons  and  two  first-hand  re- 
ports and  23  hearsay  reports  are  still  under  analysis.  So  we  have  a 
huge  number — 25  reports  in  this  area  out  of  the  30 — that  are  still 
under  analysis  according  to  DIA.  So  none  of  the  files  examined 
refer  to  the  technical  documents  shown  on  the  blowups. 

So  I  guess  in  summary  what  concerns  the  committee  investiga- 
tors is  a  very  remote  area,  not  one  where  a  lot  of  sightings  were, 
any  prisoner  activity  during  the  war.  Two,  we  have  25  unresolved 
out  of  the  30  that  we  are  talking  about,  which  we  would  hope  we 
could  get  some  explanation  for  regarding  from  the  sources.  And 
thirdly,  a  technical  means  supporting  some  of  this  live  sighting 
data,  which  is  not  always  the  case.  So  for  that  reason  we  chose  this 
one  as  one  of  the  clusters,  not  because  of  a  priority  in  terms  of 
some  of  the — I  think  Mr.  Sydow  yesterday  talked  about  some  prior- 
ities. It  is  not  our  intention  to  make  it  necessarily  a  priority  in 
terms  of  sightings,  but  it  is  our  intention  to  use  this  and  the  reason 
why  we  bring  it  up,  to  use  it  as  an  example  of  technical  means  and 
source  and  cluster  analysis  all  put  together  in  one  location  in  an 
area  that  is  very  remote,  that  is  not  easily  accessible,  that  has  not 
been — we  have  not  readily  had  access  to,  and  to  offer  some  expla- 
nation in  terms  of  analysis  as  to  why  this  would  be  the  case  and 
how  valid  this  information  may  be. 

That  gives  an  overview  of  it.  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Do  we  have  a  response? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  a  lot  of  grist  in  that. 

Mr.  Gray.  First  of  all,  sir,  yesterday  you  were  talking  about  tech- 
nical means  indicating  that  POW's  were  being  held  in  Laos  after 
1973,  and  you  showed  a  blowup  yesterday  that  indicated  being 
moved  from  Viengxay  to  Vientiane  to  southern  Laos  and  you  asked 
what  do  we  know  about  that,  and  I  said  until  we  put  that  in  con- 
text we  really  don't  know. 

We  checked  that  out,  and  I  can  tell  you  exactly  what  that  report 
was  about.  And  this,  as  you  indicated,  was  a  technical  means.  This 
report  was  a  conversation  between  two  Thai  units  in  Thailand.  It 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Laos.  The  U.S.  Government  representatives 
in  Thailand  went  to  the  Thais  and  said  we  want  more  information 
as  to  what  this  is  all  about.  The  Thais  indicated  they  had  nothing. 
They  checked  into  it,  determined  that  the  original  unit  that  report- 
ed the  information  had  talked  to  a  human  source.  The  human 
source  was  identified,  contacted,  and  interviewed.  He  indicated 
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that  that  information  was  hearsay  that  he  obtained  from  people 
inside  Laos. 

Based  on  the  information,  demarches  were  made  to  the  Lao  Gov- 
ernment and  they  were  asked  for  further  information.  They  had 
none.  They  could  not  explain  this  report.  The  Thais  could  provide 
no  further  information.  Extensive  imagery  analysis  was  conducted 
of  the  area  into  which  the  POW's  were  supposed  to  be  moved. 
There  was  no  indication  at  all  of  any  activity  in  that  area.  The 
bottom  line  on  the  technical  report  was  it  was  without  foundation. 
There  was  no  proof  of  this  report  having  anything  to  do  with 
American  POW's. 

Senator  Smith.  You  are  talking  about  the  message? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  The  previous  report  that  you  showed  yester- 
day which  mentioned  Vientiane,  Viengxay,  and  then  being  moved 
to  the  south. 

Senator  Smith.  What  about  this  report  here? 

Mr.  Gray.  We'll  have  to  check  this  one  and  put  it  into  context 
and  see  what  it's  all  about.  That  report  has  been  checked  out  to  the 
same  extent.  We'll  check  it  out  and  find  out  exactly  what  hap- 
pened. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  guess  the  critical  summary  of  not  this  one  but  the 
one  that  Mr.  Gray  just  talked  about  is  it's  really  not  an  intercept. 
It's  not  a  national  technical  piece  of  intelligence  that  you  would 
perhaps  want  to  give  more  credence  to.  It's  hearsay  information 
that  was  picked  up  through  a  human  source  that  then  was  broad- 
cast over  the  airwaves. 

Senator  Smith.  That's  this  message  here? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No,  no.  The  prior  one. 

Mr.  Gray.  Which  is  down  on  the  floor  over  there. 

Senator  Smith.  Yeah,  okay.  We  have  got  to  be  careful  what  we 
say  about  the  origins  of  these  messages,  I  understand  that.  But  my 
information  is  that  in  this  case  that  this  message  did  come  from  a 
good  source,  reliable  source,  and  so  you  are  not  prepared  to  discuss 
that  one. 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay. 

Mr.  Gray.  We'll  put  that  message  into  context  and  we'll  find  out 
exactly  what  happened. 

Senator  Smith.  Do  you  want  to  move  into  the  live  sightings? 

Mr.  Gray.  There's  no  evidence  in  all  of  the  reports  that  have 
been  analyzed  in  the  past  that  American  POW's  were  there.  We 
have  worked  very  closely  with  NSA  in  this  regard.  They've  gone 
back  and  checked  our  request  many,  many  times,  all  the  reporting, 
and  it's  simply  not  there  that  American  POW's  were  held  in  Laos 
after  Homecoming  and  moved  within  the  country.  There's  simply 
no  evidence  there. 

When  you  look  at  the  clusters  that  have  been  put  together  here, 
you've  brought  into  play  Oudamsai  Province,  Phong  Saly  Province, 
and  Luang  Prabang  Province,  as  opposed  to  just  Oudamsai  Prov- 
ince. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay,  so  without  getting  into  the  specifics  of  that 
message,  you  have  no  other  means,  collecting  means,  of  informa- 
tion that  would  substantiate,  other  than  source  analysis,  any  analy- 
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sis  of  other  technical  means  that  would  substantiate  what  any  of 
those  sources  said  regarding  American  POW's? 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  correct.  When  you  consider  the  technical 
means  and  all  the  other  sources  that  have  been  interviewed, 
there's  no  indication  that  POW's  were  there  or  that  POW's  were 
being  moved. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  this  message  does,  but  you  are  not  familiar 
with  that  so  I  am  not  going  to  press  you  on  that.  But  are  you 
aware  of  that  message?  Do  you  concede  the  message  exists? 

Mr.  Gray.  We've  seen  that  message  in  the  past,  absolutely. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay.  I  think  the  chairman  and  I  wish  to  quickly 
go  through  some  of  these  sightings,  the  numbered  sightings  that  we 
have,  to  try  to  get  a  little  insight  as  we  have  in  the  other  clusters 
as  to  your  reasoning  for  the  conclusions  that  you  have  drawn.  Is  it 
the  chairman's  wish  that  we  go  through  the  lunch  hour?  It  is  not 
my  wish,  but  he  is  the  chairman.  I'll  put  him  on  the  spot. 

The  Chairman.  Let's  go  through  another  20  minutes,  and  then 
we  will  recess  for  an  hour. 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  there  are  a  couple  of  points  that  should  be  made 
with  regard  to  all  three  provinces  which  have  been  drawn  into  this 
cluster. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  get  caught  up  here  administratively. 
I  think  we  are  going  to  have  a  few  back-to-back  roll  calls  at  2:15. 
Okay,  let  us  get  through  one  of  these  live  sightings  and  then  we 
will  come  back. 

Senator  Smith.  The  source  995  was  a  Lao  refugee,  truck  convoy, 
23  June  1981.  You  have  that  one,  right?  He  said  that  in  1978  he 
saw  five  or  six  Caucasians  in  captivity  at  a  camp  west  of  Muang 
Khoua.  He  was  accompanying  the  supply  truck  delivery,  saw  the 
POW's  in  chains  in  the  rear  view  mirror  being  taken  to  bathe,  et 
cetera.  The  background  is  that  he  did  not  disclose  this  information 
during  an  interview  in  November  1979.  He  revealed  his  informa- 
tion after  he  was  resettled  in  the  U.S. 

DIA  administered  two  polygraph  tests,  both  of  which  indicated 
no  deception  as  to  his  sightings.  He  was  also  interviewed  two  subse- 
quent times  and  his  story  remains  consistent.  Now,  995  lied  about 
his  family  history  and  connections  and  admitted  it,  but  both  poly- 
graph tests  registered  deception  as  to  family  background  but  no  de- 
ception regarding  POW's,  is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Is  that  unusual?  It  is  a  little  unusual,  is  not  it? 

Mr.  Gray.  It's  unusual  for  a  refugee  to  use  someone  else's  name 
to  get  into  the  refugee  system  and  to  get  into  the  United  States 
and  then  admit  that  he  did  that.  He  went  on  to  admit  many,  many 
other  things  with  regard  to  his  background  which  certainly  are  not 
relevant  to  this  case.  But  just  the  background  factors  with  regard 
to  this  source  raised  some  questions  as  to  who  he  was  and  what  he 
was  all  about. 

Senator  Smith.  There  is  some  very  negative  background  on  the 
individual  in  the  record. 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  Very  much  so. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  there  anything — I  mean,  is  that  the  total 
reason  for  making  a  determination  this  was  a  fabrication? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  We  never  said  this  was  a  fabrication. 
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The  Chairman.  Okay.  So  what  is  the  status? 

Mr.  Gray.  The  determination  was  that  this  individual  saw  Sovi- 
ets in  the  area  of  Muang  Khoua,  a  group  of  Soviets. 

The  Chairman.  That's  the  final  determination? 

Senator  Smith.  Yes,  the  final  determination.  But  what  I  am 
trying  to  establish  here  is  a  pattern  in  terms  of  your  analysis.  Let 
me  see  if  I  can  say  it  this  way:  You  have  an  individual  who  passed 
two  polygraphs  regarding  saying  he  saw  POW's,  yet  he  flunked  the 
polygraph  regarding  his  family  questions.  He  had  a  horrible  back- 
ground, convicted  of  molesting  a  minor  and  a  criminal  record  and 
so  forth,  so  that  would  tend  to  take  away  credibility.  Yet  what  he 
saw,  he  apparently  saw  what  he  saw,  but  you're  saying  that  they 
were  Russians  rather  than  Americans.  So  are  you  concluding  that 
he  did  see  Caucasians,  is  that  your  conclusion? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  He  never  said  he  saw  American  POW's.  He 
said  that  he  saw  Caucasians  in  the  camp. 

Senator  Smith.  I  see. 

Mr.  Gray.  He  was  inconsistent  as  to  where  the  camp  was,  what 
the  people  were  doing  when  he  saw  them.  For  example,  in  the  first 
few  interviews  he  said  simply  he  had  seen  Caucasians  in  the  camp 
and  been  told  by  a  guard  that  these  were  American  POW's  or 
Americans.  Later,  he  said  I  saw  Caucasians  and  they  were  draped 
in  chains  and  they  were  going  to  a  nearby  pond  to  take  a  bath. 
Further  interviews  were  done,  and  there  were  no  indications  about 
the  chains.  So  he  was  inconsistent  as  to  what  he  reported. 

Now,  when  he  was  polygraphed,  he  was  not  asked  if  he  had  seen 
people  in  chains.  He  was  asked  only  about  the  Caucasians  that  he 
had  seen  and  the  fact  that  the  guards  had  told  him  that  those  were 
Americans. 

Senator  Smith.  This  is  not  meant  to  be  a  humorous  question.  Do 
we  have  any  evidence  of  the  Soviets  ever  being  in  chains,  or  tied, 
or  imprisoned  by  the  Vietnamese? 

Mr.  Gray.  No  sir,  no  evidence  at  all.  We  do  have  evidence — we 
do  have  a  lot  of  evidence  that  Soviets  were  in  this  area  at  this  time 
and  that  they  moved  about  in  groups  of  4,  6,  8  and  10  men.  They 
were  there  at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  going  to  recess  at  this  point  and  then 
come  back  at  2:45,  because  of  the  votes  this  afternoon.  That  will 
hopefully  allow  us  to  go  on  uninterrupted.  We  will  go  through  the 
remainder  of  the  live  sighting  reports  with  respect  to  Laos  and  cur- 
rent progress  in  current  reports.  We  stand  in  recess  until  2:45. 

[Whereupon,  at  1:12  p.m.,  the  hearing  recessed.] 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  come  back  to  order.  My 
apologies  to  everybody  for  the  delay.  As  you  can  tell  from  all  the 
lights,  we  have  had  some  back-to-back  votes  and  we  had  a  small 
legislative  logjam  which  just  tied  us  up  a  little  bit  from  getting 
back  here  and  I  appreciate  your  patience,  and  I  apologize  for  the 
delay. 

We  were  on  the  last  area  of  live  sighting  reports  from  the  so- 
called  cluster  groupings  and  specifically  on  the  Oudamsai  area  of 
Laos.  We  looked  at  number  0995  and  you  had  offered  us  your  rea- 
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sons  as  to  why  0995  was  deemed  to  be — initially  concerns  about 
fabrication  and  finally  it  was  Soviets  who  were  determined  to  be  in 
their  place.  Do  you  have  anything  to  add  to  that  or  do  we  move  on 
to  the  next  one? 

Mr.  Gray.  Well  sir,  with  regard  to  indications  that  live  American 
POW's  were  in  this  area  

The  Chairman.  Can  you  pull  the  mike  close? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  are  indications  that  over  2,000  Soviets  were  in- 
country  between  this  period  and  into  the  eighties. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  of  them  were  indicated  to  be  under 
guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  Most  of  those  Soviets — practically  all  of  those  Soviets 
who  moved  about  the  country  were  under  guard. 
The  Chairman.  With  guards? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  that  was  the  normal  practice,  guards  or  es- 
corts for  their  protection,  primarily  because  of  the  resistance  ele- 
ments throughout  the  country.  Now,  it  should  be  noted  that  this 
area  where  these  

The  Chairman.  It  was  particularly  unsafe,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  it  was  unsafe. 

The  Chairman.  I  might  add,  it  remains  unsafe  up  until  today. 
There  were  areas  we  flew  over  where  we  were  not  allowed  to  fly 
low  because  of  the  threat  of  our  being  shot  at,  and  that  is  in  1992. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  same  situation.  And  the  area  of  the  sighting 
that  this  individual  has  reported  up  in  Muang  Khoua,  Phong  Saly 
Province,  is  an  area  in  which  the  resistance  has  accessed  and 
moves  through  at  will,  so  the  resistance  is  well  attuned  to  the  POW 
issue  and  has  been  for  years. 

The  Chairman.  But  principally,  it  is  deduction  that  leads  you  to 
say  it  is  Soviets.  It  is  not  anything  empirical  here,  it  is  deduction, 
correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Coupled  with  the  additional  elements  of  your  de- 
termination that  led  you  to  believe  this  person  was  evasive  or  fab- 
ricating. Is  that  right? 

Mr.  Gray.  No  sir,  we've  never  indicated  that  he  was  fabricating. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  I  have  here,  resolution,  interim  fabrica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  one  of  the  earlier  evaluations,  the  final  evalua- 
tion was  

The  Chairman.  That  contradicts  what  you  just  said.  You  said 
there  never  was  any  indication  of  fabrication.  Here  is  a  written  in- 
dication of  fabrication. 

Mr.  Gray.  There  were  several  noted  inconsistencies  in  what  the 
source  had  to  say. 

The  Chairman.  But  initially  you  thought  it  might  be  fabrication, 
correct? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

Mr.  Gray.  The  analysts  working  this  case  thought  it  was  fabrica- 
tion, absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  And  subsequently,  you  said  no,  it  is  not  fabrica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  right. 

The  Chairman.  But  rather  were  convinced  that  he  saw  Soviets. 
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Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  Based  on  the  information  we  gained  in  the 
mid  to  late  eighties,  it  was  determined  Soviets  were  in  this  area. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  only  thing  that  allows  you  to  draw  it, 
Soviets  were  in  the  area,  therefore,  it  was  Soviets? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  have  again  a  body  of  reporting  who  were  held  in 
this  area  in  seminar  camps  who  were  able  to  move  throughout  the 
province,  and  they  say  there  were  Soviets  in  the  area.  There  were 
no  American  POW's. 

The  Chairman.  Approximately  how  many  interviews  provide  the 
basis  of  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  did  60  within  our  office,  and  as  I  indicated  yester- 
day, when  you  take  into  account  JCRC  interviews  and  Stoney 
Beach  interviews,  you're  talking  well  over  1,000.  We  also  have  a 
screening  project  ongoing  in  Thailand  among  the  refugee  camps  of 
Bin  Vin  Dai  and  Chin  Kiao,  and  we  have  thus  far  screened  over 
1,000  people  of  42,000,  and  that's  our  goal,  to  screen  all  of  them. 
They  say  there  are  no  POW's  in  that  whole  area. 

The  Chairman.  Going  back  to  the  Baron  52  thing  for  one 
minute,  a  question  occurred  to  me  when  I  was  on  the  Senate  floor. 
Did  the  one  sentence  interception  that  was  transferred  and  later 
reinterpreted,  did  either  of  those  interpretations  of  the  one  sen- 
tence mention  the  word  American? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Thev  exclusively  referred  to  pilot  or  pirate? 
Mr.  DeStatte.  That  s  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you.  Now,  let  us  turn  to  source  5169.  This 
is  a  DIA  interview  in  May  1986,  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  Army 
master  sergeant.  The  date  of  his  sighting  or  his  investigation  was 
March  1977.  The  sighting  asserts  that  he  saw  an  inmate  at  the 
Houey  Lang  prison,  Muang  Khoua  source  saw  Caucasians  being 
transferred  under  guard  from  a  truck  to  a  riverboat. 

The  source  was  on  a  work  detail  away  from  the  prison.  Cauca- 
sians were  not  shackled,  but  were  guarded  by  four  Lao  police.  The 
prisoners  wore  seminar  cap  uniforms  and  Chinese  shoes.  A  Lao 
guard  of  source's  work  detail  told  this  source  that  the  prisoners 
were  American  POW's  being  moved  down  river  from  Oudamsai  be- 
cause of  resistance  activity  and  were  to  be  flown  to  a  prison  in 
southern  Laos. 

Resolution,  nationality  not  determined.  But  you  did  determine 
that  they  were  not  United  States  POW's.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  United  States  POW's,  no  sir.  Indications  were  that 
these  were  Soviets  again. 

The  Chairman.  Again,  what  is  the  indication  they  were  Soviets? 

Mr.  Gray.  They  were  dressed  in  blue  uniforms.  The  Soviets  in 
this  area  dressed  in  either  blue  or  olive-drab  uniforms.  They  trav- 
eled in  groups;  in  this  case  eight  came  to  the  riverbank  and  got  on 
a  boat.  They  were  on  a  truck  which  was  probably  a  Soviet  truck 
and  escorted  by  Lao  police. 

The  Chairman.  None  of  them  were  restrained  in  any  manner. 

Mr.  Gray.  None  of  them  were  restrained,  no  sir.  We  asked  this 
source  to  come  to  Washington  for  further  interview.  We  also  asked 
him  to  take  a  polygraph  but  he  refused  in  both  cases  to  cooperate. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  learn  of  a  10-person  Soviet  advisory 
team  assigned  there? 
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Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  were  also  seven  Chinese  prisoners,  but 
this  person  said  specifically  that  these  were  seven  Caucasians? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  I  assume  that  eliminates  the  Chinese. 

Mr.  Gray.  We  had  thought  all  along  he  was  looking  at  Soviets  as 
opposed  to  the  Chinese,  because  the  Chinese  were  held  at  Houey 
Lang  camp  also,  where  he  was  held. 

The  Chairman.  You  determined  that  the  teams  traveled  by  Rus- 
sian truck  from  Muang  Khoua  and  they  were  escorted  by  armed 
Lao  personnel? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  a  common  practice. 

The  Chairman.  And  they  were  working  throughout  that  area 
from  1986  through  1983? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  they  were  indeed. 

The  Chairman.  The  Caucasians  were  not  restrained  and  they  ap- 
peared to  be  under  escort  rather  than  under  guard.  Did  the  source 
confirm  that,  that  they  were  under  escort  rather  than  guard? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  That  distinction  was  never  made  with  the 
source. 

The  Chairman.  So  again,  your  determination  that  this  is — 

Mr.  Gray.  These  were  Soviets  moving  throughout  the  area, 
which  would  account  for  his  having  sighted  Caucasians.  The  Sovi- 
ets were  in  this  area.  Other  sources  from  the  same  seminar  camp 
say  there  were  no  American  POW's  there. 

The  Chairman.  Moreover,  he  does  not  say  that  he  noticed  Ameri- 
cans per  se,  he  says  here  that  he  learned  they  were  American 
POW's.  Is  this  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  he  saw  Caucasians. 

The  Chairman.  Now  again,  is  that  sufficient?  Help  us  to  under- 
stand the  sort  of  anal5d:ical  process  and  standards  that  are  applied 
here.  You  are  making  really  a  deduction  again.  Here  are  two  de- 
ductions by  which  you  eliminate  this  particular  live  sighting 
report.  Is  that  a  deduction  that  you  can  have  confidence  in,  or  is 
that  a  deduction  that  is  merely  a  kind  of,  well,  here  is  one  way  to 
explain  it,  but  which  also  might  lend  credibility  to  people's  notion 
about  a  mindset  to  debunk. 

And  if  you  want  to  find  a  Russian  you  can  find  a  Russian,  but 
you  do  not  necessarily  dispositively  ascertain  that  it  is  not  what  it 
was  purported  to  be. 

Mr.  Gray.  But  the  body  of  reporting  from  this  area  from  other 
sources,  the  many,  many  people  that  we've  interviewed  that  have 
been  interviewed  in  the  refugee  camps  indicate  American  POW's 
were  not  there  at  that  time.  They  indicated  that  Soviets  were. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  give  us  again  a  sense  that  in  this  par- 
ticular area,  the  Oudamsai  area  of  Laos,  approximately  how  many 
reports  would  you  have  culled  to  make  that  determination  of 
Americans  not  being  there? 

Mr.  Gray.  Oudamsai,  we've  got  26  separate  sources  that  we've 
interviewed  and  then,  in  the  province  to  the  north,  31  separate 
sources. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  that  doesn't — I  don't  believe  that  also  counts 
the  screening  that's  been  done  in  the  refugee  camps  in  Thailand. 
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The  Chairman.  Hold  on  just  1  minute,  I  am  not  listening,  sorry. 
[Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  Reading  from  your  file  on  5169,  paragraph  6: 
While  at  Muang  Khoua,  source  visited  the  seminar  camp  for 
former  Lao  officers  located  approximately  5  kilometers  southwest 
of  Muang  Khoua  and  designated  the  Muang  Khoua  seminar  camp, 
also  called  the  Sop  Kai  seminar  camp.  He  was  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Houey  Lang  prison  12  kilometers  north  of  Muang  Khoua, 
but  never  visited  this  camp  because  it  was  a  prison  for  criminal  of- 
fenders and  not  a  seminar  camp  for  former  Lao  Government  per- 
sonnel. 

At  no  time  did  any  of  the  Soviets  ever  visit  Muang  Khoua,  a/k/a 
Sop  Kai,  or  the  Hang  Louang  detention  camps.  I  am  not  sure  that 
that  is  inconsistent. 

Mr.  Gray.  It  did  not  say  the  Soviets  did  not  go  into  the  seminar 
camps. 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  it  is  not  saying  they  did  not  go  into  the 
camps. 
Mr.  Gray.  Correct. 

Mr.  McCreary.  595  was  in  a  camp.  They  said  he  saw 
Soviets. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  mean? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  first  source  was  in  a  camp.  [Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  I  understand,  but  as  to  5169,  there  is  no  allega- 
tion that  they  went  into  the  camps,  but  that  is  not  what  you  are 
saying. 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  in  the  area,  they  just  did  not  go  in 
the  camp. 

Mr.  Gray.  There  were  in  the  area,  based  out  of  Muang  Khoua. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  if  they  did  not  go  into  that  camp,  what  Mr. 
McCreary  is  pointing  out,  is  that  in  the  prior  report,  the  person 
was  in  a  camp  and  you  determined  that  there  were  Soviets  in  that 
camp. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  here  you  have  a  statement  that  they  did  not 
go  into  the  camps. 

Mr.  Gray.  They  did  not  go  into  the  seminar  camps. 

The  Chairman.  But  here,  you  discern  that  somebody  who  was  in 
a  camp  was,  in  fact,  Soviets. 

Mr.  Gray.  That  was  not  a  camp  that  he  went  into.  He  was  deliv- 
ering supplies.  The  earlier  source  was  delivering  supplies  into  the 
area.  There  is  a  government  facility  in  this  area  which  is  a  storage 
and  transshipment  point.  We  think  that's  where  the  sighting  oc- 
curred. The  Soviets  would  have  been  there.  It  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  seminar  camp. 

The  Chairman.  I  just  wanted  to  make  sure  the  record  is  clear  on 
this.  The  sighting,  he  saw  them  in  captivity  at  a  camp  west  of 
Muang  Khoua,  so  he  saw  them  at  a  camp. 

Mr.  Gray.  Is  this  the  first  source? 

The  Chairman.  This  is  0995,  in  0995,  when  the  truck  pulled  into 
the  prison  compound,  so  we  are  in  a  prison  compound.  You  have 
decided  that  these  were  Soviets  in  the  prison  compound. 


256 


Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  he  had  no  idea  where  he  was.  He  was  told  he  was 
in  the  area  of  Muang  Khoua  and  he  was  there  to  deliver  supplies. 
No  indications  that  that  was  a  prison  camp  and  certainly  not  a 
seminar  camp. 

The  Chairman.  I  stand  corrected  and  I  think  our  record  ought  to 
stand  corrected.  The  summary  said,  drove  into  a  prison  camp.  Now, 
there  is  something  here  that  says  he  drove  into  a  prison.  But  right 
here  it  says,  he  observed  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao 
field  unit. 

[Pause.] 

The  Chairman.  What  puzzles  me  a  little  bit  here  is  that  the 
source  on  0995  claims  that  he  saw  Americans,  but  that  repeatedly 
the  source  says  that  he  was  aware  of  Soviets  in  the  vicinity  and  he 
was  able  to  identify  the  individuals  as  Soviets,  based  on  informa- 
tion from  other  people.  So  I  sort  of  get  a  sense  that  this  person  was 
aware  of  the  Soviets  and  was  distinguishing  them  from  other 
people  that  he  may  have  seen. 

Mr.  Gray.  Fm  not  aware  that  he  was  able  to  distinguish  among 
Soviets  and  other  Caucasians. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  My  summary  here.  Senator,  says  that  on  0995,  that 
he  saw  six  white  men  and  that  a  guard  told  him  later  that  they 
were  U.S.  prisoners,  not  that  he  distinguished  that  they  were  U.S. 
prisoners. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  read  to  you — here  is  your  summary. 
Circumstances  of  sighting:  While  riding  in  a  truck  convoy  carrying 
supplies  to  Pathet  Lao  camps,  trucks  entered  wrong  camp.  So  they 
went  into  a  camp  and  they  had  to  back  out.  In  the  rear-view 
mirror,  the  source  observed  six  Caucasians.  The  Pathet  Lao — he 
says  the  Pathet  Lao  guard  told  him  they  were  American  prisoners. 

Now,  subsequently  as  you  discussed  this  source,  you  say  the  fol- 
lowing: Starting  in  1976,  a  military-colored  MI-8  began  flying  into 
the  airport  at  Outai.  Four  Caucasian  male  Soviets  normally  came 
on  each  flight,  staying  at  Outai  for  periods  of  1  day  to  1  week.  Air- 
craft pilots  were  Vietnamese. 

When  source  first  arrived  at  Muang  Khoua  at  mid-1979,  he 
found  a  10-man  Soviet  team  operating  at  the  Phong  Saly  provincial 
headquarters.  He  was  able  to  identify  the  individuals,  all  Cauca- 
sian males  wearing  nondescript  civilian  clothing  as  Soviets,  based 
on  information  from  other  Lao  and  Vietnamese  medical  personnel 
with  whom  the  source  was  working  at  the  time. 

The  Soviet  personnel  were  reportedly  an  advisory  team  and  pro- 
vided technical  advice  on  a  variety  of  subjects  to  Lao  provincial  au- 
thorities, and  it  goes  on.  The  Soviet  technicians  traveled  from  their 
base  in  Muang  Khoua  to  various  locations  in  northern  Laos,  to  in- 
clude Luang  Prabang  city,  Vientiane  city,  Oudamsai  Province  and 
so  forth.  Source  recalled  observing  the  10-man  Soviet  advisory 
team  in  Muang  Khoua  each  time  he  visited  there  during  1979  to 
1983. 

The  Soviets  appeared  to  have  freedom  of  movement  and  were  not 
accompanied  by  Soviet  guards  while  at  Muang  Khoua.  On  a 
number  of  occasions,  source  observed  the  Soviets  arrive  at  or 
depart  from  Muang  Khoua.  So  then  this  guy  seems  to  have  a 
pretty  good  sense  of  who  the  Soviets  are. 


257 


Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  those  are  not  the  same  sources.  You  have  0995 
who  saw  six  in  a  camp  through  the  rear-view  mirror  as  he  was 
leaving  the  camp.  The  other  report  that  you  just  read  from  is  an- 
other Lao  refugee  who  was  released  

The  Chairman.  Does  that  refer  to  5169? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir.  That's  still  a  separate  source. 

The  Chairman.  Still  a  separate  source? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  McCreary.  A  source  we  used  as  a  rebuttal  witness. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  John,  would  you  mind  taking  a  chair  over 
there  and  I  can  ask  you  a  question  here  so  that  we  get  this 
straight?  Now,  you  are  now  saying  that  this  is  a  third  source  who 
somehow  provides  a  rebuttal  to  each  of  the  sources  that  they  have 
analyzed.  Is  that  accurate?  This  is  a  third  source? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Excuse  me,  I  beg  your  pardon.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  a  third  source? 

Mr.  McCreary.  This  is  a  third  source. 

The  Chairman.  So  this  person  only  provides  rebuttal  by  virtue  of 
this  person  saying  that  when  this  person  was  in  a  specific  camp, 
the  Soviets  did  not  come  into  that  camp. 

Mr.  McCreary.  As  I  understand  the  cable,  it  is  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  Soviet  behavior  in  Laos.  It  is  not  specifically  a  rebuttal  to 
either  of  the  sources.  See,  it  supports  your  observation  about  deduc- 
tion, the  use  of  deduction. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that.  It  means  that  in  a  certain  cir- 
cumstance, that  Soviet  team  was  behaving  that  way. 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  my  understanding  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  But  what  they  are  saying  is  that  they  have  infor- 
mation that  indicates  that  in  a  different  place,  at  a  different  time, 
people  were  behaving  in  a  different  way. 

Mr.  McCreary.  This  is  the  same  place.  Senator.  It's  Muang 
Khoua,  as  I  understand,  if  I  read  the  file  correctly.  It  is  Muang 
Khoua  and  that's  what  we're  talking  about  for  both  of  these  live 
sightings. 

The  Chairman.  Are  we  talking  about  Muang  Khoua  for  0995? 
Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  Senator. 

The  Chairman.  How  do  we  know?  They  backed  into  a  camp  that 
they  cannot  describe. 

Mr.  McCreary.  He  said  he's  west  of  Muang  Khoua,  that's  what 
he  thought. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  that  is  not  Muang  Khoua,  that  is  west  of 
Muang  Khoua. 

Mr.  McCreary.  It's  just  slightly  west,  that's  right. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  does  not  mean  it  is  Muang  Khoua. 

Mr.  McCreary.  I  couldn't  agree  more,  that's  right.  Senator. 

Mr.  Gray:  Sir,  based  on  the  description  provided  by  the  source  as 
to  the  area  he  was  in,  he  said  the  area  of  Muang  Khoua.  10  sepa- 
rate imagery  analyses  were  done  trying  to  find  the  exact  camp  that 
he  had  described.  It  could  not  be  found. 

The  Chairman.  It  did  not  match  any  of  the  camps  that  you  had 
imagery  of? 

Mr.  Gray.  It  doesn't  match,  no  sir.  He  said  that  he  was  told  he's 
in  Muang  Khoua  when  this  sighting  occurred  by  his  friend  who 
was  in  the  truck.  Based  on  that  and  based  on  the  third  source's  in- 
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formation,  that  sources  were  based  out  of  Muang  Khoua  and  he  in- 
dicates how  they  travel  throughout  the  area,  there  were  Soviets  in 
that  area  at  that  time,  and  we  feel  that  0995  observed  those  Sovi- 
ets. 

Mr.  McCreary.  Senator,  on  the  issue  imagery  or  aerial  photogra- 
phy, there  is  a  statement  in  the  file  of  5169  that  says  in  the  file 
that  we've  had  in  Senate  security,  I  don't  think  it  was  redacted, 
that  says  imagery  continues  to  show  a  camp  in  this  location. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  inconsistent? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  the  second  report.  The  second  report  con- 
cerns the  seminar  camp,  Houey  Lang,  which  is  just  north  of  Muang 
Khoua,  about  12  kilometers,  so  that's  where  he  was  located. 

The  Chairman.  Is  Mr.  McCreary  confusing  the  two  or  mixing  the 
two? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  think  mixing  the  two. 
The  Chairman.  Mixing? 
Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So,  they  are  separate  and  distinct.  In  one  case 
there  was  no  capacity  to  identify  and  another,  you  can  identify  the 
place  but  it  refers  to  a  different  place  you  were  aware  of  and  where 
there  is  no  indication  of  Americans. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  Houey  Lang  camp,  we  have  many,  many 
people  who  were  held  in  that  camp  just  north  of  Muang  Khoua  and 
they  say  there  were  no  American  POW's  there. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  direct  your  attention — do  you  have  any 
further  questions  on  that? 

Mr.  McCreary.  Yes,  I  do  on  that.  Senator,  I  may  be  mistaken  be- 
cause I'm  only  dealing  with  the  file  that  I've  been  provided,  but 
the  

The  Chairman.  Hold  on,  are  you  suggesting  there  are  other 
files? 

Mr.  McCreary.  The  files  are  redacted,  but  the  imagery  readout 
that  I  have  says,  imagery  continues  to  show  a  camp,  the  camp  at 
Muang  Khoua,  not  the  camp  at  Houey  Lang,  the  camp  at  Muang 
Khoua.  That's  a  direct  quote  as  I  remember  it. 

The  Chairman.  Does  it,  gentlemen? 

Mr.  Gray.  I'm  not  aware.  The  camp  at  Muang  Khoua  in  the 
readout? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  what  the  readout  said,  it's  a  direct  quote 
from  the  readout. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  haven't  you  seen  the  unredacted  file  in  Senate 
407  on  this  case? 

Mr.  McCreary.  That's  the  basis  on  which  I'm  making  this  state- 
ment. Senator,  on  the  basis  of  the  file,  the  unredacted  as  opposed 
to  the  declassified  file. 

The  Chairman.  Can  we  make  a  note  to  check  that  please,  this 
particular  file  in  unredacted  form  so  we  can  determine  what  the 
imagery  says,  and  then  we  will  follow  up  with  you  on  that? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  It  should  be  noted,  sir,  with  regard  to  this 
source  that  over  the  10  years,  when  he  was  being  polygraphed  and 
interviewed,  he  changed  the  description  of  the  camp.  Based  on 
that,  we  went  out  and  did  further  analysis  and  simply  could  not 
find  the  camp  as  he  described.  There  were  10  efforts,  10  attempts 
were  made. 
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The  Chairman.  Ten  different  attempts? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  we  couldn't  find  that  camp. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  direct  you  to  5343.  This  is  a  field  report 
through  the  CIA;  traveler/student,  reported  in  1986  about  a  sight- 
ing or  investigation  of  mid-April  1986,  hearsay  sighting. 

She  saw  Vietnamese  army  guards  escorting  the  Caucasians  8  kil- 
ometers east  of  Muang  Khoua.  She  thought  they  were  Soviet  advi- 
sors but  noticed  they  had  on  leg-irons.  Villagers  told  her  they  were 
American  prisoners  captured  before  1972.  In  a  subsequent  time,  a 
second  source  related  that  a  Lao  soldier  told  him  that  there  were 
12  men  and  4  female  American  prisoners  west  of  Muang  Khoua. 
POW's  were  held  in  a  cave,  guarded  by  8  Vietnamese  and  14 
Pathet  Lao.  Comment? 

Mr.  Gray.  When  we  received  these  reports  initially  we  thought 
we  had  first-hand  live  sighting  reports.  We  went  back  to  the 
agency  and  said,  we  need  these  areas  checked  out  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. They  went  back,  they  checked  out  the  areas.  They  checked  out 
their  initial  source  only  to  find  out  the  individual  had  lied  about 
going  in  and  contacting  these  sources,  that  he  had  information  that 
he  picked  up  in  Thailand,  that  he  never  went  into  the  country.  He 
was  polygraphed,  there  was  deception  indicated. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  determined  this  is  just  not  true. 

Mr.  Gray.  It  was  hearsay  reporting  and  we  took  other  attempts 
to  check  out  this  information.  It  just  did  not  pan  out. 

The  Chairman.  5993. 

Mr.  Gray.  This  report  is  comparable  to  the  last  one  you  read,  sir, 
with  regard  to  another  agency. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  an  allegation  of  seven  American  POW's 
being  detained  at  a  camp  in  the  Oudamsai  district.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  determined  this  to  be? 

Mr.  Gray.  This  is  again  a  hearsay  report  that  came  to  the 
agency  via  a  letter  from  one  of  their  sources.  They  never  got  back 
to  the  original  source  and  checked  out  the  information.  In  their 
analysis  they  indicated  that  his  claim  that  POW's  were  captured  at 
Nam  Bac  in  1968  simply  was  not  true,  that  Americans  were  not  at 
that  camp. 

The  Chairman.  Nam  Bac,  there  were  no  Americans  even  sta- 
tioned there? 

Mr.  Gray.  That's  right,  sir.  They  visited  the  area  but  none  were 
lost  or  captured  at  Nam  Bac,  that's  in  the  agency's  analysis. 

The  Chairman.  Number  6356.  This  is  a  source,  Lao  resistance 
leader  in  1987,  the  date  of  the  incident  is  August  1986.  The  sighting 
is  allegedly  a  covert  agent  report  that  said  21  U.S.  POW's  remain 
in  Oudamsai.  The  report  stated  the  agent  learned  POW  informa- 
tion from  his  relative,  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  who  had  been  a  guard 
at  Oudamsai  prison.  He  said  that  the  U.S.  people  were  not  at  the 
prison,  but  were  held  separately  nearby.  Analysis? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  interviewed  this  source,  sir,  in  Bangkok,  Thailand, 
in  1987.  He  indicated  that  he  had  nothing  more  than  the  initial 
report,  that  he  was  going  back  to  check  out  the  information  and 
would  be  back  to  us  immediately  with  any  follow-up.  He  never 
came  back. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  never  came  back. 
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Mr.  Gray.  He  never  came  back. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  summary  that  you  have  with  re- 
spect to  the  Oudamsai  area  in  total  about  the  overall  analysis  that 
has  been  made  there,  the  degree  to  which  the  territory  has  been 
examined  and  covered,  and  so  forth? 

Mr.  Gray.  There  are  several  points  that  should  be  made  with 
regard  to  Oudamsai,  Luang  Prabang,  and  Phong  Saly,  the  three 
areas  for  which  this  cluster  was  brought  together.  First  of  all,  as  I 
pointed  out  earlier,  the  resistance,  the  Lao  resistance  has  complete 
access  to  all  three  provinces.  They  were  well-attuned  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  reward  offers  of  millions  of  dollars  if  they  bring  out 
live  POW's. 

They  have  been  looking  for  live  POW's  on  a  daily  basis.  Early  on, 
the  Lao  resistance  turned  in  some  hearsay  reporting.  They  made 
up  some  of  the  reporting  on  their  own  and  we  said  through  their 
channels,  knock  it  off.  If  you  have  valid  information  we  want  it, 
otherwise  do  not  use  the  POW  issue  for  monetary  gain  or  to  run 
your  stories,  because  it's  not  going  to  be  accepted. 

But  the  resistance  has  access  to  those  areas.  We  have  access  to 
the  resistance  leaders.  They  have  told  us  to  a  person  that  if  they 
get  POW  information,  we'll  be  the  first  to  know.  They've  had  no 
valid  POW  information  from  any  of  these  three  provinces.  As  I  in- 
dicated, the  Soviets  are  throughout  all  three  provinces  and  the 
number  may  have  been  as  high  as  2,000  at  one  time  of  Soviet  advi- 
sors and  technicians  in-country. 

The  Chairman.  Do  we  have  access  to  Oudamsai  now? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir.  I'm  sorry,  I'm  sorry,  Oudamsai,  we'd  have  to 
go  through  the  Lao  Government  to  get  access. 

The  Chairman.  Have  we  been  there? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  not  been  there  recently? 
Mr.  Gray.  Not  recently,  we  have  not  been  there  at  all. 
The  Chairman.  Have  we  requested  to  go  there? 
Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  Why  not? 

Mr.  Gray.  Because  the  operations,  the  excavations  being  con- 
ducted in-country  have  all  been  in  the  south. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  understand,  but  we're  talking  about  live 
sighting  reports,  live  sightings  being  a  priority.  I  mean,  are  not  live 
sightings  a  greater  priority  than  excavations? 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  They  are. 

The  Chairman.  Why  are  we  not  putting  first  energy  into  run- 
ning down  every  live  sighting  report? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  The  Lao  Government  has  not  yet  accepted  the  U.S. 
proposals  to  base  a  live  sighting  investigator  in-country. 

The  Chairman.  Have  we  requested  it? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have,  indeed. 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  In  Oudamsai? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  in  Oudamsai. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  requested  that  the  live  sighting  investiga- 
tor be  based  in  the  embassy  and  have  freedom  of  movement 
throughout  the  country  of  Laos. 
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The  Chairman.  Freedom  of  movement  sense  is  not  actually  possi- 
ble throughout  Laos.  Is  that  not  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  it  has  to  be  with  government  assistance,  but 
we  would  try  ultimately  to  have  the  same  kind  of  understanding 
that  we're  still  trying  to  reach  with  the  Vietnamese,  wherein,  we 
let  them  know  the  general  area  into  which  we  want  to  go.  And 
only  having  arrived  in  the  general  area,  would  we  give  them  the 
indication  of  our  final  destination.  But  that's  still  under  negotia- 
tion. 

I  spoke  with  Ambassador  Charlie  Salmon  last  week  and  im- 
pressed upon  him  again,  and  he's  well  aware  of  the  requirement 
for  a  valid  investigative  program,  and  I'm  going  to  Laos  next  week, 
along  with  Colonel  Cole  and  some  other  officials  and  we  intend  to 
press  the  case  for  this  again  when  we're  in-country. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  it  my  understanding  that  we  are  going 
to  be  going  into  the  Baron  52  site,  that  that  has  now  been  ap- 
proved? 

Mr.  Gray.  It  is  in  the  Lao  work  plan,  yes  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  when  are  we  going  into  that  site? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  don't  have  a  date  that  they're  going  in,  but  it's 
this  year,  later  this  year. 

The  Chairman.  I  take  it  that  if  you  can  get  into  the  back  area  of 
that  fuselage,  you're  going  to  be  able  to  answer  some  questions,  are 
you  not? 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  a  priority? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes  sir,  it  is  a  priority. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith. 

Senator  Smith.  I  do  not  have  any  further  questions  at  this  time 
on  this,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you,  what  is  the  reason  that  you  re- 
peatedly interview  the  same  sources  over  a  period?  Like  source 
number  0995,  you  went — over  a  period  of  10  years  you  had  talked 
to  this  person. 

Mr.  Gray.  Over  a  period  of  10  years,  we  had  five  separate  ana- 
lysts working  this  case  and  as  each  analyst  picked  up  the  case, 
they  went  for  further  interview. 

In  1983  and  1984,  we  had  the  Lao  language  capability  in  our 
office,  so  we  asked  for  another  interview  to  interview  the  individ- 
ual in  his  native  language  and  that  was  the  first  time  that  we  had 
been  able  to  do  that.  So  each  of  these  analysts  simply  picked  up  the 
case  and  went  for  further  interviews. 

There  are  always  questions  from  interview  to  interview  that  we 
just  never  had  a  good  answer  to.  And  finally  he  said,  I'm  sick  and 
tired  of  the  POW  issue.  I'm  not  talking  to  you  any  more. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  let  us  move  on,  if  we  can.  There  are  no  fur- 
ther questions  about  the  Oudamsai  area.  Let  me  ask  you  generical- 
ly  about  Laos.  Do  you  believe  right  now  that  you  have  any  evi- 
dence at  all  in  DIA  that  is  credible  that  indicates  somebody  might 
be  alive  in  Laos  at  this  point  in  time? 

Mr.  Gray.  No  sir,  not  based  on  the  live  sighting  reports  that  we 
have  seen  since  1984  to  present.  The  proof  is  not  there. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  we  had  such  information,  which  some  have  char- 
acterized as  smoking  gun  information,  not  a  term  that  I  might 
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always  want  to  use,  but  if  we  had  such  information,  this  committee 
would  have  already  been  briefed  on  it  and  the  top  leadership  in  the 
Defense  Department  would  have  already  been  briefed  on  it.  And 
knowing  what  I  know  about  that  top  leadership,  we  would  have 
taken  some  action  to  have  followed  up  on  it. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  any  evidence,  whatsoever,  that  is 
credible  that  somebody  may  be  alive  in  Vietnam? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  answer  is  no? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  current  live  sighting  reports  are 
there  for  Vietnam  that  are  unresolved? 
Mr.  Sydow.  We  have  a  total  

The  Chairman.  Do  we  have  a  group  of  people  coming  in  on  the 
second  panel?  This  is  a  good  segue  on  the  second  panel.  I  think 
that  Colonel  Cole  and  Mr.  Steve  Johnson  are  going  to  be  adding  or 
am  I  wrong? 

Senator  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  before  they  come  up,  I  did  want 
to  just  to  take  about  a  minute  to  revisit  some  information  that  I 
am  not  clear  on,  just  to  ask  while  they  are  here,  regarding  some 
photographs,  the  satellite  imagery.  It  will  only  take  a  second  if  I 
could  have  the  indulgence  of  the  chairman.  It  will  only  take  a 
second.  I  am  going  to  need  to  use  that  mike  because  I  am  going  to 
have  to  be  over  there.  I  just  need  to  clarify  before  I  leave  the  mike. 

I  had  asked  for  some  imagery  on  the  Ly  Nam  De,  as  you  know, 
Bob,  and  you  provided  me  some  photographs  which  I  have  and  I 
am  confused  as  to  what  is  the  actual  imagery  and  I  just  want  to — I 
do  not  know  if  I  can  do  it  from  here.  Maybe  I  can.  I  will  wait  until 
they  put  them  up.  I  just  want  to  make  sure  we  are  all  working 
from  the  same  document,  just  place  them  so  that  the  panel  can  see 
the  two  sets  of  photographs,  three  sets. 

The  photographs  that  are  up  there  are  photographs  of  what  we 
call  the  Citadel.  Could  you  indicate  to  me  which  are  the  actual  pho- 
tographs as  you  understand  them  to  be  of  that  area  of  Hanoi?  Bob, 
Mr.  DeStatte  indicated  that  you  had  been  around  there.  I  am  con- 
fused as  to  whether  it  is  the  photographs  in  gray  or  the  photo- 
graphs in  yellow  which  are  the  actual  photographs.  One  set  of  pho- 
tographs is  the  exact  reverse  of  the  other  and  I  do  not  know  which 
one  of  those  photographs  is  actually  the  way  it  is  supposed  to  be. 
The  ones  that  you  provided  me  with  are  the  gray  ones  on  the  left. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Let  me  begin  by  pointing  out  that  this  is  the  first 
time  that  I've  seen  these  boards  here.  So  let  me  orient  myself. 

Senator  Smith.  Let  me  help.  I  understand  that.  The  Citadel  area, 
I  think  we  have  Ly  Nam  De  Street  there  and  the  west  of  Ly  Nam 
De  is  supposedly  the  area  known  as  the  Citadel,  moving  across  the 
block  toward  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  mausoleum  and  the  war  museum 
and  the  whole  area  inside  the  perimeter  of  those  streets. 

Those  are  the  photos  that  you  provided  this  morning  and  I  just 
put  them  up  there,  but  it  seems  to  me  as  I  look  at  it,  I  was  only 
there  once,  twice  actually,  but  once  where  I  walked  down  that 
street  and  it  does  not  seem  right  to  me.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
photos  that  you  gave  me  are,  in  fact,  reversed. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  first  off,  I  didn't  give  them  to  you. 

Senator  Smith.  No,  you  did  not,  your  agency  did. 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  It  appears  to  me,  Fm  not  an  imagery  expert,  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  somebody  has  put  the  negative  in  reverse  to 
take  this  photograph.  This  looks  like  a  mirror  image  of  Ly  Nam  De 
Street. 

Senator  Smith.  So,  in  other  words,  the  one  on  the  left  is  re- 
versed? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  what  it  appears  to  me.  This  Alcatraz 
should  be — what  the  POW's  call  Alcatraz  should  be  behind  this 
building.  If  Tm  orienting  myself  correctly,  this  is  the  villa  at 
number  17  Ly  Nam  De  Street  right  here.  If  that  were  the  case, 
then  Ly  Nam  De  Street  should  be  down  here. 

Senator  Smith.  Move  your  hand  to  the  right. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  over  here  should  be  a  railroad  trestle  and  it's 
not  there. 

Senator  Smith.  So  move  your  hand  to  the  right  then.  It  is  the 
same  photograph  now  reversed.  Does  that  look  more  like  it?  It 
should  be  the  same  photograph. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  this  is  Ly  Nam  De  Street  here  and  this  is  its 
intersection  with,  I  forget  the  name  of  the  street,  Dien  Bien  Phu,  I 
believe.  Okay  yes,  Dien  Bien  Phu.  This  building  here,  back  during 
the  war  in  any  event,  belonged  to  the  Army  Publishing  House,  as  I 
recall  and  what  the  POW's  called  Alcatraz  was  located  roughly 
back  in  here. 

Senator  Smith.  Okay.  Well,  I  accept  your  expertise  on  that  and  I 
apologize  putting  you  on  the  spot  for  it,  but  my  concern  is  this,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  asked  for  these  photographs  and  they  were  provided,  I 
believe,  this  morning.  It  may  have  been  yesterday,  but  they  were 
provided  by  Mr.  Sheetz,  and  we  spent  a  day  yesterday  or  three 
quarters  of  a  day  on  this  area  and  this  is  not  directed  at  Mr.  DeS- 
tatte because  he  simply  identified  them.  He  was  not  involved  in 
this,  but  we  spent  a  day  looking  at  imagery  and  discussing  live 
sighting  reports  in  the  Citadel  area. 

We  spent  a  whole  three  quarters  of  a  day  in  hearings  and  the 
record  must  show,  based  on  what  Mr.  DeStatte  has  told  me,  that 
the  photographs  that  were  provided  to  the  vice  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  order  for  me  to  prepare  for  this  meeting,  are  the 
exact  reverse  of  the  actual  photographs.  So  what  I  was  given  was 
the  reverse  of  the  actual  photograph  of  those  locations  and  I  was 
wondering  why  I  could  not  match,  as  I  went  through  this  thing  yes- 
terday— I  almost  drove  myself  crazy,  trying  to  figure  out  why 
people  who  say  they  were  going  in  the  north  entrance  were,  in  fact, 
going  in  the  south  entrance. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  reason  why  I  was  able  to  realize  this  was 
because  I  looked  at  a  porch  on  one  of  those  buildings  where  I  had 
visited  in  1986,  and  was  trying  to  figure  out  why  when  I  came  out 
of  that  porch,  I  did  not  come  out  on  Ly  Nam  De  Street,  rather  I 
came  out  on  the  railroad  track  on  the  other  side,  and  now  I  know 
why.  The  imagery  is  totally  reversed. 

Now,  I  am  simply  not  going  to  sit  here  and  be  involved  in  this 
kind  of  action.  This  is  either  an  accident  and  if  it  is  an  accident, 
then  what  the  hell  do  you  people  know  about  what  is  going  on? 

Wait,  I  am  not  looking  for  applause,  please. 

If  it  is  not  an  accident,  then  it  was  deliberately  provided  to  me. 
Now  the  question — the  next  question,  gentlemen,  is,  are  you  show- 
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ing  the  witnesses,  the  people,  the  sources,  are  you  showing  them 
reversed  imagery  and  asking  them  to  try  to  find  their  way  into 
those  locations?  I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  the  explanation  for  this  is  somewhat  embar- 
rassing, but  rather  simple  and  certainly  not  sinister.  The  Senator 
asked  for  some  prints  of  this.  As  the  Senator  well  knows,  a  briefing 
board  was  provided  in  closed  session  that  was  based  on  other  capa- 
bilities, and  that  briefing  board  could  not  be  brought  into  this  ses- 
sion because  the  capabilities  that  were  used  were  inappropriate  for 
this  setting,  could  not  be  declassified  for  this  setting. 

So  the  Senator  asked  for  some  imagery  and  our  imagery  shop  ap- 
parently went  into  the  archives,  pulled  out  a  negative,  and  in  run- 
ning the  prints  of  the  negative,  they  inadvertently  here,  it  would 
appear  to  me,  put  the  negative  in  the  negative  carrier  backwards 
when  they  ran  the  prints. 

It's  regrettable.  It  is  certainly  not  intentional  and  it  was  not  a 
misrepresentation  of  reality,  because  the  committee  has  had  access 
to  the  briefing  boards  that  properly  lay  out  this  area  in  all  the 
prior  analytic  sessions  that  we've  had  with  this  committee.  These 
photographs  were  delivered  yesterday.  It's  a  regrettable  mistake.  I 
apologize  for  it  and  there  was  certainly  no  intent  to  deceive  this 
committee. 

Senator  Smith.  We  need  to  move  on  to  the  next  subject. 

Senator  McCain.  On  that  subject,  how  long  would  it  take  you  to 
figure  out  that  you  have  got  reversed  imagery,  maybe  about  10 
minutes? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  think  so. 

Senator  McCain.  Thank  you. 

Senator  Smith.  It  would  just  seem — I  do  not  know.  It  is  just  very 
frustrating,  guys,  really.  This  was  a  subject  of  a  hearing.  The  Cita- 
del was  the  subject  of  a  hearing.  I  sent  a  letter  2  weeks  in  advance 
and  I  asked  for  this  stuff  to  be  provided.  A,  I  did  not  get  it  until  the 
morning  of  the  hearing  and  it  turned  out  that  is  what  I  got  and  I 
am  sitting  there  looking  at  that  stuff  trying  to  figure  out  why  in 
the  hell  I  cannot  match  what  you  are  saying. 

Now,  I  am  just  going  to  tell  you,  so  we  move  on,  I  am  going  to 
put  you  on  notice  right  now,  I  am  going  to  review  every  damned 
one  of  the  live  sighting  reports  that  pertained  to  that  Citadel  and  I 
will  tell  you,  the  descriptions  in  here  on  these  interviews  better 
match  up — better  not  match  up  to  that  reverse  imagery  or  there  is 
going  to  be  a  real,  real  serious  problem. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  understand  the  last — what  should  not 
match  up? 

Senator  Smith.  If  the  interviews  with  the  sources  whose  claim 
that  they  went  in  such  and  such  a  door,  if  they  match  up  with  the 
reverse  imagery,  then  there  is  deliberate  deceit. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  do  they? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  sir,  if  I  could  comment. 

Senator  Smith.  I  do  not  know  that,  I  do  not  know  if  they  do  or 
not  because  I  have  not  had  time  to  look  at  it. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  only  image- 
ry that's  ever  been  shown  to  any  source  is  a  group  of  photographs 
or  images  that  were  made  from — is  some  photography  made  by  a 
drone  aircraft  in  1972.  I  personally  had  those  photographs  made 
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up.  I  personally  distributed  those  photographs  to  the  debriefers 
that  use  them  around  the  world  and  I  personally  give  you  my  as- 
surance that  those  photographs  are  not  reverse  images.  Those  pho- 
tographs reflect  the  true  nature  of  it,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Now  as  you  all  know,  I've  just  returned  from  a  long  trip  overseas 
and  I  came  in  from  vacation  to  come  in  here,  so  recent  activities, 
I'm  not  fully  up  to  speed,  but  it's  my  understanding  that  these  pho- 
tographs that  we're  looking  at  here  were  made  in  response  to  a 
specific  request  made  very  recently  by  the  Select  Committee  and 
this  is  a  one-time  event.  There  are  no  other  reverse  images  out 
there  anywhere. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  just  to  put  the  record  straight,  I  think  the  Sena- 
tor will  admit,  I've  had  three  separate  conversations  with  him  over 
the  past  2  days  trying  to  straighten  out  why  I  could  not  bring  the 
briefing  board  in  here  that  he  was  making  reference  to.  He  agreed 
with  me  that  that  was  appropriate  and  I  apologize  again  for  

Senator  Smith.  Listen,  if  that  is  all  it  is,  no  apology  is  necessary. 
But  I  just  want  to  say  to  you — I  just  want  to  point  out,  as  you  look 
at  this,  these  are  not — these  are  old,  dated  photos. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Agreed. 

Senator  Smith.  And  my  concern  is  that  that  is  the  stuff  that  you 
guys  have  been  using  while  you  have  been  debriefing  your  sources 
and  I  am  just  saying  to  you,  I  am  going  to  check  every  one  of  them, 
because  frankly,  I  do  not  trust  you  to  do  it.  I  am  going  to  check 
every  single  one  of  them  between  now  and  Tuesday  and  they  had 
better  be  right. 

The  Chairman.  Are  we  prepared  now  to  move  into  the  next 
panel  area? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  am.  I  can  answer  your  question  of  a  second  ago.  Of 
the  110  live  sighting  cases  that  are  open  right  now  for  investiga- 
tion, 92  of  them  relate  to  Vietnam. 

The  Chairman.  92  of  them  relate.  Let  me  ask  you  a  question 
now.  It  would  be  good  if  you  folks  could  report  back  to  us — what 
are  we  today,  Wednesday — could  you  check  your  own  files  on  this 
to  make  certain  about  this  imagery  reversal  issue? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes  sir,  will  do. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  report  to  us  by  Friday,  is  that  possible? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  We  will,  we  will. 

The  Chairman.  So  that  we  could  at  least  have  your  report  on  it 
too. 

Now,  we  turn  to  the  final  category  and  area  of  these  2  days  of 
hearings,  and  that  is  the  unresolved  first-hand  live  sighting  re- 
ports. Now,  we  have  to  caution  that  some  of  these  are  still  under 
investigation,  so  there  are  certain  aspects  of  them,  because  they 
are  under  investigation,  that  we  cannot  go  into  publicly,  but  we  are 
going  to  try  to  elicit  as  much  baseline  information  about  them  as 
possible  so  that  we  know  what  we  are  dealing  with. 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  two  people  that  have  joined  us  here,  Colo- 
nel Cole,  if  you  and,  I  guess,  Mr.  Johnson,  if  you  would  both  rise 
and  be  sworn  in,  please. 

Do  you  swear  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth,  so  help  you  God? 

Colonel  Cole.  I  do. 

Mr.  Johnson.  I  do. 
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The  Chairman.  Thank  you.  Would  you  each  identify  yourselves 
quickly  for  the  record? 

Mr.  Johnson.  My  name  is  Steven  Johnson  and  I  am  an  analyst 
for  Indochina  in  the  Department  of  State's  bureau  of  intelligence 
and  research. 

Colonel  Cole.  I'm  Colonel  John  Cole.  I'm  with  the  Defense  Intel- 
ligence Agency.  I'm  in  charge  of  the  Stoney  Beach  team  in  Bang- 
kok. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  Mr.  Sheetz,  I  understand  you  have  an 
opening  for  this  portion  of  the  hearing. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  I  do. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  why  do  you  not  make  your  opening  state- 
ment for  this  portion  of  the  hearing  and  then  we  will  proceed. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  the  committee,  I  ap- 
preciate the  opportunity  to  open  this  final  panel  of  the  committee's 
inquiry  into  the  live  prisoner  question.  Before  moving  into  several 
key  points  concerning  DIA's  analytic  and  investigative  procedures, 
I  want  to  highlight  for  this  committee,  the  Congress,  and  the 
American  people,  the  lengths  to  which  DIA  has  gone  to  support  the 
important  work  of  this  committee. 

Through  the  Department  of  Defense  central  documentation 
office,  DOD  has  answered  over  275  separate  committee  requests  for 
information,  153  of  which  required  the  direct  support  of  DIA's  spe- 
cial office  for  POW  and  MIA's.  DOD  has  provided  over  1  million 
pages  of  information  for  the  committee's  review,  many  of  which 
were  provided  by  my  office. 

Indeed,  all  15,090  intelligence  reports  received  by  DIA  since  1975 
have  been  made  available.  Most  of  the  2,266  case  files  have  been 
brought  to  Capitol  Hill  for  review  by  your  staffers,  and  the  already 
overburdened  analytic  personnel  in  my  office  have  been  made 
available  for  lengthy  deposition  sessions.  No  effort  has  been  spared 
in  making  our  files  and  our  knowledge  accessible  to  this  commit- 
tee. 

In  addition  to  the  thousands  of  hours  spent  by  intelligence  tech- 
nicians and  other  support  personnel  in  pulling  files,  constructing 
summaries  and  tabulations,  and  performing  the  numerous  data- 
base extracts  requested  by  committee  staff,  my  estimate  is  that 
over  the  past  9  months,  over  25  percent  of  the  total  analytic  effort 
of  my  office  has  been  consumed  in  supporting  this  committee. 

While  no  one  at  DOD  questions  the  legitimate  oversight  responsi- 
bility of  the  Congress  on  this  vital  issue,  I  would  only  point  out  to 
the  committee  that  the  heavy  additional  workload  resulting  from 
this  committee's  work  couldn't  be  hitting  my  office  at  a  less  oppor- 
tune time.  A  time  when  the  pace  and  scope  of  the  Joint  Task  Force 
Full  Accounting  field  operations  have  drastically  increased,  basical- 
ly doubling  and  in  some  cases  tripling  predeployment  intelligence 
briefing  and  postdeployment  analytic  requirements. 

The  in-country  live  sighting  investigation  process  long  advocated 
by  DIA  is  now  in  place  in  Vietnam,  admittedly  with  some  growing 
pains.  Case  preparation  and  analysis  in  this  vital  area  cannot  take 
a  backseat  to  any  other  requirement. 

The  Vietnamese  Government  has  begun  to  permit  our  officers  to 
pursue  the  vital  archival  research  mission,  although  I  might  add 
that  actual  performance  on  these  promises  has  been  mixed.  And  fi- 
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nally,  the  Russian  Government  is  actively  supporting  foUowup  of 
allegations  resulting  from  possible  POW's  from  the  Vietnam  War. 
In  short,  the  analytic  challenge  in  my  office  has  increased  drasti- 
cally at  the  same  time  this  committee  has  laid  claim  to  at  least  25 
percent  of  our  available  staffing. 

In  making  the  foregoing  points,  I  am  not  attempting  to  call  into 
question  the  legitimate  oversight  responsibilities  of  the  Congress.  I 
only  want  to  explain  that  for  the  last  year  my  office  has  been 
strained  to  its  limits  to  respond  to  the  committee's  taskings  and  at 
the  same  time  perform  the  most  urgent  or  our  regularly  assigned 
duties.  I  hope  the  committee  will  understand  that  if  sometimes  we 
are  slower  in  responding  to  taskings  than  we  all  would  like,  it  is 
because  we  are  attempting  to  keep  up  performance  of  our  assigned 
mission  and  maintain  the  quality  of  current  operations  at  as  high  a 
level  as  is  possible. 

This  panel  has  been  convened  this  afternoon  to  discuss  the 
nature  and  scope  of  current  DIA  operations  with  regard  to  the  live 
POW  issue.  We  have  been  asked  to  discuss  how  we  handle  a  live 
sighting  report  and  to  give  you  an  idea  of  how  we  go  about  the  task 
of  collecting,  analyzing,  and  following  up  on  each  report.  We  will 
also  outline  how  these  reports  are  evaluated  and  the  process 
through  which  our  findings  are  reviewed. 

To  aid  in  this  discussion,  I  have  prepared  a  chart  that  summa- 
rizes the  intelligence  cycle  for  each  live  sighting  report,  and  that's 
the  chart  here  with  the  yellow  blocks. 

[Chart.] 

Mr.  Sheetz.  As  you  can  see,  we  have  depicted  DIA's  work  as  a 
cycle  in  which  each  report  and  each  piece  of  information  flows  into 
the  body  of  intelligence  available  on  the  POW/ MIA  issue.  Even 
after  analysis,  evaluation,  and  formal  review  are  completed,  each 
report  is  repeatedly  examined  as  new  reports  come  to  us  and  we 
continue  our  cycle  of  work. 

I'd  like  to  take  a  moment  to  walk  you  through  the  intelligence 
cycle  for  each  live  sighting  report.  The  cycle  begins  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  information  and  preparation  of  an  initial  report.  These 
reports  come  in  through  various  channels.  Most  are  collected 
through  DIA's  extensive  refugee  screening  program,  which  Colonel 
Cole  will  describe.  Other  reports  come  from  persons  who  come  to  us 
voluntarily,  including  walk-ins  to  DIA  offices  in  Indochina  or  refu- 
gees and  travelers  who  contact  us  in  the  United  States.  A  few  come 
to  us  from  persons  who  contact  U.S.  embassies  around  the  world. 
All  of  these  reports,  regardless  of  source,  are  sent  to  my  office. 

When  we  receive  the  report  it  is  promptly  entered  into  our  data- 
base, and  an  analyst  is  assigned  responsibility  for  conducting  im- 
mediate initial  analysis.  This  first  analytical  look  includes  a  com- 
plete search  of  all  of  our  databases  to  determine  if  we  have  any 
prior  reporting  that  might  shed  light  on  this  report.  We  look  at  all 
the  reports  from  the  same  geographic  area.  We  look  for  similarities 
in  stories.  We  check  not  only  human  source  reporting  but  also  in- 
formation from  other  sources  available  to  us.  When  relevant,  we 
consult  special  sources  such  as  our  prison  database. 

Once  the  analyst  has  completed  first-stage  analysis,  he  or  she  de- 
termines whether  additional  followup  is  necessary,  and  if  so,  what 
that  followup  should  be.  Not  all  reports  require  followup.  We  re- 
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ceive  many  reports  that  contain  accurate  and  easily  recognized  ac- 
counts of  wartime  events  and  of  Americans  caught  up  in  the  fall  of 
Indochina.  These  can  usually  be  evaluated  without  resort  to  addi- 
tional outside  followup. 

Some  reports,  however,  clearly  call  for  further  collection.  For  in- 
stance, it  may  be  necessary  to  reinterview  the  source  to  ask  addi- 
tional questions  or  to  clarify  certain  issues.  It  may  also  be  neces- 
sary to  interview  additional  people.  For  example,  persons  identified 
by  the  source  himself  or  other  persons  who  have  come  from  the 
same  village  or  have  been  interred  in  the  same  prison.  In  many 
cases  we  also  ask  for  information  from  technical  systems  to  develop 
additional  information. 

These  are  the  traditional  methods  of  analytical  followup  that 
have  been  available  to  DIA  since  the  war  ended,  and  in  most  cases, 
although  it  was  often  time  consuming,  we  were  able  to  collect 
enough  information  using  these  methods  to  evaluate  live  sighting 
reports  with  due  thoroughness.  Within  the  last  year,  however,  DIA 
has  finally  been  able  to  employ  an  additional  collection  method, 
sending  personnel  into  Indochina  to  investigate  reports  on  the 
ground. 

DIA  has  always  wanted  this  capability  and  we  have  tried  repeat- 
edly over  the  years  to  achieve  it.  Because  these  were  police  states, 
however,  and  many  areas  were  completely  closed  to  us,  we  had  to 
employ  other  means  of  getting  answers.  Because  more  direct  inves- 
tigation methods  were  denied  us,  we  were  forced  to  look  sharply  at 
all  aspects  of  a  report,  investigating  the  most  minor  of  leads  at 
times  and  taking  a  close  look  at  source  evaluation  to  determine 
whether  the  source  had  the  access  and  the  knowledge  he  or  she 
claimed.  Because  so  much  was  riding  on  analysis  of  these  reports, 
we  could  not  afford  to  leave  any  questions  unanswered. 

This  newest  method,  employing  active,  in-country  investigation 
of  live  sighting  reports,  is  just  beginning  to  show  promise.  It  has 
the  potential  to  provide  persuasive  answers  within  a  very  short 
period  of  time  on  a  number  of  our  most  troublesome  reports.  To  be 
sure,  it  won't  provide  answers  in  all  cases.  For  instance,  in  many 
cases,  a  visit  to  the  scene  of  a  wartime  event  will  not  turn  up  eye- 
witnesses or  archival  data  that  will  give  us  the  answers  we  seek. 

Our  analysts  have  tasked  49  of  the  110  first-hand  live  sighting 
reports  that  are  currently  unresolved  for  live  sighting  investiga- 
tions. Colonel  Cole's  Stoney  Beach  team  has  undertaken  38  investi- 
gations so  far,  and  these  have  enabled  us  to  collect  information  to 
assist  in  resolving  seven  cases  and  one  photo  investigation. 

A  word  of  caution  here:  Although  we  have  great  hopes  for  our 
live  sighting  investigation  program,  the  program  is  very  new  and 
still  has  growing  pains.  Despite  promises  from  the  Indochinese  gov- 
ernments to  diplomats  and  members  of  Congress,  Colonel  Cole's 
people  on  the  ground  do  not  always  get  the  level  of  cooperation  we 
need  if  these  investigations  are  to  withstand  analytic  scrutiny  and 
the  scrutiny  of  the  American  public. 

The  Vietnamese  have  recently  informed  us  that  they  intend  to 
oversee  the  program  using  methods  that  are  unacceptable  to  us. 
We  are  still  attempting  to  work  out  formal  agreements  with  the 
Government  of  Laos.  In  Cambodia,  officials  will  permit  us  access  to 
anywhere  we  wish  to  go,  but  they  cannot  guarantee  safe  passage  in 
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any  areas  that  are  under  the  control  of  the  Khmer  Rouge.  We  are 
working  on  all  these  problems.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  report  to  you 
in  the  future  that  we  are  making  progress  in  solving  them. 

I'd  like  now  to  return  to  my  review  of  the  intelligence  cycle  for 
each  live  sighting  report.  I've  just  outlined  the  various  methods  we 
employ  to  follow  up  on  each  report.  As  you  can  see,  as  additional 
information  in  completed  findings  are  collected  and  the  report  is 
reanalyzed,  during  this  phase  we  may  decide  to  collect  additional 
information,  sending  the  report  back  to  the  collection  phase.  At 
some  point,  however,  analysts  in  this  second,  more  detailed  stage  of 
analysis  determine  that  sufficient  information  has  been  collected  to 
evaluate  the  report. 

In  the  evaluation  and  validation  stage,  our  analysts  prepare  a 
formal  evaluation  that  summarizes  the  report,  outlines  other  infor- 
mation collected,  provides  our  analysis  of  the  total,  and  indicates 
how  the  report  was  evaluated.  These  summary  findings  are  re- 
viewed first  in-house  by  other  analysts  and  by  management,  sort  of 
a  peer  review  process. 

If  approved,  the  summary  findings  are  presented  to  a  formal 
review  panel  made  up  mostly  of  members  of  the  intelligence  com- 
munity, including  representatives  from  the  Department  of  State, 
the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  the  military  intelligence  services, 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  the  assistant  secretary  of  defense  for 
international  security  affairs.  DIA  has  no  vote  on  this  panel.  Only 
when  this  interagency  panel  of  intelligence  and  policy  professionals 
unanimously  agrees  does  the  evaluation  become  official. 

At  that  time,  the  report  is  considered  resolved.  Resolved  reports 
become  part  of  our  database.  They  are  dynamic  records  which  also 
contribute  to  aggregate  analytical  studies  of  many  subjects,  includ- 
ing geographic  studies  and  prison  studies.  Resolved  reports  some- 
times also  generate  new  questions  that  spark  new  collection  and  re- 
start the  intelligence  cycle. 

Finally,  the  outcome  of  our  approved  evaluations  are  disseminat- 
ed in  several  ways.  First,  all  go  into  our  information  base.  All  re- 
ports correlated  to  unaccounted-for  persons  are  forwarded  through 
the  appropriate  service  casualty  offices  for  release  to  next  of  kin. 
And  I  might  add  here,  yesterday  we  described  that  there  have  been 
43  such  reports  that  we  have  correlated  to  unaccounted  for  individ- 
uals. Cases  of  high  interest  are  briefed  to  the  interagency  group 
during  DIA's  weekly  briefings  to  that  body.  Unusually  significant 
cases  are  briefed  to  the  congressional  oversight  committees  and  to 
members  of  Congress  on  a  regular  basis.  And  for  the  record,  I 
would  note  that  those  oversight  committees  include  and  have  in- 
cluded for  some  time  the  House  Task  Force  on  POW/MIA  Affairs, 
the  House  Permanent  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  and  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  intelligence  cycle  for  live  sighting  re- 
ports provides  an  overview  of  our  efforts  at  DIA.  I  am  prepared  to 
answer  any  questions  you  might  have  regarding  how  we  do  our 
work.  I  have  with  me  at  the  table  four  other  people  who  might  also 
be  of  assistance.  We  look  forward  to  taking  your  questions. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Sheetz  follows:] 
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Statement  of  Robert  Sheetz,  Defense  Intelligence  Agency 

Mr.  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Committee,  I  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  open 
this  final  panel  of  the  committee's  inquiry  into  the  live  prisoner  question.  Before 
moving  into  several  key  points  concerning  DIA's  analytic  and  investigative  proce- 
dures, I  want  to  highlight  for  this  committee,  the  Congress  and  the  American  people 
the  lengths  to  which  DIA  has  gone  to  support  the  important  work  of  this  committee. 

Through  the  Department  of  Defense  Central  Documentation  Office,  DOD  has  an- 
swered over  275  separate  committee  requests  for  information,  153  of  which  required 
the  direct  support  of  DIA's  special  office  for  POWs  and  MIAs.  DOD  has  provided 
over  1  million  pages  of  information  for  the  committee's  review,  many  of  which  were 
provided  by  my  office.  Indeed,  all  15,090  intelligence  reports  received  by  DIA  since 
1975  have  been  made  available,  most  of  the  2,226  case  files  have  been  brought  to 
Capitol  Hill  for  review  by  your  staffers,  and  the  already  overburdened  analjrtic  per- 
sonnel in  my  office  have  been  made  available  for  lengthy  deposition  sessions. 

No  effort  has  been  spared  in  making  our  files  and  our  knowledge  accessible  to 
this  committee.  In  addition  to  the  thousands  of  hours  spent  by  intelligence  techni- 
cians and  other  support  personnel  in  pulling  files,  constructing  summaries  and  tabu- 
lations and  performing  the  numerous  database  extracts  requested  by  committee 
staff,  my  estimate  is  that  over  the  past  9  months,  over  25  percent  of  the  overall  ana- 
lytic effort  of  my  office  has  been  consumed  in  supporting  this  committee.  While  no 
one  at  DOD  questions  the  legitimate  oversight  responsibility  of  the  Congress  on  this 
vital  issue,  I  would  only  point  out  to  the  committee  that  the  heavy  additional  work- 
load resulting  from  this  committee's  work  couldn't  be  hitting  my  office  at  a  less  op- 
portune time.  A  time  when:  the  pace  and  scope  of  the  joint  task  force  full  account- 
ing field  operations  have  drastically  increased,  basically  doubling  or  tripling  pre-de- 
ployment  intelligence  briefing  and  post-deployment  analysis  requirements;  the  in- 
country  live  sighting  investigation  process,  long  advocated  by  DIA,  is  now  in  place 
in  Vietnam  (admittedly  with  some  growing  pains).  Case  preparation  and  analysis  in 
this  vital  area  cannot  take  a  back  seat  to  any  other  requirement;  the  Vietnamese 
Government  has  begun  to  permit  DIA  investigators  to  pursue  the  vital  archival  re- 
search mission  (although  actual  performance  on  these  promises  has  been  mixed); 
and  the  Russian  Government  is  actively  supporting  follow-up  of  allegations  related 
to  possible  POWs  from  the  Vietnam  war. 

In  short,  the  analytic  challenge  on  my  office  has  increased  drastically  at  the  same 
time  this  committee  has  laid  claim  to  at  least  25  percent  of  our  available  staffing.  In 
making  the  foregoing  points,  I  am  not  attempting  to  call  into  question  the  legiti- 
mate oversight  responsibilities  of  the  Congress.  I  only  want  to  explain  that  for  the 
last  year  my  office  has  been  strained  to  its  limits  to  respond  to  the  committee's 
taskings  and  at  the  same  time  perform  the  most  urgent  of  our  regulatory  assigned 
duties.  I  hope  the  committee  will  understand,  that  if  we  are  sometimes  slower  in 
responding  to  taskings  than  we  would  all  like,  it  is  because  we  are  attempting  to 
keep  up  performance  of  our  assigned  mission  and  maintain  the  quality  of  current 
operations  at  as  high  a  level  as  possible. 

This  panel  has  been  convened  this  afternoon  to  discuss  the  nature  and  scope  of 
current  DIA  operations  with  regard  to  the  live  POW  issue.  We  have  been  asked  to 
discuss  how  we  handle  a  live  sighting  report  and  to  give  you  an  idea  of  how  we  go 
about  the  task  of  collecting,  analyzing,  and  following  up  on  each  report.  We  will  also 
outline  how  these  reports  are  evaluated  and  the  process  through  which  our  findings 
are  reviewed. 

To  aid  in  this  discussion,  I  have  prepared  a  chart  that  summarizes  the  intelli- 
gence cycle  for  each  live  sighting  report.  As  you  see,  we  have  depicted  DIA's  work 
as  a  cycle  in  which  each  report  and  each  piece  of  information  flows  into  the  body  of 
intelligence  available  on  the  POW-MIA  issue.  Even  after  analysis,  evaluation  and 
formal  review  are  completed.  Each  report  is  repeatedly  reexamined  as  new  reports 
come  to  us  and  we  continue  our  cycle  of  work. 

I'd  like  to  take  a  moment  to  walk  you  through  the  intelligence  cycle  for  each  live 
sighting  report. 

The  cycle  begins  with  collection  of  the  information  and  preparation  of  an  initial 
report.  These  reports  come  in  through  various  channels.  Most  are  collected  through 
DIA's  extensive  refugee  screening  program,  which  Col.  Cole  will  describe.  Other  re- 
ports come  from  persons  who  come  to  us  voluntarily,  including  walk-ins  to  DIA  of- 
fices in  Indochina,  or  refugees  and  travellers  who  contact  us  in  the  United  States.  A 
few  come  to  us  from  persons  who  contact  U.S.  embassies  around  the  world.  All  these 
reports,  regardless  of  source,  are  sent  to  my  office. 

When  we  receive  the  report,  it  is  promptly  entered  into  our  database,  and  an  ana- 
lyst is  assigned  responsibility  for  conducting  immediate  initial  analysis.  This  first 
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analytical  look  includes  a  complete  search  of  all  our  databases  to  determine  if  we 
have  any  prior  reporting  that  might  shed  light  on  this  report.  We  look  at  all  reports 
from  the  same  geographic  area.  We  look  for  similarities  in  stories.  We  check  not 
only  human  source  reporting,  but  also  information  from  other  sources  available  to 
us.  When  relevant,  we  consult  special  sources,  such  as  our  prison  database.  Once  the 
analyst  has  completed  first  stage  analysis,  he  or  she  determines  whether  additional 
follow-up  is  necessary  and,  if  so,  what  that  follow-up  should  be. 

Not  all  reports  require  follow-up.  We  receive  many  reports  that  contain  accurate 
and  easily  recognized  accounts  of  wartime  events  and  of  Americans  caught  up  in 
the  fall  of  Indochina.  These  can  usually  be  evaluated  without  reporting  to  additional 
outside  follow-up. 

Some  reports,  however,  clearly  call  for  further  collection.  For  instance,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  reinterview  the  source  to  ask  additional  questions  or  to  clarify  certain 
issues.  It  may  also  be  necessary  to  interview  additional  people,  for  example  persons 
identified  by  the  source  himself  or  other  persons  who  have  come  from  the  same  vil- 
lage or  been  interred  in  the  same  prison.  In  many  cases  we  also  ask  for  information 
from  technical  systems  to  develop  more  information. 

These  are  the  traditional  methods  of  analytical  follow-up  that  have  been  available 
to  DIA  since  the  war  ended,  and  in  most  cases,  although  it  was  often  time  consum- 
ing, we  were  able  to  collect  enough  information  using  these  methods  to  evaluate  live 
sighting  reports  with  due  thoroughness. 

Within  the  last  year,  however,  DIA  has  finally  been  able  to  employ  an  additional 
collection  method,  sending  personnel  into  Indochina  to  investigate  reports  on  the 
ground.  DIA  has  always  wanted  this  capability,  and  we  have  tried  repeatedly  over 
the  years  to  achieve  it.  Because  these  were  police  States,  however,  and  many  areas 
were  completely  closed  to  us,  we  had  to  employ  other  means  of  getting  answers.  Be- 
cause more  direct  investigation  methods  were  denied  us,  we  were  forced  to  look 
sharply  at  all  aspects  of  a  report,  investigating  the  most  minor  of  leads  and  taking  a 
close  look  at  source  evaluation  to  determine  whether  the  source  had  the  access  and 
knowledge  he  claimed.  Because  so  much  was  riding  on  analysis  of  these  reports,  we 
could  not  leave  any  questions  unanswered. 

This  newest  method,  employing  active  in-country  investigation  of  live  sighting  re- 
ports, is  just  beginning  to  show  promise.  It  has  the  potential  to  provide  persuasive 
answers  within  a  very  short  period  of  time  on  a  number  of  our  most  troublesome 
reports.  To  be  sure,  it  won't  provide  answers  in  all  cases;  for  instance,  in  many  cases 
a  visit  to  the  scene  of  a  wartime  event  will  not  turn  up  witnesses  or  archival  data 
that  will  give  us  the  answers  we  seek. 

Our  analysts  have  tasked  49  of  the  108  firsthand  live  sighting  cases  that  are  cur- 
rently unresolved  for  live  sighting  investigations.  Col.  Cole's  Stoney  Beach  team  has 
undertaken  37  investigations  so  far,  and  these  have  enabled  us  to  collect  informa- 
tion to  assist  in  resolving  7  cases  and  one  photo  identification. 

A  word  of  caution  here.  Although  we  have  great  hopes  for  our  live  sighting  inves- 
tigation program,  the  program  is  very  new  and  still  has  growing  pains.  Despite 
promises  from  the  Indochinese  governments  to  diplomats  and  members  of  Congress, 
Col.  Cole's  people  on  the  ground  do  not  always  get  the  level  of  cooperation  we  need 
if  these  investigations  are  to  withstand  analytic  scrutiny  and  the  scrutiny  of  the 
American  public.  The  Vietnamese  have  recently  informed  us  that  they  intend  to 
oversee  the  program  using  methods  that  are  unacceptable  to  us.  We  are  still  at- 
tempting to  work  out  formal  agreements  with  the  government  of  Laos.  In  Cambodia, 
officials  will  permit  us  access  to  anywhere  we  wish  to  go,  but  they  cannot  guarantee 
safe  passage  in  any  areas  that  are  under  the  control  of  the  Khmer  Rouge. 

We  are  working  all  these  problems.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  in  the 
future  that  we  are  making  progress  in  solving  them, 

I'd  like  now  to  return  to  my  review  of  the  intelligence  cycle  for  each  live  sighting 
report.  I've  just  outlined  the  various  methods  we  employ  to  follow  up  each  report  as 
you  can  see,  as  additional  information  is  completed,  findings  are  collected,  and  the 
report  is  reanalyzed.  During  this  phase,  we  may  decide  to  collect  additional  informa- 
tion, sending  the  report  back  to  the  collection  phase.  At  some  point,  however,  ana- 
lysts in  this  second,  more  detailed  stage  of  analysis,  determine  that  sufficient  infor- 
mation has  been  collected  to  evaluate  the  report. 

In  the  evaluation  and  validation  stage,  our  analysts  prepare  a  formal  evaluation 
that  summarizes  the  report,  outlines  other  information  collected,  provides  our  anal- 
ysis of  the  total,  and  indicates  how  the  report  was  evaluated.  These  summary  find- 
ings are  first  reviewed  in-house  by  other  analysts  and  management. 

If  approved,  the  summary  findings  are  presented  to  a  formal  review  panel  made 
up  of  members  the  intelligence  community,  including  representatives  from  the  De- 
partment of  State,  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  the  Military  Intelligence  Serv- 
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ices,  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  Interna- 
tional Security  Affairs.  DIA  has  no  vote  on  this  panel.  Only  when  this  interagency 
panel  of  intelligence  professionals  unanimously  agrees,  does  the  evaluation  become 
official.  At  that  time  the  report  is  considered  resolved. 

Resolved  reports  become  part  of  our  data  base.  They  are  dynamic  records  which 
also  contribute  to  aggregate  analytical  studies  of  many  subjects,  including  geograph- 
ic studies  and  prison  studies.  Resolved  reports  sometimes  also  generate  new  ques- 
tions that  spark  new  collection  and  restart  the  intelligence  cycle. 

Finally,  the  outcome  of  our  approved  evaluations  are  disseminated  in  several 
ways.  First,  all  go  into  our  information  base.  All  reports  correlated  to  unaccounted- 
for  persons  are  forwarded  to  appropriate  service  casualty  offices  for  release  to  the 
next  of  kin.  Cases  of  high  interest  are  briefed  to  the  interagency  group  during  DIA's 
weekly  briefings  into  that  body.  Unusually  significant  cases  are  briefed  to  the  con- 
gressional Oversight  Committees  and  to  members  of  Congress  on  a  regular  basis. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  intelligence  cycle  for  live  sighting  reports  provides  an 
overview  of  our  efforts  at  DIA.  I  am  prepared  to  answer-  any  questions  you  might 
have  regarding  how  we  do  our  work.  I  have  with  me  at  the  table  four  other  people 
who  might  also  be  able  to  be  of  assistance.  They  are  Col.  John  Cole,  head  of  our 
Stoney  Beach  collection  team;  Mr.  Gary  Sydow  and  Mr.  Warren  Gray,  senior  ana- 
lysts in  my  office;  and  Mr.  Steve  Johnson,  the  Department  of  State  Representative 
on  the  interagency  review  panel. 

Thank  you. 
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The  committee  requested  Mr.  Sheetz  provide  statistics  on  the  number  of  firsthand 
live  sightings  received  on  a  yearly  basis  during  the  1980's  and  1990's.  The  committee 
also  asked  how  many  had  been  resolved  and  how  many  were  still  unresolved.  These 
statistics  are  as  follows: 


Year 


Number 
firsthand  live 
reports 


Numt)er 
resolved 


Number 
unresolved 


1980   121 

1981   100 

1982   78 

1983   106 

1984   117 

1985   116 

1986   118 

1987   109 

1988   Ill 

1989   164 

1990   148 

1991   92 

1992   46 


118 

3 

99 

1 

78 

0 

106 

0 

117 

0 

115 

1 

115 

3 

107 

2 

105 

6 

149 

15 

132 

16 

64 

28 

16 

30 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Sheetz.  We  appreci- 
ate that  overview  and  we  do  indeed  want  to  look  into  a  little  bit 
about  how  the  work  goes  and  also  what  the  status  is.  Let  me  begin 
by  asking  you,  you  currently  have  how  many  unresolved  live  sight- 
ing reports? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  As  of  today,  110. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  now  how  many  of  those  are  in  Vietnam? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  92  in  Vietnam. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  are  in  Laos? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  7  in  Laos  and  11  in  Cambodia. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  a  certain  portion  of  those  are  live  sighting 
reports  of  people  living  free,  correct? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  my  understanding  that  in  Vietnam  there 
are  some  42  reports  of  people  living  free? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  43,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  43.  And  in  Cambodia,  reports  of  2  people  living 
free. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Now,  4. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  4  people.  So  it  is  43  and  4,  is  that  accurate? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  43  and  4,  47  total  living  free.  How  many  do  you 
have  as  captive  in  Vietnam?  Live  sighting  reports  of  captive? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  I  have  here  49. 

The  Chairman.  Okay,  49  active  reports  of  captive  in  Vietnam. 
Captive  in  Cambodia? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Seven. 
The  Chairman.  Captive  in  Laos? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Seven. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  I  take  it  that  living  free  is  in  a  different 
priority  category,  or  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Captive  reports,  generally  speaking,  would  have  the 
highest  priority.  Whenever  we  go  into  a  particular  area  in  Viet- 
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nam,  if  we  had  captive  and  living  free  we  try  to  do  them  both  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  what  is  the  current  plan  for  running  down 
these  110  reports?  It  would  seem  to  me  that  110  reports  with  58 
people  in  country,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  have  a  pretty  quick  reso- 
lution of  these  reports. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That  would  be  a  very  accurate  view  if  we  had  as 
much  freedom  of  movement  as  you  might  like  and  as  I  might  like. 
But  we  have  to  go  through  an  approval  process  that  unfortunately 
takes  time,  and  our  people  cannot — the  day  they  receive  a  report, 
very  rarely  if  ever  can  they  move  right  out  and  investigate  that 
report. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  how  quickly  can  you  get  out  now?  It  was 
my  understanding  that  we  had  put  to  test  live  sighting  short  notice 
and  that  helicopters  were  supposed  to  now  be  available  for  live 
sighting  foUowup. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir.  That's  what  they  told  you  and  that's  what 
they  told  Secretary  Solomon  when  he  was  over  there,  as  well,  but  I 
think  Colonel  Cole  can  speak  to  a  slightly  different  reality,  and 
that's  the  reality  of  working  with  functionary  level  folks  who  are 
our  counterparts  as  opposed  to  the  policymakers  that  you  spoke 
with. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  Colonel,  have  you  not  been  able  to  receive 
the  short  notice  live  sighting  followup? 

Colonel  Cole.  Sir,  since  the  mechanism  was  put  into  place  and 
your  committee  made  the  trip  in  April  cooperation  has  been  excel- 
lent. We've  accomplished  15  short  notice  live  sighting  investiga- 
tions. However,  it  appears  the  train  is  fast  coming  to  a  halt.  The 
Vietnamese  are  beginning  to  change  the  rules,  as  evidenced  in  our 
technical  talks  last  week,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  in  what  way  are  they  changing  the  rules? 

Colonel  Cole.  Well,  sir,  we've  always  had  two  problems.  One  is 
that  contrary  to  what  we  thought  was  agreed  upon  by  your  visit  or 
during  your  visit  and  also  during  Secretary  Solomon's  visit,  was 
free  access  to  prisons  and  restricted  or  military  areas.  The  Viet- 
namese claim  that  was  never  agreed  upon. 

The  Chairman.  Free  access. 

Colonel  Cole.  Free  access.  They  claim  that  if  we  are  going  to  get 
into  a  prison  or  into  a  facility  located  in  a  military  zone,  or  what 
they  call  a  restricted  zone,  we  have  to  give  them  advance  notice. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  we  had  understood — in  fairness,  here, 
folks,  I  mean,  I  don't  know  a  military  base  or  a  prison  in  the 
United  States  anybody  can  just  jump  into,  even  you. 

Colonel  Cole.  We're  not  asking  for  that  same  kind  of  access  that 
you  had,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand. 

Colonel  Cole.  You  had  to  wait  an  hour.  We're  talking  at  least  a 
full  day,  maybe  2  days  before  we  could  get  into  these  places. 

The  Chairman.  My  understanding  was  that  we  had  a  short- 
notice  agreement. 

Colonel  Cole.  Negative,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  that  was  certainly  my  understanding.  I 
think  we'll  have  to  go  back  to  them  and  bring  this  up  because  obvi- 
ously the  notice  issue  is  an  important  one. 
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Colonel  Cole.  But  I  think,  sir,  more  prominent  than  the  residual 
disagreement  over  access  to  prisons  and  military  facilities  is  the 
one  that  came  up  last  week  during  the  tech  talks.  They  announced 
to  us  during  the  tech  talks,  the  Vietnamese  did,  that  they  have 
done  34,  35  live  sighting  investigations  with  us  to  date,  they  said 
they  have  found  nothing,  and  this  indicates  that  this  is  a  bogus 
issue,  in  so  many  words,  and  that  they  no  longer  want  to  proceed 
along  the  same  lines  as  we  had  been  conducting  them  since  early 
spring. 

They  now  have  made  several  demands,  the  first  of  which  is  they 
want  us  to  supply  all  unresolved  live  sighting  reports  requiring  in- 
vestigation, they  want  us  to  give  them  the  complete  data  package 
up  front.  They  then  want  to  sit  down  and  evaluate  the  case  data. 
They  want  us  to  produce  the  source,  so  that  they  can  sit  down  with 
us  and  interview  the  source  in  front  of  them.  And  then  they  want 
to  make  a  unilateral  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  the  case  war- 
rants further  investigation. 

Of  course,  we  replied  that  this  is  

The  Chairman.  Let  me  tell  you,  we  met  with  the  ambassador  the 
other  day,  and  I  know  where  the  Vietnamese  are  coming  from  on 
this,  which  is  that  they  believe  that  this  is  endless.  They  see  it  as  a 
constantly  added-to  list.  And  so  what  they  are  really  looking  for  is 
some  certitude  to  where  we  are  coming  from.  They  are  uncertain 
and  they  have  a  sense  that  at  first  the  road  map  was  this,  then  the 
road  map  was  this,  now  it  is  not  just  the  Vessey  discrepancy  lists, 
it  is  live  sighting  reports,  it  is  so  forth.  And  they  keep  having  a 
sense  of  this  moving  goal  post.  That  is  my  understanding  of  it. 

My  sense  is  that  we  would  be  well-served  to  provide  them  with  a 
list  of  live  sighting  incidents  and  to  say  look,  if  we  can  get  these 
done  in  the  next  3  weeks  or  month,  those  are  the  existing  live 
sighting  reports. 

Is  it  fair  to  say  that  plus  or  minus  a  couple,  the  live  sighting  list 
is  what  it  is?  It  is  the  live  sighting  list,  it  can't  change? 

Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir,  but  what  they  are  asking  for  is  they  are 
asking  for  the  complete  data  background  on  each  of  the  unresolved 
cases.  We  are  prepared  to  supply  them  a  list  of  general  areas.  We 
want  to  go  to  this  province  the  first  week  of  September. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand. 

Colonel  Cole.  Then  one  this  week  

The  Chairman.  I  understand  why  you  can't  

Colonel  Cole.  But  we  cannot  reveal  to  them,  sir,  the  background 
of  each  case  prior  to  us  going  down  and  inspecting.  That  would  in- 
validate any  credibility  we  have  on  this  thing,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that  full  well  and  I  am  sympathetic 
to  that,  and  we  made  that  argument  very  clearly  to  the  Vietnam- 
ese when  we  were  there.  My  hope  is  obviously — this  is  not  the 
place  to  vet  this  completely,  but  obviously  I  want  to  state  it  here 
because  I  know  that  they  are  listening  and  I  think  it  is  terribly  im- 
portant for  the  Vietnamese  to  understand  that  this  is  not  a  chang- 
ing, moving  goal  post,  that  this  list  is  pretty  finite,  and  that  the 
more  rapidly  it  can  be  pursued  the  more  rapidly  this  issue,  obvious- 
ly, can  be  resolved. 

There  are  a  finite  number  of  cases  which  we  have  now  confirmed 
are  finite,  because  our  committee's  work  has  already  publicly  con- 
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firmed  that  we  are  both  dealing  with  a  universe  of  130  or  so  cases 
that  we  are  now  trying  to  make  determinations  about.  So  if  you 
add  to  that  the  live  sighting  reports,  there  isn't. a  lot  more  with  the 
exception  of  an  ongoing  excavation  process  which  will  last  for 
years. 

So  I  would  hope  that  you  could  convey  to  them  and  we  will  cer- 
tainly try  to  convey  to  them  the  importance  of  understanding  that 
this  is  not  an  ever-changing  playing  field,  that  it  is  even  more  de- 
fined today  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  and  it  would  be  a  tragedy 
not  to  complete  this  process  that  we  have  made  so  many — with 
their  help,  incidentally — that  we  have  made  so  many  advances  on 
in  the  last  months. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator,  I  might  point  out  that — Fll  use  a  vernacu- 
lar phrase  here.  If  we  were  truly  trying  to  jerk  the  Vietnamese 
around  with  this  mechanism,  I  would  send  out  for  the  field  every 
live  sighting  report  that  I  have  for  field  investigation.  But  in  fact, 
of  the  92  cases  that  pertain  to  Vietnam  we've  only  sent  46  out  to 
the  field  for  live  sighting  followup  because  we  feel  that  we  can 
properly  evaluate  the  other  46  through  analytic  means  without 
having  to  go  to  the  extent  of  having  a  full  field  investigation  on 
that  report.  So  I  think  we  are  exercising  proper  judgment  in  only 
sending  out  the  most  promising  of  the  reports. 

And  I  would  also  say  that  many  of  the  reports  that  we  send  out 
are  basically  not  that  impressive  in  terms  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  report.  It's  not,  as  I  mentioned  before  the  word,  smok- 
ing gun.  We  have  the  responsibility  of  following  up  on  each  and 
every  one  of  these  reports  and  doing  a  full  and  complete  job,  which 
we  take  very  seriously.  But  many  of  these  reports  are  not  strong  on 
substance. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that.  Doesn't  it  make  a  lot  more 
sense  in  terms  of  the  possibilities  of  finding  somebody  alive,  which 
is  the  task,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  the  number  one  mission  of  the  Defense  De- 
partment. 

The  Chairman.  Okay.  If  that  is  the  number  one  mission,  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  a  quick  prioritization  of  those  live 
sighting  reports  in  which  there  is  any  kind  of  question  mark  of 
most  recent  vintage,  and  that  you  work  backwards. 

I  mean,  I  would  think  that  sitting  there  following  up  on  a  live 
sighting  report  of  1978  would  get  a  little  silly  to  them  pretty  quick- 
ly. It  would  get  a  little  silly  to  a  lot  of  people  to  go  back  to  a  par- 
ticular railroad  crossing  where  a  moving  boxcar  was  seen  with  40 
people  in  it  on  some  midnight  of  18  years  ago.  You  know,  it  sort  of 
defies  notions  that  you  have  got  to  go  back  there  in  order  to  find 
out  the  reality  of  a  boxcar  having  been  there,  or  so  forth,  which  is 
like  picking  a  needle  in  the  haystack. 

But  if  you  have  got  reports  that  say  that  in  1992  somebody  was 
seen  here  or  somebody  was  seen  there,  that  is  your  best  shot,  and 
particularly  in  terms  of  living  freely,  you're  going  to  have  a  better 
shot  of  finding  somebody.  If  somebody  is  living  freely  there  in  1992 
and  you  can  find  them,  they  are  going  to  have  an  awful  lot  of  infor- 
mation about  other  people  who  may  have  been  living  there  in  the 
last  20  years.  Now,  is  that  your  priority? 
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Mr.  Sheetz.  All  reports  are  important.  However,  I  would  tell  you 
that  the  most  recent  reports  are  the  first  among  equals,  and  I'm 
sure  Colonel  Cole  can  describe  for  you  the  kinds  of  discussions  he 
has  had  with  his  field  collectors  as  they  move  out  into  the  field  to 
follow  up  on  reports. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  let  me  give  you  an  example.  You  have  got 
a  total  of  firsthand  live  reports  received  in  1992,  this  year,  are  46. 
You  have  resolved  16  of  the,  30  are  unresolved.  By  when  could  we 
look  to  having  this  committee  know  what  the  other  30  resolution 
is? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Fm  not  sure  all  of  them  have  been  sent  out  for  Colo- 
nel Cole's  people  to  resolve.  Some  of  them  undoubtedly  have.  Some 
of  them  could  still  be  in  the  analytical  process  back  here  in  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Chairman.  My  question  still  remains.  By  when  can  this 
committee  expect  to  know  the  results  of  those  30  reports? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  would  love  to  give  the  Senator  a  hard  and  fast 
answer  to  that  question.  I  don't  think  I  can.  I  think  what  I  can 
promise  is  that  

The  Chairman.  Well,  if  you  have  a  live  sighting  report  of  some- 
body seeing  

Senator  McCain.  What  can  you  promise? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  What  I  can  promise  is  that  we  have  just  put  an  addi- 
tional number  of  personnel  into  the  live  sighting  investigative  mis- 
sion. We  call  it  the  interim  plus-up  and  in  that  plus-up  basically 
what  we  are  trying  to  do  is  through  an  essentially  brute  force 
method  of  drastically  increasing  the  number  of  investigators  to  to- 
tally work  off  the  backlog  so  that  we  get  to  the  position  where 
when  a  case  is  sent  out  from  here  in  Washington,  when  a  package 
goes  out,  one  of  Colonel  Cole's  field  collectors  can  take  up  that 
package  and  go  right  out  into  the  field  on  that  case;  and  with  Viet- 
namese approval  to  maneuver  and  to  get  around  

The  Chairman.  I  understand. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  could  get  them  resolved  quickly. 

The  Chairman.  But  I  am  still  puzzled  by  something.  Bob. 

Senator  McCain.  Excuse  me.  On  that  issue,  does  that  mean  you 
clearly  can  commit  to  the  chairman  that  you  will  have  this  com- 
plete by  the  time  the  committee  completes  its  work? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  Colonel  Cole  is  responsible  for  the  field  investi- 
gation. He  has  these  plus-ups  working  for  him.  Perhaps  he  should 
try  to  make  an  answer. 

Colonel  Cole.  Sir,  there  are  a  couple  of  big  ifs.  First,  if  we  get  the 
kind  of  cooperation  from  the  Vietnamese  that  we  need  on  this,  we 
can  certainly  move  ahead. 

Second,  General  Needham  on  the  joint  task  force,  full  accounting 
commander,  has  put  in  a  formal  request  to  the  Vietnamese  for  us 
to  be  able  to  increase  the  size  of  our  Hanoi  office.  And  the  request 
is  pending  for  a  second  full-time  live  sighting  investigator  to  be 
based  in  Hanoi.  We  hopefully  will  have  that  back  within  a  month 
to  put  a  second  individual  up  there. 

So  if  we  get  back  on  track  with  the  Vietnamese,  we'll  be  able  to 
put  a  second  guy  in. 
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The  Chairman.  Let  me  come  back  to  the  point  that  I  was  trying 
to  get  at.  The  priority  is  on  finding  if  somebody  is  alive  in  south- 
east Asia  today. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  get  a  report  into  DIA  and  it  says,  I  saw 
somebody  in  1992,  I  would  think  you  would  want  to  evaluate  that 
in  a  matter  of  a  couple  of  days  or  hours,  that  it  either  has  the  po- 
tential of  being  real  or  does  not. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  We  have  a  time  line  that  

The  Chairman.  If  it  has  a  potential  of  being  real,  I  would  think 
you  would  want  to  have  it  back  in  the  field  by  fax  by  whatever, 
within  hours.  And  you  would  want  people  out  there. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Mr.  Warren  Gray,  sitting  to  my  right,  is  the  chief  of 
our  current  operations  branch  and  it's  his  job  to  manage  the  inven- 
tory of  live  sighting  cases.  And  Warren  has  laid  out  a  time  line 
that  we've  negotiated  with  Colonel  Cole  that  once  we  get  this  plus- 
up  completed  to  get  the  inventory  cleaned  up,  we  intend  on  living 
up  to  that  time  line. 

And  if  you  might  want  to  summarize  what  that  time  line  is, 
Warren? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  we're  trying  to  do  the  analysis  on  the  reports  as 
they're  received,  get  them  back  to  the  live  sighting  investigators 
and  get  the  investigation  done  

The  Chairman.  I  am  sorry  to  keep  interrupting  you,  but  do  you 
not  have  a  computer  capacity  that  plugs  in  and  out  of  Bangkok  and 
you  can  do  the  analysis  in  Bangkok. 

Mr.  Gray.  We  have  done  that. 

The  Chairman.  If  it  is  worth  going  in,  you  go  in  right  away? 

Mr.  Gray.  Absolutely,  yes,  sir.  In  July  we  received  a  report  we 
said  was  Stoney  Beach,  discussed  that  report  within  24  hours, 
tasked  the  LSI  to  go  into  Cambodia  to  check  it  out.  We  can  do  it  by 
telephone. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  am  having  trouble  understanding  how 
many  of  the  1992  reports  refer  to  a  1992  sighting.  In  other  words, 
you  could  have  46  reports  received  in  1992,  but  many  of  them 
would  refer  to  a  sighting  in  the  1970's  or  1980's,  correct? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir,  that's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  My  question  is  how  many  of  the  1992  reports 
refer  to  a  1992  sighting? 

Mr.  Gray.  It  looks  like  none  of  the  reports  refer  to  a  1992  sight- 
ing. 

The  Chairman.  Nobody  has  seen  anybody  living  free  or  in  cap- 
tivity in  1992? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  think  we  have  at  least  four,  four  reports  that 
relate  to  a  1992  sighting. 

The  Chairman.  Four  reports  of  somebody  seeing  somebody  in 
1992? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Where  they  seen  in  captivity  or  living  free? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Captive  environment  alleged,  captive  environment. 

The  Chairman.  Are  all  four  checked  out  yet? 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Why  not? 
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Mr.  Gray.  One  of  the  sources  gave  us  the  report  that  he  saw  Hve 
American  POW's  in  Laos  and  he  said,  I  will  not  give  you  the  loca- 
tion of  that  sighting  until  you  give  me  a  reward.  Where  do  we  go? 
We  can't. 

The  other  reports  we're  looking  at  go  back  into  the  tasking 
system  to  the  LSI's.  That's  what  we're  faced  with. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Can  I  explain  what  we  try  to  do  when  a  report 
comes  in? 

The  Chairman.  Before  you  do,  let  me  ask  you,  you  say  you  are 
reevaluating  the  other  three? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  No  reevaluating,  initial  evaluation. 
The  Chairman.  And  giving  them  to  the  LSI's? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  does  that  take? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  It  takes  sometimes  a  week  or  more  to  do  that. 

The  Chairman.  If  a  person  has  not  asked  for  a  reward  and  the 
person  says,  I  saw  somebody  being  held  in  Cam  Nan  or  whatever  it 
was,  why  do  you  not  just  say,  okay,  let  us  go.  Let  us  go  and  look 
and  see  if  somebody  is  there  immediately. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  What  we're  trying  to  do.  Senator,  is  to  have  our  ana- 
lyst put  some  value  added  to  that  report,  fill  in  whatever  loose 
stats  might  be  in  there  and  we  extract  from  our  database  other  re- 
ports that  we've  had  previously  in  that  same  geographic  area. 
Might  somehow  bear  on  it,  might  not. 

To  include  hearsay  reporting.  The  reason  that's  important  is, 
many  of  these  reports,  unfortunately,  when  we  get  out  to  the  scene, 
turn  out  to  be  either  shams  or  just  don't  pan  out.  And  we've  gone 
to  great  trouble  with  working  with  the  Vietnamese  to  gain  approv- 
al, to  get  out  to  a  certain  site  and  if  you're  able  to  determine  in  10 
minutes'  time  that  there  are  no  watchtowers  here,  there  is  no 
coiled  concertina  wire,  there  is  no  detention  facility,  it  just  plain 
doesn't  exist. 

The  Chairman.  So,  in  other  words,  you  can  determine  that  it's 
bogus  without  having  to  expend  your  good  will  and  the  effort  

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  the  problem  though  is,  if  it  is  a  captive  situa- 
tion in  particular,  we  want  to  send  our  analysts,  our  collector,  out 
there  fully  prepared,  to  include  all  the  analytical  background  that 
we  have  on  that  particular  area.  In  addition — wait,  this  is  an  im- 
portant point — in  addition,  if  he  gets  out  there  and  the  report 
quickly  falls  apart,  the  Vietnamese,  they  complain  to  us  that, 
you've  sent  us  out  here  on  a  wild  goose  chase,  this  is  ridiculous, 
we're  being  led  by  the  nose  through  this  incredible  charade. 

To  cut  that  off,  we're  giving  the  live  sighting  investigator  a  more 
complete  package,  which  includes  other  information  that  while 
they're  out  there,  if  they  quickly  dispense  of  this  case,  here's  three 
or  four  other  things  that  you  can  check  out  in  that  immediate  geo- 
graphic area. 

The  Chairman.  Now  let  me  ask  you  a  couple  of  heretical  ques- 
tions that  would  come  from  sort  of  different  sources  of  skepticism 
about  this  issue.  And  I  ask  them  as  a  devil's  advocate,  to  lay  them 
on  the  table,  not  as  a  statement  of  belief. 

But  what  do  you  say  to  somebody  who  says,  boy,  you  guys  are 
caught  in  the  worst  catch-22  craziness  of  all  history?  Because  you 
are  going  to  keep  getting  a  live  sighting  report  and  the  live  sight- 
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ing  report  is  going  to  tell  you  somebody  is  in  captivity.  And  you 
have  got  to  get  permission  to  go.  I  mean,  you  cannot  just  go  in 
somebody's  country  willy-nilly  and  

Mr.  Sheetz.  They  won't  let  us.  They  would  arrest  us  if  we  tried. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  somebody  would  be  arrested  trying  to 
break  into  Sing-Sing  or  wherever  in  America,  too. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Sure,  absolutely.  That's  right. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean,  the  point  is,  you  need  your  clearances. 
You  need  some  kind  of  clearance  in  a  nation  to  go  somewhere,  par- 
ticularly into  a  secure  area.  So  this  is  the  catch-22. 

In  our  country,  I  do  not  think  we  would  give  unfettered  permis- 
sion to  the  Russians  to  go  into  every  facility  we  have  in  the  United 
States.  We  would  want  somebody  walking  with  them.  We  would 
give  them  some  prior  notice  so  the  warden  knows  it  is  not  a  group 
of  people  coming  for  a  big  prison  break.  I  mean,  let  us  be  rational. 
We  have  got  to  apply  our  own  rationality  to  this,  right.  So,  catch- 
22. 

There  is  always  going  to  be  an  element  of  notice,  so  the  doubting 
Thomas  is  always  going  to  say  to  you,  they  moved  them,  they  were 
not  there,  this  is  a  game.  You  guys  are  telling  them  where  you  are 
going,  you  go  out  to  where  you  are  going  and  when  you  get  there, 
there  is  no  one  there.  And  we  just  go  around  and  around  and 
around.  What  do  you  say? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  one  of  the  things  we  try  to  do  when  we  get  out 
to  the  area  of  the  report  is  to  not  just  take  the  first  information 
that's  presented  to  us,  and  typically,  when  you  get  there,  people 
are  sort  of  preidentified  for  you  to  talk  to  in  some  cases.  But  we're 
not  satisfied  with  that.  We  try  to  get  off  the  beaten  track  a  little 
bit  and  talk  to  some  of  the  villagers  or  passers-by,  people  who  were 
not  placed  at  the  scene  for  us  to  talk  to,  try  to  get  into  archival 
records  if  they  exist. 

So  you  try  to  enrich  the  experience  by  gathering  in  as  much  in- 
formation as  you  can.  Bob  DeStatte  has  had  the  occasion  to  travel 
very  widely  in  the  country  and  is  very  familiar  with  some  of  the 
travel  difficulties,  as  well  as  the  nuances  of  interviewing  Vietnam- 
ese witnesses.  So  maybe  Bob  might  want  to  add  a  little  bit  to  that. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  I  think  I'd  like  to  comment  on  two  areas. 
One,  the  environment  we  find  ourselves  in  when  we  arrive  at  the 
location  and  our  ability  to  cut  through  screens,  if  you  will,  or  at- 
tempts to  screen  us  from  spontaneous  information. 

The  second  area  has  to  do  with  the  coordination  process,  in  some 
aspects  of  the  coordination  process  as  it  exists  in  Vietnam  today. 

The  first  topic,  one  of  the  no-notice  or  short  notice  investigations 
that  I  went  on,  we  went  to  a  small  village  in  Tai  Kai  Province. 
There  was  absolutely  no  way  for  information  about  our  visit  to  pre- 
cede our  arrival  there,  for  a  variety  of  reasons  I  won't  bore  you 
with.  We  landed  our  helicopter.  We  stepped  out  of  the  helicopter 
and  very  rapidly  a  crowd  of  people  who  are  working  in  the  fields 
and  gathering  fruits  and  one  thing  and  another  collected.  We  must 
have  had  200  people  gather  around  us  in  the  first  5  minutes,  not 
one  official. 

And  we  sat  and  chatted  with  those  folks  for  while.  We  asked  one 
of  the — our  counterpart  asked  one  of  the  villagers  if  he'd  run  up  to 
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the  village  offices  and  invite  the  authorities  to  come  down.  And  he 
did. 

So  while  we  were  waiting — it  must  have  been  20  minutes  for  him 
to  get  up  there  and  these  folks  to  come  back — we  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  chat  with  a  wide  variety  of  people,  young  and  old,  men  and 
women,  and  we  got  very  candid  comments. 

There  was — we  can  do  this  in  a  variety — even  if  we  had  informed 
the  people  in  advance,  say,  several  days,  and  they  had  had  an  at- 
tempt to  pass  word  ahead  on  that,  I'm  satisfied  from  experience 
that  we  are  given  the  freedom  to  talk  to  anybody  we  wish  to  in 
these  villages,  and  that  in  so  doing  both  the  independent  spirit  and 
openness  of  the  average  villager  out  there,  combined  with  our 
skills  as  interviewers,  we  would  cut  through  any  attempt  by  some- 
one to  screen  us  from  the  facts. 

The  issue  is  that  of  coordination.  And  I  realize  you  folks  encoun- 
tered that  first-hand  when  you  visited  there  the  last  time.  But  the 
normal  coordination  process  and  most  of  the  installations  that  I 
visit  are  military  installations,  and  the  coordination  process  is  as 
follows. 

We  first  are  required  to  submit  a  written  request  to  the  Viet- 
namese ministry,  pardon  me,  office  for  seeking  missing  persons. 
They,  in  turn,  send  the  request  to  the  senior  military  representa- 
tive on  the  VNOSMP,  the  Vietnam  office  for  seeking  missing  per- 
sons. 

He,  in  turn,  then  has  to  take  that  request — let's  say,  for  example, 
I  want  to  visit  hospital  108 — he  has  to  take  the  request  to  the  office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Defense  and  he  must  get  the  minister's  approval 
or  his  designated  representative.  Once  he  has  that  approval,  then 
he  must  go  to  the  general  staff  department,  because  they  com- 
mand— most  of  the  command  functions  are  exercised  through  the 
general  staff  department  or  the  staff  department  at  the  appropri- 
ate echelon. 

Once  he  has  the  approval  of  the  general  staff  department,  then 
he  has  to  go  to  the  particular  director  that  is  responsible  for  that 
activity.  In  the  case  of  medical  installations,  it  falls  under  the  gen- 
eral directorate  for  rear  services,  one  of  the  four  major  depart- 
ments in  their  armed  forces,  three  major  departments  in  their 
armed  forces. 

Once  he  gets  the  approval  of  the  general  directorate  for  rear 
services,  then  he  has  to  go  down,  in  this  case,  to  the  medical  de- 
partment, which  is  a  subordinate  echelon  of  that.  Once  he  has  the 
approval  of  the  medical  department,  he  can  then  go  to  the  director 
of  the  hospital  and  get  on  the  calendar. 

And  they  do  not  have,  their  bureaucracy  doesn't  have  procedures 
for  short-stopping  that.  And  each  level  in  the  command  under- 
standably wants  to  make  sure  they're  not  getting,  that  they're  not 
going  to  be  blindsided.  They  want  to  know  what's  happening  in 
their  subordinate  echelons. 

Customarily,  one  or  more  of  the  intermediate  echelons  in  that 
chain  of  command  will  want  to  have  a  representative  present 
during  the  meeting.  And  it's  not  there  so  much — my  experience 
has  been  that  they're  not  there  to  control,  they're  there  to  simply 
inform  their  bosses  at  the  various  echelons  what's  going  on. 

The  Chairman.  So  it's  a  bureaucracy  like  any  other. 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct.  And  just  to  make  one  comment 
further,  once  that  coordination  process  is  completed,  I  found  the  co- 
operation is  outstanding.  They  not  only — if  I  tell  them  I  want  to 
deal  with  an  issue  that  say  occurred  during  the  mid-seventies,  they 
will  call  people  back  in  from  retirement  who  served  in  that  facility 
during  the  mid-seventies  to  ensure  that  I  get — and  this  is  at  my 
specific  request  or  explicit  request.  But  they've  been  very  coopera- 
tive. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  have  to  comment  that  it  is  not  a  scientific 
basis,  obviously,  not  even  a  tried  and  true  investigative  protocol. 
But  when  Senator  Smith  and  I  were  there  in  the  spring,  we  had 
permission  to  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  military  base,  Dongtiem. 

In  point  of  fact,  our  helicopter  went  to  the  wrong  place  and 
landed  right  in  the  middle  of  the  camp,  of  the  military  camp,  not 
on  the  outside.  Literally  150,  200  young  soldiers  came  running 
down  sort  of  half-dressed,  they  had  been  playing  different  games 
out  by  the  barracks  and  things.  And  they  came  over  and  crowded 
around  the  helicopter  and  around  us.  And  we  proceeded  to  have  an 
impromptu,  15,  20  minute  conversation  with  them  through  the  in- 
terpreters, asking  them  if  they  had  ever  seen  Americans  anywhere 
in  the — it  was  totally  spontaneous.  And  they  all  laughed  and  said, 
no,  they  had  never  seen  anybody  and  so  forth. 

Now  I  just  sort  of  intuitively,  as  a  human  being,  as  well  as  with 
some  former  investigative  experience  as  a  prosecutor,  felt  the  lack 
of  motive,  the  spontaneity,  all  the  different  things  you  add  up, 
were  pretty  powerful  and  seemed  to  give  me  a  sense  that  these 
people,  at  least,  that  we  were  talking  to  in  that  particular  vicinity 
had  not  seen  somebody. 

Now,  I  think  if  you  are  there  for  a  year  or  for  2  years  and  you 
are  moving  around  and  there  is  a  repetition  to  that  kind  of  sponta- 
neity, you  begin  to  get  a  larger  flavor  perhaps  for  something.  It 
does  not  mean  someone  is  not  secreted  away,  away  from  everybody, 
totally  unbeknownst  to  anyone  in  a  community.  And  obviously, 
that  is  a  possibility,  I  guess.  But  it  certainly  diminishes  the  capac- 
ity for  many  of  these  so-called  live  sighting  reports  to  gain  a  cer- 
tain credibility  when  you  see  the  flow  of  traffic  and  you  recognize 
the  reaction  to  people  under  what  are  considered  strange  circum- 
stances in  a  community  where  strangeness  stands  out  like  a  sore 
thumb  and  where  almost  any  event  out  of  the  truly  ordinary  sticks 
out. 

Is  that  a  fair,  I  mean,  does  that  enter  into  your  interpretative 
process? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Oh,  yes,  sir.  The  people  there  are  like  people  the 
world  over.  If  someone  that  they  perceive  to  be  an  important  per- 
sonage asks  them  for  their  views,  they  are  flattered  at  the  opportu- 
nity and  there  is,  as  you  say,  a  genuine  spontaneity  and  openness 
there. 

But  to  bring  it  back  to  our  live  sighting  issue,  in  my  personal 
judgment,  what  Mr.  Sheetz  and  Colonel  Cole  were  talking  about, 
ensuring  that  our  live  sighting  investigator,  when  he  goes  to  a  loca- 
tion, goes  there  not  with  just  one  report  in  his  pocket  to  look  into. 
It  is  very  important  because  it  is  going  back  to  the  coordination 
process. 
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The  person  who  has  to  go  up  to  the  minister  and  the  director  of 
the  staff  department  and  so  forth,  if  he  goes  up  there  repetitively 
as  can  be  the  case  to  visit  the  same  location,  he  is  going  to  use  up 
whatever  good  will  he  has,  because  these  people  at  these  staff  posi- 
tions are  busy  men.  And  so  if  he  goes  there,  we  want  to  look  into 
five  cases,  then  we  go  in  and  look  at  all  five  of  those  cases,  it  shows 
good  faith  on  our  part. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  an  element  of  the  catch-22  part  of  the 
question  that  was  not  addressed  but  we  can  come  back  to  it.  Sena- 
tor Daschle? 

Senator  Daschle.  I  have  no  questions  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Smith?  I  have  more  questions,  but  I  am 
going  to  come  back. 

Senator  Smith.  Just  picking  up  on  some  of  that  debate  with  Sen- 
ator Kerry.  If  you  look  at  the  map  up  there  of  Vietnam  and  Laos 
and  Cambodia,  you  can  think  of  it  as  kind  of  the  universe  of  the 
live  sighting  reports.  Obviously,  that  is  where  most  of  them  are,  all 
of  them  are.  And  you  assume,  for  a  moment,  that  those  countries 
involved,  if  they  have  anybody,  do  not  wish  us  to  have  them  back, 
otherwise  they  probably  would  have  made  some  arrangement  to  do 
that. 

And  then  you,  making  that  assumption,  which  I  think  is  a  rea- 
sonable one,  you  then  go  to  the  task  that  you  all  have,  which  is  to 
try  to  investigate  these  live  sighting  reports.  Well,  it  is  pretty  rea- 
sonable, is  it  not,  to  assume  that  no  matter  how  much  investigating 
you  do,  the  overt  investigation  that  you  are  doing,  either  the  Viet- 
namese or  the  Lao  do  not  want  to  you  find  POW's,  they  are  not 
going  to  show  them  to  you.  So  is  that  not  a  reasonable  assumption? 

Colonel,  with  all  the  work  you  are  doing  out  there,  unless  some 
decision  is  made  in  the  Politburo  or  someplace  else  to  take  Colonel 
Cole  to  a  prison  or  some  location  where  there  is  somebody  alive, 
they  are  not  going  to  take  you  there. 

Colonel  Cole.  I  would  assume  that  would  be  right,  sir.  Unless  I 
stumble  onto  one  living  freely  in  the  province  or  something,  in  a 
remote  area. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  does  it  make  then  and  I  would  be  very  care- 
ful how  we  tiptoe  around  this,  but  does  it  not  make  sense  that 
covert  activities  make  more  sense  than  overt  rumblings  around  in 
various  areas  of  Vietnam  taking,  going  to  where  they  want  you  to 
go? 

Colonel  Cole.  I'm  the  wrong  guy  to  ask  on  that,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  No,  Fm  not  asking  you  to  get  into,  I'm  just 
asking  you  in  a  general  sense. 

Colonel  Cole.  I  can't  answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  All  right.  Have  any  of  you  established  specifical- 
ly, in  any  of  your  investigating,  especially  the  folks  on  the  ground 
at  Stoney  Beach,  have  any  of  you  determined  any  Vietnamese  and 
Lao  officials  that  you  have  determined  have  lied  to  you  in  your  in- 
vestigation, directly  lied  to  you  in  terms  of  providing  information? 
Not  refugee  reports,  not  the  source. 

Colonel  Cole.  I  understand,  sir.  You're  talking  the  live  sighting 
investigations  conducted  to  date. 

Senator  Smith.  Right.  Your  counterparts  on  the  other  side. 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir,  we  have  not. 
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Senator  Smith.  You  have  not  established  definitely  that  any  of 
them  have  lied  to  you? 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir.  The  cooperation  in  the  past  few  months 
has  been  outstanding  and  we  found  that  they  have  been  most  help- 
ful. 

Senator  Smith.  See,  what  I  am  trying — when  Senator  Kerry  and 
I  and  the  committee  went  to  Vietnam  and  Laos,  it  gave  me  an  in- 
teresting perspective.  Because  what  I  was  hearing,  what  I  heard 
from  you  guys,  all  of  your  people  and  we  traveled  with  all  of  you 
throughout  both  countries,  I  heard  extensively  that  you  felt  you 
could  have  greater  cooperation,  but  when  you  got  out  there,  it 
seemed  like  the  cooperation  was  increasing. 

Yet  yesterday,  Mr.  Sydow  indicated  that  as  far  as  the — help  me 
with  the  name  of  the  prison. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Bang  Liet.  ' 

Senator  Smith.  Bang  Liet  prison,  thank  you.  He  felt  that  we  all 
were  lied  to  and  testified  to  that  effect.  So  it  just  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  not  uniformity  or  unanimous  opinion  here  that  the  Viet- 
namese are  being  forthright. 

Now,  by  that  I  mean,  when  I  say  forthright,  I  do  not  mean  what 
they  are  not  telling  us.  I  am  talking  about  what  they  are  telling  us. 
In  other  words,  are  they  telling  us  things  that  are  not  true?  They 
tell  us  what  they  want  to,  but  do  you  understand  the  distinction?  I 
am  interested  in  what  they  are  telling  us.  Is  what  they  are  telling 
us  proving  to  be  accurate? 

Colonel  Cole.  I  think  it  is,  but  I  think  one  thing  we  have  to  re- 
member here,  sir,  is  if  we  don't  ask  the  right  question,  we're  not 
going  to  get  a  volunteered  answer.  Let  me  give  you  an  example. 

Last  Saturday,  we  conducted  an  advance  notice  live  sighting  in- 
vestigation at  the  Ministry  of  Interior  198  hospital.  Now,  we  know 
from  past  reporting  that  the  Japanese  monk  was  held  in  this  hospi- 
tal and  we  know  some  other  people  were  held  in  this  hospital.  The 
first  15  minutes  of  questions  by  my  live  sighting  investigator,  he 
didn't  ask  any  of  those  questions.  And  the  director,  while  being 
open  and  cordial,  didn't  volunteer  this. 

But  then,  as  we  began  to  ask  specific  questions,  we  in  turn  got 
specific  responses  and  all  of  them,  the  best  we  can  tell,  were  truth- 
ful. So  what  I'm  saying  is  if  you  don't  ask  the  right  question  with 
the  exact  vocabulary,  you  know,  difference  between — there's  a 
whole  list  of  synonyms  that  we  think,  stay-behind.  We  use  the  term 
stay-behind,  like  for  Garwood. 

They  have,  I  think,  six  or  seven  different  words.  Bob  and  Gary 
are  more  expert  than  myself,  but  if  we  don't  ask  the  specific  word, 
the  specific  question,  we're  not  going  to  get  an  answer.  And  that  to 
me  is  not  lying,  that's  just  not — they're  not  going  to  be  completely 
open. 

Senator  Smith.  I  cannot  recall.  Maybe  Senator  Kerry  does.  I 
cannot  recall  whether  you  asked  them  if  American  POW's  were  at 
that  prison  and  if  so,  how  many  or  whether  they  volunteered  it,  I 
do  not  recall. 

But  I  know  that,  based  on  the  answer,  they  gave  us  the  low 
number,  I  think  8  or  10  or  7,  and  you  indicated  that  there  were 
others,  many  more  than  that  at  that  prison  based  on  the  informa- 
tion you  had.  So  that  would  be  an  example  of  not  being  truthful. 
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The  Chairman.  Let  me  interject  here  if  I  can,  because  I  want  to 
be  very  careful  on  this  stuff  because  I  want  the  record  to  be  accu- 
rate, but  also  we  are  dealing  with  an  ongoing  negotiating  process 
here.  And  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  ruptures  over  misconstrued — or 
misinterpretations.  And  misconstruals  are  misinterpretations. 

Now  let  me  just  say  that  I  weis  there,  I  was  the  one  who  asked 
the  question  and  it  was — the  guy  who  was  very  reluctant  to  let  us 
in,  he  was  the  lower  level  person  in  charge  of  the  prison  who  had 
specific  instructions  as  to  what  he  thought  we  were  to  see. 

And  it  was  during  that  initial  period  before  we  were  cleared  into 
the  rest  of  the  prison  that  we  asked  the  question,  how  many  Amer- 
icans were  here?  And  he  said  something  like,  10  or  so.  Now,  that 
was  not  an  accurate  number. 

But  I  took — I  mean,  at  the  time,  I  am  not  sure  that  he  was  feel- 
ing liberated  to  talk  to  us  because  we  still  were  not  cleared  to  go  do 
a  lot  of  what  we  were  doing.  We  kind  of  pushed  our  way  in  there. 
And  I  just  think  if  you  put  it  into  the  circumstances,  you  have  got 
to  measure  it. 

We  also  had  an  investigator  with  us  and  the  investigator  never 
said  to  us,  no,  that  is  wrong.  You  should  ask  him,  you  know,  there 
were  more  or  something.  So  we  just  thought  it  was  a  casual  kind  of 
conversation. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  think  this  is  exceptional  to  talk  about  today.  It 
shows  the  complications  of  an  investigation  and  why  we  need  to  be 
prepared  when  we  send  our  LSI  in.  I  think  I  would  reserve  further 
speculation  about  this  until  we  could  talk  to  it  in  another  venue. 
And  I  would  review  what  I  said  with  you  then. 

Senator  Smith.  That  would  be  fine.  I  understand  that. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Could  I  comment  on  that?  I  think  the  review  proc- 
ess or  pardon  me,  the  coordination  process  that  I  described  a 
moment  ago.  I  think  the  contrast  between  the  cooperation  I  get 
when  it's  cleared  in  advance  and  people  feel  free  to  talk  because 
their  boss  and  their  bosses'  bosses  and  his  boss  further  up  have  all 
said,  this  is  all  right,  and  going  in  cold  where  the  man  is  not  sure  if 
he  is  going  to  get  in  difficulty  for  talking  to  a  stranger  who's  just 
walked  in  there  unexpectedly,  I  think  what  we  encountered  here 
was  as  you  suggested.  We  encountered  someone  who  was  not  confi- 
dent that  he  had  the  authority  to  be  candid  with  you.  I  think  we 
were  also  talking  about,  in  the  case  of  the  prisoners  of  war  who 
were  held  there,  we're  talking  about  events  that  are  20  years  in  the 
past. 

I  hold  it  unlikely  that  the  person  you  talked  to  had  any  first- 
hand knowledge  of  the  numbers  of  prisoners  there.  He  may  have 
had  anecdotal  knowledge  that  the  prisoners  had  been  held  there.  I 
personally  would  be  reluctant  to  conclude  that  there  was  any  delib- 
erate attempt  to  deceive  you.  I  think  you  were  just  encountering  a 
person  who  was  genuinely  uncertain  what  he  could  or  couldn't  say 
and  he  was  trying  to  not  offend  you  and  at  the  same  time,  not  get 
in  trouble  with  his  own  boss. 

Senator  Smith.  One  of  the — a  final  point  on  this.  One  of  the 
things  that  has  always  been  amazing  to  me  is  why  we  do  not  get 
greater  access — and  I  will  not  go  into  any  more  detail  than  that — 
why  we  do  not  get  greater  access  in  those  countries  than  we  have. 
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I  recall  when  the  committee  went  to  Laos,  and  I  do  not  recall  the 
village,  but  it  was  a  small  village  that  we  refueled  at  with  the  heli- 
copter in  a  very  remote  area  of  Laos  en  route  to  another  even  more 
remote  area.  And  we  had  a  few  minutes  and  we  went  through  this 
small  village,  very  remote  and  very  agrarian,  I  guess,  if  you  will. 

And  I  walked  into  a  small  building,  asked  one  of  the  people 
where  I  might  use  a  restroom,  and  they  showed  me  this  particular 
building.  And  I  walked  in  there  and  sitting — and  this  is  an  ex- 
tremely remote  area  with  very  little  access — and  sitting  in  the — on 
the  floor  talking  to  a  Lao  women  was  a  Caucasian  young  man  of 
about  24  or  25  years  old.  I  was  stunned.  I  did  not  expect  to  see  him 
and  he  was  not  with  our  party. 

So  I  asked  him  who  he  was  and  he  said  he  worked  for  the  NEA, 
National  Education  Association.  And  I  just  find  it  a  little — we 
cannot  get  access  to  check  out  a  report  or  to  check  out  a  something 
that  we  have  in  terms  of  our  imagery  or  whatever  it  is  that  we 
have  that  we  want  to  check  out  and  yet  these  people  get  access. 
And  I  was  shocked  by  that.  Is  there  any  explanation  for  that?  Do 
you  know  of — I  mean,  is  this  pretty  common  or  was  that  an  oddity? 
I  mean,  is  this  pretty  common  to  see  people  who  are  with  various — 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  with  them  and  then  he  told  me  he  was  with 
the  National  Education  Association.  I  do  not  

Mr.  Gray.  It's  very  common  in  Laos  to  see  Caucasians  outside  in 
the  provinces. 

Senator  Smith.  Americans? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Smith.  Other  than — but  we  cannot  get  that  access  our- 
selves? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  official  access,  no,  sir.  Now,  we  are  talking  to 
those  people  who  do  go  out  there.  They  come  back  and  if  they  see 
anything,  they  let  us  know.  But  there  are  literally  hundreds  of 
Caucasians  out  there,  in  groups,  the  United  Nations  development 
program  people.  That  includes  Americans,  French,  Swedish,  Cauca- 
sians everywhere. 

I  was  amazed  when  I  went  into  Laos  at  the  number  of  Cauca- 
sians. Cambodia  is  even  worse.  I  say  worse.  There  are  as  many 
Caucasians  out  there  in  the  provinces  to  the  point  that,  with 
regard  to  live  sighting  reports,  it  should  be  noted,  that  we  are  get- 
ting to  the  point  that  we're  trying  to  identify  in  these  live  sighting 
reports,  Americans  who  are  out  there  legally  moving  about  the 
landscape.  Those  are  the  Americans  who  are  living  freely  as  re- 
ported by  sources.  These  are  in  reality  Americans  who  have  a 
reason  to  be  out  there. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  help  my  colleague  a  little  bit  here, 
because  the  place  where  we  stopped  was  actually  one  of  the  main 
tourist  centers.  It  is  a  town  right  on  the  edge  of  the  Plain  of  Jars, 
which  is  pretty — it  is  indeed  small  and  rural,  but  it  is  pretty  cen- 
tral to  them.  It  is  one  of  the  main  thoroughfares  in  terms  of  tour- 
ism there,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  that  would  not  be  unusual.  The  other  thing  is, 
in  Vietnam,  I  believe  most  of  the  NGO's  that  we  met  with  tell  us 
they  have  access  almost  everywhere.  Is  that  not  accurate? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  believe  that  is  accurate. 
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Senator  Smith.  Is  it  a  bit  of  a  grudge  thing  with  us  not  to  give  us 
that  kind  of  access? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Fd  like  to  share  an  anecdote  that  will  clarify  a  little 
of  this. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  they  will  view  it  as  being  helpful,  right? 

Mr.  Sydow.  That's  correct,  and  they're  handled  by  the  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs  (MFA). 

The  Chairman.  So  it  might  trigger  a  few  bells  about  some  gener- 
ic approach  here. 

Mr.  Sydow.  When  I  was  in  Hanoi,  I  happened  to  meet  a  student 
from  my  university  back  home  who  was  studying  anthropology  in  a 
village  south  of  Hanoi.  He  explained  to  me  the  clearances  that  he 
had  to  have  to  go  into  the  village  and  interview  people  on  behalf  of 
his  thesis. 

He  had  to  get  clearances  with  the  Hanoi  city  committee,  with 
the  province  committee,  with  the  province  capital,  and  with  the 
local  village.  And,  in  fact,  he  had  to  register  with  the  party  officials 
in  the  village  whenever  he  went  in  and  left.  They  didn't  otherwise 
restrict  his  movements,  but  he  had  to  register  and  have  permission 
before  he  moved  in  and  out  of  the  city  on  a  daily  basis.  And  this 
has  gone  on  for  about  a  year. 

Senator  Smith.  I  have  just  one  final  quick  point,  Mr.  Chairman. 
As  I  was  going  through  the  chronology  of  the  SI  Report,  where  you 
list  all  of  the  incidents  of  sighting  reports,  there  was  never — most 
of  the  categories,  all  of  the  categories,  you  go  down  through  the 
years,  is  insufficient  data  under  analysis  or  whatever  or  nonpri- 
soner. 

But  in  1992,  you  have  five — one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six  times 
used  the  term  captive.  Is  there  any  significance  to  that?  Is  that  re- 
ferring to  somebody  other  than  a  POW?  It  is  just  a  total  reversal  of 
what  you  have  been  putting  down  on  the  sheets  and  I  am  just  curi- 
ous as  to  why  that  is  on  there.  Does  anybody  know? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Could  you  share  with  us  where  that  is  on  the  list? 

Senator  Smith.  Sure.  That  is  July — it  was  the  most  recent  one, 
30  July  1992.  30  July  1992.  It  is  just  that  it  is  a  change  and  I  do  not 
know  if  it  is  a  change  in  how  you  categorize  or  what.  The  terms 
captive  just  kind  of  appear  there.  They  do  not  refer  to  1992  sight- 
ings, I  do  not  believe.  I  think  they  refer  to  earlier  sightings,  but 
were  brought  to  you  in  1992. 

Mr.  Sydow.  There  is  no  significance  to  that.  It  is  the  equivalent 
of  under  analysis,  something  that  we  are  looking  at  very  closely. 

Senator  Smith.  But  we  got  into  this  earlier.  I  cannot  recall  what 
hearing  it  was.  But  in  terms  of  categories  under  statistics  and 
there  is  no  category  specifically  listed  as  a  POW.  So  if  in  fact  you 
establish  that  there  is  a  POW  with  a  live  sighting  report  in  terms 
of  this  whole  overview  on  the  interagency  committee  and  so  forth, 
in  what  category  do  you  place  that  report? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  In  that  situation,  if  it  was  determined  that  was  actu- 
ally a  POW  in  captivity,  that  report  would  still  be  in  an  investiga- 
tive status  and  once  we  made  that  determination,  it  would  be  time 
then  for  some  sort  of  a  recovery  operation.  It  wouldn't  be  time  for 
any  database  entry  into  our  database,  it  would  be  time  for  the 
President  to  decide  what  he  was  going  to  do  about  trying  to  bring 
that  person  home. 
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Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  would  certainly  hope  so.  I  do  not  disagree 
with  that.  But  it  seems  to  me  you  do  have  a  list  of  categories,  they 
cover  everything  from  unresolved  status — we  have  gone  through 
this  before.  But  camp  information,  no  POW/MIA  information,  but 
there  is  nothing.  Just  for  the  purpose  of  tracking  it,  I  do  not  under- 
stand why — if  you  are  looking  for  POW's,  why  do  you  not  have  a 
category  for  POW's?  It  does  not  make  sense. 

The  Chairman.  Is  category  lA  and  2A — that  is  action  required. 

Senator  Smith.  That  is  action  required. 

The  Chairman.  Do  those  refer  to  that? 

Mr.  Sydow.  In  our  previous  hearing  in  a  classified  environment, 
Mr.  McCreary  raised  this  issue,  but  it  was  in  the  course  of  his 
briefing  and  we  never  took  it  up  to  discuss  up. 

Under  our  current  category  system,  a  POW  in  a  captive  situation 
would  be  in  Cat  1.  I  believe  the  viewgraph  that  he  had,  had  a  previ- 
ous edition  of  our  category  system,  in  which  it  would  be  Cat  6.  Now 
I  know  that  doesn't  make  much  sense  in  this  context.  I  don't  have 
a  copy  of  it.  Perhaps  John  does  in  order  to  explain  that.  We  do 
have  a  category  for  such  a  correlation  and  we  would  take  action  on 
it  immediately. 

The  Chairman.  I  was  reading  it  yesterday  and  I  saw  two  catego- 
ries with  action  required,  lA  and  I  think  2A  or  something.  And 
then  there  was  a  IB  and  2B. 

At  any  rate,  now,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  ask  you  this  to  embarrass 
you,  but  I  have  got  to  tell  you  this  is  kind  of  extraordinary.  On 
your  list  under  analysis,  with  all  of  these,  the  110  that  are  current- 
ly live  sighting  reports  under  analysis  is  number  15019,  Ronald 
Reagan,  Jr.  and  six  others.  And  it  is  under  analysis.  Now,  is  that 
really  under  analysis? 

Mr.  Gray.  Sir,  this  individual  also  indicated  that  there  were  six 
other  POW's  in  the  area.  So  we  are  going  back  to  the  individual  to 
follow  up  on  the  information. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  alleged  sighting  or  his  being  the  individ- 
ual holding  Ronald  Reagan,  Jr.,  we  can  board  that  case  at  the  next 
board.  So,  in  effect  

The  Chairman.  You  can  do  what? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  could  actually  take  that  case  before  the  interagen- 
cy committee  to  board  that  case  with  regard  to  that  one  sighting. 
And  we  will  do  that.  So,  until  that  case  is  boarded,  it's  in  effect 
under  analysis. 

The  Chairman.  What  does  it  say  to  you  about  the  potential 
about  them?  You  have  found  your  ability  to  deduce  that  Russians 
are  here  and  so  on  and  so  forth.  If  somebody  says  Ronald  Reagan, 
Jr.  and  six  others  are  being  held,  do  you  worry  about  the  six 
others? 

Mr.  Gray.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  But  tell  me  why? 

Mr.  Gray.  He  says  they  are  POW's.  We  are  going  to  go  in  and 
check  it  out  to  see  what  he  is  talking  about. 

Colonel  Cole.  Sir,  I  was  there  when  the  interview  was  conducted, 
this  individual.  And  we  are  indeed  taking  the  fact  that  he  has  men- 
tioned six  others  as  a  possible  element  of  truth  here.  That  is  why 
we  are  going  back. 
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The  Chairman.  And  at  what  date  were  they  being  held?  I  believe 
it  is  1992. 
Mr.  Gray.  1992. 
Colonel  Cole.  So,  it  is  current. 

The  Chairman.  So,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  is  on  a  hot  line  pri- 
ority. 
Colonel  Cole.  It  is. 
The  Chairman.  It  is. 
Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir,  it  is. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  let  me  also  ask  you  something  which  some 
take  as  a  matter  of  heresy,  but  I  just  want  to  ask  it,  to  examine  the 
record  here  again. 

Would  your  job.  Colonel,  on  the  ground  in  Vietnam,  be  enhanced 
or  diminished  by  having  more  people  on  the  ground,  more  Ameri- 
cans moving  around  Vietnam  learning  what  is  happening? 

Colonel  Cole.  You  are  talking  about  just  normal  civilian  Ameri- 
cans, or  are  you  talking  about  people  belonging  to  my  unit  in  the 
joint  task  force? 

The  Chairman.  No.  I  am  talking  about  NGO  types,  people  over 
there  as  part  of  501(c)(3)  or  whatever  cultural  exchanges,  whatever 
might  be  enhancing  people's  communication  with  the  Vietnamese. 
It  would  strike  me  you  would  be  learning  more,  there  would  be 
more  intimacies.  There  would  be  more  people  who  will  become 
friends  or  sit  at  meals  or  have  exchanges  who  might  say,  gee,  you 
know,  10  years  ago  this  is  what  we  saw  up  here.  Would  you  accrue 
more  information  or  would  it  be  more  of  a  headache?  I  am  just 
wondering. 

Colonel  Cole.  I  think,  sir,  operationally,  it  may  be  more  of  a 
headache,  because  we  would  then  start  picking  up  live  sighting  re- 
ports on  those  additional  Americans,  particularly  in  rural  areas. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  currently  get  live  sighting  reports  on 
NGO's? 

Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  In  fact,  I  believe — Warren  Gray,  correct 
me  if  Fm  wrong — in  Cambodia,  as  things  have  really  opened  up 
there,  it's  beginning.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  this  again,  is  this  a  crazy  catch-22ism 
that  you — you  lock  the  door  on  yourself  so  that  you  can  never  get 
in  and  find  out  what  is  going  on  and  then  you  keep  having  this 
trickle  of  reports,  but  you  never  learn  reality. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Senator,  I  raised  this  question  about  living  free  re- 
ports and  the  increase  in  the  potential  even  further  increases  as 
more  and  more  Americans  begin  traveling  in  Cambodia  and  Viet- 
nam and  perhaps  even  in  Laos. 

I've  raised  that  at  the  interagency  group  level  with  regard  to  the 
potential  for  basically  swamping  us  with  these  kinds  of  sighting  re- 
ports, living  free  reports,  due  to  increase  in  travelers.  And  I've 
asked  the  interagency  group  for  consideration  of  a  policy  decision 
that  would  basically  give  us  the  flexibility  not  to  have  to  go  to  full 
field  investigation  or  even  to  even  consider  initially  as  a  legitimate 
live  sighting  a  current  living  free  sighting  that  to  us  bears  no  possi- 
bility of  relating  to  a  live  prisoner  from  the  Vietnam  War,  through 
perhaps  the  age. 

If  we've  got  someone  who  presents  a  live  sighting  to  us,  living 
free  in  Vietnam  today,  where  the  person  is  represented  as  being  a 
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rather  young  person,  that  we  not  even  treat  that  as  a  legitimate 
investigation. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  it  possible  that  the  situation  may  have 
already  outstripped  your  capacity  to  pursue  it?  For  instance,  when 
we  were  over  there,  I  remember  seeing  a  French  family  that  was 
traveling  around,  some  Germans  who  were  over  there  doing  busi- 
ness. I  mean,  a  lot  of  folks  out  there  traveling  around.  People 
jumping  into  vans  and  just  driving  through  the  countryside. 

It  seems  to  me  that  already  all  these  other  countries  are  pushing 
the  envelope  with  lots  of  people  in  Vietnam.  It  is  just  sort  of  an 
inevitability  that  you  are  going  to  get  a  lot  of  reports  on,  gee,  I  saw 
an  American  here  or  something. 

The  Swedes  are  over  there.  I  mean,  how  many  different  countries 
are  traveling  around  over  there  now,  Colonel?  How  many  different 
people  from  different  countries? 

Colonel  Cole.  Oh,  you've  got  tremendous  numbers  of  French,  of, 
like  you  said,  Swedes,  sir.  The  number  of  tourists  

The  Chairman.  They  are  all  over  the  place.  I  mean,  you  cannot 
walk  around  downtown  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  or  Hanoi  without  bump- 
ing into  Caucasians,  can  you? 

Colonel  Cole.  That  is  correct,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  a  message  in  that  about  our  capacity  to 
pursue  these  things?  I  see  you  smiling.  But,  I  mean,  I  am  asking 
this  truly  from  a  policy  perspective.  You  guys  are  over  there  sup- 
posedly following  up  on  live  sighting  reports.  My  God,  you  could 
have  countless  reports  coming  in  and  anybody  who  does  not  like 
the  Vietnamese  Government  could  just  come  in  with  any  number 
of  reports  they  want  and  say,  gee,  I  saw  five  people  over  here. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  it  is  my  impression  that  few  Vietnamese 
report  western  visitors,  whether  they  are  American  or  some  other 
nationality,  as  Americans  living  freely  there.  There  will  be  the  oc- 
casional con  artist  who  will  give  it  a  try. 

And  I  think  the — in  my  personal  judgment,  as  more  and  more 
Americans  and  more  and  more  other  westerners  travel  and  work 
in  Vietnam,  we  will  find  fewer  and  fewer  of  these  kind  of  reports 
and  we  will  also  find  that  there  will  be — these  folks,  they  come 
home,  they  talk  to  civic  groups,  they  talk  to  professional  groups,  it 
will  become — I  think  there  will  be  a  greater  public  acceptance  of 
the  fact  that  there  are  no  American  prisoners  being  held  in  Prov- 
ince X  if  we  have  several  Americans  who  are  living  and  frequently 
traveling  through  Province  X. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  think,  following  up  on  that  point,  I  think 
the  purpose  of  the  hearing  and  the  purpose  of  the  whole  Stoney 
Beach  operation,  DIA  operation,  is  to  pursue  reports  on  people  who 
are  in  a  prison  environment,  people  who  are  captive  or  sightings 
where  people  say  they  are  captive,  not  people,  tourists,  walking 
around  in  the  street.  Correct?  I  mean,  hopefully  that  is  what  

Colonel  Cole.  But  sir,  part  of  our  charter  is  that  if  we  have  a 
report  made  to  us  that  talks  about  an  American  living  freely  in  the 
context  of  him  being  an  MIA  or  POW,  we  have  no  choice  but  to 
report  that  and  follow  up,  sir. 

More  important,  our  charter  is  not  differentiated  according  to 
captive  and  living  freely. 
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Senator  Smith.  Oh,  I  understand.  But  also,  if  you  follow  up  with 
enough  follow-up  questions,  I  think  you  can  establish  that. 
Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir. 
Senator  Smith.  And  I  am  sure  you  do. 
Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  point  is  obviously  that  if  you  had  another 
Bob  Garwood  there  or  someone  who  had  chosen  to  live  freely  from 
the  period  of  the  war  itself  who  might  have  moved  through  reedu- 
cation camps  or  anything  else,  you  need  to  find  that  person  and 
talk  to  them  because  they  would  be  a  wealth  of  information,  would 
they  not? 

Colonel  Cole.  That  is  correct,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  you  cannot  eliminate  living  freely. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Not  totally,  but  the  notion  would  be  to  put  some 
sanity  checks  on  the  front  end  and  not  put  into  the  process  things 
that,  information  that  just  patently  doesn't  stand. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  now,  what  can  this  committee  look  at  in 
terms  of  the  current  unresolved  live  sighting  reports  of  the  1980's 
and  1990's,  of  which,  as  I  see  it,  there  are  about  maybe  70  some, 
close  to  90. 

So  you  have  got  close  to  90  of  those  unresolved  reports  from  1980 
to  1992,  it  would  seem  to  me  obviously  date-wise  those  would  be 
our  priority.  Can  this  committee  have  some  confidence  that  the 
vast  majority  of  those  will  be  answerable  in  some  form  over  the 
course  of  the  next  2  months? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  I  would  tell  the  Senator,  first,  that  the  number 
110  is  at  the  high  end  of  our  normal  inventory.  We  are  due  for  a 
review  board  to  be  held,  and  if  that  review  board  agrees  with  our 
recommendations  and  approves  them,  we'll  be  taking  somewhere 
between  20  and  30  cases  into  a  resolved  status  sometime  within  the 
next  month. 

Colonel  Cole's  people  are  augmented  by  the  plus-up  that  I  de- 
scribed previously  and  perhaps  he  might  like  to  take  a  minute  to 
describe  where  that  plus-up's  going  and  where  we  think  our  goal  is 
on  that. 

Colonel  Cole.  Sir,  I'd  like  to  revisit  for  a  moment,  the  statement 
I  made  earlier  about  the  Vietnamese  limiting  access.  If  we  can 
turn  them  around,  them  being  the  Vietnamese,  around  and  go 
back  to  the  original  mechanism  which  we  had  set  up  when  you 
made  your  trip,  we  can  return  to  that  and  maintain  a  steady  work- 
load if  you  will,  of  doing  so  many  no  notice  inspections,  at  least  one 
per  week,  and  a  few  advance  notice  inspections. 

Sir,  we  can  make  the  kind  of  progress  you  are  asking  for. 

And  I'm  hoping  that  knowing  that  the  Vietnamese  are  listening, 
that  they  will  understand  how  important  this  is  to  us.  This  is  our 
top  priority  and  we're  not  moving  the  goalpost  on  them.  We're  at- 
tempting to  work  off  this  total  and  that's  our  primary  goal  on  the 
last  sighting  issue.  So  if  we  get  the  kind  of  access  that  we  once  had, 
we  restore  this  train  to  its  track,  we  can  move  ahead. 

Senator  Smith.  Before  we  start,  Mr.  Chairman,  regarding  stay- 
behinds   though,  based   on    the   interview,  I   believe    it  was 
Mr.  DeStatte,  I  am  not  sure,  who  did  an  interview  with  a  morti- 
cian. You  believed  him,  did  you  not,  when  he  said  there  were  two 
Americans  there,  you  had  reason  to  believe  him? 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  he  said  there  were  three,  not  two. 
Senator  Smith.  Three.  I  am  sorry. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  he  said  a  number  of  things,  but  he  described 
three  Caucasians.  One  of  them  who  the  subcommittee  confirmed, 
who  was  Robert  Garwood.  He  was  right  about  Robert  Garwood.  I 
would  think  he  was  also  correct  on  the  other  two,  but  I  should  add 
a  note  of  caution.  He  had  no  direct  knowledge  that  these — all  three 
of  these  gentlemen  were  Americans. 

He  had  direct  knowledge  only  that  they  were  Caucasians.  He 
could  provide  a  good  description  of  each  of  the  three.  He  described 
that  the  period  of  time  during  which  the  sightings  were  made — I 
don't  recall  the  dates  specifically,  but  it  was  during  the  mid-  and 
late  1970's,  as  I  recall.  But  he  was  told  by  others  that  all  three 
were  Americans  who  had  voluntarily  crossed  over  to  the  People's 
Army  of  Vietnam,  and  then  had  asked  for  permission  to  remain  in 
Vietnam  and  were  given  that  permission. 

Senator  Smith.  But  two  points,  one,  Garwood  came  out,  so  we 
know  he  was  an  American.  We  know  he  was  there  and  so  that 
proved  that  portion  of  him  being  correct.  Secondly,  on  the  morti- 
cian's veracity,  we  also  know  that  he  was  right  on  a  lot  of  the  stuff 
he  provided  on  remains. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

Senator  Smith.  Thirdly,  you — according  to  the  deposition  we  had 
with — well,  I  almost  said  it,  the  mortician,  he  indicated  that  he 
reinterviewed  with  you  in  1989,  I  think  he  said,  and  that  you  

Mr.  DeStatte.  He  and  I  have  remained  in  sporadic  contact. 

Senator  Smith.  And  he  again,  in  that  conversation,  you  again  re- 
iterated that  you  believed  him  and  that  there  were  two  additional 
Americans. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  There  was  never  any  question  about  that.  I  be- 
lieve 100  percent. 

Senator  Smith.  Well  then,  we  have  a  valid  live  sighting  report 
there  do  we  not?  Whether  they  are  stay-behinds  remains  to  be 
seen.  That  has  to  be  established  after  we  find  them,  but  if  they  are 
stay-behinds,  the  question  is  why  are  they  staying  behind. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No  sir,  you've  taken  it  one  step  beyond  what  I've 
said.  He  has  accurately  reported  what  he  has  seen  and  what  he  has 
heard.  The  one  thing  that  he  cannot  be  held  accountable  for  is  the 
accuracy  of  the  hearsay  information  that  these  other  two  gentle- 
men are  Americans. 

Senator  Smith.  So  he  did  not  see  the  other  two?  You  are  saying 
he  did  not  see  the  other  two? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No  sir,  that's  not  what  I  said.  He  saw  three 
people.  He  saw  three  people  on  several  occasions  and  he  was  told 
by  others  that  these  three  people  each  were  Americans  and  each  of 
them  had  voluntarily  crossed  over  to  the  People's  Army  of  Viet- 
nam, each  had  asked  to  remain  in  Vietnam,  and  each  had  been 
given  permission  to  remain  in  Vietnam. 

We  have  subsequently  learned  or  confirmed  that  one  of  those 
three,  in  fact,  was  an  American,  Robert  Garwood.  We  have  not  sub- 
sequently proven  that  the  other  two  gentlemen  were  Americans. 
Now,  I  happen  to  believe  the  other  two  were  Americans.  I  mean, 
why  would  these  people  with  whom  he  was  associated  with  give  in- 
correct data  on  that.  I  can  see  no — I  can  see — in  my  mind  I  can  see 


294 


no  plausible  basis  for  saying  that  these  two  gentlemen  were  not 
Americans,  but  I  must  caution  that — that  at  this  point  in  time, 
that  still  remains  something  that — a  belief  that  I  hold  on  the  basis 
of  faith  only,  not  something  that  I  can  confirm  as  fact. 

Senator  Smith.  I  understand  your  explanation  and  the  reason  I 
am  bringing  up  here  is  to  try  to  get  a  perspective  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  Members  on  how  you  analyze  and  why  I  cannot  accept 
how  you  analyze,  frankly.  Let  me  just  finish. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes  please,  because  I'm  sure — I  don't  understand 
the  point. 

Senator  Smith.  I  will  give  you  a  chance  to  respond.  First,  he  says 
he  saw  three  Americans,  or  he  saw  three  people  and  he  was  told 
they  were  Americans.  Garwood  comes  out,  he  is  an  American.  He 
gave  you  a  lot  of  information  about  remains  which  turns  out  to  be 
true.  So  you  established  that  he  is  a  credible  witness. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  the  way  you  were  analyzing  this  and  the 
way  you  do  the  analysis — and  you  tell  me  where  I  am  wrong,  that 
the  only  way  you  are  going  to  get  an  acceptable  analysis,  the  only 
way  you  are  going  to  accept  this  is  if  two  more  people  come  out 
and  say,  I  am  an  American.  My  name  is  private  so  and  so,  and  so 
and  so,  and  I  am  out,  therefore  the  mortician  was  right. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  One  thing  I  think  I've  said  clearly  several  times  is 
I  accept  it.  I  don't  know  how  else  I  can  say  it. 

Senator  Smith.  Again,  I  am  not  trying  to  pin  you  on  the  issue.  I 
am  just  trying  to  get  an  understanding.  If  you  accept  it,  why  do 
you  say  there  is  no  evidence?  Why  is  that  not  evidence?  You  just 
told  me  you  accepted  the  fact  that  there  are  two  people  there  that 
this  guy  says  are  Americans.  Why  then  is  that  not  evidence  that 
somebody  is  left  alive  in  Vietnam  in  1989? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  understand  your  point  now. 

Senator  Smith.  I  am  not  trying  to  trap  you.  I  am  just  trying  to 
ask  you  a  question.  I  do  not  understand  your  analysis  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  see  if  I  can  explain  what  I  heard  and 
maybe  that  will  be  helpful,  maybe  it  will  not  be.  First  of  all,  let  me 
ascertain  for  the  record,  when  Garwood  came  out,  did  he  or  did  he 
not  say  that  he  saw  other  Americans,  in  his  debriefings? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  When  he  was  interviewed  by  members  of  the 
Armed  Forces  and  when  he  was  interviewed  by  Members  of  Con- 
gress, he  said  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  other  Americans. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  my  understanding.  And  his  testimony 
changed  later  in  time,  correct? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  I  think  I  mentioned  yesterday  that  he  did 
tell  one  family,  a  next-of-kin  family  and  I  have  this  from  the  family 
themselves,  that  he  was  aware  of  some  number,  I  don't  recall  that 
he  mentioned  a  specific  number,  but  that  some  Americans  had  vol- 
untarily stayed  but  that  he  had  given  them  his  commitment  that 
he  would  not  reveal  their  presence. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  try  to  interpret  what  I  heard  and  see  if 
Senator  Smith  differs  from  that.  I  heard  you  say  that  you  accept 
that  this  fellow  said  he  saw  three  people  and  he  was  told  they  were 
Americans,  but  that  one  of  those  people  subsequently  you  have 
identified  as  being  Garwood,  so  you  know  one  of  them  was  an 
American. 
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You  accept  that  this  person  saw  three  people  that  he  thought 
were  Americans,  but  you  do  not  accept,  as  I  understand  it  to  a  cer- 
tainty, that  the  other  two  were  Americans,  because  he  only  knew 
what  they  might  be  by  virtue  of  what  he  was  told  and  not  what  he 
knew.  So  you  are  still  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  other  two  are,  in 
fact,  Americans.  Am  I  hearing  you  correctly? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes.  I  would  use  different  words,  but  yes.  I  be- 
lieve, as  again  applying  what  I  would  consider  common  sense,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  other  two  gentlemen  are  or  were  Americans,  but  yes, 
I  must  caution  that  I  need  to  keep  an  open  mind  because  I  have 
not  confirmed  that  they  are  Americans.  You  know,  I  still  allow  the 
possibility  that  he  could  have  been  misinformed,  but  I  don't  think 
so. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you  something  then  in  furtherance  of 
Senator  Smith's  effort.  If  you  accept  that  they  were  and  one  of 
them  indeed  was  and  you  accept  he  saw  two  other  people  and  you 
personally  believe  it,  then  do  you  not,  in  fact,  have  something  that 
qualifies  as  evidence  of  a  couple  of  Americans  being  there? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes  sir,  right.  I  think  it's — right,  but  I  think  it's 
also  important  to  

The  Chairman.  The  minute  you  say  you  believe  it,  you  have  got 
a  report  that  is  credible. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  But  I'm  afraid  that  we're — there's  a  danger  that 
what  I  have  said  and  written  in  the  past  may  be  misinterpreted.  In 
my  judgment,  there  is  no  credible  evidence  of  any  Americans  being 
held  against  their  will.  Now  these  two  gentlemen,  if  the  informa- 
tion that  we've  been  given  about  them  is  accurate,  they  are  not 
there  against  their  will  and  I  make  that  distinction.  That's  the  dis- 
tinction I'm  making.  I'm  not  saying  I  don't  believe  that  there  are 
any  Americans  there  or  were  not  any  Americans  there.  I  make  the 
distinction  as  to  whether  they  were  there  against  their  will  or  not. 
I  should  also  add  

The  Chairman.  How  many  people,  before  you  add,  how  many 
people  do  you  have  evidence  of  may  have  stayed  behind  and  be 
living  of  their  own  free  will? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Sir,  I  think  the  province  of  possibilities  is  limited 
to  four  persons.  McKinley  Nolan,  who  reportedly  died  in  Cambodia 
in  about  late  1974;  Robert  Garwood,  who  returned  to  the  U.S.  in 
early  1979;  and  the  other  two  gentlemen.  However,  I'm  not  confi- 
dent the  other  two  men,  if  they  were  Americans,  are  still  there.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  it's  likely  they  are  no  longer  in  Vietnam. 

Senator  Smith.  I  think  the  issue  of  the  sighting  is  not  Garwood. 
The  issue  of  the  sighting  is  the  mortician.  The  mortician  said  he 
saw  what  he  saw  and  you  find  him  a  credible  witness  and  I  am  just 
trying  to  get — you  say,  well,  we  have  to  make  that  determination 
as  to  whether  they  were  Americans.  Again,  I  am  not  trying  to  give 
you  a  hard  time  but  I  am  trying  to  understand  what  is  a  determi- 
nation. Is  it  when  somebody  walks  out  alive?  Is  that  what  the  final 
assessment  is?  I  do  not  understand. 

Mr.  Sydow.  Well  Senator,  I'd  like  to  clarify  a  somewhat  tangen- 
tial point.  Your  issue  was  directed  to  the  analysis.  The  facility  that 
these  gentlemen  were  reported  at — and  a  social  environment  as  I 
understood  it,  they  came  there  for  parties  with  the  staff  officers  of 
the  Vietnamese,  has  been  a  focus  to  us  for  at  least  7  years. 
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We  visited  that  facility  very  early  on  to  see  what  was  going  on 
there.  We  have  recently  had  a  live  sighting  investigator  go  check 
out  the  facility.  It  is  no  longer  what  it  was  reported  to  be  in  that 
1980  period.  It  has  been  a  focus  to  us.  We  have  pursued  it.  Does 
that  clarify? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  And  I  personally  pursued  it  there  in  a  number  of 
different  ways.  I  also  visited  the  location  where  he  made  most  of 
sightings  of  those  gentlemen.  I  spoke  with  people  who  worked  there 
during  that  period  of  time.  I  spoke  with  people  that  lived  there 
during  that  period  of  time.  I  have  spoken  with  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. They  can  add  no  clarification. 

I've  spoken  with  officials  at  the  military  hospital  where  they  had 
been  treated.  They  recall  having  treated  Robert  Garwood,  but  they 
do  not  recall  having  treated  any  other  Americans  and,  in  fact, 
there  were  no  other  Americans  treated  there  since  1975.  We  pur- 
sued it  in  a  number  of  ways. 

I've  had  informal  discussions  with  Vietnamese  officials,  our  coun- 
terparts on  it.  They  insisted — and  there  again,  it's  a — I  don't  want 
to  overgeneralize,  but  they  seem  to  be — their  comments  generally 
fall  into  the  category  of  there  are  no  longer  any  Americans  here 
and  they  seem  to  be  suggesting — they're  not  ruling — if  the  morti- 
cian was  correct  and  as  I've  said  before,  I  believe  he  was  correct, 
what  they  seem  to  be  saying  is  they're  not  here  now. 

Senator  Smith.  But  there  was  one  very — and  I  participated  in 
the  deposition  of  the  mortician  for  the  committee,  and  there  is  one 
very  dramatic  portion  of  his  testimony.  What  he  said  was,  and  I 
believe  I  am  correct  as  far  as  one  portion  of  it,  I  do  not  think  that 
Garwood  and  the  other  two  individuals  were  sighted  together.  I  do 
not  think  he  said  that,  he  may  have,  but  I  thought  he  said  they 
were  separate  sightings. 

But  the  very  dramatic  thing  that  he  said,  the  mortician,  was  that 
these  two  individuals,  that  in  the  environment  that  he  described 
them  were,  quote,  according  to  the  Vietnamese,  progressive  individ- 
uals who  had  been  sent  from  a  camp  in  Yen  Bai  of  other  prisoners 
who  had  been  determined  to  be  progressive  and,  therefore,  after 
some  indoctrination  became  progressive  and  then  were  brought 
down  and  given  some  freedoms  and  brought  to  this  location.  That 
is  a  portion  of  the  testimony  that  is  very  significant. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I've  discussed  this  issue  with  him  several  times, 
most  recently,  just  a  few  days  ago  and  nowhere  has  he  ever  indicat- 
ed that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  where  these  fellows  were  at. 
Never  has  he  associated  those  fellows  with  Yen  Bai.  What  he  has 
told  me  is  that  his  informants  told  him  that  these  two  gentlemen 
were  working  at  an  air  base  northwest  of  Hanoi. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I  am  just  saying  he  told  the  committee 
that.  I  will  show  you  the  deposition.  He  told  the  committee  that. 
He  told  me,  I  was  sitting  right  there  when  he  said  it  and  I  just 
point  out  for  the  record,  he  said  it  to  committee.  If  he  did  not  say  it 
to  you,  I  will  take  your  word  for  it. 

The  Chairman.  Yesterday  there  was  testimony  that.  Colonel 
Cole,  you  were  going  to  provide  us  with  some  fresh  information  on 
a  live  sighting  report  at  the  Citadel  and  also  another  report? 

Colonel  Cole.  Not  at  the  Citadel,  sir,  just  at  the  ministry  of  inte- 
rior, hospital  198,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Can  you  share  that  with  us,  please? 

Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  I  can  give  you  just  a  brief  outline.  Sir,  the 
report  is  still — is  still  coming  up  through  the  chain,  sir.  But  basi- 
cally, this  was  an  advance  notice  report.  General  Needham  made 
an  impassioned  plea  to  Mr.  Le  Bang  after  his  refusal  to  conduct 
any  further  live  sighting  investigations  to  do  this  report  on  a  1-day 
notice.  Saturday  morning — last  Saturday,  we  went  to  the  hospital. 
It's  located  near  the  Paper  Bridge,  southwest  of  Hanoi,  sir. 

I'm  not  sure  if  you're  familiar  with  the  basic  facts  of  the  case 
itself,  but  it's  based  on  a  source  who  reported  seeing  Caucasians 
who  he  was  told  were  prisoners  of  war  in  two  time  frames.  One 
was  September  1981  when  the  source  himself  was  being  treated  for 
malaria  at  the  hospital,  and  then  in  April  1985  when  he  was  being 
treated  for  adenoids  at  the  same  hospital. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  the  full  report  as  part  of  the  record. 

Colonel  Cole.  Upon  arrival  at  the  hospital,  sir,  we  were  taken  to 
see  the  director  and  the  director  explained  the  basic  history  of  the 
hospital.  The  hospital  was  built  in  1979.  It  is  used  primarily  to 
treat  ministry  of  interior  cadre  and  their  families.  As  you  know, 
the  public  security  service  and  the  border  security  service  are  both 
subagencies  to  the  ministry  of  interior. 

We  noticed  upon  walking  into  the  hospital  area,  that  the  border 
security  service  had  a  major  compound  next  door.  After  further 
questioning,  the  director  told  us  that  the  border  security  service  oc- 
casionally brought  people  over.  We  asked  about  the  treatment  of 
Caucasians.  We  brought  up  the  basic  facts  of  the  case  and  if  you 
remember,  I'm  not  sure  in  your  redacted  version  or  not,  but  the 
name  of  the  doctor  that  treated  the  source  on  both  occasions  is 
mentioned. 

To  our  surprise,  the  director  said,  oh  yes,  this  doctor  has  just 
come  back  from  3  years  in  Bulgaria,  where  he  was  undergoing  fur- 
ther training.  We  were  able  to  locate  that  doctor  and  ask  him  addi- 
tional questions.  The  basic  investigation  itself,  without  boring  you 
with  too  many  details,  the  source  said  the  first  time  he  was  treated 
was  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  facility  in  the  infectious  disease  de- 
partment for  malaria.  That  was  in  1981. 

In  1985,  being  treated  for  adenoids,  he  said  he  was  being  treated 
in  exactly  the  same  area;  on  both  occasions,  and  in  an  adjoining 
room  he  saw  a  Caucasian,  who  he  was  told  were  POW's.  The  doctor 
in  question  said,  if  the  man  was  being  treated  for  adenoids,  it 
would  not  be  in  the  infectious  disease  department,  it  would  be  in  a 
different  section  of  the  hospital.  That's  basically  it,  sir.  There  were 
also  other  occasions. 

The  Chairman.  Did  the  doctor  say  anything  about  any  Ameri- 
cans or  anybody  Caucasian,  or  anybody  foreign  being  treated? 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir.  He  confirmed  that  East  German  personnel 
had  been  treated  at  the  hospital.  They  confirmed  that  there  is  a 
Finnish  water  project  which  is  located  near  the  front  gate  to  the 
compound  that's  been  in  existence  about  5V2  or  6  years  and  occa- 
sionally a  number  of  Finns  who  had  medical  problems  would  come 
over.  They  also  volunteered,  after  numerous  questions,  that  the 
Japanese  monk  was  treated  in  this  hospital,  but  that's  it,  sir.  They 
denied  treating  any  American  POW's,  as  they  said  since  the  hospi- 
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tal  was  built  in  1979,  there  was  only,  if  you  will.  East  Germans  and 
some  Finnish  people.  That's  all  I  have  on  that,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Johnson,  let  me  ask  you  a  few  questions,  if  I 
can,  about  the  interagency  committee,  the  panel.  Is  there  a  written 
statement  of  purpose  or  procedure  for  the  panel? 

Mr.  Johnson.  I'm  not  aware  that  there  is,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  a  DOD  regulation  that  outlines  its  pur- 
pose and  function? 

Mr.  Johnson.  You'd  have  to  ask  Mr.  Sheetz. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there,  Mr.  Sheetz? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  There  is  some  documentation  about  the  panel.  I  re- 
viewed it  one  time,  I  believe,  since  I've  been  in  the  job,  but  I  can't 
recall  it. 

The  Chairman.  Who  chairs  the  panel? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  chair  the  panel,  but  I  don't  have  a  vote.  I  chair  the 
panel. 

The  Chairman.  Are  the  proceedings  recorded? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  a  briefing  book  that's — well,  you 
can  ask  Mr.  Johnson  the  question,  but  I  can  explain  it.  We  have  a 
briefing  book  that  we  prepare  for  each  panel  member  that  includes 
original  report.  It  includes  the  summary  of  our  analysis  and  it  in- 
cludes our  recommendation.  And  on  the  front  is  a — is  a  sort  of  a 
box  score  for  listing  each  report  and  the  

The  Chairman.  Well  now,  is  the  interagency  committee  sort  of 
the  ruling  authority  or  power  of  this  issue?  What  is  the  authority 
of  it? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  interagency  group  that's 
chaired  by  Assistant  Secretary  Ken  Quinn,  or  this  review  board? 
The  Chairman.  No,  this  review  board. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  This  review  board  was  created  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  reviewing  the  analytic  work  of  DIA  on  the  live  prisoner 
issue  and  reviewing  the  recommendations  of  our  analysts.  The 
policy  group  that  Assistant  Secretary  Ken  Quinn  chair  is  the  group 
that  oversees  the  overall  U.S.  Government  effort. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  a  difference  between  the  interagency 
group  and  the  interagency  committee? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes.  Yes,  there  is  a  difference.  The  interagency 
group,  commonly  called  the  lAG,  is  the  group  chaired  by  Assistant 
Secretary  Quinn. 

The  Chairman.  And  the  interagency  committee  is  chaired  by 
you. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  it's  primarily  an  intelligence  community  orga- 
nization with  some  additional  representation,  whereas,  the  lAG, 
chaired  by  Assistant  Secretary  Quinn,  cuts  across  all  of  the  depart- 
ments in  the  executive  branch  that  have  a  role. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  the  interagency  committee,  you  say  they 
actually  go  over  files? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  we  do. 

The  Chairman.  Files  of  individual  cases? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  we  do. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  discuss  those  cases  and  files? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  In  great  depth. 

The  Chairman.  Are  all  the  members  of  this  committee  given 
copies  of  these  files  to  work  with? 
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Mr.  Sheetz.  They  are. 

The  Chairman.  Who  are  the  members  of  this  committee? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Mr.  Johnson  represents  State  intelligence  and  re- 
search. We  have  a  representative  from  the  CIA,  from  each  of  the 
service  intelligence  agencies,  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force.  We  have 
a  representative  from  the  joint  staff  who  sits  in.  A  representative 
from  Mr.  Ptak's  office,  the  Secretary  of  Defense  for  POW/MIA. 

The  Chairman.  How  about  the  National  Security  Council? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No,  they  do  not  sit  on  this  board. 

The  Chairman.  Do  they  have  an  observer? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Not  generally.  They  do  sit  at  the  interagency  group 
though,  chaired  by  Assistant  Secretary  Quinn. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  do  these  groups — at  this  meeting,  do  deci- 
sions have  to  be  unanimous? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  They  do. 

The  Chairman.  And  how  many  have  a  vote? 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Everyone  but  DIA. 
The  Chairman.  Everybody  but  DIA. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Correct. 

Mr.  Johnson.  I  might  add,  we  get  the  book  with  the  case  files 
and  the  analysis  normally  several  days  before  the  meeting  and  we 
outside  members,  if  you  want  to  call  us  that,  go  to  the  meetings 
and  then  there  is  normally  an  oral  presentation  by  the  analysts 
and  some  discussion,  a  vote,  and  which  is  unanimous  if  it  makes  a 
decision,  and  then  we  move  on. 

Senator  Smith.  How  often  do  you  meet? 

Mr.  Johnson.  We  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

Senator  Smith.  How  often  is  that? 

Mr.  Johnson.  It's  every  several  months. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  It's  typically  about  every  3  months  or  so,  whenever 
we've  got  sufficient  cases  to  review  to  make  it  worth  our  while  to 
call  everyone  in. 

The  Chairman.  With  respect  to  the  current  review  process  that 
is  on-going,  we've  been  promised  since  last  fall  by,  I  think  ranging 
from  Secretary — I  don't  want  to  put  words  in  his  mouth,  but  I'm 
pretty  sure  that  the  Secretary  through  General  Christmas  and 
others  talked  of  the  review  of  the  2,266  cases,  and  specifically 
trying  to  come  up  with  a  tabulation  in  short  in  time  now  because 
of  the  end  of  the  committee,  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  cur- 
rent categorization.  When  can  we  expect  that  to  be  completed? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  I  believe  we've  completed  at  DIA  our  part  of 
that  review. 

The  Chairman.  So  that's  in  the  hands  of  DOD  now? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir,  and  that  review  has  basically  had  two 
major  thrusts,  first  yet  another  review,  and  I  would  say  this  is  the 
latest  in  many  such  reviews  to  make  sure  that  all  discrepancy 
cases  have  been  identified,  and  the  reason  we  need  to  keep  doing 
that,  as  we  gain  more  information  from  our  on-the-ground  research 
we  have  to  make  sure  that  in  that  new  information  we  haven't 
been  presented  with  an  unanswered  question. 

So  identifying  last  known  alive  and  discrepancy  cases  is  one 
review,  and  then  another  major  review  we  have,  we  try  to  make 
sure  that  we  have  the  cases  properly  located  as  we  gain  more  infor- 
mation, so  that  when  the  JTF  people  go  on  the  ground,  that  they're 
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working  at  the  right  place,  and  they  can  very  quickly  get  to  work 
and  they're  not  wasting  time  trying  to  find  the  locations. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  current  discrepancy 
case  situation,  the  133  or  so,  General  Vessey  135,  and  our  cases  sort 
of  joined  into  that,  the  Vietnamese  have  been  very  cooperative  re- 
cently, as  you've  said.  Colonel,  and  also  there  has  been  increase  in 
the  return  of  remains,  so  a  number  of  those  discrepancy  cases  have 
been  resolved  by  virtue  of  the  return  of  remains,  is  that  accurate? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  we  are  now  dealing — and  this  is  very  impor- 
tant from  their  perspective  to  understand  the  real  universe  that 
they're  being  asked  to  respond  to.  How  many  discrepancy  cases 
remain  at  this  point  in  time  that  we  need  to  have  an  answer  to? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  For  Vietnam? 

The  Chairman.  For  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Approximately  135. 

The  Chairman.  135  discrepancy  cases  

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Still  remain. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  was  told  a  different  number  the  other  day,  by 
virtue  of  57  remains  that  had  been  returned. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  believe  at  this  time  there  are  22  sets  of  remains 
that  have  actually  been  identified  and  repatriated  to  the  families 
and  had  proper  burial,  but  really,  of  General  Vessey's  original  119 
cases  that  were  presented  in  a  couple  of  different  segments  to  the 
Vietnamese,  61  of  those  cases  have  either  been  resolved  through 
the  return  of  remains  or  fate  has  been  confirmed  through  docu- 
mentary evidence  which  has  been  approved  by  the  interagency 
group,  which  leaves  58  from  the  original  group  of  119  still  unre- 
solved. 

To  that,  we  and  DIA  have  recommended,  and  it's  been  approved 
by  the  interagency  group,  that  an  additional  77  cases  representing 
mostly  last  known  alive  but  a  few  others — a  few  other  discrepancy 
cases  have  been  added  to  that.  58  and  77  gets  you  to  135. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  if  you  had  an  original  111  

Mr.  Sheetz.  119. 

The  Chairman.  119  was  the  original.  You've  add  a  new  58,  cor- 
rect? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No,  77.  There  were  58  left. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand,  but  I'm  just  trying  to  get  what  the 
total  number  of  discrepancies  were,  then.  So  you're  talking  about 
196. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Total  discrepancies  for  Vietnam. 
Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  did  they  accept  that  increase? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  They  accept  the  135  figure  that  represents  the  cur- 
rently unresolved. 

The  Chairman.  So  currently  Vietnam  can  look  to  this  and  say 
there  are  135  cases  that  we're  dealing  with. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Based  on  what  we  know  right  now. 

The  Chairman.  And  110  live  sighting  reports. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir,  but  only  92  of  those  in  Vietnam. 
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The  Chairman.  Correct.  What  is  the  status  with  respect  to  Laos? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Well,  it's  a  little  bit  more  complex.  DIA  has  identi- 
fied 64  discrepancy  cases  that  are  in  Laos,  and  9  that  are  in  Cam- 
bodia. Those  cases  are  DIA's  recommendation,  but  they  have  not 
yet  been  approved  by  the  interagency  group.  I  feel  certain  they  will 
be.  They  have  not  taken  issue  with  prior  cases  we  have  identified. 

The  Chairman.  And  Cambodia? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Nine. 

The  Chairman.  Nine.  So  you  would  agree,  would  you  not,  that 
it's  important  in  terms  of  the  relationship  with  the  Vietnamese,  is 
it  not,  to  seek  cooperation,  continued  cooperation,  for  them  to  have 
an  understanding  of  where  we're  coming  from  in  terms  of  these 
case  numbers? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  my  hope  is,  obviously,  that  this  process, 
which  has  been  I  think  a  very  positive  one — I  mean,  the  fact  is  that 
in  the  last  year  there  has  been  greater  forward  movement  on  this 
issue  than  there  has  been  in  19  years,  and  it  would  be  a  tragedy  if 
the  Vietnamese,  7  months  into  the  existence  of  this  committee, 
were  to  suddenly  feel  their  patience  exhausted  and  not  complete 
the  task. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we're  on  the  brink  of  really  putting  in  place 
a  process  that  has  the  ability  to  provide  us  with  the  answers  that 
the  American  people  want,  and  they  have,  I  think,  nothing  to  gain 
but  everything  to  lose  by  beginning  to  shut  that  door,  if  that  is 
their  choice,  and  I  would  hope  very  much  that  they  would  under- 
stand the  degree  to  which  we  understand  their  cooperation. 

They  have  indeed  changed  their  attitude.  A  year  ago  we  did  not 
have  an  office  that  was  permanent  in  Hanoi.  A  year  ago  we  did  not 
have  people  moving  through  the  provinces.  A  year  ago,  United 
States  Senators  had  not  visited  military  bases  that  hadn't  been  vis- 
ited in  20  years.  A  year  ago  we  didn't  have  a  live  sighting  report 
capacity  without  notice,  or  even  on  short  notice,  and  I  could  go 
through  more  things.  A  year  ago  we  did  not  have  archival  access. 
A  year  ago  we  didn't  have  Vietnamese  working  on  this  process. 

So  huge  advances  have  been  made,  and  they've  clearly  been 
made  partly  because  the  Vietnamese  decided  they  wanted  to  do 
that,  they  were  willing  to  do  that.  I  would  hate  to  see  a  misinter- 
pretation of  these  133,  135  cases,  and  the  live  sighting  reports  now 
prevent  this  process  from  coming  to  closure.  My  sense  is  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  orderly  way  of  setting  these  out  and  arriving  at 
them  in  the  next  months,  and  I  hope  that  we  can  do  that. 

Let  me  ask  you.  Colonel  Cole,  you've  been  on  the  ground  there 
for  how  long? 

Colonel  Cole.  In  this  job,  sir,  since  September  1990. 

The  Chairman.  Since  September  1990. 

Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  have  you  now  formed  some  relationships,  do 
you  think,  with  Vietnamese  counterparts  on  this  issue? 

Colonel  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  that  a  Mr.  Dung  is  our  chief 
Public  Security  Service  live  sighting  counterpart  for  Major  Robin- 
son, and  he  has  been  most  supportive  and  most  personable,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Are  there  Vietnamese  counterparts,  people  you 
work  with,  or  even  people  you  don't  work  with  on  this  issue,  that 
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you've  gotten  to  know  or  that  you've  gotten  to  have  a  good  rela- 
tionship with? 

Colonel  Cole.  I  think  so,  sir.  It's  a  slow  process,  and  it's  one  that 
on  the  live  sighting  side  of  it  we're  really  just  beginning.  Perhaps 
Bob  DeStatte  can  address  more  of  that  on  the  archival  side.  I  think 
he's  probably  built  up  the  best  close  relationships,  but  we're  just 
beginning,  and  we're  proceeding  in  a  positive  direction,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  would  you  say  to  that,  Mr.  DeStatte? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir,  I  agree.  My  experience  has  been  the 
person  that  I've  worked  with,  directly  with  most  frequently  is  a 
senior  Colonel  in  their  armed  forces.  He's  the  senior  military  repre- 
sentative in  the  Vietnamese  Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Persons.  He 
has  given  me  his  assurances  that  anything  that  we  request  through 
the  appropriate  channels,  he  will  ensure  that  we — that  ever)^hing 
possible  is  done  to  make  it  happen,  and  so  far  we've  been  success- 
ful. 

I  should  add  that  Mr.  Ho  Xuan  Dich,  the  Chief  of  the  Vietnam 
Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Persons  (VNOSMP),  has  been  very  help- 
ful in  making  the  process  work.  The  VNOSMP  is  located  in  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  My  role  is  to  work  with  the  Vietnam- 
ese to  find  information  in  Vietnamese  records  about  unaccounted- 
for  Americans.  Most  of  those  records  are  located  within  Ministry  of 
Defense  organizations  and  units.  However,  as  I  noted  earlier,  we 
must  work  through  Mr.  Dich  in  his  role  as  the  chief  of  the 
VNOSMP  to  gain  access  to  those  Ministry  of  Defense  organizations 
and  units  that  have  the  type  of  information  we  are  searching  for. 

I  find  the  cooperation  is  good.  I  find — there's  a  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel whose  name  is  Pham  Teo  who  has  been  working  this  issue  for 
more  than  20  years.  I  found  him  very  helpful  and  very  open.  I  wish 
to  emphasize,  however,  that  while  the  Vietnamese  I  have  been 
working  with  helped  me  gain  access  to  specific  documents  and  per- 
sonalities I  have  asked  for,  they  seldom  volunteer  information  that 
is  not  specifically  requested. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  ever  get  a  chance  to  sort  of  have  a  per- 
sonal kind  of  conversation  about  this  issue  with  these  folks? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Yes,  sir,  but  that  is  difficult.  They  have  imposed — 
their  system  imposes  some  requirement  on  contact  with  foreigners. 
I  should  say,  some  restrictions  on  contact  with  foreigners.  Two  im- 
portant points  in  that  regard,  they  are  not  permitted  to  have  us 
into  their  homes.  That's  a  restriction  that  they  follow  very  careful- 

ly- 

And  two,  when  we  travel,  they  re  required  to  have  representa- 
tives of  at  least  two  of  the  three  ministries  that  are  represented  in 
the  Vietnam  Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Persons  travel  or  accompa- 
ny us,  except  under  unusual  circumstances,  so  it's  always  a  three- 
person  conversation. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  ever  had  anybody  make  any  overture 
to  you,  any  of  you,  in  any  way,  in  any  of  your  contacts  in  any  of 
these  countries  that  you  were  capable  of  following  up  on  with  re- 
spect to  the  delivery  of  a  POW  in  exchange  for  money,  or  some 
kind  of  deal  with  our  country?  Mr.  Sheetz. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  None. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir. 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir. 
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Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Gray. 

Mr.  Gray.  No,  sir,  none. 

The  Chairman.  So  on  no  occasion  in  all  of  these  years  do  you 
have  any  records  whatsoever  pertaining  to  an  offer  to  give  us 
POW's  in  return  for  aid  or  money  or  anything?  None  of  you  have 
seen  that  or  know  of  that? 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  none  of  you  personally  have  had  anybody 
hint  to  you  that  if  only  the  U.S.  did  this  or  this,  they  could  get 
somebody  back,  anybody? 

Mr.  Sheetz.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir. 

Colonel  Cole.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  any  other  questions? 

Senator  Smith.  No,  I  don't  have  any  further  questions. 

I  might  just  state  for  the  record,  although  this  hearing  is  not  re- 
lated to  Garwood,  his  name  appeared  numerous  times  throughout 
the  2  days.  Many  of  the  characterizations  of  Garwood  are  hotly  dis- 
puted. Some  of  those  characterizations  are  hotly  disputed  by  me, 
and  I've  spent  the  past  8  years  talking  with  Garwood  and  talking 
with  people  who  were  involved  in  his  incident.  We  deposed  him 
here  in  the  committee. 

I'm  not  going  to  get  into  debating  that,  but  I  think  just  one  clari- 
fication, and  that  is  that  as  far  as  what  he  said  in  1979,  Garwood 
did  say  in  1979  that  he  saw  five  Americans.  He  made  that  com- 
ment publicly  and  he  also  made  it  privately,  and  as  you  know  it 
was  because  he  was  charged  with  desertion,  which  he  did  not  do 
and  it  was  proven  that  he  did  not  do,  he  did  not  get  into  that,  that 
area. 

He  was  advised  by  counsel  not  to  discuss  it  further,  but  he  did 
say  he  saw  live  Americans  on  a  couple  of  occasions. 

The  Chairman.  At  what  point  in  time? 

Senator  Smith.  Oh,  he  said  it  in  1979,  when  he  came  out. 

The  Chairman.  When  he  came  out? 

Senator  Smith.  Yes,  and  then  he  said  it  again  in  the 

Wall  Street  Journal  article.  He  also  did  advise  counsel  to  that 
effect,  and  was  advised  not  to  discuss  it  further  because  of  the 
charges  against  him. 

I  think  also,  it's  also  important  to  point  out  that  as  most  of  the 
gentlemen  sitting  there  know,  not  to  take  any  credit  for  anything, 
but  I  played  I  think  a  major  role  in  getting  Mr.  Garwood  deposed 
by  the  DIA. 

Some  of  these  people  precede  you  here,  but  it  was  not  a  high  pri- 
ority to  depose  Robert  Garwood  and  found  out  what  he  knew  about 
(a)  the  prison  system,  or  (b)  POW's,  and  I  think  that  lends  a  great 
deal  of  support  to  some  of  the  charges  that  General  Tighe  and 
others  made  about  the  agency,  but  I  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to 
get  back  on  that  subject  at  some  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  we're 
finished. 

The  Chairman.  Did  any  of  you  want  to  respond? 
Senator  Smith.  I  just  have  one  final  point  I  want  to  make — 
excuse  me.  One  final  thing  before  you  respond. 
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In  1986,  in  his  report,  it's  very  interesting,  because  of  the  com- 
ments that  were  made  by  Garwood,  Gaines  recommended  that  Gar- 
wood be  hired  as  a  consultant  by  the  DIA.  I  find  it  somewhat  in- 
consistent to  knock  a  guy  around  who  has  had  so  much  valuable 
information  that  Colonel  Gaines  would  recommend  him  being 
hired  as  a  consultant.  I  think  it  was  a  good  recommendation.  You 
should  have  taken  it. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Sydow,  I  see  you  waiting  to  respond. 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  have  two  simple  responses.  When  Mr.  Garwood 
came  out  in  1979,  he  stated  in  front  of  at  least  four  witnesses,  pos- 
sibly five,  that  he  did  not  have  any  first-hand  knowledge  of  POW's 
after  1970.  That  covers  the  people  that  he  knew  to  be  in  his  prison 
camp  in  the  South. 

Secondly,  DIA  pursued  an  interview  with  Mr.  Garwood  while  he 
was  going  through  the  courts  on  his  trial,  which  convicted  him  of 
collaboration,  and  was  only  able  to  talk  to  him  2  days  after  the  Su- 
preme Court  refused  him  review. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  don't  want  to  speak  authoritatively  for  Colonel 
Gaines,  but  my  recollection  of  the  recommendation  that  you've  just 
cited,  we  were  casting  around  for  some  way  to  persuade  Robert 
Garwood  to  be  cooperative  with  us,  to  share  whatever  knowledge 
he  might  have,  and  I  believe,  as  I  recall  the  conversations  that 
went  on  at  the  time,  Colonel  Gaines  thought  well,  perhaps  Bobby 
Garwood's  primary  motivation  is  money,  so  perhaps  if  we  offer  him 
money  in  the  guise  of  a  consultancy,  perhaps  he  would  be  coopera- 
tive. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  indeed.  Colonel  Gaines  became  the  head  of  the 
office  shortly  after  filing  his  report,  which  has  been  declassified 
and  released.  He  was  the  head  of  the  office  for  almost  a  year,  and 
had  he  wanted  to  hire  Robert  Garwood,  I'm  sure  he  could  have. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I've  been  always  fascinated  by  the  case.  I 
must  say  to  you  that  this  is  off  the  point.  We're  about  to  end  the 
hearing,  and  I  do  want  to  end  it,  but  I  ask  you  very  quickly,  I  have 
always  jbeen  puzzled  by  the  notion  that  he  was  listed  as  a  deserter, 
given  the  fact  that  a  couple  of  people  were  killed  by  him  in  the 
course  of  an  ambush,  and  the  Vietnamese  admit  that  they  were 
killed. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  No,  sir,  that's  not  at  all  correct.  The  people  that  I 
spoke  with  in  Vietnam  scoff  at  the  idea  that  Robert  Garwood  even 
fired  his  weapon.  Robert  Garwood,  whether  he  went  out  purpose- 
fully to  go  over  to  the  other  side,  or  whether  he  inadvertently 
found  himself  in  a  circumstance  where  he  had  no  alternative,  I 
haven't  sorted  that  out  to  my  satisfaction,  but  the  Vietnamese 
whom  I  speak  to  

The  Chairman.  So  you're  saying  there  was  no  fire  fight? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  correct. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ever  examine  the  bullet  wound  in  his 
arm  and  ask  him  where  he  got  it? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Well,  I  know  there  are  a  number  of  stories  about 
how  he  got  it.  One  of  the  stories  is  that  it's  a  result  of  a  wound  that 
he  suffered  while  he  was  en  route  up  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail  as  a 
result  of  an  American  bomb.  We  have  only  Robert  Garwood's  word 
for  the  actual  origin  of  that  wound. 
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The  Chairman.  So  there  is  no  evidence — we  don't  want  to  make 
this  a  long  thing,  but  I  just  wanted  to  inquire  about  that  one  fact, 
because  I  had  heard  conflicting  testimony  on  it.  Somebody  asserted 
that  there  was  a  shooting  and  a  couple  of  Viet  Cong  were  killed  at 
the  place  of  the  ambush.  Is  that  not  accurate? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  only  person  who 
has  made  that  assertion  is  Robert  Garwood  himself.  The  Vietnam- 
ese with  whom  I  speak,  who  should  be  in  a  position  to  know,  tell 
me  that  there  was  no  such  activity. 

Now,  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  a  judgment  which  of  the  two 
sources — Robert  Garwood  or  the  Vietnamese  sources  that  I  speak 
to — are  being  most  accurate  on  that.  I'm  simply  telling  you  there  is 
a  divergence  of  views. 

Senator  Smith.  I  know  you  want  to  wrap  up.  I  just  want  to  say 
again,  using  this  as  an  example,  what  you  just  said,  Mr.  DeStatte, 
about  what  Colonel  Gaines  said  in  that  report — and  it  is  a  matter 
of  public  record,  and  I  encourage  anybody  who's  suspicious  of  what 
I'm  saying  to  read  the  document.  It  speaks  for  itself.  There's  abso- 
lutely no  mention  whatsoever  of  Robert  Garwood  needing  any 
money,  nor  has  he  ever  asked  for  a  nickel  except  to  travel  when  he 
came  to  testify  or  talk  with  the  DIA. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  what  Colonel  Gaines  did  say  in  the  record,  in 
the  document,  and  I  think  you  know  that  he  said  it,  was  that  Gar- 
wood was  a  very  valuable  resource  because  he  was  an  American 
and  he  knew  the  prison  system,  and  he  would  be  a  very  valuable 
resource.  There's  not  a  word  in  there  about  money.  If  Colonel 
Gaines  felt  that  way,  he  didn't  write  it  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  If  he  wanted  to  hire  him,  he  could. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  That's  the  point  I  wanted  to  make.  What  I  was 
referring  to  were  conversations  that  I  was  a  party  to  at  the  time. 

The  Chairman.  Incidentally,  I  don't  mean  to — I  understood  you 
to  say  that  there  were  conversations  in  which  they  said,  maybe  he 
needs  money,  and  there  was  a  discussion  in  that  context  of  offering 
him  the  consultancy,  which  is  in  keeping  with  what  is  in  the 
report,  that  he  be  offered  a  consultancy.  I'm  not  sure  we're  on  dif- 
ferent wavelengths  here. 

Senator  Smith.  Well,  I'm  sure  he  needs  money.  The  guy  lost  14 
years  of  back  pay  doing  a  lot  less  than  many  people  who  came  back 
did,  and  I  think  it's  an  outrage,  but  that's  another  subject. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  This  is  a  point  that  I  think  is  very  important.  We 
talked  about  what  was  done  to  Robert  Garwood.  I  would  like  to 
remind  all  who  are  listening  that  Bobby  Garwood  was  convicted  by 
the  testimony  of  the  survivors  from  that  camp,  not  by  anyone  else. 
It  is  the  survivors  of  that  camp  that  suggested — that  volunteered  to 
subject  themselves  to  the  rather  grueling  experience  of  going  to 
court  to  testify  against  him.  It  is  they  who  did  it,  and  they  were 
not  in  the  military.  Most  of  them  were  out  of  the  military  at  that 
point. 

Senator  Smith.  And  many  of  those  people,  Mr.  DeStatte,  have  re- 
canted, and  in  one  case  the  person  has  testified  to  this  committee 
that  he  was  intimidated  by  the  U.S.  Government,  so  this  story  is 
long  from  written,  and  I  encourage  you  to  be  cautious  with  the 
comments  you  make. 
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The  Chairman.  If  I  may  suggest,  this  is  the  source  of  a  select 
committee's  investigation  in  its  own  right,  and  I'm  not  sure  this 
select  committee  will  have  the  time  or  the  ability  at  this  point  to 
get  to  that,  but  it  is  a  subject  that  raises  a  lot  of  questions,  every- 
body knows  that. 

This  is  not  the  time  or  place  for  us  to  go  to  great  length  on  it, 
but  I  think  the  last  2  days  have  been  very  helpful.  They  don't  close 
out  the  process.  They  don't  shut  the  door  on  further  inquiry  with 
respect  to  live  sighting  reports  and  our  ability  to  draw  conclusions. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  extremely  helpful  in  shedding 
light  on  the  process,  on  the  nature  of  the  issues  raised  by  these  live 
sighting  reports,  on  the  great  difficulty  in  drawing  conclusions 
based  on  the  face  sheet  of  a  piece  of  paper  without  understanding 
an  awful  lot  more  about  the  region,  the  area,  other  intelligence, 
other  debriefings,  photographs,  a  huge  amount  of  information  that 
has  to  be  factored  into  interpreting  one  of  those  sheets. 

I  think  it  shows  some  areas  of  concern  in  terms  of  process.  I 
think  you're  aware  of  that.  Much  of  this  was  old,  going  back  in 
time,  and  in  fairness  your  agency  wasn't  exactly  at  the  top  of  the 
funding  line,  nor  the  personnel  line,  for  much  of  that  period  when 
much  of  this  information  was  at  its  freshest,  and  I  think  people 
need  to  keep  that  in  mind,  and  that's  something  we  will  be  explor- 
ing in  subsequent  portions  of  this,  is  the  1970's  history  here,  but 
this  is  very  helpful. 

Mr.  Sheetz,  you  mentioned  in  your  statement  the  amount  of  time 
that  your  agency  has  put  to  this.  Obviously,  we  regret  that  but  we 
are  not,  frankly,  overly  persuaded  that  it  should  be  anything  but 
the  way  it  is. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  And  I  was  not  suggesting  that  it  needs  to  be  any  dif- 
ferent. I  was  just  pointing  out. 

The  Chairman.  Fair  enough.  I  understand  it  is  cumbersome.  But 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  entire  process  is  enhanced  by 
that  time  and  by  this  inquiry.  And  your  directives  to  those  who  are 
in  Vietnam  will  be  a  hell  of  a  lot  sharper  for  this  process,  and  pos- 
sibly more  rapidly  acted  on  and  designed  with  greater  intensity 
than  they  might  have  been  otherwise. 

And  I  think  in  terms  of  the  goal  that  we  all  share,  which  is 
learning  whether  or  not  someone  is  there  held  against  their  will  or 
whether  we  can  get  somebody  back,  this  process  is  enhanced  by 
this  kind  of  public  tug  of  war  on  these  kinds  of  issues,  which  have 
been  cloaked  in  secrecy  for  so  long.  I  have  tried  to,  you  know,  be 
the  devil's  advocate  and  ask  a  lot  of  questions  about  it.  I  reserve 
judgment  on  some  parts  of  it,  and  I  think  I  need  more  answers, 
frankly,  for  some  parts  of  it. 

And  we  are  going  to  have  to  work  together  in  the  next  couple  of 
months  to  enable  this  committee  to  properly  draw  some  conclu- 
sions about  it.  Now  that  will  require  some  more  time;  I  recognize 
that.  But  it  would  be  just  as  much  of  a  tragedy  as  if  Vietnam  were 
to,  you  know,  exhaust  its  patience  now  with  this  crucible,  if  you 
were  to  exhaust  your  patience  or  the  process  somehow  broke  down 
here. 

Let  us  get  this  done,  and  I  think  we  are  well  down  the  pathway 
of  understanding  differences  that  have  led  to  different  conclusions 
and  questions.  And  we  need  to  work  together  to  try  to  iron  those 
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out  piece  by  piece,  so  that  our  report  can  reflect  different  positions 
if  they  are  different,  or  joint  conclusions  if  we  have  arrived  at 
them  in  that  way. 

And  I  hope  you  feel  that  this  has  been  a  fair  process  in  trying  to 
do  that.  And  my  sense  is  it  has  been  very  positive  for  the  commit- 
tee— long,  but  positive.  On  that  note,  I  want  to  thank  you  and  look 
forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  next  months. 

We  do  need  these  prioritizations  of  the  live  sighting  reports  for 
the  current  dates,  the  most  recent  vintage  obviously,  as  soon  as — I 
think  it  is  just  helpful.  I  think  if  you  leave  live  sightings  out  there 
that  are  current,  to  whatever  degree  your  seriousness  in  pursuing 
this  is  questioned,  it  is  only  more  questioned  if  the  most  current 
vintage  is  somehow  languishing. 

So  I  think,  however,  that  does  not  mean  you  should  send  silliness 
out  there,  where  you  have  legitimate  reasons  to  have  resolved 
something  for  obvious  intelligence  reasons  and  does  not  deserve  it, 
make  that  conclusion  and  share  it  with  us  and  help  us  to  under- 
stand it,  and  we  will  stand  up  with  you  and  jointly  concur. 

Mr.  Sheetz.  I  appreciate  the  Senator's  view.  I  think  it  makes  a 
lot  of  sense  and  I  would  be  pleased  to  work  with  you  on  that. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you  very  much.  On  that  note,  we  stand 
adjourned  until  next  Tuesday.  I  think  next  Tuesday  we  are  being 
booted  out  of  this  room  because  there  is  another  hearing  in  here 
that  had  prior  lock  on  this  space.  So  we  are  going  to  be  over  in  the 
caucus  room  of  the  Russell  Building  for  the  hearing  on  Tuesday 
with  Mr.  Perot  and  others. 

Thank  you  very  much.  We  stand  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  6:10  p.m.,  the  hearing  adjourned.] 
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APPENDIX 

Additional  Material  Requested  by  the  Vice  Chairman 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SENATE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  POW/MIA 

affairs 

October  1,  1992. 

From:  Mr.  Robert  J.  DeStatte,  DIA  Special  Office  for  POW/MIA  Affairs. 
Subject:  Response  to  Follow-up  Questions  Received  from  the  Vice-Chairman  Regard- 
ing Testimony  Before  the  Committee  on  5  August  1992. 

Reference  the  Vice-Chairman's  2  September  1992  letter,  SAB. 

Reference  letter  transmitted  a  list  18  follow  up  questions  posed  by  the  Vice-Chair- 
man concerning  my  testimony  before  the  Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA  Affairs. 

Please  find  enclosed  my  responses  to  the  Vice-Chairman's  questions,  which  he  ex- 
plained are  in  addition  to  the  questions  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  posed  to 
me  in  a  separate  letter  dated  31  August  1992. 

Although  the  Vice-Chairman  asked  that  I  submit  my  response  directly  to  him,  I 
am  addressing  this  response  to  the  Chairman  because  it  is  my  understanding  that 
my  agency's  policy  is  to  communicate  with  the  Committee  through  the  agreed  upon 
legislative  liaison  channels. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  Chairman  pass  the  enclosed  responses  to  the  Vice- 
Chairman  and  other  members  of  the  Committee.  Also,  I  respectfully  request  that 
the  Vice-Chairman's  questions  and  my  responses  be  entered  into  the  record  of  the 
testimony  before  the  Committee  on  5  August  1992. 

Robert  J.  DeStatte, 
Senior  Intelligence  Officer. 

Questions  for  the  Record  for  Mr.  Robert  DeStatte 

The  following  answers  quote  extensively  from  documents  the  Committee  has  al- 
ready received  from  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency's  Special  Office  for  Prisoners 
of  War  and  Missing  In  Action,  the  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center,  and  the  Air 
Force  Military  Personnel  Center.  I  believe  the  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of  his 
staff  reviewed  these  documents  when  they  conducted  their  research  of  this  case. 

1.  p.  104.  Please  provide  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mooney's  correspondence  in  which  he  states 
that  the  single  report,  consisting  of  a  single  sentence,  was  the  sole  source  of  informa- 
tion upon  which  the  whole  exercise  was  based.  If  such  correspondence  does  not  exist, 
please  explain  why  you  made  this  statement  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  piece  of  correspondence  I  referred  to  in  my  oral  testimony  was 
Mr.  Mooney's  2  May  1973  message.  I  believe  the  Committee  already  has  the  com- 
plete classified  text  of  that  message  in  its  files  in  the  Senate  Security  Office.  In  his 
prepared  statement  for  the  hearing  on  5  August  1992,  the  Vice-Chairman  said  he 
had  conducted  a  careful  analysis  of  this  document.  I  am  surprised  the  Vice-Chair- 
man would  question  its  existence.  I  am  submitting  herewith  a  copy  of  the  declassi- 
fied text  of  the  2  May  1973  message  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

It  might  be  helpful  to  restate  the  facts  as  I  understand  them,  because,  as  the  Com- 
mittee knows,  the  Vice-Chairman's  last  minute  request  to  discuss  this  complex  case 
allowed  very  little  time  to  review  the  record  and  refresh  my  memory  prior  to  giving 
oral  testimony. 

My  oral  testimony,  in  its  full  context,  was  that  a  single  item  of  information  col- 
lected early  on  5  February  1973  formed  the  sole  basis  for  three  messages  on  which 
we  have  focused  our  discussions:  two  different  translations  of  that  single  item  issued 
in  separate  reports,  both  dated  5  February  1973;  and  one  message  authored  by  Mr. 
Mooney,  dated  2  May  1973. 

My  oral  testimony  was  that  each  translation  of  the  single  item  was  reported  as  a 
single  sentence  in  each  of  the  two  separate  reports  on  5  February. 

I  also  stated  that  this  single  item  of  information,  in  its  two  forms  (or  translations), 
was  the  sole  source  of  information  from  which  Mr.  Mooney  developed  his  2  May 
1973  message — the  message  which  is  the  basis  for  the  controversy  about  the  fate  of 
the  Baron  52  crew. 

Finally,  I  stated  Mr.  Mooney's  own  correspondence  confirmed  that  the  single  item 
of  information  collected  on  5  February  1973  was  the  only  item  of  information  upon 
which  he  based  his  2  May  1973  message.  These  are  the  documents  the  Vice-Chair- 
man described  in  his  prepared  statement  as,  "sensitive  intercepts",  and  messages, 
"in  which  a  Vietnamese  .  .  .  unit  reported  .  .  .".  The  correspondence  I  had  in  mind 
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when  I  gave  my  oral  testimony  was  the  introductory  paragraph  of  Mr.  Mooney's  2 
May  1973  message. 

In  the  introduction  to  his  2  May  1973  message  Mr.  Mooney  said  he  had:  "reviewed 
all  available  information  concerning  the  four  fliers  mentioned  in  the  5  Feb  message 
and  no  additional  reflections  or  amplifying  information  concerning  the  disposition  of 
the  fliers  were  revealed.  For  your  information  and  consideration  the  following  is  a 
recap  of  the  intercept  and  some  observations  concerning  this  subject." 

I  invite  the  Vice-Chairman's  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mooney  used  the  sin- 
gular case  when  he  referred  to:  "the  5  Feb  message"  and  "the  intercept". 

2.  p.  111.  Please  provide  the  names  of  the  analysts  referred  to  and  copies  of  the 
reports  they  prepared  (regarding  speculation  about  the  flight  path  of  Baron  52  and 
the  possibility  some  crew  members  might  have  parachuted  some  65  nautical  miles 
north  of  the  crash  site).  Additionally,  please  indicate  whether  you  personally  have 
had  any  discussions  concerning  this  subject  with  the  analysts  you  referred  to  during 
your  testimony. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Mr.  Mooney's  2  May  1973  message  (paragraph  4)  documented  the 
speculation  about  the  flight  path  of  Baron  52  and  the  possibility  that  some  crew 
members  might  have  parachuted  some  65  nautical  miles  north  of  the  crash  site.  The 
Committee  already  has  the  complete  classified  text  of  this  message.  In  his  prepared 
statement  on  5  August  1992,  the  Vice-Chairman  said  he  had  conducted  a  careful 
analysis  of  this  document.  The  declassified  text  of  Mr.  Mooney's  message,  submitted 
herewith,  substantiates  my  testimony. 

I  did  not  interview  Mr.  Mooney. 

The  speculation  about  Baron  52's  flight  path  is  relevant  because  it  illustrates  the 
pattern  of  speculation  in  Mr.  Mooney's  analysis. 

During  September-December  1986,  I  held  discussions  with  several  National  Secu- 
rity Agency  (NSA)  and  Air  Force  Security  Command  experts  who  were  familiar 
with  1973-era  activities  relevant  to  the  analysis  of  the  messages  in  question.  In  1986, 
responsible  officials  of  the  Air  Force  Security  Command  identified  a  small  number 
of  documents  that  helped  shed  light  on  the  speculative  nature  of  Mr.  Mooney's  mes- 
sage of  2  May  1973.  The  documents  were  internal  NSA  and  Air  Force  Security  Serv- 
ice documents;  not  reports. 

The  documents  and  my  notes  touch  on  sensitive  sources  and  methods  for  which 
the  NSA  and  the  Air  Force  Security  Command  are  the  authorized  releasing  authori- 
ties. The  Committee  asked  that  I  limit  my  testimony  to  unclassified  information. 

When  I  researched  this  case  in  1986,  responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  and  the  Air 
Force  Security  Command  made  their  personnel  and  documents  available  to  me  with 
the  caveat  that  they  would  retain  control  over  dissemination  of  information  devel- 
oped from  them,  including  my  notes.  If  responsible  officials  of  those  agencies  agree, 
I  will  be  happy  to  make  the  documents  and  my  notes  available  for  review  by  proper- 
ly cleared  members  of  the  Committee  and  staff  in  a  secure  setting. 

3.  p.  112.  Please  provide  specific  information  from  these  missions  which  will  con- 
firm your  statement  to  the  Committee  that  there  were  no  indications  that  the  aircraft 
had  attempted  to  crash  landing. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  An  after  action  report,  dated  9  February  1973,  signed  by  the  com- 
mander of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012,  the  9  February  1973  mission  to  recover 
remains  from  the  wreckage  of  Baron  52,  stated:  "JG  [Jolly  Green]  60  lowered  3  PJ's 
[parajumpers]  plus  a  technician  to  the  crashed  aircraft  to  recover  bodies  and  get 
positive  identification  on  the  aircraft.  The  aircraft  appeared  to  have  crashed  nearly 
vertically  and  upside  down." 

I  believe  we  have  already  supplied  the  Committee  a  copy  of  this  9  February  1973 
report,  and  that  it  was  among  the  documents  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  exam- 
ined during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this 
report  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Another  document,  a  letter  dated  9  March  1973,  addressed  to  the  next  of  kin  of  a 
crewmember  of  Baron  52  and  signed  by  the  Commander  of  the  8th  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing,  noted:  "The  aircraft  had  impacted  upside  down  and  there  were  no  skid 
marks." 

I  believe  this  9  March  1973  letter  was  among  the  documents  the  Vice-Chairman 
and  his  staff  examined  during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit 
a  copy  of  this  letter  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Another  document,  a  Memorandum  for  Record  stated  28  June  1973,  prepared  by  a 
specialist  in  the  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  based  on  separate  interviews  with 
three  members  of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  of  9  February  1973,  noted:  "The 
aircraft  appeared  to  have  crashed  nearly  vertically  and  upside  down." 
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I  believe  this  28  June  1973  memorandum  was  among  the  documents  the  Vice- 
Chairman  and  his  staff  examined  during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  here- 
with submit  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Another  document,  a  letter  dated  7  April  1973,  addressed  to  the  next  of  kin  of  a 
crewmember  of  Bron  52  and  signed  by  the  Commander  of  the  8th  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing  noted:      .  .  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the  cause  of  the  mishap  must 
have  been  of  a  catastrophic  nature.  It  was  probably  a  direct  hit  from  antiaircraft 
fire  which  immediately  started  a  fire  in  the  aircraft  thus  precluding  the  initiation  of 
emergency  procedures.  Assuming  this  to  be  the  case,  the  crew  would  not  have  had  i 
time  to  retrieve  survival  equipment,  don  it,  and  exit  the  aircraft  safely.  .  .  .  Since  ] 
the  crew  had  transmitted  a  report  that  ground  fire  was  observed  five  minutes  prior  j 
to  the  last  contact,  and  the  loss  of  the  aircraft  appears  to  be  instantaneous,  it  can  be  ( 
logically  assumed  that  the  aircraft  was  hit  by  ground  fire  and  erupted  into  intense  ! 
fire  as  a  result  of  the  remaining  fuel  supply." 

I  believe  this  7  April  1973  letter  was  among  the  documents  the  Vice-Chairman 
and  his  staff  examined  during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit 
a  copy  of  this  letter  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Also,  on  5  November  1986  I  interviewed  the  person  who  was  Operations  Officer  of 
Detachment  3,  6994th  Security  Squadron  when  Baron  52  went  down.  The  electronics 
technicians  on  Baron  52  were  members  of  the  6994th  Security  Squadron.  The 
former  Operations  Officer  recalled  he  had  studied  aerial  photographs  of  the  wreck- 
age in  February  1973.  He  recalled  the  aircraft  appeared  to  have  impacted  near  a 
peak  about  400  meters  from  the  main  wreckage,  bounced,  landed  upside  down,  and 
burned.  His  description  is  corroborated  by  the  photographs  of  the  wreckage  I  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  5  August  1992. 

In  1973,  the  persons  directly  involved  in  the  events  surrounding  the  loss  of  Baron 
52  and  its  crew  left  for  us  a  record  of  photographs  and  written  statements  prepared 
while  the  events  were  fresh  in  their  minds.  Those  photographs  and  statements  pro- 
vide clear  and  compelling  evidence  that  Baron  52  suffered  a  mishap  that  caused  the 
aircraft  to  plunge  to  the  ground  in  a  near  vertical  trajectory  and  prevented  the  crew 
from  issuing  a  distress  signal  or  attempting  to  parachute  from  the  aircraft.  Mr. 
Mooney's  faulty  analysis  can  not  change  the  facts. 

It  is  unfortunate  Mr.  Mooney's  analysis  did  not  receive  closer  examination  1973. 
It  is  unfortunate  his  faulty  conclusions  went  unquestioned  for  more  than  a  decade. 
But  the  facts  are  clear.  Our  duty  is  clear.  We  must  ensure  the  facts  are  heard.  We 
must  stand  firm  against  misinterpretations  of  the  facts. 

4.  P-  114-  Please  provide  the  names  of  the  SAR  team  members  who  reached  this 
conclusion,  and  the  SAR  Team  report  which  states  the  conclusion  described  by  you 
during  your  testimony. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  believe  much  of  this  information  was  recorded  in  the  documents 
the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  examined  when  they  researched  this  case.  The 
members  of  the  SAR  team  were: 

Major  Robert  D.  Furnam,  Commander  of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  of  9 
February  1973  and  pilot  of  SAR  helicopter  Jolly  Green  60;  he  remained  airborne. 

ILT  Steven  H.  Van  Jepmond,  Crew  member  of  Maj.  Furnam's  Jolly  Green  60;  he 
remained  airborne. 

SSGT  Robert  B.  Johnson,  Crew  member  of  Jolly  Green  60.  One  of  the  para- 
jumpers  who  was  on  the  ground  at  crash  site. 

TSGT  Harwell  P.  Quillian  Jr,  Parajumper  and  crew  member  of  Jolly  Green  60;  he 
and  Schofield  searched  wreckage  and  recovered  partial  remains  of  one  co-pilot. 

Ronald  L.  Schofield,  Radio  Technician  from  6994th;  aboard  Jolly  Green  60;  ac- 
companied 3  parajumpers  on  ground. 

SSGT  Cayetano,  Pina,  Crew  member  of  Jolly  Green  60.  (Cayetano  or  Williamson 
was  the  third  parajumper  on  the  ground.) 

SGT  Dennis  C.  Williamson,  Crew  member  Jolly  Green  60.  (Williamson  or  Caye- 
tano was  the  third  parajumper  on  the  ground.) 

SGT  Melvin  A.  Baumgardner,  USAF  photographer  and  crew  member  of  Jolly 
Green  60,  he  remained  airborne. 

Additionally,  the  following  six  USAF  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  were 
aboard  a  second  helicopter.  Jolly  Green  71,  that  took  part  in  Rescue  and  Recovery 
Mission  012  on  9  February  1973.  None  of  these  men  were  lowered  to  the  ground  at 
the  crash  site:  Captain  Richard  D.  Shapiro,  ILT  Jason  H.  Houk,  SSGT  Ronald  A. 
Cross,  TSGT  Charles  F.  Salome,  SGT  Ralph  R.  Moreno,  and  SST  Codey  L.  Johnson. 

The  after  action  report  for  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  noted:  "The  PJ's 
[parajumpers]  recovered  the  upper  portion  of  one  body  and  positively  determined 
that  all  crewmembers  had  perished."  The  after  action  report  for  this  mission  was 
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dated  9  February  1973  and  was  signed  by  Major  Furnam  and  Captain  Shapiro.  I 
herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this  report  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Also,  a  Memorandum  for  Record,  dated  28  June  1973,  prepared  by  a  specialist  in 
the  Joint  Csisualty  Resolution  Center  based  on  separate  interviews  with  three  mem- 
bers of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  of  9  February  1973,  noted:  "It  did  not 
appear  that  the  crew  of  Baron  52  were  preparing  to  bail  out  when  the  plane 
crashed.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  pararescue  man  [SSGT  Johnson]  that  all  the  crew 
died  in  the  crash  and  fire." 

I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  that  memorandum  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Also,  a  letter  dated  23  March  1973,  from  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air 
Force  to  Congressman  Widnall,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  next  of  kin  of 
one  of  the  crewmembers  of  Baron  52,  stated:  "The  information  made  available  to  his 
commander  by  members  of  the  search  team  conclusively  established  that  their  son 
could  not  have  survived  the  incident." 

I  believe  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center  already  supplied  the  Committee 
the  complete  text  of  that  23  March  1973  memorandum.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of 
that  memorandum  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

I  also  spoke  with  Major  Furnam  and  former  Sergeant  Baumgardner  by  telephone 
on  11  November  1986.  During  those  conversations.  Major  Furnam  and  Sergeant 
Baumgardner  reaffirmed  their  earlier  judgement  that  there  were  no  survivors  of 
Baron  52. 

I  also  spoke  with  CMSGT  Schofield  by  telephone  on  13  November  1986.  During 
that  conversation  CMSGT  Schofield  confirmed  that  after  inspecting  the  crash  site 
on  9  February  1973  he  and  the  others  who  participated  in  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mis- 
sion 012  unanimously  agreed  there  were  no  survivors  of  Baron  52.  However,  he  re- 
called, he  subsequently  saw  information  received  from  headquarters  NSA  that  he 
thought  confirmed  four  crewmembers  of  Baron  52  survived. 

He  recalled  that  because  he  had  strong  faith  in  the  quality  of  information  re- 
ceived from  NSA,  he  began  to  doubt  his  earlier  judgment  that  was  based  on  his  per- 
sonal search  of  the  wreckage.  He  then  tried  to  reconcile  his  personal  observations 
with  the  information  he  thought  NSA  had  collected.  Eventually,  the  fact  that  he 
had  not  found  the  cargo  door  in  the  wreckage  became,  to  him,  evidence  that  some  of 
the  crew  could  have  bailed  out  of  the  aircraft. 

The  record,  however,  confirms  that  the  tail  section  of  the  aircraft  was  located 
nearly  400  meters  from  the  main  wreckage.  Both  wing  tips  were  broken  off  and  lo- 
cated some  distance  from  the  aircraft.  Other  parts  of  the  aircraft  were  strewn  about 
the  area  and  between  the  main  wreckage  and  the  tail  section.  The  four-man  search 
and  rescue  team  was  on  the  ground  for  a  total  of  40  minutes.  They  were  not  able  to 
search  beyond  the  immediate  area  of  the  main  wreckage.  It  is  not  surprising  they 
did  not  find  the  cargo  door. 

In  the  end,  CMSGT  Schofield  rejected  his  initial  judgement  in  favor  of  what  he 
believed  was  detailed  information  NSA  had  collected  and  reliably  reported.  As  we 
know  today,  CMSGT  Schofield's  initial  judgement  was  correct.  The  information  he 
and  others  placed  so  much  faith  in  was  merely  Jerry  Mooney's  faulty  analysis  of  a 
one-sentence  piece  of  information  collected  on  5  February  1973.  That  information 
had  no  relationship  to  the  Baron  52  incident. 

5.  p.  lis.  Again,  please  identify  those  portions  of  the  SAR  reports,  or  any  inter- 
views you  had  with  members  of  the  SAR  team,  which  back  up  your  statement  to  the 
Committee  regarding  the  absence  of  skid  marks  and  indications  that  the  aircraft 
plunged  nearly  vertically  to  earth. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  repeat  my  answer  to  your  question  number  3,  above. 

A  letter,  dated  9  March  1973,  addressed  to  the  next  of  kin  of  a  crewmember  of 
Baron  52  and  signed  by  the  Commander  of  the  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing,  noted: 
"The  aircraft  had  impacted  upside  down  and  there  were  no  skid  marks." 

I  believe  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center  already  supplied  the  Committee 
the  complete  text  of  that  letter  and  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  examined  it 
during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
substantiate  my  testimony. 

Additionally,  an  after  action  report  dated  9  February  1973,  signed  by  the  com- 
mander of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012,  the  9  February  1973  mission  to  search 
and  recover  remains  from  the  wreckage  of  Baron  52,  stated:  "JG  [Jolly  Green]  60 
lowered  3  PJ's  [parajumpers]  plus  a  technician  to  the  crashed  aircraft  to  recover 
bodies  and  get  positive  identification  on  the  aircraft.  The  aircraft  appeared  to  have 
crashed  nearly  vertically  and  upside  down." 
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I  believe  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  examined  this  document  when  they  re- 
searched this  case.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this  report  to  substantiate  my  testi- 
mony. 

Another  document,  a  Memorandum  for  Record  dated  28  June  1973,  prepared  by  a 
specialist  in  the  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  based  on  separate  interviews  with 
three  members  of  Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  of  9  February  1973,  noted:  "The 
aircraft  appeared  to  have  crashed  nearly  vertically  and  upside  down." 

I  believe  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center  already  supplied  the  Committee 
the  complete  text  of  that  memorandum  and  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  exam- 
ined it  during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this 
memorandum  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

Also,  a  letter  dated  7  April  1973,  the  Commander  of  the  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 
sent  to  the  next  of  kin  of  a  crewmember  of  Baron  52  noted:  ".  .  .  it  is  a  reasonable 
assumption  that  the  cause  of  the  mishap  must  have  been  of  a  catastrophic  nature.  It 
was  probably  a  direct  hit  from  antiaircraft  fire  which  immediately  started  a  fire  in 
the  aircraft  thus  precluding  the  initiation  of  emergency  procedures.  Assuming  this 
to  be  the  case,  the  crew  would  not  have  had  time  to  retrieve  survival  equipment, 
don  it,  and  exit  the  aircraft  safely.  .  .  .  Since  the  crew  had  transmitted  a  report  that 
ground  fire  was  observed  five  minutes  prior  to  the  last  contact,  and  the  loss  of  the 
aircraft  appears  to  be  instantaneous,  it  can  be  logically  assumed  that  the  aircraft 
was  hit  by  ground  fire  and  erupted  into  intense  fire  as  a  result  of  the  remaining 
fuel  supply." 

I  believe  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center  already  supplied  the  Committee 
the  complete  text  of  that  letter  and  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  examined  it 
during  their  careful  research  of  this  case.  I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
substantiate  my  testimony. 

Also,  on  5  November  1986  I  interviewed  the  person  who  was  Operations  Officer  of 
Detachment  3,  6994th  Security  Squadron  when  Baron  52  went  down.  The  electronics 
technicians  on  Baron  52  were  members  of  the  6994th  Security  Squadron.  The 
former  Operations  Officer  recalled  he  studied  aerial  photographs  of  the  wreckage  in 
February  1973.  He  recalled  the  aircraft  appeared  to  have  impacted  near  a  peak 
about  400  meters  from  the  main  wreckage,  bounced,  landed  upside  down,  and 
burned.  His  description  is  corroborated  by  the  photographs  of  the  wreckage  I  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  5  August  1992. 

6.  p.  117.  Please  provide  a  copy  of  the  wing  commander's  statement  referred  to,  as 
well  as  a  copy  of  the  20  February  1973  request  from  the  father  of  one  of  the  crew 
members  to  the  Air  Force. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  13  February  1973  letter  from  Colonel 
Humphries,  the  Commander  of  the  unit  that  flew  Baron  52,  to  the  next  of  kin  of  one 
of  the  crew  members.  One  sentence  of  that  letter,  written  eight  days  after  Baron  52 
went  down,  read:  After  careful  consideration  I  feel  that  there  is  a  possibility  that 
one  or  more  crew  members  could  have  parachuted  to  safety,  therefore  your  son  will 
continue  to  be  carried  in  a  missing  status  until  a  final  determination  can  be  made." 

Also,  I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  prepared  by  the  Duty  Officer  of 
the  USAF  Casualty  Office,  of  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center  (USAFMPC), 
documenting  that  the  father  of  Sergeant  Joseph  A.  Matejov  telephoned  the 
USAFMPC  Casualty  Office  at  1830  hours  on  20  February  1973  and  requested  clarifi- 
cation of  Colonel  Humphries's  13  February  letter.  The  memorandum  also  document- 
ed the  USAFMPC  Casualty  Office's  follow  up  action  to  obtain  the  requested  clarifi- 
cation. According  to  the  memorandum:  "[Mr.  Matejov]  was  concerned  about  a  sen- 
tence in  the  search  termination  letter  he  had  received.  The  sentence  '.  .  .  that  one 
or  more  crewmembers  may  have  parachuted  to  safety  .  .  .'  indicates  that  possibly 
not  all  seven  [sic]  ejected.  He  questioned  this  since  the  remains  recovered  were  iden- 
tified as  only  one  crew  member  and,  if  so,  all  seven  must  have  gotten  out.  I  ex- 
plained to  him  that  this  was  not  necessarily  true  since  the  severity  of  the  crash, 
possible  explosion  upon  impact,  or  a  bad  fire  could  have  made  recovery  of  other  re- 
mains impossible.  Mr.  Matejov  did  not  want  to  accept  this  and  asked  that  I  request 
the  commander  to  elaborate  on  the  above  quoted  statement." 

The  memorandum  notes  that  the  USAFMPC  Casualty  Office  dispatched  a  mes- 
sage requesting  clarification  of  the  search  termination  letter  at  about  1200  hours  on 
21  February  1973. 

Also,  I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  21  February  1973  message  from  the  Air  Force 
Military  Personnel  Center  (USAFMPC)  to  the  field  commander.  The  message  noted 
casualty  reports  indicated  it  was  doubtful  any  crewmembers  survived  the  crash  of 
Baron  52.  However,  the  message  continued,  the  commander  stated  in  letters  to  the 
next  of  kin  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  one  or  more  crew  members  could  have 
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parachuted  to  safety.  The  USAFMPC  message  then  stated:  "The  father  of  one  of  the 
missing  men  has  contacted  this  office  and  requested  we  determine  what  this  [the 
commander's  statement]  was  based  upon." 

The  message  also  summarized  some  information  about  the  incident  and  noted 
that,  "in  keeping  with  Air  Force  policy  of  providing  next  of  kin  all  known  informa- 
tion" the  USAFMPC  has  advised  the  next  of  kin  that  there  were  three  of  four  re- 
mains at  the  crash  site.  The  USAFMPC  message  then  issued  the  following  instruc- 
tions to  the  field  command:  "Request  the  Commander  carefully  evaluate  all  known 
information  pertaining  to  this  incident  to  determine  if  submission  of  death  reports 
may  be  appropriate.  If  status  change  is  not  made,  request  we  be  provided  more  com- 
plete information  on  what  was  seen  at  crash  site  and  what  efforts  are  being  made  to 
re-enter  crash  site  area  to  obtain  further  information  on  which  to  base  a  status 
change." 

I  understand  the  Committee  has  received  complete  copies  of  the  files  maintained 
by  the  USAFMPC  concerning  the  crew  members  of  Baron  52.  Each  of  the  three  doc- 
uments cited  above  should  be  in  those  files,  which  are  in  the  Committee's  possession 
and  which  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  undoubtedly  reviewed  during  their  care- 
ful research  of  this  case. 

7.  p.  119.  Please  provide  to  the  Committee  the  names  of  the  analysts  you  refer  to 
who  believed  that  the  POW's  being  referred  to  in  the  initial  report  were  at  Vinh. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  believe  the  Committee  already  has  the  complete  classified  text  of 
the  initial  report  including  the  field  analysis  concerning  the  information  in  the 
report  in  its  files  in  the  Senate  Security  Office.  This  is  one  of  the  documents  the 
Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed.  Therefore,  the  Vice-Chairman  is  aware 
that  the  message  does  not  identify  the  analyst  who  prepared  it.  Since  the  Vice- 
Chairman  has  examined  the  full  text,  I  am  confident  he  does  not  question  the  fol- 
lowing three  facts:  One,  the  unclassified  text  of  the  translation  of  the  information  in 
the  initial  report  stated,  "Group  [number  deleted]  is  holding  four  pilots  captive  .  .  ." 
Two,  the  field  analysis  appended  to  the  translation  in  the  first  report  explained  why 
the  specialist  who  first  acquired  the  data  and/or  the  field  analyst  working  with  him 
believed  the  Group  holding  the  four  pilots  was  possibly  located  near  Vinh.  Three, 
the  first  report  was  prepared  by  persons  directly  involved  in  collecting  the  informa- 
tion. 

I  am  confident  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  will  agree  that  the  specialists  who 
collected  the  data  and  prepared  the  first  report  were  the  persons  best  qualified  to 
make  the  observations  they  described  in  their  explanation  of  why  they  believed  the 
Group  holding  the  four  pilots  was  possibly  located  near  Vinh.  In  my  judgement,  we 
can  confidently  accept  the  judgement  of  those  specialists. 

During  September-December  1986,  I  held  discussions  with  several  National  Secu- 
rity Agency  (NSA)  experts  who  were  familiar  with  1973-era  activities  relevant  to  the 
analysis  of  the  messages  in  question.  With  their  assistance  I  examined  several  of 
NSA's  1973-era  technical  references  relevant  to  the  messages  in  question.  One  NSA 
specialists  I  spoke  with  was  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  who  showed  me  a  flight 
record  that  confirmed  he  participated  in  the  mission  that  collected  the  information 
reported  in  the  initial  report  on  5  February  1973.  According  to  him,  he  was  one  of 
only  two  specialists  on  that  mission  who,  by  the  nature  of  their  duties,  could  have 
collected  the  information  contained  in  the  first  5  February  message.  He  did  not 
recall  any  details  about  the  specific  message  in  question.  However,  he  did  describe 
the  limitations,  capabilities,  and  typical  pattern  of  activities  of  such  missions.  The 
information  supplied  by  him,  other  NSA  specialists,  and  NSA  technical  references 
reinforced  my  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  field  analysis  included  in  the  first 
message  on  5  February  1973 — the  Group  holding  the  four  pilots  was  possibly  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Vinh.  Responsible  NSA  officials  made  their  specialists  and  techni- 
cal documents  available  with  the  caveat  that  NSA  would  retain  control  over  dis- 
semination of  any  information  developed  during  the  discussions. 

I  have  tried  to  keep  my  comments  unclassified.  I  have  submitted  an  unclassified 
version  of  the  message  in  question.  Because  the  message  and  its  analysis  touches  on 
very  sensitive  sources  and  methods,  I  respectfully  ask  that  we  not  discuss  it  further 
in  open  session.  If  responsible  officials  of  NSA  agree,  I  will  be  happy  to  discuss  any 
specific  aspects  of  this  and  any  other  message  related  to  the  Baron  52  incident  with 
properly  cleared  members  of  the  committee  and  staff  in  a  secure  setting. 

8.  p.  119.  Please  provide  the  name  of  the  separate  person  who  issued  the  different 
translation.  Also,  the  Committee's  copy  of  the  second  report  contains  four  sentences, 
not  one.  Please  clarify  your  statement  that  the  second  report  was  a  one-sentence  re- 
translation  of  the  first  report. 


314 


Mr.  DeStatte.  The  complete  classified  text  of  each  of  the  two  messages  in  ques- 
tion, including  the  field  analysis  included  in  each  message,  were  among  the  docu- 
ments already  supplied  to  the  Committee.  Those  two  messages  are  two  of  the  docu- 
ments the  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed.  Therefore,  the  Vice-Chairman 
is  aware  that  those  two  messages  did  not  identify  the  analysts  who  prepared  them. 
During  September-December  1986  responsible  NSA  officials  helped  me  try  to  identi- 
fy the  authors.  We  were  not  successful. 

I  welcome  the  opportunity,  however,  to  clarify  my  statement  that  the  second 
report  was  a  one-sentence  retranslation  of  the  first  report;  because,  as  the  Commit- 
tee knows,  the  Vice-Chairman's  last  minute  request  allowed  little  time  to  review  the 
record  and  refresh  my  memory  on  this  complex  case  prior  to  giving  oral  testimony. 

A  fundamental  fact  of  this  case  is  that  a  single  item  of  information  collected  early 
on  5  February  1973  formed  the  sole  basis  for  the  two  5  February  1973  messages  on 
which  we  have  focused  our  attention.  Each  of  those  5  February  1973  messages  con- 
tained a  different  translation  of  that  single  item  of  information. 

My  oral  testimony  was  that  each  translation  of  the  single  item  wais  reported  as  a 
single  sentence  in  each  of  the  two  separate  reports  on  5  February. 

The  unclassified  text  of  the  translation  recorded  in  the  first  report  consisted  of 
the  following  sentence:  "Group  [number  deleted]  is  holding  four  pilots  captive  and 
the  group  is  requesting  orders  concerning  what  to  do  with  them." 

The  unclassified  text  of  the  translation  recorded  in  the  second  part  is:  "Group 
[number  deleted]  has  four  pirates,  they  are  going  [words  deleted]  from  44  to  93,  they 
are  having  difficulties  moving  along  the  road." 

Having  reviewed  our  copy  of  the  second  report,  it  appears  that  you  have  substitut- 
ed periods  for  the  semi-colon  and  commas  in  the  original  text. 

One  could  count  four  sentences  in  the  second  report  only  if  one  substitutes  periods 
for  the  one  semi-colon  and  two  commas  in  the  original  one-sentence  classified  text. 

9.  p.  120.  Is  Jerry  Mooney  the  author  of  the  second  February  5th  report  which  spe- 
cifically states  that  44  and  93  refer  to  kilometer  markers'?  If  he  has  not,  then  why  did 
you  state  to  the  Committee  that  Jerry  Mooney  "chose  to  assume:  44  o,nd  93  were  kilo- 
meter markers,  "  when  in  fact  the  earlier  report  makes  clear  that  is  what  they  are?  Do 
you  dispute  this  portion  of  the  earlier  reports? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  believe  the  Vice-Chairman  has  misquoted  the  second  report.  The 
second  report  does  not  "specifically  state"  that  44  and  93  refer  to  kilometer  mark- 
ers. As  the  Vice-Chairman  knows,  having  carefully  analyzed  these  messages,  the 
second  message  contains  a  comment  by  an  analyst  in  the  field,  probably  in  Okina- 
wa, that  speculated  44  and  93  were  possibly  references  to  kilometer  makers. 

One  of  Jerry  Mooney's  responsibilities  in  1973  was  to  subject  the  preliminary  field 
analysis  to  a  critical  analysis — to  exercise  quality  control.  If  Mr.  Mooney  had  ful- 
filled this  responsibility  he  would  have  concluded  that  44  and  93  were  unidentified 
references.  For  reasons  based  on  linguistic  considerations  and  the  Peoples  Army  of 
Vietnam's  standard  military  reporting  procedures,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  44 
and  93,  as  they  are  used  in  this  message,  are  references  to  kilometer  markers.  They 
could  be  references  to  check  points,  actual  unit  designations,  personalities,  radio  call 
signs,  etc.  There  was  not  sufficient  information  in  the  text  of  the  message  or  about 
the  message  to  definitively  identify  the  true  meaning  of  44  and  93  as  used  in  the 
message. 

The  second  report  said  the  four  "pirates"  were  going  from  44  to  93.  The  text  did 
not  clarify  the  meaning  of  the  numbers.  As  I  noted  earlier,  the  comments  section 
appended  to  the  second  translation  speculated  that  44  and  93  could  be  kilometer 
markers. 

Mr.  Mooney  carried  the  speculation  about  kilometer  markers  two  steps  further. 
First,  he  speculated  they  were  located  in  Laos.  Second,  he  speculated  they  could  be 
located  on  specific  routes  (there  were  several  to  chose  from). 

Every  route  more  than  44  kilometers  long  in  North  Vietnam  and  South  Vietnam, 
as  well  as  in  Laos,  would  have  had  a  kilometer  marker  (KM)  44.  Every  route  more 
than  93  kilometers  long  would  have  both  a  KM  44  and  KM  93.  NSA  had  confirmed 
the  coordinates  of  some  kilometer  markers.  It  appears  Mr.  Mooney  simply — and  ar- 
bitrarily— selected  from  a  gazetteer  a  KM  44  and  KM  93  that  were  north  of  the 
Baron  52  crash  site,  were  relatively  close  to  each  other,  and  gave  the  appearance  of 
travel  in  a  preconceived  direction.  The  kilometer  markers  44  and  93  he  chose,  hap- 
pened to  be  located  on  two  different  roads  that  traveled  in  different  directions  and 
were  located  on  opposite  sides  of  a  chain  of  mountains.  If  Jerry  Mooney  performed 
the  elementary  analytic  step  of  plotting  the  two  points  on  a  topographic  map,  he 
should  have  realized  how  improbable  his  equations  were.  Jerry  Mooney's  apparent 
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overriding  interest  was  to  fashion  an  analysis  that  could  fit  a  preconceived  desire  to 
link  the  information  in  the  5  February  1973  report  to  the  Baron  52  incident. 

10.  p.  123.  Have  you  ever  spoken  with  the  persons  who  prepared  both  reports?  Have 
you  ever  reviewed  the  actual  tapes  and  handlogs  which  contained  the  actual  data,  in 
encrypted  form'?  If  not,  why  did  you  state  to  the  Committee  with  certainty  that  the 
second  report  was  another  translation  of  the  same  data  translated  in  the  first  report? 
On  what  basis  do  you  assume  the  second  report  is  a  retranslation  of  the  first  report? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed  each  of  the  two  re- 
ports he  asked  about  here,  which  were  issued  on  5  February  1973.  I  believe  the  com- 
plete classified  text  of  each  report  is  in  the  Committee's  files  in  the  Senate  Security 
Office.  Therefore,  the  Vice-Chairman  knows  the  two  reports  do  not  identify  the  ana- 
lysts who  prepared  them. 

I  believe  NSA  experts  informed  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  during  their  re- 
search that  in  1973  the  actual  tapes  and  handlogs  were  not  intended  to  be  perma- 
nent documents.  Tapes  were  recycled  according  to  a  fixed  schedule.  To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  the  tapes  and  any  handlogs  that  might  have  made  reference  to  these 
messages  have  not  survived. 

During  September-December  1986  responsible  NSA  officials  helped  me  try  to 
identify  and  locate  all  persons  with  direct  knowledge  about  the  two  reports  and  all 
surviving  records  related  to  them.  We  did  not  identify  the  authors  of  the  two  reports 
nor  any  tape  or  handlogs  related  to  them. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  information  in  question  was  transcribed  from  un- 
encrypted voice  communications. 

The  relationship  between  the  two  reports  should  not  be  given  open  to  serious  dis- 
pute. The  second  report  clearly  cited  the  serial  number  of  the  first  report  and  stated 
it  was  a  follow  up  to  the  first  report. 

The  fact  that  each  of  the  reports  was  based  on  the  same  data  should  not  be  open 
to  serious  dispute.  Both  reports  cite  the  same  time  of  acquisition. 

Although  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff,  as  a  result  of  their  research,  should 
understand  the  process  that  generated  these  two  reports,  it  might  be  helpful  if  we 
shared  that  knowledge  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee. 

The  data  was  acquired  and  recorded  on  tape  by  specialists  aboard  a  U.S.  Air 
Force  plane  orbiting  several  miles  off  the  coast  of  North  Vietnam.  The  aircraft  and 
crew  were  based  in  Okinawa.  Each  flight  remained  on  station  off  the  coast  of  Viet- 
nam for  approximately  12  hours  before  returning  to  Okinawa.  At  the  time  the  data 
in  question  was  acquired,  the  flight  that  acquired  it  was  approximately  due  east  of 
Vinh. 

Standard  procedures  on  these  flights  dictated  that  some  types  of  data,  including 
information  that  might  be  related  to  captured  U.S.  servicemen,  would  be  translated 
and  reported  immediately  as  a  spot  report.  The  first  of  the  two  reports  you  asked 
about  was  a  spot  report  made  while  the  aircraft  was  still  on  station. 

In  accordance  with  standard  procedure,  after  the  flight  returned  to  Okinawa 
other  specialists  reviewed  the  tapes  made  during  the  flight.  The  specialists  review- 
ing the  tapes  would  issue  corrections,  additions,  or  revisions  of  the  spot  reports 
issued  during  the  mission.  The  second  report  you  asked  about  cited  the  serial 
number  of  the  first  message  and  clearly  noted  it  was  the  first  follow  up  report  and 
final  version  of  the  initial  spot  report. 

The  sentence  structure  of  the  second  translation  followed  the  same  format  as  the 
translation  in  the  first  report;  showing  it  was  a  revision  of,  rather  than  an  addition 
to,  the  first  translation.  For  example,  the  first  translation  began  with  the  words, 
"Group  [number  deleted]  is  holding  four  pilots  captive  .  .  ."  while  the  second  trans- 
lation began  with  the  words,  "Group  [number  deleted]  has  four  pirates  .  .  ."As  the 
Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  learned  during  their  careful  analysis  of  these  two  re- 
ports, each  of  the  translators  heard  the  Group  number  differently. 

11.  p.  127.  Please  provide  documentation  to  support  your  statement  to  the  commit- 
tee that  there  were  three  ARVN  helicopters  downed  in  an  area  near  Vinh  at  the  ap- 
proximate time  frame  of  the  February  5th  Spot  Report. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  I  believe  the  Vice-Chairman  has  misquoted  me.  My  oral  testimony 
was:  "There,  in  fact,  were  at  least  three  ARVN  helicopters  that  were  down  in  an 
area  that  would  have  caused  the  crew,  if  captured,  to  be  evacuated  through  Vinh  at 
the  approximate  time  frame  that  we  acquired  this  particular  piece  of  intelligence." 

I  believe  it  is  common  knowledge  that  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces 
(RVNAF)  did  not  fly  helicopters  into  North  Vietnam — and  certainly  not  into  any 
area  near  Vinh  in  early  1973. 

Any  RVNAF  aviators  and  most  RVNAF  ground  troops  the  Peoples  Army  of  Viet- 
nam (PAVN)  captured  in  the  Laos  panhandle  and  Thau  Thien  and  Quang  Tri  Prov- 
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ince  between  early  1971  and  early  1973  would  have  been  moved  to  POW  camps  in 
North  Vietnam.  One  example  would  be  the  several  hundred  RVNAF  personnel  cap- 
tured in  Southern  Laos  during  the  joint  US/GVN  Operation  Lam  Son  719  in  early 
1971.  The  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  (ARVN)  3rd  Air- 
borne Brigade  and  members  of  his  staff  who  were  captured  during  that  operation 
reached  Hanoi  within  a  few  days  after  being  captured.  Another  example  would  be 
the  163  POWs,  including  three  officers,  from  the  2nd  and  9th  Battalions  of  the  Re- 
public of  Vietnam  Marine  Corps  (RVNMC)  who  were  captured  in  Quang  Tri  Prov- 
ince in  January  1973  and  joined  returned  U.S.  POW  LCDR  Phillip  A.  Kientzler  at  a 
POW  camp  in  Quang  Binh  Province  North  Vietnam  on  or  about  1  February  1973. 

According  to  United  States  Air  Force  records,  between  1  January  1973  and  5  Feb- 
ruary 1973  the  RVNAF  lost  the  following  aircraft  in  the  area  I  referred  to: 


Type  Tail  No.  Location  Date 


UHl   388  Quang  Tri  January  1973. » 

UHl   7015717  Quang  Tri  January  1973. » 

UHl   6915120  Lao  Panhandle  31  January  1973. 

01   514956  Quang  Tri  28  January  1973. 

A37   687953  Quang  Tri  1  February  1973. 


>  Day  not  listed. 

The  RVNAF  lost  two  additional  aircraft  in  January  1973  for  which  our  copy  of 
the  USAF  record  does  not  list  a  coordinate:  Al— 134526,  17  January  1973;  01— 
5112682,  18  January  1973. 

Also,  the  Royal  Lao  Air  Force  (RLAF)  lost  three  T-28  aircraft  on  10  and  12  Janu- 
ary and  4  February  1973;  however,  our  copy  of  the  USAF  record  does  not  list  loca- 
tions for  these  losses.  One  or  more  of  these  losses  could  have  occurred  in  Xiang 
Khoang  Province,  the  site  of  several  engagements  in  early  1973.  Some  RLAF  avi- 
ators captured  in  this  area  were  taken  to  Vinh. 

I  am  submitting  herewith  an  extract  from  the  USAF  listing  to  substantiate  my 
testimony. 

12.  p.  133.  Please  provide  to  me  the  series  of  messages  which  you  were  able  to  recov- 
er that  flowed  between  Jerry  Mooney  and  the  Air  Force  Security  Command  at  Kelly 
Air  Force  Base. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  Committee  has  asked  that  I  limit  my  testimony  to  unclassified 
information.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  messages  in  question  have  not  been 
declassified.  My  agency  did  not  originate  the  documents;  therefore,  we  do  not  have 
the  authority  to  release  or  declassify  them. 

If  the  Vice-Chairman  obtains  agreement  of  responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  and 
the  Air  Force  Security  Command,  I  will  be  happy  to  discuss  these  messages  with 
properly  cleared  members  of  the  committee  and  staff  in  a  secure  setting. 

If  the  Committee  wishes  to  address  a  request  for  the  messages  to  the  NSA  or  the 
Air  Force  Security  Command,  the  messages  in  question  are:  HQ  USAFSS  MSG 
061652Z  FEB  73.  HQ  USAFSS  MSG,  12  FEB  73  (Not  Recovered).  HQ  USAFSS  MSG. 
(No  date  on  recovered  copy.  However,  since  recovered  copy  made  reference  to  the 
HQ  USAFF's  informal  request  for  information  dated  12  FEB  73,  and  NSA  responded 
on  14  FEB  73,  it  appears  the  recovered  message  was  dated  13  Feb  73.)  NSA  BRAVO 
GROUP  (B6)  MSG  142345Z  Feb  73.  HQ  USAFSS  MSG  162242Z  FEB  73. 

In  view  of  our  discussion  about  speculation,  the  Committee  might  wish  to  know 
that  NSA  BRAVO  GROUP  (B6)  MSG  142345Z  Feb  73,  apparently  authored  by  Mr. 
Mooney,  begins:  "I  find  your  speculation  very  interesting  and  agree  that  the  crew 
could  have  bailed  out  at  a  point  closer  to  KM  44  than  the  crash  cite  [sic]." 

Baron  52  went  down  within  20  minutes  after  the  last  radio  contact  and  about  22 
nautical  miles  north  of  its  location  at  the  time  of  the  last  radio  contact.  If  it  stayed 
airborne  for  the  full  20  minutes,  at  normal  operating  speed  it  could  not  have  been 
further  than  about  6  nautical  miles  north  of  the  crash  site.  The  KM  44  Mr.  Mooney 
referred  to  was  about  65  nautical  miles  north  of  the  crash  site. 

13.  p.  139.  Please  provide  hard  evidence  directly  pertaining  to  the  issuance  of  the 
May  2,  1973  report  which  verifies  your  statement  to  the  Committee  that  it  circum- 
vented the  normal  quality  control  procedures  that  are  in  place  at  NSA.  Please  pro- 
vide the  names  of  Jerry  Mooney 's  supervisors  to  which  you  referred.  Please  describe 
what  would  have  been  the  normal  procedure  at  NSA  at  the  time  which,  if  followed, 
would  have  made  the  message  an  NSA  judgement. 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  When  I  researched  this  incident  in  1986,  I  spoke  with  several  ex- 
perts from  the  NSA  who  informed  me  that  the  serial  number  of  Jerry  Mooney's  2 
May  1973  message  identified  the  message  as  an  office  message — a  type  of  electronic 
mail  that  gave  analysts  a  flexible  and  informal  means  of  exchanging  views  and  in- 
formation. The  NSA  experts  informed  me  NSA  used  a  different  type  of  serial 
number  to  identify  an  officially  coordinated  and  approved  agency  product. 

I  believe  the  Vice-Chairman  has  misquoted  my  reference  to  Mr.  Mooney's  superi- 
ors. My  oral  testimony  did  not  state  or  imply  that  I  had  consulted  with  Jerry  Moon- 
ey's supervisors  or  that  I  knew  who  they  were.  In  context,  my  oral  testimony  was  a 
general  observation  to  the  effect  that,  given  NSA's  well  deserved  reputation  for  high 
standards,  if  Jerry  Mooney  had  submitted  his  2  May  1973  message  for  review  and 
approval  as  a  formal  NSA  report:  "I  am  confident  that  Jerry  Mooney's  superiors 
would  have  asked  him  to  document  each  of  the  assertions  that  he  made  in  that 
lengthy  message  and  they  would  have  found  that  they  [Mooney's  assertions]  were 
unsubstantiated  by  the  facts." 

I  am  not  a  member  of  NSA.  If  the  Committee  requires  an  authoritative  descrip- 
tion of  NSA's  internal  procedures,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  Committee  request 
responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  provide  the  information. 

14.  p.  141.  Please  provide  the  analytical  comment  made  by  the  person  who  issued 
the  initial  report.  Please  provide  the  reasons  spelled  out  by  that  person  on  why  he 
believed  the  unit  holding  the  pilots  was  located  at  Vinh.  Please  provide  the  name  of 
the  person  you  tracked  down  and  his  colleague,  either  of  which  you  state  actually 
acquired  the  information  and  issued  the  initial  report.  Please  provide  the  date  and 
any  documentation  of  your  conversations  with  him  as  referred  to  in  your  testimony. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed  the  first  report, 
which  was  issued  on  5  February  1973.  The  complete  classified  text  of  the  report,  in- 
cluding the  analjrtical  comment  that  was  part  of  the  report,  is  among  the  documents 
in  the  Committee's  files  in  the  Senate  Security  Office.  Therefore,  the  Vice-Chairman 
knows  I  have  represented  the  report  and  its  analytical  comment  objectively  and 
fairly. 

The  field  analysis  of  the  data  in  the  first  report  explained  why  the  specialist  who 
first  acquired  the  data  and/or  the  field  analyst  working  with  him  believed  the 
Group  holding  the  four  pilots  was  possibly  located  near  Vinh. 

I  am  confident  the  Vice-Chairman  and  his  staff  agree  that  the  specialists  who  col- 
lected the  date  and  prepared  the  first  report  were  the  persons  best  qualified  to 
make  the  observations  they  described  in  their  explanation  of  why  the  Group  holding 
the  four  pilots  was  possibly  located  near  Vinh.  In  my  judgment,  we  can  confidently 
accept  the  judgment  of  those  specialists. 

The  answers  to  the  remainder  of  this  question  can  be  found  in  my  response  to  the 
Vice-Chairman's  similar  question,  question  number  7,  above. 

A  detailed  discussion  of  the  analytical  comment  in  the  first  report  would  touch  on 
sensitive  sources  and  methods  for  which  NSA  is  the  releasing  authority.  The  Com- 
mittee has  asked  that  I  limit  my  responses  to  unclassified  information.  Therefore,  I 
trust  the  Vice-Chairman  will  understand  that  I  am  compelled  to  respectfully  ask 
that  we  refrain  from  discussing  the  analysis  of  this  report  in  detail  in  this  setting.  I 
have  submitted  herewith  a  copy  of  the  unclassified  version  of  the  first  report  to  sul> 
stantiate  my  testimony. 

If  responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  agree,  I  will  be  happy  to  discuss  any  aspect  of 
the  first  report  with  properly  cleared  members  of  the  Committee  and  staff  in  a 
secure  setting. 

15.  p.  H2.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  contact  Jerry  Mooney  or  other  analysts  who  may 
have  been  involved  in  the  May  2nd  report  to  inquire  specifically  where  the  mention 
of  water  may  have  originated?  If  so,  please  provide  dates  and  supporting  documenta- 
tion. If  not,  please  indicate  why  such  contact  has  not  been  made.  Please  describe  and 
document  any  other  attempts  you  have  made  to  determine  where  this  information 
was  acquired. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  Mr.  Mooney  has  released  publicly  several  assertions  about  the  2 
May  1973  message  and  other  topics.  I  have  seen  nothing  in  his  statements  that  indi- 
cate he  could  give  me  information  I  could  have  confidence  in.  Furthermore,  I  believe 
there  is  some  question  as  to  whether  an  official  of  the  DIA  would  have  legal  author- 
ity to  contact  him  in  an  official  capacity. 

I  understand  responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  have  spoken  with  Jerry  Mooney 
about  various  topics,  including  the  questions  you  posed  here.  I  also  understand  Mr. 
Mooney  supplied  the  Committee  with  a  lengthy  statement  concerning  the  questions 
you  raised  here.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Mooney  did  not  provide  NSA 
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officials  or  the  Committe  any  new  information  about  the  origin  of  any  details  in  his 
2  May  1973  message. 

During  September-December  1986,  I  held  discussions  with  several  National  Secu- 
rity Agency  (NSA)  experts  who  were  familiar  with  1973-era  activities  relevant  to  the 
analysis  of  the  messages  in  question.  Responsible  NSA  officials  helped  me  try  to 
identify  and  locate  all  persons  with  direct  knowledge  about  the  two  messages  and 
all  surviving  records  related  to  all  of  the  messages  in  question.  They  conducted  a 
computer-assisted  search  of  NSA's  holdings  to  locate  other  messages  that  might 
have  been  related  to  the  messages  in  question.  With  their  assistance  I  examined  sev- 
eral of  NSA's  1973-era  technical  references  relevant  to  the  messages  in  question.  As 
I  testified  earlier,  they  identified  and  I  sp>oke  with  a  U.S.  Air  Force  specialist  who 
was  a  member  of  the  flight  crew  that  obtained  the  information  reported  on  5  Febru- 
ary 1973.  He  did  not  recall  any  details  about  the  specific  message  in  question. 

The  information  supplied  to  me  by  responsible  NSA  specialists  and  NSA  technical 
references  reinforced  my  confidence  that  the  sole  documentary  evidence  for  Jerry 
Mooney's  2  May  1973  message  was  the  information  contained  in  two  reports  issued 
on  5  February  1973. 

The  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  anal3rzed  both  of  those  reports;  therefore,  he 
is  well  aware  they  did  not  mention  water  or  several  other  items  of  data  Mr.  Mooney 
mentioned  in  his  2  May  1973  message.  I  have  submitted  copies  of  the  unclassified 
text  to  the  Committee  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

In  1986,  responsible  NSA  officials  made  their  specialists  and  technical  documents 
available  to  me  with  the  caveat  that  NSA  would  retain  control  over  dissemination 
of  information  developed  during  the  discussion,  including  my  notes.  My  notes  touch 
on  sensitive  sources  and  methods  for  which  the  NSA  is  the  authorized  releasing  au- 
thority. If  responsible  officials  of  the  NSA  agree,  I  will  be  happy  to  release  my  notes 
or  make  them  available  for  review  by  properly  cleared  members  of  the  Committee 
and  staff  in  a  secure  setting. 

16.  p.  14^.  Please  provide  me  with  a  copy  of  this  message  where  Jerry  Mooney  states 
the  initial  report  was  the  only  information  that  his  analysis  was  based  on. 

Mr.  DeStatte.  This  is  the  same  as  question  number  1,  above. 

The  message  I  referred  to  in  my  oral  testimony  was  Mr.  Mooney's  2  May  1973 
message.  It  is  one  of  the  documents  the  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed.  I 
believe  a  copy  of  the  complete  classified  text  is  in  the  Committee's  files  in  the 
Senate  Security  Office.  I  have  submitted  herewith  a  copy  of  the  declassified  text  to 
substantiate  my  testimony. 

It  might  be  helpful  to  restate  the  facts  as  I  understand  them;  because,  as  the  Com- 
mittee knows,  the  Vice-Chairman's  last  minute  request  to  discuss  this  complex  case 
allowed  little  time  tp  review  the  record  and  refresh  my  memory  prior  to  giving  oral 
testimony.  1 

My  oral  testimony,  in  its  full  context,  was  that  a  single  item  of  information  col- 
lected early  on  5  February  1973  formed  the  sole  basis  for  three  messages  on  which 
we  have  focused  our  discussions:  two  different  translations  of  that  single  item  issued 
in  separate  reports,  both  dated  5  February  1973;  and  one  message  authored  by  Mr. 
Mooney,  dated  2  May  1973. 

My  oral  testimony  was  that  each  translation  of  the  single  item  was  reported  as  a 
single  sentence  in  each  of  the  two  separate  reports  on  5  February. 

I  also  stated  that  this  single  item  of  information,  in  its  two  forms  (or  translations), 
was  the  sole  source  of  information  from  which  Mr.  Mooney  developed  his  2  May 
1973  message — the  message  which  is  the  basis  for  the  controversy  about  the  fate  of 
the  Baron  52  crew. 

Finally,  I  stated  Mr.  Mooney's  own  correspondence  confirmed  that  the  single  item 
,  of  information  collected  on  5  February  1973  was  the  only  item  of  information  upon 
which  he  based  his  2  May  1973  message.  The  correspondence  I  had  in  mind  was  the 
introductory  paragraph  of  his  2  May  1973  message.  In  his  prepared  statement  the 
Vice-Chairman  referred  to  the  5  February  and  2  May  1973  documents  as  "sensitive 
intercepts"  and  messages  "in  which  a  Vietnamese  .  .  .  unit  reported  .  .  .". 

In  the  introduction  to  his  2  May  1973  message  Mr.  Mooney  said  he  had:  "reviewed 
all  available  information  concerning  the  four  fliers  mentioned  in  the  5  Feb  message 
and  no  additional  reflections  or  amplifying  information  concerning  the  disposition  of 
the  fliers  were  revealed.  For  your  information  and  consideration  the  following  is  a 
recap  of  the  intercept  and  some  observations  concerning  this  subject:" 

I  invite  the  Committee's  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mooney  used  the  singular 
case  when  he  referred  to:  "the  5  Feb  message"  and  "the  intercept". 

17.  p.  U3.  Please  document  exactly  which  portions  of  the  2  May  message  fit  the 
definition  of  "fiction  ". 
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Mr.  DeStatte.  One  definition  of  fiction,  according  to  my  dictionary,  is  "something 
accepted  as  fact  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  although  not  necessarily  true."  In  my 
judgment  that  definition  applies  to  much  of  Mr.  Mooney's  2  May  1973  message. 

As  I  have  stated  earlier,  Mr.  Mooney's  2  May  1973  message  was  based  on  a  single 
brief  piece  of  information  collected  on  5  February  1973.  Two  different  translations  of 
that  piece  of  information  were  published  in  separate  messages  on  5  February  1973. 
Neither  version  contained  any  of  the  following  several  items  of  information  quoted 
from  Jerry  Mooney's  2  May  1973  message:  The  four  fliers,  whose  nationality  was 
not  disclosed,  were  "located  on  5  Feb  in  the  general  area  north  of  Moung  [sic]  Nong 
in  the  Binh  Tram  33  area."  "Two  unidentified  personalities  in  the  Binh  Tram  9 
area  were  to  be  contacted  concerning  movement  of  the  POWs  and  if  problems  were 
encountered,  high  HQs  was  to  be  notified  to  supply  'ways  and  means'  to  move  the 
fliers."  "Sufficient  water  was  to  be  given  to  the  fliers."  An  unidentified  personality 
associated  with  an  unidentified  Group  .  .  .,  probably  in  North  Vietnam,  .  .  .  "asked 
that  he  be  notified  of  their  [the  four  fliers]  time  of  departure  as  he  was  waiting  for 
them." 

Additionally,  Mr.  Mooney  misrepresented  or  misquoted  some  details,  perhaps  un- 
consciously, and  made  unsubstantiated  assumptions.  For  example,  at  one  point  he 
wrote:  "In  another  conversation  (also  on  5  Feb)  an  unidentified  personality  associat- 
ed with  an  unidentified  Group  .  .  .,  probably  in  North  Vietnam,  .  .  .  stated  that 
there  has  been  some  difficulties  in  transporting  the  fliers  ..." 

In  fact,  Mr.  Mooney  was  not  quoting  from  "another  conversation';  he  was  quoting 
from  the  second  translation  of  the  only  conversation  reported  on  5  February. 

Mr.  Mooney  also  substituted  new  wording  in  place  of  the  original  text  of  that 
translation.  The  original  text  did  not  say  there  has  been  some  difficulty  moving  the 
fliers;  it  said  the:  "four  pirates  .  .  .  are  having  difficulty  moving  along  the  road." 

Also,  the  original  text  had  nothing  to  say  about  "ways  and  means".  Nevertheless, 
Mr.  Mooney  not  only  supplied  the  new  words,  but  added  speculation  that  "ways  and 
means"  was  a:  "probable  reference  to  trucks." 

Finally,  Mr.  Mooney  recycled  his  new  words  and  speculation  into  his  concluding 
statement:  "Further,  since  vehicle  transportation  was  indicated,  rapid  movement  is 
reasonable,  [therefore]  it  is  possible  that  these  4  fliers  were  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
EC-47." 

The  Vice-Chairman  said  he  carefully  analyzed  the  two  reports  issued  on  5  Febru- 
ary 1973  and  Mr.  Mooney's  message  dated  2  May  1973.  Also,  copies  of  the  complete 
text  are  in  the  Committee's  files  in  the  Senate  Security  Office.  I  have  submitted 
copies  of  the  unclassified  texts  to  substantiate  my  testimony. 

18.  p.  150.  Please  provide  copies  of  the  two  subsequent  messages.  The  Committee's 
copy  of  the  17  February  report  states,  "It  has  been  reported  that  the  people  involved 
in  the  south  laotian  campaign  have  shot  down  one  aircraft  and  captured  the  pilot/ 
pilots. "  Given  the  reference  in  this  report  to  pilots(s)  having  been  captured  by  people 
involved  in  the  south  laotian  campaign,  why  did  you  lead  the  Committee  to  believe 
that  this  report  was  referring  to  an  F-\  which  was  shot  at,  not  in  Laos,  and  later 
landed  at  Uborn  air  base  in  Thailand?  How  do  you  explain  this  sentence  from  the  17 
February  report? 

Mr.  DeStatte.  The  Vice-Chairman  has  raised  this  question  before.  On  13  Septem- 
ber 1989,  my  agency  sent  the  Vice-Chairman  a  written  assessment  of  this  17  Febru- 
ary 1973  report.  We  explained  why  the  information  in  that  17  February  1973  report 
was  related  to  an  incident  that  occurred  in  an  area  immediately  south  of  the  De- 
militarized Zone  that  separated  North  and  South  Vietnam;  and  why  it  was  not  re- 
lated to  Baron  52. 

On  5  August  1992,  the  Vice-Chairman  released  a  prepared  statement  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  press  that  again  questioned  the  basis  for  our  assessment.  I  am  happy 
to  have  this  new  opportunity  to  describe  the  basis  for  our  assessment. 

The  17  February  1973  message  offers  an  excellent  example  of  the  mistakes  and 
misinterpretations  that  are  created  when  an  analyst  takes  a  single  piece  of  intelli- 
gence out  of  context  and  attempts  to  derive  definitive  conclusions  about  it.  Also,  the 
Vice-Chairman's  remarks  in  his  prepared  statement  on  5  August  1992  concerning 
the  17  February  1973  document  very  effectively  illustrate  that  such  mistakes  and 
misunderstanding  can  persist  for  years  and  influence  the  judgment  of  even  very 
senior  officials. 

The  Vice-Chairman  quoted  from  a  17  February  1973  immediate  precedence  mes- 
sage from  a  Vietnamese  anti-aircraft  (AAA)  unit.  A  more  complete  quote  from  the 
report  shows  that  the  AAA  unit  indicated  it  had  received  a  report  that  the:  "people 
involved  in  the  south  Laotian  campaign  have  shot  down  one  aircraft  and  captured 
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the  pilot/pilots.  It  asked  that  Vietnamese  units  recover  pieces  of  the  aircraft  imme- 
diately." 

The  report  the  Vice-Chairman  cites  was  issued  at  0515  hours  GMT  on  17  Febru- 
ary 1973.  The  text  of  that  report  clearly  indicated  that  a  People's  Army  of  Vietnam 
(PAVN)  unit  had  reported  it  shot  down  a  U.S.  aircraft  and  captured  the  pilot  or 
pilots. 

However,  that  report  did  not  identify  the  type  of  aircraft,  the  specific  date  and 
location  of  the  incident,  or  the  nationality  of  the  pilot  or  pilots  mentioned  in  the 
text.  Although  there  was  no  specific  detail  that  conclusively  linked  the  information 
with  Baron  52,  some  analyst  placed  a  copy  of  the  message  in  the  casualty  files  relat- 
ed to  the  Baron  52  crew;  presumably  because  the  text  of  the  message  suggested  the 
incident  could  have  occurred  in  southern  Laos  and  because  the  information  was  col- 
lected only  a  few  days  after  Baron  52  was  lost. 

DIA  apparently  did  not  receive  three  related  messages.  Two  were  issued  on  the 
17th  and  one  was  issued  on  the  19th  of  February  1973.  Those  three  messages  con- 
firmed the  report  the  Vice-Chairman  cited  was  not  related  to  the  Baron  52  incident. 

When  I  researched  the  Baron  52  incident  in  1986,  with  the  NSA's  help,  we  recov- 
ered three  messages  that  clarified  the  report  the  Vice-Chairman  cited;  i.e.,  the 
report  issued  at  0515  hours  GMT,  17  February  1973.  Those  three  messages,  issued  at 
0600  and  0630  hours  GMT  on  17  February  1973,  and  at  2000  hours  GMT  on  19  Feb- 
ruary 1973,  respectively,  confirmed  that  the  information  in  the  original  PAVN 
report  was  not  accurate— the  PAVN  AAA  unit  had  not  shot  down  an  aircraft,  nor 
had  it  captured  any  pilots. 

The  three  later  messages  showed  that  the  PAVN  unit  that  issued  the  initial 
report  said  a  PAVN  AAA  unit  had  fired  on  and  hit  an  RF-4  shortly  before  0900 
hours  local  time  on  14  February  1973— not  17  February  1973. 

The  RF-4  is  a  two-seat,  long-range,  all-weather,  jet  engine,  attack  aircraft  modi- 
fied for  photographic  and  electronic  reconnaissance  missions. 

The  later  messages  also  indicated  that  after  it  was  hit  the  RF-4  flew  away  to  the 
southeast  trailing  smoke.  Later  that  day,  one  PAVN  combat  command  instructed 
subordinate  units  to  search  for  evidence  the  aircraft  went  down  and  send  the  evi- 
dence, if  any  could  be  found,  to  the  command. 

The  Vice^hairman  questioned  why  I  would  correlate  the  data  in  the  report  he 
cited  to  an  incident  in  South  Vietnam,  since  the  report  indicated  the  "people  in- 
volved in  the  south  Laotian  campaign  have  shot  down  one  aircraft  and  captured  the 
pilot/pilots".  When  the  report  the  Vice-Chairman  cited  is  placed  in  its  full  context, 
we  discover  that  the  related  follow  up  reports  identify  the  "people  involved"  as  a 
PAVN  unit  located  near  the  border  between  Laos  and  Quang  Tri  Province,  South 
Vietnam — part  of  an  area  PAVN  loosely  referred  to  as  southern  Laos.  Forces  in- 
volved in  campaigns  in  that  area  could  be  deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  Lao-Viet- 
nam border.  1 

Perhaps  the  initial  17  February  1973  report  |s  an  example  of  a  PAVN  anti-air- 
craft unit  exaggerating  the  results  of  an  earlier  engagement  with  the  RF-4. 

In  fact,  U.S.  records  show  that  no  RF-4  or  any  other  U.S.  aircraft  were  downed  on 
this  date  and  in  this  area.  The  only  record  of  any  aircraft  incident  on  14  February 
1973  was  a  brief  entry  in  the  operations  log  of  the  56th  Aerospace  Rescue  and  Re- 
covery Squadron  indicating  an  F-4  with  flight  control  problems  made  an  emergency 
landing  at  an  air  base  in  Thailand,  at  1220  hours  local  time — i.e.,  about  3  hours 
after  the  incident  described  in  the  17  February  1973  report.  However,  we  could  not 
confirm  this  F-4  had  been  hit  by  Anti-Aircraft  fire  or  that  it  was  related  to  the  inci- 
dent described  in  the  17  February  1973  report. 

In  summary,  when  we  examine  the  initial  17  February  1973  report  in  its  full  con- 
text, we  discover  it  was  not  related  to  the  EC-47Q  involved  in  the  Baron  52  incident. 
We  also  learn  it  was  not  related  to  any  downed  aircraft  or  captured  pilot.  If  there  is 
any  kernel  of  truth  in  the  initial  PAVN  report,  the  truth  is  that  a  PAVN  unit  locat- 
ed near  the  border  between  Laos  and  Quang  Tri  Province,  SVN,  fired  on  and  possi- 
bly damaged  an  RF-4  nine  days  after  Baron  52  went  down — an  RF-4  that  did  not 
crash,  with  a  crew  that  was  not  captured. 

Downed  EC-47  crew — 1.  Have  reviewed  all  available  information  concerning  the 
four  fliers.  And  no  additional  reflections  or  amplifying  information  concerning  the 
disposition  of  the  fliers  were  revealed.  For  your  information  and  consideration  the 
following  is  a  recap.  And  some  other  observations  concerning  this  subject. 

2.  Four  fliers,  whose  nationality  was  not  disclosed,  were  located  on  5  Feb  in  the 
general  area  north  of  Moung  Nong. 

The  fliers  were  to  be  transferred  from  "44,"  a  probable  reference  to  kilometer 
marker  44  on  Route  914  (XD  495254  16-30N  106-25E)  to  "93,"  a  probable  reference 
to  kilometer  marker  93  on  Route  1032  (XD  549505,  16-43N  106-27E),  and  were  ap- 
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parently  en  route  to  west  of  the  DMZ  in  Laos,  two  persons  were  to  be  contacted 
concerning  movement  of  the  POWs  and  if  problems  were  encountered,  high  HOS 
was  to  be  notified  to  supply  "ways  and  means"  (references  to  trucks)  to  move  the 
fliers.  Sufficient  water  was  to  be  given  to  the  fliers. 

There  had  been  some  difficulties  in  transporting  the  fliers  and  asked  to  see  if 
these  problems  had  been  resolved  so  movement  could  continue.  The  person  also 
asked  that  he  be  notified  of  their  time  or  departure  as  he  was  waiting  for  them. 

Although  the  initial  location  given  is  some  65  KM  from  the  crash  site  it  is  possi- 
ble that  at  least  part  of  the  crew  were  able  to  bail  out  prior  to  the  crash  and  there- 
fore could  have  been  closer  to  this  point  than  the  crash  site  when  they  were  cap- 
tured. Further,  since  vehicle  transportation  was  indicated,  rapid  movement  is  rea- 
sonable. It  is  possible  that  these  4  fliers  were  part  of  the  crew  of  the  EC-47. 
Date:  9  Feb  73 
Mission  Number:  012 
Flight  Designation:  Jolly  Green  60 

Mission  Objective:  Rescue  &  Recovery  of  Crewmembers  of  Baron  52 
Location:  058/83/82 
Saves:  None 

1.  SUMMARY  OF  SAR  ACTIONS:  On  9  Feb  73  Jolly  Green  71  and  60  were 
launched  at  1050L  to  recover  the  bodies  of  8  crewman  from  Baron  52,  an  EC-47 
downed  in  Eastern  Laos,  position  058/83/82.  The  flight  was  uneventful  until  we 
reached  a  point  E,  042/93/82.  At  this  time  we  were  at  9500  MSL  and  received  activi- 
ty lights  and  launch  lights  on  RHAW  gear  of  all  aircraft.  Evasive  actions  were 
taken  with  no  problems  encountered.  Both  aircraft  arrived  at  the  SAR  area  at 
1320L.  JG  71  held  5  miles  north  while  JG  60  proceeded  to  the  location  of  Baron  52. 
JG  60  lowered  3  PJ's  plus  a  technician  to  the  crashed  aircraft  to  recover  bodies  and 
get  positive  identification  on  the  aircraft.  The  aircraft  appeared  to  have  crashed 
nearly  vertically  and  upside  down.  Both  wings  were  sheared  off  and  the  fuselage 
was  completely  gutted  by  flames.  The  only  portion  left  intact  was  the  tail.  After 
about  45  minutes  in  the  hover,  JG  60  recovered  two  of  the  PJ's  and  then  because  of 
fuel  shortage,  egressed  the  area.  JG  71  then  proceeded  to  the  area  and  picked  up  the 
2  remaining  men.  Egress  for  both  aircraft  was  accomplished  with  no  problem,  and 
both  aircraft  recovered  at  NKP  at  1600L.  The  PJ's  recovered  the  upper  portion  of 
one  body  and  positively  determined  that  all  crewmembers  had  perished.  A  large 
piece  of  metal,  bearing  the  aircraft  number  636  positively  identified  the  aircraft  as 
Baron  52. 

Crewmembers  of  JG  71  High.  Capt  Shapiro,  Richard  D.,  291387999;  ILt  Houk, 
Jason  H.,  403627178;  SSGT  Cross,  Ronald  A.,  218421753;  TSgt  Salome,  Charles  F., 
579588403;  Sgt  Moreno,  Ralph  R.,  551724922;  SSgt  Johnson,  Cdey  L.  422424585. 
Crewmembers  of  JG  60  Low.  Maj  Robert  D.  Furman,  093263711;  ILt  Steven  H.  Van 
Jepmond,  562706687;  SSgt  Cayetano,  Pina,  449760213;  SSgt  Robert  B.  Johnson, 
266929966;  TSgt  Harwell  P.  Quillian  Jr,  422583073;  Sgt  Dennis  C.  Williamson, 
329443149;  Sgt  Melvin  A.  Baumgardner,  233861075. 

Richard  D.  Shapiro, 

Capt,  USAF,  Aircraft  Commander. 
Robert  D.  Furman, 
Major,  USAF,  Aircraft  Commander. 

Department  of  the  Air  Force, 
Headquarters  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing  (PACAF), 

APO  San  Francisco,  March  9,  1973. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Cressman, 
St.  Petersburg,  FL. 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman:  I  am  writing  to  you  to  provide  a  detailed  summa- 
ry of  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  death  of  your  son.  Sergeant  Peter  R. 
Cressman.  While  I  do  not  have  any  new  information,  I  would  like  to  review  the  cir- 
cumstances in  more  detail  for  you,  and  to  explain  more  fully  the  reasons  for  the 
decision  to  declare  your  son  killed  in  action. 

On  4  February  1973,  Peter  was  a  crew  member  of  an  EC-47  aircraft  on  an  oper- 
ational mission  over  Laos.  The  aircraft  departed  Ubon  Airfield  at  approximately 
11:05  PM  (local),  4  February  1973.  At  approximately  1:25  AM  on  5  February,  the 
aircraft  reported  observing  ground  fire,  and  at  1:30  AM  reported  operations  normal. 
This  was  the  last  contact  that  was  made  with  the  aircraft.  After  several  attempts  to 
establish  contact  failed,  search  and  rescue  efforts  were  put  into  effect  at  6:00  AM 
(first  light)  on  5  February.  The  search  included  a  continuing  visual  and  communica- 
tions search  in  addition  to  numerous  photographic  reconnaissance  flights. 
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On  7  February  1973  a  crash  site  was  discovered,  which  through  photo  interpreta- 
tion was  determined  to  be  your  son's  aircraft.  A  helicopter  then  took  a  pararescue 
team  to  the  site  and  hovered  while  the  team  was  lowered  to  examine  the  wreckage. 
The  aircraft  was  almost  totally  destroyed.  The  entire  fuselage  was  badly  burned, 
and  equipment  in  the  aft  part  of  the  fuselage  was  completely  melted.  The  aircraft 
had  impacted  upside  down  and  there  were  no  skid  marks.  Both  wing  tips  were 
broken  off,  and  were  located  some  distance  from  the  aircraft.  The  helicopter  and  the 
team  remained  in  the  area  until  forced  to  depart  due  to  running  low  on  fuel.  The 
remains  of  one  crew  member  were  recovered  and  later  identified  as  those  of  the  co- 
pilot; no  other  remains  were  recovered.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  aircraft  crashed  in 
an  extremely  hostile  area,  no  other  search  and  rescue  teams  have  been  scheduled  to 
go  into  the  area.  Your  son  was  originally  carried  as  missing  in  action  until  a  review 
could  be  made  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  surrounding  the  incident.  After  a 
thorough  review,  it  was  determined  that  there  were  no  survivors.  Based  on  this, 
your  son's  status  was  changed  to  killed  in  action  on  22  February  1973. 

The  severity  of  the  crash,  the  total  destruction  of  the  aircraft,  the  intense  fire, 
and  many  other  factors  were  considered  before  we  regretfully  reached  this  decision. 
Also  of  importance  was  the  fact  that  no  emergency  radio  beepers  were  ever  heard 
from  any  member  of  the  crew,  and  no  parachutes  were  seen. 

When  the  current  intense  hostility  in  the  area  subsides,  hopefully  other  teams 
will  be  sent  in.  Please  be  assured  that  you  will  be  notified  immediately  of  any  new 
findings.  If  I  may  be  of  further  assistance,  or  if  you  feel  that  there  is  some  point  you 
would  like  to  have  explained  in  more  detail,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me. 
Sincerely, 


Headquarters,  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center, 

APO  San  Francisco,  June  28,  1973. 

[Memorandum  for  Record] 

Reference:  (a)  Enclosure  2  Target  Folder  #4044;  (b)  Enclosure  3  Target  Folder 
#4044;  (c)  Enclosure  14  Target  Folder  #4044 

1.  During  the  month  of  June  1973  the  Site  Development  Branch  was  involved  in 
preparing  target  folders  for  Laos  crash  sites. 

2.  A  review  of  target  folder  #4044  provided  the  names  of  three  members  of  the 
Rescue  and  Recovery  Mission  012  of  9  February  1973  who  were  still  located  at  NKP. 
These  men  were  contacted  and  separately  interviewed /debriefed  for  details  of  that 
mission.  This  memorandum  provides  the  results  of  those  debriefs. 

3.  The  name,  duty  position  on  the  mission,  and  organization  of  the  three  men  are: 
a.  Major  Robert  D.  Furman,  093263711  USAF  Pilot  of  Jolly  Green  60  on  9  Feb  73. 
40th  Air  Rescue  and  Recovery  Squadron;  Phone  3929  Operations,  b.  SSgt  Robert  B. 
Johnson,  266929966  USAF  Pararescue-man  (PJ)  for  Jolly  Green  60  on  9  Feb  73.  40th 
Air  Rescue  and  Recovery  Squadron;  Phone  3929  Operations,  c.  Sgt  Melvin  A.  Baum- 
gardner,  233861075  USAF  Photographer  for  Jolly  Green  60  and  door  gunner  on  9 
Feb  73.  Detachment  12  601st  Photo  Squadron;  Phone  2911. 

4.  Reference  (a)  and  (b)  were  used  during  the  debrief  of  each  of  the  three  men  and 
are  marked  with  the  information  that  they  provided  to  assist  JCRC  in  any  further 
recovery  efforts  for  Baron  52.  Reference  (c)  is  the  after-action  report  of  Mission  012 
obtained  from  the  40th  Air  Rescue  and  Recovery  Squadron.  Paragraph  5  of  this 
memorandum  is  a  synopsis  of  Mission  012  9  Feb  73.  Paragraph  6  discusses  the  de- 
tails of  Jolly  Green  60's  mission  objective.  Paragraph  7  relates  the  information 
given  on  the  local  natives  and  their  activity  during  the  9  Feb  73  operation.  Para- 
graph 8  deals  with  the  terrain  and  it's  effect  on  the  operation  of  9  Feb  73.  Para- 
graph 9  furnishes  information  about  the  aircraft  wreckage.  Paragraph  10  contains 
the  details  about  the  search  and  recovery  of  the  remains  of  Baron  52  crewmembers. 
Paragraph  11  gives  some  conclusions  reached  by  the  debriefer  pertaining  to  Crash 
Site  #4044. 

5.  Synopsis.  Jolly  Green  60  inserted  a  search  and  rescue  team  of  four  men  into 
Crash  Site  #4044  on  9  February  1973  for  approximately  one  hour.  The  upper  torso 
of  Lt.  BERNHARDT  was  recovered,  and  the  remains  of  three  or  four  other  members 
of  the  crew  were  seen  in  the  wreckage.  The  search  and  rescue  party  heard  and  saw 
people  moving  in  the  bamboo  thicket  bordering  the  crash  site.  The  search  and 
rescue  team  requested  to  be  extracted  and  the  men  were  lifted  out  of  the  crash  site 
by  Jolly  Green  60  and  Jolly  Green  71.  The  helicopter  and  search  party  did  not  en- 
counter any  hostile  fire  or  action  during  the  mission. 
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6.  Mission  Objective.  On  9  February  1973  Jolly  Green  60  was  designed  as  the  air- 
craft to  insert  the  search  and  rescue  team  into  the  crash  site  at  YC  143291.  The 
mission  of  the  search  and  rescue  team  was  stated  differently  during  the  debrief 
from  what  is  given  in  enclosure  14.  The  primary  mission  was  to  search  for  and 
rescue  any  "living"  survivors,  insure  that  the  classified  electronics  equipment  on 
board  Baron  52  was  destroyed,  and  recover  any  remains  of  the  crew.  A  radio  man 
was  a  member  of  the  search  and  rescue  team  to  inspect  the  electronics  equipment. 
He  determined  from  his  inspection  that  the  equipment  was  destroyed  and  of  no 
value. 

7.  Local  Population.  Jolly  Green  Mission  012  did  not  receive  any  hostile  fire/ 
action  in  the  area  of  the  crash  site.  The  crash  site  was  not  bobby  trapped.  This  is 
significant  in  that  the  search  and  rescue  team  found  fresh  trails  leading  into  the 
crash  site  and  that  people  were  seen  in  the  area.  These  people  attempted  to  stay 
hidden  from  the  aircraft  flying  protection  for  the  SAR's  aircraft.  At  YC  141304  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  fork  of  the  stream  several  huts  were  seen.  They  appeared  to  have 
been  recently  built  and  were  not  camouflaged  but  located  in  the  open.  In  addition 
there  were  numerous  trails  in  the  area.  The  bank  of  the  stream  appeared  to  be  the 
main  route  in  the  area  with  smaller  trails  leading  off  into  the  hillsides.  The  search 
and  rescue  team  heard  and  then  saw  a  person(s)  moving  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
crash  site.  They  did  not  receive  any  hostile  action  from  these  people  nor  did  they 
direct  any  to  them.  The  team  decided  it  was  time  to  be  extracted  and  requested 
Jolly  Green  60  to  pick  them  up.  Jolly  Green  60  and  Jolly  Green  71  extracted  the 
team  without  any  difficulty.  All  three  men  interviewed  were  asked  if  they  thought 
the  people  in  the  area  were  soldiers  or  natives.  No  one  was  sure  one  way  or  the 
other  but  suggested  that  the  reason  they  did  not  receive  any  hostile  fire  was  due  to 
the  air  coverage  flying  protection. 

8.  Terrain.  As  depicted  on  the  map  a  ridge  line  runs  in  a  north-south  direction 
leading  to  the  crash  site.  This  ridge  line  was  used  as  a  key  terrain  feature  for  the 
helicopter  to  navigate  in  and  out  of  the  area.  Another  key  terrain  feature  in  the 
area  is  the  stream  that  parallels  the  hill  where  the  site  is  located.  In  February  1973 
this  stream  was  9-10  feet  wide  and  the  depth  was  unknown.  From  Enclosure  3  page 
3  and  4,  interpretation  of  the  aerial  photographs  and  the  opinion  of  the  men  de- 
briefed this  stream  could  be  as  wide  as  30-40  feet  in  the  monsoon  season  (August  is 
the  month  of  the  most  precipitation).  The  crash  site  is  located  on  the  eastern  slope  ' 
of  a  bamboo  covered  hill  at  YC  143291. 

The  slope  of  the  hill  is  gradual  and  it  did  not  present  any  problems  to  the  ground 
team  or  to  the  pilot  of  Jolly  Green  60.  Except  for  the  density  of  the  bamboo  the 
pararescue-man  stated  that  he  experienced  no  difficulty  moving  on  the  ground.  The 
height  of  the  bamboo  ranges  from  8  feet  to  120  feet.  The  pilot  stated  that  the 
bamboo  caused  him  some  trouble  when  the  ground  team  was  lowered  by  jungle  pen- 
atrator.  The  problem  was  overcome  very  quickly  and  did  not  cause  any  delay.  A 
ravine  borders  the  edge  of  the  airplane  wreckage.  The  pararescue-man  described  the 
ravine  as  a  gradual  sloping  one  that  men  could  navigate  through  without  having  to 
use  climbing  equipment.  He  also  did  not  see  any  large  rock  or  boulders  that  would 
present  an  obstacle  to  a  searching  party. 

9.  Airplane  Wreckage.  The  aircraft  appeared  to  have  crashed  nearly  vertically  and 
upside  down.  Both  wings  were  sheared  off  and  the  fuselage  was  completely  gutted 
by  flames.  The  only  portion  left  intact  was  the  tail.  The  pararescue-men  had  con- 
templated tying  a  sling  around  the  fuseage  and  having  Jolly  Green  60  lift  the 
wreckage  up  for  a  look  inside  the  fuselage  but  they  decided  that  the  structure  was 
too  weak  from  the  fire  and  would  not  stand  the  strain.  After  inspecting  the  wreck- 
age the  radio  technician  decided  the  classified  material  was  destroyed  in  the  crash 
and  fire.  I  asked  SSgt  Johnson  if  he  thought  the  wreckage  could  be  lifted  up  with 
jacks  and  what  type  of  equipment/tools  would  be  needed  to  cut  through  the  wreck- 
age. He  could  not  offer  an  opinion  to  the  feasibility  of  using  a  jack  nor  did  he  feel  he 
could  make  any  suggestions  to  the  type  of  tools/equipment.  He  did  say  that  man- 
power alone  would  not  do  it  but  wasn  t  familiar  with  tools  to  offer  any  suggestion. 
The  photographer  acting  as  door  gunner  recalled  seeing  what  he  thought  might  be 
parts  of  wreckage  uphill  from  the  main  crash  site.  At  the  time  of  the  debrief  he 
could  not  recall  how  far  up  the  hill  or  in  what  direction  from  the  main  site.  He  did 
say  it  was  above  the  bamboo  thicket  that  had  been  burned  out.  The  pararescue-man 
believed  that  there  might  be  wreckage  located  in  the  ravine  bordering  the  crash 
site.  The  size  of  the  ground  team  and  the  time  on  the  ground  prevented  them  from 
checking  out  the  ravine. 

10.  Recovery  of  Partial  Remains.  There  was  no  prearranged  plan  for  searching  the 
crash  site.  Three  men  would  search  and  the  fourth  would  act  as  perimeter  security. 
They  would  rotate  the  man  standing  security  duty  to  give  the  search  party  members 
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a  rest.  The  men  just  fanned  out  over  the  area  looking  for  wreckage  and  remains. 
Enclosure  3,  page  4  shows  the  approximate  area  searched  by  the  search  and  rescue 
team.  The  smell  of  burned  flesh  was  very  strong.  The  men  on  the  helicopter  could 
smell  it  even  with  the  down-draft  from  the  blades.  The  pararescuemen  and  the 
radio  technician  found  the  remains  of  3  or  4  persons  inside  the  airplane  wreckage. 
The  bodies  were  pinned  under  the  wreckage  preventing  their  removal  from  the  fuse- 
lage. No  remains  where  found  outside  the  fuselage.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  crew 
of  Baron  52  were  preparing  to  bail  out  when  the  plane  crashed.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  pararesuce  man  that  all  the  crew  died  in  the  crash  and  fire. 

The  remains  of  Lt.  Robert  E.  Bernhardt,  co-pilot  of  Baron  52,  were  also  found 
pinned  under  wreckage.  When  attempting  to  pull  the  body  out  of  the  fuselage  the 
pararescue  men  tore  the  body  apart.  Only  the  upper  torso  and  head  were  recovered. 
Enclosure  3,  page  3  and  4  show  where  the  remains  of  Lt.  Bernhart  was  found.  When 
asked  about  enclosure  3,  page  14  the  men  interviewed  stated  that  it  is  not  the  re- 
mains of  a  hand  of  the  airplane  but  the  hand  of  one  of  the  search  and  rescue  team 
moving  under  the  helicopter.  Enclosure  1,  page  2  is  a  diagram  where  the  members 
of  Baron  52  would  be  located  during  flight  operations.  The  pararescue  man  noted 
that  they  did  not  recover  Lt.  Bernhart's  pistol,  vest,  or  parachute.  He  offered  the 
opinion  that  the  "gooners"  might  have  taken  the  deceased  man's  survival  gear. 

11.  Conclusions.  Crash  site  4044  is  a  lucrative  target  for  the  JCRC.  It  appears  that 
the  crew  died  in  the  crash  and  fire.  The  remains  of  at  least  four  men  were  located 
inside  the  aircraft  wreckage  and  the  partial  remains  of  Lt.  Bernhart  should  be 
found  still  pinned  under  the  metal  wreckage.  The  pararescue  man  pointed  out  the 
four  remains  were  the  only  ones  they  could  see  from  outside  the  fuselage.  They  did 
not  get  into  the  fuselage.  The  probability  that  the  other  members  of  the  crew  are 
located  under  the  wreckage  also.  The  local  people  in  the  area  do  not  appear  to  be 
hostile.  Even  with  the  heavy  air  protection  the  helicopters  and  the  men  on  the 
ground  would  be  too  tempting  a  target  to  have  let  them  go  without  even  sniper  fire. 
The  wreckage  appeared  to  have  been  visited  but  yet  it  was  not  booby  trapped.  If  the 
enemy  forces  are  operating  in  the  area  they  would  have  at  least  set  booby  traps  for 
anyone  going  into  the  crash  site.  If  the  area  is  over  grown  by  vegetation  the  people 
in  the  area  should  be  able  to  provide  guides  into  the  crash  site.  Aerial  photography 
of  the  huts  have  been  requested  for  the  anthropologist  to  analyze.  They  might  be 
able  to  come  up  with  the  specific  type  of  tribe  in  the  area. 

Joseph  F.  Conge, 
SSgt  USMC,  Site  Development  Branch. 

Department  of  the  Air  Force, 
Headquarters  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing  (PACAF), 

APO  San  Francisco,  April  7,  1973. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Cressman, 
St.  Petersburg,  FL. 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman:  Since  my  letter  of  9  March  1973, 1  have  personally 
discussed  at  great  length  the  search  and  rescue  effort  associated  with  the  loss  of 
your  son's  aircraft.  These  discussions  were  held  with  the  commander  of  the  wing 
whose  unit  visited  the  crash  site.  I  am  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever,  after  our 
discussion,  that  the  decision  to  change  Peter's  status  was  valid.  I  hope  that  the  in- 
formation which  follows  will  allay  any  doubts  or  fears  that  the  decision  was  prema- 
ture or  without  adequate  basis. 

First  of  all,  let  me  review  the  communication  capability  of  the  aircraft.  Because  of 
the  distance  from  the  nearest  radar  facility,  the  aircraft  was  not  being  tracked  by 
radar.  However,  as  indicated  in  my  first  letter  to  you  the  crew  was  making  routine 
half  hourly  radio  contact  and  also  reporting  unusual  occurrences.  They  were  also 
maintaining  radio  contact  with  another  aircraft  flying  in  the  general  area.  The  last 
radio  contact  was  at  1:30  AM  local,  when  they  made  routine  contact.  Members  of 
the  crew  had  ready  and  immediate  access  to  various  types  of  communications  equip- 
ment located  within  the  aircraft.  Ultra  High  Frequency  (UHF),  Very  High  Frequen- 
cy (VHF),  and  High  Frequency  (HF)  radio  equipment  was  in  operating  condition  at 
the  time  of  departure  from  Ubon  Airfield  and  was  in  use  during  the  flight.  In  addi- 
tion, each  member  aboard  the  aircraft  carried  survival  radios  pre-set  to  operate  on 
emergency  frequency  in  the  event  of  an  unexpected  situation.  All  that  was  required 
was  that  they  be  switched  on.  The  intensive  training  of  all  flying  personnel  maJkes  it 
improbable  that  at  least  one  of  the  crew  members  would  not  have  instinctively 
transmitted  on  one  of  the  many  pieces  of  communication  equipment  available,  in 
case  of  an  emergency,  unless  they  were  all  immediately  and  completely  incapacitat- 
ed. Further,  the  aircraft  communication  equipment  could  operate  off  the  aircraft 
batteries  in  an  emergency  regardless  of  the  condition  or  operation  of  the  engines. 
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Another  consideration  that  had  a  bearing  on  this  decision  is  the  normal  operating 
procedures  followed  during  flights  of  this  nature.  The  internal  design  of  the  aircraft, 
coupled  with  the  bulky  equipment  on  board,  causes  most  crews  to  fly  without  wear- 
ing their  survival  equipment  while  in  flight.  Such  equipment  is  cumbersome,  un- 
comfortable when  worn  for  extended  periods  of  time,  and,  at  times,  interferes  with 
their  duties.  The  crews  are  trained  to  be  able  to  put  on  the  equipment  and  get  ready 
to  leave  the  aircraft  in  approximately  two  minutes.  Further,  Peter's  flight  was  oper- 
ating in  the  early  morning  hours  at  an  altitude  that  would  necessitate  the  exit  door 
being  closed  and  locked  in  view  of  the  cold  temperature.  Therefore  in  case  of  an 
emergency  it  would  also  take  time  to  unlock  and  open  the  door.  These  things  can  be 
done  quickly  if  the  airplane  is  flying  straight  and  level,  however,  if  it  is  in  a  spin  or 
dive,  movement  within  the  aircraft  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

Since  no  communication  contact  with  the  aircraft  or  any  of  the  crew  was  made 
after  1:30  AM,  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the  cause  of  the  mishap  must  have 
been  of  a  catastrophic  nature.  It  was  probably  a  direct  hit  from  antiaircraft  fire 
which  immediately  started  a  fire  in  the  aircraft  thus  precluding  the  initiation  of 
emergency  procedures.  Assuming  this  to  be  the  case,  the  crew  would  not  have  had 
time  to  retrieve  survival  equipment,  don  it,  and  exit  the  aircraft  safely.  To  further 
document  the  basis  of  this  decision,  the  fact  that  the  aircraft  had  approximately  five 
hours  of  fuel  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  crash,  must  be  considered.  Since  the  crew 
had  transmitted  a  report  that  ground  fire  was  observed  five  minutes  prior  to  the 
last  contact,  and  the  loss  of  the  aircraft  appears  to  be  instantaneous,  it  can  be  logi- 
cally assumed  that  the  aircraft  was  hit  by  ground  fire  and  erupted  into  intense  fire 
as  a  result  of  the  remaining  fuel  supply. 

The  team  which  visited  the  crash  site  had  to  operate  quickly  since  it  was  in  an 
extremely  hostile  area  and  was  subject  to  attack  from  ground  fire  at  any  time.  The 
extended  distance  from  a  friendly  base  also  reduced  the  allowable  time  at  the  crash 
site,  due  to  the  limited  fuel  supply  available  for  the  return  trip.  Evidence  was  exam- 
ined as  quickly  as  possible  and  team  members  were  thoroughly  debriefed  and  inter- 
rogated upon  their  return.  The  pararescue  team  did  discover  three  and  possibly  four 
bodies  or  the  remains  thereof,  (only  one  of  which  could  be  positively  identified)  but 
time  did  not  permit  a  thorough  search  of  the  aircraft  or  the  crash  site  for  additional 
remains.  Photographs  of  the  site  indicate  that  the  aircraft,  in  all  probability,  initial- 
ly impacted  in  one  area  and  then  continued  its  trajectory,  finally  landing  in  an  in- 
verted position.  The  wreckage  was  strewn  from  the  impact  point  to  the  final  resting 
area,  which  also  prohibited  the  rescue  team  from  conducting  a  more  intensive  inves- 
tigation. 

One  of  the  points  made  in  a  letter  I  received  from  a  next  of  kin  was  the  treatment 
of  the  information  concerning  the  crash  by  the  news  media.  Premature  release  of 
information  to  the  media  concerning  incidents  of  this  nature  could  possibly  endan- 
ger any  existing  survivors  and  those  involved  in  their  rescue  or  investigation  of  the 
crash  site.  Once  the  information  does  become  public  knowledge,  the  treatment  of 
releasable  information  by  the  radio,  TV  and  press  is  beyond  our  control.  As  in  this 
case,  such  treatment  can  become  misleading,  causing  undue  anguish  and  grief  to  the 
next  of  kin.  Admittedly,  the  mission  of  your  son's  aircraft  was  classified,  which 
tends  to  spur  interest  in  a  "spy  plane"  incident.  Another  point  made  was  that  the 
lack  of  radio  beeper  contact  could  not  be  construed  as  evidence  that  there  were  no 
survivors,  since  to  establish  contact  could  be  risky  and  unwarranted  in  such  a  hos- 
tile environment.  There  is  a  certain  degree  of  validity  to  that  argument  but  it  is 
also  subject  to  considerable  doubt.  Operation  of  the  radio  beeper  is  accomplished  by 
merely  activating  a  switch  on  the  radio.  It  does  not  require  the  downed  crewman  to 
talk  or  make  any  other  movement  or  noise.  Since  the  beeper  does  not  give  away  the 
crewman's  location  except  to  aircraft  flying  overhead,  our  crews  are  trained  to  es- 
tablish beeper  contact  even  in  hostile  environments.  Although  the  lack  of  contact  is 
not  overwhelming  evidence  of  death,  it,  taken  into  consideration  with  all  other  evi- 
dence, did  have  a  bearing  on  the  change  of  status. 

In  my  desire  to  provide  all  available  information,  I  want  to  add  some  other  items 
of  information.  The  aircraft  commander  was  a  seasoned  veteran  serving  his  second 
Southeast  Asia  tour.  The  mission  was  not  a  special  flight — it  was  a  routine  flight,  of 
a  type  flown  day  and  night,  without  benefit  of  escort  aircraft. 

These  flights  are  not  escorted  by  fighter  aircraft  because  of  the  difference  in  speed 
of  the  aircraft  and  also  because  the  presence  of  fighters  might  attract  undue  atten- 
tion. The  next  point  concerns  the  search  and  rescue  effort.  This  effort  was  started 
immediately  after  it  became  apparent  the  aircraft  was  in  difficulty.  Another  aircraft 
flying  in  the  area  started  listening  for  emergency  radio  signals,  but  none  were  ever 
heard.  Since  there  was  no  contact  and  the  exact  crash  site  could  not  be  precisely 
located,  the  search  aircraft  had  to  wait  for  daylight  and  hope  for  visual  sighting. 
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Let  me  summarize  by  stating  that  we  did  employ  a  certain  amount  of  conjecture 
in  trying  to  visualize  the  events  as  they  took  place.  However,  we  made  logical  as- 
sumptions based  on  all  the  available  facts  and  information.  You  may  be  assured 
that  every  facet  of  each  piece  of  information  was  considered  prior  to  arriving  at  the 
difficult  decision  to  change  Peter's  status  to  killed  in  action.  Conclusive  evidence  of 
death  is  not  required  for  a  commander  to  arrive  at  such  a  decision.  Existing  evi- 
dence did  warrant  this  decision,  which  is  one  of  the  most  agonizing  and  difficult 
tasks  a  commander  must  face. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  natural  instinct  to  refuse  acceptance  of  the  death  of  a 
loved  one  without  physical  evidence.  It  is  my  sincerest  hope  that  I  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  alleviating  your  doubts  and,  to  some  degree,  in  making  the  loss  of  your 
son  a  little  easier  to  bear.  As  a  final  matter  of  information,  the  other  crew  members 
on  the  aircraft  were  Captain  George  R.  Spitz,  Aircraft  Commander;  First  Lieutenant 
Robert  E.  Bernhardt,  Co-Pilot;  Second  Lieutenant  Severo  J.  Primm  III,  Co-Pilot; 
Captain  Arthur  R.  Bollinger,  Navigator,  Sergeant  Dale  Brandenburg,  Crew  Member; 
Sergeant  Joseph  A.  Matejov,  Crew  Member;  and  Staff  Sergeant  Todd  M.  Melton, 
Crew  Member. 

In  the  event  you  desire  to  communicate  with  their  next  of  kin,  please  forward  a 
request  for  names  and  addresses  to  the  Air  Force  Military  Personnel  Center,  Attn: 
DPMSC,  Randolph  AFB,  TX  78148.  This  is  required  to  protect  the  rights  and  priva- 
cy of  the  involved  families.  I  again  extend  to  you  my  deepest  sympathy,  and  ask 
that  you  contact  me  if  there  are  any  other  questions  left  unanswered. 
Sincerely, 

F.A.  Humphreys, 
Colonel,  USAF,  Commander. 

Department  of  the  Air  Force, 
Washington,  DC,  March  23,  1972. 

Office  of  the  Secretary. 

Dear  Mr.  Widnall:  On  behalf  of  the  Director,  Legislative  Liaison,  this  is  in  reply 
to  your  inquiry  of  March  5  concerning  Sergeant  Peter  R.  Cressman  who  was  report- 
ed killed  in  action.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Cressman,  contacted  you  in 
this  regard. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman  were  personally  notified  by  an  Air  Force  officer  on  Febru- 
ary 5  that  their  son  was  reported  missing  in  action  in  Laos.  Search  progress  reports 
were  provided  to  them  on  February  8  and  10.  On  February  13,  they  were  informed 
that  human  remains  found  in  the  area  where  their  son's  aircraft  crashed  were  iden- 
tified as  one  of  the  crew  members  and  his  family  had  been  notified  of  his  death.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cressman  were  advised  that  they  would  be  kept  informed  of  any  informa- 
tion received  concerning  the  incident  involving  their  son.  An  Air  Force  officer  per- 
sonally notified  them  on  February  22  that  Sergeant  Cressman  was  declared  killed  in 
action  on  February  5  as  the  result  of  injuries  sustained  in  the  aircraft  incident  pre- 
viously reported  to  them.  The  information  made  available  to  his  commander  by 
members  of  the  search  team  conclusively  established  that  their  son  could  not  have 
survived  the  incident.  They  were  provided  the  telephone  number  of  the  Air  Force 
Casualty  Division  in  the  event  they  had  questions,  but  they  have  not  contacted  that 
office  since  they  were  notified  of  their  son's  death. 

The  oversea  commander  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman  on  March  9  pro- 
viding them  with  all  known  facts  surrounding  the  death  of  their  son.  A  copy  of  that 
letter  is  attached  for  your  information. 

Please  assure  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman  that  if  there  had  been  any  doubt  that  their 
son  could  have  survived,  they  would  not  have  been  notified  of  his  death.  In  the 
event  there  is  any  forthcoming  information  concerning  his  remains,  they  will  be 
contacted  by  the  appropriate  Air  Force  official. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cressman  in  the  loss 
they  have  sustained  and  want  to  thank  you  for  your  interest. 
Sincerely, 

H.J.  Andersen, 
Colonel,  USAF,  Congressional  Inquiry  Division. 
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Department  of  the  Air  Force, 
Headquarters  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing  (PACAF), 

APO  San  Francisco,  February  IS,  1973. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  A.  Matejov, 
East  Meadow,  NY. 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matejov:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  inform  you  that  the  search 
for  your  son,  Sergeant  Joseph  A.  Matejov,  has  been  terminated.  I  wish  to  express 
my  personal  sympathy  and  the  concern  of  our  entire  wing. 

The  serial  and  ground  search  has  been  conducted  continuously  since  the  time  of 
the  crash  and  has  now  been  terminated.  After  locating  the  crash  site,  a  helicopter 
was  dispatched  to  the  scene  and  a  rescue  team  was  lowered  to  examine  the  wreck- 
age. The  aircraft  was  almost  totally  destroyed.  The  team  reported  finding  human 
remains  that  have  been  positively  identified  as  belonging  to  another  crew  member. 
After  careful  consideration  I  feel  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  one  or  more  crew 
members  could  have  parachuted  to  safety,  therefore  your  son  will  continue  to  be 
carried  in  a  missing  status  until  a  final  determination  can  be  made. 

Please  be  assured  that  if  any  new  information  concerning  your  son's  status  is  re- 
ceived, you  will  be  notified  immediately.  A  detailed  report  is  being  prepared  at  this 
time.  You  will  be  advised  of  its  contents  by  the  Casualty  Division,  Air  Force  Mili- 
tary Personnel  Center,  Randolph  Air  Force  Base,  Texas,  upon  completion  of  the 
report. 

The  adjustment  to  a  loss  such  as  yours  cannot  be  made  without  great  difficulty, 
but  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  expression  of  concern,  which  comes  from  every 
member  of  this  wing,  will  in  some  small  measure  help  to  ease  the  anguish  you  feel. 
I  will  always  consider  it  a  privilege  to  provide  any  assistance  I  can  for  you. 
Sincerely, 

F.A.  Humphreys, 
Colonel,  USAF,  Commander. 
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CASUALTY  DOCUMENTATION  RECORD 

OA.-"                                                                           ■  " 

BJECT                                                                                                  .  ^ 

K'VTEJOV,  JOSEPH  a;    SGT.  •  (MIA) 

nuE 

MR.  MATEJOV  (FATHER) 

HCLATIONSHII* 

CUSSION 

1830/20  Feb:    Sgt.  Thrower  received  call  from  Mr.  Matejov,  father  of  subject,  \iefi 
asked  to  speak  to  the  "officer  on  duty".    He  was  concerned  about  a  sentence  in  the  y 
search  teradnation  letter  he  had  received.    The  sentence  "...that  one  or  more  crew-^ 
oiembers  may  have  parachuted  to  safety..."  indicates  that  possibly  not  all  seven 
ejected.    He  questioned  this  since  the  remains  recovered  were  identified  as  only 
one  crew  member  and,  if  so,  all  seven  must  have  gotten  out.    I  explained  to  him 
that  this  was  hot  necessarily  true  since  the  severity  of  the  crash,  possible 
explosion  upon  impact,  or  a  bad  fire  could  have  made  recovery  of  other  remains 
impossible.    Mr.  Matejov  did  not  want  to  accept  this  and  asked  that  I  request  the 
conmander  to  elaborate  on  the  above  quoted  statement.    I  told  him  we  would  request 
m  elaboration.    He  also  said  he  had  not  heard  from  a  summary  court  officer  on  his 
son's  personal  effects.    Also,  he  had  not  heard  from  finance  on  the  disposition  of 
lis  son's  pay.    I  told  hira  I  would  also  atteapt  to  get  some  action  started  on  these 
things.    He  then  apologized  for  calling  us  so  often  and  asking  so  many  questions.  I 
told  him  this  vjas  no  problem  and  I  fully  understood  his  concern  and  anxiety.  He 
thanked  us  for  all  our  help. 

3700/21  Feb:    A  message  was  prepared  to  request  clarification  of  the  search 
tercination  letter.    However.  Col.  Gratch  and  CWO  Scott  decided  that  another  message 
covering  more  questions  and  recommendations  would  be  more  appropriate.    This  message 
'^as  prepared  and  dispatched  at  approx.  1200  hrs. 

i'      ?1  Feb:    Got  in  touch  with  Mr.  Courtney  (AF  Mortuary)  to  explain  Mr.  Matejov's 
3.>wja.v>ion^<— >jAsked  him  to  call  the  hJatejovs  and  explain  summary  court  officer 
He  said  he  would. 

'vICKARITjC  MOLIKE,  Capt.  USAF 
■xizy  Officer 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTER  *  ^^'^  ^'^'^^ 

UAISON  OFFICE  , 

AMERICAN  EMBASSY  1  Q   7  ^  *  * 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96346 


Reference:  M81-019 

FROM:    JCRC-LNB  20  August  1981 

SUBJ:    Refugee  Report,  Caucasian  Prisoners  Sighted  Near  Son  La 

TO:    Commander,  JCRC 

Barbers  Point,  HI  96862  ( 

K  _  I.  ^         ^       .  )  was  Interviewed 

at  ?Q  ,  on  12  August  81.    He  stated  that  he  was  sent  north 

for  re-education  In  1976,  ending  up  at  Son  La  In  June  of  that  year.  _  One  day 
In  August  1976  he  was  on  a  work  detail  cutting  bamboo  In  the  forest  at 
approximate  location  UJ  8065.  said  he  saw  what  appeared  to  be  six  Cau- 

casians In  prison  clothes  about  200  meters  from  where  he  was  standing.  They 
also  appeared  to  be  cutting  bamboo.  said  he  had  a  fairly  good  view  of 

them  for  4  or  S  minutes,  and  said  they  looked  thin  and  weak  but  none  appeared 
to  have  been  Injured.    He  estimated  their  ages  to  be  AO  or  older.    >  could 
provide  no  further  description  or  detail  because  of  the  distance  and  the  fact 
that  they  were  In  a  bamboo  forest.    The  camp  where  *  So-    /as  held  was  five 
kilometers  from  where  this  sighting  took  place  but  did  not  see  any 

Caucasians  at  the  camp  (camp  location  approx  UJ  8060).    With       _  it  the  time 
of  this  sighting  were  a  former  ARVN  major  named  "Bang"  (now  deceased)  and  two 
others  whose  names  he  could  not  recall.    The  camp  leader  was  Nguyen  Van  Sue 
who  doubled  as  re-education  officer.    On  one  occasion  Sue  bragged  to  the  re- 
educatees  that  a  number  of  Americans  were  still  In  Vietnam  having  chosen  not 
to  return  to  their  country.     ^    did  not  associate  this  comment  with  the 
Caucasians  he  saw,  however,  because  the  Caucasians  were  under  armed  guard  by 
at  least  one  Cong  An  at  the  time  he  saw  them. 


Lt  Col,  USAF 

JCRC  Liaison  Officer 
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WASHINGTON,  O.C.  20301 
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DIA  EVALUATION  OF  U.S.  PW/MIA  INFORMATION  PROVIDED 
BY  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  5o 

9  reported  that  in  August  1976,  while  on  a  wood-cutting  detail  at  a  r 
reeducation  camp  at  Son  La,  he  saw  what  appeared  to  be  six  Caucasians  cutting 
bamboo  at  a  location  approximately  200  meters  away.    During  the  four  to  five 
minute  period  he  observed  them,  the  Caucasians  were  watched  by  one  public 
security  guard.    Other  than  reporting  that  the  men  wore  prison  clothes,  Mr.  Sc:^ 
said  the  distance  and  dense  nature  of  the  bamboo  forest  precluded  his  providing 
detailed  descriptions.    He  also  stated  that  on  another  occasion  the  camp  leader 
bragged  to  the  inmates  that  a  number  of  Americans  were  still  in  Vietnam,  having 
chosen  not  to  return  to  their  country.  _  .1  aimed  that  he  did  not  associate 

his  sighting  of  the  six  Caucasians  with  the  Americans  mentioned  by  the  camp 
leader. 

Scores  of  former  inmates  of  the  camp  system  administered  by  Doan  776,  which 
included  the  camp  sites  at  Son  La  (AKA  Lien  Trai  II),  have  reported  that  the  only 
American  present  at  the  camp  system  was  former  j^/o^'VT^c  who 

was  a  low  level  camp  cadre  at  Lien  Trai  (camp  group)  I. 

It  is  likely  that  the  camp  leader's  comments  were  prompted  by  his  knowledge  of  the* 
presence  of  Mr.  j/Jn^    it  Yen  Bai ,  which  was  part  of  the  Doan  776  Camp  Group. 
Mr.  claim  to  have  seen  six  Caucasians  at  Son  La  is  a  fabrication,  which  may 

be  based  in  part  upon  his  knowledge  of  hearsay  reports  of  Mr.  Vt'>K  *^   jr  on  the 
camp  leader's  braggadocio. 

A  copy  of  this  report  and  evaluation  will  be  maintained  in  the  DIA  data  base  for 
future  reference.  * 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CI 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS061«5  2781638 
ROUTINE 

R  O51638Z  OCT  81 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  OC//OI-7C// 

TO      USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  C1NCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

BT 


SUBJ:    REFUGEE  REPORT  -  '  Sc. 
REF:      JCRC-LNB         "S^  20  AUG  81. 

1.  REF  PROVIDED  DETAILS  OF   INTERVIEW  OF  ^Q.  WHO 
STATED  THAT  IN  AUGUST  I976  HE  SAW  SIX  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  ON  A  WORK 
DETAIL  NEAR  SON  LA  PRISON  CAMP. 

2.  .  .    REQUEST  YOU  ATTEMPT  TO  RE  INTERVIEW  >         AND  OBTAIN  ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS  CONCERNING  HIS  SIGHTING.     HAVE  .RAW  A  MAP  SHOWING  THE 
EXACT  LOCATION  OF  THE  SIGHTING.     HAVE  HIM  ALSO  DRAW  A  MAP  OF  THE  CAMP 
AT  SON  LA  AND  DESCRIBE  THE  NUMBER  AND  T?PES  OF   INMATES  HELD  THERE. 

IS  IT  POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  CAUCASIANS  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  DETAINED  IN  HIS  CAMP 
WITHOUT  HIS  KNOWLEDGE?     IF  NOT.   CAN  -5'<Z  PROVIDE  LOCATIONS  AND  NAMES 
OF  ANY  OTHER  PRISON  FACILITIES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  SON  LA  CAMP? 
HAVE  ROVIDE  BIOGRAPHIC  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  HIS  FAMILY, 

EDUCATION,  MILITARY  SERVICE.  WORK  EXPERIENCE,   ETC.    WHY  WAS  HE  IN 
REEDUCATION  AT  SON  LA  AND  PROVIDE  DATES  OF  HIS  INCARCERATION  THERE. 
DID  HE  BRING  HIS  FAMILY  OUT  OF  VIETNAM?     HAVE    3C.  PROVIDE  DETAILS 
OF  ClPfliMSTANCES  SURROUNDING  HIS  ESCAPE  FROM  VIETNAM. 

3.  PROVIDE  RESULTS  OF   INTERVIEW  DIRECTLY  TO  DI-7C. 
REVW  2  OCT  87  REAS  3 

BT 


10  72 


a 


ACTION  DI-'7C  (1)    DIA(l)  (0.6, F) 

INFC      DR(1)   D0(1)    CS(1)  NMIC(l) 


MCN=8l278/01926      TOR=8l278/l638Z      TAD=i8l278/l808Z  CDSN=nil923 

PAGE  1  OF  )  , 
051b38Z  OCT  1 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF   STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTUZYUW  RUMTBKAIlG?  308O858 
ROUTINE 

R  OUO857Z  NOV  81 

FM  USDAO  BANGKOK 

TO      DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 

INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

BT 

UNCLAS  BANGKOK  511^7 

CITE:     UNCLASSIFIED  321*2  NOV  8I. 

SUBJ:     REFUGEE  REPORT  -  -S<:. 

REF:     A.     JCRC-LNB  LETTER  REPORT      SC.O  DATED  20  AUG  8I. 
B.     DIA/DI-7C  MSG.  DTG  O51638Z  OCT  8I. 

1.  REF  B  REQUESTED  RE  INTERVIEW  OF  SUBJECT  REFUGEE  TO 
OBTAIN  ELABORATION  OF    INFO  PROVIDED  BY  REF  A. 

2.  "S.C  DEPARTED  MALAYSIA  FOR  THE  U.S.  ON 
18  SEPT  81.     FORWARDING  ADDRESS   lS:i^/0  INTERNATIONAL 

Bl 


ACTION  DI-7C  (1)  (U.6.7.F) 
INFO       CJCS:  (1)    CJCS(3)    SJCS(l)    J3{5)   NIDS(l)  J3:NMCC(1) 

J'4(l()    J5(2)    SECDEF:(1)    SECDEF(7)    USDP(15)  ASD:PA(1) 
Dl-2(1)    Dl-5(1)    NMlCd)   RSS(l)   RSS-3B(1)  SWS(l) 
AT(1)    AT-X(l)    DIDO)    DE(1)    DB-2(1)    DB-2C(1)  DB-i^Ad) 
DIA  (1) 


MCN  =  81308/01321      T0R  =  8l308/O9OOZ      TAD  =  8l308/090i*Z  CDSn=mia657 
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/072. 


OEPARTriENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

KTTUZYUW  RUEHKLAliGOO  30802li5 
ROUTINE 

R  OI4OIUOZ  NOV  81 

fn  USOFFICE  REF  KUALA  LUMPUR 

TO      USDAO  BANGKOK  ' 

INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  DIA  WASHDC 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

BT 

UNCLAS  REF  KUALA  LUMPUR  1.000 

FOR  JCRC 

E. 0.12065:  N/A 
TAGS:  SREF 

SUBJ:   FORWARDING  ADDRESS  FOR  DEPARTED  REFUGEES 
REF:     BANGKOK  S^k^b 

\.     FORWARDING  ADDRESSES  REQUESTED   IN  REFTEL  ARE: 

(A)    _j55-  SS)  .  ..  DEPARTED  FOR  U.S. 

18  SEP  1981  r  cf)  / 

COMMONWEALTK 


ST., 


BY  0' 
ON  2 


12  ^^^'^^ 


ACTION  (U.8) 
INFO      CJCS:(1)   Cj:£(3)   SJCSd)   ^3(5)  NIDS(l) 

J3:NMCC(1)    Ji(.i-)    Jr.(2)    SECDEF:(1)    SEC0EF(7)  USD»(15; 

A^D:PA(li    C"-2C.)    Dl-^d)    CI-7C(0   NMIC(1)  RSS(l) 

swsd:-  k7-).:\)  Lion)  L-:(i)  os-i^Ad)  de-5(i)  dia(i) 


".Cf.-^t  ■•3?S/C:i7i£      TOP.=?UO£/Oi4C9Z      TAD=8l30e./OL35Z      CDSN  =  '':I  t352 

:-:\t,'jz  :.:v  S; 
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DEPARTMENT  OF   DEFENSE  1  Q  7  2"" 


JOINT  CHIEFS  OF   STAFF   MESSAGE  CENTER 
RTTUZYUW  RUMTSKAOi^GS  306  1  1  30 
ROUTINE 

R  021 129Z  NOV  81 
FK  USDAO  BANGKOK 


TO       USOFFICE  REF   KUALA  LUMPUR 


INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC/ZDI-JC// 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 
USDAO  KUALA  LUMPUR 

BT 

<s 

3ANGK0K  50^465 

\ 

CITE  3238  NOV  81  .  ^ 

SUBJ:     FORWARDING  ADDRESSES  FOR  DEPARTED  REFUGEES 

1.     THE  FOLLOWING  REFUGEES  DEPARTED  MALAYSIA  BEFORE  WE 
WERE   ABLE  TO  ACCOMPLISH  A  FOLLOW-UP   INTERVIEW.     REQUEST  YOU 

PLEASE  CHECK  THEIR  F  1 1  F     Aun   it   oncc.o.r  r,   

WARDING  ^ 

-  A.       S<1-  SJ>  ,1,714. 

-  B.  /l/>a'*i«-2» 

(AVE 


2.      WL   Mcju  HMij  M  KHIUIHMFNT  TD    INTFRVIEW  A  MAN  NAMED 
•    y^A^S:,  .    jURING  OUR  LAST  TRIP, 

BUT  WE  WERE   UNABLE   TO  LOCATE  HIM.     P  (C^rf*^  .AD  NO  RECORD  OF 
SUCH  A  PERSON.     ONLY  BIO  DATA  PROVIDED  BY  DIA  WAS  YEAR  OF 
BIRTH,    I9I47.     CAN  YOU  SHED  ANY  LIGHT  ON  THIS  PERSON?     HE  IS 
SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN   INTERVIEWED  PREVIOUSLY   IN  MALAYSIA  BUT 
WE  DO  NOT  KNOW  BY  WHOM. 


3.     WE  ARE   ALSO  ON  THE   LOOKOUT   FOR  FORMER  ARVN  COLONEL 

/VA/v\g,  DOES  HE  APPEAR  ON  YOUR  REFUGEE  LIST? 

SORRY,  NO  BIO  DATA  ON  HIM. 

A.     FYI.   NEXT  JCRC    INTERVIEW  TRIP   IS  TENTATIVELY  PLANNED 
FOR  LATE  NOVEMBER-EARLY  DECEMBER  TIME  PERIOD.     WILL  SEND 
PROPOSED    ITINERARY   SOON.     MANY  THANKS. 
BT 


ACTION  (U.6.8.F) 
INFO       CJCS:  (1)    CJCS(3)    SJCS(l)    J3(5)  NIDS(l) 

J3:NMCC(1)    Jl(  (i*)    J5(2)    SEC0£F:(1)    SECDEF(7)  USDP(15) 
ASD:PA(1)    01-2(1)    01-5(1)    DI-7C(1)    NMIC(l)  RSS(l) 
RSS-3B(1)    SWS(l)    AT(1)    AT-X(l)    DIO(l)    DtO)  DB-2(1) 
DB-2C(1)    DB-mA(D  DIA(1) 


MCN=8l  3O6./O  1  m       T0R  =  8  1300/11292       T.AD=8l30fe/l  UdZ  CCSn=MIA1<70 
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lli:i'0-<T  Ol*  LONG  DISTANT  CAI^S 

NU!-.n):r<  c/.:.li:d  :  PA.  /  K 

Include  Area  Code 

PERSON'/FACILITY  CALLED:   

;Onmr> 


LOCATION" : 

City  and  State  ' 
PJ-RSON  PLACING  CALL: 


Name 

NUXniiR  CALLliO' FROM: 


^  rive  Nvimbcr  Extcnr/.-.o; 

//  "^jl — 

DATJ-   OF  CALL:         '2  6     O^U^  ^ 


NUXIJER  OF  KIWUTES  TALKED:   

Accepting  collect  'long  distance  calls 
finf'.  out  the  nuir.ber  from  which  the 
pcr:;on  is  calling  from. 


Plc.TGC  return  these  call  "reports 
to  ;-'.r.  a^c^ 
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10  72-- 


U-4370/Dn-?  /     AflM-    ./50501/12  Jul  83/paf 
Dear    ^  C_ 

My  office  is  responsible  for  collecting  information  on  approximately  2,500 
unaccounted  for  Americans  in  Southeast  Asia. 

We  have  been  informed  that  during  your  stay  at  the  'SP  tjee  camp 

in  Malaysia  in  1981,  you  provided  information  which  is  of  patricular  interest 
to  us. 

I  would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  speak  with  you  further  on  this  matter,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  additional  details,  and  ask  that  you  call  my  office 
collect  at  (202)  D/^A  :  weekdays  between  8:30  a.m.  and  5:00  p.m. 

and  ask  for  Mrs.  '      A- ^  If  you  prefer  to  speak  Vietnamese,  please  ask 

for  j^VrJ 

^ank  you  for  your  assistance  in  this  humanitarian  matter.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  soon. 

Sincerely, 


Coord  Cv 
DC-2  Stayback  Cy 
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<.'«.'tj   II"    2  >    :  9V>'V:  . 
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MKA  16 

UN  I  KY  LOCArtD  23 
CNTKY  HtPOKIED  10 
l  YPt:  :i:lOhl  lN'o  46 
1ST  SIGHTING  42 
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JO  -<T  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  v.£NTi;j  1  7  Z  jfQy 
NAS  BARBERS  POINT.  HAWAII  96862  ^  ^ 


5  November  193l 


From:    BKK  LH  NCO-JCRC 
To:  CDR-JCRC 

SubJ:    Possible  American  Ftfs  in  Son  La  Province,  VM 


Source: 

a.  Name: 

b.  IX)B:  ^0 

c.  POB:  00  ■  ),  Sadec  (P),  VM 

d.  Former  Position:    LTC-Engineer  Officer 

e.  Present  location:  . 

f.  Identifying  Number:  ^0 
■  g.  Date  of  Information:  1977 

b.  Map  Used:    Vietnam,  Series  L701U,  Sheet  5952  III 


Information: 


i^iy  a  50  year  old  male  Vietnamese  refugee  and  former  ARVN  LTC 

and  Engineer  Officer,  provided  hearsay  information  concerning  the  alleged 
sighting  of  American  PWs  in  Son  La  Province,  Vietnam  during  1977-  S>0 
cooperated  freely,  was  in  good  health, and  mentally  alert  during  the  interview. 

stated  that  he  graduated  from  the  National  Military  Academy  at  Dalat,  VM 
in  1955.    In  1957   5C  ^ent  to  the  U.S.  to  attend  the  engineer  officers  course 
at  Fort  Belvoir,  Virginia.  went  to  the  U.S.  in  I96O  and  completed  the 

Fort  Belvoir  Construction  Management  and  Equipment  Repair  Course.    In  1970 

retxirned  to  Fort  Belvoir  for  the  Engineer  Officer  Advanced  Course  and 
an  automatic  Data  Processing  Cotirse  taught  by  a  professor  from  Georgetown 
University. 

In  early  May  1975         went  to  register  at  91  Tran  Hoang  Quan  Street  in  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City  (HCM  City)  (formerly  Saigon).    On  15  May  1975    SO  went  to  register 
for  reeducation  at  Don  Bosco  School  in  Go  Vap  in  Gia  Dinh  Province, 
remained  in  Go  Vap  for  one  night  auid  then  was  transferred  by  Molotova  truck 
to  the  Lozig  Giao  Camp  in  Long  Khanh  Province.    The  camp  was  actually  located 
at  the  former  Regimental  Headquarters  of  the  U8th  Regiment  of  the  l8th  ARVN 
Division.    4  o  was  sure  of  the  camp  location  because  he  had  supervised  the 
paving  of  highway  22  near  the  camp  in  1957  prior  to  going  to  the  U.S.  for 
training.    Long  Giao  Camp  held  approximately  10,000  former  ARVN  military 
personnel.    Inmates  were  divided  into  barracks  areas  according  to  rank. 
Approximately  7OO-80O  officers  in  the  grade  of  Colonel,  17CO-I8OO  LTC, 
and  approximately  7500  officers  and  enlisted  men  with  the  graide  of  major  or 
below  were  housed  in  buildings  which  had  formerly  been  used  as  enlisted 
barracks  of  the  ARVN.    The  letter  box  number  (LBN)  of  the  camp  was  L-I9. 

group  in  the  camp  (LTC  group)  was  called  T-D2  (T-Trai;  D-Battalion; 
2-Second).    While  in  the  camp   st^  observed  the  arrival  of  a  communist 


60-642  -  93  -  12 
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5  November  I98I 

delegation  headed  by  Colonel  Vo  Dong  Giang  (currently  deputy  foreign  minister) 

vbo  vas  a  delegate  to  the  Two  Party  Joint  Military  Commission.    Vo  Dong 

Giang  arrived  at  Long  Giao  to  speak  with  former  ARVN  Colonel  Duong  Hieu 

Nghia  who  vas  the  Chief  of.  the  RVN  Delegation  to  the  Four  Party  Joint 

Military  Team  (POW/MHi-affairs) .    In  early  November  1975  all  officers  in 

the  grade  of  0-6  and  0-5  were  moved  to  Tan  Hiep  Prison  in  Bien  Hoa  City. 

The  camp  was  called  Suoi  Mau  |by  the  local  residents.    The  prison  was 

formerly  used  to  detain  conununlst  prisoners  captured  by-  RVNAF  and  allied  / 

forces.  was  certain  of  the  status  of  the  prison  because  he  constructed'^ 

it  in  1965.    One  of  the  communist  prisoners  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 

prison  after  the  communist  takeover. in  1975.    While  in  the  Tan  Hiep  Prison  - 

c,tobsez^ed  tvo  fellow  inmates  who  were  executed  after  an  unsuccessful 
escape  attenpt.    One  of  the  inmates  was  Major  Be,  a  former  member  of  the 
Military  Security  Service.     In  June  1976    ^  was  taken  by  panel  truck  to 
Newport  Harbor  in  HCM  City  and  loaded  on  the  Ship  Song  Huong  for  transport 
to  North  Vietnam.    The  ship  carried  approximately  1500-2000  prisoners.  The 
ship  docked  at  Hai  Phong  Harbor  about  30  June  1976."     $(_^  boarded  a  train  at 
Hai  Phong  and  proceeded  to  Yen  Bai.    After  arriving  at  Yen  Bai  Station,  S'C. 
crossed  the  Red  River  on  the  Au  Lau  Ferry.  then  boarded  a  Molotova 

truck  and  was  transported  to  Camp  1  of  Joint  Camp  2  at  Son^La.    The  LBN 
of  the  camp  vas  HTUimT  (Hop  Thu  Ul  Nong  Truong).    In  December  1976  5c 
vas  transferred  to  Camp  2  of  Joint  Camp  2.    The  LBN  for  Camp  2  was  HTU2NT. 
The  area  around  the  camp  vas  called  Ba  Khe  (possible  coordinates  VJ  6879) 
and  vas  located  in  Van  Chan  pistrict  of  Hoang  Lien  Son  Province.    The  camp 
vas  near  a  big  tea  processing  plant  called  Tran  Phu.     In  October  1977  SC' 
vas  transferred  to  camp  ^  of  Joint  Camp  2,  LBN  HTUUNT.    Camp  U  was  located 
approximately  15  Ka  fron  Camp  2.       "^walked  from  Camp  2  to  Camp  U  on  a  red 
dirt  road  vhich  vas  veiry  narrow  in  some  sections  and  contained  foot  bridges 
therefore  prohibiting  vehicular  traffic  between  the  camps.    In  December 
1977  'as  moved  by  Molotova  truck  back  to  Yen  Bai.    Seven  military  officers, 

including  who  were  specialists  in  engineering,  maintenance,  pharmacy, 

or  medical  doctors,  were  in  that  group.      9C^was  placed  in  Camp  7  (LBN  7NT) 
vhich  belonged  to  Group  776  vhich  vas  a  divisional  sized  unit.    Camp  7  vas 
a  detention  camp  for  Vietnamese  PWs  vho  had  been  captured  prior  to  1975. 
While  in  the  camp  5c  oriefly  observed  former  ARVN  Colonel  Tho,  an  Airborne 
Brigade  Commander  vho  was  captured  in  Laos  during  operation  Lam  Son  719 
during  1971.      So  .-emained  in  Camp  near  Yen  Bai  for  10  days  and  then 
participated  in  a  ceremony  with  U2  other  prisoners  who  were  being  released. 
The  group  consisted  of  engineers,  maintenance  officers,  phamsiacists  and 
doctors.  speculated  that  the  communist  government  was  experiencing 

a  critical  shortage  of  skilled  personnel  which  resulted  in  the  release. 

St/ooarded  a  train  at  Yen  Bai  in  January  1978  and  went  to  Hanoi  along  with 
the  other  Ul  members  of  the  group.    The  group  accompanied  by  two  cadre  from 
Group  776.    After  arriving  in  Hanoi,  2)^   md  his  group  changed  trains  and 
proceeded  to  HCM  City.    After  arriving  in  HCM  City  S^'^^s  told  to  return 
home  and  report  the  following  morning  to  niomber  6  Dong  Dat  Street  near  the 
Gralle  Hospital.    After  reporting  the  following  morning  the  cadre  who 
accompanied  the  group  produced  release  documents  issued  by  Group  776  for 
each  releasee  (see  attached  copy).    Each  release  document  was  endorsed  by  the 
HCM  City  Security  Section.      6c  '  document  indicated  that  he  was  being  released 
on  probation  and  would  remain  under  the  periodic  supervision  of  HCM  Security. 
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resided  at    /.    After  ret\irning  home 

for  approximately  one  month  the  seciirity  police  arrived  at  his  heme  and 

recommended  that  he  move  from  the  city  to  his  childhood  home  in  Sadec 

Province  and  become  a  rice  fanner.  told  them  that  he  would  go  soon, 

not  giving  any  specific  departure  date.    Approximately  one  month  later 

security  police  returned  to    9C   ^ome  and  asked  him  vhy  he  had  not  departed 

HCM  City.    During  the  one  month  interval  *^  had  been  able  to  sell  some  of 

his  furniture  and  vhen  the  secvirity  police  returned  he  invited  them  in  for 

food  and  beer  vhich  they  consumed  vith  gusto.    The  security  police  continued 

to  return  for  a  monthly  visit  and  each  time         plied  them  vith  beer  and 

food  .and  treated  them  in  a  cordial  manner.    The  security  police  ^topped  . 

pressuring  Sc^  co  move  from  Saigon.  was  able  to  find  a  middleman  in 

Saigon  vho  could  arrange  escapes  from  Vietnam.    Nieghbors  told  5C  hat  the 

man  could  be  trusted  because  they  had  relatives  vho  had  escaped  vith  the  man's 

help.     ^^p&Ld  the  main  three  taels  of  gold  (one  for  himself  sind  one  for  e£u:h 

of  his  tvo  sons  vho  accompanied  him  during  the  escape).    The  m2Ln  told  5^  *o 

report  to  Ca  Mau  City  on  12  April  I98I  vhere  5C  vaited  until  22  April  I98I 

vhen  the  boat  vas  ready  to  depart  Vietnam.    "  SL-ieparted  by  boat  at  midnight 

on  23  April  I98I.    The  folloving  morning         s  boat  vas  stopped  by  five 

boats  of  Thai  Pirates  vho  vere  armed.    The  Thai  Pirates  took  all  females 

from    5^     x>at  vho  vere  13  to  25  years  of  eige  and  began  to  rape  them.  The 

pirates  ]said  that  they  would  shoot  all  of  the  children  if  anyone  interf erred. 

The  girls  vho  refused  to  submit  vere  beaten  vith  sticks  across  their  legs  xintil 

their  legs  became  ntmib  to  the  point  that  they  could  no  longer  control  then. 

After  being  raped  1^  pirates  from  the  first  boat  all  the  girls  vere  passed  in 

succession  to  the  other  four  boats.    The  girls  vere  raped  repeatedly  for 

three  days  in  succession.    On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  the  West  German 

ship     i^ftvvft   c  appeared  and  the  pirates  fled  the  area  after  dumping  all  the  girls 

from     *^   group  plus  tvo  more  young  girls  that  the  pirates  had  kidnapped 

tvo  veeks -prior  and  vho  vere  nearly  dead-  .  - group  vas  transported  to 

the       Mft*^      on  board  the  a''- 

During  /ears  of  confinement  at  Long  Giao,  Tan  Hiep,  Yen  Bai  Camp  7, 

Camp  1  Son  La,  Camp  2  Ba  Khe,  and  Camp  k  Hoang  Lien  Son,    5c lid  not  ever 
observe  any  Americans.    During  1977  vhile  vorking  in  the  rice  fields  Bear 
Ba  Khe  Market  Mam  talked  with  villagers  passing  by  vho  claimed  that  they 
had  observed  a  group  of  American  PWs  (did  not  say  hov  many)  vho  vere  being 
moved  from  Yen  Bai  to  Son  La  Province.    The  villagers  stated  that  tvo  of 
the  American's  had  Vietnamese  wives.  |    5C asked  the  villagers  how  covild 
American  PWs  have  Vietnamese  wives  and  the  villagers  speculated  that  the  two 
men  had  decided  to  join  the  communists.    The  villagers  gave  no  f\irther  details 
concerning  the  Americans. 

Source  had  in  his  possession  an  I.D.  tag  with  RVN  serial  number   •  and 
three  diplomas  from  the  U.S.  Army  Engineer  School,  Fort  Belvoir,  Virginia  (see 
attached  copy).    Source  stated  that  he  had  been  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for 
Valor  by  the  U.S.  Government  in  1968  but  that  he  had  burned  the  citation  prior 
to  reeducation. 
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COHMBtSI 


Copy  of  releaM  docu— nt  srorided       source  indicates  that  the  docuaent  vas 
issued      the  MLnistry  of -the  Interior  of  the  SRV  (Bo  loi  Yu)  after 
reeeiYiag  a  farorahLe  release  reco—eaaation  froA  Group  776  of  the  Ministrx 
of  Defense.    The  directiTe  authorizing  the  release  from  reeducation  vas  ' 
spparently  a  Joint  directire  of  the  Joint  Ministrj  (Lien  Bo)  of  the  ' 
Interior  and  Defense.  \ 


Saclbsures 


K9G,  USA 

BOC  U  HCO-JCRC 
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12^42  -3 

3  December  1981 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  RECORD 
SUBJECT:     US  POW/MIAs  in  Vietnam 

On  29  November  1981,  I  received  a  phone  call  from  Bob  Miller 
.  who  identified  himself  as  a  former  Atlanta 
businessman,  now  associated  with  a  project  entitled  "Spirit  of 
America  Renewed."    Miller  indicated  that  a  mutual  frie^  had  '"^ 
suggested  that  he  call  me  concerning  information  he  held  about 
POW/MIAs  in  Vietnam.     The  attached  materials  were  received  from 
Miller  on  2  Dec.     I  have  not  evaluated  any  of  the  data  provided. 
The  attached  written  materials  conform  with  what  I  was  told  in 
all  respects. 

WILLIAM  M.   STOKES,  III 


OFFICE  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN 

THE  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF 

WASMMGION.  O.C.  MMI 
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SPIRIT  OF  AMERICA  RENEWED,  IMC. 
P.  0.  BOX  88606 
ATLAlfTA,  GEQKIA  30356-8606 

Nove«ber  30,1961  _ 

Colonel  William  M.  Stokes,  111 

ChaisBan  Staff  Group 

Office  of  the  Chaii»an,  J.C.S. 

Pentagon 

Wah±BgitP»PJ).C.  20301 

Dear  Colonel  Stokes:  ^ 

This  will  follow  up  our  telephone  conversation  of  yesterday.  Enclosed 
are  the  other  aaterials  which  I  mentioned. 

BackgBDund:         i'C  and  his  wife,         S  <^  with  their 

family,  left  Saigon  at  the  fall  in  the  spring  of  1975.    I  have  known 
them  almost  from  the  time  they  arrived  to  take  up  residence  in  Atlanta. 
I  have  found  them  to  be  good,  industrious  people  very  deserving  and 
worthy  of  all  friendship  and  assistance.    I  feel  deeply  that  I  and  all 
Amerii:ans  owe  them  and  all  their  displaced  countrymen  a  great  debt  for 
the  pussilanimity  and  betrayal  of  Lyndon  Jo)fnson,  Robert  HcMamara,  et 
al  in  the  Vietnam  debacle  (not  to  mention  what  we  owe  all  the  'men  of 
our  armed  servides  for  what  wais  done  to  them) .  " 

Colonel  S*)  is  the  brother  of        ^      above.    Because  of 

my  abiding  interest  in  possible  American  P.O.W's  still  alive  in  Viet- 
nam, I  had  asked  in  April  of  this  year  whether  it  might  be  possi- 
ble that  her  brother  might  be  able  to  dig  up  any  information  re  this 
subject.    Three  weeks  aigo  approxiDately/,  when  I  was  in  Houston  on 
business,  I  received  a  call  from^'c  indicating  that  he  had  some  infor-*  ' 
mation  re  the  subject    matter  we  were  discussing  back  in- April.  We 
arranged  to  meet  when  I  returned  to  Atlanta,  ajvi  the  following  is  a 
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synopsis  of  my  conversation  with  the  S  <■    last  evening  in  their  home. 
They  had  received  a  letter  by  roundabout  method  I  take  it  from    J  <^ 
brother  the  first  of  November  in  answer  to  their  request  for  infor- 
mation^for  me. 

1.  In  1978,       -J'S  .  was  interned  in  Son  La  province(at  the 
Chinese/North  Vietnamese  border).    He  indicates  that  there  were 
^0  American  P.O.W.'s  kept  by  the  Communists  in  this  camp  area  at 
thi*  time.    They  didn't  have  enotigh  food  eind  they  were  in  very 
bad  physical  condition.    The  American  leader  of  this  group  of 
American  P.O.W.'s  was  a  man  referred  to  as'Mr.  Colonel" 

SS        does  not  know  whether    ^J/t/*i£  <*as  in  fact  a  colonel^        "  ' 
whether  this  was  just  a  vernacular  manner  in  which  the  Vietnaunese 
referred  to  him).    "Colonel"  second  in  command  among  the 

P.O.W.'s  was  a  master  sergeant     ^j^^nn^     who    J  J         says  is 
1  meter  80  tall.    After  the  Chinese  invasion,  this  group  of 
P.O.W.'s  wee    transferred  to  the  Delta  region  and  put  in  a  prison 
such  as  Hoa-Hvtng  prison  in  Saigon. 

2.  In  1979.  a  special  high  ranking  American  was  transferred  from 
Quapg-Ninh  province  (N.E.  Vietnam  again  nesu:  the  Chinese  border) 
to  Th£mh  Hoa  provinvince  (central  Vietnam).    Don't  have  a  naune  for 
this  individual. 

was  released  from  "reeducation"  cajnp  on  1-9-81.  He* 
indicated  in  his  esurly  November,  8I,  letter  that  "recently"  (we  don't 
know  whether  he's  saying  that  this  means  latter  '80  or  ezirly  Jan.,  '81), 
the  iiives  of  Vietnamese  prisoness  being  reeducated  in  camp  who  visited 
their  husbands  when  the  authorities  allowed  them  to  visit  indicated 
that  there  was  a  group  of  200  Americans  in  Thanh  Hoa  province  who  the 
Communists  said  were  there  voluntarily,  some  of  whom  were  married 
to  Vietnamese  women  and  had  learned  to  speaJc  Vietnamese .    SS  is 
notsure  that  they're  there  voluntarily,  but  he  is  apparently  sure 
that  they  were  there. 

says  that,  when    he  came  to  Son  La  in  1978,  he  saw 
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Aiierican  writings  on  the  walls  of  the  caap.    Writings  on  the  wall 
indicated  that  some  Aaericans  had  Hied  in  the  caap. 
indicated  in  his  letter  that  dead  Aaerican  graves  (toiibs)  were 
referred  to  by  the  people  in  the  area  as  Aaerican  graves.  In- 
dicated that  he  cannot  be  sxire  these  were  military  or  civilian  ~ 
P.O.W.'s  and  when  they  were  there. 

-^-^  indicated  his  willingness  to  be  helpful  in  any  way 

he  could.    I  talked  to  the    -^C  at  length  re  what  the  iaplications 
of  this  Meant.    They  indicated  that  they  wanted  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  they  are  extre«ely_  interested  in  getting  their 
brother/brother-in-law  out  of  Vietnaui  along  with  his  family  but^ 
that  id.  absolutely    no_TOy_is_pr  j*ould  be  this  hinged  to  their 
and  desire  aind  willingness  to  "help  in  the  comon 

cause". 

I  am  impressed  with  the    S  C  and  3  sincerity  in 

wanting  to  be  helpful.    I  am  most  interested  in  this  matter,  and 
after  the  proper  check  is  made  on  the  bona  fides  of  those  involved, 
I  will  appreciate  hearing,  from  you  with  whatever  you  axe  free  to 
teU  me. 

I  appreciate  the  time  and  attention  you  gave  me  on  this  matter 
yesterday  on  the  telephone,  Colonel.    I  look  forward  to  meetiug  you 
when  I  get  to  Washington  next  time.    Thanks  very  much  for  your  « 
help. 
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PERSONAL  DATA 

Name:  _S^C 
Address:  J(  D 

Date  ft  Place  of  birth:  -^^ 
Marital  Status:  ^0 

I.     Military  Service  within  ARVN  before  1975:  '  / 

-  Last  rank  (before  1975)  ^ 

-  Serial  No  / 

/ 

10.1.1954;    2nd  Lieutenant  -  . 

(Comnander:    Capt.  Do  Kien  Nhleu) 

1955-1959:     Lieutenant  -  _ 

(Division  Commanders:  Lt.  Col.  Hoang.  Van  .Lac,vJ  j- . 
Col.  Nguy«n  Vinh  &  Lt.  Coi.  Do  Ngoc  Nhan)^j/^' 

1960-  1961:    Lieutenant-  | 

(Chief  of  Bureau:     Col.  Nguyen  Van  Phupc)  y 

1961-  1973:    Promotions  from  Lieutenant  to  Lt.  Colonels        •  • 

-  "  sh  ""'  •'' 

■     :  ■      ■  -  \    '  J 

-(Commander  Directors  of  JOC:  Coil.  Nguyen  Vj.' 
Due  Thang  &  Col.  Cao  Hao  Honi  'Srig.  Generalj. 
Tran  Thanh  Phong  &  Brig.  Generalj  Ngo  Dzu)  . 

1973-April  1975;    Lt.  Colonel.        Sj>  /  | 

(Commander  Directox;    Maj.  General 
Nguyen -Bao  Tri  and  Major  General  Phah  Trong 
Chinh).  ^  ' 
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II.     Military  Training; 

In  USA;    1959-1960;  Lieutenant 


In  Okinawa  (Japan)  1960;  (After  training  in  USA)  was  ient  . 

to  Allied  Combat  Intelligence  Officer  Training  .f 
•Program..  •  ' 

(Name  of  Comnander;  forgotten). 

In  Singapore;    Attended  the  Far  East  Land  forces  Combat:  ^-f 
Intelligent  Training  Program  (sponsored  by  US  Army) 
(CoiiBn2mder  was  an  English  Major) .  I 

Note;    The  above  Military  Schools  still  certainly  hAve    '  j 
records  &  pictures).  -4;. 

III.    Status  after  April  30,  1975  •  iji^  ' 

June  13,  1975;  Arrested  by  Vietnameise  Communii't^Governme^, 
sentenced  to  3  years  in  Re-E'dubation  Camp,  j  . 
and  guilty  of  having  been  a  "ARVN  Lt.  Colone 
Instructor  at  the  Schodl  of  Chipf  of  Staffs. 

January  9,  1981;    Date  of  actual  released  from  Canq?.  -  (af te;r.. 

6  years  -  See  enclosed  Certificate  of  l£;L/. 
Release).  -^t:-, 


Attached; 


Copy  of  Order  No  1159/QP  dated  Diec.  24,  1954  by  then' 
President  Ngo  Dinh  Diem  promoiu.ng  ROC  . 


-  Copy  of  Certificate  of  Release  from  Communist  Camp 

-  Copy  of  the  Appointment  Notice  to  come  to  the  Security 
Office  District  3  Saigon  on  11/11/81  to  receive  the  ODR^J 
documents.  i    .       •        .      ■  . 

-  Copy  of  the  application  for  Family  ^tmif icatioxl.  (ODP)  la-f ; 
case        D/9T4  _     ;  •  ^      \  \      ■  -i^: 

■•*     i  i    :•  -V-|' 

-  Copy  of  his  Certificate  of  Marriage.-  -  j 

6  Copy  of  Birth  Certificate  of  his  family  (Married  with  j. 
4  children) .  j 
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November  17;  1981 


Dear  Sir: 

I  am  Mrs.        A/»>»Hf  residing  at  b/trr* 
  and  iforking  as       OnTn- _ 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  brother  who  was~"a 
Lt.  Colonel  in  the  ARVN  before  1975.    He  advispd        ^hai;  Hp 
has  applied  to  leave  Vietnam  within  the  DDI*  in  September  1981 

Tna  is  waitlhg  ror  tne.  approval  of  botn  American  and  Vietnhmese 

'Lommunist  Ciovemments.  '■ 

Below  are  some  information  relating  to  my  brother: 

His  name  S  C 
  J/> 

Date  &  place  of  birth:  £> 

He  had  been  in  the  ARVN  for  20  years  (October  1954  to.  , 
May  1975)  serving  mostly  in  the  Military  Intelligence  Service. 

He  had  been  trained  in  said  field  in  the  USA,  Okinawa,  '■ 
Singapore  under  various  programs  sponsored  by  the  US  Army.  / 

/.  • 

-  Prom  1961  to  1973: 

/  ; 

-  From  1973  -  1975:  Si> 

/  :^ 
After  the  collapse  of  Saigon  he  was  sent  to/a  camp  for 
almost  6  years.    He  was  rele&sed  in  January  of  lihis  year  .'for 
extreme  poor  health  reason.  ./ 


He  is  how  living  in  Saigon  with  his  fauniiy  (wife  &  4 
children)  but  is  not  entitled  to  have  food  ration. 


He  deems  that  his  life  is  constantly  in  danger  with;  a,, 
possible  re-arrest  at  any  time  by  the  Communist  view  his  / 
previous  activities  in  the  military  intelligence  servic^^'  /  ^,  ^ 


■y-\ 


.'I 
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Z  am  attaching  a  sumnary  of  his  Personal  Data  and 
photo  copies  of  his  family  civil  status  papers  (Certificates 
of  birth,  marriage  etc  ...) 

I  shall  greatly  appreciate  your  valuaQsle  help  in 
considering  my  brother's  case  so  that  he  and  his  family 
can  leave  Vietnam  to  join  ny  family  in  Atlanta  very  soon. 

Thank  you  «  gratefull^  yours. 
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November  24 


|l981 


The  Commanding  General 
Fort  Benning  , 
Coltimbus,  Georgia  31905 


Dear  Sir 


/y1ii£.  .  residing  at  r/? 

and  working  as  ^/tTf^ 


a  Lieutenant  Col.  in  the  Army  of  -t^ie  Republic  of  Vietnam  before 
1975.     He  had  served  the  ARVN  for  20  years,  mostly  in  the  Military 
Intelligence  Service. 

His  name  and  last  Grade  was  Lieutenant  Col.  SC. 
Serial  No.  0/»;-/f 

He  had  been  trained  in  said  field  in  the  USA,  Okinawa,  and  ' 
Singapore  under  various  programs  sponsored  by  the  US  Army. 

After  the.  collapse  of  Saiaon  he  was  arrested  by  the  Communist 
and  sent  to  a  camp  for  almost  6  years.-  He  was  released  last — 
January  for  extreme  poor  health  reason,-  and  is  now  living  ia^_ 
Saigon, Vietnam  with  his  wife  emd  4  children.     He  deems  that.li^ 
life  is  constantly  in  danger  with  a  possible  re-arrest  at  any  time '[ 
by  the  communist.    Therefore,  he  has  applied  to  leave  Vietnam, 
within  the  United  Nations  sponsored  Orderly  Depai^iire  Program^ 


s  c 


As  it  is  very  dangerous  for  him  to  keep  and  mail  the  :  j 

documents  of  his  previous  functions  to  support  his 'application, 
I  shall  be  very  grateful  if  you  could  help  in  locating  and 
providing  me  with  any  report,  certificates,  pictures 'in  connection: 
with  my  brother  while  he  was  at  the  mentioned  training  at  Fort-i 
Benning  in  1959-1960.  ;  1  ' 

Your  valuable  prompt  action  to  the  above  shall  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank  you  6  -respectfully  yours,   .. 
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CONFERENCE 


p/llGFlATlON  AND  REFUGEE  bERVICES   -CAseiJG.  

(for  usee  u: 


1 1312  MASSACMUSrrrS  AVENUE.  N.W.  •  WASHINOTON.  D.  C  2000} 
T<ll»:24a3a]AT7N  MRS 


"My  iiajw  is  : 
I  reside  at: 


APPLICATIW  FOR  FAMILY  REUNIFICATION  {Relatives  ih  Viet-NamJ 


I  was  bom  on: 


I  arrived  in  the  United  States  o;\/in:  _J.u^ 
My  Alien  Regist:-atvon  nu-nber  is:.      j  />T'^ 


(country 
from:       camp.l  L 


My  Naturalization  Certificate  nunijer  is:  

^^y  status  is:  rj  Parolee     /t7  Permanent  Resident   /    /    U.S.  Citizen 

I  am  maVdnj;  this  application  to  request  that  the  follbwing  relatives  still  in 
Vict  Nam  be  authorizejl  to  come  to  the  United  States :  I  : 


m-e, 


miE  AND  PL'\CE  OF  BIRTH   RELATICNSHIP   ADDRESS  IN  VIETX.Y- 


Jo 


SO 


Si£tcr-ir-l^v 


Mc-forv. 


Date: 


mc,  a  Notary  Public,  on  tliis  day  personally  appeared  fj  /\a^/~ 

to  n«  to  be  the  person  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  torcgoing  instnjment  jffiJ' 
ledped  to  me  that  he/she  executed  the  same  for  the  purposes^  and  consideration"'" 
ii  expressed. 

  joxniy  of  -/-Ifi^ro  ^ 


My  coiriission  expires_ 
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HcouesTen 
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TMANSLATOR'S  INITIALS 

TRANSLATION  NUMBER 

LN  503-82 

DATE  COMPLETED 

f-NCL(SI  TO  1  R  NO. 

LANGUAGE 

Vietnamese 

CEOCRAPNIC  AREA  111  ailUfttl  liam  pUc»  •!  pubUcmllon) 

CNGLISM  TITLE  Of  TRANSLATION 

Vietneunese  Refugee  Letter 

PAGE  NOS.  TRANSLATED  FROM  ORIQ.  DOC. 

Full  . 

FOREIGN  TITLE  OF  TRANSLATION 


AUTHOR  ISI 

FOREIGN  title  of  DOCUMENT   /Complete  anir  it  dilltrati  from  i>rlc  a/ 
iranftmtion} 

Publisher 

DATE  AND  PLACE  OF  publication 

AUG/NOV/DEC  81, 

comments 


DIA  FORM  SSt  («-72) 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VliTTNAM 

Indep-3ndenc3  -  Frv?edom  -  Happiness 

Ministry  of  Interior 
Ham  Ha  Camp 


Certificate  of  Release  From  Camp 
Pursuant  to  Circular  No.  966-BCA/TT,  dated  31  May  1961,  -of 


Uilc     *  il.  11 JLO  L.  ^         LfJL     JLLi  U  w  JL  i.  ^JL  y 

No.  dated 

a  LIU    JlUI^  i.triiiwLi  c  J.         X^(z<i>\raocr    J  LiUKcUlvriii- 

of  the  Ministry  of  Interior,  this 

certificate  of  release  is 

hereby  issued  to  the  belownamed:         -  . 

Full  name  at  birth; 

iferae  commonly  called 

Full  alias: 

Date  of  birth: 

Place  of  birth: 

Registered  permanent 
at  time  of  arrest: 

residence  S-^ 

Convicted  of: 

Date  of  arrest: 

13  June  1975 

Sentence : 

3  years  in  a  re-2ducation 
center 

Pursuant  to  judegment  no.    dated    of  the  Ministr 

of  Interior: 

-  has  had  the  sentence  increased    times,  for  a  totaL-of 

  years  and    months . 

-  has  had  the  sentence  reduced  by    times,  for  a.  total  of" 

  years  and    months . 
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-  is  hereby  returned  to  reside  at  SJ^^ 

having  completed  re-education. 

Affirniing  that  the  crime  was  his  own  fault,  there  have  not 
been  any  manifestations  of  bad  ideological  developments.'  Regular 
labor  workpoints  assigned  by  the  camp  have  been  met.    Has  parti- 
cipated regularly  in  studies,  accepted  listening  for  long  periods 
of  time,  and  read  books  and  newspapers.     There  have  not  been  any 
major  violations  of  regulations. 


Fingerprint  of  right  index 

finger  of    _  ,  9  January  1981 

Register  No.  J  C>   ^  filed  Supervisor  _ 

at  Military  Justice.  (Has  affixed  signature) 

Lt.  Col.  TRAN  MANH  XUYEN 

Full  name  and  signature 
of  the  recipient  of  the 
certificate. 

Signed:  S  C- 
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LN  503-82 

Personal  Data: 

-  .  .St) 
Serial  number:  SD 
Rank:    Lt.  Colonel 

Position:    Prior  to  30  April  1975--  Sd 

Personal  History  Outline: 

-  October  1954: 

Battalion  c omnia nder  at 

the  time  was  Captain  Do  Kien  Nhieu. 

-  From  1955  to  1959:  Ji> 

Division  com- 
manders during  that  time  were  Lt.  Col.  Hoang  Van  Lac,  Captain 
Nguyen  Vinh  and  Lt.  Col.  Do  Ngoc  Nhan. 

-  1960-1961:  SD 

The. Chief  of  G-2  at  the  time  was  Col.  Nguyen 

Van  Phuoc. 

-  1961-1973: 

Directors  weie'Cel.  Nguyen 
Due  Thang  and  Cao  Hao  Hon  and  Brig.  General  Iran  Thanh  Phong, 
Col.  Le  Van  Than,  Brig.  General  Ngo  Dzu,  Col.  Nguyen  Huu  Toan  and 
Col.  Dang  Thien  Ngon. 

-  1973-30  April  1975: 

The  Commandant  was  Lt.  General  Nguyen  Bao  Tri  and  then  Lt.  General 
Phan  Trong  Chinh. 


Training  in  the  United  States: 

-  Around  1959  -  1960,  Sl> 

3 


373 


LN  503-82 

The  commandant 
of  the  school  at  the  time  was  Lt.    General  ...  Freeman. 

  [several  words  unclear]  stopped  in 

Hong  Kong  and  never  [3-4  words  indistinct].    Around  19B0  (after 
returning  from  the  United  States),  as  a  1st  Lieutenant,  a  combat 
intelligence  course  (studied  with  allied  forces) .     I  have  forgotten 
the  name  of  the  course  director. 

-   S_D   (Far  East  Land  Forces) ,  but  it  was 

funded  by  U.S.  military  aid.    As  a  1st  Lieutenant,  a  combat  intel- 
ligence course.    The  class  leader  was  a  British  major  whose  name • 
I've  forgotten.     (At  the  time  there  was  clashing  between  Sarawak 
and  Borneo . )  _       -  ,  .  . 


si> 
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 f/ .-(^.^^.^y  J 


-t^**l_C«^,  ^-^Cj'J^  -  -   -f'^'^.  '.''S  
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^^/^f      ..   1  •_. 


0        /^-T^  -    ^^.r/f  X 
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^  Analyst's  Desk  Memorandum 

DATE:   

SUBJECT  FILE/REFUGEE  NAME;   


This  memorandufn  is  an  informal  record  of  actions.    Examples  of  use  include: 
telephone  requests  to/from  another  agency,  requests  for  imagery,  telecons 
with  a  source.    Once  entered  into  the  computer  data  base  (if  applicable), 
the  memo  will  be  filed  in  the  Identified  case  file. 

The  following  infonnation  must  be  filled  in: 

CASE  NUMBER: 


TYPE  OF  ACTION: 


AGENCY: 


MOTES/COMMENTS:  


ANALYST:  ^^J 


f 
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Analyst's  Desk  Memorandum 

DATE:  _Ll'^[:i^H=_ 


SUBJECT  FILE/REFUGEE  NAME:  .    JC-      &  5 

This  memoranduin  is  an  informal  record  of  actions.    Examples  of  use  include: 
telephone  requests  to/from  another  agency,  requests  for  imagery,  telecons 
with  a  source.    Once  entered  into  the  computer  data  base  (if  applicable), 
the  memo  will  be  filed  in  the  identified  case  file. 

The  following  information  must  be  filled  in: 

CASE  NUMBER:  /J^J 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:   '^lj,Ji>jiJU^\^  Xrfc>/u>^  -  (^^A^^a^.  Jjkf^^rT^ 


AGENCY: 


fit/  HiJ'^i^ 


NOTES/cyiENTS:     (Pai  ^3-  7^>«^.//a.>^/^^ 


D 
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Analyst's  Desk  Memorandum 

DATE: 

SUBJECT  FILE/REFUGEE  NAME:   


This  mernorandum  is  an  informal  record  of  actions.    Examples  of  use  include: 
telephone  requests  to/from  another  agency,  requests  for  imagery,  telecons 
with  a  source.    Once  entered  into  the  computer  data  base  (if  applicable), 
the  memo  will  be  filed  in  the  identified  case  file. 

The  following  information  must  be  filled  in: 

CASE  NUMBER:       /  ^Vj 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:   - 

AGENCY:   [  •     ■  . 

NOTES/COMMENTS:      7  T. 

^:qt;.i^y'T^^>:;       /       ■   ,.  ^  "     ^  _ 


380 


 :  Omc^  6^  Y»b  SEOREtARV  OP  BEPENSb  

(INTERNATIONAL  SECURITY  AFFAIRS) 

EAST  ASIA  AND  PACIFIC  REGION 

ROOM  4C839,  THE  PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON,  D.C,  20301-2400 
OFC;   (703)695-4175     AV  225-4175     FAX;   (703)695-8222     AV  225>8222 


NUMBER  OP  PAGES  (INCLUOINQ  COVER) 


FROM 


OFCmEPHONE 


OFOTCLEPHOiJiE 


ore 


FAX  NUMBER 


REMARKS: 

\Ji^  fffxJi  t\fdr  v}^  ^J^^.  Siu  ptoficial  -fW 
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ANALYST'S  DESK  MEMORANDUM 


CASE  NUMBER:    DATE: 


Subject  File/Refugee  Name:   

Type  Act  ion  r      fH^  CJUjlJc 

5c 

Refs:    a.  Hff£MA 

b. 


NOTES/COMMENTS:  ^L.^  ^e^^^  Ju.    f/./>;./ c^fu-^t  4i^i'L. 


.  J2  >»#r 

sc 

; 

 4l 

PlTM 

UUFt  f  CH/U 

CATEGORY  CHANGE  (if  applicable) 


60-642  -  93  -  13 
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4f /cUx.  G/t&/ei. 


iWL  :  D.J  «  E  3^  ^ 
Mr.  Po£ 


kejLj^  ^  ^  ^orruLTt:^   -eJikiL  .  - 
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05/^7/82  ' 


PAGE  I 


NAME  3 
MCA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10: 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46  : 
LST  SIGHTING     42  : 

27  : 


ACTIONS  51 
CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


UNKNOWN 

US    STATE/CITY  15 


ID  «  2 

CONFI DENTI ALI TY37: 

CORRELATION  32: 
CATEGORY: 


1243 


lA 


POW-HSY  POW-HSY  POW-HSY 
SON  LA         LL     2L2000N  12 


1040000E 


>s-s 


ss 

811231  OCJCS  MEMO  " 
ACTION  REQUIRED 
FOLREQ  ^0  US  SON  LA  TO  DELTA 
820520   ..  i         DATE  OF  INFO  31 


ANALYST  13: 
78 


/9/i/ 


ACT  DATE  38:  7  ADDRESS  25: 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  M 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KM:3): 


0.  0 


S27009 
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05/27/62 

PAGE 


NAME  3 
AKA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46 
1ST  SIGHTING  42 


SUBSOURCES 
ACTIONS  51 


27  : 


CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


3C 


UNKNOUN 

US  STATE/CITY  15 
VN 

POW-HSY 

NVN  LL 


ID  «  2 

CONFl DENTI ALI TY37: 

CORRELATION  32: 
CATEGORY: 


12 


ACTION  REQUIRED 

FOLREQ  L  US  QUANG-NINH  79 

820520  DATE  OF  INFO 


ANALYST  13: 
35  79 


4183 


lA 


ACT  DATE  33:   0527  0  32 


i-'lDDRESS  25: 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  M 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS) 


827009 
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PAGE 


NAME  3 
AKA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46 
1ST  SIGHTING  42 


SUBSOURCES 


27 


ACTIONS  51 
CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


L2 


UNKNOWN 

US     STATE/CITY  15 

POW-HSY 
THANHHOf^  LL 

81 1231  OCJCS  MEMO 

ACTION  REQUIRED 

FOLREQ  200  US  THANH  HOA 

820520  DATE  OF  INFO  35 


ID  #  2 
CONFI DENTl ALI TY37: 
32: 


CORRELATION 
CATEGORY: 


4184 


lA 


ANALYST  L3: 
UNK 


ACT  DATE  38:   0527  0  82 


ADDRESS  25: 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  M 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS): 


0.  O 


S27009 
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EE  NAME 
NUMBER 
•RY  LOCATED 
"RY  REPORTED 
SIGHTING 
:iON 

JOURCES  . 


DATE  RECEIVED: 


/^^l^l* f^:^^  rrTiTT  i 


ss      '  ,J.liJlL 


I  i  i 


M 


,6  ^  I 
\  10 


LTI. 


H"!  1 


SE  38 

DING  ACTIONS: 
.TUS/REMARKS 
iYST 

:lassified  name 
tjgee  location 

>.  ADDRESS 


\.    Pi^J  ^         CORRELATION:       32  ' 


16 

1.' 

25  1 


Jjli 


I 


i  i  ;1  \  \\  i 


!  I  I  ! 


MM 


I  I 


M  M  M  I 


EE  NAME  ' 
NUMBER 

-RY  LOCATED 
CRY  REPORTED  ON 
SIGHTING 
riON 
SOURCES 


J    »    C-:  i; 


CONFIDENTIALITY  REQUESTED:  37 


'■    .  I 


23 
10 
46 
42 
27  1 
3 
5 
7 
9 
11 


v5  o  . 


DATE  RECEIVED:    ^  \f^\^0y:J,O 

■L-J^"' " 

DATE  OF  INFO: 


ONS/HISTORY 


ORIGINAL 
SOURCE 


50  XjAA 

1'  B 


_M0    DAY  YR 
5E  38  pLlO<  /I  01 
)ING  ACTIONS: 
TUS/REMARKS 
LYST 

LASSIFIED  NAME 
•UCEE  LOCATION 
ADDRESS 


TTrr 


I    ;N  .  LONG  12  '        '    '  ■ 


I  i  ! 


I ; 


/I  /!/  CORRELATION:       32  ~3^(^  " 


13  /3/1/ 

15  ib/?T/?- 

25  1 


I  I 


I  M  I  !  I  I 

rtTTTiij; 


j_L 


MM 
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IDI 
IZ  NAME 
AIMBER 
Kt  LOCATED 
RY  REPORTED  ON 
SIGHTING 
lOH 

xmces 


DNS/HISTORY 


2 
3 
34 
23 
10 
46 
42 
27  1 
.  3 
5 
7 
9 
11 
51 


^  4    e  ;  ^  i  t 


CONFIDENTIALITY  REQUESTED:  37  ' 


nCORY:  SO 


ORIGINAL 
SOURCE 


HO     OKi  YR 


HO  DAY 

r 

>E  38 
>ING  ACTIONS: 
niS/REMARXS 
LYST 

LASSIFIED  NAME 
UCEE  LOCATICnt 
..  ADDRESS 


!  i 


45 

13  f\fj 
16 


I    I  I 


;o  I 


I  i 


■4-1- 


IS 

25  1 
2 


I  ! 


1  I 


CORRELATION: 


i  M  i 
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12 43-- 


Saigon 

2        teraber  1981 


Dear  Paternal  Aunt,  Uncle  and  Cousins, 

I  didn't  receive  your  April  5th  package  until  27  August. 
Last  week  I  wrote  a  letter  to      .  Sc. 

Thought  it  was  lost  and  raised  a  big  ruckus.     Reall'y  lucky.  That 
means  that  all  5  [word  or  several  letters  unclear]  were  received; 
no  packages  were  lost.     First  of  all,   [I]  have  to  thank  you,  .aunt  . 
and  uncle,  very  aiuch.     Even  though  you  were  very  busy,  you  went  * 
to  the  post  office  to  send  one  every  month.    Although  the  letter 
was  received  late,      [i.e.,    Sc  ,  who  is  the  writer]  will  go  •  -  .  - 
ahead  and  reply.    It's  better  than  not  doing  so. 

Sister  M  has  sent  a  letter  to  T  to  respond  to  the  ODP  matter. 
At  the  same  time,  [she]  sent  T  niece    fJ^M"^       poem  (via  Paris). 
On  29  August  nephew  f^i^  returned  to  Saigon  and  invited  A<^^^      ^  and 
nephew  i^ni^C  to  go  to  Vung  Tau  because  he  is  very  ill.    H  is  under 
surveillance  at  the  house,  so  he  can't  go  out.   A'^/n^    can't  go 
out.     If  she  could  go  by  automobile,  she  would  have  worked  her  way 
out  to  the  North  for  a  visit.     If  something  has  tiappened  to  him, 
it  would  really  be  regrettable,  because  [she]  hasn't  met  him  once 
since  returning. 

Nephew  tJAm£  and  his  five  year  old  daughter  f^^ni  have  left  __ 
uncle  house  and  returned  to  live  in  Hoa  Hung.    They  went 

and  came  back,  and  the  father  and  son  are  happy,  safe  and  healthy. 
But    ^'•'i-if     is  so  so.    His  wife's  family  is  well  off.    As  a  result, 
even  though  he's  strung  the  tent  a  half  dozen  times,  thg-shop  hasn't 
folded  [sic]. 

At  this  point,  the  black  Bic  pen  is  out  of  ink  and  I  have  to 
use  one  with  red  ink.    You'll  have  to  bear  with  me  and  strive  to 
read  it,  because  it's  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrote -last  and  there's 
a  lot  more  to  say.    The  things  T  asked  about  raising  cattle  and 
water  buffalos  H  is  sympathetic  to  100  percent.     [I]  am  an  "intel^ 
ligent  person."!     It's  like  "[word  unclear]  from  time  to  time 
dusting  off  and  taking  out  the  took  "The  Dry  Bones"  for  use  as  " 
blackmail  [four  wwrds  unknown  meaning]."    OK?  _ 

When  I  was  still  at  Son  La.  L  was  net  able  to  S3e  the  white 
water  buffalo  herd  (there  they  were  cal.'.?d         stork  wat^r  buf:!:alo), 
about  40  in  number,  that  the  People's  Army  raised.     Brother  [letter, 
used  as  an  initial,  has  been  crossed  out]  did  inee'c  i'l^i.     IT  tiiat 
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buffalo  herd  were  fed  well,  surely  they  would  jet  very  bi^.  But, 
there  is  a  shortage  of  food,  so  they  are  very  thin  and  weak.  lie 
used  to  jokingly  call  the  leader  of  the  herd  A"*'n£      (the  same  as 
H) .    His.-name  Mas  f^/^^B    .    The  next  one  in  line  was  iiaster  Ser- 
geant   /!//»«i£  He  was  about  1.8  meters  tall.    This  was  around 
1973.    The  Chinese  invaded  after  that,  so  they  took  them  down 
toward  the  lowlands.    T  have  heard  that  it  was  a  type  like  Hoa 
Hung  here,  to  facilitate  the  raising  of  them.     In  1979  there  was 
one  water  buffalo,  again  of  the  [word  unclear]  breed,  and  a  rare 
type,  which  x^as  taken  from  Quang  Ninh  (because  of  the 'Chinese 
attack)  to  Thanh  Hoa  (the  farm  for  raising  large  animals) . 
[!4arginal  note:    Some  Annamese  went  along  with  the  buffalo.]' 
Hear  there,  a  person  went  to  visit  her  husband  in  Thanh  Hoa  and- 
learned  that  there  were  many  stork  buffalo,  a  herd  of  ab^ut  200.  . 

So,  if  one  wants  to  see  if  this  is  a  good  breed  and  of  the 
right  type,  he  will  have  to  open  up  the  "manual  missing"  animal 
husbandry  book  to  check  and  recheck.  Initially,  they  gave  them 
special  food,  but  later  it  was  the  same  as  what  they  fed  us. 

As  with  the  husband  of  niece  Nfi'^f  [i.e.,  '"American,"  because 
A/;iA»£     husband  is  American'],  If  they  stay  there  long,  they  will 
be  able  to  speak  Vietnamese.    And  some  heard  it  said  that  they 
were  volunteering  to  stay,  behind  in  our  Annam  (?)  (filth  to  one's 
ears) .    The  abovenoted  points  on  studying  animal  husbandry  might 
be  of  some  help. 

Oh,  when  H  arrived  in  Son  La,    t^n^g.         father  v;as  no  longer 
seen  to  be  there.    But  there  were  words  vnritten  on  the  wall>  and 
his  household  had  a  person  die;    so,  the  local  populace  jpalled  it 

^fim£        grave.    Don't  know  whether  they  v;ere  khaki  or- regular 
[presumably,  military  or  civilian],  how  many  there  were,  or  the 
period  of  stay. 

A  number  of  the  Vietnamese  overseas  residents  who  returned 
from  Thailand  were  living  at  Huong  Coi  (Son  La).     Big.  mistake. 
V7ere  stripped  of  everything.    All  they  can  dc  5.s  pray  to  God. 
Sorry.     "Golden  Tone"  in  Thailand.     (Dogs  and  cats' open  their 
eyes  after  a  fev;  days.)    There  are  several  students  of  Teacher 

t^t^/yxt    _      They  studied  just  like  H.     They  don't  see  the  teacher 
sending  any  presents  or  correppondence  of  any  kind.    Only  some 
medicine  for  sore  eyes.     Surely  the  teacher's  secret  intent  was 
the  same  as  that  of     ^ >^^£.  .      when  he  asked,  "Have  you_  opened 
your  eyes  yet?"    Money  and  valuables  have  all  been  sent  jjn  up. 
Now  they're  sorry,  finally.    They're  very  poor,  more  poor  than 
the  peasants  in  the  area . 
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At  the  present  time,  H's  friends  out  there  [in  North  Vietnato] 
nutiber  approxitnately  200  (T  has  to  add  thousand  [i.e.,  200,000]. 
They  are  in  the  camps  in  Ha  Nam  Ninh  (Phu  Ly,  Nam  Dinh,  Ninh  Binh), 
Tlianh  Haa,  Vinh  Phu,  Ha  Son  Binh  (Ha  Dong,  Son  Tay,  Hoa  Binh). 
Sach  camp  is  divided  into  main  and  subcamps .     (A,  B,  C,  T);     2  and 
F  are  for  civil  criminals  out  there.)     In  the  South,  there  are 
about  800  (you  have  to  add  as  you  did  above)  [i.e.,  800,000].  Why 
are  there  so  many?    You  have  to  add  in  government  types  (assembly-,^ 
men,  political  party  members,  security,  village,  hamlet,  police, 
priests,  etc.).  Those  like  niece  M.  Ch.  are  about  ten -percent  per 
camp. 

The  A  X  6  photograph  has  already  been  sent  over  there.  Have 
sent  two  certificates  of  release  from  camp.    One  to  W,  i^r  fotr    -  - 
warding  to  O^TA  ^  and  the  other  sent  to  OUT/t   last  week.    "These  are 
for  use  as  needed,  or  for  submitting  where  needed. 

Don't  liave  any  photographs  taken  with  T's  friends.    But  H 
did  send  a  detailed  personal  history  outline  and  list  of  courses 
attended  abroad.    These  can  be  rechecked  easily,  because  [H]  was 
in  the  States  for  a  whole  year,  with  a  serial  number  and  tape  re- 
cordings.    They  have  everything'.    While  at  it,   [H]  is  sending  two 
photocopies.     One  lists  the  serial  number.     The  other  is  a  copy 
of  a  promotion  on  leaving,  school.     That  lady  destroyed  all  of  them 
already.     [They  were]  for  use  or  for  giving  to  T's  friends.  (If 
they  want  a  pick-up,  that's  easy.) 

If  things  '«ceep  getting  worse  each  day,  and  the  dark  clouds 
are  constantly  overhead,  things  can't  go  on  as  they  are  at  present, 
especially  for  those  with  desires  like  H.    There  are  no  grounds  to 
stand  on,  and  no  one  wants  to  go  back  to  the  tiger  cage -{i.e.,  Vietnam] 

Niece  Nfimt    likes  the  things  that  you,  aunt,  sent  very  much, 
because  things  like  Teteron,  French  silk  and  colorful  silk  are  in 
vogue  in  Saigon  now  and  sell  for  higher  prices  than  black  silk. 
(Does  that  mean  that  they  are  advancing  day  by  day?)  - 

H  has  a  friend  who  was  a  major  in  the  navy,  retired,  and  who 
has  a  12  year  old  son  who  went  to  [word  unclear]  and  took  with  him 
a  [ID]  card  of  [his]  father.     When  he  got  to  Indonesia,  they  re-  — , 
checked  and  put  him  in  the  [one  or  two  words  unclear],  and  he  was 
on  the  island  for  only  a  month.  •  . 
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1243-;^ 

Saigon 

3  November  1981 

Dear  Uncle  vfi'^^.^  Aunt  '^^'^^  and  cousins. 

On  29  October,  I  received  the  letter  that  T  sent  in  the  gift 
dated  26  September  1981.     I  sincerely  thank  you  very  much.  2ven 
though  [you're]  in  a  strategic  place,   [you]  can't  ever  forget 
family.     Last  week,  I  sent  a  letter  to  you  via  the  WA -route  for 
forwarding  to  you.     Below,  H  will  repeat  all  of  the  letters  that 
have  been  sent,  either  to  Paris  or  to  WA.     (The  purpose  was  to 
have  the  letters  go  quickly  or  [several  words  unclear]) 

All  of  the  letters,  gifts  and  ODP  have  been- received  in  full. 
(This  includes  the  April  letter,  which  was  relayed  [word  unclear] 
1  September  1981.     [H]  will  repeat  it  in  a  later  part  of  the 
letter,  because  [H]  is  afraid  that  Paris  didn't  forward  it  for 
some  reason.     Or,  could  it  have  gotten  lost?)     The  family  of^^"^ 
and  his  wife  M.  also  have  received  everything.    The  green  that 
Mrs.v/9A)£  has  been  sending  has  all  been  received  [word  unclear]. 
(It  wasn't  via  the  route  of  Uncle  /^^^^^  ,  the  younger  brother  of 
[Mr.]  [name  unclear].)     [The  file  requesting?]  emigration  f or  >*'^*^ 
family.     (Except  for  Miss./f-fl'n^  and  Miss   r-^fii^£._.     It  wasn't  ^'^Z^^, 
put  do\m  her  name  by  miistake.   ^--^^  has  written  to  T  about  this 
matter,  and  he'll  surely  bring  it  up  again.     [Several  words  un- 
clear] because  she  already  has  a  family.     So,  they  won't  "issue  her 
papers  for  making  a  declaration.) 

As  for  H,  he  also  has  completed  the  submitting  of  "papers  . 
(But,  there's  a  snag  over  [name  unclear]  and  SC.       Thei*  names 
are  not  on  the  family  register,  so  they  won't  issue  papers  to 
make  declarations  to  leave.     H  will  ask  about  this  matter  when 
called  to  go  out  to  Nguyen  Du.     [H  has]  attached  the  paper  giving 
the  appointment  with  the  emigration  unit  of  the  3rd  Precinct  for 
T's  appropriate  action.    They  already  forwarded  [my]  .[file?]  to 
Njiuyen  Du  on  13  October  1981.)     So,   [H]  has  gone  a  fourth  of  the 
way.     The  most  important  thing  is  that  T's  friends  send  [H's]  name 
to  Thailand  so  that  they  will  give  it  to  the  Vietnamese  side  in 
order  to  get  priority  status.     (See  also  the  marginal  note.)  . 
[Marginal  note:     T,  tell  your  friends  that,  at  the  present  time, 
H  and  his  family,   living  under  the  iron  hand,  are;  anxious  and 
nervous  all  the  time,  missing  meals  and  losing  sleep.     If  a 
pickup  can  be  arranged,  then  the  sooner  the  better.     If  not...] 
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Sach  family  in  Vietnam  needs  T  to  send  back  T's  birth  cer- 
tificate.    The  purpose  for  verification  for  them  is  that  the 
sponsor  has  to  be  a  brother  or  sister,  or  a  son  or  daughter. 
(They 're,- surely  going  to  ask  about  this  whenever  [someone]  is  in- 
vited to  come  out  to  Nguyen  Du.)     If  T  has  been  able  to  "become  an 
American  citizen,  T  should  go  to  the  I.N.S.  (Itnmigration  and  Na- 
turalization Service)  in  the  state  where  T  resides  to  request  im- 
migration papers  for  each  family  here.     (They'll  ask  about  this 
whenever  (someone  1  is  invited  out  to  Nguyen  Du.) 

[Mrs.]  M's  family  has  not  yet  been  able  to  do  anything.  The 
reasons  are: 

-  [Mr .  ] /j//9(»jf  has  just  had  to  go  into  the  Binh  Dan  Hospital 
for  a  urinary  obstruction  [word  unclear].  He  has  recovered  now 
and  has  gone  back  to  Vung  Tau. 

-  [Her]  position  is  weak,  so  [she]  can't    'grease  the  palms' 
in  Vung  Tau.     Because  it  takes  about  2,000  dong.     (It's  twice  as 
much  in  Saigon.     When  H  filed,  he  had  to  "leave  there  '  two  watchss, 
a  Citizen  of  WA  and  a  Timex  from  T,  to  grease  the  palms'.     It  was 

so  that  the  file  could  move  quickly  from  3rd  precinc-t  immigration 
to  Nguyen  Du.     So,  "'there's  nothing  left  on  the  wrist  I  ' 

-  name  is  not  on  the  family  register  in  Vung  Tau. 
(Word  unclear]  M.  will  raise  these  obstacles  in  a  iettar  to  T.) 

H  has  forwarded  this  to  T  in  ?arlier  latters.  Don't  '.:now 
whether  she's  received  them  yet,  so  [H]  v;ill  r2neat.  Psrsonal 
history:  • 


Courses  attended  abroad: 
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SO  .     Was  a  1st  Lt.  at  ths  tima. 

It  was  around  August  of  196^.    A  combat  intelligence  course.  Don't 
renneuber  the  name  of  the  class  leader,  only  that  h3  was  a  British 
major .     (Toole  photographs  in  the  course.) 


Have  sent  T  a  Certificate  of  Release  from  Camp  for  use  as 
appropriate  or  for  giving  to  T's  friends.    This  verifies  that  [H).  . 
has  been  in  prison  and  that  he's  not  leaving  for  economic  reasons. 
[Am  also  sending]  a  nomination  statement  on  leaving  school  ti/hsn  - 
still  a  2nd  Lt.  (signed  by  Mr.  [name  unclear])  and  a  pap^r  giving 
the  military  serial  number. 

B3I0V7  is  my  reply  to  the  animal  husbandry  issue  which  T  asked 
about.    Whan  H  was  working  at  the  animal  husbandry  farm  out  there  - 
[in  North  Vietnam],  he  did  not  see  [any]  himself.    But  a  friend 
said  that  at  Son  La: 

1.  In  1978,  a  herd  of  about  40  [v;er3  living  in  a  village?]. 
But  they  were  not  raised  properly,  so  they  were  very  thin.  There 
was  one  with  H's  rank,  perhaps  the  leader  of  the  herd.  [His] 
name  was    ff^^ff^S       Another  was  a  master  sergeant  named  /^^/f/n/P 

[He]  didn't  know  the  others.  Later,  they  v;ere  moved  to  [3  or  k  - — 
words  unc  lear  ] . 

2.  In  1979,  a  lone  buffalo  was  moved  along  with  our  [i.e.,  ' 
Vietnamese]  buffalo  from  Quang  Ninh  to  Thanh  Hoa.     (Some- people 
have  met  it.) 

3.  R3cently,  in  1931,  some  people  who  went  to  visit  their 
husband  and  childern  learned  froti  the  husband  that  about  20D  of 
the  above  type  of  buffalo  were  at  the  Thanh  Hoa  animal  husbandry 
farm.     So,  if  aunt  V7ants  to  study  zoology,  she  should  look  in  the 
book  puplished  over  there  of  the  "I-lanual  Missing"  variety.  Surely, 
you'll  find  the  names  of  the  tv;o  mentioned  above.  OK? 

t^fii\^,  the  child  of  Uncle  ^M>^ga,x\^  his  wife,  graduated  v;ith 
a  doctors  degree  in  Singapore  and  is  now  vjaiting' here  for  an  as- 
signment. A  job  will  require  4,000  in  green.  It  took  about  3,500- 
in  green  for  Pfit^  when  she  had  just  graduated  from  an  AS2AN  [word 
unclear]  school.  T  doesn't  have  that  kind  of  money  in  the  First 
National  Bank  to  take  care  of  examinations  for  four  children.  — 
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Maybe  for  one,  at  the  very  oiost.     It's  not  just  a  few  hundred  in 
green'. 

M.  Swears?]  jeans,  those  for  boys  one  day  and  the  ones  for 
girls  the  next.     Sometimes  it  takes  two  days  at  the  market  to 
find  them.    T  and  cousin  A)/nnB    like  very  much  the  things  that  you,, 
aunt,  sent,  because  they  are  the  very  type  that  people  are  dis- 
playing and  selling.     The  [little  children?]  like  the  sweaters 
very  much.    Now,  black  silk  does  not  get  the  customers  that  the 
printed  French  silk  gets  (like  the  kind  sent  to  cousin  to 
make  an  ao  dai) .     The  Annamese  are  poor,  but  they're  mad  about  it. 
[Prices  of]  everything  have  gone  up  200-300  percent.     (The  only  - 
drop  in  prices  is  for  [t^^o  words  unclear]  which  have  been  abolished 
for  a  long  time.)  _       "  - .  -  - 

P/ii*\£  goes  to  mass  regularly  every  Sunday.    From  time  to  time, 
when  the  weather  changes,  he  has  a  bout  of  asthma,  old  age  ail- 
ments and  hypertension.     Regularly,  it  also  spreads  to  There 
is  no  longer  anything  attractive  in  Saigon.    All  day  one  has  to 
worry  about  "state"  matters.    The  children  are  gone  (working  or  in 
school).    So,  the  old  couple  look  after  [word  unclear],  carry  in 
water  to  fill  the  tank,  prepare  food,  and  cook  with  coal.  There's 
no  electricity.     3ven  though  I  am  writing  this,  you're  already 
aware  of  it.     It's  still. better  than  in  nng  nng  [sic--meaning 
unknown].    Below  is  a  101  percent  true  "story."    A  middle-aged 
woman,  of  the  [Paker?]  5^  type,  was  hurriedly  crossing  the  street 
when  she  was  hit  by  an  IBM  fellow  pedalling  [a  waterwheel?]  [two^ 
phrases  unclear]  tore  into  another  lady,  "You  have  eyes,  ivhy 
didn't  you  get  out  of  the  v;ay?"    The  other  woman  replied,  "Yes, 
I've  tried  to  get  out  of  the  way  since  195A  but  haven't  -succeeded. 
If  you  want  to  do  it  now,  you  have  to  have  5  or  7  sticks- ( [word 
unclear]).     With  luc!:,  you  might  make  it.     I  sincerely  wish  aunt, 
uncle  and  cousins      h>fM£5        ^  ^  health,  happiness  and 

prosperity.     ([parenthetical  ^-word  phrase  unclear])  Yours, 


[Illegible  signature] 
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1243-- 

Saigon 

22  Dec amber  1981 


Yesterday,  21  December,  was  tny  birthday,  and  A»/«*'^  told  me  to 
come  over  and  gave  ma  two  boxes  of  medicine  (Camprollon  B]^2 
Pharmaton  capsules)  along  with  a  birth  certificate  and  a  marriage 
certificate.     I  sincerely  thank  you  very  much  because,  even  though 
we  are  tens  of  thousands  of  miles  apart,  you,  uncle  and  aunt,  have 
always  thought  a  great  deal  about  those  who  still  are- here. 

In  earlier  letters  I  repeated  (as  well  as  in  the  telex)  that; 

Not  a  single  gift  was  lost  (including  the  April  gift).     Ttie  . 
first  letter  was  sent  via  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  speed  (via 
[word  unclaar]),  on  1  September  1981.     The  second  letter  was  sent 
directly  to  im^  .    Attached  to  it  was  a  receipt  on  which  was  noted 
that  the  file  requesting  emigration  for  H's  faoiily  was  submitted 
to  the  3rd  Precinct  Emigration  Office  on  11  September  1981,  and 
from  there  it  was  moved  (on  13  October     1981)  to  the  "Office  for 
Operations  on  Persons  Overseas  '  [Phong  cong  tac  ve  Nguoi  Nuoc 
Ngoai]  for  review.     So,   [I]  am  only  vjaiting  at  home  until  they 
call  to  go  out  to  add  to  the  file,  etc.     Aside  from  that,  H  him- 
self sent  a  letter  fxoca*""^  to  It  also  contained  a  receipt 
like  H's.     The  purpose  is  so  that  T  will  understand  that  here 
everyone  is  trying  their  best  to  do  on  what  T  wants  to  help  out 
with.     The  letters  that  H  sent  also  contained:  — 

-  a  certificate  of  release  from  camp  (i.e.,  a  release  order) 

-  H's  personal  history  summary  from  the  time  he  joined  the 
military  until  30  April  1975 

-  a  response  to  T's  questions  about  T's  friends  who  now  are 
working  as  buffalo  for  the  IBM  bunch.     (H  is  very  sympathetic  to 
their  lot  and  to  th?  concerns  of  their  families  and  of  >Ir.  Ron's 
[i.e.,  Ronald  Regan's]  acquaintances.)     (H  will  write  dovm  all  of 
those  matters  in  a  report  attached  to  this  letter.) 

The  gift  that  T  sent  just  get  here  now.     M  just  received, it, 
and  H's  family  got  it  on  3  November  1931.  /^ai£  has  not  received 
this  gift  yet  (as  of  this  moment)  .  '  -  . 

On  the  average,  the  value  of  that  gift  is  equivalent  to  1,000 
to  1,200  dong  (including  the  sweaters  that  T  sent  to  the  little 
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children).     If  T  would  like  to  avoid  heavy  damages  [i-t.'o  v.-jrds 
uncljar]  in  the  future,  then  have  T's  bank  transfer  100  U.S.  dol- 
lars to  reply  to  the  April   T^tcer.     (H  hasn't  noticed  the  friends 
making  this  known) . 

1.  In  1973  (don't  rememb.sr  the  month),  a  buffalo  herd  of 
the  States  breed  was  seen  at  Son  La.     In  it  was  the  herd  leader, 
v/ith  a  grade  the  same  as  H,  named   /vfitv\t         Height,  1.8  meters. 
(Don't  remember  the  buffalo's  age.)     Another  one,  a  master  sergeant 
type,  v;as  named    NhrA^       .     (So,  T  should  try  to  have -them  go 
through  and  recheck  in  the  '/lanual  Missing.)     Since  they  were  a  good 
breed,  they  were  moved  to  live  at  Hilton's  in  Ha  Loi  [slang  for  - 
Hanoi]  when  there  was  trouble  along  the  border. 

2.  In  1979  (I  don't  remember  the  month),  a  States  "breed  of 
buffalo  was  moved  singly  along  with  a  herd  of  Annamese  buffalo 
from  Quang  Winh  (v^uang  Yen- Mong  Cai)   to  Thanh  Hoa . 

3.  In  1930-1931,  a  person  visiting  her  husband  in  Thanh  Hoa  - 
was  told  by  her  husband,  who  works  there  (the  same  as  H,  in  the 
past)  that  there  is  a  herd  [there]  of  approximately  200  head. 

Because  they  didn't  have  any  animal  feed,  these  buffalo  are 
thin  and  weak,  like  Annamese  buffalo.  They  plow  and  harrow,  and 
they  understand  our  Annamese  language. 

Personal  History  Sketch :  — - 

Was  mobilized  in  the  Thu  Due  fourth  supplementary  class  (but 
studied  in  Dalat)  on  19  ^-larch  I95A .  Finished  school  on  J.  October 
195^.  1 

1  October  1953,  promoted  to  ist  lieutenant. 

196A,  promoted  to  captain. 

1971,  promoted  to  major. 

1973,  promoted  to  Lt .  colonel,  held  that  ran'.c  until  30  April" 

1975. 

Positions  h ? Id  :  '  ■ 
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Courses  attended  abroad: 

-  Around  1959- 19&0,  Jp 


'■  Around  1960, 


-  Around  August  196A,  J 

The  course  leader  was  a 

British  toajor. 

All  of  the  details  about  H  as  well  as  all  of  the  paperwork, 
such  as  th»  certificate  of  release  from  camp,  personal  history, 
etc.,  are  so  that  AJfj^^  can  provide  these  to  them  and  ask.  them  to 
find  some  v;ay  to  give  our  family's  name  to  the  IBM  gang  here.  HdO 
can  one  go  through  the  back  door  [here?]?    I  sincerely  wish  Aunt, 
Uncle,  fO'"^  and  /U^ufprosperity . 

•s- 

Yours ,  " 
[Illegible  signature] 


[Envelop  addressed  to]  [Return  address ]" 

Defense  Intelligence  Aj^ency  -fC 
Attn    DI  -  1.1       ^jj  6J> 
Room  1-C  760  ' 
Pentagon,  Washington  D.C.  20301 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT   CHIEFS  OF   STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS3773  0780115 
ROUTINE 

R   1901152  MAR  82 

FM  OlA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 

TO      USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

INFO  SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA/VLK// 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH 

USDLO  HONG  KONG  HK  CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DDO/EA/VLK// 

BT 

SUBJ:     DEBRIEF  OF  VN  DEFECTORS  ESCAPEES 

REF:       DIA/DI-7C  MSG  DTG  020120Z  MAR  82.  SUBJ:  SAB. 

SO  MUCH  OF  PARA  3A    (7),   REF  MSG  AS  READS, 
"...ONLY  ONE  SOVIET  HIND  AND  ONE  UH-IH  HELICOPTER  WERE  PARKED  AT 
BACH  MAI;"  SHOULD  BE  CORRECTED  TO  READ:     "ONLY  ONE  SOVIET-MADE  HIP 
REPEAT  HIP  HELICOPTER  AND  DNE  UH-IH  HELICOPTER  WERE  PARKEDAT  .  . 

BACH  MAI ." 

BT  ^ 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (D,6.7.8,F) 
INFO      NMICd)   AT(1)   DB-2(1)   DB-2B(1)   DB-2C(1)  OB-5D3(l) 
OIA(l) 


MCN°82078/00188       TOR'82078/01 1 52       T AD«82078/01 302  C0SN»M1I674 
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oncrrur  umiOM  mnm 

Mcoun 

0  mmi  m  u 


FN  MWkSSY  KlUK 

TO    SICSTATt  MUWC  UWDIME  OU) 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
xXJINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


nTw  (Nsooe.  set  Mmu. 


imuaMOiMBux 


MOMSSr  NOSCn  340$ 
An  TAIKI 

INEIUSSY  MMS«M  01S4 
U»I$SIOi  USW  KM  TOK  1S)4 

MBCis  raiwr  HI  XK 


mmnssi  amm  on* 

II  433S 
MOCASSY  TOKYO  9164 
USNISSIOi  GCKVA  0612 
SCCOCF  MASHOC 
DIA  MASH  K 


3.  KGAUIK  FECI  KPOIT  OH  VinMKSC  DEFCHOIS. 
EMeASST  PMFOSES  THE  FOLLOHIIE  NESS  GUIDAKE: 
THE  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEES  II  QUESTION  DID  CONE  TO 
THE.  ANEIICAI  ENMSST  WEK  THET  VOUMTEEHO  TO 
IE  DEIIIEFED  FON  FON/NIA  MFOMATION.   THET  Wt^. 
ALSO  inERVIENEO  IT  ENBASSY'S  CONSULAR  "bFF  IK  IS 
SINCE  THEY  HAO  EXNESSED  A  DESIRE  TO  IMNIOMTE  TO 
THE  mnCD  HATES.    IF  ASKEO  AIOUT  VirS  DMICRA- 
TION  STATUS.  ENMSSY  MOnSEO  TO  RESKMD  THAT 
REQUESTS  ARE  KINC  HANDLED  IN  ACCORDANCE  NHH 
lORNAl  INHIGRAflON  REGUUTIONS  AND  PIOCEOUIES. 


DAD  MN6K0K  FOR  MC/LNO 
SECOEF  FOR  OSO/ISA 
DIA  FOR  DI-7 

E.O.  120(S:  GDS  3/ll/U  (TONSEI.  PETER)  OR-P 
TAtS:   PEPR.  SIEF.  AS.  CH.  PL.  IM.  SOPH 
SUUECT:   FEER  STORY  OH  POLISH  REFUGEES  AND  VIETIWESE 
DEFEOORS 

REF:  IEIJING927 

1.  ENMSSY  HAS  lEEl  INFORMED  IT  U.S.  MIRE  SERVICES  THAT 
CURRENT  ISSUE  OF  FU  EASTERN  ECONOHIC  REVICH  (FEER).  N3T 
YH  DISTRIMITED  IN  PK.  CURIES  STORIES  THAT  POLISH 
STUDENTS  IN  QIINA  NEK  GIVEN  POLITICAL  ASYIUH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  TEN  ViniANESE  REFUGEES  MHO  FLED  IN 
HELICOPTEI  TO  CHINA  MERE  DEIIIEFED  lY  THE  AMERICAN 
ENMSSY.  AHiaE  REPORTEDLY  CONCLUDES  THAT  THESE  TW) 
INCIDENTS  SHOM  THAT  DESPHE  CURRENT  PROBLEMS  IN  SINO- 
ANERICAN  REUTIONS.  STRATEGIC  COOPERATION  RETMEEM  lEIJING 
AND  MASHINGTON  CONTINUES.   DUE  TO  TINE  DIFFERENCES. 
EWASSY  IS  USING  FOLLOMIIG  PRESS  GUIDANCE  OH  INTERIM 
MSIS.   DEPARTMENT  MAY  MISH  TO  PROVIDE  FURTHER  GUIDANCE. 

2.  FEER  REPORT  ON  DEFECTION  OF  POLISH  STUDENTS 
SHOULD  IE  REFERRED  TO  AUSTRALIA  GOVERWERT  OR 
AUSTRALIAN  MISSION  IN  YOlff  COUNTRY.  (FYI:  POLISH 
STUDENTS  MERE  GIVEN  POLITICAL  ASYLtW  IN  AUSTRALIA 
AND  EXnED  CHINA  MITHOUT  DIFFICULTY.  (AUSTRALIAN 
EHMSSY  II  lEIJING  HAS  REQUESTED  THAT  ALL  QUERIES 
BE  REFERRED  TO  THEM  AMD  THAT  ¥1  MAKE  NO  C0W4ENT 


AaiON  (U.P.e.T.t) 
INFO    CJCS:(1)  CXS(3)  0JS(2)  SJCSdl  J3(S) 

HIDS(I)  J3:iRCC(l)  J4(4)  JS(2)  C3S(S)  SECDEFid) 
SEC0EF(7)  USDP(IS)  AS0:MRAL(2)  US0RE:TT(10) 
AS0:PA(1)  DI-2(1)  DI-S(l)  DI-7(1)  DI-7C(1)  IHIC(l) 
OS(l)  0S-38(1)  SMS(l)  X-4(l)  0C-4B(1)  AT-XCH 
DlOil)  VP-A2  FRO(l)  DE(1)  DB-Kl)  OB-lBd)  DB-lG(l) 
06-2(1)  06-2B(l)  0B-2C(1)  06-31(2)  06-4A(l)  D6-SB(1) 
06-SD3(l)  DT-l(l)  DT-2(1)  OlA(l) 

KSA  MASHINGTON  DC 

4CN0  MASHINGTON  DC 

♦CSAF  MASHINGTON  DC 

fCNC  CC  MASHINGTON  DC 


MCN=e2O77/0lO91       TOR =8 207 7/07 162       TA0'=82O77/O7 18Z  C0SN«MII396 
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PTTCZYUW  RUEHCAA62II1  0720610 
PRIORITY 

P  I21727Z  MAR  82 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO      ANEHBASSY  BEIJING  PRIORITY  983 1 

INFO  AHENBASSY  BANGKOK  PRIORITY  9265    SECOEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY  5'«8lt 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY  7^96 

DIA  WASHDC  PRIORITY  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  PRIORITY 

BT 

STATE  0662  li» 

E.O.   12065:  GDS-3/11/88  (ANDERSON.  L.  DESAIX) 
TAGS:     SREF,  MOPS.  PEPR,  VM 

SUBJECT:     DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 
REF:    A.  BEIJING  2739.  B.  STATE  5'«80'( 

1.  ENTIRE  TEXT) 

2.  WE  NOTE,  REF  A.  THAT  INITIAL  INTERVIEWS  OF  ESCAPEES 
LERE  DUE  TO  BE  COMPLETED  MARCH  9-     FOLLOW-UP  QUESTIONS 
ARE  BEING  PREPARED. 

3.  PLEASE  ADVISE  WHAT  SORT  OF  TIME  PRESSURES  YOU  ARE 
UNDER.  FROM  UNHCR  OR  PRC  OFFICIALS,  TO  COMPLETE  INTER- 
VIEWS AND  REACH  DECISIONS  ON  VISA  ELIGIBILITY.  HAIG 
BT 


ACTION  (U,6.7,8) 
INFO      CJCS:(1)   CJCS(3)  0  JS  (2)   J3(5)  NIDS(1) 

J3:NMCC(1)   J5(2)   C3S(5)   SECDEF:(1)   SECDEF  (7) 
USDP(15)  USDRErTTdO)   Dl-5(1)   DI-7C(1)   NMIC(l)  0S(1) 
SWS(I)   DC-1»{1)   DC-i4B(l)   AT-X(1)   DIO(l)   VP-A2  FRD(1) 
DE(1)   DB-2(1)   DB-2B(1)   DB-2C(1)   DB-l4A(l)  DB-5D3(1) 
DT-1  (1)   DT-2{1)  DIA(1) 

+CSA  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

■t-CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 

+USCINCRED  MACDILL  AFB  FL//RCJ2// 


MCN'8207~  -rf^n-o-in-Ti/AenQT        T4n»«9072/06 1 32  C0SN«MII423 

PAGE    1  OF  1 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTCZYUW  RUMIBKASyAS  O7OO903 
ROUTINE 

R  1 IO902Z  HAR  82 
FH  USDAO  BANGKOK 

TO      USDAO  BEIJING  01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//D I -7C// 

JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  USDAO  MANILA 

USDAO  SINGAPORE  USDAO  KUALA  LUMPUR 

USDLO  HONG  KONG 


INFO  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 
SECSTATE  WASHOC//EA/VLK// 
SECDEF  WASHDC//OASO-ISA/PW-MIA// 
CIA  WASHOC//DOO/EA/VLK// 


BANGKOK  I57'«3 
CITE:  3099  MAR  82. 

USDAO  SINGAPORE  ANJ  KUALA  LUMPUR.  PLEASE  PASS  TO  USOFC  REF. 
SUBJ:     DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 


REF:     A.     USDAO  BEIJING  02739.  DTG  O80828Z  MAR  82. 

B.  USDAO  BEIJING  02107.  DTG  2308nZ  FEB  82   (NOTAL)  . 

C.  USDAO  BANGKOK  \U\yk,  DTG  0l*0l«21Z  MAR  82  (NOTAL). 

1.  REF  A  REQUESTED  A  CHECK  BE  MADE  OF  REFUGEE  RFTORDS 

FOR  EVIDENCE  OF  WIFE  OF  saM>^c^ 

REF  B  AND  C  ALSO  PERTAIN. 


2.  .  .     A  CHECK  OF  REFUGEE  OFFICE  RECORDS  IN  BAN'^'^OK 
PROVIDES  NO  EVIDENCE  THAT        tit^i,  OR  HER  SON  /v>^ 

/V/W2€-      EVER  PASSED  THROUGH  THAILAND  ENROUTE  TO 
RESETTLEMENT  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

3.  .        FOR  0IA/DI-7C:     BANGKOK  REFUGEE  OFFICE  HAS  MADE 
THE  SUGGESTION  THAT  A  CHECK  BE  MADE  WITH  DEPT  OF  STATE 
ACDA  COMPUTERIZED  RECORDS  AS  ANOTHER  POSSIBLE  MEANS  OF 
LOCATING       A/Armt^  IN  THE  U.S. 

BT 


70 

ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (U.6.7.8.F) 
INFO      UCSTTT)  CJCS(3)   0JS(2)   J3(5)  NIDS(l)  J3:NMCC{1) 
J5(2)  C3S(5)  SECDEF:  (1)   SECDEF  (7)  US0P(I5) 
US0RE:TT(IO)  01-5(0  NMIC(I)   0S(1)  0S-3B(0  SWS(1) 
DC-«i(l)   0C-«.B(1)  AT(1)   AT-X(l)   0B-2(1)  0B-2B(1) 
DB-2C(1)   DB-5D3(1)  OT-l(l)   0T-2(1)  DIA(1) 
•i-CSA  WASHINGTON  DC 
•l-CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 
•t-CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

•(■CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC  - 


MCN-82070/01508       TOR > 8 2070/0903 Z       TAD"82070/ 10552  CDSN>MII889 


404 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
OOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

OTTSZYUW  RUMJPGA2916  O7OO803 

IMMEDIATE 

0  no801Z  MAR  82 

FM  USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO      CDR  JCRC  PARSERS  PT  HI  IMMEDIATE 
USDLO  HONG  KONG  IMMEDIATE 

INFO  DIA  WASH  DC/AI-7C  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH/JCRC-LNO 

BT 

BEIJING  CH  02916 

O2II1 

SUBJ:  DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 
REF:     CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  MSG  DTG  012100Z  MAR  82 

1.  DEFECTORS  AND  ESCAPEES  MENTIONED  IN  REF  MSG 
HAVE  ALL  BEEN  MOVED  SOUTH  BY  PRC  OFFICIALS  TO  AN  UNDIS- 
CLOSED LOCATION.     ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  WERE  GIVEN 
AMPLE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  DISCLOSE  ANY  POW/MIA  INFORMATION 
IN  THEIR  POSSESSION.     A  DETAILED  REPORT  IS  CURRENTLY 
BEING  FINALIZED  AND  HOPEFULLY  WILL  COVER  MOST  OF  THE 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  REINTERVIEW.     LIMITED  TIME  WAS  AVAILABLE 
PRIOR  TO  THE  DEPARTURE  OF  THE  GROUP  BUT  THE  GUIDELINES 
FURNISHED  BY  DIA  WERE  USED  TO  THE  MAXIMUM  EXTENT  POSSIBLE. 

2.  SINCE  THE  GROUP  IS  NO  LONGER  AVAILABLE  FOR  ADDI- 
TIONAL REINTERVIEW  REQUIREMENTS.  JCRC  REP  BELL   IS  BEING 
SCHEDULED  TO  DEPART  BEIJING  12  MARCH  FOR  HONG  KONG. 

3.  FOR  USDLO  HONG  KONG:     MR.  BELL  WILL  ARRIVE  ON 
CAAC  103  AT  1300  LOCAL.     WOULD  APPRECIATE  ASSIST  WITH 
HOTRES.     HE  WILL  CONTACT  OLO  UPON  ARRIVAL. 


BT 


ACTION  (U,6.7.8) 
INFO      CJCS:(1)   CJCS(3)   DJS  (2)   J3(5)  NIDS(1) 

J3:NMCC(1)   J5(2)   C3S(5)   USDRE:TT(10)  Dl-5(1) 
DI-7C(])  NMIC(l)   0S(1)   SWSd)   DC-I«(1)   DC-iiB(l)  AT(1) 
AT-X(l)   DB-2(1)   DB-2B(1)   0B-2C  (1)   0B-5D3(O  DT-l(l) 
DT-2(1)  DIAd) 

+CSA  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CUO  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 


MCN»82070/01377       T0R»82070/O8 1 1 Z       T A0'82O7O/O857Z  CDSN»MII704 


PAGE   1  OF  1 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


'  mCZniW  IIUUI>GU739  0670U2 
MWTIK 

I  OaOSZt!  NAR  82 
fH  USOM  BEIJIK  CH 


DIA  HASH  DC/AI-;C   IIWDIATE  USOAO  BANGtW  TH  PRIORITY 

COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  PRIORITY  USOAO  HANIU  RP  PRIORITY 

USOAO  SINGAPORE  PRIORITY  USOAO  lUAU  LUMPUR  PRIORITY 
USOlO  HOW  tONG  PRIORITY 


INFO  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI/J2/J3/J16 
SECDEF  VASH  OC/OASO/ISA/PM  NIA 

BT 


SECSTATE  WASH  OC/EA/VLK 
CIA  HASHDC/DOO/EAVLt 


BEIJING  CH  02739 


USOAO  SINGAPORE  AND  KUALA  LUMPUR  PLEASE  PASS  OfFICE  USREF 
Mi:   DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES  . 


TU  HAVE  T¥0  OTHER  RELATIVES  MO  ARE  FORMER  US  EMPLOYEES 
(COUSIN  -  ^Arry\e  FEMALE.  MARRIED  TO  HIGH  RANKING 
INTEL  OFFICER).  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  SHE  MMKED  AT  THE  US 
EMBASSY  C««<«"n  I"  «IGON  AND  WENT  TO  THE  US  IN  1969. 
(COUSIN  -  /^■-♦wt  FEMALE)  WAS  NOT  EVACUATED  AND 
WORKED  FOR  US  INTEL  AGENCY  (POSSIBLY  CCM8IHE0  DOCUMENT 
EXPLOITATION  CENTER-CDEC)  IN  SAIGON. 

4.  RE(3UEST  THAT  ADDRESSEES  WITH  REFUGEE  RECORDS 
AnEMPT  TO  CONFIRM  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  PARAS 

2  AM)  3  AND  GIVE  PRESENT  STATUS  (I.E.  STILL  IN  REFUGEE 
CAMP.  DEPARTED  ALREADY.  FORWARDING  ADDRESS.  ETC.). 

5.  A  DETAILED  REPORT  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  AS  SOON  AS 
INTERVIEW  OF  ALL  ESCAPEES  COMPLETED.    INTERVIEWS  ARE 
SCHEDULED  TO  BE  COMPLETED  BY  COB  TUESDAY.  9  MAR  82.     ^  , 


1.  INITIAL  INTERVIEW  OF  ESCAPEES  INDICATES  LIMITED 
HEARSAY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  DETENTION  OF  US 
PERSONNEL  SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  PARIS  AGREEMENTS.  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  2S  US  PERSONNEL  HFtn  IR  AN  UNIDENTIFIED 
PRISON  IN  HANOI  (     <Seur<-«-       '  IS  HEARSAY 

DOI  1976-66  WITH  Vcm  liiiU  AMPLIFYING  DETAILS.  INFOR- 
MATION PROVIDED  CONCERNING  THE  DETENTION  OF  FIVE  US 
rn  nun    tm  k  wm  rnHMUTFO  SUICIDE  IS  ALSO  HEARSAY 

Soiavc*-         will  not  reveal  the 
primary  source  until  he  is  guaranteed  resettlement  to  the 
us.  ^c'lhted.  however.  that  the  source  was  a  col  thuc 
seniok  political  officer  (truong  phong  chinh  trii  in 
charge  of  us  pilots  captured  during  the  war.  according 
to  bau.  col  thuc  is  assigned  to  the  srv  air  force  comwnd 
headquarters. 

2.  source  $  c       the  group  organizer  who 
arranged  their  escape  to  the  prc  from  hanoi  by  helicopter, 
claims  to  have  a  wife  and  son  who  entered  the  us  through 

»FUGEE  CHANNri  .<;  IN  1979 


ACCORDlNb 

TO  SOURCE.  .fi^Wim  REFUGEE  CHANNELS  BY  BOAT  AND  DE- 
PARTED VN  ON  9  APRIL  1981  AND  WAS  SUBSEQUENTLY  RESCUED  BY 
JOINT  US/INOONESIAN  OIL  SUPPORT  VESSEL.    SOURCE  ALSO  CLAIMS 


«TION  (U.6.7.8.F) 

INFO    CJCS:(1)  CJCS(3)  DJS(2)  J3(S)  HlOSd) 

J3:NMCC(n  J5(21  C3S(5)  SECDEF:(1)  SEC0EF(7) 
USOPdS)  USDRE:TT(10)  Ol-Sd)  D1-7C(1)  NMIC(l)  OS(l) 
0S-3B(1)  SWS(l)  DC-4(1)  DC-4B(1)  ATO)  AT-I(l) 
DB-2(1)  DB-2B(1)  D6-2C(1)  D8-SD3(1)  DT-Kl)  0T-2(1) 
DIA(l) 

KSA  WASHINGTON  DC 
iCNO  WASHINGTON  DC 
iCSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 
*m  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 


MCN«82067/00791       T0R«82067/09l 1Z       TAD-B2067/ 1 01 22  CDSN=MII698 
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RTTCZYUW  RUMJPGA3172  0750936 
ROUTINE 

R  l6093'«Z  MAR  82 

FH  USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO      DIA  WASH  DC/01 -7C/AT-3 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  USDAO  BANGKOK/JCRC-LNC 

AMCONGEN  GUANGZHOU 

BT 

BEIJING  CH  03172 

0232 

ADMIN  MSG  DIA  FOR  DI-7C/AT-3:   DAO  BANGKOK  FOR  JCRC-LNO 

SUBJ:     DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 

REF:     DAO  LTR  C-Oi«6-82,  DTD  2li  FEB  82  (NOTAL) 

1.  REFERENCE  FORWARDED  AS  ENCLOSURES  rnPiFS  OF 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  RESETTLEMENT  PERTAINING  TO  .<crw^c<  <, 
A/  Arm  e  i> 

ALSO  ATTACHED  TO  THE  LETTER  WERE 
PRELIMINARY  QUtb P I ONNA I  RE     TO  DETERMINE   IMMIGRATION  STATUS 
FORMS  ON  ^catr/:£S 


2.  OUR  POLITICAL  SECTION  HAS  REQUESTED  THAT  ORIGINALS 

OR  COPIES  OF  THE  ABOVE  APPLICATIONS/FORMS  BE  FORWARDED 
TO  THE  AMCONSUL  GUANGZHOU,   ATTN:  MS.  ROBINSON.   AS  EXPED- 
ITIOUSLY AS  POSSIBLE.     PLEASE  ADVISE  WHEN  MAILED.  YOUR 
ASSISTANCE  APPRECIATED. 


BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (U.P,6.7.F) 
INFO      CJCS:(1)   CJCS(3)   DJS  (2)   J3(5)   NIOS(l)  J3:NMCC(1) 
J5(2)   C3S(5)   USDRE:TT(10)   Dl-5(1)   01-7(1)  NMIC(l) 
0S(1)    SWS(l)    DC-i4(l)   DC-i.B(l)   AT(1)   AT-X(l)  AT-3(1) 
DB-2{1)   DB-2B(1)   DB-2C(1)   DB-503  (1)   DT-l(l)  DT-2(1) 
DIA(l) 

+CSA  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

+CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 


MCN«82075/01525       TOR«82075/ 1020Z        TAD-82075/ 10272  CDSN«MIA167 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOJNT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

iRTTSZyUW  RUEKJCS9'«'«1  1052155 
ROUTINE 

R  I52155Z  APR  82 

fM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0I-E2// 

TO      CIA  WASHINGTON  OC//000/EA/VLK// 


isUBJ:     VN  REFUGEES  IN  PRC 

REF:     TFi FrnNBETWEEn  MR.  JOHN  BOLDIN   (DOO/EA/VLK)   AND  MR.  R. 
'^AL^sr      (0IA/DI-E2),   ll»  APR  82.  SAB 

1.  .  AS  NOTED  IN  REF  TELECON,  ON  15  APR  82  DIA/0I-E2  TRANS- 
MITTED TO  YOU  UNDER  SEPARATE  COVER  A  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  '7>9Mfc< 

C,V  AND  OTHER  PERSONS  WHO  ACCOMPANIED  S  e.  TO  THE 

PRC  ON  30  SEP  bl.     ACCOMPANYING  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  WERE  COPIES  OF  A 
NUMBER  OF  DOCUMENTS  PERTAINING  TO  BAU  AND  OTHER  PERSONS  IN  HIS  GROUP. 

2.  REQUEST  THAT  YOU  OBTAIN  DS  2209 ' SCOMMENTSREGARD I NG 
THE  PHOTOGRAPHS  AND  DOCUMENTS;  PARTICULARLY  THOSE  DOCUMENTS  ISSUED 
BY  THE  BO  NO  I  VU   (MO  I)   TO  BAU,  AND  TO  H I S  BROTHER  ^am^ 
(DOCUMENTS  REGARDING  RE-EDUCATION). 

^.  TRANSMIT  RESPONSES  TO  OUR  NEW  ADDRESS:     D I A//D I -E2//. 

BT 


dION  Dl-E2(l) 

HFO      NMICd)  OIA(I) 


(0.6.F) 
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PACE   I  OF  1 
I521SSZ  APR  82 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS3809  0780230 
ROUTINE 

R  I9023OZ  MAR  82 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//OI-7C// 

TO      USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO/, 

AMCONGEN  GUANGZHOU 

BT 


SUBJ:     DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEES 

REFS:     A.     USDAO  BEIJING  MSG  DTG  l6oq^t,z  MAR  82.  SUBJ:     DEBRIEF  OF 
VN  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 
B.     DAO  LTR  C-0'«6-82,  2k  FEB  82   (NOTAL)  . 
COPIES  OF  REQUESTED  DOCUMENTS  ARE  BEING  MAILED  19  MAR  82. 
BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (D.6,7,8.F) 
INFO      CAO(I)   NMIC(l)   0S-3B(1)   AT(1)   DB-2(1)  DB-2B(1) 
DB-2C{1)   DB-5D3(0  DIA(l) 


MCN=82078/00410       TOR-e2078/0220Z        TAD«e2078/0236Z  CDSN»MIA199 
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OnCIYW  MWPWSOS  0710722  />/KM  WO  LISTED 

DMEDIATE  ^/t^6     AS  A  NEPHEW.  BUT  DID  NOT  LIST  EITHER  Of 

0  120716Z  MM  S2  fftlp  PARENTS  AS  HER  SIBLINGS 

6.WE  HAVE  NO  RECORD  Of    /tZ/WKg'  (F)  OR  yi/i4nfe 
FN  NtENBASST  SINGAPORE  . 

IHATER 

TO    USOAO  BEIJING  CH  IMIEDIATE  BT 
DIA  MSHIHGTCN  DC//AI-7C  INNEOIATE 

USOAO  BANGUX  TH  PRIORITY  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  PRIORITY 

USOAO  MANILA  RP  PRIORITY  USOAO  tUAU  LIMPUR  HY  PRIORITY 

USOlO  HONG  tONG  PRIORITY 

INFO  ANENBASSY  OHAHA  03S2  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI/J2/JJ/J36 

SECSTATE  VASHOC  2520  SECOEF  VASHOC/OASO/ISA/PV  NIA 

CIA  NASHDC/OOO/EAVLK 

n 

SINGAPORE  02S0S 
nON  OFFICE  FOR  REFUGEES  IN  IKXMESIA  AND  SINGAPORE 

E.O.  1200S:  CDS  3/12/82  (THAYER.  HARRY  E.T.)  OB-M  *    •  - 

TAGS:  SREF 

SUBJEH:  DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFEHORS/ESCAPEES 

»  - 

REF:  USOAO  BEIJING  CH  027)9  (NOTAL) 


2.  irrnrrirr  MNGAPORE/IHOOUESU  CAK  FIND  NO  INFOWATIOH 
01  /V/me  FEMALE.  0P06  194B  CAK  THO.  WIFE  Of  SOURCE 
NIA  2  REFTEL. 

J.  PARA  J  REFTEL  ARRIVED  INDONESIA  MAY  19. 

19S1.  HE  WAS  ACCEPTED  BY  CANADA  ON  16  NOVEMBER.  19(1  AND 
DEPARTED  TO  THAT  COUNTRY  ON  14  JANUARY.  « 
INCLUDED  W  «       FIRST  COUSIN  >V/V»fc 

FILE  WI«ER  -'t'/'JJ^d  USTEO  HIS  0P06  AS  26  JUNE. 
1162.  SAIGON.  RATHER  THAN  DPOS  19S9  HANOI  IN  REFTEL. 

4.  /VA^e  i.ISTS  HIS  MOTHER.  .  ON 
NIS  FANIiY  DFIATIONSHIP  FORM  AS  A  WORKER.  DPOC  1942. 
SAIGON,  i  IS  LISTED  AS  HIS  OLDER  BROTHER 

OPOB  1936.  SAIGON.  ENGINEER.  SERVING  IK  RE-EO  CAMP 
THAW  HHA  Hf  AL.V  LISTS  THE  FOLLOWING  FAMILY  MEMBERS: 
FATHER  ^■^t  e       0P06  1908  OA  NANG  (NOW  IN  SAIGON) 
MOTHER,  rwOB  1913  SAIGON  (NOW  IN  SAIGON) 

SISTER.     jr^e  DPOB  1950  SAIGON  (IN  VN) 

SISTER.  .   yf^m^e      DP06  19S3  SAIGON  (IN  VNI 
mCLE  (HUSBAND  OF  MOTHER'S  SISTERi     /^Amir  NO  DPOB. 
IN  U.S.  AT  ADDRESS  PARA  i. 

S  ON  21  SEPTEMBER  81  Wf  RFCriVED  AN  AFFIDAVIT  OF 
REUTIONSHIP  FROM  >(/A7*f^FI  DPOB  30  DEC  192S 
VIETNAM.  CURRENTLY  RESIDING  AT  i:  ^^-TA- 


KTION  DIA(l)  (M) 
INFO    J3(S)  USDP(IS)  CJCS:(1)  CJCS(3)  0JS(2)  SJCS(l) 
NIDS(l)  J3:NMCC(1)  J4(4)  JS(2l  C3S(S)  PJDB(l) 
SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF(7)  US0RE:n(10t  AS0:PA(1)  DI-2(1) 
DI-S(l)  DI-7C(1)  WlCd)  0S(1)  0S-3B(1)  SWS(l) 
DC-4(1)  0C-4B(1)  AT(1)  AT-X(l)  010(1)  VP-A2  FRO(l) 
DE(1)  DB-2(1)  D6-2B(1)  DB-2C(1)  06-38(2)  D6-4A(1) 
DB-SD(l)  06-503(1)  DT-1(1»  DT-2(1I  OIA(l) 

«CSA  WASHINGTON  K 

«CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

«CSAF  WASHINGTON  K 

*CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTER 


LIAISON  OFFICE 
AMERICAN  EMBASSY 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96346 


FROM:  JCRC-LNB 


4  March  1982 


SUBJ:    Letter  of  Transmittal,  "Doodled"  Sketch. 

TO:    Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
Attn:  DI-7C 
Washington,  DC  20301 

1.  Please  refer  to  : 

a.  USDAO  BIEJING  message,  DTG  23081 IZ  FEB  82. 

b.  DIA/DI-7C  message,  DTG  020120Z  MAR  82. 

c.  USDAO  BANGKOK  message,  DTG  0A0421Z  MAR  82. 

2.  Attached  is  a  paper  on  which    ^^u^c^  scrawled  some  lines 
while  discussing  a  detention  facility  in  Hanoi  which  had  been  described 
to  him  by  others.    The  notes  on  the  paper  were  added  by  the  interviewer 
in  an  attempt  to  explain  what  was  being  discussed  as  Loi  was  producing 
the  sketch. 


Atch: 
Sketch 


Cy  to: 
HQ  JCRC 
USDAO  Beijing 
USDLO  Hong  Kong 


JCRC  Liaison  Officer 


1 
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nT^«nV\  CftwN  ^9*^ 
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1^ 


old  WptfSc 


0. 


\  J 


60-642  -  93  -  14 
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f/j' 


■Jo>^  To  HA  6i»-j  Pro*  ■^^♦^  ^/V/"""*'^ 
p>>^W«C( I'AC.   Ai'r-  ^f*^  6-r»»/*«^  ay  ^f»»^ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 


ROUTINE 

R  2911»27Z  AUG  85 
FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 
TO      USOAO  BEIJING  CH 
INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


ZYUW  RUEKJCS3OO5  2Jt22257 


JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 


CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//ODO/EA/VCL// 
USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 
SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//OASD- I SA/PW-MI A// 


21.028/DC-2 
SUBJ:     VM  REFUGEE   IN  MACAO 

REFS:     A.     DIA/DC-2  MSG  2517IOZ  JUN  85.  SAB 

B.     USDAO  BEIJING  MSG  181000Z  JUL  85.  SAB 

1.  REF  A  REQUESTED  YOUR  OFFICE  BE  ALERT  TO  ANY 
CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  VM  REFUGEE    -^cMr^^  PRESENTLY  LOCATED  IN 
MACAO.     REF  B  REPORTED  LETTER  FROM  BAO  RECEIVED  AT  YOUR  OFFICE  AND 
WOULD  BE  FORWARDED  TO  DC-2. 

2.  REFERENCED  LETTER  DATED  3  JUL  85  ARRIVED  AT  DC-2; 
HOWEVER,  WE  DO  NOT  BELIEVE  THAT  THE  SOURCF  OF  THE  LETTER  IS 

THE  LETTER  WRITER  INTRODUCES  HIMSELF  AS      M/^H^g  WHO  CLAIMS  TO 

BE  TEMPORARILY  LIVING  IN  THE  FANG  CHENG  REFUGEE  CENTER  IN  THE  PRC. 
HE  ALSO  CLAIMS  TO  BE  A  FORMER  GRADUATE  OF  THE  SECURITY  OFFICER 
DEPARTMENT   (LIKELY  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  SERVICE)    IN  1979-  THE 
BIOGRAPHIC  DATA  PROVIDED  BY   So    WHO  ALSO  CLAIMS  TO  BE  A  PSS 
GRADUATE,  DOES  NOT  MATCH  THE  LIMITED  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  fJ 
IT  APPEARS,  THEREFORE,  THAT  THE  LETTER  SENT  TO  DC-2  DID  NOT 
ORIGINATE  FROM         WHO  AS  OF  THE  DATE  OF  THE  LETTER  WAS   IN  MACAO. 

3.  REQUEST  YOU  REVIEW  YOUR  FILES  FOR  ANY  CORRESPONDENCE  FROM 
'  'Scv.ri-e.  WHICH  SHOULD  HAVE  ORIGINATED  FROM  THE  ISLAND  OF  TAIPA, 
MACAU. 

1».  REQUEST  YOU  ALSO  ADVISE  DC-2  OF  YOUR  ABILITY  TO  CONTACT 

AND  INTERVIEW  VM  REFUGEE      Sit^mn^        WHO  INDICATED  IN  HIS  LETTER 
THAT  HE  HAS  INFORMATION  REGARDING  U.S.  PW'S  BEING  HELD  IN  SECRET. 
CAMPS  IN  VIETNAM.     IN  THE  EVENT  YOUR  OFFICE  CAN  INTERVIEW  V 
REQUEST  FULL  DETAILS  OF  HIS  KNOWLEDGE  OF  U.S.  PW'S  TO  INCLUDE  NAMES. 
PLACES,  DATES  AND  DETAILED  SKETCHES  OF  THE  AREAS  IN  WHICH  THEY  ARE 
ALLEGEDLY  HELD.     ALSO  OF   IMPORTANCE   IS  COMPLETE  BIOGRAPHIC  DATA  ON 

5.  POC  AT  DIA/DC-2  IS  RICHARD  CONOBOY.  BT 


INFO      USDP:ISA(1)  USDP:MIA(1)  CJCS        J3(8)  NIDS(l)  Jl»  (1.) 
J5(2)  CMB  QCd)  JSOA(I)   SECDEF:  (1)  SECDEF  (9) 
USDP(ll)  ASD:PA(1)  USDP:  OSAA  (M  NMIC(1)  V0(1)  AT3(1) 
AT-3(1)   DB-2(1)   DB-2B(1)  DIA(l) 
+SAFE 


58 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 


ROUTINE 

R  181000Z  JUL  83 
FM  USDAO  BEIJING  CH 
TO      DIA  WASH0C//DC-2// 
INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


ZYUW  RUEHBJA667O  1991000 


JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 


CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 
SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
CIA  WASHDC//DDO/EA/VCL// 

BEIJING  CH  16670 


DC-2  FOR  RICHARD  CONOBOY 
CITE  1119/505-2 

SUBJ:    VN  REFUGEE  IN  nACAU 
REF:      DIA/DC-2/  251701Z  JUN  b5 

1.  LETTER   (ORIG)   FROM  VN  REFUGEE  Source. 
HAS  BEEN  RECEIVED  BY  OAO  BEIJING.     COPY  HAILED 

TODAY  TO  DIA/DC-2/  (PW/MIA  DIVISION). 

2.  BRIEFLY,      ^o^tc-Z.        CLAIMS  HE  WAS  A 

FORMER  SECURITY  OFFICER   (FM  JUL79)   UNTIL  HIS  ARREST.  ^  - 

INTERNMENT,  AND  EVENTUAL  ESCAPE.     HE  ASSERTS  THAT  HE  HAS 

SEEN  ONE  AMERICAN  POW  STILL  IMPRISONED  AND  KNOHS  OF 

OTHERS  INTERRED  IN    SECRET  CAMPS  WITHIN  VIETNAM.  IN 

ADDITION,  HE  WISHES  TO    COLLABORATE  IN     IDENTIFYING  THE 

"VIETNAMESE  SPY  ORGANIZATION  THAT  HAS  SENT  AGENTS  ABROAD 

AS  REFUGEES  BEGINNING  IN  1975-" 

3.  UNORDIR,  WILL  RETAIN  ORIG  OF  LETTER  ON 


STATION. 


0C-2(2)  (U,P,6,7,8,F) 
CJCS        J3(8)  NIDS(I)  Jit  (it)  J5(2)  CHS  QC(I)  JS0A(1) 
SECDEF:  (1)  SECDEF  (9)  USOP(n)  ASD:PA(I)  US0P:DSAA  (M 
NMIC(I)  AT-3(1)  AT-IOD(I)  DB-2(1)  DB-2B(1)  DB-2C(1) 
DB-2C2(1)  DB-ltCI(l)  DB-ltD3(1)  DIA(1)  DC-<tA3(1) 


+SAFE 
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01 


laibO^lZ     AUG    fiS  RR 


DIA  UASHINCTON  DC//DC-S// 
JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
INFO      CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  POINT  HI 

CIA  WASHINGTON  DCZ/DDO/EA/VCL// 
AttEHB  KUALA  LUMPUR  HY 
USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EnR// 

20-.in/I>C-2 
SUBJ:     REflUEST  FOR  INTERVIEW 

REFS:     A.     USDAO  BEIJING  HSG  DTG  lEObEAZ  HAR  fi2 

B.  DIA/DC-2  nSG  DTG  OllfiOlZ  AUG  fiS 

C.  JCRC  LNB  nSG  DTG  OSOSMQZ  AUG  flS,  SUBJ:   JCRC  REPORT  HaS-DSl 
1.  REF  A  nSG  FORWARDED  RESULTS  OF  THE  DEBRIEFING  OF 
PASSENGERS  AND  CREW  ON  BOARD  A  UH-IH  HELICOPTER  WHICH  FLED  FROM. 
VIETNAM  -CSRV}  TO  THE  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA  iPRO  IN  SEP  fll  AND 
WERE  INTERVIEWED  BY  JCRC  IN  EARLY  nfl2.     THE  MSG  INCLUDED  STATEMENTS 
FROM    S&urcc  CONCERNING  HEARSAY  OF  U.S.  PWS  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE 
OBTAINED  FROM  FORMER  COMMANDOS  WHILE  ON  PW  WORK  DETAILS  WITH  THEM  AT 
(JUYET  TIEN  PRISON-.  SRV-,  IN  LATE  n77/EARLY  n7a.     REF  B  FORWARDEJ) 
DIA/NMIC/VO/DC-2 


COL 


420 


OS  RR  . 

RESULTS  OF  THE  RECENT  PIA/DC-2  INTERVIEy  OF  THREE  FORHER  OPS  3MA 

connANDOS,  one  of  ynon  uas  inPRisoNED  at  auyet  tien  prison  in  n7ft 

yiTH  THE  CONTINGENT  OF  FORHER  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAH  ARHED  FORCES 
{RVNAF>  PUS.     REF  B  ALSO  INCLUDED  INFORHATION  FROH  FORHER  OPS  3MA 

connANDO     y^f>ic      uho  stated  that    ?oi.<-c<-       yAS  a  forher 

CIVIL  ADniNISTRATOR  yiTH  THE  FORMER  GOVERNHENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF 
VIETNAM  -CGVN}  ACCORDING  TO  STATEMENTS  HE  HADE  TO  HIM  AND  OTHER 
INMATES  yniLE  AT  (3UYET  TIEN.     {DC-2  COMMENT:     AS  NOTED  IN  REF  B*. 
/t^/^t  REVIEyED  A  PHOTOGRAPH  DEPICTING  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INTERVIEUED  IN 

naa  at  beijing,  prc,  and  claiming  to  be     'icurc  ^  ^am^ 

STATED  THAT  THE  INDIVIDUAL  HE  OBSERVED  IN  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  APPEARED  TO 
BE  ._^tnLA»^ce.  AS  REPORTED  IN  REF  A,        <,cx^rc  <;_       STATED  TO 

INTERVIEUERS  IN  BEIJING  THAT  HE  IS  A  FORMER  PRIVATE  CIVILIAN 
CONTRACTOR.}     REF  C  FORUARDED  THE  RESULTS  OF  JCRC  INTERVIEU  OF  /^^i€ 

y^/Tfri^  ,  FORMER  GVN  FINANCE  MINISTRY  EMPLOYEE  DETAINED  AT  (2UYET  TIEN 
IN  1177-7fi-.  AND  INTERVIEUED  AT  PULAU  BIDONG-  MY-.  ON  11  JUN  fiS.  REF  C 
SUGGESTS  yi'A'n-c  IS  KNOWLEDGEABLE  CONCERNING  THE  IDENTITY  OF 

GVN/RVNAF  PERSONNEL  IMPRISONED  WITH  COMMANDOS  AT  flUYEt  TIEN  IN 

n77-7a. 

2.  REflUEST   A'.^rnC    BE  REINTERVIEUED  CONCERNING  THE  FOLLOWING 


f 
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03  03  RR 

ASPECTS  OF  HIS  DETENTION  AT  flUYET  TIEN  PRISON: 

A.  MHAT  MAS  THE  FUNCTION  OF  flUYET  TIEN  PRISON  WHILE  HE  UAS 
DETAINED  THEREf 

B.  FROM  UHICH  PRISONS  HAD  THE  RVNAF/GVN  PRISONERS  COHE  FROn  TO 
flUYET  TIENf    MHY  DID  THEY  LEAVE  WHEN  THEY  DIDf 

C     DETERtllNE  SOURCE'S  KN0ULED6EABILITY  OF  THE  BACKGROUND  OF 
^curc^  ^ND  HIS  REEDUCATION  CAHP  CHRONOLOGY.     DETERHINE  THROUGH 

PHOTOGRAPH  IDENTIFICATION  IF  THE  INDIVIDUAL  UHO  HAS  IDENTIFIED 
HinSELF  TO  JCRC  AT  BEIJING  IS  IN  FACT     ^c  c^rc-e  IF*  SO,  UHEN  AND 

UNDER  WHAT  CIRCUnSTANCES  UAS     'icurcc  RELEASED  FROH  tTTaNH  CAM  PRISONf 
D.     UHAT  accounts  CONCERNING  THE  INCARCERATION  OF  THE  COttttANDOS 
DID    <.C'U.ce    HEAR  WHILE  AT  flUYET  TIENf    WERE  THE  COttttANDOS  SAID  TO 
HAVE  BEEN  IHPRISONED  UITH  AHERICANSf    IF  SO,  TO  WHOM  CAN  THESE 
REnARKS  BE  ATTRIBUTEDf     UHO  AHONG  THE  GVN/RVNAF  P.U  CONTINGENT  HAD 
CONTACT  UITH  THE  COttHANDOSf 

3.  DC-2  COnnENT:     REF  B  ALSO  PROVIDES  BACKGROUND  ON  THE  FUNCTION 

OF  THE  flUYET  TIEN  PRISON  DURING  1177-76  AS  OBTAINED  .FROH  xT^-*^ 

M.  POC  IN  DIA/DC-S  IS  SEDGUICK  TOURISON. 
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PAGE  0065 

NSGMO     116  (PCXX)  •09/05/85*  •06:23:29.7.9* 

ZCZC    11:21:21Z  (PC) 

RTTCZYUV  ROEKJCS3360  2480912-  t-ROEALCZ. 
ZNT 

R  050912Z  SEP  85 

FN  JCS  HASHmGTOIf  DC  ' 

INFO  RDEALGZ/SAFB 

R  050851Z  SEP  85 

FN  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  ROEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  rc//DC-2// 

INFO  RDHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

ROBOBQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

ROEKJCS/SECDEF  VASHDC//OASD-ISA/PV-NIA// 

RUERBJ/USDAO  BEIJING 

RUNJNG/USXO  HONG  KONG 

RDEAIIA/CIA  NASHDC//D0O/EA/Va// 

BT 

BZ1:  _ 
LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  53360 

EZ2: 

CITE:    3551  SEP  85.  *  • 

SUBJ:    VN  REFUGEE 

REF:    A.    USDAO  BEIJING  MSG  DTG  181000Z  JUL  85 
B.    DIA/TC-2  MSG  DTG  291427Z  AUG  85 

1.  REFS  A  AND  B  PERTAINED  TO  ?N  REFUGEE  <^u.rc* 
'he   FORHERLT  IN  REFUGEE  STATUS  IN  THE  PRC  VHO  UTER 

FLED  TO  MACAU  AND  CUIMED  TO  HA?E  HRITTEN  A  LETTER  CON- 
TAINING POV/MIA  INFO  TO  US  EMBASSY  BEIJING. 

2.  DURING  RECENT  INTER?IEV  TRIP  TO  MACAU  ON  31 
AUGUST  1985  JCRC  REP  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE  AND  REINTERf  IBH 
<>C  CONCERNING  HIS  ALLEGED  INFORMATION  BUT  WAS  INFORMED 
BT  CAMP  MANAGER  OF  KABO  REFUGEE  CAMP  THAT  6CAND  THE 
OTHER  REFUGEES  HBO  VBRE  BEING  HELD  IN  THE  POLICE  DETENTION 
AREA  HAfE  ALL  BEEN  REPATRIATED  BACK  TO  THE  PNC,  CURRENT 
HBEREABOUTS  UNKNOHN.  «. 


BT 

#3360 
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OCX 

i 

HSGNO      54  (PCXX)  •08/05/85*  ^OO: 1 1 :28. 1 .0* 

ZCZC  05:10:20Z  (PC) 

RTTCZYUV  RUEKJCS6235  2170246-.  -KmUSl. 
ZNY 

R  0502462  AUG  85 

FM  JCS  VASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  050240Z  AUG  85 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

INFO  RUHOHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

ruekjcs/l;a  VASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  VASHDC//OASD-ISA/PH-MIA// 

BT 

EZ1: 

SECTION  01  OF  02  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  46235 
EZ2:  — 
CITE:  3472  AUG  85  -  ' 

SUBJ:    JCRC  REPORT  N85-051,  PLANS  TO  SMUGGLE  REMAINS  0^ 

FOUR  AMERICANS  OUT  OF  VIETNAM 
REF:    A.    JCRC  MSG  RPT  M85-050,  DTG  310712  JUL  85  (BY 
-     SAME  SOURCE) 

B.  JCRC  RPT  M85-052 

C.  JCRC  LTR  RPT  T85-1$3»-DXQ-JlMAY  85 

1.  >    SOURCE.    NAME:     Sec^rc±_  ^  DPOB: 

THAI  BINH;  FORMER  EHPL07EE~AT  THE  RTN  FINANCE  MINIS- 
TRY, GENERAL  OFFICE  OF  TAXES  ON  NGUYEN  VAN  TROI  ST;  PRESENT 
LOCATION:    S  PULAU  BIDONG  REFUGEE  CAMP, 

MALAYSIA;  ID  DATA:      <,D  DOI:    30  APRIL  1985;  INTER- 

VIEWED BY:    THOMAS  R.  MCKAY,  CH2,  USA;  DATE  OF  INTERVIEW: 
11  JUNE  85;  OTHER:    SOURCE  DEPARTED  VIETNAM  ON  1  MAY  1985. 
HIS  FINAL  ADDRESS  IN  VIETNAM  WAS     <g  P 

PHU  NHUAN  DISTRICT,    HCMC  AND  HE  HAS  TWO  SONS  AND 
THREE  DAUGHTERS  LIVING  AT  .  **** 

2.  SUMMARY.    SOURCE  PROVIDES  HEARSAY  INFORMATION  OF 
THE  REMAINS  OF  FOUR  AMERICANS  AND  HIS  WORK  IN  PLANNING  TO 
SMUGGLE  PORTIONS  OF  THESE  REMAINS  OUT  OF  VIETNAM.    HE  ALSO 
PROVIDES  LIMITED  INFORMATION  OF  QUYET  TIEN  PRISON  AND  COM- 
MANDOS AND  POLITICAL  INMATES  WITH  WHOM  HE  WAS  HELD  IN  THE 
FACILITY.    END  OF  SUMMARY. 

3.  INFORMATION.    THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  WAS  RE- 
LATED BY  SOURCE  TO  INTERVIEWER  AS  FACT.    IN  MID-APRIL  1985, 
SOURCE  MET  FORMER  FELLOW  RE-EDUCATION  INMATE 

^w/MC  (ADDRESS  UNKNOWN)  AT  SOURCE'S  HOME  AT  D/JTA 

1>A  -y\  PHU  NHUAN  DISTRICT,  HCMC,  DURING  WHICH 

VISIT  ^MPie  RELATED  TO  HIM  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION.  DUE 
TO  HAVING  HEARD  A  RUMOR  THAT  IF  SOMEONE  POSSESSES  INFORMA- 
TION OF  MISSING  AMERICANS  THEY  CAN  OBTAIN  ASSISTANCE  IN 
LEAVING  VIETNAM  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR  THE  INFORMATION,  /^^e 
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BEGAN  TO  SEARCH  FOR  INFORMATION  OF  HISSING  AMERICANS. 
A^Ani^  SHARED  HIS  INFORMATION  WITH  SOURCE  IN  ORDER  TO  OB- 
TAIN SOURCE'S  HELP  IN  GETTING  THE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  US 
GOVERNMENT.     f^^f^^  GAVE  SOURCE  FX)UR  DOG  TAGS  AND  FOUR 
MOLARS  AND  ALLOWED  SOURCE  TO  VIEW  A  POTTERY  URN  WHICH  WAS 
FULL  OF  WHAT  HE  CLAIMED  WERE  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  ~ 
DOG  TAGS.    SOURCE  RECALLED  LOOKING  INTO  THE  URN  AND  SEE> 
ING  AN  ASSORTMENT  OF  REMAINS  WHICH  WERE  WHITE  IN  COLOR 
AND  DID  NOT  APPEAR  TO  BE  BROKEN  UP.    />H«C  TOLD  SOURCE 
THAT  THE  REMAINS  HAD  BEEN  DISCOVERED  IN  THE  BAN  ME  THUOT 
AREA  BY  HIMSELF,  A  MAN  NAME.  /^tr^€        [ADDRESS  NOT  RE- 
LATED TO  SOURCE)  AND  ONE  OTHER  INDIVIDUAL  (NOT  IDENTIFIED) 
AND  THAT  ALL  FOUR  REMAINS  HAD  COME  FROM  THE  SAME  GENERAL 
AREA.    NOTHING  MORE  CONCERNING  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DIS- 
COVERY WAS  RELATED  TO  SOURCE. 

4.  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  WEEK  LATER,  SOURCE  WROTE  THE 

INFORMATION  FROM  THE  FOUR  DOG  TAGS  ON  THE  INTERIOR  OF 
A  CLOTHING  GARMENT  OF  A  CHILD  OF  A  WOMAN  NAMED  -  - 

(FULL  NAME  NOT  RECALLED)  WHO  WAS  SOON  TO  DEPART  VIETNAM  " 
UNDER  THE  ORDERLY  DEPARTURE  PROGRAM  TO  RESETTLE  POSSIBMC  ■ 
IN  CALIFORNIA.    SOURCE  RECALLED  THE  WOMAN  WAS  TRAVELLING 
ONLY  WITH  HER  TWO  CHILDREN  AND  WENT  TO  BANGKOK  ON  19  MAY 
1985.     ^^>y^^  WAS  NOT  GIVEN  THE  TEETH  BUT  SHE  DID  AGREE 
TO  PASS  THE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  USG.    THE  PLAN  WAS  FOR 
TRANG  TO  REPORT  THE  INFORMATION  AND  TO  FIND  OUT  IF  ANY  OF 
THE  FOUR  NAMES  WERE  ACTUALLY  MISSING  AMERICANS,  AND  IF 
THEY  WERE,  SHE  WAS  TO  WRITE  TO  SOURCE'S  BROTHER, 

AND  SOURCE'S  DAUGHTER,  LIVING  AT 

T)/^T/^  'X>A7A  WHO  WERE  TO 

WRITE  BACK  TO  SOURCE  IN  VIETNAM,  WHEREUPON  HE  WOULD  CON- 
TACT THE  WIFE  OF  tMir/t'(STILL  LIVING  AT  POSSIBLY  HOUSE 
NUMBER       2)/lTA  i  KHANH  HOI,  DISTRICT  4, 

HCMC)  WHO  IS  ALSO  AN  ODP  APPLICANT.    SHE  WOULD  THEN  PRE- 
PARE A  LACQUER-WARE  PICTURE  BY  DRILLING  OUT  FOUR  HOLES  IN  ^ 
WHICH  TO  SMUGGLE  OUT  THE  FOUR  MOLARS.    SOURCE  THEN  HAD  THE 
CHANCE  TO  ESCAPE  FROM  VIETNAM  AND  TURNED  OVER  HIS  RESPON- 
SIBILITY TO  HIS  BROTHER-IN-LAW,      /i//t7«fc  OFd/\ta 
'D/\TA  ,  WARD  8,  TAN  BINH  DISTRICT,  HCMC. 

SOURCE  THEN  RETURNED  THE  FOUR  MOLARS  TO   )J(,nl.  SOURCE 
RECALLED  Hm£     MOTIVATION  FOR  ASSISTING  HAVING  BEEN 
BASED  ON  HER  DESIRE  FOR  HER  PARENTS  TO  LEAVE  VIETNAM  WHEN 
THE  US  RETURNED  TO  BRING  OUT  THE  REMAINS.    SOURCE  DID  NOT 
RECALL  ANY  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  DOG  TAGS.    SOURCE  RE- 
QUESTED INTERVIEWER  PROVIDE  HIM  WITH  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE 
DOG  TAG  INFORMATION  INVESTIGATION  (WHETHER  OR  NOT  ACTUAL  . 
MIA  CASES). 

5.  NOTE:    REF  C  REPORTED  THE  RESULTS  OF  JCRC  INTER- 
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EZ1: 

SECTION  02  OF  02  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TR  46235 
EZ2:  -  . 

CITE:  3472  AUG  85 

SUBJ:    JCRC  REPORT  H85-051,  PLANS  TO  SMUGGLE  REMAINS  01^  . 
ilEW  WITH  ODP  APPLICANT  WHO  REPORTS 

DOG  TAG  INFORMATION  OF  FOUR  INDIVIDUALS  WHICH  SHE  CLAIMED 
HAS  PASSED  TO  HER  BY  A  MAN  NAMED  /V/f^^'t-WHO  LIVED  AT  DATA 
'DA~rA  ,  HCMC. 

6.  SOURCE  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  CON- 
CERNING QUYET  TIEN  PRISON.    THE  QUYET  TIEN  PRISON  CAMP 
WAS  LOCATED  NEAR  QUYET  TIEN  (V),  MEO  VAC  (D),  HA  TUYEN 
(P)  AND  WAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  TOP  OF  A  MOUNTAIN  OF  1147 
METERS  ELEVATION.    THE  CAMP  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  FOUR. KILO- 
METERS FROM  THE  CHINESE/VIETNAMESE  BORDER  (AS  THE  CROW 
FLIES).    SOURCE  RECALLED  THERE  WAS  ONLY  ONE  ROAD  LEADING 
INTO  THE  CAMP  WHICH  WAS  BORDERED  ON  BOTH  SIDES  BY  A  TALL 
MOUNTAIN,  GIVING  THE  APPEARANCE  TO  ONE  WHO  ENTERED  THE 
AREA  THAT  HE  WAS  PASSING  THROUGH  A  GIANT  GATE,  HENCE  THE 
CAMP  NICKNAME  "CONG  TROI",  MEANING  GATE  TO  THE  SKY.  . 

7.  SOURCE  WAS  HELD  IN  QUYET  TIEN  FROM  25  DECEMBER - 
1977  UNTIL  HIS  TRANSFER  TO  THANH  CAM  90A  IN  AUGUST  1978.' 
THE  CAMP  COMMANDER  WAS  CAPTAIN  LANG  WHO  WAS  APPROX  40-45 
TOA  AT  THAT  TIME.    THE  MAJORITY  OF  THE  CAMP  CADRE  WERE 
PEOPLE  FROM  THE  TAY,  THAI  AND  MEO  ETHNIC  MINORITIES. 
SOURCE  WAS  HELD  WITH  APPROX  15-16  COMMANDOS,  SOME  OF  WHOM 
HE  HAS  FORGOTTEN  THEIR  NAMES,  BUT  HE  DID  RECALL  THE 
FOLLOWING  COMMANDOS: 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  LUYEN,  CAPTAIN,  TEAM  LEADER,  DATE  OF  CAP- 
TURE:   1961,  APPROX  52-53  XOA; 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  HINH,  2LT,  CAPTURED  IN  I963,  APPROX  45  YOA; 

-  KHOAN,  SGT,  CAPTURED  IN  1962,  APPROX  45  YOA; 

-  TAM,  SGT,  APPROX  50; 

-  TO,  SGT,  APPROX  50  YOA; 

-  THANH,  SGT,  APPROX  42  YOA; 

-  THANG,  SGT,  APPROX  50  YOA;  - 
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-  TUNG,  SGT,  APPROX  40  YOA; 

-  HIMH,  SGT,  APPROI  50  YOA; 

-  DINH,  SGT,  APPROZ  40  YOA; 

-  THUY,  SGT,  APPROX  42-45  YOA; 

-  QUANG,  SGT,  APPROX  40  YOA. 

JCRC  NOTE:    ALL  ABOVE  AGES  WERE  OOHPUTED  BY  SOURCE  AS 
PRESENT  AGE  IN  1985. 

8.  IN  AUGUST  1978,  SOURCE  AND  THE  47  FELLOU  POLITI^ 
CAL  PRISONERS  JOINED  UITH  APPROX  50  COHHANDOS,  BOARDED 
TWO  TFUCKS  AND  VERE  TRANSFERRED.    SOURCE  ONLY  RECALLS 
OOMIKC  TO  AN  INTERSECTION  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL  AT  THANH  CAM 
WHERE  THE  TRUCK  CARRYING  THE  COMMANDOS  SPLIT  OFF  AND  DID 
NOT  GO  TO  THANH  CAM  AS  DID  SOURCE.    SOURCE  HAS  ALLOWED  NO 
CONTACT  WITH  THE  COMMANDOS  WHILE  IN  QUYET  TIEN  BUT  RECALLS 
HEARING  THEY  WERE  HELD  IN  VERY  CROWDED  CELLS  WHICH  RE- 
SULTED IN  THE  DEATH  OF  20  OR  30  OF  THEM.    THE  BODIES  OF 
COMMANDOS  WHO  DIED  IN  QUYET  TIEN  WERE  BURIED  ON  THE  BA  THEN 
HILL  BEHIND  THE  CAMP,  WHICH  WAS  SO-NAMED  AFTER  THE  NAME  OF 
A  LOCAL  ETHNIC  MEO  TRIBESMAN.    SOURCE  ALSO  HEARD  THAT  AX 
THE  TIME  OF  THEIR  TRANSFER,  APPROX  7-8  COMMANDOS  WERE  LEFT  ' 
BEHIND  IN  QUYET  TIEN.    CADRE  EXPLAINED  THEY  WOULD  BE  MOVED 
TO  JOIN  THE  OTHERS  LATER. 

9.  SOURCE  ALSO  RECALLED  THE  NAMES  AND  POSITIONS  OF 
45  C  "POLITICAL"  INMATES  WITH  WHOM  HE  WAS  HELD  IN 
QOY-  .  IIEN  (LIST  TO  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY).    THE  INMATES 
OF  SOURCE'S  ELEMENT  WERE  ALL  ETHNIC  SOUTHERNERS  WHO  HAD 
BEEN  MOVED  SEPARATELY  FROM  SEVERAL  DIFFERENT  CAMPS  IN  THE 
SOUTH.    MANY  OF  THE  GROUP  WERE  FORMER  RVNAF  CAPTAINS  AND 
MAJORS,  BUT  THE  GROUP  ALSO  INCLUDED  CIVILIANS  AND  APPROX 
12  RVNAF  CHAPLAINS.    SOURCE  NEVER  HEARD  OF  A  QUYET  TIEN  A 
OR  B  AS  HAS  BEEN  PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED  AND  STATED  THERE  IS 
ONLY  ONE  QUYET  TIEN  CAMP. 
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ROUTTNF  7YHW   .<l)MTUK  a:^  I  3i  I6a09fl5 

R   1309037  .lUN 

FM   JCRC   LIAISON  RaWGKOK  TH 

TO        OTA   ivASHI^GTOM  nC//nC-2// 

INFO  Cr>H   JCKC   «APbFwS   PT  HI 

USCTlMCPAC   HnUHLllLII   H I  / /J?  /  J  3/ J  3^  /  / 

sEcntF  WASHnc//nsn-TSA/Pvi(-MT A//    riA  HASHocz/nDn/KA/vcL// 

USD  AO  l^FIJI^JG 

StCriUW   ni    LlF   02   LTaTsOiV   ^iAi>)l?KOK   TH  33133 
cite:  33f.2   JII.'M  65. 

SUBJ:      VN   PtFuGEFb    IN  MACAU 

9EF:   USuAli  tjFlJIMG  MSG,    HTG   120b?t37   MA«  fl2,    SUBJ:  DEBRIEF 
OF   V^F^^.•AMe.«!c  OFFFCTuPS/ESCApFtS 

1.  UMivT.vjr,   RtCtNT    INTFPVIEiv    1 'M  P   Ti.i   HnwQ  KljNG/MACAU, 
JCRC   i<FP   l-iP.    bFLL    AGAIN    INQUTWFL)   C'li.Cf^iVTiviG    ALTtSS  TO 
APPkOX    5S   V.g   RFFMbFtS   l^'flO   ARE    RhTwG   HtLi)    1^   ThF  POLICE 
DtTENTIUN    AKFa   U''   ThF    TSLaNO   <)F    TaTHA,    wACAU.      AF  FEW  COM- 
PLFTTfiG   MLiPi'^^ALPcFilGEF    TuTtPV  It^S    IK'   KA'iO   CAMP,  CALOaGiME 
ISLA^^),   .ICC  kFP   .ua  PEwmITIEu   to  visit  ThF  POLICE  uEfEN- 
TION   APEA   WhE*<F   TmFSF   RtFuGtEb   hAVF   ntEr-;   HELD   FuR   OvEiV  A 
YEAR.     UPON  FMTei?ItMG   THE  CA^P  GATt,    OfME  REFUGEE,  FORMER 
PUBLIC   bEC'lKlTY   CAPTA1^'  <^c^^r^^  (PARA 

2,  REF  MSGl,   kPCnGN17tn   ThF   JCRC   RFP   A'JU  riFbAN   TO  PLEAD 
FOR   HELP.  bTATEO    THAT    HE   MaO   AEF.U   pRtSENT    IN  THE 
CAMP   DURING   ThF   ^aRC"    19«b   VTSTT   oY    ThF    JCRC   REP   dUT  HAD 
BEEN   IN   THE   ShOwFR    (COMMENT:      SOURCE   HAD   AMPLE  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  COME  FORWARD  OURINij   THE   MAKCH   VibIT   SINCE    THfc   CAi^lP  IS 
SMALL   AND   ThF   IwTERVItWER   /^^AS  PRESEiJT  FOR  OVER  ONE  HOUR. 
SOURCE   PPOBARLY   Ti\iTfcNUFD   TO  CilNCFAL   H I  <;  PUBLIC  SECURITY 
BACKGROUNli   a*''U   KME'/J  THAT   THt    I NTF R V 1  FijFk   /jOuLU  kFCOGNIZE 
HIM).      SnuRCF    THEN   STATED   THAT   HE    HAO   ntClDtO   TO  V<AIT  FOR 


ACTION  UC-2C*)  (U,7,8,F1 
INFO        CJCSC*J    J3(*J    l-nL)S(*)  JS(*J    CMi3   gC(*)  JSuA(*) 

5FcntF:(*i  ScCijFF(*l  u.snp(**j  uSuRt:iPT(*)  asd:pa(*) 

USDP:OSAAf*)    NMTCf«)    ns-lCl*)    ljS-llJ(*l  DC-aA(*J 
aT-3(*)    AT-t(»ni*)    UTOf*)    0E-,?(*1    Db-2(*)  D6-2fl(*) 
UB-?Cf*>   On-2C2(*">   nn-«4Cl(*)   l>b-'<D^(*)  DB-S03(*) 
UTA(«)  nc-'4A3(*) 
+  bAFF 

TuTAL   CuPlES  REUUIREO 
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THF   ARRIVAL   OF    I  Ht   JCHC   »EP   SI^CF   Ht    HAO   riFA»i;  hPUM  OTHER 
REFUae.FS   THAT    THF   JCRC   t<FP   rtOULU  kFIUkN    TN   APPMIX  TrtREE 
MONTHS.     SOURCE  STATED   IHAT   Ht   rtAIT£l)   TH»tF   MONTHS   AND  THEN 

matlfo  a  letter  to  the  U.S.  Embassy  Im  bfijinu  asking  for 

HELP. 

SOURCE   STATED   THAT    AFTER  HtlNR   TNTEPVTE^EO   IN  THE 
U.S.    EMdASSY   dEI.IIMi;  UN   a   AND   B   MARCH  Ht   rtAS  KETUKNED 

FOR   TEMPORARY   OtTEMTTUN  BY    THE   MINISTRY   np    TH£  INfFRIOR 
IN  BFMING  «H£RE  HE  WAS  DEBRIEFED  BY   THt  UFPUFY  OF  POLI- 
TICAL   SECURITY,    MK.    VunuG    (LNlJ)    APPKOx    5h    YyA.  SUURCE 
STATED   THAT   MR.    VuOiVjR  WAS   PUT    ABLE   TO  SpFAK  VIETNAMESE 
AND   THAT   hF   WaS   DE^RltFtD  RY   HIM    IN   CliTN^SE  MaMQARIn 
WHICH   Sul-IRCE   WAS   aRLF   TU  SPEAK   SINCE   HE   HAD   STUDIED  TmE 
LANGHARt  WHILE   ATTENDING   THE   SRV  PUiiLlC   SECURITY  OFFICER' 
UNIVERSITY    IN   HA   SOu  bliMH    fP)    VIETNAM.      SUURCE   STATED  THA  ^ 
HE   WAS   IJDESTTUMEO   Ctl^^CFR^:iN^,   THE   TOHTC   OF   HIS  INTERVIEW 
AND  C0NCFR^•1^'G   THE  GENERAL  LAYOUT  OF   1  ^E  ii.S.  FsBASSY 
BEIJirvG.      SUURCE   CLaTi^FD   THaT   HE   Pf'OVlDED   NU  INFORMATION 
CONCFRN'INt,    FHt   P«-»YSirAL    LAYOUT    OF   TmF   Ev.RaSSY   OR   ANY  OF 
THF    AMFkTCANS   'Vrtn    TNTtOVTEWED   HI^.      Sul'RCE   CLAIMED  THAT 
HE   REPORTED   Tu  i-P .    VlJUNG    THAT   H£   HAD   PPiJVlDED  O^L  T  IN- 
FORMATIU"   rONCFwNINb  POa/MIA. 

3.  SnuMCF   SJAIED    THAT    SUMETlMt   nURlUG  LATE  mARCH 

19R2,    H£   AND   THE   JTHFR   MFr;fltPS   UF   HJS   CKPljP   WHO  HAD 
STOLEN   A   U.S.    Htl  ICUPTFR   AND   LSCAPEu   Ki^U*^   HANuI    Tu  THE 
PRC  WERfc   MOVFO  EWOM  "ETJING  TO   "LIEU  ChaM"    IN  "ijL'ANG 
TaY"    (POSSIBLY   K'"ANbSl)    PROVIuCE.      SOu^^CF   RECALLED  THAT 
THF    TRIP   FRO'-*  BEIJING   TO  LIEU  CHAU    lOtlK    THREE  DAYS. 
SOURCE   STATED   TnAI    HE   REMATNEU    IN  I IFU  CHaU   UNTIL  LATE 
1983   WHEN   HE   ESCAHFU    10   "TAI    VONG"   ON   ThP  SEACOaSI. 
SOURCE   STATED   THAT   hF   InaS    ABLE   TO  PaY    a   HKlbF   To   A  OOaT 
OWNER    AT    TAI    VONG   AimD   DEPARTED    THE^E   AT   ?t>00   HOURS  UN 
?S    JANUARY    I9tl/l.      Sui'KCt    ARRIVED    IM   N'ACAII   O-V   dl  JANUARY 
I9«a.      SnuPCF   STATFi.)   THaT   HIS  OLDER  BkOTHER 

3^V^tfPARA    ^,    RFF    -iSi,)    AND    HIS    TrtO    Su''-iS    HAD    UEPAkTED  FROM 
LIFU   CHA11   AKPROX   FTvF   MijNTHS   pPin^    ii|  SIiUkCE,  CuRRFnT 
WHFRFaRUUIS   liMKNOwr.'.      SOURCE    STATED    ThAT    ST^Ct    HE  HaD 
LITILE   HOPE   OF   SPhT.ir.   MIS   »-IFt   AGaK.-  HF   HaD    "MARRIEU"  A 
FEMALE   mFmBER  of    the   HFlTCPPTER   EsCAPt   G^ljUP   AN'U  THAT 
She   was   RESIDIMb   >*TIH   HIM    IN   1  HE   MACAO  POLICE  DtTtNTIUN 
CAMP.      SOURCE    ASSlJMtD   THAT    THE   RF^U^NuFrt   OF   THE  GkOuP 
WAS   STILL    RESinir.'ii    [fo  LIFd  CHAU. 

a,  SOURCF    APPEALED   FOw   ASSTSTAWLF    TN  KFSFfTLFMENT 

AND   STATED    |HaT   Ht   IvOuU)  LIKE    TU  GO   Tu  CANAUA    AivD  JuiN 

MCN  =  «5lbfl/n297«.       Ti)P  =  «51b1/09«;{,7       T  Al>  =  a^)  1  7  ft  /  I  b1 0  7  CDSN=0IAS55 
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jrs   MFSSARE  C^MTtQ 


HIS  YUHNRtR  P«Or>«t"  l^iHO  HAD  RhSETTLkO   ThFKF    (SdURCF  WAS 
REFERRING  Tu  Ynu^•l;FW  bRilTHErt      A^A.Vi  £  FORMEKLY 
AT   GALANG,    WHO  ftAS   ABLF   TO  CONCEAL   HIS  bACKGRUUNO   AS  A 
PUBLIC   SFCHRTTY  POLICEMAN  ANP  RESETTLE   TO  CANADA). 
SOURCE   CLAIMFO    m  HAVE   aOUITIONAL    IK'PUWTANT  TNFURKATIQN 
WHICH   H£   HAD   NOT   HRUVintn    IW  tlEIJINv.;.      SOURCE  STATED 
THAT   HE   HAH   FAlLFu    fO  MENTION   THAI    HF   HaO   WURkFO  UN  A 
PROJECT    ItM   HANOI   FOw    THKEt   MOimTHS   OUTING    1<»76    lix  AN 
OFFICE   UN   ThF   <^crUNO  Fl.uOH   uF   A   BUILDING   UNDER    IHt  CONTROL 
OF    THE   NATIUMAL   SCItNCF   CUMMITTEE    (UY   BAN  KHOA   HOC  NHA 
NUOCK      SUUKCt   STATED   TiiAl    DURING   ThE   ThREF   MONIH  PERlOO 
HE    TRANSFEPkEu    IHt   FILFS   F^UM  ThF   FORMEk  bV.^  COMPUTER 
SYSTFM  rtHICH  HAD  CAIFGOKTZFO  nAMF  LISTS  OF    ALL  KFSIuENTS  BT 
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JCi>   NFSSARb  CFMtQ 


ROUT  INF 


7YIIA   KIIMTBKA3133  1640908 


R   1309437   JUN  flb 

FM  JCkC   LIAISON  BANGKOK  Th 

TO        DIA   WASHINGTON  nC//nc-2// 

INFO   CnK   JCKC   HAKdFHS   PT  Hi 

usctwCPAc  iinMnLum  mi //ja/j3/.r36// 

SFCnEF  WASHnc//nbn-TbA/Pt»-MlA//  CIA  WASHDC//nuO/FA/VCL// 
USOAO  bEIJlNli 


SURJ:      VN   RtFuRtFS    IN  MACAU 

IN    THt   KVIM   BY   SUWNAMF   AT    iHfc  DISTkTCT   LEVEL.  SOUi<CE 
STATED   THAT   ThF  DaTA   WAS  FEO  INfO  T/,n  MOPEL  MK24n  (POS- 
SIBLY KM?aoj  cnNPuTEPs  Mncn  HFLOnr^tn  tu  the  national 

SCIENCE  CU'lMlTTtP.  Sul'KCE  STaTEO  That  THE  PPUJECT  M^S 
ll:\inER   THF   SuPE'^VISluN'   r)(:    uP   tJ^HYPf^   THt    T'lNH,    THE  CHIEF 

np  uFPAhjTt^FNT  Kc,  rtro^'uviic  stcuivnY)  (c"c  bAu  ve  kjnh 

TE)    Who   WAS    ACTIMb   CinFF    UF    nt  P  A » 1         T    KH2  (CkllilNAL 
DEPARTMENT)    (C'lC    hT.J^^   Sol    Tu   HI  ACt   '.'F   MG    IPAN  LUNii  xvHO 
HAD   BEEN    TErtPO'APlLY    ASbTb^En   Tij   bHyTuFKM-J   VIETNa".  SOUKCE 
STATEu    THAT   THF   COMPUlFuS   HAD   RcEii   i,<.tO   FyW  ANALYZING 
SIGNALS   TNTELLTGFNCE    (TIMh  dAO   TPtN  KrlONG).      SOURCE   STATED  ' 
THAT    THE  OFFICE  '>'hFKE   TriF  COMPHTFK.S   rtt'^t   LOCATED  rtAS  ON 
TKAN   NHAN   TUNG   STt<FtT    ACPilSS   FPO^   ThE   LEMN   PARk  (Wj 
88P238)    IN   HANOI.      .snuPCF   PECALLFU   TMaT    AiJOTHEP  MtMbER 
OF   KH2   AT    Thai    TIaIF   waS   LTC   Mb"YEN    THANIt,    APPROX  45-50 
YOA   NATIVE   OF   HA^MjI.      SuUxCt   DFSCRTrPD   LTC    THANH   AS  BEING 
SHORT,    SLIM,    ANO   HAVImT,    ft   PARK   cnKPLEXlON.      SOHWCt  RE- 
CALLED   IHaT   LTC   THAiNH   PESIOEO   WITH   mTS    .-vIFE    ANO  OnE 
DAUGHTER    IN   THE   HO    FAY    A^tA   OF    HAl^Ol.      SOURCE  STATED 
THAT    LTC    THANH   MAO   riEEN   SENT    TO   TAY   NiMH   OUWTuG   THE  MID 
19f»0'S    (POSS    l9bS)    ANu   HAO   IvOUKtO   ThFKE  DISPATCHING 
AGENTS    INIO  SAlGf'fv,.      IHaNh   KFTURNED   Tu   kFSIOE    In  HANOI 

ACTION   DC-?(*)  (I,M) 
INFO       CJCS(*)    J"^(*)    NTJS(*)    J4(*)    j5i*)    C^U   uC(*)  JS0A(*) 
SEC0EF:(*1    StroFFf*)    llsnPC**)    uSuPE:  1PT(*T  ASn:PA(*) 
USuP:OSAAf*)    NMTCf*t    ns-lCl*J    iJS-ltif*)  0C-4AC*J 
AT-31*)    AT-10r)(*)    Diuf*)    DE-2C*)    Dii-^f*)  ncl-2B(*) 
DR-?C(«)    nB-2C2(*)   ntJ-4Clf*)   Oi>-4P3(*)  0H-5D3(*) 
01A(*)  nc-4A3f*1 
+  SAFF 
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nePART^'ENT    OF  ntFhNSE 
JCS   MFSSAGI-.  CFwTtR 


SHORTLY    AFTER    "L  THFk  A  f  T  UN "    IN    1975   ACCOKDINli   TO  SOUKCt, 

S.  COMMENT:      THE    INTEHVIEWFK   HAU   ONLY   BRIEF  ACCESS 

TU  SOURCF   SINCE   THE   iNTtRVlEWER  WAS    IlJ   IHh  POLICE  DETEN- 
TION CAMP   WITHOUT   FORMAL    INTFKVIFw   APHRllVAL    WHICH   IS  STILL 
PENUING.      THE    TNTERVTtWtR   WaS   ALLQWEO   ACCtSb   TO   THE  CAMP 
BASEH  ON   A   RFOlltSr   dY   FATHFk   LANCtl.UT   POOkTuUEZ,  THE 
OlRECTOk  OF   rRS-USCC   IM  ^aCAII.      if   formal   APPROVAL  FOR 

Interviewing  is  rkanteo  pwiup  to  the  kFxt  interview  trip. 

The   INTtRVlEWER   HAY   HAVE   ADDITIONAL   OPPORTUNITY   FOR  IN- 
TERVIEW OF   THIS   SOIIKCE.      IM  ThE   INTERI**  HOWtVER,  SOURCE 
AND  ThF  OTHEP   ApPkOx   bS  REFUGEES  CURRENTLY   BFING  HFLD 
MAY   BE   RFPATRIAIFI)    in   ThF  PKC. 

BT 
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SGNO      38  (PCXX)  »07/l8/85»  »07:06:0i|.9.5» 

ZCZC    12:05:01Z  (PC) 

RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS6670  1991010-  -RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

R  181010Z  JUL  85 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  181000Z  JUL  85 

FM  USDAG  BEIJING  CH 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC//DC-2// 

INFO  RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

RUMTBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHDC//DDO/EA/VCL// 


DC-2  FOR  RICHARD  CONOBOY  , 

CITE  1119/505-2 

SUBJ:    VN  REFUGEE  IN  MACAU 

REF:      DIA/DC-2/  251701Z  JUN  85 

1.  LETTER  (ORIG)  FROM  VN  REFUGEE  SC 
EZ2: 

HAS  BEEN  RECEIVED  BY  DAO  BEIJING.    COPY  MAILED 
TODAY  TO  DIA/DC-2/  (PW/MIA  DIVISION). 

2.  BRIEFLY,      ^c-x^rc^      CLAIMS  HE  HAS  A 
FORMER  SECURITY  OFFICER  (FM  JUL79)  UNTIL  HIS  ARREST, 
INTERNMENT,  AND  EVENTUAL  ESCAPE.    HE  ASSERTS  THAT  HE  HAS 
SEEN  ONE  AMERICAN  POW  STILL  IMPRISONED  AND  KNOHS  OF 
OTHERS  INTERRED  IN    SECRET  CAMPS  WITHIN  VIETNAM.  IN 
ADDITION,  HE  WISHES  TO    COLLABORATE  IN    IDENTIFYING  THE 
"VIETNAMESE  SPY  ORGANIZATION  THAT  HAS  SENT  AGENTS  ABROAD 
AS  REFUGEES  BEGINNING  IN  1975." 

3.  UNORDIR,  WILL  RETAIN  ORIG  OF  LETTER  ON 
STATION. 


BT 

#6670 

NNNN 

NNDD 


433 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  .MESSAGE  CENTER 


ROUTINE  ZYUV  njKTBK  4S1I  2S40S2» 

I  1105OS2  SEP  SS 

fN  JCXC  LIAISON  BANGtOC  TH 

TO    OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  COR  JCK  BARBERS  PT  HI  CIA  WASHDC//00O/EA-VCL// 

AMEKBASSY  tUALA  lUKPUR  USDAO  BEIJING 

SECSTATE  WASHOC/ZEAPmC/CA/aS/EKR// 
SECOEF  NASH0C//0AS0-1SA/PW-MIA// 

SECTION  01  OF  OZLIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  $<$18 

CITE:  357S  SEP  K 

SUBJECT:   REINTERVIEW  OF  VN  REFUGEE  ^OUKc^ 

REF:   A.  JCRC  KSG  RPT  M8S-0S1.  DTG  0S024OZ  AUG  8S. 

B.  USOAO  BANGKOK  KSG.  OTG  040421Z  HAR  82. 

C.  DIA/DC-2  HSG.  OTG  OlltOlZ  AUG  8S. 
0.  DIA/DC-2  KSG.  DTG  1216092  AUG  BS. 

1.  REF  A  REPORTED  RESULTS  OF  INHIAL  INTERVIEW  OF 
SUBJECT  REFUGEE  AND  IDENTIFIED  HIM  AS  A  FORKER  IIMATE  Of 
OrrfT  TIFN  PRISON.  REF  B  PROVIDED  RESULTS  Of  INTERVIEW 
Of   ,'.^An\r      Off  c  REQUESTED  REINTERVIEW  Of  »EF'.«£E 

>**t'  W£-         TO  OBTAIN  HIS  IN0W.E06EAB1LITY  Of 
/T/rHtm  REF  0  REQUESTED  REINTERVIEW  Of  SUBJECT  REFUGEt 
CONCERNING  QUYET  TIEN  PRISON  AND  n//^)yiG. 

2.  DURING  RECENT  INTERVIEW  TRIP  TO  GALANG.  WE  DIS- 
COVERED HAS  RESEmED  TO  THE  U.S..  BUT  <ic 
WAS  RE  INTERVIEWED  lAV  THE  ABOVE  REFS.  THE  FOLLOWING  PARA- 
GRAPHS REPORT  THE  RESULTS  Of  THAT  REINTERVIEW  WHICH  OC- 
CURRED ON  n  AUGUST  198S  AT  GALANG  AND  WAS  CONDUCTED  BY 
THOHAS  R.  MCKAY. 


DUE  TO  AHEKPTIMG  TP  ..SCAPE  FRCH  VIETNAM.  NOT  BEC'"*' 
HE  WORKED  FOR  THE  RVN.   OTHER  INMATES  TOLD  SOURCE  '^«"<: 
WAS  ARRESTED  FOR  BEING  A  CONFIDENCE  HAN.  AS  HE  WAS  IN- 
VOLVED IN  FALSELY  ORGANIZING  BOAT  ESCAPES.  TAKING  PAY- 
MENT AND  DISAPPEARING.    AFTER  THEIR  TRANSFER  TO  THANH 
CAH.  FRGM  231800  AUG  78  UNTIL  APRIL  1980.  SOURCE  WAS 
MANACLED  IN  ISOLATION  AND  HAD  NO  CONTACT  WITH  ami 
UPON  HIS  RELEASE  FROM  ISOLATION.  OTHER  4iMATES  ADVISED 
SOURCE  TO  NOT  SPEAK  TO  .^xr'AS  HE  WAS  DISCOVERED  BY  THEM 
TO  BE  AN  INFORMANT  FOR  IHEIR  CAPTORS.   SOURCE  HAD  NO 
FURTHER  CONTACT  WITH  A»T,ii. 

1  LATER.  ALSO  AT  THANH  CAN.  SOURCE  HEARD  THAT 

TAKEN  A  HELICOPTER  AND  HAD  ESCAPED  TO  CHINA. 
CADRE  IN  THE  CAMP  SAID  THEY  HAD  HEAROLOHE  NEWS  ON  THE 
RADIO  DURING  AN  'PPROXIHATE  TWO  WEEK  BROADCAST  FROM 
CHINA  ON  WHICH /.i^  SPOKE  OUT  AGAINST  THE  GUARDS  SPFCI- 
FICALLY  Of  THE  THANH  CAM  CAMP.   THEY  ALSO  SAID  v«vv  WAS 
ONE  Of  A  SMALL  GROUP  WHO  HAD  ESCAPE"  WIA  HELICOPTER. 
SOURCE  ALSO  HEARD     ''•MP  THAT  ALL         FAMILY  WERE 
COWNIST  AND  THAT  Ai-^'IAS  ARRESTED  IN  1976-1977. 
/wi«tTOLD  SOURCE  THAT  IMMEDIATELY  AfTER  THE  TAKEOVER. 
Ht  DROVE  A  JEEP  TO  HANOI  TO  VISIT  THE  KAUSOLEUK  Of  HO 
CHI  HINH.    HIS  MOTHER  CURRENTLY  LIVES  SOMEWHERE  IN  HANOI 
AND  HE  WAS  RELEASED  FROM  THANH  CAH  DUE  TO  THf SPONSORSHIP 
OF  HIS  FAMILY.    (NOTE:   SOURCE  aCARLY  DISPUYED  SKEPTI- 
CISM Of  THE  POSSIBILITY  Of  A  TRUE  REEUGEE  BEING  ABLE  TO 
SUCCESSFULLY  FLEE  fROM  VIETNAM  VIA  STITeN  HELICOPTER.  AND 
FOUND  IT  STRANGE  THE  TWO  WEEKS  BROADCAST  SPECIFICALLY  BT 


1.  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  WAS  RELATED  BY 

SOURCE  TO  INTERVIEWER  AS  FACT.   THE  FUNCTION  OF  QUYET  TIEN 
WAS  TO  PROVIDE  NAXIKU4  SECURITY  FOR  COWUNOOS  AND  THE  FOR- 
MER'RVN  POLITICAL  FIGURES  DEEMED  DANGEROUS  BY  THE  COM«JN- 
ISTS.   THEY  WERE  HELD  IN  QUYET  TIEN  BECAUSE  Of  HS  STRING- 
ENT SECURITY  AND  ISOLATED  AUSTERE  ENVIR0M4ENT.   AT  LEAST 
20  PEOPLE  WERE  TRANSFERRED  TO  QUYET  TIEN  FRCM  NAM  HA.  BUT 
OTHERS  WERE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  QUANG  NINH.    IN  AUGUST 
1978.  ALL  IWATES  WERE  MOVED  TO  EITHER  THANH  CAM  OR 
THANH  PHONG.   THE  CGWANDOS  WENT  TO  THANH  PHONG.  THE 
EVACUATION  WAS  NECESSARY  TO  AVOID  THE  IMPENDING  AHACK 
OF  CHINESE  FORCES.   CONCERNING     i^^E  SOURCE 
IMMEDIATELY  RECOGNIZED  THE  NAME  aru  tURREniv  IDENTI- 
FIED «<t*c'FROM  A  GROUP  PHOTO.   HE  FIRH  MET  -..'IN  NAM 
HA.  WHtKt  THEY  WERE  BOTH  IMUTES  OF  K-B  OR  AREA  B. 
BOTH  WERE  TRANSFERRED  TO  QUYET  TIEN  AT  THE  SAME  TIME. 
SOURCE  WAS  HELD  IN  QUYET  TIEN  WITH  fi^cAS  i»^>WAS  ONE 
OF  THE  48  POLITICAL  PRISONERS.  AS  WAS  SOURCE.  THEY 
WERE  BOTH  TRANSFERRED  TO  THANH  CAH  IN  AUG  78.  WAS 
RELEASED  FROM  RE-ED  IN  LATE  1980  OR  EARLY  1981. 
TOLD  SOURCE  DURING  THEIR  JOINT  CONFINEMENT  THAI.  Ht  WAS 
AN  ARCHITECT.   HIS  FAMILY  WAS  ENTIRELY  NORTHERN  VIET- 
NAMESE BUT  HE  WAS  THE  ONLY  ONE  Of  THE  FAMILY  TO  GO  SOUTH 
IN  19S4.   HIS  FATHER  WAS  A  NORTHERN  DISTRICT  CHIEF  DUR- 
ING THE  ERA  Of  FRENCH  DOMINATION,  "^i  SPEAKS  THE  TEN- 
TRAL  DIALECT  OF  VIETNAMESE.  AND  UPON  BEING  ASKED. 
TOLD  SOURCE  HIS  FAMILY  WAS  ORIGINALLY  FROM  CENTRAL  VlCT- 
NAN  BUT  HAD  MOVED  NORTH  TO  ACCEPT  THE  DISTRICT  CHIEf 
POSITION.   HE  ALSO  TOLD  SOURCE  HE  HAD  MANY  BROTHERS  AND 
SISTERS  WHO  WERE  WORKING  FOR  THE  SRV  PUBLIC  SECURITY 
SERVICE  IN  NORTH  VIETNAM.   HE  TOLD  SOURCE  HE  WAS  ARRESTED 


ACTION  0C-2(2)  (U.P.7.8.F) 
INFO    CJCS(4)  J3(8)  NIOSC)  J4(4)  JS(2)  CMS  QC(l)  JSOA(l) 

S£COEF:C)  SEC0EF(9)  USOP(ll)  AS0:PA(1)  USDP:0SAA(4) 

IMICC)  AT-3(2)  AT-lOO(l)  D6-2(l)  DB-2C(1)  OB-2C2(l) 

0B-4C1(I)  06-4D3(l)  DIA(l) 
♦SAFE 
StCTIONAL(l) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED  S6 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
UCS  MESSA.CE  CENTER 


rrw  BMTn  uu  »40U4 
I  nesosz  sir  k 

FN  XK  LUISa  IMBIOI  TN 
TO    OU  WSHnEIOH  0C//K-2// 

nro  CM  xac  ubeb  ft  hi         ci«  Muncz/nxm-vci// 
IMOWSSY  OMU  imm         vbm  kijik 
sLtstm  matc/nufnvi/wmtau/ 

SECMF  MUHDC/AMSMU/nHlIA// 

Stain  02  or  02  luisou  mngioi  th  s 


suucn:  KinEwinof  va  kfugce  ^fu^ce. 
TMGmni  T)f  suMos  a  mm  m.  mm  suskcteo  tw 

ESCtft  MSSIVSRMSOKO.) 

5.  SOUKt  PMVIOCO  THE  FaLOinnU.nX2E0UUTIOi 
CMV  CMOOIOGT.  HE  MS  FIRST  HELD  H  nuH  OMG  LUU 
ilfK  HIS  TMNSFEI  TO  G»  UI  Z30A.    S  C  FIIOT  NH 

/^K  UPn  SOURU'S  AMIYM.  AT  Z30A  11  FE(  1977.  WEI 
v^tED  »  THE  CAMP  inCHEH.   Ill  APRIL  1977.  SOURCE  A» 
mgi  MERE  MOVED  TO  HAN  HA.  THEN  QUTO  TIEN  AS  THANH  CAN. 
SOUMX  NEVER  SAM  01  HEARD  ANYTHING  OF  THE  COMANDOS  lEING 
HELD  WITH  ANERICAN  PRISONERS.   AU  POLITICAL  IIMATES 
(INCLUDING  SOMCE)  HAD  HO  OFFICIAL  CO^An  VITH  THE  CON- 
NANDQS  AND  COULD  ONLY  SPEAK  WILE  PASSING  EACH  OTHER  EN 
ROUTE  TO  LABOR.  nC.  SOURU  OPINED  THAT  THE  STORY  OF 
iMtlM  AN  RVN  OFFICIAL  MS  TYPICAL  OF  DECEITFUL 
PlISONALm  lUT  HAD  PERSONALLY  NEVER  HEARD  11  nIMSILF. 
STATING  Mvt  DARE  NOT  TELL  ANYONE  IN  THE  GROUP  OF  POLHI- 
CAl  PRISONERS  RECAUSE  OF  THE  RVN  POLHICAL  POSHICNS  BE- 
ING A  gum  CLOSE  FUTERNITY.  source  RECALLED  COMNOOS 
QUANG.  CONG  THAW.  TUNG  AND  DE  (HGO  OR  HOANG.  UNtNOHN). 
AS  REPORTED  IN  REF  A  AND  RECALLED  THAT  NGUYEN  VAN  HIW 
WAS  PROBABLY  NONG  VAN  HIW.  SOURCE  RECALLED 
Un  t  nnw  PflVNAl  FRUNO  NAMED  EITHER  /vA'^i 
OR     VAilt  BUT  THEY  HAD  ONLY  Nn  11  VUiti  lul 

AS  A/f»e  VAS  TRANSFERRED  TO  QUYO  TIER  FRCM  QUANG  NIW. 
NAtING  I)  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  THEN  TO  HAVE  BEEN  MOVED  NORTH 
TOGETHER.   SDURCf  HAD  NEVER  HEARD  OF  vtic  BROTHER. 

6.  COMENTS.   SOURCE  APPEARED  TO  BE  A  VERY  IHEL- 
LIGEHT  WELL  NAWEREO  GENTLEMAN  WO  SEEMED  TO  BE  MICH  NONE 
A  DIPLONAT  THAN  PCLniCIAN.   HE  SEEMED  TO  HAVE  EICELLENT 
RECALL  AND  MADE  STATEMENTS  WITH  THE  FINALITY  OF  CONFI- 
DENCE THAT  GIVES  ONE  THE  IMPRESSION  HIS  CONFIDENCE  HAS 
GROW  FRW  YEARS  OF  BEING  RIGHT. 


AaiON  K-2(2)  (I.N)  _ 

INFO    CXS(4)  J)(B)  IIDSC)  J4(4)  JS(2)  Ot  QCd)  JSOA(l) 

SECOEF:!*)  SEC0EF(9)  USOPCll)  ASD:PA(1)  US0P:DSAA(4) 

WICC)  AT-J(2)  AT-100(1)  08-2(1)  0B-2C(1)  »-lCH\) 

W-KUU  De-4DS<1)  DIAd) 
♦SAFE 

sEniowAim 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED  $6 
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NSGNO     163  (PCXX)  •n/15/85»  •10:08:^12.5. 1* 

ZCZC    15:07:09Z  (PC) 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS7337  3190951-  -RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

R  1509512  HOV  85 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

IHFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  1509M3Z  NOV  85 

FM  USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC//VO-PH// 

INFO  RUHTBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  HASHDC//DC-2/AT-3// 

RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI//CC// 

BT 

EZ1: 

BEIJING  CH  27337 

EZ2: 

CITE:  1783/505-2 

SUBJ:  TH  REFUGEE  IN  MACAO  » 
REFS:  A.  DIA  VASHDC//X-2//  MSG  291427Z  AUG  85 

B.  DIA  UASHDC//V0-PU//  MSG  081123Z  NOV  85 

C.  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  MSG  05085 1Z  SEP  85 

D.  DIA  VASHDC//VO-PV//  MSG  121402Z  NOV  85 

1 .  REF  A  STATES  THAT  THE  SOURCE  OF  THE  LETTER  SIGNED 
BY       vA«t  IS      a^mC  REF  REQUESTS 
USDAO  BEIJING  TO  REVIEW  OUR  FILES  FOR  OTHER  CORRESPON- 
DENCE FROM       v'THiQ          AND  TO  ADVISE  rc-2  ON  OUR 
ABILITY  TO  INTERVIEW  v/^ut^ 

2.  REF  B  REQUESTS  STATUS  OF      A/Vm^  INTERVIEW. 
REF  C  REPORTS  THAT  AN  INTERVIEW  WAS  NOT  POSSIBLE  BECAUSE 
ALL  OF  THE  REFUGEES  WHO  WERE  BEING  HELD  fi//^^ 

AND      A/A^g  INCLUDED)  HAD  BEEN  REPATRIATED  BACK 

TO  THE  PRC  FROM  MACAO.    ALL  EFFORTS  BY  THE  US  EMBASSY' 
IN  BEIJING  TO  GAIN  ACCESS  TO  REPATRIATED  REFUGEES  PROM  : 
SOUTH  EAST  ASIA  HAVE  BEEN  REFUSED,  UP  UNTIL  THIS  TIME, 
BY  THE  PRC  GOVERNMENT.    A  SEARCH  OF  THE  EMBASSY  FILES 
FOUND  NO  ADDITIONAL  CORRESPONDENCE  FROM 

3.  FOR     ^v^trtr        THANK  YOU  FOR  THE  RESPONSE  CON- 
TAINED IN  REF  D.    THE  BUSINESSMAN  CONCERNED  IS  A  HR 
TERRY  FOLEY,  WHO  REPRESENTS  AN    AMERICAN  AGRICULTURAL 
INSTITUTE  IN  BEIJING.    THERE  IS  NO  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ON  HIS  SOURCES  IN  VIETNAM.    MR  FOLEY  HAS  IK>  OBJECTION  TO 
HIS  NAIC  BEING  USED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THIS  SUBJECT. 


BT 
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OC#ARTMCNT  W  OtriNSC 
JCS  MESSACC  CCNTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUEKJCSI03I  3121632 

R  0811232  NOV  85 

FA  01 A  WASHINGTON  0C//VO-PW// 

TO     USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 
CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0DO/EA/VCL// 
SECOEF  WASHINGTON  OC//OASD-ISA/PW-NI A// 

21,323/VO-PW 
SUBJ:    Vn  REFUGEE  IN  MACAO 
REF:      DIA/OC-2  nSG  291^272  AUG  85.  SAB 

REQUEST  STATUS  OF  ATTEMPTS  TO  INTERVIEW  'VA/wt  AND  TO 
REVIEW  FILES  FOR  CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  ^e-rcf 


ACTION  V0-PW(2)  (M) 

INFO     USb^VlShO  USDP:MIA(1)  CJCS       J3(8)  NIDS(1)  Jli  (9)  ~ 

J5(2)  CMB  QC(1)  JSOA(I)  SECOEF:  (1)  SECDEF  (9) 

USDP(n)  ASD:PA(1)  USOP:DSAA NMIC(l)  V0(1)  AT3(1) 

AT-3(2)  DB-2(1)  DB-2B(0  DiA(1) 
•l-SAFE 

MCN-8S3 13/04964      TOIl-853 12/ 16322      TA0-aS3 12/1 6032  C0SN-MIA1S1 

PAGE  1  OF  1 
061 1232  NOV 
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»IA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-Py// 
C»R  JCR  BARBERS  POINT  HI 
INFO      CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DDO/EA/VCL// 
JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
AnCONSUL  HONG  KONG  HK 

SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC/ZEAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EttR// 
USDLO  HONG  KONG  HK 
USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ZOASD-ISA/PU-HIA//  • 
SUBJ:     PEKING  TEN 

REF:     JCRC-LNB  nSG  DTG  IIQSQSZ  SEP  &Si  SUBJ:     REINTERVIEU  OF  VN 
REFUGEE  {e'tt 

1.  REF  nSG  IS  ANOTHER  OUTSTANDING  EXAttPLE  OF  A  DETAILED 
INTERVIEW  PROVIDING  THE  LEVEL  OF  DETAIL  NECESSARY  TO  SUPPORT 
DIA/VO-PW  ANALYSIS  OF  PW/HIA  REPORTING.     OUR  APPRECIATION  TO  ftTC 
nCKAY  FOR  ANOTHER  JOB  WELL  DONE.  - 

2.  REF  nSG  FORWARDED  RESULTS  OF  REINTERVIEW  OF  Soo-rc-t, 
S.C^      A  FORHER  INHATE  OF  THE  VIETNAHESE  PRISON  SYSTEtt-,  IMPRISONED 

DIA/NfllC/VO/VO-PW 


SEDGWICK  T0URIS0N/MM70fl/nSEPflS/BT 
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DURING  n77-fll  lilITH       A-Am^  /J IS  ONE  OF  THE  TEN 

VIETNAHEE  NATIONALS  UHO  FLED  BY  UH-IH  HELICOPTER  FROtt  VIETNAM  TO  THE 
PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA  IN  THE  FALL  OF  nai.>  S<w<<-d^ 
$C      IDENTIFIED    «/A^^     THRU  A  PHOTOGRAPH  TAKEN  OF  HIH  IN  BEIJING, 
PRC-.  IN  naSi  AS  THE  SAME     /VfiOA^.  JITH  UHOM  HE  WAS  IMPRISONED 

DURING  n77-fil.     tlR.    <^0\Xr<~'^  ALSO  STATED  THAT  /\/An^^ 

,v/4/rtc- CLAIMED  WHILE  IN  PRISON  TO  HAVE  MANY  FAMILY  MEMBERS  UHO  WERE 
OFFICIALS  IN  THE  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIENTAM  -CSRV}  PUBLIC  SECURITY 
SERVICE,  THAT  OTHER  INMATES  AT  THANH  CAM  PRISON  IN  1176  IDENTIFIED 
A//me     AS  AN  ACTIVE  INFORMANT  ON  OTHER  INMATES  TO  TH?NH  CAM  PRISON 
STAFF,  THAT  INMATES  AT  THANH  CAM  PRISON  BELIEVED  ARRANGED 
HIS  RELEASE  FROM  PRISON  WITH  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  MEMBERS  OF  HIS 
"FAMILY"  SERVING  UITH  THE  SRV  SECURITY  SERVICES,  AND  THANH  CAM 
PRISON  INMATES  BELIEVED  THE  INFORMATION  BROADCAST  .ON  PRC  RADIO 
CONCERNING  THE  HELICOPTER  FLIGHT  CAUSED  THEM  TO  CONCLUDE  IT 

MUST  HAVE  BEEN  CARRIED  OUT  UITH  OFFICIAL  VIETNAMESE  {SRV> 
SPONSORSHIP.     -CVO-PU:     COMMENT   AJAt^€      HAS  NOT  ALUAYS  BEEN  A 
RELIABLE  REPORTER.     /\//^^    STATED  TO  THE  JCRC  INTERVIEUER  AT 

BEIJING  IN  naa  and  to  ^<rwr<^-c-  in  n77/7a  that  he  uas  an 

ARCHITECT/PRIVATE  CONTRACTOR.     /^Anin^     TOLD  AN  OPS  3MA  COMMANDO  IN 
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n7fl  AT  (2UYET  TIEN  PRISON  HE  UAS  A  6VN  HINISTRY  OF  PUBLIC 
ADHINISTRATION  OFFICIAL-} 

3.  AT  LEAST  THREE  HEHBERS  OF  THE  TEN  PERSON  GROUP  ON  BOARD 

THE  VIETNAHESE  AIR  FORCE  HELICOPTER  UHICH  FLEU  TO  THE  PRC  IN  llfll 
CLAinED  TO  HAVE  PU/HIA  TYPE  INFORMATION •     FOR  EXAMPLE, 
CLAIMED  DURING  HIS  1162  JCRC  INTERVIEU  IN  BEIJING  THAT  OPS  3MA 
COMMANDOS  IMPRISONED  WITH  HIM  AT  (3UYET  TIEN  IN  1176  TOLD  HIM  U-S. 
PUS  WERE  BEING  HELD  OUTSIDE  HANOI  IN  1177.     {THIS  ACCOUNT  HAS  BEEN 
THE  SUBJECT  OF  EARLIER  VO-PU  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS.     VO-Pbl  DETERMINED 
THAT  THE  VN  COMMANDOS  UITH  lilHOM  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  SPOKEN  UERE  AT 
THANH  TRI  PRISON  WITH  U.S.  PUS  ONLY  PRIOR  TO  1170.     THE  FACILITY 
^Mnc  DESCRIBED  AND  ATTRIBUTED  TO  HEARSAY  ACCOUNTS  FROM  THE  OPS  3MA 
COMMANDOS  CORRELATES  WELL  UITH  THANH  TRI  PRISON.}  IN  ADDITION, 

HAS  ADVISED  THAT  THE  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  SRV 
SECURITY  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ONE  OF  THE  HELICOPTER  PASSENGERS,. 
vPtvAt  {A  PUBLIC  SECURITY  OFFICER  AND  A^'AyHS: 

BROTMcrk  ,  IS  SERIOUSLY  FLAUED.     -CVO-PU  COMMENT:     DURING  THE  llfl? 
JCRC  INTERVIEU  IN  BEIJING,    /^/^^T  CLAIMED  HE  HAD  CONTACT  UITH  U.S. 
PUS  DURING  THE  UAR  WHILE  SERVING  AS  A  STENOGRAPHER  DURING 
INTERROGATION  SESSIONS  OF  U.S.  PUS  AT  HOA  LO  PRISON.     UHILE  THIS, 
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CLAin  CANNOT  BE  DISMISSED-,  IT  SHOULD  BE  KEPT   IN  HIND  THAT 
IS  NOT  A  RELIABLE  REPORTER  REGARDING  HIS  OUN  SECURITY  SERVICES  AND 
MAY  NOT  BE  A  RELIABLE  REPORTER  IN  OTHER  AREAS. > 
^.  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  FROM  DEBRIEFINGS  OF  SEVERAL 

INDIVIDUALS  OTHER  THAN  Source     WHO  WERE  UITH  OR  HEARD  OF 
DURING  n7fl-fil  VERIFY  THAT  HE  UAS  IN  THE  PRISON  SYSTEM  IN  NORTH 
VIETNAM  DURING  THIS  PERIOD.  ^aurC-C.  REPORT  THAT  /I^A^£ 

yVA^^^^     WAS  IMPRISONED  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM  IN  1177  AT  A  PRISON  CAMP 
REFERRED  TO  AS  GIA  RAI  {AKA  Z30A     AKA  K3}  LOCATED  IN  DONG  NAI 
PROVINCE,  A  KNOUN  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  PRISON,   ON  CHARGES  OF 
ORGANIZING  BOGUS  BOAT  ESCAPES,  APPEARS  TO  BE  ONE  OF  THE  MORE 
INTERESTING  OF  HIS  SIDE  LINES  BUT  MUST  BE  VIEUED  AS  UNSUBSTANTIATED 
AT  PRESENT.     HOUEVER,  IT  DOES  APPEAR  CLEAR  THAT  THE  FLIGHT  OF  THE 
HELICOPTER  UITH  ITS  GROUP  OF  TEN  ESSENTIALY  ETHNIC  CHINESE  NATIVES 
OF  VIETNAM  SHOULD  BE  VIEUED  UITH  SOME  CONSIDERABLE  SUSPICION 
REGARDING  MOTIVES  THEY  CLAIMED  IN  LIGHT  OF  THE  POSSIBLE  SRV 
SPONSORSHIP  AND  STAGING  OF  THE  ENTIRE  EVENT.  - 
S.  DC-2  ALSO  NOTES  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  B\ 

THAT  ALL  ETHNIC  CHINESE  PILOTS  UITHIN  THE  VIETNAMESE  AIR  FORCE  UERE 
PLACED  ON  GROUND  STATUS  IN  THE  SPRING  OF  1171  PRIOR  TO  THE 
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VIETNAn/CHINA  BORDER  HOSTILITIES  AND  WERE  REASSIGNED  OUTSIDE  THE  AIR 
FORCE  IN  THE  FALL  OF  1171.     SINCE  THE  THREE  VIETNAHESE  A-IR  FORCE 
PERSONNEL  ON  THE  HELICOPTER  UHICH  FLEU  TO  CHINA  UERE  ETHNICALLY 
CHINESE,  UE  VIEW  THE  PILOT'S  CLAinS  THAT  HE  PARTICIPATED  IN  AIR 
OPERATIONS  INSIDE  CAMBODIA,  VIETNAH,  AND  LAOS  SUBSEflUENT  TO  THE  FALL 
OF  1171  AND  UNTIL  1161  UITH  SOME  SKEPTICISH.     THE  PILOT  ALSO 
REPORTED  PU/niA  INFORMATION  OF  (2UESTI0NABLE  VALIDITY  UHICH  HE 
OSTENTIVELY  OBTAINED  FROM  CONVERSATIONS  HE  OVERHEARD  B^ETUEEN  SENIOR 
OFFICERS  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  TRANSPORTING  DURING  THE  PERIOD, 
t.  UE  ARE  UNABLE  TO  STATE  CATEGORICALLY  THAT  THE  HELICOPTER 

FLIGHT  TO  CHINA  WAS  SPONSORED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE.     UE  ARE  ALSO  UNABLE 
TO  STATE  CATEGORICALLY  THAT  THEIR  PU/MIA  INFORMATION  UAS  PROVIDED  TO 
U.S.  OFFICIALS  AS  AN  ACT  OF  DELIBERATE  DISINFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
PU/MIA  ISSUE.     UE  ARE,  HOUEVER,  PERMITTED  TO  CONCLUDE  THAT  THIS 
HELICOPTER  DID  DEPART  VIETNAM  AND  FLEU  TO  CHINA  UNDER  CONDITIONS 
UHICH  OUR  AVAILABLE  ANALYSIS  SUGGESTS  COULD  NOT  HAVE  OCCUFRED  IN  THE 
MANNER  THEY  DESCRIBED.     IN  ADDITION,  THREE  OF  THE  SOURCES 
INTERVIEUED  IN  BEIJING  IN  llftB  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  BOTH 
THEIR  OUN  BACKGROUNDS  AND  THE  PU/MIA  ISSUE  UHICH  CONTAIN  SERIOUS 
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FACTUAL  INACCURACIES.     VO-PU  ALSO  NOTES  THAT  THE  THREE  SOURCES  OF 
GREATEST  INTEREST  TO  U.S.  INTELLIGENCE  •,    -  s.^.« 

ANI>  THE  HELICOPTER  PILOT},  WERE  IN  FACT  INTERVIEWED  AFTER  THEIR 
FLIGHT  TO  THE  PRC  AND  THEIR  INFORHATION  SOON  BROUGHT  TO  THE 
ATTENTION  OF  NATIONAL  LEVEL  U.S.  AGENCIES.     AT  LEAST  TWO  OF  THE 
SOURCES,  io-fcts  HAVE  CLEARLY  ESTABLISHED 

LINKS  WITH  THE  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  INTELLIGENCE  SERVICES 
■CSRVIS>.     {VO-PU  COnriENT:     VO-PU  HAS  IDENTIFIED  OTHER  INSTANCES 
UHERE  THE  SRVIS  IS  EITHER  DIRECTLY  OR  INDIRECTLY  LINKED  UITH 
DISINFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  PU/HIA  ISSUE,  NORMALLY  ASOCIATED  UITH 
FABRICATED  FIRST  HAND  LIVE  SIGHTINGS.     ONE  CHARACTERISTIC  OFTEN 
NOTED  IN  SUCH  BOGUS  REPORTING  IS  A  CLEAR  ATTEMPT  TO  INSURE  THAT  SUCH 
INFORMATION  DOES  REACH  SENIOR  U.S.   OFFICIALS  AND  OBTAIN  A  HIGH  LEVEL 
OF  VISIBILITY.} 

7.  THE  PURPOSE  OF  RAISING  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  "PEKING  TEN". 

AGAIN  AND  AT  THIS  TIME  IS  IN  VIEU  OF  THE  RECENT  REPORTING  THAT 

HAD  FLED  CHINA  AND  UAS  IN  MACAU  IN  llflS,  ALTHOUGH 
REFUGEE  CAMP  OFFICIALS  IN  MACAU  RECENTLY  CLAIMED  HE  Ha'd  BEEN 
RETURNED  TO  THE  PRC     UHILE  VO-PU  UELCOMES  ANY  AND  ALL  INFORMATION 
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H»mL        niGHT  PROVIDE  CONCERNING  THE  PU/tllA  ISSUE,  ALL  AGENCIES 
yHICH     Ai*rrne      tlAY  CONTACT  SHOULD  BE  FULLY  AVARE  OF  .  STATED 

SRVIS  TIES,  HIS  ASSOCIATION  UITH  A  POSSIBLE  SRV  SPONSORED  ESCAPE  OF 
TEN  PERONS  BY  HELICOPTER  FROM  VIETNAM  TO  CHINA,  HIS  DEMONSTRATED 
UNRELIABILITY  AS  A  REPORTER,  AND  THE  PROBABILITY  THAT      v>*»h(?    MAY  . 
CONTINUE  TO  HAVE  CLEAR  UNMISTAKABLE  TIES  TO  AS  YET  UNIDENTIFIED 
TASKING  BY  HIS  SRVIS  SPONSORS. 

fl.  THIS  MESSAGE  BEEN  COORDINATED  WITH  _  AND 

SECSTATE  {EAP/VLO. 

1.  POINT  OF  CONTACT  AT  DIA/VO-PU  IS  SEDGWICK  TOURISON. 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENC^ 


jUTGUIHG 


mm  -       -  am9  hisstCE    j:os  csa^acieks 

mum  fSW  CIA  VaSmSiUM  :!C/<i!C-2//,    S5I!  im  M  I?  liflSi 

ecuimc  ASSiCrtii  ti  nss: 

SF«5   cuss  «Ci  Z^vy 

CJlim,  C58JI1),  fOl^lll.  COHd), 
SUfiJECI  MSICREO  BT  IISS: 

OM.  0I«,  SEAI,  a!;»,  CillNA,  BWIJCS,  VKIHAfl, 

SE  ASIA,  MlAiSIA,  CU»EN!  DAIE  £&S72S. 
DICTIONAItY:  CS.  KOrtlE: 

!  13  n  lie  3»  342  IV.  m  m  i3i  m  an  m 

S3S 

KIIIC-AUIGCIII  RSC  NVlStR: 
JIS-SJ73H 


CCSN  '  NSSU;  m  *  SS2:S/«322  TOR  >  l&22Sie3£  F1$]0<> 
E!OI: 

RiiszYuv  tmizi  sua  viiw-  mmz. 

m 

im-. 

R  l21t09Z  AUC  ii 

rn  DIA  WASRINCIM  gC'/Dt-2// 

TO  RUItTBK/JCiiC  llAlSON  HK-Mf  ID 

IKFO  tVMQSPi'CnC  JCRC  BASEtSiS  POlRl  HI 

KUEAHA/tlA  W«HiKC;ON  DC/  PDO/fA/VCl// 

RUEHKl/A!i(tt  mXk  llWli  flV 

RUEKBJ.'USDAC  EEUIIC  Cil 

eVEHC/SECSTATE  VhSSINGICN  DC//CI^/VlC/CA.'OCS.'ErS// 
ST 

E»3: 
E2?4: 

$-2fl.S19/DC-2 

SVBJ:   REQUEST  FOR  INTERVIEV 
{2ft: 

tCrS:  A.   USDAO  BEIJINC  HSC  DTC  i;K72Z  IIAR  S2 

I.  OiA/OC-2  nSC  9TC  }1USIZ  AUC  IS 

C.  JCRC  IW  nSC  Die  fte74SZ  AiJC  tS,  SJBJ:  JCtC  uroii  IUS-»! 
1.  REF  A  rSC  FOKUAIDED  RESUITS  Of  THE  DtBfilEFiXC  OF 

rASSENCEIS  AND  tiH  ON  BOARD  A  U8-1H  lEllCOPTER  VSICI  FlED  FROn 
VIETNAn  ISRV)  IC  Ml  PfOPlE'S  ^EFUBlIC  CNIXA  r,t)  II  SEP  il  <>t 
nn  IKItpVitittD  it  JCiC  l«  tMit  iSit.  Tiit  nSS  iHCiwcS  S!)t!tr<ri*3 
FRC«  f**»*'C^  CCiCErHIK  HttfSAV  OF  U.5.  rWS  HE  ClslfS9  10  SAvJ 
OBTAIilEO  feci  >0.-ni?  CC:-.-|4n|)i)S  wiilE  'ji  ?a  SEfillS  ■-llii  tb-n  r? 
OUVFI  HEX  f-Kfii.  Sav,  i»  IAIi  3i7:;E,^l»  :tf  c  -OJi 7Mi> 

RJS":  rs  tf  h.'.  «CJM  I;:A/6C-2  laTtSVItV  or  '-.'EE  fC-f»  CfS  34A 

ccrMDos.     c?  •..•!»  m  infPi^.iNrD  at  -A'.n  ikh  r.wj  la  nii 
uiTii  nit  coMiiiiSEHi  cf  mm  mm\t  v  vieik.;.*!  A»nEc  focces 

IRVRAFI  m.  VJ  i  Also  IKCIVCE9  inFORIUTlCa  FFOn  F02*!{R  OTS  34A 
rnmjiiinA  ^fxurct.  %C  ST.'.IE?  TH.M  ^#V4'^^^  '£*S  .*.  FOr!£!( 

Civil  ADr.mtsirAici  wii;!  the  WMt  co*.'E(antRi  or  ihe  ^cpuiiii  cf 

VIEIRAH  ICWI  !«CtO;&IKG  >0  SUIErEKlS  HI  HADf  TO  Min  0!!iER 
IRHATES  WIIE  AI  QUIET  HER.    iDC-2  CCnnEHT:  AS  KOIEB  IK  iEF  8. 


nvlEUED  A  rRClC&(!.'>n-  nFriCllKC  m  I^ti'lVliniAl  IHiEtVIEtS!;  Ill 

AT  8Eiji«..  m,  yiD  risiiisc  lo  ii  Sevrt*    la.  $  c 

SUIfD  IHAI      inDI'/iDrSl  ti  caSlSU'n  IN  <ii  fi>'>\<UtS*  iPflMi  TO 

(E  SC        »s  siPosiiD  IN  nr  a.    S  <■      ii«UD  !0 

IRTERVlFil-eS  !K  SEUINC  VhH  HE  IS  ^  'im  PDIVAH  CiVllInK 
CORIRACIOk  i   iV,  C  FC^k'ARDED  INE  Dt^JLlS  CF  JCCc'lRTEfVIEW  OF  ^  c 

SC  F0C.1EK  CVK  f  IKANIE  lllNISIiV  imonrOETAIKEO  M  CUVET  IIEE 
IH  1SI7-72.  AND  iRIEtVIEVEt  AT  PWAU  BIDCKC,  »  U  JUN  IS.  RfF  C 
SUOCISIS    5C      S  tN9MtDCtA3U  CCacRikC  !!li  lulRliTt  OF 

(w/Rvutf  PiisoHNEi  irPtisGNtri  wnx  coru'Ui.ncs  at  ootET  her  ik 
is;?-7<. 

2.        iEXiiSI  <><    K  REINfEFVtL'utD  COKCEKKINC  THE  FOllOtflRS 
ASPECTS  OF  N>S  DEIEttTION  AT  OiJYEI  llfH  PtIJOh: 

A.  VRAI  WAS  ;R£  FUkCTlOK  Of  OUYEI  l!tK  PKISW  WIlE  fl  VAS 
DFIAINED  IHE'E' 

B.  F$C!1i1-;!M  PRISCIS  NAD  THE  ii^'NHf/G\fR  PRISOKRS  Cffit  FRO!;  10 
QUYET  1IENI  WHY  DID  IHEi  lEAUE  W!tN  THEY  OH'* 

C.  OtlEPr.IHE  SCURCt'S  tli&MfniJiiBllllV  CPISE  »A«C?W«  OF 
$C        ^0  HIS  iEEOiJCAIION  C'V  CKiOilOtUY.  DEIEiniRE  IlKnuCI 

PflOTOSItfR  IDEKTIFICAIICI  IF  IHE  IKDiVIDUU^O  (AS  IDENTIFIES 
SinSElF  10  JCRC  AT  BEIJINC  IS  la  iM     S»  C      .    If  SO,  •Ji-K  AV> 
UNDER  UAI  CIRCltnSTAXCES  VA:  <^C  ;ElE<S£D  FPOn  IKAKi)  CrJt  TUi  -r 

D.  WAT  ACCOUKIS  CCKCERNINi  IKE  IKCAeCEkAliCN  Cf  ili[  CftrtMOS 
DID  lEAR  VHIIE  AI  3UTET  IlfN'   'JlllE  Ut  tOWJOOS  SAID  TO 
XAVC  BEEN  IK-RISOnED  WITH  >..1£R!C^'iS''   IF  <S,  iO  WM  C'JI  T!<ESE 
lEIIARKS  RE  AIIRIEUKC1   UIO  ArtO-tS  IK£  GVC/RWAF  PU  CCKIItttNf  ilAO 
CUT  ACT  VI  iH  IHE  COinA!(DO>* 

i.        DC-2  CumfRl:   iU  6  AISO  ^»0;/<D[S  PmCLQIOU!^  CN  !rE  FI%CTiJ1 

OF  TK  QU-/EI  HEN  PilSCS  CURING  l:77-?i  AS  0£IA!kcC  fRCril 

ic 

4.        PO:  IN  OIA/DC-2  IS  SESCWiCt  TOORlSON. 


II 

EZK: 

ACTION  K-2N 
:NFO    NniCi:i  >iOM  DIA 
«SAFE 

»43l 
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1 

e.c.i.Fi  *^ 
TOTH  coriES  RfniKI  I 
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'    DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


|T1$2YW  injMJP6A2969  0?10MJ 
MUTIN! 

I  17067S2  m  12 


n  USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

10    OU  VASH  K/m-K/l  AT- J// 

WO  SfCSTATt  WASH  OC//IA/VU// 

SCCOlf  VASH  0C//OAS0  ISA/PW  KIA// 
USOAO  BAN61W  IN//  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI// 

COR  JCRC  BARBEIS  PT  HI  //  USOLO  HONG  lONG  HI// 

CIA  VA5HDC//D00/CAVLI// 

IT 

SECTION  01  OF  18  BEIJING  CH  02969 
020S 

SUBJ:  DEBRIEF  OF  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 

KFS:  A.  SECSTATE  VASH  OC  HSG  212301ZAUGtO 

-  •  B.  SECSTATE  VASH  DC  MSG  201S422DEPtO 

-  -  C.  AMEKBASSY  BEIJING  KSG  2805102JAN82 

-  -  0.  SECSTATE  VASH  OC  KSG  2901OO2JAKB2 

•  •  (.  OIA  VASH  DC  MSG  OS23222FEBt2 

•  -  F.  AKEK6ASST  BEIJING  KSG  0510272FEBS2 

•  -  G.  USOJL  BEIJING  KSG  0S08S6ZFEB82  CITE  0097 

-  •  H.  USOLO  HONG  lONG  MSG  D908442FEB82 

-  •  I.  AKEKBASST  BEIJING  KSG  in0102FEB82 

•  •  3.  USOAO  BEIJING  HSG  1004122FEBB2  CITE  0104 

•  -  1.  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  KSG  112300FEB82 

•  •  L.  USOAO  BEIJING  KSG  230tn2FEBB2 

•  •  N.  USOAO  BEIJING  KSG  2<01ie2FEB62 

•  •  N.  USOAO  BEIJING  MSG  2704192FEB82 

•  •  0.  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  KSG  2718302FEBS2 

-  -  P.  OIA  VASH  DC  KSG  2801342FEBB2 

•  •  Q.    OIA  VASH  DC  MSG  0201202KARB2 

•  •  R.   OIA  VASH  DC  KSG  0222n2HARB2 

•  •   S.   USOAO  BAKGin  KSG  04O4212KAR82 

1.  REF  A  VAS  SECSTATE  KSG  TO  AMCKBASSV 

KIJING  REQUESTING  THAT  AKEMB  BEIJING  APPROACH  HOST 
COVtRNKEKT  THROUGH  KIIITARY  AND  DIPLOMATIC  CHANNELS  TO 
UMIND  PRC  OF  CONTINUING  HIGH  LEVEL  INTEREST  IN  POV/KIA 
INFORMATION.    REF  B  VAS  SECSTATE  MSG  TO  AHEKB  BEIJING 
DIRECTING  EMBASSY  TO  DISCUSS  VITH  APPROPRIATE  KFA  OFFICIAL 
THE  SYSTEM  CURRENTLY  BEING  USED  THROUGHOUT  ASIA  TO 
SOLICIT  INFORMATION  OF  POV/MIA  INTEREST  FROM  INDOCHIHESE 
REFUGEES.    REF  C  VAS  AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  MSG  ADVISING 
THAT  A  KEMBER  OF  VIET  DEFECTOR  GROUP  VHO  FLED  BY 
HELICOPTER  AND  ARRIVED  IN  PRC  SEP  81  HAD  MAILED  UTtlH 
TO  U.S.  EMBASSY  BEIJING  AND  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  KNOVLEDGl 
OF  U.S.  POV-S  AND  REQUESTED  GUIDANCE  FROM  STATE.   REF  0 
VAS  SECSTATE  KSG  ADVISING  AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  TO  ARRANGE 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (U.6.7.8.f) 
1«F0    CJCS:C)  CJCS(3)  DJSC)  J3(5)  NIDSC)  J3:KMCCC) 
JS(2)  C3S(S)  SECDEF:C)  SEC0EF(7)  USDP(IS) 
US0R£:TT(10)  DI-5(1)  KMICC)  OS(l)  SVS(l)  DC-<(J) 
K-4B(1)  AT(1)  AT  X(l)  AT-3(1)  08-2(1)  DB-2B(1) 
W-2tW  DB-SD3(1)  DT-Hl)  0T-2(1)  DlA(l) 
-     «CSA  VASHINGTOS  DC 
«CNO  VASHINGTOK  DC 
4CSAF  VASHINGTON  DC 
«CMC  CC  VASHINGTON  DC 
SECTlONALdl 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


VITH  UNHCR  ANO  PRC  FOR  OAO  TO  OEBRIEF  ESCAPEES.    REF  E 
VAS  OIA  VASH  KSG  PROVIDING  GUIDANCE  FOR  INITIAL  INTIRVIEV 
OF  ESCAPEES.    REF  F  VAS  AHEK5ASSY  BEIJING  MSG  ADVISING 
THAT  PRC  HAD  NO  OBJECTION  TO  INIERVIEVS.  BUT  THAT  LIMITED 
TIME  WOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  INIERVIEVS.    REF  G  VAS  USOAO 
BEIJING  KSG  REQUESTING  THAT  USOLO  KOUG  LONG  PARTICIPATE 
IN  INIERVIEVS  OF  ESCAPEES.    REF  H  VAS  USDIO  HONG  tOMG  MSG 
ADVISING  THAT  OLO  VOULD  PARTICIPATE  AND  RECOMMENDED  THAT 
JCRC  INTERVIEVERS  BE  INCLUDE  IN  THE  JNTERVIEV  PRKESS. 
REF  I  VAS  AKEMB  BEIJING  KSG  ADVISING  T  AT  A  PRELIMINARY 
MEETING  VITH  THE  DEFECTOR  GROUP  ANO  EMBASSY  OFFICERS 
REVEALED  THAT  TWO  KEMBIRS  Of  THE  GROUP  CLAIMED  TO 
HAVE  (NOVLEDGE  Of  POV/KIA  INTEREST.    REF  J  VAS  USOAO 
BEIJING  MSG  RETRAKSKITTING  SUBSTANCE  OF  REF  C  ANO  REQUES- 
TED STATUS  OF  IKTERVIEV  SUPPORT.    REF  I  VAS  COR  JCRC 
MSG  ADVISING  THAT  JCRC  INTERVIEVERS  VOULD  PARTICIPATE 
IN  INTERVIEV  Of  OEfECTOR  GROUP.    REF  L  VAS  USDAO  BEIJING 
KSG  PROVIDING  RESULTS  Of  JOINT  JCRC/DAO  INTERVIEV  OF 
ESCAPEES    <;.e*rtt        REF  M  VAS  IISOAO  BflJIMG  MSG 
PROVIDING  RESULTS  OF  INTERVIEV  OF   ^oa.f  ce.         R(f  n 
VAS  USDAO  BEIJING  MSG  ADVISING  THAT  ESCAPEE  ^ourc* 
$C  HAD  INDICATED  THAT  Ml  ALSO  VAS  IN  POSSESSION  OF 
»W/KIA  INFO.   REF  0  VAS  COR  JCRC  KSG  ADVISING  THAT 
INTERVIEV  SUPPORT  VOULO  AGAIN  BE  PRQyiDED  BY  JCRC. 
REF  P  VAS  DIA  VASH  KSG  PROVIDING  INTERVIEV  GUIDANCE 
FOR     S»u.rc  *       REF  Q  VAS  OIA  KSC  PRO.JB.l 
GUIDANCE  FOR  REINTERVIEV  OF         to^r,.t      REF  R 
VAS  OIA  VASH  KSG  PROVIDING  AOOITIORAL  INTERVIEV 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR     S«  u^U       REF  S  VAS  USDAO 
BANGtOl  MSG  PROVIDING  ADOITIWAL  INFORMATION  RESULTING 
FROM  INTERVIEV  Of 

2.  DEFECTOR/ESCAPEE      StfVArt*.  vAS 

INTERVIEVED  AT  USOAO  BEIJING  BY  JCRC  REP  BELL  ON  4  AND  8 
MARCH  1962.    SOURCE.  A  3t  YEAR  OLD  VIETNAMESE  KALE 
ESCAPEE  AND  FORMER  PUBLIC  SECURITY  POLICE  OFFICER  (SI  QUAN 
CONG  AN)  PROVIDED  LIMITED  HEARSAY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
THE  ALLEGED  DETENTION  Of  U.S.  POV'S  IN  VIETNAM 
SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  PARIS  PEA(;E  AGREEMENTS.  GUIDELINES 
PROVIDED  BY  OIA  VERE  USED  TO  THE  KAXIKUH  EXTENT  POSSIBLE 
CONSIDERING  THE  VERY  LIMITED  TIKE  AVAILABLE  TO  CONDUCT 
THE  INTERVIEV.    SOURCE  VAS  INTERVIEVED  ENTIRELY  IN  THE 
VIETNAMESE  LANGUAGE  VITH  NO  INTERPRETER  PRESENT.  SOURCE 
VAS  IN  GOCO  HEALTH.  COOPERATIVE.  AND  MENTALLY  ALERT 
DURING  THE  INTERVIEV. 

BT  ^ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT   CHIEFS  OF   STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


RTTSZYW  RUKJPCA2969  OnO?44 
ROUTin 


FK  USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO    OlA  VASH  K//D1-7C//  AT-J// 

IKfO  SECSTATC  WASH  OC//EA/VH// 

SECOEF  VASH  0C//OAS0  ISA/PV  KIA// 
USDAO  BAKGIOt  Wt  CIWCPAC  HONOLULU  HI// 

COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI//  USDLO  HONG  ICtK,  HU/ 

CIA  WASHOC//DOO/EAVII// 

BT 

SECTIOH  02  Of  IS  BEIJING  CH  02961 


A.  -  MlBtf-  S»^<.«r«^ 

DKB      St-arcc  cla.^*.  QOawg  nam  m 

VH.  PUBLIC  SECURITTf  POLICE  OfflCER  (NO  RANI  BUT 
EQUIVELAVT  PAT  GRADE  TO  SR  LT  (THUONG  UY)).  SOURCE 
ESCAPED  FRGH  BACH  KAI  AIRFIELD  (VIC  COORO  VJ  B70  21) 
HANOI  CITT  KAP  SERIES  L909  EDITION  3) Ik'  HANOI  CITY.  VM. 
BY  U.S.  KOOEL  HELICOPTER  UHIH  ALONG  »ITH  SEVEN  OTHER 
KALE  AND  TW  FERALE  VIETNAKESE  ESCAPEES  (SEE  KS6  REF  L 
FOR  LIST  Of  OTHER  ESCAPEES)  ON  10  SEPTEKEER  19B1  AND  LANDU 
U  THE  PRC.    SOURa  AS  WELL  AS  THE  OTHER  NINE  ESCAPEES  IS 
CURRENTLY  IN  BEIJING  AVAITIIS  TRANSPORTATION  TO  BE  MOVED 
TO  A  SOUTHERN  PROVINCE  II  TH(  PRC  FOR  TEKPOSART 
llSEnLEHENT. 

I.  .  •  wWd  -  BIOGRAPHIC  DATA:  $OUrct 

6W*<^C<.         (NA«  UStO  »T  AS  PAm  WK8ER  BUT 
uruKf  Hf       MITH  II  OSOei  Of  BIRTH)     C  P 

CD  QUANG  NAM  (P)  VN.   VIFE  •  /VV< 

VA/NfeTPOe  mS  HANOI  cm.  Umil  1976  WMCD  II 
PHAWACEUTICAL  FAOOir  I*        f  »YY  niaiM:  i07fc  w»< 
TtmrriiFD  TO  WOK  Ai      So^i't-t  dojrx^ 

ti  HO  CMi  Min  cm  chcn  cm). 

CUUIIT  ADDRESS  ^0  HCN  Cm. 

Mam«.Y  UiAtT  Sfi  PIASTERS  (((^IVALCVT  TO  VARaAVT  OfFIUt). 

fATo*  -     .V-^^t     MQI  1906  SAIGOi.  VICE  PHIKIPAl 

or     x>^rr\.  RiNiSTn  or  catuk.  sauit 

US  PIASTERS  nt  MOnH.ttTlKO   II  19M-67  AM  RISIOCD 
AT  .    VkTK  HiMOl.   AFTER  LlBEUTIOi  MOVED  TO 

Hcx  cm.  MoiNiN  -   n/AMQ  ont  mi  w  cm. 

HOUSIVIFE.  RESIMD  II  HA»I  (MTll  AFTER  LllEUTIOi  TMCI 
MOVED  VITM  HUSBAM)  TO 

>^/*r>«  na  cm. 

iKTHEi  •  V/t/nc    era  i9)2  oaiak  cm.  cmi 

EKIKCI.  FOWILT  KSIOd  AT     T>A1  ^ 

CU  U  tIEl  THin.  THU  OUC  TOM.  SAIGOi  WHlClPAim 

(PRiSEVTiT  II  PIC  viTH  souKi,  i^tr>*K^  ■  ora  Ills. 

OAIAK  cm.    SI  en  PUKIC  SECWITT  POIICE  II  KAMI 

cm.  cuu((tlt  assiucd  as  iistuctoi  at  pum.ic 

AOiOl  01  Kd)  (I.N) 
100    CXS:C)  CJCSd)  OJSC)  JSCS)  ElOSC)  JliWCCC) 
JS(2)  USES)  SEC9CF:C)  yC0(F(7)  ttSOPdS) 
USOIt:n(10)  Ol-S(l)  MIC(')  OS(I)  SVS(l)  0C-4(1) 
0C-4B(1)  ATd)  AT-l(l)  AT-Kl)  D«-2(l)  01-21(1) 
M-2C(l)Dl-S0J(n  IT-Kl)  0T-2(1)  D1A(U 
-  4CSA  VASHIKTOi  K 
«aD  VASNIKTOi  K 
«CSAr  VASMIICTOK  DC 
*CIC  CC  VASMIKTOi  K 

«n»OMi(i) 

lOIM.  COPIES  WUXfSM 


SECURITY  POLICE  SCH00L2  IN  HCH  CITY.  SALAW  96 
PIASTERS  PER  KONTH.  CURRENTLY  RESIDES  »'  V>^lff 
pAT-><  PHU  NHUAN.  HCM  CITY.    BROTHER-  H^n^^ 
DP06  1939  DANANG.  TRUCl  DRIVER  FOR  STATE  OPERATED 
TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM.  SALARY  115  PIASTERS  PER  MONTH. 
CURRENTLY  «^"»F^  »T  i  ^Ti,  HANOI  Cm. 

SISTER  -  ^firme         DP08  1934  DANANG.. NURSE  II  STATE 
MEDICAL  SYSTEM.  SALARY  APPROI  70  PIASTERS  PER  MONTH. 
CURRENTLY  \iWHS  AT  HOSPITAL  'A'  IN  HOATIIEH  DISTRICT. 
HANOI.    CliRRfNTLY  RESIDES  AT      V^^fTS    .  ..HANOI. 
BROTHER  -  VA-^  tT    ,  DP08  1959  HANOI.  S6T  II  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  POLICE  SINCE  1977-78.  PRESENTLY  AT 
REFUGEE  PR«ESSING  CENTER.    DEPARTED  VIETNAM  APRIL  1981 
BY  BOAT  AND  VAS  RESCUED  BY  U.S./INOONISIAN  Oil  SffPOBT 
VESSEL  AND  TAIEN  TO  INDONESIA.   SISTER  -    ^-TW  e 
OPOe  1950  NGHE  AN.  DEPUH  FOR  CADRE  ORGANIIATION  (PHO 
PHONG  TO  CHUC  r»N  M»  FOR  THE  CONG  TY  BACH  HOA  COMPANY 
LOCATED  »T      I         P-A-TA-       HCM  cm.    HUSBAND  IS 

y/^^lB       ASSIGNED  TO  THE  GENERAL  TECHNICAL 
DIRECTORAATC  Of  THE  MINISTRY  Of  DEFENSE  (TQNG^  IT 
TKUAT  BO  QUUC  PHONG).    SISTER-  /V/t^e 
DP06  1953  NGHE  AN.  PREVIOOSLY  RESIDED  IN  HANOI  AH)  MOVED 
TO  OANA«  AFTER  LIBERATION.    CURRENTLY  ASSIGNED  AS 

E>A^  HOUSING  AWU'ISTRATION-  (CAK  BO  SO  QUA! 

LY  NHA  CUA  DANANG).    SOURCE  STATED  THAT-ALIHOUGH  KT 
VAS  NOT  SURE.  HI  THOUGHT  THAT  HIS  OLDER  BROTHER -««e 
HAD  GONE  TO  FRANCE  TO  STUDY  SOUTINE^IN  THE  EARLY 
1950'S.    SOURCE  HAD  ONLY  ONE  OTHER  Rf  I  »Tivi  vwn  Mil) 
TRAVELED  ABROAD.  HIS  YOUNGER  BROTHER  /V/ir%cf 
VHO  HAD  ESCAPED  BY  BOAT  AS  A  REFXEE  II  APRIL  19B1. 
SOURCE  STATED  THAT       HAD  PAID  TVO  TAILS  Of  GaD  F« 
THE  ESCAPE  BOAT  AND  HAD  GONE  TO  GALANG  VITH  THE  VIFE  A» 
CHILDREN  OF  FORMER  ARVll   COLONEL  TRAM  HIEP  THOI. 
ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE       HAD  RESIDED  AT  THE  HOUSE  Of 
Ca  THOI  WHILE  HE  VAS  IN  REEDUCATION  IN  NMTH  VIETNAM 
VHICH  VAS  A  COOOf  PRiCTICE  THROUGHOUT  THE  SOUTH  FOI 
SECURITY  POLICE.         HAD  SUBSEQUENTLY  BECWE  FRIENDS 
WITH  «S.  THOI  AND  HER  FAMILY  AND  DECIDED  TO  FLEE  VITH  THtK 
VHtl  THE  OPPOtTUNin  AROSE.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE 
rnn  fui*anr»<  .  OPOB  I9M  HANOI.  STUOET: 

//^^^         Ora  197U  HANOI.  STUDENT: 
HAW  ora  1972  HANOI.  STUDEIT.     ^AT^t£-  DTO 
1«7«  SAIGOi.  IV AIT.   AU  FOM  OAUMTEKS  HSIDCI  AT  Mta 

PA-r>  HCM  cm.  souKE  stated  tnat  ic 

)  HIS  VIFE  AND  CHIIOHK  II  VIETRAI  BECAUSE  Of  TNE 
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RTTSIVW  IHK)P0M969  071074S 
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I  12062tZ  KAR  » 


DEPARTMENT  Of  rirpcMCC 


JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAF 


Source 


iicm  WASH  0C//OM0  isa/pw  m 

CINCPAC  HONOIUIU  HI 
USOLO  HONS  UWG  HI 


fn  USOAO  BCUING  CM 

TO    OlA  VASH  K/m-lW  AT-3 

IHfO  StCSTATI  VASH  OCZ/IAmi 
USOAO  BANGKOK  TH 
cot  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CIA  WASHOC  //ODO/CAVII 

ei 


SECTION  03  Of  18  BEIJING  CH  02969 

DANGER  INVOLVED  IN  THE  ESCAPE.   SOURCE  STATED  tmit  h£ 
HAD  NOT  BEEN  IN  CONTACT  WITH  HIS  OLDER  BROTHER.«l«. 
SINCE  194t  WHEN  HE  MOVED  TO  NORTH  VIETNAM  WITH  HIS 
FAMILY  UNTIL  SEPTEMBER  197S  VHEN  HE  VENT  TO  HCN  CITY 
ON  VACATION.   SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HE  HAD  MOVED  TO  NORTH 
VIETNAM  IN  194B  EROK  DANANG  VITH  HIS  FAMILY.   THE  MOVE 
VAS  A  RESULT  OF  SOURCE'S  FATHERS  BEING  TRANSFERRED  TO 
HA  TINH  PROVINCE  BY  THE  RAILROAD  SYSTEM.    AFTER  THE 
RAIL  LINES  VERE  DISRUPTED  SOURCE'S  FATHER  VENT  TO  VORl 
IN  A  FACTORY  IN  CNU  LAY  VILLAGE  HA  TINH  (P).    IN  19S0 


JS(2)  C3S(S)  SECDEF:C)  SEC0EF(7)  USDP(IS) 
USDRE:TT(10)  DI-5(1)  NHICC)  0S<1)  SVS(l)  DC-4(1) 
DC-4B(1KAT(U  AT-I(l)  AT-3(1)  0B-2(1)  0B-2B(1) 
D6-2C(1)  0B-S0](1)  DT-Kl)  0T-2(1)  DIA(l) 

<SA  WASHINGTON  DC 

am  VASHINGTON  DC 

4CSAF  VASHINGIOU  DC 

4CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 

?tcTia;AL(i) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 
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DEPARTMENT 
JOINT   CHIEFS  OF  ST 


I  UOUU  Ml  U 


FN  nSOM)  KIJIK  CM 

TO  ou  »iAa  v.im-Kii  *t-i 

I»0  S£C5TAT[  X//E4/VLI 
UStMO  euACOt  TH 
CM  XK  KAReCU  FT  HI 

cu  Msocy/o(io/[*vu 

IT 


SCCMF  VtlSH  K/ZOASO  ISA/PV  KU 
CIKFAC  HCMXULU  HI 
USOLOHOC  UK  K 


SECTIOi  04  OF  18  lEIJIK  CM  02961 


UM  MO  VISITU  HCK  cm  (FOWSLY  »IGOI)  FU  THE 
FIIST  TIME.    SOUICt  KDUIltD  II  MIGM  FOI  AFPROIIKATCLT 
OC  HOMTN  OD  KTUnrtD  TO  M/H  II  HAMOI  II  OCTUUI  197$. 
II  HID  1976  (FOSS  ME  01  JULY)  SOUICE  VIS  SEIT  TO  HCX  CITT 


OF  DEFENSE 
AFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

HAVE  UtT  PEIiOO  Of  HIIIIAIT  SEIVia.   SOUKE  CUPS  TKI 
HE  VU  m  A  HtMEl  Of  TK  COnWIST  PAm  01  MR  mck 
FOIITICAL  FAITY.    SOUKE  CUIRS  THAT  N(  HAS  KVEI  TIMIUI 
ABMMO  UHTll  HIS  ESCAft  TO  TIC  fK.    SOUKE  lEM 
PUUHIK  FOI  ESCAFi  VHEI  HIS  ft^S      Vt«  MirAStl 
FKM  U-E0UCATIO«  II  APIK  1911.   SOUKE 'S  i  Z***^^ 

m  tncxrru  to  auake  escafe  rr  iqat  im  w«t 

aOUCCESSFOl.   SOUKE  HAB  A  COUSII     v>»^«-  WO 
VOaUO  II  THE  HAIHEIAKt  OEFAITMUT  M  TM  SOB  WAT 
All  lASr  WMn  ntST  HarTIOMED  A  PUI  TO  CjCAK  V  MILI- 
COFTCI.  VAVTEI  TO  TAU  SOUKE  AID  NIS  IVna 

TO  CAXBOOIA  IT  HEIICOTTEI  AO  UT   THCM  Mil  OUT  TO 
THAIIAW  WT  SOUKE  FELT  IT  VAS  TOO  OAWWR  AA>k. 
"'VUSSEO  THE  ESCAFE  FLAI  VITB  A  FIIEB  A-wt 

AMm  vw  VAS  A  vAmiTT  QfncEi  tm  aicn  EBivri  a  i 

U.S.  IKIH  HEIICOFTCI.  t/*>*mm  MIS  FIIE0  Htpf 
f/trmt    VHO  VAS  THE  PILOT  Of  THE  UKIN  inO  THE  Ptil 
AB  TKET  tCGAI  TO  HAVE  EEGOLAI  HEHUKS  T  vtm%'%. 
HOUSE  VHirM  TuaUOEV  SOUKE.  HIS  IVTHEI  /fA^C 
An  f^m^      TOlO  THEK  THAT  K  VOULO  SOOt  IE  KTUBIB 
A  WIH  VHICH  VAS  lElK  lEPAIPfB  AT  TAI  SCI  MKT  TO 
lACH  KAI  AIRFIELD  lEU  WUDI.  ^kO^TOLD  THE  CKUP  THAT 
HE  VOULO  BE  VILLIie  in  fit  mm  mtr  TO  CHW  'F  « 
WHO  TUE  HIS  VIFE    MkrriQ  AUK.  TOU 

TK  eaOUP  THAT  HE  COULfi       II  THE  KAII.  GATl  Of  t«CM  MAI 
Allf  lELO  lECAUSE  HE  VAS  A  PILOT  A«  THE  GOAttS  KCOOtnEI 
Nnyv4*£STATE0  TMAT  THE  tOUUDEItf  TK  UOOP  <UJ 
RAVE  TO  HAVE  PASSES  TO  EnEI  TK  AIlflELO  UKESS  TIKT 
COULD  GET  II  TK  lACI  GATE  A»  THAT  TKY  VOULO  RAVE 
TO  tUT  A  tAnEIT  A«  COfPASS  lECAUSE  THOSE  HEMS  WEK 
KKOVED  FROH  TK  AlKIAH  AT  II6MT  AR>  VEK  ISSBEO 
OKY  VKI  A  FITIK  tWWfH  VAS  lECEIVED.    SOUKE  A« 
N1S  MOTKEI  «(«iGAVE  Hff^i  }000  PIASTERS  PLUS  A  HUB 
TUP  PLAIE  TICCn  TO  HAWl  IK  OOEI  FOt  KIM  TO  . 
PUKHASE  THE  UnEIT  UTI  HUE  AIL  TK  ASUKEJCnS  TO 
EITEI  THE  AllflELfi.  /Jki^^iK,  AlU  TO  IIIIE  SOtECK  B 
TK  All  POKE  KAOQUAITEtJ  TO  ISSUE  HIH  f»(RS  FOI 
TEKPORAIT  own  AT  lACH  KAI  AIIFIELB.  UmeW,  SUWOSO 
TO  60  TO  HAJDI  FOI  OK  VEEI  0«1K  MICH  TWE  K  VOULl 

AiiAKE  TO  urr  TK  unin  as  cckpass.  oca  to  see  n 

TK  lACt  GATE  (EXnOTEES  SEIVia  EITIAKE)  TO  lACM  MA] 
VAS  LKtED  AT  llOa,  AM  (H  PASSU  FOt  TK  GIOUP  FKM  . 
A  FIIEIO  Of  HIS  VHO  VAS  TK  DAUCXTEI  Of  UKMIU  COEML 
IT 


\ 


SOUKE  DID  MOT 

Anin  II-7C(1)  (I.N) 
IKO    CXS.C)  CXS(J)  OJSC)  JJ(5)  IIOSC)  J1:IBCCC) 
JS(2)  US(S)  SECI>EF:C)  SEC0EF(7)  USOPCIS) 
USDK:n(10)  Ol-S(l)  WICC)  OS(l)  SVSd)  DC-4(1) 
0C-4I(1)  AT(1)  AT-Kl)  AT-l(l)  01-2(1)  01-21(1) 
ei-2C(l)^1ie  &01(l)  OT-Kl)  0T-2(1)  OlMl) 
-  4CSA  VASHIKTOi  OC 
iOD  VASKiaSTOR  OC 
«CSAF  VASHIKTOi  K 

4ac  ct  vASHiiCToa  dc 

TOTAL  COPIES  UgUllEI 
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FN  USDM)  BEIJING  CH 

TO    Dl»  VASH  DC//0I-7C//  AT-3 

INFO  SECSTATt  VASH  DC//EA/VLK 
USDAO  BANGKOK  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PI  HI 
CIA  VASKDC/ZCDO/EAVlt 

B1 


SECDEF  VASH  DC//OASD  ISA/PV  KIA 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
USDLO  HONG  lONG  Ht 


SECTION  OS  or  18  BEIJING  CH  02969 

DAO  IINH  lUYEN  AND  HAD  ACCESS  TO  THE  PASSES.  VENT 
TO  HANOI  AND  STAYED  FOR  21  DAYS  AfUR  VHICH  HE  RETURNED 
TO  KCM  cm  AND  TOLD  THE  GROUP  THAT  HE  HAD  FAILED  TO 
ACCOMPLISH  HIS  MISSION  AND  HAD  SPENT  ALL  THE  HONEY.  Nh^i 
CLAIMED  THAT  HE  HAD  SPENT  A  LOT  OF  HONEY  ENTERTAINING  THE 
GENERALS'  DAUGHTER  AND  HAD  BOUGHT  HER  A  SLIP.  BRASSIER. 
AND  BLOUSE  BUT  SHE  VAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  GET  THE  PASSES.  THE 
GROUP  VAS  OUT  1000  PIASTERS  FOR  THE  PLANE  TICKETS  AND 
3000  PIASTERS  FOR  it^   EXPENSES.  AM«6  MENTIONED  THAT 
VHILE  IN  HANOI  HE  HAD  Mn  A  GIRL  UUUIQ  PICIIDOVUE  TO  TAU 
ALONG  ON  THE  ESCAPE.    SOURCE  AW)  THE  OTHERS  BEGAN  TO  SUS- 
PECT THAT  dm.  HAD  TALKED  TOO  MUCH  ABOUT  THE  ESCAPE  PLAN 
AND  VERE  ANGRY  BECAUSE  HE  VASTEO  THE  MONEY  AND  DECIDED 
TO  DROP  HIM  FROM  THE  PLAN.    THE  GROUP  COiniNUEO  TO 
ASSOCIATE  VITH  flWwtAND  ACTED  LIKE  THEY  HAD  LOST  INTEREST 
IN  THE  PLAN  BUT  CONTINUED  PLANNING  VITHOUT  HIS  (NOVLEDGE. 
SOMETIME  IN  MID  SEPTEMBEKAfAfCTHE  PILOT  INFORMED  THE 
THE  GROUP  THE  AIRCRAFT  VOULO  BE  REPAIRED  BY  24  SEPTEMBER 
1981  AND  THAT  HE  VOULO  FLY  THE  AIRCRAFT  TO  HANOI  ON 
27  SEPTFMBFR  19R1     VXJRCE  ALONG  VITH  HIS  Bk  A/AOiG 
NEPHEVS  YAT^I^         AND  HIS  SISTER  i /VAWg 
/itt^OEPARTED  HCM  CITY  BY  TRAIN  ON  24  APRIL  1981.  THEY 
CARRIED  THE  BATTERY.  VHICH  THEY  VERE  ABLE  TO  PURCHASE  IN 
CHO  ION  ALONG  VTTH  A  COMPASS  FOR  4,600  PIASTERS. 
IN  A  CLOTH  BAG.  iMlM^VENT  BY  TRAIN  ONE  DAY  PRIOR  TO 
KMRCE  AND  THE  REST  OF  THE  GROUP     'FTCR  ARRIVING  IN 
HAWOT  THF  fiBTIIP  Wtlfl  Tt    A^A'**'^       HOUSE  AT  t>^A. 

i>ATA  IBRIVIW  THERE  ON  26  SEPTEMBtCPY^J^QGJ  TO  CHECK  ON 

THE  SITUATION.   Mi*e»l  PILOT  CAME 
TO  THE  HOUSE  ON  27  SEPTEMBER  AFTER  HE  ARRIVED  AT 
BACH  MAI  AND  TOLD  THEM  HE  VAS  READY  TO  GO.  TOLD 
SOURCE  TO  GO  VITH        ON  THE  NIGHT  nr  Txr  7QTH  vITH  THE 
BATTERY  AND  COMPASS  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  i><*^C  VHO 
RESIDED  AT  KIK  LIEN  NEAR  BACK  MAI  AIRFIELD,  /imem 
AN  AIRFOPrr  vtRRANT  OFFICER  VHO  VAS  A  MinilAL  FRIEND  OF 

JI/ATHC  S   Mfi^  DECIDED  TO  INCLVOE  Mt^H  THE  ESCAPE 

IAN  IN  ftBWR  TO  USE  HIS  HOUSE . ALSO  TOLD  SOURCE'S 
TO  GO  VITH  HIS  TVO  SONS  AND  NEPHEV  < /t»t>i£ 
TO  THE  SaCER  FIELD  NEXT  TO  LONG  BIEN  BRIDGl 
(VIC  COORD  VJ  891264.  HANOI  CITY  MAP  L909)  VHCRE  HE 

ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (l.M) 
INFO    CJCS:C)  CJCS(3)  OJSC)  J3(5)  NIOSC)  J3:NMCCC) 
JSC 2)  C3S(5)  SECDEF :(•)  SEC0EF(7)  USDP(IS) 
USDRE:n(10)  01-5(1)  NKICC)  OSd)  SVS(l)  0C-4(1) 
DC-4B(1)  Aid)  AT-I(l)  AT-3(1)  0B-2(1)  08-28(1) 
DB-2C(1) _fiB-S03(l)  OT-Kl)  0T-2(1)  0IA{1) 
4CSA  VASHINGTON  DC 
•  ♦CNO  VASHINGTON  DC 
«CSAF  VASHINGTON  DC 
4CMC  CC  VASHINGTON  DC 
SCCTlOMALd) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED  63 


VOULO  PICK  THEM  UP  AT  0500  ON  THE  MORNING  Of  SEPTEMBER. 
HAD  ARGUED  TO  LEI  SOURCE  TAKE  HIS  NEPHEV  .  /Mr*ie 
.  A  FORMER  PAVN  ENLISTED  MAN  ALONG  SINCE  -HAO 
SNEAKED  INTO  A  WAREHOUSE  AT  BACH  MAI  AND  CHEC'.EO  TO 
SEE  VHAT  TYPE  OF  PLUG  THEY  VOULO  NEED  ON  THE  BATTERY  SINCE 
THERE  VERE  DIFFERENT  TYPES  AND  THEY  K-OULO  NOT  HAVE 
TIME  TO  CHANGE  IT  AT  THE  TIME  Of  ESCAPE.  FORTUNATELY 
THE  GROUP  HAD  PURCHASED  THE  CORRECT  BATTTRY  AND  NO 
MODIFICATION  VAS  NECESSARY.   THE  BAHUY  VAS  TAKEN  BY 
SOURCE  TO  A  SHOP  NEAR  HIS  SISTER'S  HOUSE  FOR  CHARGING  ONE 
n»v  FRIOR  TO  THE  ESCAPE.    ON  29  SEPTEMBER  SOURCE  AND 

VENT  TO  SON'S  HOUSE  AT  KIM  LIEN  NEAR  BACH  MAI.  AT 
APPPniiHATELY  0400  HOURS  ON  iO  srPTFHRri  SOURCE  DEPARTED 
tW*-  OUSE  ALONG  VITH  //A-f^i  <r  5        RIDING  ON 
BICYCLE  VITH  SOURCE  CARRYING  THE  BAHERY  ON  HIS  BIKE 
SINCE  HE  VAS  A  SECURITY  POLICE  OFFICER  AND  HAD  A  CURFEV 
PASS  AND  POLICE  IDENTlFICATinN  /roPIES  BEING  FORVAROED 
BY  SEPARATE  LEHER).  /V/^Ci     PARKED  THEIR  BIKE  IN 
HE  GRASS  NEAR  THE  GATE  AND  THEN  JOGGED  THRBUGH  THE 
GATE  AS  IF  THFY  VERE  OUT  FOR  THEIR  MORNING  EXERCISE. 
SOURCE  AND  ('AM  VENT  AROUND  TO  THE  BACK  Of  THE  AIRFIELD 
AND  STANDING  ON  THE  SEAT  .Of  THE  BICYCLE.  VHICH  THEY 
LEANED  AGAINST  THE  VALL.  CUT  THE  BOHCM  TVO  STRANDS 
OF  BARBED  VIRE  FROM  THE  THREE  STRANDS  VHICH  RAN  ALONG 
THF  TVO  METER  HIGH  VALL.    SOURCE  CL1ME"5  l«  ^\Kl  AND 
(*Wt  PUSHED  THE  BAHERY  UP  TO  HIM.   AFTfR  '»"^CLIMEO 
UP  TO  HOLD  THf  "mERY  SOURCE  OROPPEO  DOW  INSIDE  THE 
AIRF'fin  AND  </'»^HAKOED  THE  BATTERY TOVN  TO  HIM.  SOURCE 
AND  /^CARRIED  THE  BAHERY  OVER  TO  THE  UHIH  VHERE 

VERE  VAITING.  M*mfHM>  ALREAD2  REMOVED  THE 
TIE  DOWNS  FROM  THE  Sf"><  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  OPENED  THE 
BATTERY  rntmmm .rtlfdlO  HAO  THE  COMPASS  VHICH  HE 
GAVE  TO  AiWfc  THE  GROUP  TOOK  OFF  FROM  BACH  MAI  AT  APPROX- 
IMATELY 0445  HOURS  AND  VENT  STRAIGHT  TO  THF  snrrre  nr(.o 
VHERE /V/^7^fe      VAS  VAITING  VITH  SONS  Mft^ei 
AND  I  yA«e       TMf  MfKiP  IT  THf  SOCCER  FIELD  ALSO 
INCLUuiu  y/*^  £       /yA7*i  fB-      AND  HER  f  RIEND 

///t>f^  H*I>  ^RIIVED  VITHOUT  SOURCE'S  PRIOR 

INUWLIDGE.   AFTER  TAKE  OFF  THE.  GROUP  HEADED  NORTH  FOR 
THE  PRC  BORDER.   THE  GROUP  DISPLAYED  A  RED  FLAG  OH 
EACH  SIDE  Of  THE  AIRCRAFT  TO  INDICATE  AN  EMERGENCY  FLIGHTl 
AS  THE  AIRCRAFT  APPROACHED  THE  PRC  BORDER  THE  GROUP  CHANGED 
BT 
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ITTUVW  IHMKAmt  0?107S4 
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fK  USMO  1(1  JIK  CM 

10    DIA  VASM  OC//DI-K//  AT-1 

IHfO  SCCSTATC  WASH  OC//CAmK 
USOAO  BANGUX  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARftEBS  PT  HI 
CIA  VASMCC//D0O/EAVLI 

BT 


SECOEF  VASH  0C//OASO  ISA/PV  NIA 
CINCPAC  HONOIUIU  HI 
USOlO  HONG  KONG  HI 


SEaid  06  or  II  BEIJING  CH  029M 

m  FLAGS  TO  VHHE  TO  INDICATE  TO  THE  CHINESE  THAT  THCT 
VAVTEO  TO  SURRENDER.  THE  AIRCRAFT  LANDED  APPROXIMATELT 
4D  IILOKntRS  INSIDE  THE  PRC  AND  THE  GROUP  REMAINED  M 
BOARD  THE  HELICOPTER  ATIL  PRC  OFFICIALS  ARRIVED  ON  THE 
SCENE.  SOURCE  V>S  NOT  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  INFORMATIOK  ON 
THE  ALTITUDE  OP  AHHITH  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  AMD  STATED  THAT 
THET  FLEV  'HIGH-  AND  'NORTH'.  COPIES  OF  ALL  DOCUKENTS  IN 
POSSESSION  AND  PHOTOS  VILL  BE  SENT  BY  SEPARATE  LETTER. 

C.  SOURCE  WAS  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  THE 

FaLOVING  CONCERNING  THE  BNV:    THE  6NV  (KOI)  IS 
ORGANIZED  INTO  46  SEPARATE  DEPARTMENTS  (CUC)  INCLUDING 
SCHOOLS.  RESEARCH  LABORATORIES.  AMD  OPERATIONAL  DEPACT- 
MENTS.    THE  46  DEPARTMENTS  CCKE  UNDER  FOUR  GENERAL 
DEPARTMENTS  (DIRECTORATES)  GENERAL  SECURIH  DEPARTMENT 
(TONG  CUC  AN  NINH)  GERNRAL  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  (TONG 
CUC  CANH  SAT)  GENERAL  RECONSTRUCTION  FORCES  DEPARTMENT 
(TONG  CUC  XAY  DUNG  LUC  LUONG)  GENERAL  REAR  S 
RVICES 

DEPARTMENT  (TONG  CUC  HAU  CAN).    THE  BNV  IS  HEADED 
BT  PHAM  HUNG  (WAS  FORMERLY  HEADED  BY  TRAN  QUOC  HOANG). 
PHAM  HUNG  HAS  SU  DEPUTIES.   THE  SENIOR  DEPUTY  TO 
PHAM  HUNG  IS  LE  QUOC  TAN  VHO  IS  THE  MINISTRY  COKHinEC 
PARH  SECRETARY  (BI  THU  DANG  DOAN)  AND  IS  RESPONSIBLE 
FOR  PLANS  AND  POLICY.   THE  OTHER  DEPUTIES  ARE  TRAN  DONG 
DEPUTY  FOR  POLITICAL  AFFAIRS  (VU  CHINH  TRI).  CAO  DANG 
CHIEM  DEPUTY  FOR  SECURITY  FROM  muK  SOUTH  (SPECIAL 
ARRANGEMENT  FOR  SOUTH  SINCE  REUNIFICATION.  CHIEM  WAS 
PREVIOUSLY  CHIEF  OF  SECURITY  FOR  SA1G0N-6IA  OINH  MILITARY 
MANAGEMENT  COMHIITEE).  TRAN  QUYET  DEPUTY  FOR  ARMED 
PaiCE  (CAUH  SAT  VU  TRANG).  HOANG  TKAO  DEPUTY  FOR  REAR 
SERVICES  (HAU  CAN)  AND  MINH  TIEN  DEPUTY  FOR  SCIENCE  AND 
TECHNOLOGY  (IHOA  HOC  lY  THUAT).    SOURCE  PROVIDED  THE 
FOLLOWING  CONCERNING  IMPORTANT  PERSONALITIES:   VIEN  CHI  • 
A  FORMER  DEPUTY  MINISTER  OF  THE  BNV  VHO  HAD  BEEN  DETACHED 
TO  THE  MILITARY  SECURITY  DEPARTMENT  (CUC  BAO  VE  AN  NINH 
QUAN  DOI):  PHAM  UET-AN  OFFICER  VITH  RANI  OF  BG  FROM  SVH 
FORMERLY  IN  CHARGE  OF  ARMED  POLICE  BUT  HAD  DIED  OF  CANCER; 
NGUYEN  TAI-FORMER  CHIEF  OF  DEPARTMENT  tT  TECNHICAL 
DEPARTMENT  (CUC  lY  THUAT).  HAD  BEEN  CAPTURED  DURING  THE 

ACTION  DI-K(l)  (I.M) 
INFO    CXS:C)  CJCS(J)  DJSC)  J3(S)  NIDSC)  J1:NHCCC) 
iH2)  C}S(S)  SECDEFiC)  SECDEF(T)  USDP(IS) 
USDREiHdD)  DI-S(l)  NMICC)  OS(I)  SVS(l)  DC-4(1) 
0C-4B(U  AT(1)  AT-Kl)  AT-3(1)  D6-2(l)  0B-2B(1) 
D6-2C(I)  D8-SD)(1)  OT-I(l)  0T-2(1)  DIA(l) 
4CSA  WASHINGTON  DC 
*CNO  VASHINSTON  K 
4CSAF  VA5HIN6I0N  DC 
*0>Z  CC  VUHINGTOH  DC 
StCTIONAL(l) 

TOTAL  COPIES  lEI^IRED 


VU  IN  THE  SOUTH  AND  IMPRISONED  FOK  SEVERAL  YEARS  BY  TK 
IVa.  VAS  CONSIDERED  A  HERO  AFTER  L16ERAT10I.  AND  SENT  BY 
SRV  GOVERIKENT  FOR  SU  MONTHS  TO  EAST  GERMANY  TO  RECUPER- 
ATE. AFTER  RETURNING  TO  SRV  MAS  TEMPORARILY  APPOINTED  AS 
A  DEPUTY  MINISTER  BUT  WAS  RELIEVED  AND  FORCED  inO 
RETIREMENT  AFTER  SOKE  DOCUMENTS  LEFT  BEHIND  DURING  THE 
nn  EVACUATION  INDICATED  THAT  HE  HAD  «OOPEUTEO  VITH  THE 
6VN.  WILE  HE  VAS  IMPRISONED  IN  THE  SOUTH  A  SR  COL  HONG  HA 
VAS  DISCIPLINED  BY  THE  PARTY  FOR  HA^NG  REUTIONS  VITN 
HIS  (NGUYEN  TAI'S)  VIFE:  HUYNH  VIET  THANG-FOMR  OEPUn 
TO  CAO  DANG  CHIEM  NOV  IS  DEPUTY  OF  PEOPLE'S  SUPREME 
COURT  (PHO  VIEN  UEM  SOAT  TOA  AN  NHAN  DAN  TOI  CAO).  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  VHEN  HE  BECAME  A  SECURITY  PaiCEMAN  THERE  VAS 
ONLY  ONE  BRANCH  (CONG  AN)  BUT  SOMETIME  DURING  THE  MID 
1960-S  (POSS  196S)  THE  CONG  AN  VAS  DIVIDED  INTO  SIX 
SEPARATE  BRANCHES  INCLUDING  IHl-  DEPARTMENT  OF  ADMINIS- 
TRATION AND  PUBLIC  ORDER  (CUC  CANH  SAT  QUAR  LY  HANH 
CHANH  VA  TRI  AN  U  HODCHIEF  IS  SR  Ca  TO  lUAN  MA. 
0H2-CRIMINAL  DEPARTMENT  (CUC  HINH  SU)  CHIEF  IS  BG  TRM 
im  (NOT  SR  COL  'RAN  L'JNG  VHO  IS  IK  0:PARTKENT  XE). 
IH3  TRAIISPORTATION/COHKUNICATION  OEPART/IENT  (CUC  GIAO- 
TH0N6)  CHIEF  IS  COL  BACH  TRA«.  IH4  SECURITY  (PROTECTION) 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT  (CUC  CANH  SAT  BAO  VE).  IHS-FIRE  DEPAH- 
MENT  (CUC  CHJA  CHAY).  AND  tHfi-PENAL  tiPARlMENT  (CUC 
TRAI  GIAM)  CHIEF  IS  BG  LE  KUU  QUA.    THE  DEPUTY  FOR  XK2 
VAS  COLONEL  NGYUEN  THICH.    ANOTHER  MEMBER  OF  XH2  VAS  ETC 
DUNG  (LNl)  VHO  HAD  BEEN  COVERT  IN%AIGON  SINCE  196S 
AND  HAD  OPERATED  OUT  OF  A  HOUSE  ON  PHAN  THAN  GIAH  STREET. 
THE  HIGHEST  LEVEL  OF  KHTLAS  THE  DEPARTMENT  (CUC)  AT  THE 
LARGE  CITY  AND  MUNICIPALITY  LEVEL  VAS  THE  OFFICE  (PHONG). 
AT  THE  PROVINCIAL  OR  DISTRICT  LEVEL  VAS  THE  SECTION  (BAN). 
IN  THE  CASE  OF  IH2  THE  NATIONAL  LEVEL  (CUC)  «WLO  BE 
DESIGNATED  AS  XH2.  THE  CITY  LEVEL  (PHONG)  PIH2.  AND 
THE  PROVINCIAL/DISTRICT  LEVEL  (OEPEWOIK  ON  POPUUTION 
DENSITY)  VOULD  BE  (BAN)  BIH2.    A  NIKBER  VWLD  BE  ADDED 
AT  THE  CITY  OR  PROVINCIAL  LEVEL  TO  DENOTE  THE  OFFICE 
OR  SECTION  I.E.  OFFICE  THREE  OF  DEPARTMENT  IH2  (P3IH2) 
OR  SECTION  SIX  OF  DEPARTMENT  XH2  (B6U<2).    IN  SOKE  AREAS 
THE  NUMBERS  VOULD  BE  REVERSED  I.E.  XH2P)  OR  XN2B6. 
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fK  USDW  BEIJING  CH 

TO    DIA  VASM  0C//0I-7C//  AT-3 

INfO  StCSTATt  VASH  0C//[A/VIK 
USOAO  BANGtOl  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CIA  VASHOC//000/EAVLI 

BT 


SECDEF  VASH  DC//OASD  ISA/PV  HIA 
CINCPAC  KONaUlU  HI 
USOlO  HONG  lONG  Ht 


SECTION  07  OF  IS  BEIJING  CH  02969 

HAD  EIGHT  PERSONNEL  ASSIGNED.   P2  VAS  THE  GENERAL  OFFICE 
(TONC  HOP)  AND  HAO  11  PERSONNEL  ASSIGNED.    PJ  VAS  THE 
INVESTIGATIONS  rfFICE  (TRONG  AN)  CHIEF  VAS  NGWEN  NHAN 
EgUIVALENr  TO  tTC.  DEPUTY  VAS  LE  TUYEN  E^V  TO  MAJORI  P3 
HAO  12  ASSIGNED  PERSONNEL.    P4  VAS  THE  VICE  OFFICE  (CHONG 
TE  NAN  XA  KOI).   PS  VAS  THE  OFFICE  AGAINST  SMUGGLING 
(CHOKG  CUON  LA'J)  HAO  10  PEOPLE  ASSIGNED.    P6  VAS  THE 
OFFICE  FOR  VFAfOHS  AND  ESCAPED  PRISONERS  (VUIHI/CKW 
TRON)  AND  HAO  SIX  PE^OMIEL  ASSIGNED.  FORMER  CHIEF  VAS 
CHI  TU  BEFORE  SHE  VAS  FEASSIGNED  TO  PI. 


THE  CHIEF  OF  P31E3  VAS  HUYNH  VAN  THAN. 
EQV  TO  LTC  SALARY  125  PIASTERS  PER  MONTH.    THAN  VAS  A 
NATIVE  OF  SVN  P06  POSSIBLY  LONG  AN  (P).    THAN  VAS 
APPROXIMATELY  56  YEARS  OF  AGE.    THE  DEPUTY  OF  P3XE3 
VAS  NGYUEN  KANH  HA.  A  45  YEAR  OLD  NATIVE  OF  NVN  P06 
POSSIBLY  HANOI.  fOV  TO  MAJOR.  SALARY  110  PIASTERS  PER 

MOKTH.  s       rc  e 


THE  MAIN  OFFICE  FOR  tE3  VAS  A  SIX  STORIED  BUILDING  LOCATED 
AT  147  HONG  THAP  TU  STREET  (TOAN  BO  XHOI  TRINH  SAT 
XIUH  TE  CONG  AN).   OTHER  DEPARTMENTS  XNOWN  TO  SOURCE 
VERE:  XEl-OEPARTHENT  OF  ECOIiOHlC  SECURITY  NUMBER  ONE 
(CUC  BAO  VE  (INK  TE  NOT).   MEMBERS  OF  XEl  VERE 
DETACHED  TO  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERNAL  COHHERCE  (TRADE) 
(BO  NOI  THUONG).  CHIEF  VAS  BG  NGYUEN  THE  TUNG.  XE2- 
DEPARTMENT  OF  ECW/OHIC  SECURITY  NUMBER  TVO  (CUC  BAO  VI 
XINH  TE  HAD  KEKBERS  VERE  DETACHED  TO  VORL  VITH  THE 
MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  TRADE  (BO  NGOAI  THUONG).  (E3- 
DEPARTMENT  OF  ECONOHIC  SECURITY  NUMBER  THREE  (CUC  BAO 
VE  riNH  TE  BA)  MEMBERS  VERE  DETACHED  TO  VORt  VITH  THE 
MINISTRY  OF  MATERIAL  (RESOURCES)  (BO  VAT  TU).  CHIEF  VAS 
TRAN  LUNG  VJi  TO  SENIOR  COLONEL.   ITl-DEPARTMENT  OF 

ACTION  01-7C(1)  (I.M) 
INFO    CJCS:C)  CJCS(3)  DJSC)  J3(5)  NIDSC)  J3:NKCC(M 
J'..(2)  C3S(5)  SECDEF:C)  SECDEF(7)  USDP(IS) 
USORE:n(10)  01-5(1)  NMICC)  OS(l)  SVS(l)  0C-4(1) 
0C-4B(1)  AT(l)  AT-X(l)  AT-3(1)  DB-2(1)  DB-2B(1) 
DB-2C(1)"0B-5D3(1)  OT-l(l)  DT-2(1)  OIAd) 
KSA  VASHINGTCN  DC 
4CN0  WASHINGTON  DC 
♦CSAf  VASHINGTON  OC 
4CMC  CC  VASHINGTON  DC 
SECTlOMAL(l) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


TECHNOLOGY  (CUC  lY  THUAT  MOT)  RESPONSIBLE  fOP.  SIGNALS 
INTELLIGENCE  (TIN  BAO  TREN  IHONG).  CHIEF  IS  MAN  (INU) 
EQV  TO  SR  COL.  SALARY  165  PIASTERS  PER  MOUTH,  HAS 
SLIGHTLY  LESS  THAN  200  ASSIGNED  PERSONNEL.  n2-DEPAKTM[HT 
OF  TECHNOLOGY  NUHBER  THREE.  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  AUDIO 
SURVEILLANCE.  XEYS  AND  LKXS.  AND  TRAOISCRAFT  (DAP  MAY 
GHT  AM  BI  MAT.  HAT  HA  THONG  TIN.  LAM  TlH  LIEU  GIA).  AN 
OFFICER  VITH  THE  RANK  EQC  OF  COL  OR  «!  COL  NHYUEN  TRONG 
XHAH3  IS  SOHEVHERE  IN  IT  BUT  SOURCE  IS  NOT  SURE  Of  VHICH 
DEPARTMENT.    X51-T0URIST  CCHPANY  OF  VIETNAM  (CONG  TY  DU 
IICH)  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  SURVEILLING  FOREIGN  TOURISTS. 
FURNISHES  AGENTS  AS  INTERPRETERS.  GUIDES,  AND  DRIVERS. 
CHIEF  IS  IHUC  HUE,  EQC  TO  SR  COL.  X50-6ENERAL 
SURVEILLANCE  FORMERLY  1-99  (CUC  NGOAI  TUYEN).  LaATEO 
IN  JEflVE  STORIED  BUILDING  ON  HONG  THOP  TU  STREET  HCM  CITY.' 
r  10-  TERRITORIAL  (BORDER)  SECURITY  (CUC  BAO  VE  LANH  TO); 
X49-  INTELLIGENCE  COLLECTION  (CUC  PHAI  (HIEN)  AXA  (CUC 
SU  TAP):  (46A-COUNTERSU6VERSION  (CUC  BAO  VE  CHINH  TRI 
HOT,  CHIEF  BG  NGUYEN  SI  HUYNH.  U9A-C0UNTERREACTI0IMRY 
(CUC  BAO  VE  CHINH  TRI  HAD.   VU-CADRE  ORGANIZATION  (VU  TO 
CHUC  CAN  BO)  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ORGANIZING  THE  BNV  CADRE  AT 
DEPARTMENT  LEVEL  (CUC)  DOVN.  CHIEF  IS  fJGUYEI!  DANG. 
C-5J0-SECURITY  OFFICERS  ACADEMY  (TRUQtiG  SI  QUAN  AN  NINH). 
LOCATED  AT  THANH  JUAN  AREA  OF  HANOI  (F  XM):riVE  YEAR  COURSE. 
FORMER  CHIEF  VAS  HOAKG  MAI,  BUT  HE  HAS  BE:n  REASSIGNED 
AS  DEPUTY  OF  THE  GENERAL  DEPARTMENIJOR  RECCNSTR'JCTION 
FORCES  (TONG  CUC  PHO  TOWG  CUC  XAY  DUNG  LUC  lUONG).  T-17- 
POLIC:  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  (TRUONG  SI  QUAN  CANH  lAT),  LOCATED 
AT  SUOl  HAI  (U)  BA  VI  (D)  APPROX  70  IK  FROM  HANOI. 
FIVE  YEAR  COURSE.    T-18  MID  LEVEL  SECURITY  POLICE 
SCHOOL  NUK3ER  ONE,  LKATED  4  IM  FROM  T-17  (FORMERLY  lOXM 
BUI  T-18  VAS  MOVED  TO  FACILITATE  LOGISTICS)  18  MONTH  COURSE 
INCLUDES  LAO  AND  (HMER.    CT-13  POLICE  OFFICERS  SCHOOL 
NUMBER  TVO  (TRUONG  CANH  SAT  HAI)  LOCATED  IN  HCM  CITY. 
18  MONTH  COURSE,  (IS  EQUIVALENT  TO  T-18.    SECURITY  SCHOOL 
NUMBER  TVO  (NUMERICAL  DISIGNATION  UNtNOW).  LOCATED 
SOUTHEAST  OF  BIEN  HOA  CITY,  APPRO!  lOLM  NORlKVEST  OF 
LONG  THANH  TOVN  ON  THE  VEST  SIDE  OF  HVY  NUMBER  15. 
INCLUDES  LAO  AND  XHMER  STUDENTS,  18  MONTH  MIDLEVEL 
COURSE,  2W  FORM  LONG  THANH  REEDUCATION  CAMP.  SECURITY 
SCHOOL  NUMBER  ONE  (TRUONG  AN  NINH  MOT)  LOCATED  3(N  FRCH  . 
PHO  LU  TCVN  IN  VINH  PHU  (P)  (EQUIVALENT  TO  SECURITY 
SCHOOL  NUHBER  TVO)  18  MONTH  MID  LEVEL  COURSE.  CHU  LAI- 
NUOC  MAN  SECURITY  POLICE  SCHOOL  (NUMERICAL  DESIGNATION 
BT  «^ 
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SECTION  OS  OF  IB  BEIJING  CH  07969 

UNINOVN)  TRUONG  CONG  AN  CHU-LAI  NUOC  KAN).  LOCATED  A 
KUOC  KAN  VILLAGE  Mm  FORMER  U.S.  AIR6ASE  AT  CHU  LAI.  18 
KONTH  KIO  LEVEL  COURSE.  INCLUDES  STUDENTS  FROK  ETHNIC 
KINORITIES  AND  VIETNAMESE  STUDENTS  FROH  THE  CENTRAL 
AND  VESTERN  HIGHLANDS.   CRIME  RESEARCH  LABORATORY  (VIEN 
MGHIEN  cue  HINH  SU).  LUATED  IN  THE  TAN  DAO  AREA  OF  TAN 
DUONG  (D)  VINH  PHU  (P).  COHPLETED  IN  LATE  197S.  HAS 
ADVISORS  FROH  EAST  GERMANY.   SECURIU  POLICE  RESEARCH 
LABORATORY  (VIEN  NGHIEN  CUC  CONG  AN.  LOCATED  IN  HANOI  (VIC 
COORD  882744  HANOI  CITY  MAP  L909.  HAS  SOVIET  ADVISORS. 
SOURCE  ONLY  tNEV  OF  TWO  OPERATIVES  VHOH  HE  BELIEVED 
TO  BE  VORHNG  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES.  NGUYEN  OUC  IHA  WO 
HAD  STUDIED  ENGLISH  AND  INTERROGATION  IN  CUBA  IN  THE 
EARLY  1960'S,  VAS  APPRO!  38  YEARS  OLD.  POB  KGHE  AN  (P). 
IHA-S  FATHER  VAS  HEAD  OF  THE  STATE  BAHt  FOR  N6HE  AN  (P). 
SOURCE  BELIEVED  THAT  iHi  w**;  PBf<;rKTLY  IN  CUBA.  SOURCE 
Kin  A  r.iRi  fRif.W)    //i*^  G      WO  RESIDED  AT 

THANH  TRI  (D)HANOI.    SOURCE  LEARNED 
FROH  iVAW^THAT  HER  FATHER  WAS  AN  OPERATIVE  IN  THAILAND 
AND  HAH  BEEN  THERE  SINCE  1962  OR  63.    HIS  LAST  NAME 
WAS  SOURCE  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  REMEMBER  HIS  FIRST 

NAME  BUI  STATfO  THAT  HIS  RANI  WAS  EQUIVALENT  TO  BG. 
D.  SOURCE  ONLY  FIRST  HAND  tWVLEDGE  OF  US 

POW-S  WAS  GAINED  WHILE  HE  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  SECURITY 
POLICE  IN  HANOI.    SOURCE  VORKD  AS  WHAT  HE  DESCRIBED  AS 
A  RECORDER  FOR  INTERROGATORS  AT  HOA  LO  PRISON  FROH  JUKE 
1966  UNTIL  JULY  1967.    SURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  WAS  ASSIGNED 
THERE  FOR  TRAINING  AS  AN  INTERROGATOR.    SOURCE  ALSO 
CLAIKED  TO  HAVE  PROVIDED  FOOD  AND  WATER  TO  U.S.  PRISONERS 
ABOVE  THEIR  NORMAL  RATION.    SINCE  SOURCE  COULD  NOT  SPEAI 
OR  WRITE  ENGLISH  AND  HAD  HAD  NO  FORMAL  TRAINING  HE  HAS 
PROBABLY  ASSIGNED  TO  HAO  10  AS  A  GUARD.    IN  ANY  CASE 
DUE  TO  THE  TIME  LAPSE  HE  VAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  DESCRIBE  ANY 
PRISONERS  OR  PROVIDE  ANY  NAMES.    SOURCE  DID  NOT  INOW  Of 
ANY  REMAINS  BUT  REMEMBERED  ONE  US  PRISONER  WHO  WAS 
BROUGHT  mo  THE  PRISON  AFTER  BEING  BADLY  BURNED  AND 
SPECULATED  THAT  THE  KAN  HAD  DIED  SOON  AFTER  ARRIVAL  BUT 
OIDN-T  (NOW  WHERE  THE  REMAINS  WERE  BURIED.   OTHER  PER- 
SONNEL AT  HOA  LO  WHOH  SOURCE  REMEMBERED  WERE  KISS  OAU 
WHO  WAS  A  OaiOR  WHO  TREATED  US  PRISONERS.  NGUYEN  OUC 


KHA.  LT  INTERROGATOR.   DP06  1944  HGHE  AN.  AND  IIK  GIANG  A 
SRCPT  WHO  HAS  CHIEF  OF  THE  DISCIPLINARY  SECTION.    SOURCE  HAO 
INVESTIGATED  THE  ESCAPE  OF  TWO  U.S.  POWS  FROM  THE  YEN 
PKU  ELECTRIC  GENERATING  PLANT  (CIC  COORD  WJ  8827)  SCMETIKE 
DURING  1967.    SOURCE  STATED  1HAT  THE  DRV  lEPT  PRISONERS  AT 
THE  PLANT  TO  DISCOURAGE  U.S.  PILOTS  FROH  80HB1NG  II  SO  THE 
SUPPLY  Of  ELECTRICITY  COULD  BE  MAlNTAINEft.    THE  TWO  MEN 
WHD  ESCQPEO  WENT  SOUTHEAST  DOWN  THE  RED  RIVER  AND  MANAGED 
TO  TRAVEL  APPROl  30  ULOHETEXS  BEFORETHEY  WERE  RECAPTURED. 
SOURCE  CLAIKED  THAT  HE  PUT  THE  SEARCH  PARTY  ON  THE  WRONG 
TRAIL  TO  HELP  THE  KEN  BUT  IT  WAS  MORE  lUELY  THAT  SOURCE'S 
INEPTNESS  WAS  THE  KAIN  SOURCE  Of  ASSISTANCE.  UHIWf 
CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  A  FRIEND  INOVN  TO  SOURCE  AS 
LT.  DPOe  1948  THAI  BINH.  VKO  VDRtED  FOR  tH6  (PENAL  SYSTEM) 
IN  THE  HEADQUARTERS  Of  THE  61.7  IN  HANOI.    SOURCE  STATED 
THAT  DURING  A  CONVERSATION  SCKETIME  DURING  JULY  OR  AUGUST 
1980.  WHEN  lig^  CAME  TO  HCM  CITY  FOR  A  VISIT,  HE  TOLD 
SOURCE  THAT  SCHE  AMERICAN  POW'S  WERE  BEING  HELD  AT  A  fORKEI 
nRV  PENAL  PRISON  AT  PHUONG  LIE!  (VIC  COORD  HJ  876217). 
f(l»i  RELATED  TO  SOURCE  THAT  THE  AMERICANS  WERE  A  LOT  Of 
TROUBLE  TO  LOOl  AFTER  AND  THAT  HE  WISHED  THE  GOVERNMENT 
(SRV)  WOULD  LET  THEM  GO  HOkE  LIU  THEY  WERE  SUPPOSED  TO 
DO  IN  ACCOfiHANCE  WITH  THE  PARIS  AGRElMENTS.  WHILE 
SOURCE  AND  rtH^'  WERE  SITTING  DOrti  TALHN6  TbEY  SAW 
SCHE  MIXED  BLOOO  VIETNAMESE  CHILDRFN  WHICH  PROMPTED 
TO  TALt  ABOUT  THE  AMERICAN  POW'S.  DID  NOT  RELATE  TO 

SOURCE  ANY  FURTHER  DETAILS  CONCERNIN^THE  AMERICANS 
ALLEGEDLY  HELD  AT  PHUONG  LIET.    DURING  A  PREVIOUS  INTERVIEW 
SOURCE  HAO  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  tVOWLEDGE  CONCERNING  FIVE  AMER- 
ICAN  COLONELS  WHO  WERE  BEING  HELD  IN  HANOI.  ONE  OF  WHO 
HAO  RECENTLY  COMMITTED  SUICIDE  RESULTING  IN  AN  INVESTIGATION 
CONDUCTED  BY  SOURCE.   ONE  Of  THE  AMERICANS  ACCORDING  TO 
SOURCE'S  PREVIOUS  TESTIMONY  WAS  HARRY  NORMAN.   WHEN  PRESSED 
FOR  MORE  SPECIFIC  DETAILS  SOURCE  AOHinEO  THAT  Hf  MO 
HEARD  THE  INFORMATION  FROH  THE  PILOT  .  /V/Wng.  VND 
THAT  ACCORDING  TO       THE  PRIMARY  SOURCE  WAS  COLONEL 
WHO  WAS  THE  DEPUTY  PaiTICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  SRV  AIR  rym.t. 
SOURCE  VAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ANY  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  ALLEGED  DETENTION  OF  THE  AMERICANS. 
SOURCE  STATED  THAT  TO  THE  BEST  OF  HIS  INOVLEDGE 
THE  REMAINS  OF  AMERICANS  WERE  BURIED  NEAR  THE  SITE  OF  THE 
CRASH  OR  INCIDENT.  SOURCE  HAO  NEVER  HEARD  Of  ANY  PRISONERS 
BEING  TAIEN  OtH  Of  THE  COUNTRY.  AND  THAT  SOURCE  HAO  NEVER 
BT 
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SECTION  09  OF  IS  BEIJIKG  CH  02969 

OeSlRVEO  A»y  FOSCIGKIRS  mtSROGHTlNG  OR'mTlClPATIWG  IR 
ANY  WAY  IV  TH[  INTERROGATION  Of  US  POW'S  DURING  THE  WAR 
UNTIL  THE  AMERICAN  POVS  WERE  RELEASED.    SOURCE  SAID  THAT 
OTHER  DETENTION  AREAS  FOR  US  POV'S  WERE  TRUONG  TAN 
TRAO  SCHOOL  laAlEO  ON  HAK3  BONG  THO  NHUOH  ST  (HEARSAY) 
AND  THE  riLH  WAREHOUSE  (IHO  CHUA  FILM)  ON  DUONG  CAU  KOI 
STREET  (VIC  WJ  1522)  (HEARSAY).   SOURCE  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO 
PROVIDE  FURTHER  INPORKATICN  CONCERNING  THE  PRISON  SYSTEM. 
BUT  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  NIGHT  BE  ABIE  TO  COKE  UP  WITH  MORE 
INFORHATION  AFTER  HE  WAS  RESETTLED  IN  THE  US  AND  WAS  NOT 
SO  SIM  FROH  THE  WORRY  AND  EMOTIONAL  STRAIN. 

3.  SOURCE    S&\ArCt    PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING 

RESPONSES  Tn  THf  nifUinK^  POSEO  BY  DIA:    $  C 

.  OPOB  ^      UNANG  KUNICIPALITY.  QUANG  NAM 

(P)  VH.   FORMER      V  t>  SOURCE  A  50  YEAR  OLD 

MALE  ETHNIC  VIETNAMESE  WHO  ESCAPED  FRO.  HANOI  CM  BY 
HELICOPTER  TO  THE  PRC  IN  SEPTEMBER  19S1  WAS  INTERVIEWED 
ON  S  AND  6  MARCH  I9B2  AT  USOAO  BEIJING.    SOURCE  WAS 
COOPERATIVE.  Ill  6000  HEALTH.  AND  MENTALLY  ALERT  DURING 
THE  INTERVIEW. 


BUU  ACCORDING  1U  SOURCE  WAS  A  FAMOUS  TYCOON  FROH  HUE  CITY 
AND  OWNED  NIMEROUS  BUILDINGS  AND  FACTORIES HNCLUDIMG 
THE  DOFITEX  TEXTILE  MILL  AT  BUN  HOA  WH1£H  WAS  CCHPLETED 
BY  SOURCE  IN  LATE  1962.   DURING  1962  AND  196).  SOURCt 
-MlINUEO  TO  WORt  FOR  KR.  BUU  ON  A  JOINT  U.S./VIETNAKESC 
PROJECT  WHICH  CALLED  FOR  THE  BUILDING  OF  CONCRETE  BUNKERS 
AND  OUTPOSTS  FROH  BIEN  HOA  TO  VUNG  TAU  ALONG  NATIONAL 
ROUTE  15.   THE  ORGANIZATION  UNDER  PRESIDENT  NGO  OINH 
OIEK  WAS  CALLED  THE  "FIGHTING  CATHOLICS  DIVISION*  (SU  OOAN 
LUC  LU0N6  CONG  NHAN  CHIEV  DAU).   AFTER  THE  ASSASSINATION 
OF  PRESIDENT  OIEH.  MR.  BUU'S  CWPANIES  WERE  CONFISCATED 
BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  MR.  BUU  VAS  PLACED  UNDER  HOUSE  ARREST 
AT  THE  GRALL  HOSPITAL  IN  SAIGOK  FOR  OVER  TWO  Yf"< 
SOURCE  WAS  ABLE  TO  FIND  OTHER  EMPLOYMENT  WITH  T  S  P> 
COMPANY  WHICH  •    '9t.5)6  92. 3S  ?6  -  !43.:f  :94094-S69. 
AND  MR.  BUU'S  OLDER  BROTHER  NGinfFN  ViN  m,  THF  fORMfB 
CHIEF  OF  QUANG  TRI  (P). 


A.  SOURCE  MOVED  FROH  DANANS  CITY  TO  SAIGON 

CITY  DURING  EARLY  1957.   SOURCE  WAS  ABLE  TO  FIND 
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SECTION  10  Of  18  BEIJIW  CH  02969 

A  21  STOBY  HOTEL  AT  THE  COWEI  Of  BACH  OAK  AVO  BEN  CHUONG 
OUONE  STREETS,  tm  tm^t  WAS  ARRESTED  FOf!  EHBEZZIEKEITT 
WHILE  A  KtKBER  Of  COWRESS  AJTO  CHAIRXAK  Of  Twf  rfWKfRCt 
COKMISSIOK  IR  SAIGON.    ACCOfiOIHG  TO  SOURCE  /V/ti*^  WAS 
RELEASED  JUST  PRIOR  TO  THE  CCWKUKIST  TALEOVER  AW  NOW 
KSIDfS  IN  CANADA.    SOURCE  RECCMtlNOED  THAT  THE  US6  AHEKPt 
TO  COinACT  /v'AT»e  who  is  vert  RICH  ANO  f  A«US  AMONG  THE 
VIETNAMESE  POCULATION  IN  ORDER  TO  VERIFT  SOURCE'S  BACI- 
SOURCE  WAS  UTER  ABLE  TO  SECURE  AN  IVTEBIATIOML 


Dcnrn  director  gehirai  taaiL  the  comjNisi  taieo^er  on 

}0  APRIL  197S. 

I.  AT  TM(  TIKE  Of  HIS  AUEH  SOURCE  WAS 

KSI0IH6  AT     S  P  ^  £>  SAieON  CIH. 

SOUKI  STATIO  IHAI  HE  DID  MOT  GO  TO  REGISTER  WITH  T< 
NCW  GOWtRtKEVT  BECAUSE  HE  WAS  AFRAID  «  WOULD  HAVE  TO  GO 
FOt  tfCOUCATIOi.    SINCE  HE  HAD  HO  KILITART  BACIGROUMO 
SOUKI  fill  THAT  HE  WULO  BE  BETTER  OfF  TO  WAH  AND  TU£ 
HIS  CMMCtS.    SOUKI  FELT  THAT  IF  Hf  WERE  AUESTEO  HI 
KUIO  BI  QUICILT  RILEASID.   SOUKE  STATED  THAT  HI  HAD 
UPT  COfllS  Of  MIS  U.S.6.  LEHERS  Of  CCmEHOATION  AM 
COfllS  Of  COKTRAaS  SIGKB  BT  OICC  A»       IN  CASI 
K  HM  U  OffOITUNlTT  TO  ESaPE  INTO  REFUGEE  CWUMLS. 
SOUKI  FILT  THAT  COf  lES  Of  HIS  PREVIOUS  EKnOTWVT  WOULl 
tCLP  HU  II  RESITTLENEn.  BVT  AHUAILT  TXT  III  TO  MIS 
INniSOMtfl  AS  HEOUUTION.    SOUKI  FUtTMIR  STATED  K 
ULinriB  THAT  COPIES  Of  MIS  LITUIS  Of  COKHOATIOi  FKM 
TW  IV  COtfS  EKIHIB  OfFiaB  MIU  BI  NllPfUl  TO  NIM 

wn  siiiiK  ENPionur  as 

SOUKI  MS  f  ItST  AmSTU  »  MT  117$  AlOK  Will 
APnOIIMTIlT  BB  01NIB  PtOPU  WHO  WIK  SUSKail  Of 
OBMIZIK  KSISTAKI  IfiAIQT  TK  OMWIST  (OVIBMCn. 

an  or  TNI  group  or  bo  okt  cion  ikiuoik  souke  vik 

TUII  TO  CMI  HOI  PllSn  U  SAIGON.    TK  UKAWIR  «IK 
MU  AT  THU  OUC  fOI  APPKMIMTLIT  ONI  MONTH  AID  RfLlASII. 
SOUNCI  MD  MIS  Smi  COMPANIONS  V(K  RITUWD  TO  TW  ONC 
tfTll  PCOCISSIK  AT  CMI  MOA  Om  TO  A  LAa  Of  SPACE  II 


THE  PRISON.   SOURCE  WAS  HELD  FOR  THREE  HOVTHS  AT  THI 
TW  OUC  VWEN'S  PRISON  WHERE  HAD 
BEEN  HELD  BT  THE  THEIU  REGIKI.   AFTER  THREE  MONTHS 
SOURCE  AND  THREE  OTHERS  WIRE  RELEASED  WHILE  THE  OTHER 
FOUR  WERE  HELD.    NO  REASON  WAS  GIVEN  FOR  SOURCE'S  RELEASE 
OR  THE   CONTINUED  OETEHTIOI.'  Of  THE  OTHER  FOUR  KEN. 
WHILE  DETAINED  AT  THU  OUC.  SOURCE  WAS  ItffCRROGATED 
SEVERAL  TIHES  ABOUT  THE  AMERICAN  OOCIKNTS  DISCOVERED 
IN  HIS  HOKE.    SOURCE'S  INTERROGATOR  TOLD  HIK  THAT 
HE  WAS  SUSPECTED  Of  BEING  »  SPT  AND  A  RESlSTANtt 
0RGANI2ER.    AFTER  HIS  RELEASE  SOURCE  BEGAN  LOOtlHG  FOR 
MEANS  TO  ESCAPE  FRW  THE  COUKTRT.    SOURCE  XINED  WITH 
THREE  OTHER  KEN  WHO  RESIDED  IN  HIS  NEIGKBORHOOO  TO 
ORGANIZE  AN  ESCAPE  BOA!  FRW  BEN  IRE  (P).   0«  Of  THI 
0RGANI20RS  WAS  ARRESTED  BT  THE  BINH  THANH  PUBLIC  SECURITT 
POLICE  AT  HIS  HOKE  AT  0200  HOURS  IN  IKE  KOttlNG.  SOURCE 
WAS  TAIEN  IfWIDlATELT  TO  A  FORMER  RVN  INTERROGATION 
CENTER  LOCATED  NEM  BANG  IT  BRIKE.  BIHH  THAW  (D)  GIA 
OINH  (P).    SOURCE  WOULD  HAVE  NOBULLT  RECEIVED  A  TW 
YEAR  SENTENCE  FOR  UTTEMPTIWG  TO  ESUPE  BUT  SINCE  THI 
OaiXENTS  HAD  BEEN  FOUm  IN  HIS  HOKE  AND  HE  HAD  ALREAOT 
BEEN  IN  JAIL  OURIK  197S  THE  ESCAPE  WAS  CONSIDERED  A 
SECOND  OFFENSE  RESULTING  IN  SOURCE  BEWG  SUBJECTED 
TO  REEOUCATICN.    SOURCE  WAS  HELD  AT  BINH  THANH  UNTIL 
OaOBER  1976  WHEN  RE  WAS  MOVED  TO  GIA  Mr  REEDUCATION 
CAMP  IN  LONG  UtANH  (P)  (HAND  OUWV  nyOKX  SIETCM  TO 
BE  FORWARDED  BT  SEPARATE  LOTER).    THE  GIA  RAT  RE-EO  CAMP 
WAS  LOCATED  AT  THE  FORMER  REGIMENTAL  HEADQUARTERS  Of 
THE  S2liO  REGIMENT.  IBTH  ARVN  DIVISION.    T«  CO.  Of 
GIA  RAT  RE-ED  CAMP  WAS  LTC  THUC.    THE  POLITICAL  OfFIUR 
WAS  SR  LT  VINH.    THE  CAMP  HOUSED  APPROIIKATELT  600 
FORMER  GVW  MILITANT  AND  CIVILIAN  OFFICIALS.   21  FEMAII 
PRISONERS  HAD  BEER  HELD  AT  GAI  UY  BUT  WERE  TRACFEUII 
TO  THE  LONG  THAJM  ORPHANAGE  (HEARSAY)  PRIOR  TO  SOUKI'S 
AMIVAL  AT  GIA  RAY.   GIA  RAY  CAMP  WAS  DIVIDED  irO  TWO 
SECTIONS.  (}A  AMD  UB.    SOURCE  WAS  HELD  II  SECTION  ISA. 
SOttCE  HEARS  THAT  SECTION  UB  HELD  OVER  100  IIMATES  A« 
THAT  THE  CO.  WAS  A  SR  LT  F ROf  IGMI  U  (P).  SOUKI 
RIMAIKD  AT  GIA  RAT  UNTIL  APRIL  1977  VHEI  N(  WAS  MWIB 
ALONG  WITH  APPROI  )00  OTHER  IIMIES  TO  NEWPORT  DOCt  II 
SAIGON  CITT.   SOUKI  AMD  HIS  GKXJP  WERE  LOUXD  ON  TIC  . 
SHIP  PERFUME  RIVIR  (SONG  HUONG)  WHICH  TRANSPOTED  OVIl 
ISOO  IIMATES  TO  MAI  PtOC  HAim.    SOUNCI  ARRIVO  AT 
IT 


K110N  0I-7C(1)  (l.M) 
I»0    CXS:<*)  CJCSO)  OJS(*)  JKS)  IIOSC)  J]:MCC(M 
XAW  US(S)  SICaU:C)  SICMFE;)  OSOPdS) 
0SOIt:TT(lO)  Ol-Sd)  MlCC)  0S(1)  S«S(I)  K-4(l) 
K-lB(l)-ftT(l)  AT-Kl)  AT-}(1)  M-2(ll  N-2M1) 
0I-2C(1)  N  SU(l)  IT-1(»  n-2(l)  eiMU 
*CSA  VASNIKTOI  K 
*€»  VASMICTON  K 
tCSAf  VASMINGtOI  K 
tOC  CC  VASMICTON  K 

lOTAl  COPIIS  HQUim 


MCN-S2071/01S79       TOft -8207 1 / 1 1 3 1 Z       T A0>B2O7 34Z  C0SM-KAK3M 

PACE   1  OF  I 


455 


DEPARTM 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF 

ITTS2TUW  IUHJPGA2969  0710(06 
nUTINl 

I  17067BI  KAR  82 


ni  USOM)  BdJIMG  CH 

TO    DIA  WASH  OC//01-7C//AT-3 

INFO  S(CSTAT(  VASH  OC//(A/Vlt  SCCOEF  VASH  DC//OASO  ISA/PV  MIA 

USOAO  tANGtOt  TH  CINCPAC  HONOIUIU  HI 

coi  XRC  imm  n  hi  usdlo  hcws  (ong  hi 

CU  VASH0C//00O/EAVLK 

■T 

UCTION  11  or  It  BEIJING  CH  02969 

HAI  PHONG  BY  SHIP  ON  20  APRIL  1977  AND  VAS  THEN  TRANS- 
fORTEO  BY  BUS  10  THE  HA  NAN  lilNH  RE-EO  CAMP  VHICH  HOUSED 
OVER  900  INMATES.   THE  CAKP  VAS  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  SECTIONS. 
A  AND  B.   THE  CAMP  CO.  VAS  ITC  lUONG  (POSS  lUNG).  THE 
LETTER  BOX  NUHSER  (LBN)  FOR  HA  NAK  NINH  DURING  SOURCE'S 
DETENTION  WAS  TD53/2S. SOURCE  REMAINED  AT  HA 
NAN  NINH  UNTIL  CHRISTMAS  EVE  NlGHl  IN  DECEHBER  1977 
WHEN  HE  VAS  MOVED  BY  BUS  ALONG  WITH  20  OTHER  INMATES  TO 
THE  QUYET  TIEN  AU  "GATE  TO  HEAVEN'  AU  'VIETNAMESE 
SIBERIA'  RE-ED  CAMP  IN  QUANG  BA  (MEO  VAT)  DISTRIH. 
HA  6IANG  (P)  (HAD  DRAWN  MEMORY  SKETCH  WILL  BE  FORWARDED 
IT  SEPARATE  LEHER).   SOURCE  DESCRIBED  CUYET  TIEN  AS 
BEING  ONE  SINGLE  CAMP  HOUSING  OVER  600  INMATES.  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  THE  CAMP  WAS  APPROX  30  IM  FROM  HA  GIANG  (P) 
HO.  APPROX  17  V.  FRCH  QUANG  BA  (D)  HQ.  APPROX  100  tH 
FROH  DONG  VAN  (0)  HQ.  AND  APPROX  t  U  (AIR)  FRCH  THE 
CHINESE  BORDER  (2tUt  ROAD  DISTANCE).    THE  CO.  OF  QUYET 
TIEN  CAKP  VAS  SR  CAPT  LAM  WO  HAD  BEEN  ASSIGNED  THERE  AS 
A  CORPORAL  SINCE  THE  PRISON  WAS  CONSTRUCTED  IN  19S7.  CAMP 
SECURITY  OFFICER  WAS  WARRANT  OFFICER  TO  AND  THE  POLITICAL 
INSTRUCTOR  WAS  MSGT  THANH.   THE  MOST  FAMOUS  INMATE  WAS 
FORMER  RVN  SPECIAL  FORCES  CPT  LUYEN  WHO  HAD  GRADUATED 
IN  THE  SAKE  OFFICERS  CLASS  AS  LTG  NGO  QUANG  TRUONG. 
CPT  LUYEN  HAD  BEEN  AN  INSTRUCTOR  WHO  WAS  DETACHED 
FROH  SPECIAL  FORCES  TO  WORt  WITH  THE  COKMANOO  (BIET  HCH 
OU)  TEAKS  WHICH  WERE  PARACHUTED  INTO  NORTH  VIETNAM  BY 
THE  U.S.G.  DURING  THE  1960'S.   MANY  OF  THE  FOPJtER  COKMANDOS 
AND  FROGMEN  STILL  OBEYED  CPT  LUYEN  WHO  REFUSED  TO  WRITE 
HOHE  OR  ACCEPT  VISITORS.    CPT  LUYEN  HAD  SEVERAL  OF  THE 
CCHMANOOS  CONVINCED  THAT  THE  U.S.  WAS  STILL  PLANNING  TO 
RESCUE  THEM  AND  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  CONTINUE  TO  RESIST 
AND  REFUSE  ANY  SPECIAL  TREATMENT  FRCM  THE  CCWtUfHSTS 
ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  ONE  OF  THE 
COKMANDOS  (IHOAN-INU)  HAD  HIS  LEG  BRACES  TIGHTENED  UNTIL 
HIS  BONES  FRACTURED  AND  PULLED  OUT  A  PIECE  OF  BONE  WHICH 
HE  GAVE  TO  SOURCE  AS  A  SOUVENIER.    ANOTHER  FAMOUS 
INMATE  WAS  FROGMAN  TOAN  (LNU)  WHO  HAD  BLOWN  UP  THE 
6IANH  RIVER  BRIDGE  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  PRIOR  TO 
CAPTURE.    THE  CCKMANOO  WHO  HAD  BEEN  HELD  THE  LONGEST 
VAS  CONG-THANH  (LNU)  WHO  HAD  BEEN  HELD  SINCE  1963.  WHEN 
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HIS  U.S.  ADVISORS  PARACHUTED  HIN  INTO  NORTH  VIETNAM 
ON  A  SABOTAGE  MISSION.    AND  INMATE  WHO  WAS  THE  SUBJECT 
OF  MUCH  HUHOR  WAS  THE  CAPTAIN  OF  THE  SHIP  VIETNAH 
THUONG  TIN  WHO  HAD  CHANGED  HIS  MINO  AFTER  GOING  TO 
GUAM  AS  A  REFUGEE  IN  197S  AND  RETURNED  TO  VIETNAM. 
ANOTHER  INMATE  LTC  NGUYEN  HUU  TRINH  WHO  VAS  STUDYING 
COHPOTERS  IN  THE  U.S.  WHEN  THE  COKMUNISTi  INVADED 
IN  197S.  RETURNED  ON  THE  SAME  SHIP  FROH  GUAM.  WHILE  AT 
QUYET  TIEN  RE-ED  CAMP  SOURCE  MET  FOUniAVY  FROGMEN  FROH 
TAIWAN  WHO  HAD  LANDED  ON  TH!  VIETNAM  SIDE  OF  THE  BORDER 
BY  MISTAKE  WHILE  ENROBE  TO  MAINLAND  CHINA.   THE  FOUR 
FROGMEN/CCHKANDOS  HAD  ORIGINALLY  TOTALED  SEVEN  BUT 
THE  LEADER  A  COLONEL  AND  HIS  DEPUTY  A  LTC  HAD  BEEN 
EXECUTED  IN  RESPONSE  TO  A  REQUEST  FROH  THE  PRC. 
ANOTHER  FROGHAN  FROH  TAIWAN  DIED  WHILE  AT  QUYET 
TIEN  LEAVING  FOUR  WHEN  SOURCE  ARRIVED  IN  DECEMBER  1977. 
TWO  OF  THE  TAIWANESE  FROGMEN  WERE  TRANSFERRED  TO  TUYEN 
QUANG  SOMETIME  DURING  JULY  197B  LEAVING  TWO  TAIWANESE/ 
FROGMEN  AT  THE  CAMP  WHEN  SOURCE  WAS  TRANSFERRED  III 
AUGUST  197B  TO  THANH  CAM  RE-ED  CAMP.  CAM  THUY  (D)  THANH  HOA 
(P)  (HAND  DRAWN  MEMORY  SCETCH  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  BY 
SEPARATE  LETTER).    THE  THANH  CAM  RE-ED  CAMP  HOUSED  APPROX 
700  INMATES  AND  WAS  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  SECTIONS  A  AND  B. 
THE  CO.  WAS  SR  CPT  THUC.  DEPUTY  WAS  SR  CPT.BONG  (SOURCE'S 
RELEASE  OaUKENT  FROH  THAN(  CAM  SIGNED  BY  BONG.  COPY 
FORWARDED  BY  SEPARATE  LEnER).    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  THANH 
CAM  RE-ED  CAKP  VAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  B4IKS  Of  THE  MA 
(SONG  MA)  RIVER  APPROX  3D  IM  FROH  THE  LPDR  BORDER. 
THANH  CAM  VAS  APPROX  35  KM  FROM  THE  LY  BA  SO  RE-ED 
CAKP  (HEARSAY  FROM  INMATES).    THE  LBN  FOR  THE  CAKP 
VAS  0T63/90A/TC.  WHICH  SOURCE  EXPLAINED  AS  DT63  (MINISTRY 
OF  THE  INTERIOR  PENAL  SYSTEM)  90/A  (CAMP  NUMBER  90 
SECTION  'A')  TC  (THANH  CAH  AREA  NAHE).   THE  CAMP  VAS 
LKATED  NEAR  ELEPHANG  NOIMTAIN  (NUI  VOI).    IN  ADDITION 
TO  THE  APPROX  700  VIETNAMESE  INMATES.  THANH  CAM  HELD 
SEVEN  CHINESE  PRISONERS.  SIX  OF  WHOH  HAD  BEEN  ARRESTED 
AS  SPIES  IN  NORTH  VIETNAM  VITH  THE  SEVENTH  ARRESTED  ON 
CRIMINAL  CHARGES.    SOURCE  HEARD  THAT  THE  CHINESE  VERE 
ALL  CAPTURED  DURING  EARLY  197$-.   THREE  OF  THE  CHINESE 
PRISONERS  WERE  XILLED  WHILE  ATTEMPTING  TO  ESCAPE 
AFTER  SOURCE'S  ARRIVAL  AT  THANH  CAN.    SOURCE  WAS  RELEASED 
FROM  REEDUCATION  AT  THANH  CAN  RE-ED  CAMP  ON  30  APRIL  198V 
(SOURCE'S  RELEASE  DOCUMENTS  SIGNED  BY  SR  CPT  LE  QUANG 
BT 
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SCCTION  12  Of  IS  BCIJING  CH  02969 

KM  INDICATED  A  K(L(ASE  DATE  OF  22  APRIL  1911.  SOURCE 
COULD  HOT  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  DIFFERENCE  IR  THE  DATE  OTHER 
THAR  THAT  THERE  WAS  AN  UNEXPLAINED  DELAY  AT  THE  TIKE  Of 
ins  RELEASE).   CONCERNING  THE  PRISON  CAMP  STSTEK  IR 
GENERAL.  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  ONLY  HIGH  RANHNG  OFFICERS  OR 
PEP.SONS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  DANGEROUS  TO  THE  RtGIHE  WERE  SENT 
TO  NORTH  VIEIkAM  AflER  LIBERATION.    ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE 
THE  CAMP  SYSTEM  IN  THE  NORTH  WAS  TRANSFERRED  BEGINNING 
IN  197B  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  Of  DEFENSE  (BO  QUOC  PHONG)  TO 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  (KOI)  BECAUSE  OF  A  SHORTAGE 
OF  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  TO  FIGHT  IK  lAKPUCHEA  AND  TO 
PREPARE  FOR  THE  CHINESE  INVASION.    THE  CHINESE  INVASIW 
ALSO  CAUSED  SOKE  OF  THE  CAMPS  TO  BE  MOVED  SOUTH  AWAY 
FRW  THE  PRC  BORDER  AND  SOKE  CAMPS  TO  BE  CONSaiDATEO. 
AS  FOR  CWKAiaJOS  STILL  REMAINING  AT  QUYET  TIEN  IN  1971. 
SOURCE  WAS  QUITE  EMPHATIC  THAT  SOME  WERE  STILL  THERE. 
SOURCE    SEPCUIATED  THAT  AFTER  HE  WAS  MOVED  FROM  QUYET  TItl 
TO  THANH  CAM  IN  AUGUST  197S  SOKE  OR  ALL  OF  THE  COKKANDOS 
KAY  HAVE  BEEN  MOVED  TO  OTHER  CAMPS.    SOURCE  WAS  TOLD  AT 
THAT  POINT  THAT  HIS  INFORMATION  WAS  II  CONTRAST  TO 
THAT  PREVIOUSLY  RECEIVED  AND  THAT  INMATES  WERE  MOVED  OUT 
Of  QUYET  TIEN  DURING  1972-73.  BUT  SOURCE  MAINTAINED 
THAT  WHEN  HE  VAS  TRANSFERRED  FROM  HA  NAM  NINH  TO  QUYn 
TIEN  IN  LATE  1977.  HE  OBSERVED  THAT  A  TOTAL  Of  48  KEN  WERE 
TRANSFERRED  AT  THE  SAKE  TIKE  INCLUDING  2D  KEN  FROM  HA 
NAN  NINH.  NINE  FRGK  THANH  CAM.  THREE  FROM  HA  TAY.  AND  14 
PRIESTS.   PRIOR  TO  THEIR  ARRIVAL.  THE  CCHHANOOS  WERE 
ALREADY  BEING  HELD  IN  AREA  '0*  OF  QUYET  TIER  WHICH 
WAS  THE  KAIIKIH  SECURITY  AREA  WHERE  NO  ONE  WAS  ALLOWED 
TO  GO  OUT  INCLUDING  LABOR  DETAILS.    CADRE  WHO  DID  NOT 
HAVE  SPECIFIC  DUTIES  WITHIN  AREA  "O"  WERE  NOT  ALLOWED 
TO  ENTER  REGARDLESS  Of  RAN(  OR  POSITION.    IN  AOOITION  TO 
THE  CCKKANOOS  AREA  'O'  HELD  ONLY  K[N  WHO  HAD  BEEN 
MOVED  FROK  SOUTH  VIETNAM  SUBSEQUENT  TO  LIBERATION. 
SOURCE  AGREED  THAT  SWE  COKKANDOS  HAD  BEEN  TRANSFERRED 
OR  RELEASED.  BUT  INSISTED  THAT  MANY  WERE  STILL  DEFIANT 
AND  WERE  COfWINCEO  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  CONTINUE  TO  RESIST 
AND  THAT  ATTEMPTS  TO  REEDUCATE  THEM  WAS  ONLY  COKHUNIST 
PROPAGANDA.   UNDER  THE  LEADERSHIP  Of  CPT  lUYEN  THE 
CCKHANDOS  AND  FROGMEN  HAD  DECIDED  TO  WAIT  FOR  THE II 


EVENTUAL  RESCUE  BY  IHEIR  AKERICAN  CCHRAOES.  SOUKE 
SPECULATED  THAT  EVEN  IF  QUYET  TIEK  WERE  CLOSED  KM 
THE  CO'.'UWISTS  WOULD  ONLY  TRANSFER  THEM  TO  ANOTHER  CENOTC 
AREA  AND  CONTINUE  TO  HOLD  THEM  BECAUSE  THEY  WERE 
CONSIDERED  A<  HARD  HEADED  AND  INCORRIGIBLE. 
C.  CONCERNING  SOURCE'S  tNOWLEDGE  Of  U.S. 

POW/HIA.  HE  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING:    SOURCE  HEARD  ABOUT 
THE  ALLEGED  DETENTION  OF  2S  U.S.  PRISONERS  FROM  TWO  FELLOV 
IWUTES  (NOWN  TO  SOURCE  AS  QUANG  AND  TUNG.   QUANG  AND 
TUNG  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  WERE  TWO  MEMBERS  Of  A  GROUP  Of 
SII  CCKHANDOS  WHO  HAD  BEEN  HELD  IN  AN  UNIDENTIFIED  PRISO« 
IN  HANOI  DURING  1976.    THE  MEN  HAD  BEEN  HELD  AT  HOA  LO 
PRISON  BEFORE  AND  WIRE  SURE  THAI  THE  PRISON  VAS  NOT  KM 
10  (HAWO  DRAW  MEMORY  SUTCH   BY  SOURCE  AS  RELATED  TO 
HIM  BY  QUANG  AND  TUW  FOR^'AROCO  BY  SEPARATE  LETTER). 
QUANG  AND  TUNG  TOLD  SOURCE  THAT  THEY  WERE  HELD  IN  A  'U* 
SHAPED  MASONRY  BUILDING  WHICH  WAS  SURROUNDED  ON  THREE 
SIDES  BY  A  THICl  STAND  OF  TALL  BAXBOO  TREES.  RICE- 
FIELDS  SURROUNDED  THE  BAKeOO  WITH  RESIDENTIAL  HOUSING 
AROUND  THE  RICEFILEDS.    AT  THE  OPEN  PORTION  OF  THE 
.'U'  THEY  OBSERVED  THE  FOUtmilON  OF  AN  ABANDONED 
PAGODA  WITH  A  WATER  WELL  NEAR  ONE  END.    ON  THE  FAR 
SIDE  OF  THE  PAGOOA  FOUKDATIOA  THEY  MD  OBSERVED  THE 
FOWOATION  Of  A  SMALLER  BUILDING  WHICH  JW)  BEEN 
REMOVED.    THE  FOUNDATION  SEEMED  TO  BE  THAT  Of  AN 
OfiOIKART  HOUSE.   QUANG  AND  TUNG  STATED  THAT  THE 
AKERICAN  PRISONERS  PASSED  IN  FRONT  OUHlEi  CELL  ON  THE 
WAY  TO  BATHE.    EACH  TIME  IKE  AMERICANT VENT  TO  BATHE 
THEY  WENT  IN  GROUPS  OF  FIVE  AM)  FIVE  GROUPS  IN  SUCCESSIOi 
THUS  THE  FIGURE  2S.    QUANG  TOlD  SOURCE  THAT  HE  HAD 
SPOCEN  WITH  SOME  OF  THE  MEN  AND  HAD  DETERMINED  THAT  THET 
WERE  AMERICANS.    ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  QUANG 
HAD  RECEIVED  ENGLISH  TRAINING  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  HIS 
COMMANDO  TRAINING  AND  HAD  ASLO  STUDIED  ENGLISH  FOR 
A  BRIEF  PERIOD  IN  THAILAND  PRIOR  TO  PARACHUTING 
INTO  NORTH  VIETNAM  AND  COULD  THEREFORE  CARRY  ON  A 
CONVERSATION  IN  ENGLISH.   ONLY  QUANG  AND  TUNG  TOLD  SOURCE 
ABOUT  SEEING  THE  AMERICANS  BUT  THE  GROUP  INCLUDED  SII 
PEOPLE  WHO  WERE  HELD  IN  THE  SAME  PRISON  WITH  THE  AMERICANS 
AND  WERE  ABLE  TO  OBSERVE  THE  AMERICANS  IN  CAPTIVITY. 
THE  SII  MEMBER  TEAK  WAS-CONG  THANH. APPRO!  49  YEARS  OLD 
(AS  Of  1978).  ETHNIC  VIETNAMESE  AND  FORMER  VIET  NINH 
CAOtC  WHO  HAD  DEFECTED  TO  THE  RVN  IN  1961  AND  SUESEQUEVTIY 
BT 
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ENTERED  THE  RVN  MARINE  CORPS.    VHILE  A  MARINE  SERGEANT. 
HE  VOLUNTEERED  FOR  C0K1AND0  TRAINING  AND  VAS  IKXEDIATELY 
CAPTURED  AFTER  PARACHWING  INTO  NORTH  VIETNAM  IN  1963. 
pUANG  -  APPROX  37  YEARS  OF  AGE  (AS  OF  1978)  FROK  NORTH 
VIETNAM,  BUT  MOVED  SOUTH  TO  SAIGON  VITH  HIS  FAMILY  IN 
195<  WHEN  THE  COUiaRY  VAS  DIVIDED.    HE  VAS  FROK  THE  NUNG 
MINORITY  AND  VAS  CAPTURED  SOKETIHE  BETWEEN  196S-67. 
DE-  HE  VAS  ETaVIC  CHINESE  FROH  NORTH  VIETNAM.  BUT  HAD  MOVED 
SOUTH  IN  1954  TO  SAIGON  VITH  HIS  FAMILY.    HE  VAS  APPROX 
38  YEARS  OF  AGE  (AS  OF  1978).    TUNG  -  VAS  VIETNAMESE 
FROH  THE  NORTH  WHO  MOVED  SOUTH  VITH  HIS  FAMILY  IK  1954. 
HE  WAS  APPR)I   35-37  YEARS  OF  AGE  (AS  OF  1978).  HE  VAS 
ALSO  CAPTURED  SOHETIME  BETWEEN  1965-67.    SOURCE  VAS  NOT 
ABLE  TO  REMEMEER  THE  SIXTH  MEMBER  OF  THE  GROUP. 
CONCERNING  THE  AMERICAN  SERVICEMAN  CALLED  -NAM".  VHOM 
SOURCE  HEARD  ABOUT.  SOURCE  OIJLY  tNEW  THAT  THE  MAN  WAS 
A  DESERTER  WHO  WAS  WORHKG  FOR  THE  COK.'<UNISTS  AT  H0AN6 
HEN  SON.    SOURCE  HEARD  ABOUT  THE  AMERICAN  FROK  'MANY- 
(OVER  lUO)  IKKATES  IN  BOTH  QUYET  TIEN.  THANH  CAM.  AND  HA 
NAM  NIKG  CAMPS.    SOURCE  HEARD  FROK  THE  INMATES  THAT  THE 
AMERICAN  VAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  REPAIRING  AND  MAINTAINING 
AN  ELECTRIC  POWER  GENERATOR.    SOURCE  HEARD  THAT  THE 
MAN  COULD  SPEAX  VIETNAMESE  WELL  AND  LHED  TO  DISCUSS 
POLITICS.    THE  MAN  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  HAD  ADVISED  SOKE 
Of  THE  IN-MATES  TO  COOPERATE  ITH  THE  COHHUNISTS  AND 
TO  DEMONSTRATE  6000  PROGRESS  IN  THEIR  REEDUCATION. 
SOURCE  DID  NOT  HEAR  VHAT  HAD  BECOME  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
AND  ASSUMED  HE  VAS  STILL  AT  H0AN6  LIEN  SON. 


Nfmt  VISITED  THE  HOME  Of  ^niiRrf^  r.(is(mriPfMT< 
WHERE  MIS  UNCLE  RESIDED  AT  D^7> 
SAIGON.    SOURCE  RESIDED  AT  THU     OUC  AND  OIOLNOl  GET  THE 
NEVS  THAT  HIS  FAMILY  VAS  ALIVE  AND  WELL  U  THE  NORTH 
UNTIL  SEPTEMBER  1975  WHEN  HIS  MOTHER  WAS  PERMITTED  TO 
VISIT  HIM  WHILE  HE  WAS  UNDER  DETENTION  AT  THU  DUC 
VOHEN'S  Pfvw     ^"i»rr  LISTED  THE  FOLLOWING  RELATIVES: 
FATHER  -  .  fJk-^^       75-76  Y/0'  P06  SAI60I..  WAS  FORMER 
EMPLOYEE  OF  MINISTRY  Of  CULTURE  (NOT  SURE  Ot  POSITION  BUT 
HAD  SOwrTHiur.  m  rv>  u]th  PUTTING  ON  PLAYS  OR  StlTS) 
MOTHER    /V^fV*?       «i7  Y/O  POe  HUE  OR  DANAN3.  HOUSEWIFE. 
SISTER     a'/VtmC  47  Y/O  POB  DAKAHG.  MATERNITY 

NURSE  FOR  STATE  MEDICAL  SYSTEM  (DRV-SRV). 
BORTHER     A/>Wfe         45-46  Y/O  POB  DAI.'ANG.  CPT  IN 
PUBLIC  StLUKlIY  POLICE.  VOR«0  AS  INSTRUCTOR  AT  HIGHWAY 
POLICE  SCHOOL  (CANH  SAT  CONG  LO)  IN  THU  OUC  AFURV.OVING 
SOUTH  IN  iO)A 

BROTHER  -    A/ftTVlE        41  Y/O  (IDENTITY  DOCMNTS 
INDICATE  38  Y/O)  FORMER  SECURITY  POLICE  OFFICER.  MINISTRY 
OF  IinERIOR  (BO  NOI  VU-BNV).  003  DANANG.  CURRENTLY 
RESIDING  IN  P^TK 

BROTHER  -     (iPCit.\c.       36  Y/O  DOB  DANANG.  BOAT  PILOT 

FOR  DRV-SRV  STATE  COOPERATIVE  AT  VIET  TRI  CARRYING  TIMBER 

ON  RED  RIVF8  FRITH  VIET  TRI  TO  HANOI. 

SISTER  -  r  ,70  DOE  DOfiTH-VIETNAH.  BUT 

NOT  SURE  OF  LOCATION.  ADMINISTRATIVE  CADRE  FOR  STATE 

OWNED  FACTORY  IN  GU  niWH  PROVINCE. 

BROTHER  -  /V^^        22-23  Y/O  dfe  HANOI  CITY. 

SGI  IN  UBLIC  SECURITY  POLICE  HCM  CITY.  PRESENTLY  IN 

GALANG  f 

SISTER  -    A/A>Kc:       31  Y/O  DOB.  NVN  BUI  NOT  SURE  OF 
LOCATION.  CADRE  FOR  STATE  HOUSING  AUTHORITY  IN  DANANG 
CITY.    SOURi'F  lUTFnjHf  FOLIO^'ING  AS  RELATIVES  IN  THE 
U.S.:  WIFE     /VPifTffVC     DPOB  1948   CAN  THO.  LAWYER. 
CURRENT  ADDRESS  UNKNOWN  BUT  WENT  TO  It  ^   AS  BOAT 
REFUGEE  IN  1979.    SON      aJ(V(VH6  DPOB  1971 

SAIGON  CITY.  STUDENT.  LUKktNT  ADDRESS  UKINOWK  BUT  VENT 
TO  U.S.  AS  BOAT  Rrriir.rr  »u  ioi 
COUSIN  -  A//^^ 

AUNt  •         A/ArYVI  »="  FORMER  U.S.6.  EMPLOY- 

EE AT  AhtMBftSY  SAIGON  UNTIL  1969. 


0.    ..  BIOGR'PHIC  DATE:    SOURCE  EXPLAINED  THAT 

HIS  YOUNGER  BROTHER/^HAD  GONE  TO  NORTH  VIETNAM 
SOHETIME  DURING  1946  OR  1947.    ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  HIS 
FATHER  VAS  AN  EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  RAILROAD  SYSTEM 
UNDER  THE  FRENCH  (HOA  XA)  AND  MOVED  TO  THE  NORTH  BECAUSE 
Of  HISJ06  AND  NOT  DUE  TO  ANY  POLITICAL  REASONS.  SOURCE 
LOST  CONTACT  WITH  HIS  FAMILY  AFTER  THEY  MOVED  TO  THE 
NORTH  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT  THEM  UNTIL  MAY  1975  WHEN 
A  FRIEND  OF  HIS  FATHER'S  MR.  /v  Ao^  l£ 

Miw-i  WHO  WAS  THE  FORMER  HEAD  OF  THE  DRV  CHEMISTRY  DEPART- 
MENT. CAME  TO  HO  CHI  MlNH  CITY  (HCM  CITY)  IN  MAY  1975. 


ACTION  DI-7C(1) 
INfO 


(I.M) 


CJCS:C)  CJCS(3)  OJSC)  J3(5)  NIOSC)  J3:KHCC(') 
J5(2)  C3S(5)  SECOEf;C)  SECDEF(7)  USDPdS) 
USDRE:TT(10)  01-5(1)  NMICC)  OS(l)  SWSd)  0C-4(l) 
0C-4B(1)  AT(1)  AT-X(l)  AT-3(1)  DB-2(1>  DB-2B(1) 
OB-2C(l»-DB-503(l)  DT-l(li  DT-2(1)  DIA(I) 
KSA  WASHIN-GTON  DC 
4CN0  WASHINGTON  DC 
4CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 
♦CMC  CC  VASHINGION  OC 
SECT10t.AL(l) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


MCN'BSO? l/0)5«6       TOR'8207l/0933Z        T A0'B207 J/0939Z  COSN^MAKOBS 


PACE    1  OF  1 
120626Z  MAR  62 
SEC    '2  O'  «P 


458 


RnSIYUV  RUMJPGA2969  0710114 
ROUTIHC 

R  12D62SI  HAR  (2 


fM  USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO    OlA  WASH  0C//0I-7C//AT-J 

INFO  StCSTATf  VASH  OC//[A/VH 
USOAO  BAKGCOC  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CIA  VASH0C//ODO/EAVl[ 

BT 


SECDEF  VASH  OC//OASO  ISA/PV  HIA 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
USDLO  KONG  lONG  HI 
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BROTHER- IN-. Alf  •    AfArt^^S  T>/VT* 

3>Af A 
AUKT  •  A/Am^ 

rORHER  VIFE  -    4tA^^       41  Y/O  DIRRflfTIV  RESIDING 
VITH  RBSRCE-S  THREE  DAUGHTERS  IN  l/rAT^ 
Vtmi  HAS  TVO  ADDITIONAL  SONS.  /^>-/*f 
AlAitl  e      VHO  ARE  PRESIKTLT  RESIDING  IN  THE  PRC  WITH 
SOURCE  (ALSO  tSCAPEES).    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  AFTER  HE  VAS 
ARRESTED  THE  SCHOOLING  OF  HIS  CHILDREN  VAS  NOT  AFFECTED 
BECAUSE  HE  HAD  ALREADY  REKARRIEO  AND  MOVED  AVAY  FRQN 
VINH  LONG.    THEY  ALONG  VITH  HIS  FORMER  VIFE  ALVAYS 
STATED  THAT  THEY  DID  NOT  (NOV  SOURCE'S  VHCREABOUTS 
AND  THAT  HE  HAD  GONE  OFF  LONG  AGO  VITH  A  MINOR  VIFE 
VHEN  QUESTIONED  BY  THE  AUTHORITIES.    SOURCE  STATED 
THAT  HIS  ./♦'4>»!C     WAS  TRANSFERRED  TO 
HCM  CITY  COINCIDENTAL  TO  SOURCE'S  ARREST  AND  REEDUCATIOH 
AND  NOT  TO  HELP  OBTAIN  SOURCE'S  RELEASE.    SOURCE  AND 
BTOTHER       REESTABLISHED  COIHACT  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME 
VHEN  THEY  MET  IN  SEPTEMBER  197S.  SHORTLY  AFTER  SOURCE'S 
RELEASE  FROK  THU  DUC  wnwrii-^  pri«)M.    SOURCE  FIRST 
LEARNED  THAT  HIS  VIFE  A/j^n<S.    PLANNED  TO  ESCAPE 
VHEN  SHE  CAKE  TO  VISIT  HIM  AT  GIA  RAY  RE -ED  CAMP  AT 
LONG  IHANH  IN  1976.   AT  THAT  TIHf       ASCED  SOURCE  IF 
SHE  SHOULD  TRY  TO  ESVAPE  WITh  A/Am€  TO  THE  U.S. 
SOURCE  TOLD  HER  TO  GO  SINCE  THERE  WAS  NO  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
HER  IN  VIETNAM.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HIS  VIFE  HAD 
GRADUATED  FROK  COLLEGE  AT  VINH  LONG  AND  COKPLETEO 
GRADUATE  LAV  SCHOOL  AT  THE  SAIGON  UNIVERSITY  OF  LAV. 
SOURCE'S  VIFE  HAD  VORUD  IN  THE  LAV  OFFICE  OF  ATTORNEY 
VO  PHUNG  THANH  ON  BUI  THI  XUAN  STREET  IN  HCM  Cm. 
SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HE  VAS  NEVER  ACTIVE  IN  ANY  RELIGIOUS 
OR  POLITICAL  ORGANIZATIONS  B(rT  DID  BELONG  TO  A 
FRATERNAL  ORGANI2AT10N  FROM  1961  UNTIL  1975  CALLED  THE 
ENGINEERS/ARCHITECTS  ASSaiATIOI.  LOCATED  ON  HONG  BANG 
STREET  IN  THE  CHO  lOK  AREA  OF  SAIGON. 


SOURCE  BEGAN  PLANNING  HIS  ESCAPE  FROH  VlEIIiAM  BY  BOAT 
AND  VENT  TO  HIS  FORMER  VIFE  FOR  HONEY.    SOUCE'S  VIFE 
HAD  A  CONSIDERABLE  AMOUNT  OF  GOLD  AND  DIA.HONOS  HIDDEN 
AVAY  SINCE  HE  HAD  ALVAYS  GIVEN  HER  MONEY  WHILE  HE  VAS 
EMPLOYED  AS  A  STRUCTURAL  ENGINEER.    SOURCE  RECEIVED 
EIGHT  TAELS  OF  GOLD  FROH  hu  fORMER  WIFE  AW)  AGREED  TO 
TA«  TWO  SONS    A/Al^e^      WITH  HIH  WHEN  HE  ESCAPED 
AND  tHET  COULD  IN  TURN  APPLY  FOR  FAMILY  HEUNIFICATION  FOB 
THEIR  MOTHER  AND  THREE  SISTERS  WHO  STUL  RESIDED  AT 
VINH  LONG.   SOURCE  ALSO  RECEIVED  OVER  THREE  TAELS  Of 
GOLD  FROM  HIS  MOTHER  WHO  HAD  TAtEN  CARE  dlr  HIS  PROPERH 
WHILE  HE  WAS  IN  REEDUCATION.    SOURCE  SOLD  ALL  OF  HIS 
BELONGINGS  INCLUDING  HIS  FURNITURE  AND  MANAGED  TO 
RAISE  ONE  MORE  TAEL  OF  GOLD.    SOURCE  VAS  UNABLE  TO  BUT 
PASSAGE  ON  A  BOAT  FOR  HIMSELF  AND  THE  CHILDREN  RIGHT 
AWAY  AND  ENDED  UP  SPENDING  FOUR  TAELS  OF  GOLD  TRAVELING 
TO  CA  KAU  AND  VUNG  TAU  LOOUNG  FOR  A  BOAT.   SOURCE  WAS 
VERY  CAUTIOUS  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  BEEN  ARRESTED  AND  PLACED  IN  RE- 
REDUCATION  FOR  ATTEMPTING  TO  FSCAPE  BY  BOAT  ALREADY  AND 
THEREFORE  TOO!  HIS  BROTHER       IN  ON  THE  ESCAPE  PLAN 
SINCE  HE  WAS  A  SECURITY  OFFICER.    SOURCE  DISCUSSED 
A  PLAN  TO  WAL(  ACROSS  CAH600IA  WITH  HIS  BROTHER  BUT 
A8AND0!JED  THE  PLAN  AS  BEING  TOO  DANGEROUS.    IN  LATE  KAY 
1981  SOURCE'S  FIRST  COUSIN  *  2J  Y/O 

WARRANT  OFFICER  FROK  HANOI  VA2  IRANSFERRED  TO  HCM  CIH. 

:  HAD  A  FRIEND.  /<//f^C        ALSO  A  WARRANT  OFF ICTR 
VHO  VAS  A  FLIGHT  ENGINEER.  ^,f«*<:HAiy  FRIEND  \<t/yffHt 
'«''«HrVHO  VAS  A  VARRiVT  nffirrR  «0  HETiCOPUR  PILOT. 
V-W  INTRODUCED    *^<*y<e     AT  «ru  nnr       THEY  BECAME 
FRIENDS.  LATER  INTRODUCED    A/^^^  TO  SOURCE 

AND  SUGGESTED  THAT  THEY  PLAN  TO  ESCAPE  FROM  VIETNAM  BT 
HELICOPTER.  AH-ilOLD  THE  GROUP  THAT  HE  VAS  PREPARING  TO 
FLY  A  HELICOPIER  VHICH  HAD  BEEN  BROUGHT  OOkN  FROK  HANOI 
TO  TAN  SAN  NHAT  AIRBASE  AT  HCM  CITY  FOR  ENGINE  REPAIR. 
A*<VOLD  SOURCE  AND  THE  OTHERS  IN  THE  PLAK111NG  GROUP 
THAT  THEY  WOULD  NEED  A  BATTERY.  A  VAY  TO  GET  IN  THE  BACI 
OF  BACH  MAI  AIRFIELD.  AND  ENTRY  PERMITS  IK  CASE  THEY 
VERE  DISCOVERED  OURtwr.  ti<[ir  ESCAPE.    SOURCE  GAVE 
6000  PIASTERS  VHICH  it«4^< SPENT. ON  A  TRIP  TO  HANOI  BY 
rOMMFRCIAL  AIRCRAFT  AND  RETURNED  20  DAYS  LATER  BROCE. 
/4«f«NT  VITH  THE  MISSION  TO  CHECl  IF  THE  BACI  GATE 
TO  BACH  MAI  (EMPLOYEE  SERVICE  GATE)  WAS  LKtED  AT  NIGHT.  ^ 
TO  GET  PASSES  FOR  THE  AIRFIELD.  AND  TO  PURCHASE  A  BAnERT. 
BT 


£.  CONCERNING  SOURCE'S  ESCAPE:   SOURCE  VAS 

RELEASED  FROH  THE  THANH  CAM  RE-ED  CAMP.  THANH  KUA  (P) 
ON  30  APRIL  1981  AND  RETURNED  TO  HCM  CITY  ON  2  KAY  1981. 


ACTION  0I-7C(1)  (I.N) 
INFO    CJCS:C)  CJCS(J)  OJSC)  J3(5)  NIDSC)  J3:NMCCC) 
JS(2)  C3S(S)  SEC0EF:C)  SECDEF(7)  USDP(IS) 
USDRE:TT(10)  OI-S(l)  NMICC)  OS(l)  SVS(l)  0C-4(1) 
DC-4B(1)  AT(1)  AT-l(l)  AT-3(1)  0B-2(1)  08-28(1) 
DB-2C(1)  QP-SD3(1)  DT-l(l)  0T-2(1)  OIA(I) 
4CSA  VASmFnGTON  DC 
"  4CN0  VASHINGTON  DC 
♦CSAF  VASHINGTON  DC 
«CMC  CC  VASHINGTON  DC 
?CaiONAL(}> 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


MCN'8207 1/01821        TOR-8207 l/l 1 13Z       T A0>8207 1/ 1 1 1 7Z  C0SN«MAK251 


PACE   1  OF  1 
130o28Z  MAR  02 
S£CT         OF  IS 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF   STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


RTTSZYUV  RUKJPGA?969  0710816 
ROUTINE 

R  1206282  MAR  tl 


FM  USDAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO    DIA  WASH  OC//DI-2£//AT-3 

INFO  SECSTATE  VASH  DC//EA/Vir 
USDAO  BANGIOt  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CIA  VASHOC//000/EAVlt 

BT 


SECDEf  WASH  0C//OAS0  ISA/PW  MIA 
CINCPAC  HOtJOLUlU  HI 
USDIO  HONG  im  HI 
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I^KMi  VAS  SUPPOSED  TO  ACCOMPLISH  HIS  MISSION  IN  FOUR  DAYS 
AND  THEN  RETURN  TO  KCM  CITY.   VHEN        RETURNED  TO 
m  CITY  AFTER  20  DAYS  AW)  TOLD  SOURCE  THAT  HE  HAD 
SPENT  ALL  OF  THE  HONEY  SOURCE  VAS  VERY  AM5RY.  flPm  STATED 
THAT  HE  HAD  NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  GET  PASSES  TO  THE 
AIRFIELD.  DID  NOT  BUY  A  BAHERY.  DID  NOT  CHECK  OH  THE  BACt 
GATE  OF  THE  AIRFIELD  BUT  HAD  BECCKE  ACQUAINTED  VITH  A 
YOUNG  LADY  VHOH  HE  HAD  DECIDED  TO  TAtF  AlONG  KN  THE 
ESCAPE.    SOURCE  THEN  DECIDED  TO  DROP  '-WfROH  THE  ESCAPE 
PLAN  AND  CfWTlNUED  PLANNING  VITH     V>Mg5  SOURCE 
ALONG  VITH   /i/^t^     «Rf  WL   TO  PURCHASE  A  24  VOLT 
BATTERY  AND  A  COKPASS  ON  THE  ElACtHlRrFT  IN  CHO  LON. 
SOURCE  GAVE  7000  PIASTERS  TO  A/firMGr>    AND  THEY 
MADE  THE  ACTUAL  TRANSACTION  AND  BROUGHT  THE  BAnERY 
TO  SOURCE'S  HOUSE.  A»«teIOL0  SOURCE  THAT  HE  VOULO  FLY 
THE  HELICOPTER  TO  HANOI  ON  2)  SEPTEMBER  1981  AND  THAT 
SOURCE  MUST  BE  READY  TO  DEPART  RIGHT  AWAY  BECAUSE 
VtAPOKS  WOULD  BE  MOUNTED  ON  THE  HELICOPTER  A  FEW  DAYS 
AFTER  HE  ARRIVED  IN  HANOI  HAUW  THE  HELICOPTER  TOO 
HEAVY  FOR  LONG  RANGE.    SOURCE  DfClOFD  TO  Ttir  rtJ  THf 
ESCAPr  VUH  HIM  HIS  TWO  SONS  '^'^'m  C  A/Ai*€ 
fJAnK  vfKiur.rp  rrotHER  VAim  \Z        AND  HIS 

NEPHEW     /JAV\€       A  PAWN  PRIVATE  (CCKBATANT)  WHO 
HAD  DESERTED.    BY  TAUNG  ALONG  HIS  NEPHEW  //f*^  SOURCE 
WOUIO  BE  ABLE  TO  STAY  AT  HIS  SISTERS  HOUSE  IN  HANOI 
UNTIL  READY  TO  DEPART  VlfTii«M.    SOURCE  WENT  "fiH  hCM  CITY 
BY  TRAIN  WITH         /f^^fC   W  HIS  SISTER  .  ^>**tC 

/V^Avf^c^^  :aRRIED  the  BATTERY  lu  *  •  ARGE  CANVASS 

BAG.    THE  GROUP  WAS  PRECEEOED  ONE  DAY  BY  /<«<«*^  VENT 
AHEAD  TO  CHECI  OUT  THE  SITUATION.    AFTER  THE  GROUP  ARRIVED 
IN  HANOI  THEY  VfNT  RY  CYCLE  TO  4  LE  PHUM6  HIEU  STREET  WHERE 
SOURCE'S  SISTER  A<Wi  IVEO.    AFTER  ARRIVING  AT  HIS  SISTER'S 
HOUSE.  SOURCE  WAS  CONTACTED  Bt  *A«**WHO  INTROOUCED  HIM 
TO    fJfi(fA€      A  WARRANT  OFFICER  AND  MAINTENANCE  MAN 
WHO  RESIDED  AT  tIM  LIEN  WHICH  WAS  CLOSE  TO  BACH  MAI 
AIRFILED.  VA**-^"It>tD  TO  INCLUDE  A*«1N  THE  GROUP 
BECAUSE  Of  HIS  MAINTENANCE  BACtGROUNO  AND  BECAUSE  HIS 
HOUSE  WOULD  PROVIDE  A  RAIIYIMG  POINT  TO  INITIATE  THE 
ESCAPE.    SOURCE'S  NEPHEW WAS  ASSIGNED  THE  MISSION 
TO  GO  INTO  A  WAREHOUSE  AT  BACH  MAI  AND  CHECK  THE  BATTERIES 


WHICH  WERE  SIOREO  THERE  TO  SEE  If  THEY  WERE  SOVIET  OR  U.S. 
SINCE  SOHE  ARICRAFT  HAD  BEEN  MODIFIED  TO  USE  SOVIET 
BATTERIES  AND  WOULD  NOT  FIT  IHE  BATTERY  THAT  SOURCE  HAD 
BROUGKl  TO  HANOI  FROM  HCM  CITY.    SOURCE  INSISTED  THAT 
THE  CHEC(  BE  MADE  PRIOR  TO  CARRYING  THE  BATTERY  INTO 
IHE  AIRflLED  (SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  WAS  WARNED  OF  THE 
BAHERY  FITTING  PROBLEM  BY  AT  THEJIME  HE 

PURCHASED  THE  BATTERY).  m**e  zmm  IN  THE  WAREHOUSE  AND 
INFORMED  SOURCE  THAT  THE  UHIH  AT  BACH  MW  USED  THE  SAME 
TVPf  OF  BATTERY  PURCHASED  BY  SOURCKSOURCE  CLAIMS  THAT 
MADE  A  DIAGRAM      the  BATTERY  PLUG  TO  tACE  ALONG 
TO  THE  WAREHOUSE).         DEPARTED  HCM  CITY  ON  21  SEPTEMBER 
1981  AND  STAYED  OVERNIGHT  AT  DAI.'ANG  AND  ARRIVED  IN 
HANOI  ON  28  SEPTEMBER  1981.  SOURCE  VAS  NOT  SURE  WHY  THE 
HELICOPTER  VAS  TAKEN  TO  HANOI  BUT  HEARD  FROM 
NORMALLY  THREE  UHIH  MODEL  HELICOPTERS  WERE  MAINTAINED 
AT  BACH  MAI  fOR  TRANSPORTING  HIGH  RANKING  OfflCERS 
BUT  AfTER  VIETNAM  HAD  MOVED  TROOPS  INTO  CAMBODIA  ONE 
UHIH  VAS  VITHORAVN  fROH  SERVICE  AT  BACH  MAI  fOR 
OPERATIOfJS  THERE  LEAVING  TWO  UHIH  AT  BACH  MAI  INCLUDING 
THE  ONE  RECf«niv  REPAIRED.    SOURCE  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  ANY 
KEYS  USED  WMMU.'^y  ANYONE  ELSE.    THE  GROUP  DECIDED  ON  29 
SEPTEMBER  1981  TO  DEPART  THE  fOLLWiW-  KDRNING.   ON  THE 
NIGHT  Of  THE  79TH  SOURCE'S  BROTHEP>**^WNT  TO  STAY  AT 
THE  HOUSE  Of/Vl-rt-VHlCH  VAS  NEAR  THE  AIRflLED  "  »'B10R 
TO  DEPARTING  FOR  /W««CH0USE         W  mm/M^C  TOOK 
THE  BAHERY  TO  A  SHOP  NEAR  THE  HOUSE  ^RE.THEY  WERE 
STAYING  ON  If  P^UNG  HIEU  STREET.    AFTER  CHARGING 
THE  BATTERY  A'*'"OOK  IT  BACK  TO         HOUSE  WHERE  THEY 
MFT  /(A^t?       .SOURCE  ALONG  VITH  ^'l^/*f^e 
^/4»/rAN0  NEPHEW  ue»Cim  TO  THE  LONG  BIEN  SOCCER  FIELD 
(VIC  WJ  891264  HANOI  CITY  MAP  L909)  WHERE  THEY  AWAITED  THE 
ARRIVAL  OF  i/tfK  m  THE  REST  OF  THE  GROUP.    AT  APPROI  DSOO 
HOURS  ON  30  .<;FP7rimrB  loc^,,^ ARRIVED  AXD  PICKED  UP 
SOURCE.    VA-^er  5         m  TWO  FEMALE  PASSENGERS 
WHO       DECIDED  TO  TAKE  AT  THE  LAST  MINUIF  i 
WIFE  a/a^^  m  HER  FRIEND  a/at^C 

AAi^  RLiO  DECIDED  ON  THE  SOCCER  FIELD  ON  THE  FINAL  DAY 
VilR  FIRST  CONSIDERING  AN  AREA  APPROX  30  KM  FROH  BACH 
MAI  AIRFIELD.  y-^-rACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  FELT  THAT  THE 
SOCCER  FIELD  WOULD  BE  EASY  TO  FIND  AND  VCULD  REQUIRE 
LESS  CCKPLICATED  PLANNING  SINCE  THE  MORE  DISTANT  SITE 
WOULD  REQUIRE  DAYTIME  TRAVEL  BY  SEVERAL  PEOPLE.  y<me 
BT 
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FK  USOAO  BEIJING  CH 

TO    OIA  «MH  0C//D1-7C//AT-J 

INfO  SfCSTATt  VASH  DC//[A/VH 
USDAO  BAMGlOl  TH 
CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PI  HI 
CIA  WASH0C//0DO/EAVLI 

BT 


SECOEF  VASH  DC//OASD  ISA/PV  MIA 

ciMCPAC  vaioim  hi 

USOLO  HOtAi  lONG  HK 


SECTION  16  OF  It  BEIJING  CH  02969 

FEIT  THAT  HE  VOUID  HAVE  NO  PROBLEMS  ENTERING  BACH  KAl 
BECAUSE  HE  VAS  ASSIGNED  THERE  AND  VAS  AUTKORIZEO  TO 
GO  IN  THE  KAIN  GATE.  /l»HCm  GO»E  EARLY  IN  THE  MORNING 
AT  APPROI  0<30  HOURS  WITH  /Mt: THROUGH  THE  KAIN 
GATE  AND  MET  MfliYyH      !W  HAD  CLIKED  OVER  THE  BACI 
FENCE.    SHORTLY  AFTER  TAIEOFF  FRCK  THE  SaCER  FIELD. 
SOURCE  PUT  OUT  A  RED  FLAG  ON  A  BAMBOO  STICl  FRCK  BOTH  SIDE 
DOORS  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  (THE  RED  FLAGS  VERE  SEVN  IN  HCM 
CITY  AND  CtSRlEO  TO  HANOI  ALOHG  WITH  THE  BAHERY  ACCORDING 
TO  SOURCE )N/^'i  HAD  STATED  TO  SOURCE  THAT  THE  RED  FLAGS 
VOULO  INDICATE  TO  PERSONHEL  ON  THE  GROUND  THAT  THEY 
VERE  ON  AN  [KERGIKCY  MISSION.    THE  GROUP  FLEW  FRCK  HANOI 
NORTH  ACROSS  THE  PRC  BORDER  WERE  THEY  CHANGED  THE  TWO 
RED  FIAGE  TO  VHITE  FLAGS  TO  INDICATE  SURRENDER.    SOURCE  DID 
NOT  im  THE  ALTITUDE  OR  A2IKUTH  BlH  STATED  THAT  THE 
ALTinUDE  MUST  HAVE  BEEN  HIGH  BECAUSE  THEY  FLEW  OVER  SOKE 
MOUNTAINS.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  THE  GROUP  NEVER 
INTENDED  TO  REACH  HONG  lONG  AND  VAS  WILLING  TO  TAU 
THEIR  CHANCES  ON  LANDING  IN  CHINA  BECAUSE  THEY  FELT 
THEY  VOULO  BE  RESETTLED  IN  THE  U.S.    NONE  OF  THE 
ESCAPEES  VERE  COKMUNIST  PARTY  MEMBERS.-  SOURCE  FELT  THAT 
HIS  BROTHER#/W£VANTED  TO  GO  EVEN  THOUGH  HE  WAS  A 
SECURITY  OFFICER.  BECAUSE  HIS  BROTHER  (SOURCE)  WAS  GOING 
*NO't>i^HA0  BECWE  DISILLUSIONED  WITH  CCHMUNISM. 
AS  FOR  THE  WARRANT  OFFICERS.  THEY  HAD  IN  THE  PAST  BEEN 
ABLE  TO  SMiXiGlE  GOODS  FOR  RESALE  FRCK  CAKBOOIA  BUT  HAD 
BEEN  DISCIPLINED  FOR  THEIR  CONDUCT  AND  VERE  HO  LONGER 
PERMITTED  TO  FLY  TO  CAMEOOIA.    THE  WARRANT  OFFICERS  WERE 
ALSO  DISPLEASED  WITH  LOW  PAY  AND  SLOW  PRCMOTIONS.  THE 
UHIT  CARRYING  SOURCE  AND  THE  OTHER  NINE  ESCAPEES  LADING 
APPROX  40  IK  INSIDE  THE  PRC  AND  VERE  SUBSEQUENTLY  TAIEN 

TO  num. 


BY  JCRC  REP  BELL  ON  9  MARCH  1982.    SOURCE  A  21  Y/0 
KALE  VIETNAMESE  DEFECTOR/ESCAPEE  PROVIDED  LIMITED  HEARSAY 
INFORMATION  CUVCERNING  THE  ALLEGED  DETENTIOt;  OF  FIVE  U.S. 
POV'S  IN  HANOI  DURING  19S0.    SOURCE  WAS  COOPERATIVE.  IN 
GOOD  HEALTH.  AND  MENTALLY  ALERT  DURING  THE  INTERVIEW. 
SOURCE  WAS  INTERVIEWED  ENTIRELY  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
LANGUAGE  WITH  NO  INTERPRETER  PRESENT  DURTUG  THE 
IFJGERVIEW.     WHEN  QUESTIWJED  ABOUT  THL  INFORMATION 
PREVIOUSLY  PROVIDED  BY  yA^dT      SOURCE  READILY 
ADMITTED  THAT  HE  WAS  THE  ONE  WHO  MENTIONED  THE  DETENTION  OF 
THE  FIVE  AMERICAN  OFFICERS  IN  THE  FIRST  PLACE  ANO/«W<AO  NO 
INffrfLEOGE  OF  THE  INCIDENT.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HE 
OBTAINED  THE  INFORMATION  BT  OVERHEARING  A  CONVERSATION 
BETVEEN  COLONEL  NGUYEN  VAN  THUOC,  DEPUTY  POLITICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  SRV  AIRFORCE  COKyAVO  AND  KG  (TRUNG  TUONG)  CHI  WHO  ' 
WAS  CHIEF  OF  THE  GENERAL  TECW.'OLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT  (TONG 
cue  TRUOHG  TONG  CUC  tY  THUAT).    THE  CONVERSATION  TOOl 
PLACE  AFTER  SOURCE  HAD  TRANSPORTED  COL  THUa  AND  MG  CHI 
TO  U'SPECI  A  MAJOR  VEAPONS/AKMUNITION  STORAGE  AREA.  SOURCE 
HAD  DEPARTED  BACH  MAI  AIRFIELD.  HANO  ON  A  UHIH  MODEL  U.S. 
HELICOPTER  AND  HAD  REFUELED  AT  HEN  AN  AIRFIELD  NEAR  HAI 
PHONG  CITY.    SOURCE  LANDED  NEAR  THE  FIRST  WEAPONS  DEPOT 
WHICH  VAS  LOCATED  VIC  YU2527  AND  THEN  CONTINUED  ON  TO 
THE  SECMD  WEAPONS  DEPOT  VHICH  WAS  LOCATED  WRTHEAST  OF 
THE  CAM  PHA  MINES  VIC  YUU26  (SHEET  NF  48-12  SERIES  15D1). 
COL  THua  AND  MG  CHI  DECIDED  TO  REMJUN  OVERNIGHT  AT  THE 
SECO^•D  DEPOT  AND  OCCUPIED  A  ROCX  NEfrlO  SOURCE. 
DURING  THE  INSPECTION  TRIP  MG  CHI  HAD  PAID  CLOSE  ATTENTION 
TO  STORAGE  AREAS  CONTAINING  BOMBS  OF  U.S.  MAWJFACTURE 
WHICH  HAD  BEEN  ABANDONED  IK  THE  SOIJTH  IN  197S.    KG  CHI 
RELATED  TO  COL  THUOC  THAT  HE 
MUST  FIND  A  WAY  TO  GAIN  THE  COOPERATION 
(MUA  CHUOC)  THE  FIVE  U.S.  PILOTS  DUE  TO  THE  II.WLEOGE 
THEY  POSSESSED.   MG  CHI  SAID  THAT  THE  U.S.  AIRFORCE  WAS 
THE  HOST  ADVANCED  IN  THE  WORLD  AND  THAT  IN  THE  EVENT  Of 
ANOTHER  CHINESE  INCURSION  IT  WOULD  BE  IMPORTANT  TO  HAVE 
IMPROVED  TACTICS  TO  BLUNT  THE  OfFENSIBE.    SOURCE  STATED 
THAT  THE  DEPOT  AREA  WAS  PROTECTED  BY  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  363RO 
AIR  DEFENSE  DIVISION.    SOURCE  ALSO  STATED  THAT  HE  HAD 
SEEN  SM  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  BEING  SHOT  DO*K  OVER  IJ  YEARS  AGO 
BUT  COJLO  NOT  REMEMBER  ANY  Of  THE  DETAILS.  EXCEPT  THAT  THE 
SHOOT  DOWNS  OCCURRED  IN  NGHE  AN  (P).   SOURCE  STATED 
THAT  THE  NAME  HARRY  NWJ;n  PROVIDED  BY  SOURCE  /tAm^t^ 


f.    COPIES  OF  REEDUCATION  RELEASE  OOCUKENTS.  DRIVER" J 
LICENSE.  RICE  ISSUE  PERMIT.  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS  Of  SOURCE 
WILL  BE  FORWARDED  BY  SEPARATE  LEHER.    SOURCE  IS  WILLING 
TO  VOLUNTARILY  SUBMIT  TO  A  POLYGRAPH  EXAM. 

1966  UNTIL  JULY  1967.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  VAS 
4.  SOURCE  SwrfcA    VAS  INTERVIEWED 
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m  USOAO  BCIJING  CH 

TO    m  WASH  DC//01-7C//AT-J 

IHO  SfCSTATE  WASH  DC//[A/VII 
USDAO  BAMGlOt  TH 
COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CIA  VASHDC//DOO/(AVH 

(T 


SECOEF  WASH  DC//OASD  ISA/PW  KIA 
CIKCPAC  HOiraiUlU  HI 
USDLO  HW&  tm  HI 


SECTION  17  Of  18  BEIJIK3  CH  02969 

MOT  CORRECT  AWO  THAT  THE  KAHE  WAS  ACTUALLY  NOrV.AN  REEO 
(POSS  RE  10  OR  REEVES).    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HE  HAD  HEARO  THE 
KAHE  LONG  AGO  AND  THAT  THE  HAN  HAD  BEEN  RELEASED  IN  197J. 
AS  FAR  AS  HE  IHIM.    SOURCE  BELIEVED  THAL  THE  KAK  (NORKAN 
REED)  WAS  FOFJ<ERLY  THE  DEPUTY  COr'-XASDER  OF  IHORAT 
AIRBASE  IN  THAILAKO  PRIOR  TO  HIS  CAPTURE.    SOURCE  COULD 
NOT  REMEMBER  WHERE  HE  HEARD  THE  NAKE  BUT  THOUGHT  IT  WAS 
ALSO  THE  RESULT  Of  OVERHEARIKG  COCTERSATIMS  BETWEEN  HIGH 
RANtING  OFFICERS.    WHEN  AStED  HW  HE  WAS  ABLE  TO  HEAR  SO 
KANY  IKTERESTING  COWERSATIONS.  SOURCE  TRIED  TO  IMPRESS 
THE  INTERVIEWER  BY  NAMING  SOKE  OF  THE  IMPORTANT  PEOPLE  HE 
FLEW  IN  HIS  AIRCRAFT  INCLUOIKG:    MG  DONG  VAN  COf.'G,  COR  7TH 
MR  (FLEW  RECON  OF  THAI  BORDER  I9E1).  6G  HUYEN  QiJAHG.OEPUTlf 
COR  STK  MR  DETACHED  TO  COK-.ATO  ALL  MR  5  FORCES  OPCON  TO 
THE  CAK300IAN  THEATER.  BG  KAK  NGA.  OEP  COR  MR  9.  WHO 
WAS  DETACHED  TO  CO-KANO  ALL  MR  9  FORCES  OPCOM  TO  THE 
CAMBODIAN  THEATER.  MG  HOANG  CAM.  COR  <TH  CORPS  PAVN. 
MS  HOAIIG  VAN  IHANH.  CDR  AIR  DEFENSE  FORCES  (ALL  OF 
THE  ABOVE  OFFICERS  WENT  ON  RECON  FLIGHTS  ALONG  THE  THAI 
BORDER).  BG  TU  HOA.  COR  47STH  FRONT  AT  SIEH  REAP.  IT6  LE  DUC 
m,  OEP  COR  PAVN  FORCES.  SO'JRCE  FLEW  NUMEROUS  MISSIONS  FOR 
116  ANH.  THE  LAST  TIME  TO  SAM  RONG  IN  OTDAR  KEANCHEY  (P) 
TO  THE  KQ  OF  A  DIVISION  (U/I)  SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  <79TH 
FRONT  WHICH  INCLUDED  ONE  REGIMENT  OF  SAPPERS.    SOURCE  ALSO 
flfW  LTG  ANH  TO  UMPONG  SAM  V!)  FOR  5TH  COASTAL  ZONE  WHERE 
ITG  ANH  MET  WITH  SOVIET  ADVISORS  (ONE  MG  AND  ONE  BG) 
WHO  WERE  SUPERVISING  CONST RUCTIONOF  NAVAL  BASE.  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  HE  HAD  ENTERED  THAI  AIRSPACE  ON  QtJLY  ONE 
aCASSION  WHEN  HE  STRAYED  OVER  THE  BORDER  FOR  APPROX 
THREE  IILIMETERS  V'HEH  FERRYING  WOUNDED  PAVN  FR«  COC 
KON  AREA  OF  OTDAR  MEANCHEY  (P).    SOURCE  STATED  THAT 
HENu  SAMRIN  OR  PAVN  FORCES  WERE  NOPJ!ALLY  POSTED  ALONG  THE 
BORDER  WITH  SIGNAL  FLAGS  TO  PREVENT  ANYONE  FROK  GOING  OVER 
THE  BORDER.  BUT  ON  THAT  PARTICULAR  DAY  HE  COULDN'T  SEE 
THEH  DUE  TO  THE  FOG.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT  ONLY  A  DIVISION 
COKKANOER  CnULO  GIVE  PERMISSION  FOR  PAVN  TROOPS  TO  ENTER 
THAI  TERRITORY  AND  IN  NO  CASE  BEYOND  10  HLOKETERS. 
PERMISSION  COULO  BE  GRANTED  If  THE  TROOPS  WERE  ENGAGED  IN 
COIiTACT  WITH  IHAMER  ROUGE  FORCES  AND  THAT  THE  PAVN  ELEMENTS 
VauiD  HAVE  TO  RETURN  TO  [AMPUCHEA  AFTER  BREACING  CONTACT 
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WITH  THE  RETREATING  FORCES.    IF  PAVN  TROOPS  WERE  TO  REMAIN 
IN  THAILAND  AFTER  BREAdNG  CONTACT  THE  AUTHORITY  WOULD 
HAVE  TO  BE  GIVEN  PERSONALLY  BY  LTG  IE  DUC  ANH.  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  FROK  LATE  DECEMBER  1960  UNTIL  EARLY  MARCH 
HE  FLEW  MISSIONS  SEVERAL  HOURS  PEP  DAY.  SCKETIHtS  OVER 
SEVEN  HOURS  OF  FLIGHT  TIME  FERRYING  WOUNDED  FROK  THE  CAO  HE 
LAI  (DEFECTORS  IN  THAILAND  REFER  TO  PHNOM  ME  LAI  AS  CAO 
HE  LAI)  AREA  TO  OTHER  AIRFIELDS  WHERE  FIlTO  WINGED  AIRCRAFT 
FURTHER  EVACUATED  THEM  10  PH.'.'OK  PENH.  -SOME  Of  THE  HEN 
WERE  WOUNDED  BY  SHALL  AP.MS  AND  SGHE  DUE  TO  MINES.  BUT 
THE  MAJORITY  HAD  CONTRACUD  A  SICINESS  WHICH  CAUSED 
UNCONTROLLABLE  SEIZURES  OF  COUGHING  WITH  BLOOD  COKING  FRCK 
THE  NOSE  AND  MOUTH  AND  WITH  VOHITING  WHICH  CAUSED  AN 
EXTREMELY  FOUL  OOOR  IN  SOURCE'S   AIRCRAFT.  SOURCEMVTATEO 
THE  NUH3ER  OF  PERSONNEL  EVACUATED  OFTEN  REACHED  500  PER 
DAY  ANO  IN  ADDITION  TO  UrilH  HELICOPTERS  WERE  ALSO  EVACUATED 
BY  SOVIET  MI  6  AND  Mlt  HELICOPTERS.    SOURCE  ALSO  COK-.ENTED 
THAT  HE  HAD  OBSERVED  A  PICTURE  OF  THE  CREW  OF  THE  SOVIET 
AN  26  WHICH  HAD  CRASH  LAHOED  IN  THAILAND  AND  RECOGNIZED 
THREE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CREW  AS  BEING  SR  IT  CHUONG.  THE  PILOT. 
LT  (JUANG  THE  COPILOT.  ANO  LT  HAN  THE  LOADMASTER.  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  SOKE  OF  THE  OTHER  PEOPLE  LOOtEO  FAMILIAR  BUT 
THAT  HE  COULD  NOT  RECALL  THEIR  NAMES.    SOURCE  STATED  THAT 
HE  DID  NOT  BELIEVE  THAT  THEY  HAD  BECOH[.  DISORIENTED  AS 
CLAIMED  ANO  SPECULATED  THAT  THE  CREW  HAD  MUHNIEO  OR 
HAD  DECIDED  TO  DEFECT  LUE  HIH.    imCl  STATED  THAT  THE 
COPILOT.  C.*,NG.  HAD  TOLD  SOURCE  DURING  1981  THAT  HE 
WOULD  LK'  TO  ESCAPE  IF  HE  HAD  THE  oWbRTUNITY. 

5.  THE  REMAINING  SEVEN  DEFECTORS/ESCAPEES 
WERE  ALSO  INTERVIEWED  AND  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  NO  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  POW/MIA'S  OR  ANY  OTHER  SIGNIFICANT  INFORMATION. 
HOANG  lUAN  DOAN.  AN  AIRFORCE  WARRANT  OFFICER  INDICATED 
THAT  HE  WOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  VALUABLE  INFORMATION 
CONCERMNG  MIG-21   AIRCFAfT  IN  USE  IN  THE  SRV.  Bin  0»JLT 
AFTER  HE  WAS  RESETTLED. 

6.  COK'iENTS:    SOKE  DISCREPANT i^S  WERE  N^'ED 
DURIN-G  THE  INTERVIEWS  OF  SOURCES^*'  t.m  ''■«*l.E..**>vOID 
•^T  KEmiOK  HIS  YOUNGER  BROTHER  ,  A^4^<r      BUT  ^-mDIO 
«'-*«£ClAlMEO  THAT  HE  FORGOT  SINCE  HE  HAD  SO  ym,/m*^ 
CLAIMED  HE  STUDIED  BY  CORRESPONDENCE  ANO  NEVER  LEFT  THE 
COUNTRY  vw*ILAlMEO  THAI  /4*fWAS  JUST  A  LITTLE  XIO  AT 

BT 
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RTTSJYIW  RUMJP&A2969  071082)  UNO  TO  LfW)  CREOtNCE  10  HIS  ClAIH  THAT  Ht  iUtT  nv[  Y(W 

ROUTINC  IN  R[[DUCATION.         AND  HIS  TVO        ^ANO  yyfMOLl 

R  1206262  m  82  SPCAt  VIETNAHCSE  VITH  THE  SOnHERN  ACCENT  AND  HAVE 

OBVIOUSLY  NOT  RESIOEO  IN  THE  kORTH  DURIH3  THEIR  EARLY 
YEARS.    THE  REKAINOER  Of  THE  GROU?  WITHOUT  EICEPTION 
fM  USOAO  BEIJING  CH  SPEAtS  THE  NORTHERN  ACCENT.   J»f SEEMS  TO  BE  HORE 

INTERESTED  IN  BEING  REUNITED  VITK  HIS  Vl^E  AND  SOK  (WHICH 
TO    OlA  WASH  OC//DI-7C//AT-3  HE  CLAIKS  TO  HAVE)  IN  THE  U.S..  THAN  VITH-ftSSI$TIN6  THl 

REMAINDER  Of  THE  GROUP  WHICH  MAY  BE  WHY  HI  VAS  WILLING  TO 
INfO  SECSTATE  WASH  DC/ZEA/VLI  SECOEf  WASH  0C//OASD  ISA/PV  KM  ESCAPE  VIA  THE  PRC  IN  TH£  fIRST  PLACt.  " 

USOAO  BANGIOI  TH  CINCPAC  HOMOLaU  HI 

COR  JCRC  BARBERSVPT  HI  USOLO  HONG  KONG  HI  BT 

CIA  WASHOC//D0O/EAVLI 

BT 

SECTION  18  Of  It  BEIJING  CH  02969 

THE  TIME  AND  HAD  MOVED  TO  KVN  ANYWAY  SO  HOW  WOULD  HE  tNOW) 
CLAIMED  HE  W'w  uorth  IN  1948  VICE  19<6  OR  V  BY  IfM^ 
llfm  CLAIMED  THA-AWtWAS  TOO  YOUNG  TO  REMEMBER)  *^^f 
STATED  THAT  M"ft  VA1  KlVfM  tm  PIASTERS  fOR  THE  TRIK  TO 
HANOI  VICE  6000  BY  H^l^    ADMITTED  THAT  ^  PROVIDED 
ALL  THE  MONEY  AND  THAT  HE  WAS  USUALLY  BROIE. /•II^WgVHEII 
CONFRONTED  WHIPPED  OUT  TOW  TAELS  Of  GOLD  fROM  HIS  Pa«T 
AND  SAID  THAT  WAS  ALL  HE  HAD  LEfT  AND  THAT  HE  HAD  BEEN  TAtEN 
TO  THE  CLEANERS  BY  THE  WHOLE  GROUP)       STATED  THAT  THE 
fXTTfRY  PURCHASED  VAS  4600  PIASTERS  VICE  2000  /?6 

■*"'*^i6AIN  ADMITTED  NOT  PAYING  THE  MONEY  ANlj*<ie SAID  *  • 

/fi(*ePROeABLY  fORGOT  TO  INCLUDE  THE  COST  Of 
THE  COMPASS)  THE  REMAINDER  Of  THE  GROUP  (EXCLUDING  y>f»*t 
TVinvw^  AND  NEPHEW)  BLAMED  THEIR  CURRENT  STRAIT  Al'  f» 
Af^^tri      THEY  SAID  THAT  THEY  WIRE  DECEIVED  BY 
/^♦Vtf  5NE  Of  THE  ORIGINAL  PLANNERS.  linO  BELIEVING  THAT  //Mi 
WAS  A  COLONEL  WHO  WORtED  fOR  THE  A.'-ERICAN  CIA  AND  THAT  /tr^k' 
WAS  A  SR  CPT  IN  THE  CONG  AN  VHOSVAS  ABLE  TO  SPEAt 
CHINESE.    THEY  HAD  BEEN  LED  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  THE»  "f»"n 
HAVE  NO  PROBLEMS  AFTER  LANDING  IN  THE  PRC  SINCE  y+vifi 
/s*\*eWOULD  be  ABLE  TO  TAIf  CARE  Of  EVERYTHING.  THEY 
f UK  I  HER  STATED  (IN  A  HIGHLY  EMOTIONAL  MANNER)  THAT  THEY 
WERE  BEING  RESEHLED  IN  CHINA  RATHER  THAN  THE  U.S..  AND 
If  THEY  HAD  WANTED  TO  LIVE  IN  A  COK,KUNIST  COUNTRY  THEY  . 
WOULD  HAVE  REMAINED  IN  VIETNAM.    THEY  CLAIMED  THAT  THEY 
WERE  ENTICED  BY  VOA  RADIO  BROADCASTS  AND  ALSO  DUE  TO  THE 
RESULTS  Of  A  HIGH  LEVEL  CONFERENCE  HELD  IN  MANILA 
CONCERNING  REFUGEES.   THEY  ALSO  POINTED  OUT  THAT  THEY 
WERE  VERY  tKOWlEDGEABLE  CONCERNING  U.S.  STATUTES  CONCERNING 
IMMIGRATION  AND  REFUGEE  STATUS.    THEY  SAID  THEY  HAD  EVERY 
REASON  TO  FEAR  FOR  THEIR  LIVES  IF  THEY  REMAINED  IN  CHINA 
DUE  TO  THE  HOSTILITY  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  COUNTRIES.  THEY 
WERE  EMPHATIC  THAT  SINCE  THEY  WERE  MEMBERS  Of  THE  AIRfORCC 
AND  HAD  OffECTEO  WITH  A  HELICOPTER  THEY  MUST  BE 
CONSIDERED  AS  POLITICAL  REFUGEES  RATHER  THAN  ECONWIC 
REFUGEES  AND  THAT  THEY  FELT  THEY  MET  THE  REQOIRFKfNTS 
Of  THE  198U  REfUGEE  ACT.   Of  THE  ENTIRE  GROUP 

WAS  THE  HOST  FORTHCCHING  AND  DID  NOT  EVER  TRY  TO 
BARGAIN  ANY  INFORMATION.   HIS  (NOaEOGE  Of  THE  REEDUCATION 
CAMP  SYSTEM  AND  THE  MEMORY  SIETCHES  THAT  HE  PROVIDED 
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5  March  1982 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:  10  Viet  Refugees  in  Beijing. 

Reference:    Phonecon  from  CIA/DDO/EA/VLK  analysts  to  /^/»vwr 
(DIA/DI-7C),  4  Mar  82,  subj:  SAB. 

DDO/EA/VLK  has  received  informal  cable  summary  of 
info  obtained  by  PARS  during  brief  interview  with    <^ov»r^uc-  SRV  MOI 

officer.    Initial  assessment  is  that  %C     background  legend  re  his  entire 
career  in  MOI  is  phoney. 

Analysts  were  in  general  agreement  that  most  pressing 
immediate  problems/questions  are: 

-  To  obtain  sufficient  details  to  be  able  to  sort  out  $c     ^t  . 
least)  true  position  and  scope  of  knowledge. 

-  How  to  persuade    9«urc<i       to  begin  telling  the  truth  about  themselves. 

-  What  was  (and  his  associates')  reason  for  going  into  the  PRC? 

-  Why  are  they  not  being  truthful;  and  if  they  begin  telling  a  part 
of  the  truth,  how  do  we  separate  the  true  statements  from  the 
fabrications?    (We  could  agree  that  in  principal  we  could  understand 
a  certain  arnount  of  attempts  to  bargain  and  withhold  for  r*»warH: 
however,  performance  exceeded  the  understandable^ and 
unacceptable  facrication. ) 

-  There  was  general  agreement  that  it  is  incumbent  on       ,  et  al ,  to 
demonstrate  complete  and  sincere  truth  and  cooperation  as  a  necessary 
precondition  to  any  consideration  of  bringing  them  to  the  U.S.  There 
can  be  no  negotiations  regarding  this  point,  because  experience  has  *^ 
given  overwhelming  demonstration  that  when  a  source  is  rewarded  for 
fabrications  overseas  and  brought  into  the  U.S.,  the  source  continues 
to  fabricate  and  seldom  supplies  any  usable  information. 

The  fact  that  5c   has  accurate  knowledge  of  certain 
sensitive  information  regarding  the  internal  workings  of  the  MOI  leaves 
little  doubt  that  he  had  a  fairly  good  access  to  information  within- the  MOI 
headquarters.    On  the  other  hand,  he  can  not  demonstrate  knowledge  that  he 
should  have  if  he  were,  as  he  claimed,  a  member       s  <n^rc<_ 

.    It  appears  more  likely  that  he  was  a  member  of  either: 
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Might  be  dispatched  and  targeted  against  PRC  or  U.S. 

Should  have  had  access  to  current  Info  re  SRV  targeting  of  U.S., 
to  Include  exploitation  of  U.S.  PWs  and  the  PW  issue. 

Could  have  been  involved  in  the  interrogation  of  U.S.  PWs  prior 
to  1975. 

Could  have  had  access  to  info  re  detention  camps  in  SRV. 

Miscellaneous  info  re  MOI. 

MOI  runs  all  detention  camps  in  SRV;  including  those  run  by  Doan 
776. 

Doan  776  was  overt  MOI  outfit.    Internal  guard  force,  etc,  were  all 
uniformed  MOI  men.    The  uniforms  appeared  to  be  military,  thus 
inmates  at  these  camps  probably  mistook  them  for  military  men.. 

KH-5  =  MOI  Prison  Department.  ^ 

K-30  =  Old  designation  for  Cyc  -Dich  Vgn,  Tong  Cue  Chinh  Tri,  Bg  Quoc 
Phong  (Enemy  Proselyting  Dept,  of  General  Political  Directorate, 
Ministry  of  Defense).    K-30  had  its  offices  in  the  same  "U"  shaped 
building  as  the  MOI  HQ.    K-30  was  MOI  under  military  cover. 

Political  Security  Section  is  on  1st  (ground)  floor  of  MOI  HQ  (?). 

KD-1  has  entire  2nd  floor. 

KE-1  through  4  has  entire  3rd  floor. 

KD-2-4  on  4th  (poss.  5th)  floor. 

Example  of  specious  info  from 

Claims  5  year  Police  Officer  School: 

*  But,  25/120  grads  asgnd  to  K-49  (i.e.,  KD-1);  this  can't  be  true 
because  of  career  progression/training  patterns. 

*  But,  claimed  that  worked  for  U.S.  in  SVN.    Can'.t  be 
true,  because  a  rigid  requirement  is  that  no  candidate  can  be 
permitted  any  bourgeois  family  members. 


was  in  SVN,  was  working  for  the  MT6PMNVN. 


if  he 
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■^^GE  -0018 

KSGNO     168  (PCXX)  •l0/22/86»  »06:08:4l .0.4* 

ZCZC    11:07:39Z  (PC) 

RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS7393  2950918-  -RUEALGX. 
ZMY 

R  2209 18Z  OCT  86 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALCX/SAFE 

R  220905Z  OCT  86 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 

INFO  RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHDC//DDO/EA/VCL/ICOG// 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

BT 

EZ1 : 

LIAISON  BANGKOK  47393  "  - 

CITE:  3793  OCT  86 

EZ2: 

SUBJECT:  /'Arrv\C 

REF:  A.    DIA  MSG  211530Z  OCT  86 

B.    JCRC  RPT  M86-063  MSG  1il0955Z  OCT  86 

1.  REF  A  SUGGESTS  THAT  SUBJECT  INDIVIDUAL 
CONTINUES  TO  BE  ENGAGED  IN  ACTIVITIES  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
THE  SRVIS.    REF  B  IS  THE  PRELIMINARY  REPORT  ON  JCRC 
INTERVIEW  WITH  KUALA  LUMPUR  WALK- IN  '?durc< 

2.  DURING  THE  INTERVIEW  NOTED  IN  REF  B,  SOURCE  • 
SAID  HE  COULD  RECALL  THE  NAMES  OF  ONLY  THREE  OF  HIS 
FELLOW  PRISONERS.    SOURCE  CLAIMS  THAT  ALL  THREE  WERE 
HELD  IN  SON  TAY  K2  PRISON,  AND  THAT  ALL  HAVE  SINCE 
BEEN  RELEASED. 

3.  THESE  THREE  PERSONS  ARE: 

-  LEO  (PROBABLY  DDEO)  VAWN  CHEES  RELEASED  IN  1985 
AND  PRESENTLY  LIVING  IN  HCMC  (NFI); 

-  NGUYEENX  CAO  QUYEENF,  FORMER  RVN  AMBASSADOR  TO 
FRANCE,  RELEASED  2  MAY  86  AND  PRESENTLY  LIVING  IN  HCMC 
AT  THE  "NHAF  TAAPJ  THEER"  AT  "NGAX  6"  (NFI),  AND 

l\ffirfKt    

4.  SOURCE  SAYS  THAT  a/M^^  WAS  RELEASED  FROM  K2  IN 
EARLY  1982  AND  THAT  HE  HAD  GONE  TO  CHINA  "WITH  HOANG 
VAN  HOAN". 

5.  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  ALL  THREE  WOULD  BE  ABLE 
TO  PROVIDE  HEARSAY  EVIDENCE  CONCERNING  THE  LIVE  SIGHTING 
BY  SOURCE  OF  123  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  STILL  BEING  HELD  AT 
SON  TAY  K3. 

6.  IN  LIGHT  OF  CURRENT  CONCERN  ABOUT  SUBJECT 
INDIVIDUAL,  WE  BELIEVE  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  BE  OF 
SUFFICIENT  INTEREST  TO  MERIT  SEPARATE  MSG  PRIOR  TO  .  _ 
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PACE    _  0019 

TRANSMISSION  OF  DETAILED  REPORT  ON  SOURCE  OF  REF  B. 
(DETAILED  REPORT  IN  FINAL  STACES  OF  COMPLETION.) 

BT 

#7393 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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c. 


J 


J    h.  /jl/  .  .    .  J  .  .     .1  PAH, 


Jj(h^.Kjf)  ^^riUiiohrx^jj/  rli  Tawj.  GtAti^  J^r/u. 


3^  ^0<i£^^k  <^  'jSu 


."6^  "to  j^jbiaj^yis^i  


mmtmr<t  M  r  '*■¥•'         "»  mMm  ipwpi——— it— Tk  m   mim  — m»«jMkj»— — 
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ntPAWT»*t  fJT  OF  f.tKtr.bF 
JCS  hFSSARi:  CFi.ThP 


ROHTI.jF 

FM  JCt^C   LlAlSU'v  fHA^'uKOK  Th 

TO       UTA  I'.AbHlMoTO'^"  nC//nc-2// 

II\IF0  COk   JCKC   HAt^uFKS   PI  hi 

USCIk'CHAC   HOnOLULI'  hi //Ji/J36/J2// 

CIA  t\ASHun//un.j/t A/vcL // 


7r'i,   KllriTHKA?<^Oi  1630901 


striTu^  m  OF  r,5  LiATSfii.'  HAivGKHrv  iH  ^aso:^ 


CITE' 


SIJHJ : 


HOivf;  KuN'o  tVFFI'tFtS  RtPOf^riljC  LlVt  bTGHTTNRS  UF 
AML^ICA^Ji 


REF; 


A.      1)1  A  Ti<Ai 


SxiTlAl.    LIP    fS-qf,ijP/nc-21  ,    7   OCl  03 


r.      .IL"C    ijt'r.  iiSo, 
F.      .ICt-'C-L-;.5    ttFKf'xT  f^^f.^^-^)/l^>, 

F.    lUA/nc-t?  .v:^<j,  nir,  ?bib3b7 

I,...  ^.A^.ni    i,T^r»,   kT-v    7°  roU'K'T 


L-Tu  if00303Z  JAU  tf4  (uniAL). 

nrn  o'jnbio?  App  ««  (NutaL). 

1 1  hP-<  bu  r^m al)  . 

17  AOr,  b«  fhOlAL). 
MAP  fl5. 

Tc^•vTr.=•  u.s.  P'-S 

I.  J  . 


1.  ''cF    .'.    -^'^    fx'c'lUFbT    f«t    IJTA    t-riri    j'-IFrVlFf*  LiF 

4erurtC-         ,.Hii   LLJ.T--^Fii    |0   MAVt   uKbF.rvVtn   I'.S.    HOi.s  I., 
!;A'.»iT  I'o   brrfti.MF    PCCa':  lfl'..S   auO   Fi»r-lHtk   RtCUESTtl.t  THAT 

OlHtw   Si.iU.-:f>.S   f-r.    ] 'M  FitVIFt-.Fu   CO.jCtK::Ti,(G   Tr.r   LY    KAi-1  JF 
AkEA,      nPf    .3   I'Ab   KFbI'LTb   uF    l!;Tt:ovTt>'  HF  ^&ixrc<^ 
RfcF  r,   -^AS   «?cSiJl  r<i   OF    IMEkVIEi-.   UF  yi^'^iH^  rtHt»<tJrJ 

HE   CLATv-Fu    TO   ^AVt   ur'LY    HEARSAY    I f.FuR-iA  l  l.jN!  CO^CFKMlNb 
U.S.    prirtS.      CtF   '>   '^AS    TwTE^VIfN   Oh  yi^A-^€: 

REF   F   i'.AS   TisTc'^vIt^  HF  x/  -^rry*  e:  ''tF  F  Pt'JuEbTtO 

REI'MTET-v/Tt  "   A'\r>   Pol.  YRk  Ak'J   OF        /i/^w  C  A-'vu  ^^^t" 

^ RtF   c  PkOVIl/FU   a   FI:<SHa?Ju  ACLOumI   oY  /^/fwe' 
^/^rrt^       ('h    |Wc   .STl-HI  l:>jf:   Tr.   107^  I'H    1"   Puv.^   1'.  HA'-'Ul  . 


ACTjn;,   ur-?i*)  fu,H,7,0,F) 
KJFu       CJCSt*)   J«(*)   UU'S(*)   J«C*)   J5l*)   JSuA(*J  oFLntF:t*) 
bfCntPl*)    US|,PI**1    AS'>:PAf*)    UbOHtuSAA  (.♦)  iM^-ICC*) 
nT-^l*;   aY-1  ;.r>(*  j   l>Iu(*)   nt-^(*)   Ori-^f*)   l>b-aBi*j  ..  . 

ii^=-?Cf*l  n->-^r<:r*)  nf.-:jni(*)  niAi*j  uC-«a-^i*j 

T  jTaI    r.jPlFb   KFullIREn  0 

»-C"  =  ^'j1»-'/'>t'7.S>        Tul  =«Dt  <,'»/041  j7        1  A^z^si  b"^/ 1  bn  1  7        rL/Sw  =  OTAl  7b 
*«♦«***«**«***♦***♦«**♦«         HA(jF    01  ~" 
♦  «        l20ft5'iZ   JI'N  85 

***«*«*•«»**♦«*•♦*******        oFCT    Oi    ijF  05 
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.ICS   lAfbSAPI.  LFMt" 


?.  S<Atrc<  WAS   KFl^nPkVlE.NFl)  lUv   31  may 

8b   l^:   HI-  T    I  CMAIi. 

A.      Snut/CF  $»urc«  IN'ITIALI.Y    wELAIEU  A 

FAIRLY   STnTLAK   ACCOuM    OF   HIS   ALLEHtO   SIRHTING  uF  APPkOx 
10  r-ALF  CAIICASIAK-S   AT   TttE  FILM  CFKS0R6HIP  HALL   H<l  THE  NGA 
TU  Sn   Ar<FA   UF    HA'JuI   BUT    WAS  llNSuPe    UF   ThF  TlMhFkA.^F. 
S(j»lKCr:   v  AJ>   ALbM  LcSxS  SPECIFIC   Rt^ARuTivft  HIS  OtSCR  IP  f  lUK  OF 
ThF    10   Awe»lCA»vb   hF   CL»lM£n   T|i  hAvF   DbStPvFU.  JiOUMCE 
AGRtFu    hi  HL   c>A'Uf'tr>   PY   HfiL^liRAPh    10  PrtOvE    ThE  VhKAClTY 
OF  HTo  lllKn.vMATin<. 

tf.      blloStOuFivT   Tu   IHt.    IMIEKVIF,;,    SIjHkCE   KFllJf<NbO  Tu 
ThF    Ii\,TLMVIEW  "^Ull.i   Af.'U   STATLI)   TnAT    mE   r»lO   MuT   rtAMf    10  TAKE 
A   POLYGkA^'H   EXAH.      br'u'^CE   AUMITTEO    THAT    Ht   liAU  LltO  CUN- 
CEPuI^G  HIS   ALLtr^dn  Sir,MTp*G  UF    10  u.a.   PmS   Ar-0  GAVE  AS 
HIS  f<LAbni<  FOk  LVl'-'b  rilb  uFbiKE   Tu  r  AkE   HIS   SiriivY  MuRt 
BEI.  IF  VFa''LF   Si.1   IhaT   ThF    U.S.   ivOULU  hA.<Otf   Tu  FIivD 

AmFiHCAkS   rnfc-t   »t   ASb'l.iEL*   '^FkE   STTLL   fttUvG   HELD.      SOURCE        ^  " 

CLAiMtn  ThAr  hf  ftiiSiif      That  u.s.  p.  s  wtf't  still  ueini, 

HELU    cjElAL'SL    IHc'  t    ..EkF    CIiIvSTaM    K<<i-.riKS    I  Ivl    vTtT.yAM  INL-I- 
CATlMb    |H„T    ThPT    i,FkF   "tlivf.'   HLLl),    A|  Ttino("-i«  SOui^LE  ^AS 
MuT    Anl  c    M'  »^r"U!.,F    A,.Y    St-rLif-Ji;    ]  • ..t,; '/.^T  Ifi     id  WrilLH 
Mt   hAi..   rA;,Fu.    uTo    :«*Jirll;-.F  |  to'>  . 

L.      Sfif'-'CF    -mS   Tr.F.i   At'VTSEiJ   ThmT   f-t   .A-oLo   >v(t|  oE 
GIVbN   A  \(   cX«M   M.iLtSS   nF   KOI'LH   VJlUMl  AhlL^'    Ab^tE   AinD  SINCF^ 
m£   ..fiui  u   ;^-T    v-''IlI'..Ta»?II  Y   aGkFE   mF   '"aS   AS^tn   To  PKOVlPt  A 
TRUE    A^U   ATCUkAIF    ACCuHaT   OF    aMY    A'>'i;   ALL   HO.^/MA  IKFOkM- 
AlIGf   K'.MTLH   i;t   CnuLU   r<fCALL.      SlJHKCt    STATcH    Tt^Al    iiE  HAD 
i,,  HEAkO  NO'*tPOl!b   fVU  inKS   rONCf  kM».(,   U.S.   PftS   fHl'^II-  G  IHt 

1  TIME  UF   TmF   'a'aP  HJT  Col'L*^  t-ffcCALL   t'-O  SHFtlUCS.  SoUkCE 
ClTt-.n   As  .lis  SOU"CF   OF    IHtSr.   Kli!.:f)kS  wuMEPUl'b  h l-'LOuC  1  FkS 

I  -^iTl;  kF^:I^C;.Tb    ("/Ij   I'F   HA»UI   PUPIM   uEr.'^  !>' T  .^»^  1 ^FbSlOvtS 
Al   THE  KFi-i<r.S|i-«t"I   aTA^•uS   Th  ma-j^j  .     C0l;CtRi-;lNU  HIS  PkF- 

'  VinuS  ClAI^'  f»H    M^vTr.f;  ScE  -   10  II. S.   Pi*'S   IN  T-iE  iMiiA   TU  dO 

I  AkFA,   SuHkCL   CLATmF:)    |Hat   Ht   hAU  lii^LY   HEAkC)   AbOuT   1U  U.S. 
P.\S  Who  i*'LRt  FTL'-'cr»   In   1  me  uga   TH  St.t  aKlA.     StiiiwCt  CLAIMED 
Thai    he   HdfeKO   T,iF    STOrkY   Fi<n>i   A   MAiJ   rMlu'-Tv    10  Hl^-   AS  A/t^i 
M^W^  AHOKIU  Yo»    '-lATlV'E    oF    "V'J    (tXACf    POfc    UMi^)  WhO 

I  HAH  *»LiP^Fu   AS   A   IjkIVEk  Fl'r^   IHt   mANOI   F  IL''-  FaCIOkY.  SuUkCE 
0H»  NOT   »tCALL   A^  Y   SPtHIFiC   TI^LFkA-.F   OF      VAMg  ALLEGED 
SlGHTl'i.,  ftOrt   C'U'I  ij  riF   RtCAl  L  v.HEN  he   iiFA«u»   1  hL  SToPY  bUI 

I  THfUlGHT    TmAI    hF    H^n   HL/'<n   The    SUikY   FnO;-    J\i^t  SU'-'cTlMc  ...  - 

ilFTFP   T-.r    ivy7S    "I  ]Bi:'*'.TlO.  Sii'tnTK    ItTU   kECALL    ThA  |    I  H£ 

,y  fitv^t  .,ts  t>Fr;.r  t-'F  C'TlF  or  |».t. 

!  HA'v.iI    FJI.      hACT..''"^    iyul'.i;   P.il-     ,iA,  Oj),  UAi*;-  A.i, 

.-•C  "  =      1  t.^/Oe?  7  :,1        T^F'si'al  n  </m91  i  7        TaI'sP^}!  t?^/ 1  *3«i  1  7        CuSN  =  0IAl7f» 
*«**«******•««*********«         rAtjF    0^  ~ 
I  •  *        l?U«b<«Z   JIIW  85 

i  .SECT  M   (IF  05 
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♦♦♦♦♦««****«♦***•*♦*«*♦» 


ntPA'^lFo    |M   nPFi)    A  FAtluWY    in   SATl^f>'.>   A'H'    IHAT  Ht 

DtPAflFu  oFFn^F   Tr|P    1975   "L  IHEPaT  lOw" .     SuH.tCt  oTA.Ttn 
THAI    rtHt^'   Ht    uEP/^^TtO   FKMf-    VltTIJAl'i    IN    1qP,^    /V/Vv^IkaS  FH- 
PLOYFij   AS   A   nt*TvFr<   FOk    THt   FRtSH   FfUJOS   CO.vPANY    (CUNG  TY 
Tjni    SO.iP).      SnufCF   STATFJ   that   WfUUF  nwIfjKlNCi  bEt"^   AT  A 
ReFKFbHi»;FijT    STAuO   On  PHiJNU   HUNG   STRhFI    1!j  HAMOl,    HE  OlvCE 
ClbSEPvFlJ  SHiyF   CAIICA^Ta'Io    (^UT   SU^K  IJF   Nur'.bF,v  bl'T  IHUUGHI 
That    JT   "IGhT   HaVl   bFbN   TisO  rjW    THnFh)    PA.S3   oY  A  SMALL 

MILITARY    "r.(J-WAH-CA"    tCOMi-IAND   Ca»)    VFUlCLti.      bHukCE  CLAIMED 
TmAI    hF    SAi*-   Thf^"   CAi'   rlTh   THh   CAuCASlA.gS   TuP-vIiviP  F^^0^. 
PHIIijR  HuHi,  u»!Tn  LY    vAh  dF  ?TRtFl.     bOuPCF   CoiilP  NUT  RECALL 
ThF   YfcA:<  HIS    fiLLtfit"   SIRhTlMG   f>tll    bFh'-tP   Tn  KFCAlL  BT 


******«*«r*****«****»*i>**        KAbF    Ojj   ^JF  05* 

♦  *         l?U«b'U   JHi<  65 
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♦**»♦*«**«•**«♦«*«****•* 


JC8  K-.F.SSAf.h  LP..:Tr.»-" 


7rii/-  kU,v,TdKA?S03  1630903 


P  1^08*^^47  .lor  Ab 

TO     DiA  AftSHiwiiTo'i  nc//nc-2// 

IMFO  CHk  JCkC  RAf-iFiwS  PT  Ml 

USCInCPAC  HnijOLULlI  Hl//J3/J3b/J?// 
tiA  KASHuC/ZuOO/bA/VCL// 


That    it   i^a?^   R£FU=?c    IHt   tMO  UF    the   "^a'',      SullhCt   iTATtn  THAT 
Oi\  (jNf:    (iTHFu'   UCCAStoM  >-HlLF   Ht   *vAS   i^IUIivG   A   TKAirj  FKOM 
HAT   PhO.vP    Tu   HA.4"I    hF   LOOKFfi   UOaii   Fr.Ovi   TMt    If^Alf.  AWJ 
Oi*vSePvFi/   bTx   UV   StVL*=    (LATFf<   CHAf<L-iFu    I"   «;tVfcf  ()t<  tliiHT) 
CaHCAMm'  Jj   ^.PAt^r.'w   /.HlTt    SHOrtl    SLt^vFi.   Sni^TS   AND   ShOkT  ' 
PAMIS,      Si.l'krt    CI  aTv.FiJ    that    Ht    SA.v    T^F    C  A  (JC  A  S I A  f-S    IN   A  > 
CUHpntMJ,;  t^Fl-'-tFiJ   IHl  KAM.KOAn  AWn  LY   lAk  t.-F  SiPcFI   wEaw  a 
RaIL'?.IA,.    IPtJ^ILt.      (Sui'KCt   i-.Ai»   i.ni    b'lj-.F    »:.uT   PuI.MTt!)  OuT 
A   Tr(F.STi.r    "nTC"   i'ASijFb   iiVilP   lY    vd.   LT.-.h   RlOrFf.j  Sf-U'^CF 
CLAJf^tl-   T  :M    AT    T.  F    TJ'-t   i.ilflf-lt    HtSSr  i-lnim,   u^'  ThF 

T.<Ait  r.i.  1.   ihat  TrF  ro't-»'M.,f  I)  ..Hi-r-t  i.e         tuf  rAncAoiAfo 

WkS    a    P  i-     r,,\  'P   P'Tn    A'-f^  ICA*:   ^ll.UTii.      Cvif  -CF    CLAl^'tO  TnAT 
Ht  cnijl  u  .jr<l   -tFC/iLL   TuF   Tl'-it  OF  hi<;  S1«".hT1'JC  tfHT  bTATcH 
■^r^M    l  *^   T;:0.^rKT   ThAI    IT   waR   PKIU'»   1|.    IQ7S.      Si;t.<KCt  CLAIMED 
TU  hAvF   .Vu  Fiii^TnFr,    U:F P,x"*AT  lOw  CnuCtPfjItvP-   U.S.  enrt/KTA. 

U.      S'U.PCF   CLAI^tO   That    IiF   FlPtiT   vtT  A/rtv<C 
SljMETlMt'   (>M|,TNr:   I.  ATt    iPbO   A  I    A   bFt^?   RTAhO  Ou   PHUlJo  HUNG 
STRtFT   .\'FAr*   ThF   .IiJf'CT  iOi,  ijF  PhUnG  HU'-ii,   a^'D  LY   NA*'  Oc. 
SIJMKCt   CLaTI'.Fl»    I'-'ftT     iJhtii      WAS  C'LY   A   CASuAL   AGull  A  T  NT  A^CE 
FVFN   TMoilt-H   So"lirt   tSCAPFU  (ifv   TmE   SA^'L   UTiaT   i"lTti  rll.-i. 
(SOutJCF'S   PUAI    N-l.iRt'?    Ai-jO  .   tTlAT   aijMoFk   aPc  uWlY 

One  apa.<t  A^'u    Dkrh       '•mTch  «"c."li>  rr^oiCATt  that 

THFr    ,-,FkF    STAi^IUKo   I-^FaT    Tu  tACH  IMHI-.k    In   LT:>.f   OUKih't  IN- 
P«(lCFSSlfi(,   livi  HlJ^'o  Kfii^n.)       SOHMCt  Ar'iJ    /VA^Mc    ALSu  kESIUFI) 

ACTIO;.  or-?(*)  Cl,t-») 
IiMFU       C.ICS(*)   J-^t*J  J'K*)   JSl*)   JSuAl*)  5EcneF:(«) 

oFCntFC*)     ll?ijF'(*»l     ASn:PA(*l     'li,f>H:uSAA  I*)  IsMlCl*) 

aT-3(*j  AT-iun(*j  uiuf*)  nh-^f*)  nh-2(*)  do-^bi*) 
ina-?Lf*i  ^.-l-^r^f»l  nrj-an.-sr*)  niA(*j  i>c-«A3i*) 


Mj;rjsRi,i  hT/ni.«7  Tcif/rM^.l  1 '4  '        T  A I  •  =  H  V.  1 1>  X  /  1  bO^  7        Ci>fiK  =  0  T  A  1  7  7 


StCTTiJ^'  0^  (JF   f'S  LlAlSOi;  tJAKGrJlK    |H  3^903 


CITE: 


3 3 in  Juf'i  "b. 


SURJ:      hP.-''.  Ku^G  i<FFUUFES  kEPli'^TTNf;  LIVE   STGHfluns  UF 


»****««*««**•*«**«****** 
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***«««***•«•••*«*••**•*» 


jrs  MFbSAr.e  CFNTEw 


ItM   THt    SA-.F   BilTLr>I?!.,    At'U    S&MF   POOl^.   /Mll£    IN   CnlMArtAN  CAhP 
PkIUC   to  rFl^'ii   IPamsFlPkFj   TO  HEI   LI'Mb  CHAH..  Sul'itCt'b 
Camp   l.u.   MuMcFk  aNu  the  inllMPhR  of     /^flrrA^  D^fA 
Ar<F    I.'J   sFyllt^'CF   '^hICH   WOtlLP    iNniCATt   THAT   TmFy   wEKf  AGAIM 
STANDlNi;         LIM£   TDGFTHcR  nuPING  PROCESSINR   InTu  MF  1  lING 
ChAU.      bOuWCF    CLAP'tO   TiiAT   mE   HAO   TALkFU   *v  T  T  H    /^^t.  IN 

thf  CA'-iH?  Ok  riiiw.Fwnus  pccasionS  Rut  Tmai  he  Cuiilo  nuT 

RECALL   ilAvTwr;   SkFC  TF  TCALL  r   UlSCuStiEiJ   THb    ISSUE   OF  AMEhlCANS 
HELU   P'^lSu^'t"    Tw   VltT.MA..-..      501. PCE   CLAlK'tD   ThAl    nE  COULn 
NUT   PcCaI.L    AMyfiuF    MA"tn  A/'Aryvt 

3.  Su'iKTE  /lAr.y.^  rAS  kF  1  N  I  F K V 1 F rtF U  ON 

31    SAY  AT    hPl   Ll'^fi  Cri/»!.. 

A.      S''U''CF      VA»vife    AlbO  PELATtn   A   81*^11. aP   ACCOUNT  OF 
HIS   ALLt'^tn   SlKrlTir.'o   tjF    T.-.O  M.S.    HAb   1"   •••HAl    hE  Sr-ECI'LAIEU 
WAS    ThF    ViiQ  r^'fcP.s   C?V-»Vo   CF  iT£o   RuT    CuAI^tn    Th*!    HF    KAS  VtPY 

iiNCtPiAir-i  ru^c^Kf  pji,  T^'t  T  iMFFPA'-'t .    jjnu'=>CF  stFfiFu  in 

RECALL    |H.-,T   HIS   «;iP;.iTIf  G   IjF    TmF   T/ii  U.S.    r'!^S  uCtl'rtPtD 
SOMETlffc   ,.;Mk  T.jc   ityTtt  0*    1979   A^U  FUkTHFi,   b^c  C  I'L  A  T  t  D ,  dA^ED 
Dim   TMt.    !t.'AViJ     Tl''c»    TnAf    T^it   Lf'CAlT'jN  Of-    iiJii  aLlFi^Fu 
SlRhTi*^',,  .  Ao  o't     ■  Mf.f  L  .  nKTn  LiF  P-aC  nI'v.   in>  i.     f  ^nif: 
nu»^lMi.    r'lS   T.xTr    [  "l   I?  J    r    I  F -.F      a  T  1  p  .-.P  1  F  ,<   in  imTa1\  m 
LuCATjr..  pn,   1  Mt   mH..TmF-.''  r-j^.-.-iO  rr-n*-'-   t-'U    .Ai;  a^^l^  Tu 
LGC*Tt  n.-F   hi.Il*.    PrFijr,£F  PtEvIoHbLY 

INTFP  y/Th''»-:'>  «T   jrr.r    I^^   oFJJl-u  PPL">    .-^h''  rL-M»'^En   Tu  nAvF  . 
Mh.Arti'   Arjuui    Tr^F   SlTc.      .\Jt^  1 I C  A  T  F  i;    THaT    TmF   SITc  AAb 
COLliCATt''   >lTh.   T'^fc    J'i'uf'CHI'  A   kAijT(.   ^TaTIO  j    in*.!    PhA  l  THAMh 
nUfJG   -Ji'iritj)    T..    Ti^c   bHjl    haT    akEa   [jKU^'W^r^   TiiF   •va''   f-hFiw  iT 
Was   F\/^CI'ATtr»   Tr,F^F    A. 40   T ri A T    THE   KOr't^'AL   LoCATin-^   FG^  THE 
SITt    ViAS   :-:PaT    Tu   mF    TkI    village.      AuniTin.,iAL  lN»-Or«»'ATlO.< 
FkOm  i-.TLL   R£    vFKOixTtn   SEPAOATELY.)        i>Pu'^•CE  CLAIMED 

THAT    nF   CuI'lH   "cTmLl   O^'l^    T.vO  VE'^o^kS   HF    Th't   CFi-TiiAL   »- IL-' 
^t^Cu'^E^<' I  A  <  Y  FACi'>.<Y.     r..:C  -  as        pHl.l^b,  OvFk  bf-  yu'»  POo 

IJigK^fti'.'"    PuT    VATlVt    UF    NV'-.'    .'.hrl-l    WAS    Ti,    CHA'Vi,h  T  hc  tQulK- 

MENT    bFCTin;j    IP.iA      XMU'' o  KHj).      SOUPCF    'vtCAl  LEi)  A'JuTnFK 

CAOkF    CaILFu    PHA'-,    APpP.j)^    St;    yOa    Hno   U>M  f-U  •.*■*■-•   el'T    .^AlIvF  OF 
rJVW,    /.►^U   i;Tt'">    Tm.    a    tfFnlCLL    ACCTi)FuT    DuPI'-"!,    lOf'l  "rilL? 
FijRUIMF    T(;   liO   FII  -.InG   Af    THt    CHlMtSt    .JO!<0c^'.  SuHkCc 
STAlFu    T«<aT    TriF   Cc^'IPmL    FILm   .jOCHf^P.-.-T      Y    FACTui^Y  ISH'uTuI 
WAS    mvll^cP    T'vT.j   Fni,fc-    S£CrTLl^';S    INlIuOI-^'G    I  Ht  LfiUlPf'tNl 
StClIij"    f'"'Ar-   "f.i'^S.   Cu  KHn,    THE   P'^iiCESol.vn  StCITO"  (HHa-.' 
xun^r,  T..  WA^b'i,  THt  fir.jrr'i,  sfctjo..  (PhAr.  xiiu'.'o  jii-.r, 

PhT.-),    <■.',,    fut    bi'iv.i   bFLTJOi;    iPrtAf.    xllU'JG    AV    TnA.v-nj.  bOUPCF 

.    .  .      .■    .-..'..r.   :  of    '  h'-f'-.Fr.    uThF-.    ■•E-"ci3   uF  Tuf 

n.vr,A:"J  7,.T  irr,^      o^i-'^CF    CuAl'-'Ll-    To   iiAv"^   •■'u   FM.,T,.Fr.  l^iF^^v_ 
AUU.'    C.I  'lF       I '>'.j   r'n../..TK    IVLI  -iHi'ii,   /.M    Hi.,.T,.rr  .;F|AlLb 

yC'''  =  «  j1  p"«/tV7iS        T.ji-  =  A'.,ieT/o<»l  14?        TAI^=''S1  ^-■^/l  bOt;7        CUSn  =  uTai77 

♦  •         iPO'^b'^Z   JUN  rtS 

bFLI    n«>   ()F  Ob 
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COMCFK^^!l^•l,   HTb   ALLF&Fi>   bTf,HflNG   OK    u .    .  Trv  CFwTKAL 

VIFTMA^'^HuOlMb  l<>bO. 

b.    snu<?cF  CuAiMtn  That  he  haO  knoj^n' 

SIWCF    19«a   •^HEM  CAME    TO   VISIT   SljUwCE '  S   iVF  IGHflUR  lU 

HAMOI,      SL/IIkCE   STaTEO   THAT   HE   HAP   SPOKEU   ftlTH  SUHkCE 
FkEOUtMTLV   rtHlLt   bHTH  OF    THt^*'  PESineo    Ii\   C»UMAWAN   AND  HEI 
LING   CHA""  CAVHS.      Sul'KCt   STaTEO   ThAT   hE   StFWEU   10  PtCALL 
HAVIWU   UTbCuSSFU   U.S.   PaS  V'ITh    .iJA^C    blM    CLAIMED   THAT  Ht 
COKLH   NjT   Pt^f'E'-'tlFH   ANT   DETAILS   UF    ThF    CO^-'VEkS  AT  lOwS , 
SOUkCE   kFcALLL')  Thai  had   lOLO   HIM  THAT   HE   HAD  RfcPURT-  BT 


A***********************        i»(:CT   0(*  ilF  OS 
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RtlllTIivF  7TH-.  Klli.TtiK  A?9n3  1^30906 

\^o^^'=»^7  .lu^'  -  — 

FM   JCrtC   LIAJSO'''  r«A*ii,KUK  TH 

Tu     o^^  ^.A5HiMbTo^>  nc//oc-2// 

INFO   CDu    jr.Kr    RA»^r»Ef<S   PT  HI 

uSCTrjCpAC   HllwnLllLU  H 1 // J3  /  J  ^6  /  J  ?  /  / 
CU  .vAbHUC//Or>ll/tA/VCL// 

ScCTT.iN  03  OF   05  LlATSnu  bAfxGMlK   TH  329o3 

ClTt:  i^bP    HiN  Hb. 

SUPJ:      MfiiMP  KOVG  .^'FFI'GFtS  PEPu'-'TIwr,  I.  JV/t.  sIoHI  TimRS  OF 

EO   SHmF    T  i'jFu^>i»T  TijM   CO^CFi'NIMG   THd   LY   MA^•   Dt   A^tA    To  A 
VIFTK-A^tSt  f'-AN  «M.J  v'.AS  ^OkKIMG   I^'  ThE  CA^••P  Ar«U  THAT  SOUkCE 
WAS    T*\iT,vni)«lcFu    M">  TnF   ^^AW  t»  Y    y<Hv>c         Sflui^CF   STAIEO    THAT  TriF 
MAN    ASKt'>   HIV.   TO   pRoVint    A   S*<tTCH   Op    IH£    LY    N'A^   Dt  APtA, 
•.•.'!:TCt'  •'^;'!'-r,:   LiTi.i  Pr?jV  1  nt .     S^uPCF   CLAl^'tO   TnflT   hF  CJULn  ■ 
MuT   PtCALL   AMtOi^F   NmUcH        ///k-yAt  aT   ThF  CONCLUSION 

OK    IHt    l-'IFra/ifkv,    RLI'»i^C£   bTftTEO   TnA  I    nE   KuULf'  V'uLUUfFtP 
TO   SllfS'^lT    Tu   A   POlYoPaPH  t  X  A'^  1  t'A  T  I  Oi.  . 

C,     bn;.>'L<=    '/.S  FxA.  TwFu  t^Y   Pl.l  yr-K/'KK  (i  ,  t,  Jii\,F  P^. 
PKIO"    To   I'li    .lifM'    S.."*r%rc    CLAT..FU   TO   h^^Vl   ^OjT|U»IaI  T".- 
Fu".-MT.j''    luff    Hi-    Hafi   fjT    PKFvKlMbl  V    .ifLAl^i;.  5(10»'CE 
CLAl^^tf'   TntI    «F   Hm")   HtAi«n  »   pftvl-    S./  LP  I  n/X^C 

TMaT    II. S,    PTLr>rS    HAH   «E''AIK'ED    1      VlFTfA*^'    AijH  tft.Pt 
RKTi-.G   i/SFL'   aS    l.»;SrPUCTr..,?   AT    A'v   Al^'FIELO    (•NFT)    T  n  TtACH 
VlFI  NAf^tSt    PTL^il  S   RtRAWuIfM'^   ^ISSTLF   AVOmA^  CF  TACITCS. 
SOI'l<Ce  A*."!  i.ril   blUF  Cu^•CFkM^•b  THt  TlK.FF»<A»'t   b'lT  ASbUhEu 
Thai       /y/W^        r-iAS  KEf EfVPirJC*  in  a  pepioo  aFie^  rnt  aak, 

SOl'KCh  CI.ATf.F,:»  in  have  .^^n  FuPIHEP  TuFuI^^A  tTU-V-  CuMCFkNIN'G 
PO<»/'-'lA.  SuI'kCE  .has  It-niALl-Y  FRIRHTEMtr.  PUT  StFwEu  HI 
GaTK  cn^JPIOtr-'CF  P«T0«  to  THt  EXAM.  Su"r<CE  KFvFALtf?  THAI 
HIS  FATuFrt  KAL  FAL»  t»«'  T:>.'TU  DToFAVtifx'  l«HE.<i  HF  I'AS  BLAKEu  FOR 
TmF  n£AIH  OF  iHc  C^^ILl^  i»F  t  StWlHiv  ^  OFFICIAL  K.^OaN  TO 
HIM  A5  AjflrtMKi  .  SoHmFc  STATEO  thai  nib  f^AIHtf?  HAl)  PkO- 
VIOEO  ►'tnirAl!    1  t<F aT '.F.^jT   fop  N'uf--ef>L.'iS  high  PA^r^Il4G  CaOkF 

ACTin.j  i»r-?c*j  (l,M) 
Info      c.icS(*j  iMlL'S(#)  J«c*)  J5(*)  jsuac*)  bECOtF:(*) 

bFcnr.F(*j  usiip(#«'>  Abn:PAC*i  iJbnH:uSAA(*)  immjcc*) 
aT-^1*)   AT-1on(*)   uUlf*)   nt-2f«^   nl5-^^•)  l)r-cJPl*) 

r."'Pc<*)  ^t^'^c^<*^  nh-i«n3(«i  nuc*)  uc-<>a?(*) 

4       »  H- 


MCM=**'j1  ^>'^/0,^7«7        Ti'^s^blh^/OSIb?        TAr>  =  8b1o^/tbn27  CUSN=0IAl7« 
*****«****«******««•••«•        pAtoF    01  — 
*  •        l?u8b«Z  JtJK  65 
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ntPAPT»'F.*l  I'F  ntFk''.>F 
JCS  i  FbSARr.  CFuTt^ 


WHILF    *i>Sir.i.Fi.   T»»  WJ«H11AL   "1^"  HAiwuT.      SUUKCt  STAlEH 

Thai     W|>v^^      waO  ra"l«ACTFU  a  VFuEhEaL  M^cASP  FrtOr,  A 
MINOR   WlFt   aMJCM  hF   PASoEU  UN   TO  HTi>  (••.AJOk   „.T|kF   PfcSuLI  Ii<«6 
IH  IHE  UFaTh  of   TnE  CHIlO,     SO«'KCfc   bTMTtn  TnAT   hI5  FATHtP 
MAS  BlAmFu  ^OK  THc   UFaTh  aMO  LATE*'  uFCIUFU  10  '^xjVi  fO 

SAT60i\.    sniiPCF  *ls.j  wfvEALtn  Thai  hF  had  Pi^evtuholt  had 

PHOt»Lfc"^S   aIIM  M1«;  FATMFi<   HFCAUSt   SOuPCF   HAI>   TAK£N  A  CA^'EPA 
j  FHO^.   IHt   tFf»TrtAL  FTL^*  OUCuMtNTAWY  FACinJ<T   FuP  PfePSOi^AL  USE 
TN  MAKl.cR  fuWlFJ)   oF   icEDOTNKi)   AMi>   THaT   Ht   «<AU   Al.SO  WORw  THE 
UrtlFOKM  UK   A  mIGm  PaK'^TwR  PAVi;  QFUCFH  uH  5£VtPAL  OCCASIOiMS 
lU  UWwFK    HI  S,.>'".:ir;i.F   RuOuS.      SiiU'^ffc   ,^AS  LAlF?<   HOlVUPaPHFu  , 
AJmO  nWAMAl  TCALI.  Y    I'^OICAIEU  OFCFPTin-;  on  HOTh  jllfeSTTONS 
CONCFKWlMb   riTS   Ml- ASSAY    IWFPKMATinu  FPOM  fj  (^Yt^t         AimO  HIS 

OftM   ALLtr.tn  OctStf/ V*  I  ION  Of-    1WU  0.5.   Pw.^.      SiMlKCfc  ALSO 
iNDICATtn  OtCtPlIoN  CDfCFiiNING  MiS  I'JTeNTini,,  TO  PbWPOSELY 
PknvIuF   FA«^TCAIFO   lMFOK««ATlt1.vi.     bUrSKJuFiiT  Tu  THt  EXAM,  -  . 

SUI'rcCfe    hFC«fiF    Vc«Jy    k'^UTim^AL    AWU   KAINTAJN'cf*   TnAT    1  Ht 
MaCHTivF    vaS   T  vfiJi^HFCT   A.-'f)  TriAl    hF  Ka?  TELLlf<»;  ThF   TrtUlH.  ^ 
SOHkCc   l-'ufCATFu   fHAT  He  nOuLli  f^Ol   hE  Ao-cFAPlF  To  A>JT 
FUPTM^»'  ro'-l  ACT    -iTrf    |  Mt    U'TFKVlEftP.- . 

1.  $«nr'c«-  rtAS  K^i'nCkVlFnFi;  IW  HUItJkIwI; 

CAMH,    -If    Tt!'***!'!.  Tc"'*    mO  .i;  Ki,»»b  i.i-  7   Ji.Vr.  o?. 

PMrvTl.'i;>  oTi.»>Y   .-.TIM  Su»  c   V  a;«  I  AT  10;»S .     I.,   IhiS  ScSblU'i 
SOMWCt   CIATmFu   TmaT  Ht   bA.*  oVtP  ?0  U.S.   P.iS   ALL  .'<tArtlWG 
•  Kviv    itr?    f.A»-'ui'Fi.  A^t  t-A(lr,iiES  VICk    lO-lP  Hv»5  ..€aPI'»G 
CAMoUHAT.h    fA|T»,lltS   AMH   Hmig   pPlSlC*   T»Pt   liM lFu<fisS .  SOURCE 
CHAi^atO   ThF    Ti"t   hF   HJS   SIGMTlK'b  (-"U''    1977    TO  SuMfcTlKt 
OlJWl'^ir,  LA  IK    197cl  FAULY    197V,      i)l!U«'CF    AOOtO   Ii4  THIS 

VE»SIO'«  Thai   mP  ACCOM^'AnIEO  AT   IHfe   I  Trtf  OF  hlS  SIGHTING 

By  AHoTnF;t  T«urK  i)»*ivtP  k-jOam  to  ril  »  as 

APPkOx  5"  YoA  FKO,^  nAi  LtlliJWbr  «r»0  i-aS  AL-^O  ASilijNtP  TU 
SUIMCt'3  0"IT  (ii'-i  XE  ?6»  I»uAw  xE  ?,  Xl  rJtoHlF.r*  VAjV  lAl 
HAA;(,  hOA  ?,   C'C   vAi*   lAJ   OUUr-'G  oO,   hO  i'-lKii  IHuHfc). 

StiMkCt   LAaT    Sa''    .>i9t««.t   6Hu«.Tl  »    aFTFK   THt   .Sli.HIIijR   AwU  010  NfiT 
KnOrt  Hib  ^P^.Sk^'T  ..hepe AuOuTS . 

h.      o»»I.J''CF    AUf»tn   TmAI    hE    ALSU  had  liFiiifi)  aRu"!  U.b. 
PmS  FkOu  HTb  M*lt=-«"»L  I'.^CLF        fJftrKi.  APP»*Ox  3f»-3»7 

YllA,    POi,    |Mi>"    Ai.    .:Y    frt),    XA    OA?    ThAsT,    (V),  aKVFiv  (0), 

MA  SOr-  rtli       r**!,    ^^^K^•tP    1  f'TKU>PCT  fc  &   Tr  A  r'«i|.  A 1  Tis*"-   PUOivS  Ar<0 
AwTiClFs  rOh   IMt    .iTilTSTnY  dh   tl»».Til«f  k )  .     SoHkCE  bTATtO  ThAT 
HIS  I'lfL*'  "MiOjiC,,  c^ATHkPir'f,  «F..?i   A«T]CLF»«»  F'iuM  TuF   VIE  IMAM 
*  .    .     wT  f*MM  Ji,   IHl''  ri':«tF».   VTeT   I'A?  )    AT  TriF 

»a;a   Ti,  of    FaTU.  Ill   l-r.,-   ihc   PFuPlF'S  Ai.-^y   uFr.SHAI'Ft.  (MAP 

••ir.n=R^.1»,^/n^7a7        To».=«'jl#>^/f»S1h7        TAi)SPbJ(,^/t^»0^7  Cl)Sl«sUJ[Al78 
*•*«*••••«*•••••••*••••*       HAbF   02  ~ 

»••*•*•**••••••**•   >FCT  03  uF  Ob 
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OUA'^  uni  HAMj.      bHilf^Ct   HtAwn   Siif-tTlI  t   l.l«klNa  1V7V 

WhILF   l»A,Iivnr<G  oF£R     1 T  n  TriAT   bOwF   ftne«TCAi<S  fcc"t 

Btli^n  HlI  I)  A'!i)    THAT    >.Vf.^e  mAO  MF.aRU  THt   ll  f  OKVATin,*  F^uM 
SOME   UF   HIS  FKTfc^o*;    Cu/.n.      SCjIJKCt   OIU   UOT   mEAR   AijOuT  HuW 
MANr    AMtRlCANs  0"   i^HEwF   ThFY   r.FHF  BfciNf;   HtLl>.  !>nu»CE 
RECALLFij  HFARING  FRoM  V/Vne    TMaT  ThF  AWEHCA.'aS  haO  BtEW 
MOVEH  HoT   niOiv'l    HFaR   Td  »vHAT  LUrATKUj. 

C.      AI.TH0II6H   SilUkCe   HAD  PRtVI^liSLY   AGREEj   VO   A  POI.Y- 
R«APH   FhAk,    me    :>TATtO   THAT    HF    MaP   CHAr.r.EH   HIS   hlUj   AWU  NOrJ 
W(JUL!>   KtiT   TAKt  U'-'t   oFCAuSE   riF    rAS   4H>AIu    1  Ht   hF.bt'LTS  i.rXoLti  BT 


•  **••••••••••*•••••••••*        t'A^jF    Oi  05- 

•  •  JUN  «S 

•  iFcT  03  lif  Ob 
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fH  JCkC  liaison  flAWUKOK  TH 

TO      OTA  nASHlNtiTO'M  DC//nC-8// 

lAiFU  Cr>i«  JCkC  RAffBFrtS  PT  Hi 

u9CTmCPAC  Mn:<nLULi»  HI//J3/J?fc/J2// 

CIA  *ASHuc//onij/6:A/vcL// 

StCMuN  0«»  OF   ns  LlAlSOw  iiAhAKOA   TH  3a9u3 
cite:  375«  Ju"  Mb. 

SUPJ:     rtHxi;  KO^'o  HFft%f€.H  »tPU»TTNG  ».1V£  »1bHTTr«6S  OF 

NOT  P£   ACCIInATF.     SuIImCE  Af^OEU   IHaT  HE  At.KFAnV  HAU  tNUUftH 
STI*tS»  CAOSfeH  i>v  LIFE   T.<  IHt  CArtP. 

II.     5»\iftC*   CLAl»«fcf>  Th*T   Ht  «10  MoT  KMOrt  ANtOnE  CALcEU  ^ 
VAtwt  PUT   nif>  PtCALL   A  MA.i  CALLtO  (HE 

"OMLMn*?  «TCALL   S^o.,ArtF,   rtl'l   nnsSlBLt  -V^-^H*  l^HO 

MAO  Pt51l»fc«»   liv  riFI   lTuR  THA},.      SOijPC*   Hlfi  W^T  P'tCAlL 
OISCIKSfJ^'U  b.S.  t^lTrt  bf'uUCP    Sr«TFl>    IHAT   Hfe  Ull> 

«»l:«e /rfA^t      /VAi^  "^mIlF  Ik  Chp  a'A-^'  AvH  Thai  /i/>«^£' 
»aS   T«r   5oKjrcT   n|:  mSCl'bSIO,,      n^l  '   TitP    CA^tf".  SOu^CE 

niAlFn    IMaT    ACCi.-l»T;:*J   T.|  COM^M.l'>•  9ijVv,c»    fj.  tAh^, 
HAI»  Pk^vI^Fo    I'JF''  <*  aT  jn.j  cnhrt**!'* TnF   ^tl  ATiVtS  OF  SOME 
AfiFRJCA*s  w.in  -c'St  ttFir.G  liFLP  P«Tsn..F^  jM  viFTNAr*.  SuHhCE 
ncCALf'-'t/  i^-"«T     A'AMC***'^  «tF.\:  ^nKKi\u       an  A«reA  n^  chiha««an 

CALLFf  IHc  -GkFE"  MullSF"  AKA  "ThF  TwAlLfe«f"  AN'U  TMaT  Ht  HAI) 
PEFw   lAKF.^i  bin   oF  TrtF  Ca:<H  T^  wo«*K  iw  ThF  AmEhTCAi*  COnSuL* 

*te.    su"KCt  sTATtn  thai  aftfk  /i/AMt  pRovinto  his  l^Foom- 

ATTO'«  COWtFrfkJlNb   THt   Al'tPICA^S   IM  ViETNA*'   Mg   i^AS  GfVEW 
MoNfcV,   y.FOlCT.«F,   CL;jTriF;»»   AhO  A  CA{«SETTe  HLATtf-'.  SOUkCk 
STAIFl)   IHAT    »FTt*»  PKnvTiTwfi   HIS   TnFijRhA  T  lu^      f/kfA^  Vf^S 
ALLOl^'tn  Tu  itFSFlTLF    Tu  AUSTi^ALlA.     SOuPtF  ^ECALLFu  hAVlMK 
MrT  CoOvP.         vTtT.^A.^  SOj^irilHE  0H«»1Mi,   iQft?  mmF^  bOuPcE  Xf^T 
TO  SA  IPlF   ni-  PHiJ  nA*v<:  HnT   ST^CFT.      .SOliPcF   »fcCALLEJ  THAT 
/VAmv  Oin  ».uT  RAf':^!  c  OFIFm  hFc*uSL  hF  hah  vaqy  cUTlF 
MONfeV.     SoHrtCcClAl-^Fl)  ThaT  HE  UlU  ^01   uTSC«lSo  til  it  ALLEGE^ 

ACTiOi^  ur-?i*) 

INFU       CJi;««(*J   J'^l*)  Jai*)  JS(«)   JSUA(«)  ;>EcntF:(*) 

5Ft«>tFi»)  u*5i)Pl**)  Asn:PAr*)  i»b»)*':ii«AA(«)  NMiC(*) 

AT-?(*)    AT-1yO(*>    U1U(«)    rs^-at*)  nb-2B(*J 

iin-pcf*!  "i-erif^)  Oh-aOif*)  niAi«)  uc-OA^i*) 


MC»:=»-j1n^/n^7oS       Tti«fs*blb^/fl'*1S7       TA0=Bb1b?/lbni7  rosNsojAien 

*•*«•«•*«••««««•••***«**         HAbF  01 

*  •       I?w»«b«2  JllN  85  
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SlGrtT|^G  UF  p«»>   »,I1M  BUT   THAT   riF   HAh  TaLKFO 

A»OilT    A  iFkTC'N**   f«cTM«?  HhUi    IM  VIFI^AM  *XTii  uThFk  KFFU<*EtS 
WHTlF      V4|Ke    KAS   NtArfftY.      SOURCE   STATFI»   IHAT.Ht    rtAU  KE:>IriED 
IN   THt   5A!.:F   BUlLOlWi,  «ITH     A^Wg"   IN  CHIMA-^AN  CAMp. 

0.     snuPCF  STAfFO  THAT  HE  KNt«  OF  U^LY  ONF  CAUCASIAN 
WHO  PtSintP    Tl4  M4.^01,    Put   he  COuLO  nD]   rtfCALL  HIS  NaKE. 
-&a«Hrt  JjTATtfi  Thai   the  MACJ  was  FRENCH  Awn  A  furk.ek  soloier 
OF    THt   KRt^'CH   AKwy   hHO  kEmAINEO   In   VIETNA?"    fO  HUPK    IN  A 
HANOI    AuTu   rtFPMP   SriOP   AFTEK   THE   OFfAkTliPfc   tjF  Fr<F.^Cri 
FOPQPS.      bOul^C^   STATFu   THaT   TmF   FkF>mCH  rUN   /.Ab  bTlLL 
RESlOlNfi   !»'  HAfJOl   niJRlNii  LATE   19«8.     sriuOCF  RlCaI.LEu  IHaT 
ThF  MAf>'  maO   a   Su'J  CmI.LFU   "MlCrtPLLt"   WhP  «lOn»;  WiTfi  APHRuX 
16-17   niMtP   HALF    CAiICaSIAnS   HaO   CLl!.8tP  OVEk   THt   WALL  OF 
THE   FkFiMCri   cn.jSoLAP   StCTIuN   lU  HAiMni   bnrtFII*-,^   AkOoNQ    1977,  - 
SuHkCt*  Wi-!n  PtSinen  witmIic  ThE  FPEnCH  f,..pa56Y  compound  AT 
TUP   Tl^'t,    »»tCALLFu    THaT   ThF   RkOuP   OEMaNUFO   ASSISTANCE  FQP 
PES£TTLt"t^M    IN  FKAr.rt    ri"T   rtFkF    TUf'i.iFu   A"aY   RY  FPtNCH 
OhFK  i;kLS.      SiJiUrt  rCFCfiLLED  THAI   A  FF^  i-'O^TriS   AhTtrt  ThF  ^ 
TNCI^t^T    THt   (jPOMK  f.FNT   1\J  THt   liFfltF  OF    JHt  u'^HCk  bU|  THAT 
O.^LY    ""IChFlLc"   r.LT.-.;<dn   TnF   FfcWCF    A  <f»   F.^TtficO   TnF  CO^iPOUNO 
AND   ThAl    THt   f^F.i^  IMjFk"   jF   TuF   GkO^P   BtCA'-t   F&ir.nTtNtn  AhO 
PA-vi   A^^Y.      ;,nu?Cr    SIATF.l    TMAT   MlCnFi.l.c      » AR.vFsTtO  FOP 
F-vTF»^J'..,    T^^r-    C"  A:N,n    saS    I  mPk  T  Sn.;F I  ►=    Hu«    Lo   F  Ok  10 

►•••U'l  I H;-,.      .S(^o«n'.'^    Auntn   T,iAF    hF    MIMSFl  F   ^-A'^   rttPfv  l^'HPlSuh-ED 
Ii\  f\nk   lO  F;;P    TAf>  "'jMHS   OMKlr^G    yiHi    IHtLu    iHtPt  FPk 
SIFAI  If^h  SHtFl*^  OF  PLATt  FPL)''  HIS   Tk.HCK)   oUI    THAT  HE 

HTM  M,.T  ^..Y   a-.f<ICANS  Ok  t'lkASlANS  mElO  TuFkE.  (SOUP'cE 

PkOvIjFi,  a   b^tTC^t  OF   LlltVFO  DETAIL  »«hlC«  '*ILL  ciF  FuP- 
WAPOFi;  SFpAKAfFLY.") 

5.  C0M..|F,JTS:      ALTHOUGH  NONE   ijF    THF   PtFU^EF^  IN 

PARAS   ?,    6,    *\0   1   ^Lil'LP   «L>KIT   Th*!    THtY   HAVE   COmSPIkEU  IN 
FAPwlCArTi.fi   Ti\»Fu».-!Al  Iu^'  CONCFkNiN(;  pn»,/|..u,    THFkF   Is  A 
STRONL-  HO.SSiaiLlTY    THAT    AT   lEAST   S^hF   CUlLU;iIi!'j  HAS 
OCCUPkFu.      I'*^'   TMF   CaSc   IJF  X'*'"*  riF   Hf   HIS  U<iU 

At>MlSbI'jN'  Pl.StO   As   A   HIGH  OA\'M,,(;   OfFirKR    In  uPUEk  TO 

SMllGf;LF,    AMlCrt    If  JlCAlFb   IhaT    Hh    IS   NOT   Otl.i  UlSHUKtSl 
BUT    AlSiI   sjOlO.      Tv   this   SfcSSlOV     A<>Ai      CLAlMFO    iHAT   Ht  OIO 

NOT  K.\n,.  x"'^^  1,01  l^•  Hi"^  ?7  >',tnr,n  an  iNTtRvItw 

HE  An-IlTcO  Thai  if  HuFr.    ^^"^^   nno  v.Ab  rnt  FT^Sl  OF  TmF 

GKOJP   Tu  tLAT*«   A   LTVF   SIGHTING  OF   U.S.    Pv'S.      ALL   FOUR  OF 

THF  PtFufieFS   aHii  hAvF   CLAP^tO  L  I  V'fc    SlbHTl^J'^b  HAvF  »-'tSinEn 

IN   THc    bA.  r   CA'^r'S    A.jn    I.\   TMc   CA3F   OF  IN  -  - 

TmF  SA».'t   ftOu^.      *.Lt    0^    mtSE  KEFUGFtS  ''.'t»-*t   AT  LhAbT 

' •  "      '•    H,.T.Ti-n    T  \i    vTFT.mA.^   AWl.    in    TiiF    r.ASc    uF  /^Aj^ 
A.>,i'  l.if-r    AVr.    ^»K'uPa«LY   NuT    HtTiG   Tt."|»iFML   I  ^  Tnia 

MCM  =  ^-,1nT/ni;7ti«.        ToC  =  '*5T6^/0S197        T  A:^  =  «b  I  O^/ 1  60  i7  CUSN^OIAlSO 
•  PAGE   02  ~" 
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RERAPO   SINCE    IHtV   "tSlOtn  1  Ht   SAMF   AkFA   fPIflK  Hi 

FSCAPP'G  Thp   SaMc   bOAT.  FURTHEPwOKF, 

ANO'Wt*    ALL   xOkXEH   Ab    iPnCK   0«<lVfeWb   IN   TMF   HA»-UT  AKEA. 
THF  FACl    THAT       i^Ayie  .        iJKTZ       '^C^^Lt    wtPfe   ALL  HRtSiiNI 
IN   IHc   C*K.P   WHEW   ttllf^fMS   CUNCEKNING       f^^*^^  ...  . 

SPFCIAL  TkFATMFwT   A.„n  »£S£TTLE»'ENT   TO  AUSTRALIA  WERE  BEING 
CIRCULAIFO  AFTEk  riF  PkOVIUEO  PPW/hlA   IMFOWMATIOh  MAY  HAVE 
FNCOIlKAGFu   IHEM  Tij  F*dPlCAT£   THtlK   STUPIFb   IN  nKDtP  TU 
CALL  ATTFuTinij   10  ThElP  CASES  SIK'CF  ThEY  hAvE  BEEN  IN- 
CARCF»<AlFi)   JM  CL"SFu  PPlSnM-LIKE  CAf-Pb  FOK  uVfcP  T»>0  YEAKS 
«*ITri  lIITlP  XO^t  FOk  KFSFTTLEMEUT. 


TAU  =  MS1h</1^jn37  CuSNsOlAieO 
*«*««***        HAbP    Oi  UF  0^- 
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FM  JCfcC  lIAlSlil^  WArGKUK  Til 

TO       UlA  r.AjjHiVGTuV  nc//nc-2// 

iwFu  cnw  jCKf  pa«>dEks  pi  mi 

USCTUCPAC   HOl^nLULU  HI//J3/J5b/J?// 
CIA  AASHUC//OOn/tA/VCL// 

SeCTTUV  05  OF  05  LlAlSOU  ijANGKOR  Th  32903 

cite:  3X58  J^l^?  «5. 

SU«j:     Hn,.r,  KU'^'G  .<FHlbFtR  PtPlJPTIwK  LlVt  SIGHTIwGb  UF 
ALL  SUIIUK'  »'uTt  IhaT  SU9J  hSG   IS  OhLY  4  SECTIOmS  LONG 

This  is  to  tL»*  tnuip  ums  fwd.  tks  kuch  pt 


ACTIO*.   Ur-?l«)  (I,M) 
IwFO       C.IL«5(*)    J^l*)   .\TUS(*)   J0(*J   jS(ft|   JS.|A(*)  sECntF:(») 
SFcr»l:Fl*)    ij^uP(**>    «b'>:PA(*)    Ub'^ProSAA  (♦)  N»'IC(«) 
AT-^i*)  Ml-li>n{*)  oiiift)  nh-2(«1   nb-2f«)  Oii-2Rl*) 
jM-?Cf*)    f^ri-riCif*)    n«-<ir>if»)    01A(«J  UC-4A3C*) 
♦  S*FP 


^'L^Js?  Sl6»/027o7        Tl«t'  =  «3lt,3/n9|97        TAI>=R51  b?/1 5037  rilSN=0lA|79 
*•«*•**•*««***«**••**••*        fAuF   01   uF  Ol~* 

•  •      i?on5<iz  Jii^  05 
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V  .  V 


-iLJ   L  J^'j-  /c-u^cu         cI—j  ^Jh^  >^  ^ 


/^^^.  /^'ri     uw.^  fcl^ 
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OIReCTORATC  rOR  INTeLLICEHCe 
ANALYSIS  DIVIStOM 


ANA.LYSIS  MEMORANDUM 


TO 

FROM 


SlfF-03-53286-^2 
DATEt  8  March  1982 


SUBJECT  ,    Bac  Mai  Airfield  Escape 

1.  teFERENCf/teOUIREMENTi 

PAR  00389F2,  dated  3  March  1982 

2.  TARGCT  MrORMAnON* 

20-59-24N/105-50-12E 


COUNTRVi 
VN 


a.e.  No< 

0616-08407 


tUp/Omrt  R«l: 
USAMS  Series  L909 
Ha  Noi  City  Map 


TMCat. 

80101/7S900 


Available  frcm 


analyst  upon  request. 


4.  couathaii 


ANALVSIS/COMMKNTIl 


NOTCt  fefMMfiM  —mmtmmd  tm  *U  It  4bH^4  ptfaMrllr  hum  hilwyralstiMi  •( 


a.  This  report  satisfies  the  reference  requirea 

b.  of  Bac  Hal  Airfield  is  enclosed 


snt. 


1  and  2). 


c.  The  following  is  a  box  score  of  UH-1  aircraft  present  at  the  Ha  Noi/Bac  Mai 
Airfield: 


Date 

17  Sep  81 
16  Aug  81 
21  Nov  80 
19  Nov  80 
9  Nov  80 
16  Feb  79 


Total 

1 

0 
12 
11 

9 

0 


Operational 

1 
0 
10 
9 
7 
0 


Static  Display 

0 
* 

1 
1 
1 
0 


Derelict 

0 
• 

1 
1 
1 
0 


Covered 


d.  A  consultation  with  air  order  of  battle  analysts  indicates  that  there  are 
no  W'l  helicopters  penunently  based  at  Bac  Mai  but  that  they  oerely  transit 
that  facility. 


Oarhrjlin  Ct ' 

■ethwM  8  MAKCH  2002 

MNfrMTCSSS5l2S/7t/1 


OIA  FORM  Sn  (2-74) 
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e.  While  the  presence  or  absence  of  Intentional,  surreptitious  breaches  In 
perlaeter  security  cannot  be  determined.    There  are  openings  In  the  fence  at 
this  facility,  some  readily  Identifiable  as  gates,  others,  merely  openings  In 
the  fence  Mhlch  show  signs  of  recent  or  continuous  use.   These  are  annotated  on 


I  6.  Product  Quality  Feedback  Request:         In  order  to  provide  you  with  more  timely, 
accurate,  and  complete  reports  Me  encourage  your  critical-  review  of  this  report. 
Please  pass  any  connents  you  feel  necessary. 

7.  -ANALYST:  • 
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1S09-. 

July  5,  1982  . 


REPORT  OR  THE  AMERICAN  PO«S  IR  VTETNAM 
Gentleaeii: 
My  naM  is  S(L  / 

My  bus  route  vnnt  tram  Hanoi  to  Saigon  and  Tice  versa.    I  arrived 
in  the  USA  on       S>5>  as  residing  at  the  above  address 

I  would  like  to  report  to  you  what  I  have  seen 

I  was  a  bus  driver  on  the  Saigon-Hanoi  route  for  over  four  years. 
I  used  to  transport  on  the  top  of  sy  bus  Berchandises  of  all  kinds 
for  Cosmunist  hi^  officials,  ^ee  of  charge.    They  therefore  intro- 
duced Be  to  each  others;  the  ranking  COowunist  officials  looked  for 
■y  bus  to  transport    merchandises  for  then.    Those  were  iteas  they 
stole  fros  the  South  after  they  conquered  the  South.. 

The  hi^  officials  who  transporte'd  the  nerchandises  on  sy  bus 
used  to  eat  diner  with  se  during  our  night  stop  at  comaunication 
checkpoints.    They  ate  their  rice  aixed  with  shorghua  up  to  70% 
shorghuB,    while  I  ate  ay  rice  unaixed.    uuring  dinerciae,  I  used 
to  ask  thea  about  the  military  feats  or  our  armies,  ot  our  nation. 
All  of  thea  lecture  me  nonstop  on  those  accomplishmencs*.  oome 
saaples  of  what  they  said:**  we  have  a  military  genius  named  Vo  Dai 
Thang.    «hen  the  ooviet  union  provided  us  with  mxssiles  to  shoot  ennevy'E 
a^yZs,  our  military  genius  decided  that  those  missiles  could  not  reach 
the  planes,  he  therefore  added  gunpowder,  the  result  was  that  many 
ennemy  planes  were  downed  ,  that  has  caused  the  American  imperialists 
to  flee  Vietnam^  ** 

the  end  of  ueceaber  197tt,  I  transported  merchandises  for  a 
Communist  Colonel,    shen  he  first  saw  me,  he  introduced  himself 
as  the  '*I^ison  Chief",  I  did  not  quite  know  what'prison  chlex* 
meant,    ne  has  been  introduced  to  ae  by  uen.  Dao  :>on  fay,  who  was 
the  Corps.  7  commander.  I  have  transported  merchandises  lor  the 
general  earlier.  I  asked  to  see  the  letter  or  introduction  and 
saw  that  his  name  was  aguySn  Canh,  a  prison  commander.    I  agreed 
to  transport  the  merchandises  ror'  him  rrom  Saigon  to  Ranoi.  The 
trip  took  six  days,  and  as  usual  he  and  l  ate  our  diner  together 
at  coamunication  checkposts. 

When  our  vehicxe  arrivea  at  the  Kim  Lien    bus  depot  in  Hamoi, 
Canh,  like  the  other  high  ranking  officials  before  him,  asked  me 
to  take  the  merchandises  to  his  home.  V^ehicles  for  transportation 
were  very  scarce  in  N.  Vietnam,  so  he  told  me,  please  comrade,  help 
me  bring  thse  items  to  my  home,  i  will  not  leave  you  without  a  compensa- 
tion.. 

I  was  very  reluctant,  because  the  roads  were  very  Bad.  In  realitjr 
I  did  not  want  to  go,  bui.  he  pleaded  with  me  several  times.    The  next 
morning,  l  was  thinking  about  unloading  his  stuff  in  the  bus  depot. 
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but  I  knew  they  would  be  stolen,  and  lots  of  troubles  would  happen 
to  me;  I  therefore  had  no  choice  but  t.o  transport  the  merchandises 
to  his  home  to  avoid  troubles » 

After  we  arrived  in  his  place,  ray  two  aides  helped  unload 
the  merchandiseti;  we  Iook  a  oath  and  we  ate  diner  in  his  home,. 
After  diner,  the  I^ison  Commander  iold  one  of  his  guards,  go  and 
get  for  me  a  fiS  Ddi  uniform  and  a  pair  of (Bo  Chi  Minh)sandals,  and 
a  Bo  Doi  hat.    He  told  me  to  change  into  these  outfits,    that  he 
wo\ild  take  me  to  a  tour  of  his  prison  camp.    During  the  tour,  I  saw< 
that  the  prisoners  were  Americans,  they  looked  at  me  coldly,  they 
thought  I  was  a  Bo  D8i,  and  were  apprehensive  not  knowing  what  I 
was  up  to»    I  looked  at  them,  they  were  lu  a  sorry  state,  very 
thin  and  pale,,  their  clothes  were  in  a  faded  brown  color,  they  ate 
part  rice  part  shorghum,.  the  kind  previously  used  to  feed  hogs. 
The  prison  compounds  were  covered  with  elephant  grass,  the  walls 
were  made  with  dirt  mixed  with  grass,  earthen  floor.  ~Beds  we2>e  made 
with  bamboo.    She  prison  camp  was  located  in  a  thick  jungle  area, 
quite  large »  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  military  camps,  the  armies 
of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam,. 

After  the  pz*ison  tour,  we  returned  to  the  home  or  the  camp  commander j 
I  told,  one  or  my  bus  aide  to  go  lo  the  bus  to  cake    some  dried  squids 
and  some  liqaor,  I  wanted  to  drink  the  whole  night  with  the  Chief,  I 
told  him,  so  that  I  would  bid  farewell  tomorrow  to  return  home. 

After  a  number  of  driiucs,  I  asked  him  why  did  our  goverument  keep 
those  people  for'/    Since  the  war  has  trulj  ended,  and  the  uS  impe- 
rialists.  have  withdrawn  from  Vietnam,  vhy  would  our  government  let 
those  men  go  home  too,  so  that    our  Party  and  our  State  would  not 
have  the  burden  of  keeping  them  and  guarding  them  • 

After  my  question,  the  Camp  commander  gave  me  the  following  expla- 
nation: Tou  see.  Our  Party  and  our  State  are  not  stupid,  we  have  spent 
a  large  amount  oi  money  to  leed  and  guard  those  men,  we  want  to  use 
them  to  bargain  ana  sei,  a  price  for  their  release  with  the  Cr'.S,  impe- 
rialists.   The  reason  we  need  «.o  keep  those./flying  bandits-  (meaning 

pilots^)  is  because  these  bandits  have  killed  many  of  our  comrades. 

Our  people,  our  Party,  and  our  state  will  maxe  the  claims,  in  order 

that  our  children  Kill  enjoy  those.  " 

I  asked:  Thus,  how  many  of  those  headmen,  how  man^  of  those 
"flying- bandits"  are  our  Party  and  our  State  keeping  i    His  answer 
was:  About  300  of  them,  the  headmen  and  flying  bandits.  We  keep  them 
here-   (That  was  in  Son  La,  formerly  tiac  ^on  province,  currently 
the  proTiiiCe  is  named  Cao-i§feie-'Lang,  they  (the  Communists)  lumped 
3  provinces  into  one),  and  we  keep  them  m  nho  Quau,  in  former  ninh  BLnii- 
province,  which  is  today's       Mam  «iim  province 

-    it  was  late,  I  went  to  bed,  to  retur.i  to  nanoi  me  next  morning, 
bringing  other  comrades  to  oaigoh. 
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Z  have  presented  In  detail  tahat  I  know  on  the  eubject,    I  did  it  followlB 
my  conscience*    I  affl  still  rery  afraid  of  Conuaunist  retaliation  against 
my  feolly,  ay  wife  and  children  are  etlll  In  Vietnam.    Please  keep 
this  confidential  to  inrotect  my  vlfe  and  chlldren»  because »  as  yon 
know,  ishon  thoy  retaliate,  they  icctroy  uulU  tlie  lost  person.  Also 
please  keep  confidential  to  protest  3c,  ay  perm>nal  cafety  Is  at  stake* 

Z  aa  sending  you  ny  cvoctlnifs  and  ny  best  wlnhes  that  yon  will  soon 
be  Able  to  liberate  your  compatriots* 

Sincerely 
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KIiKORA.S!>yK  FOR: 


.1 


DIRI:CTQIl,  VTUTNAM.j  UaS;  AND  CAAinOUI  Av""^'^-^-^^ 
BUREAU  OF  HAST  ASIATANW^PACI  !•  ICf^AFl^lllS  ^iTfm?:^: 

DEPUTY  COORD I NATOR  R5R.  PR I SONER  OH . WAR 

AND  MISSING  IN  ACTION.MATTEUS:^  ^^ivl^-;"  1^ 
DEPART^!HNT  OF  STATE    .  vv  irv-:  -  "  V; 


ai  I  liV ,  FRI SONER  ■  OH  WAR/Ml.S.^  ING     I N  ACT  I  ON  BRANC 
RESOURCES  AND  INSTAUJVTUINS  III  VISION 
DlRECTORATr:  HOR  LNTHI.l.ICENCH  (RESFJVRaj  CENTEK) 


PRINCIPAL  ADVISOR  FOR  PIf:S0NEK  (iH  KAR  AND 

MISSINC  IN  ACTION  AFFAIRS 
(INTERNATIONAL  SECURITY  AFFAIRS) 
OFFICr.  OV  THE  SHCRETAKr  OF  DEFENSE 


DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  0PF:RATI0NS 


SUBJECT 


ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION. ON  U.S.  PRISONEHS  OF 
WAR  RUPOKTl-ni.Y  UEU)  IN  NORTH  .V.I ETNAM  AND 
REPORTED  SOCIALIST  REPUIU.IC  OH  VIETNAM  POI.Ii.Y 
ON  INF0R.V.AT10N  RECARDINC  U.S.  VF.RSONNEL 
KILLED  IN  ACTION 


.f     ATTACIinO  AS  OF  POSSinLE  TyTKREST  TO  YOU  IS  A  REPORT 
OBTAINED  IN  EARLY  JUNl;  1979  FKOM  ? 

r  WE  ARE  GIVING  THIS  REPORT  NO  FURTHER  lUSSEMINATH  X. 

1"  -         -  ^ 


1.   (HliADQUARTERS  COJ^iENT 


A.LTH0UQ4  THE  INliORMATlON  IN- 
ALL  FOLLOWING  PARAGR.\P!IS  IS  FRAGMKNTARY  AND  SCCONU-IIAND,  HH  ARl; 
REPORTING  IT  BnC\USI-:  OF  THE  nP.GRni:  OF  INTIiRKST  IN  Tllli  SUBJHCT  OF 
U.S.  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  CPOVfS). 


IN'  i97b 

i  ABOUT  230  U.S.   POVf'S  WHO  KERK  BEING  IIUUI)  AT  RAT  BAT 


IN.  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  CSRV)  IIA  SON  BiNII  PROVINCE. 
(HEADQUAR-^ERS  COMMENT:     THIS  LOCATION  WAS  PREVIOUSLY  MISTAKENLY 
IbENTIFlF^)  AS  BAT  BAC.  THE  NUMBER  OF  U.S.   POW'S  REPORTED  HERE 
APPE.^Rsf  EXA(^GEK.VrF.D  . 


i 
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4.  IN  AVdpMVERSATlON  HELD  SOMCTI.MP.  IN  1978,  C0L{)NI:L 

SAID  THAT  UNNAMED  PSS  COLLniVGUES  HAD  TOU)  IILM  TIIAT  AS  OF  AUGUST 
1977  THERE  WpRrfriLL  U.S,  POWS  HELD  IN  NORTH  VIETNAM.  HOWEVER, 
FHESE  jCOLLEAGUES  GAVn         NO  DETAILS. 

5.  - 

.  SRV'.RECDUG\T10N  CAMV  IN  FORMER  YEN  BAl   (NOW  PART  01- 

5RY  HOANC  LIK.M  SON)  PROVINCE,   IN  MID- 1S7R' ONE  AMERICAN  WAS  AT 

IHIS  CAMP  WHO  HAD  FOP-MEF.LY  P.EEN  A  POW.     THIS  AMERICAN,  WHO  HAD 

MARRIED  A  VIETNAMESE  WOMi\N,  WORKED  AS  PART,  OP  TIHi  CAMP  tj\BOR 

FORCE  AND  IIAD  GREATER  FREEDOM  TliAN  nU;  FORMER  SOUTH  VIirrNAMF.Sli 
% 

M)VERNMUNT  OFFICIALS  HELD  AT  nilS  CAMP.     HE  WAS  NO  LONGER  TREiVTED 
IS  A  POW  AlL  HE  APPEARED  TO  BE  COOPERATING  FRliELY  KITH  TIH:  SRV 
MTTHORITIBS.     (SOURCE  COMMENT:     WHF.P.H-R  THIS  AMERICAN  WAS  ACTUALLY 
fB£E  TO  LE^VU  THE  SRV  OR  WHETHER  HE  WAS  SIMPLY  ALLOWED  MORE  FREE- 
DOM IS  UNKNOWN.) 
6. 

fl 

TtiAT  AS  OF  1978  iNO  MORE  U.S.  POWS  WERE  BEING  HELD 

THF.  sW.     THH  .SRV  rAT,TrtlX!-iliKT  WAS  W  (TIlHOLniNG  INFORMATION  ON 

BURIAL  SJTHS  OF  THOSE  U.S.  PERSONNHL  KILLED  IN  ACTION  FOR  USE 

i        ;  ._ 
LATER  AS  A  ftARGAINING  CHip.WlT't  THH  U.S.  G0Vr;X:'::.:5-..\-T. 
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CENTTSAi.  IND-LUGErJCE  AGENCY 
WAomncyrcn    o.c.  Z0303 


I 

MIIMORANnuM  FOR: 

niHHCTOIl,  VTP.TNAM,   LAOS  AND  CAMIUIOIA 
milUIAU  OP  KAST  ASIA  AND  I'MtHMi:  AIM^AIRS 
DI-l'AimiliNT  OF  STATU 

I 

"  nnruTY  coo^niNArnsi  i-oii  n;ir»)M.u  oi-  war 

AND  MISS  INC   IN  ACTION  MATriiilS 
—  PHPARTMnNT  OF  STATU 

f 

cniiii'.  iMULiCNT.u  or  i-:A::/:!5.s.si,\r.    in  AtniuN  bua 
unsoimciifj  /..sn  iJ>rvrM.!.ATnv;:;  imvisiow 
niuiiino:;;*:!.  roi:  i;;ri:i.i.n:i:.\-i:i:  (ni:.si:A»i:ii  t:i:HTJ-H 

i 

PRINCIPAI.  ADVISOR   l-OIJ   IMdSHNIMl  (»P  KAU  AND 

MISSIKC   IN  ACTION  All-AIKj: 
(  INTHRNATIONAI.  Sl-CURI  TY  AI-I-AIUS) 
Ol-l-lCi;  01-  nil-  SHCRUTARY  OF  UIIFI-NSH 

I- ROM      .  : 

IJKFUTY  Dir.LCTOH  FOR  OPiiRAT  in.NS 

siin.ip.CT  :    AnniTTO  JAL  riiroR:?ATTON  on  u.s.  i»ki son-fus  of 

WAR  RF.P:»:ai:DLr  111:1.1)    IM  MOUTH  V  lli  I N  AM  AM) 
RHFORTi:!)  55CCIALIST  RFIPUHLIC  (IF  VIF.TNAM  I'Ot.ttrf 

ON  infoi;::atig:i  RcC/M:!M?in  u.s.  iMni.soNNiii. 

I  KII.I.KI)  !M  ACTION   

NO  HARD  COPY  FOLLOWS  ^ 

ATTACIIPF)  Af.  OF  POSSiniP  TNTFRFnT  TO  YOlf   \\\  ,\  RFPORT  "* 
OHTAlNi:!)   IN  FAULY  JUMP.  1!)7'.)  FROM   


cc::  D/.'.IAC 

NIAC/OPA 


ATTACllV.n.iT: 

RHI'.iKT  AS  STAT!:D 
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;UB.TnCT;     ADDITTONAl.  INim'IA'TI  Off '.ON  PR1S0MI:R.S  OF  KAU 

mPORTEULY  nni.D  TN  north  VU'.TNi\M  ANU  RMPORTlil)  SOr.lAI.lST  COVURN- 
lENT  OF  VIHTNAM  POLICY  ON  INFORM/tTION  REGARDING  U.S.  Pr:R.SONNI;L 
CiLLfiO  IN  ACTION.  ' 


Imhnt  spf.cial  opkrat 

^  IvT  I-TNAM  SdMF-T  IMO  PR 


2.   IN  MID- 1976  TWO  MRMBI-RS  OF  PORMF.R  SOUTH  VlhTNAMKSU  GOVURN- 
RATIONS  TEAMS  WHO  MAD  BI-I'.M  [NSiniTHII  IMTO  KORTll 
lOR  TO  THU  UN'D  OF  Tlli:  WAR  ItJ  APR  1 1.  I!l7r.  AND 
RHTIIRNHD  TO  .-.OUTII  VlliTMAM  IN  1976  SAID  THAT  MARLY  TN  THAT  YUAR 
TIH-Y  HAD  SHKN  ABOUT  230  U.S.  POW'S  WHO  WERu  BEING  HLLD  AT. BAT  BAT 
IN  SOCIALIST  RF.PUBLIC  OF  VIETMA/1  (SRV)  HA  SON  BrNII  PROV I  NCI; . 
(HEADQUARTERf.  COMMEiWT:     THI.S  LOCATION  WAS  PREVIOUSLY  MISTAKENLY 
IDE|{tIFIED  as  BAT  BAG.  THE  UlRIBER  OF  U.S.  POW'S  REPOKTEU  HERE 
APPF.AUS  RXAGGERATED  ALTHnuCl!  THE  SAME  FIGUKl-  WA::  u:;i.:i  iiv  A  V  IET- 
NAHESi:  IKK.TOr.  * 

5,   A  .SON  OF  AN  SRV  PUBLIC  SECURITY  SERVICE*  (PSS)  OFEICIAL 
MMEO^ZT..   .^^\W  IN  MID- 197?.  THAT,  WHILE  IIU  ; Tlli:  .SOU) 
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WA.5  IMPRrSONnu  AT  nAT  BAT  IN  PHBRUARY  1070  POU  IIAVINU  HAD  AN  * 
ILLICIT.  LOVl;  AI-FAIR  AS  A  .STIIDHN T  IN  mSCOW,  III.  MAD  SI;UN  U.S. 
POWS  TIIHRl;.      •  , 

4.  IN  A  CONVERSATION  IIF.LD  SCMETIME  IN  l'J73  ".1.'"  ^ 
SAID  THAT  lINNAMF.n  PSS  COLLEAGUES  IL\D  TOLD  11 IM  THAT  AS  Ul-  AUUUST 
1977.TlinRI:  HHRH  STILL  U.S.  POW»S  HELD  Ui  KORTH  YlUTHA>t.  IKWHYKR, 
THESE  COLLEACHRS  CAVH  PHO  NO  DETAILS. 

5.  ACCORDING  TO  A  "  •   ^  WHO  HAD  BEEN  . 

HELD  IN  AN  SRV  Rni:niI(.ATION  CAMP  IN  FORMER  YEN  BAl   (NOW  PART  OH 

^  yf         '  — 

SRV  HOANC  LIEN  SON)  PROVINCE,  IN  MID- 1978  ONE  AMEUlCAJi  WAS  AT 

THIS  CAMP  WHO  HAD  POICUIULY  ftUEN  A  PCW.     THIS  AMEKUJVN,  WHO  HAD 

MARRIED  A  VIETNAMESE  V/OrUN,  WORKED  AS  PART  01-  IIH;  G\MP  UBOR 

FORCE  AND  HAD  GREATER  FREEDOM  THAN  THE  HORMI-U  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  *' 

CAWRRNMENT  OFFICIALS  HF.LD  AT  THIS  CA.MP.    HE  WAS  NO  LONGER  TREATED 

AS  A  POif  AND  HP.  APPEAUnu  TO  BE  COOrERATlNC  FREELY  MI  HI  THE  SRV  - 

!.v!YHORITll;S^.      (SOURCE  COMMI-NT:     WUETIIIiU  THIS  AMERICAN  WAS  AtmiALLY 

FREE  TO  LEAVE.  THE  SRV  OK  WHETHER  HE  WAS  SIMPLY  ALLOWED  MORE  FREE- 

DOM  SINCE  HIS  WIFE  COULD  BE  HELD  AS  A  HOSTAGE  IS  UNKNOWN.) 

6.  ACCORDING  TO   .   UNNAfUiD  RELATIVES 

HAD  TOLD  HIM  THAT  AS  OF  1978  NO  MORE  U.S.   POWS  hl-UE  BEING  HELD 

IN  Tiy:  SRV.     THE  SRV  GOVERNMENT  WAS  WITHHOLDING   INIDRMATION  ON 
illKIAL  SITES  OF  THOSE  U.S.   PERSONNEL  KILLED  JN  ACTION  FOR  IISI: 
^TER  AS  A  Il/<RGAINING  CHIP  WITH  Till-  U.S.  C.OVERNMIl.Tr.  (HEADQUARTERS 
OMMF.NT:     THE  ACCESS  OF  THE  SOURCE'S  REUTIVr.S  TC^   IHLS  INFORMATION 
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CENTRAL  INTELXJGENCE  AGENCY 

WAStltNCrON.  O.C.  2099« 


MEM0RA»5iDUM  FOR: 


I  I  Ml 


OIKBCTOR,  VIRTNAM^  LAOS  AND  CAMUOIHA  ft 
BURUAU  or  HAST  ASIA  ANU  PACIl-IC  AI-l^MRS 
DEPART74ENT  OF  STATE 


 iDErUTY  COORDINATOR  FOR  PKISONHU  OF  WAR    C  > 

—    ANU  MISSING  IN  ACTION  MATH-RS  *  ^ 
•   -  nEPAR-WENT  OF  STATE 

aiTUF.  PRISONER  OF  WAR/MISSINC.  IN  ACTION  BUA.NCil 
RUSOllUr.liS  AND  INSTALLATIONS  DIVISION  j 


DIRECTORATI:  FOR  INTELLIGENCE  (RESEARCH  CENTl-R) 

J 

6 


.SN  •  -/ 

PRINCIPAL  ADVISOR  FOR  PRISONER  UF  WAR  AND 

MISSING  IN  ACTION  AFFAIRS  ' 
(IKTHR-NATIONAL  SFXUUITY  AFFAIRS) 
OFFICE  OF  THE  SLCUl.TAKY  OF  DEFENSE 


FROM 


DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  OPERATIONS 


SUBJECT  :     U.S.  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  REPORTEDLY  HELD  IN  - 

NORTH  VIETNAM  IN  1977  ' 


.NO  HARD  COPY  FOLLOWS 

 -    ATTACIIEII  AS  OF  POSSIBLE  INTERF.SV  TO  YOU  IS  A  REPORT 

/J     OBTAINED  IN  EARLY  JUNE  107*1  l-ROM 


-    CC:  D/NFAi: 

NF AC/OP A 

ATTACHMENT : 

REPORT  AS  STATED 
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-yUZJtCT:     l/.S.  I'Kl.su,VI:Ki»  01*  hAK  RHrORTnULV  lllil.D  IN  NUMTII  VIETNAM 
IN  1977  ' 


2.     JN  l-UUR'JARY  1977,  TWO  SilKVIVlHC.  MWlHERSi  CI   A  HnVEN-^lAN 
SPECIAL  I-OKC  US  TrA>!   INSItK  ri.M   INTO  NCRril  VIHTNAM  IN  J    / 1  ^  KhTOUNliU 
TO  JIO  Oil  Wl Nil  (IKMJ  CITY.     ?^:    A  l-.OHVUH.SATION  KITII  Till-  SDIWrH, 
THEY  TOLI)  IIIM  TIIAT  TIIEY  IIAU  UiARNUD  THAT  230  U.S.  HILUTS  WURI; 
BEING  MtU)  JN  A  PRnON  AT  BAT  BAG,  SON*  TAY  {HOh  )IA  SON  BINII) 
PROVTNCn.   100  KiLUMI-TERS  IRUM  ILVNOI.     ALL  TIIL  I'RISONi-.RS  WURK 
SUFFERING  FROM  MAIiillTRITION  .  ^. 

/  '    3-    w  LATi  ^>.Hi!;»v%f:v  ii-rr,  niu  son  iir  .\  men  mankimu  north 

VIETNA*»:S?:  SliRVINV,  IN  HUM  CITY  .STATU)  THAT   IN  lUBHUARY 

l^7it,  WUlln  Rnr.AJniNC  a  I-UNCI-  AROUNU  a  I'KISOS  AUOUV  »ou  kilomuti.ks 

t 

VRQH  HANOI,  H£  {{AO  SI:i:H  SLVKllAL  A'-UIRICAN  P«j  l  .SUHP.R.S  i)!-  WAR  (I*CKJ 
INSJDH  THII  rRl5<)\  COMFCU/.V'J .     AL.'.  Al'I'KARLU  W  BU  CXTiliLMULY  THiN- 
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~  '■  i:    IN  MiD-i!)77./,  men  iii\nking  s«v  imiwi.ic  sucuui ty -inFrccR 

JH  nCH  CITY  SAin,   fN  -CONVHRSATION  KITH  ACCNT  HUN  BY 

TIIE  RESISTANCE  CROUP,  lilAT  THH  SRV  OOVl-RNKHNT  WAS  STI  I.L  HOC.UINC; 
A  LAROK  .NII>IBI:K  Ol*  U.S.  pU.OTS  IN  A  PRISON  (lUTSIIII;  U|-  IIANOI. 

5.  !N  iWTnni  K  l«7:,  A  !;;mTH  V U: TNAMl-Hi.  iluCTOU  VISITINC  IU3yt 

CITY  WAS  OY|:ii!;i:\;:;)  rr,  s\v  v.!  A  r.uc/.ii'  that  m-  was  puoviiunc 

MliDIC\L  TUHATMKNT  l-OU  ir.S.  I'lLOTS  IN  A  nilSnN  AllOUT  HIU  KILOMIITHR: 
FROM  fl'ANiU.     Ill;  RliminR  STATI-n  THAI  ORICINALLY  Tlir.RI:  IIAI)  BHHM 

250  PRiwiujir;  nuT  n  iui^dild  i-rom  uj.ni.ss.  and  tiu-  uuMAiNiNn 

PRISONHRS  Khtt!:  ALL  ilUPrllUINi:  MA'.MtJ l  it  ITIO.N . 

6.  ( 

iAIl)  TIIAT  INITIALLY  TUH  INiOW4ATION  SUPPLIHD  BY  Tills  TWO 

MEMBERS  OF  TIIU  SPIXIAL  FORCKS  TF.AM        l'.»77  WAS  TIII-ATr.J)  WITH 

CONSIDERAIII.n  Si:i:TT/C*£SM.     NOWIA'UR.   l:i  VIHW  OF  TIlU  SUIlSliQUUNT 

COtl^TERAI.  CAlNcl),  IIU  BI:C\MI:  SATISFIHO  P!:R.SqMAl.l.Y  TIIAT  TllKRF.  MAY 

By  SOME  SlIBSTANCl:  TO  TIIE  VARIOUS  RHPOIiTS.     llOWUVtU,  WmiOUT 

RIILIKC  OUT  TIIL  riJSSiBILJTY  "HIAT  THKRE  MAY  01:  SOME  U.S.  WIW  STILI. 

BEING  linUI  IN  V'lUTNAM,  THE  HUMHHP.S  PROVIHF.H  BY  HIM  SUIIM  UNDULY 

HIGH.) 
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DOCUMENTS  REMOVED 
METHODS 


5Q1 


5GA7  NUMBER  34 

M'iTt^W  LDCmTED  23 
;,:.iTRY  REPORTED  U. 
TWr'E  Z'l  ciH7 1 NG  4-6 
■  .r  ~  3 1 GHT I  NG  42 

hCTIGNS  31 

S'JRPENT  ACT 
REMARKS  36 
OmTE  RECEIVED  ^ 


IJNKNOInN 

us     STATE /CITY  13 
LA 

PDW-F/h 

SON  LA         11  21L5:50N 


CDWrIDEWTIfiL3TY3 

CONTACTED  32: 
CATEGDRV- 

.2  L045'?00E 


32070o  LEAGij  MEETING  vi/ult 
83051  &  ri3-E2  3NTV  I  POLV 


EVAL  PENDS  xREC  CAT  9; 
EVLREQ  UNKH-i.lS  SDN  LA  7812 


320706 


DATE  Or-   INFO  35 


ACT  DATE  38:    0518  O  83 


ADDRESS  25 


CAPTIVITY 
AWALYST  J 


•:-.RiG3W  CXUiE  17:  A 
?>GLYGRAPH  CATEGORY  53: 


POLYGRAPH  RESULTS  24: 


S305/0SI/US/DJ 
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04/20/8;? 
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NAME  3 
AKA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10: 
TYPE  S3I5HTING  46  : 
LST  SIGHTING     A2  : 


J5LHSS0URCES 
ACT  TONS  5i 


27 


ruirrRENT  act  45  • 

REM^lRKS  36 

DATE  RECEIVED  8: 


Source 


UNKNOWN 

US    STATE/C:(TY  15 
VN 

POW-F/IH 

SON  LA         LI-  2L2000N 


ID  41  2 

CL1NF3  DENT1  ALl  TV-ST 

CORRELATION  32: 

CATEOHIRY: 

K.tAiX.'OOE 


L3«;'9 
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820706  LEAGU  MEETING  W/DIA 
TENTATIVE  FAf4^3 CATION 
EVLREQ  IJNK^IUS  SON  LA  7812 
820706  DATE  OF  INTO  35 


ACT  DATE  38:   0325  0  83 


ADDRESS  25: 


ANALYST  L3: 
•812 


ORIGIN  CODE  17: 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS) 


$527009 
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S27009 


11/30/82 
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AKA  16 
BOAT  NUiBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10 
TYf»E  SIGHTING  46 
1ST  SIGHTING  42 


SUeSOURCES 
ACTIONS  SL 
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CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


UNKNOWN 

US    STATE/CITY  15  : 
VN 

POW-F/H 

SON  LA         LL  2J.2000N 


ID  «  2 

CONFl  OENTl  ALI  TY:?./- 

CORRELATION  32' 
CATEGORY 

12  1040000E 


1309 


820706  LEAGU  MEETING  U/DIA 
NEW  REPORT-- CONUS  INTV  REQ 
FOLREQ  UNK«US  SON  LA  7812 
820706  DATE  OF  INFO  35 


ACT  DATE  38:   0712  0  82 


ADDRESS  25: 


ANALYST  L3: 
7812 


lA 


Ak) 


ORIGIN  CODE  17: 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS) 


0.  O 
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08/04/82 
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mte.  3 

AKA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10: 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46  : 
1ST  SIGHTING     42  : 


SUBSOURCES 
ACTIONS  51 


27 


CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


UNKNOWN 

IJS^  STATE/CITY  15 

POH^F/H^ 
SON  LA    '  LI 


ID  «  2 
CONFI DENTI  ALl  TY37: 
32: 

EGORY: 
L2 


1309 


CORRELATION 
CATEGORY: 


820706  LEAGU  MEETING  W/DIA 
iigW-REPORT-^rCCT^^ 
FOLREQTJNI^ 
820706  DATE  OF  INFO  35 


ACT  DATE  38:    0712  0  82 


ADDRESS  25: 


ANALYST  13: 
7812 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  A 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS) 


0.  0 
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BOAT  NUMBER 
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CNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10. 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46  : 
1ST  SIGHTING     42  : 


SUGSOURCES 
ACTIONS  51 


27 


CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


Source 

UNKNOWN 

STATE/CITY  15 


ID  «  2 

CONFI DENTI ALI TY37: 
32: 

EGORY: 
12 
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CORRELATION 
CATEGORY: 


820706  LEAGU  MEETING  W/DIA 
FOLREQ^!^^[^^ 


ANALYST  13. 


620706 


DATE  OF  INFO     35  7612 


ACT  DATE  38:    0712  O  82 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  A 
DISTANCE  FROM 


ADDRESS  25: 


(KMS) 


0.  0 


506 


07/li/82* 
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NAME  3 
AKA  16 
BOAT  NUMBER 


34 


CNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10: 
TYPE  S30HT3NO  46  : 
LST  SIGHTING    42  : 


SU8S0URCES 
ACTIONS  51 


27 


CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED 


£>Ov;rct 


us  STATE/CITY  15 
VN 

POW-F/H 

SON  LA  LL 


ID  «  2  - 
CONFl DENTl ALl TY37 : 
CORRELATION  32: 

5^ 


1309 


lA 


L2 


»iJ»J/W»  LEAGU  MEETING  U/DIA 
NEW  REPORT— CONUS  INTV  REQ 
FOLREQ  I.INK«US  SON  LA  7812 
820706  DATE  OF  INFO 


ANALYST  13:  ^ 
35  7812 


ACT  DATE  39:   0712  O  82 


iIlDRESS  25: 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  A 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMr:i) 


O.  O 


S27009 
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.  4  m  i??o 

MEMO  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJ:   Conversation  vith  _Sc^ 

KEF:     Tel econ  of  7  April  1980  between  5^. 

(0IA/0I-7C),  subject:    Vietnamese  Refugee  '  j-c 

1.  .  ..  SC.     called  In  response  to  DI-7C's  letter  In  which  Mr. 
Hi':  MS  provided  a  picture  of.  4/^£         id  infomation  from 
}^.nAmft  debriefing  which  pertained  to  Nr.  J'cii,  confinement  in 
North  Vietnam  in  early  1973.   Mr.  5c.  sUted  that  neither  he  nor 
his  friend  Mr.   4/^€  D  jqt 

t>  jq   T  A         '  :ould  Identify  Mr.  j/ 

from  memory  by  name  or  photograph.   Mr.  X  j  had  been  at  Son  Tay 
for  several  months  prior  to  Mr.  it's  arrival  and  could  not 
remember  anyone  arriving  at  that  camp  one  day  prior  to  Mr.  S'c  as 
Mr.  it     claims  he  did.  stated  that  while  he  was  at  Son  Tay 

tie  was  Isolated  under  guard  in  the  center  of  the  camp  but  managed 
to  talk  to  some  of  the  ARVN  prisoners.   However,  he  could  not 
Twabvr  talking  to  anyone  resembling  J"^     stated  that 

his  friend    /i/      knew  almost  all  of  the  ARVN  Marine  Corp  officers 
captured  in  South  Vietnam  but  did  not  know  ar\yone  by  the  name  of 

2.  .  .  The  information  provided  by  regarding  the  camp  at 
Son  t^y,  the  ca^)  commander,  and  the  political  officer  were 
accurate  according  to   /"^^  .   Additionally,  the^nformation  con- 
cerning the  Incremental  release  described  5y  .  is  accurate. 

stated  that  the  inforaation  regarding  the  detention  of  other 
ARVN  PWs  who  were  not  released  is  probably  accurate;  as  ARVN  PWs 
captured  in  southern  Laos  are  still  detained  in  North  Vietnam,  today. 

3.  The  infomation  regarding  the  detention  of  30  US  PWs  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  Son  Tay  as  reported  by    ^      is  according  to 
"j-c      Inaccurate,  stated  that  the  ARVN  PWs  at  Son  Tay 
had  freedom  of  movement  in  and  out  of  the  camp.   They  were  allowed 
to  «Mrk  outside  of  the  camp  in  the  fields.   None  of  the  ARVN  PWs 
ever  reported  seeing  30  PWs  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Son  Tay  camp 
where            and      ^,     were  held. 

4.  *  stated  he  was  happy  to  assist  us  and  that  we  could 
call  on  him  anytime. 


Analyst 

0I-7C 
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•ICS  MftMM  CEMTKR 

rtw  iumDWLAoii32  17B0909 


PRIORITY 

¥  270800Z  JIM  83 

M  AFOSI  01  ST  k2  CLARK  At  ftf/ZCCK// 

TO     01 A  MASHINCTON  DC//DC-2//  HQ  AFOSI  tOLLINC  AFB  OC//IVSP// 

INFO  IfSDAO  tANQKOR  TII//JCRC-INO//        COH  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  Ml 
CINCMC  HONOLULU  Hl//J2//J%//Jt&// 


SUBJt    POLYBRATH  OF  VICTNAMESE  RCFU6CCS  ^  ^ 

REFs    01 A  MSG  1S2S2SZ  JUN  8l,  SAfIC  SUIJECT. 

1.  (15(2)  VAS  EXAMINED  ON  21  JUN  83  BY 

A/     .    IN  THE  OPINION  OF  THE  EXAniNER.  NO  DECEPTION  WAS 
INDICATED  TO  THE  RELEVANT  QUESTIONS.    RELEVANT  QUESTIONS  WERE  AS  • 
FOLLOWS:       ^  . 

-  OUR  INC  1978.  010  YOU  SEE  CAUCASI/An  PRISONERS  IN  HANOI? 
ANSt  YES 

-  DURING  1982.  DID  YOU  SEE  CAUCASlAl  PRISONERS  NEAR  LE  VAN  LINK 
CAflPT   ANS:    YES  " 

-  DID  QUOC  TELL  YOU  THE  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  YOU  SAW  IN  1978  WERE 
AHERICANT    ANS:    YES  ^ 

-  DURING  1982.  DID  YOU  SEE  CAUCASIA  PRISONERS  NEAR  LE  VAN  LINH~ 
 ItHINGT    ANS:  YES 


TION 


3.  THE  POLYBRAHS  6ENERATED  DURING  THE  FIRST  EXAHINATION 

(PARA  1  ABOVE)  WERE  SUBSEQUENTLY  REVIEWED  BY  /9  V 

AFOSI  DIST  42/DOD  POLYGRAPH  EXAfllNER.  WHO  CONCURED  WITH  THE  **N0 
DECEPTION  INOICATCD'*  OPINION.    THE  POLYGRAMS  AND  ALL  RELATED 
DOCUHENTS  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  TO  HQ  AFOSI/IVSP  ON  28  JUN  83  FOR  A 
PRIORITY  QUALITY  CONTROL  REVIEW. 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U,7.F) 
INFO  J3(6)  NIOSd)  J3:NnCC(1)  Jk{k)  J5(2) 

SEC0EF:(1)  SECDEF(9)  USDP(15)  AS0:PA(1)  NniC(1) 


0S(1)  SWSO)  DC-4A(1)  AT-X(l)  010(1)  DE(1)  OB-2  (1) 
DB-2B(I)  DB-2C(1)  0D-liD3(1)  DB-5D3(1)  DIA(1) 
DB-SO(I) 
•fSAFE 

HCN*«3tT«/01««4  TOII-UtT»/09«9Z 


60-642  -  93  -  17 
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ROUTINE 

R  2<i0908Z  JUN  83 
ft\  USOLO  HONC  KONC  HK 
TO     01 A  VASH0C//DC-2// 
INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


M£&&*et  CENTER  ^    .  .  - 

2Y0W  RUnjNC  1229  I75092J. 
USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 


CITE:  15^6 

SUBJ:    VIETNAnESE  REFUGEE  LOCATION  REQUESTS  (U) 

REF:A.OIA  OC-2  162326Z  JUN  83 

-  B.DIA  DC-2  312)<i3Z  ItAY  83 

-  CD  I A  OC-2  0913522  JUN.  83 

VN  REFUGEES         SO  flflBH^BV  AS 

REQUESTED  IN  REF  (A)  WERE  LOCATED  aND  hkbl  AvAIlIBLe  FOR 
JCRC  LNO.       2rC<Z-C  ON  21  AND  23  JUNE  RESPECTFULLY.  REPORTS 
TO  FOLLOW  BY  JCRC  LND  AND  AFOSI. 


2.     .      lAV  REF  (A),  TOTAL  COSTS  INCURRED  TO  INTERVIEW  DAO 
WERE  HK  DLRS  397.30/US  OLRS  ^6,0k.    RATE  OF^ EXCHANGE  USED 
ON  21  JUN  83  WAS  6.99HK  TO  1.00  US.         kl  A  t 
ERED  THE  EXPENSES  FROft  PERSONAL  FUNDS. 


COV- 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (U.6.7.F) 

INFO      CJCS(M   J3(6)  NIDS(l)    J3:NMCC(1)   J«.  (!•)   J5  (2)  ^ 
SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF  (9)  USDP(15)  ASD:PA(1)  N«IC(1) 

os(i)  swsd)  Dc-ud)  AT(o  AT-x(i)  oiod)  oe(i) 

0B-2(1)  0B-2B(1)  0B-2C(1)  DB-liCl  (1)  DB-I.D3  (1) 
DB-503(1)  0IA(1)  DB-6D(1) 
•t^SAFE 

KCM-831TS/01C06       TM«t3175/09S«Z       T&0-a3-.7S/O9SS2  C0SW>KIA3l9 

,    .  1  or  1 

••^  2«090S2  JJN  S3 
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VI|/llttMiacilJIJIOllCMI«IEII  ^  ME;  /fAg^^^^ 

mWiSL  IMKR(S):  3 
fOLOEft  REVIEW 

— Establish  loglcti  ©rder  »^ 

— Clarify  Mn-stlf  evident  notes 

— ^-Qieck  with  analyst  regarding  aiof  alsslng  data 

—follow-up  required 

Additional  collection  required: 
NUNINT    SIGINT      IHINT  POLYGRAPH 

Additional  production  required: 

Analysis      Production      Coiputer  Support 

-—Concur  with  c      usions  (T^^y^)  no 

COMCNTS: 


TEAMHE»ER:  r\l 

SUBSEQUENT  PW/KI^^    fFICE  AaiON:  OWE:  

YES  NO  M/A 

Contact  with  sources 
Polygraph 

Collection  tasked  (HUHINT    SIGINT  IHINT) 
Production/Analysis  coopleted 
No  action  taken 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


U-n588/DI-E2  /■?  »^J';4 

PW/MIA  Daily  Report  'l'^^.  *  • 

13  09-- 

Toi  DR 

The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PH/MIA  activities: 

-  Interview  of  Vietnamese  Refugee  in  Maryland 

•  A  former  ARVN  major,       sc  ,  claims  that  while  in  a 
reeducation  camp  in  Yen  Bat,  North  Vietnam  in  1976  and  1977  he 
met  with  and  spoke  to  an  American  prisoner  of  war.  .  According 
to           who  currently  resides  ir         *>t>  _  the 
American  prisoner  claimed  to  be  a  B-52  gunner  shot  down  in 
1972.  -  - 

•  A  DI-E2  interprieter/analyst  will  interview  >C     at  Andrews  AFB 
on  29  and  30  July.    Polygraph  examinations  of  sc    will  be 
accomplished  by  OSI  personnel. 

-  Interview  of  Vietnamese  Refugee  in  <,\> 

•  A  Vietnamese  refugee,       £»C  ,  who  resides  ir  st) 

reportedly  observed  a  large  number  of  American  prisoners 
in  northern  Vietnam  in  December  1978. 


•  sr   who  immigrated  to  the  U.S.  in  February  1980,  claims  that  while 
employed  as  a  bus. driver  transporting  merchandise  from  Saigon  to 
Hanoi  he  delivered  goods  for  North  Vietnamese  Colonel  Nguyen  Canh 

to  a  prison  camp  which  Canh  conmanded.    Canh  reportedly  showed 
around  the  camp  which  was  located  in  western  North  Vietnam.  ■s>C 
observed  a  large  number  of  American  prisoners  and  upon  inquiry  was 
told  that  the  SRV  held  a  total  of  300  Americans  at  Son  La  and  Ha  Nam 
Ninh  in  North  Vietnam. 

•  A  North  Vietnamese  reeducation  camp  system  is  known  to  be  in  the  area 
reported  by  S<L  and  we  have  had  several  reports  of  American  prisoners 
at  Son  La  but  none  have  been  substantiated.    Additionally  we  have 
good  informatiwi  on  the  main  prison  at  Ha  Nam  Ninh  and  feel  confident 
that  no  American  prisoners  were  being  held  at  that  location  during  the 
time  frame  reported  by  S  c 


(RCV.  I-M) 

CSA  rrMR  («« cm)  ioi-ii.« 
aeio-iu 
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•  Me  are  attempting  to  arrange  for  an  interview  with  5c    in    -sb-  during 
the  16-20  August  time  frame.    He  reportedly  is  willing  to  participate 
in  a  polygraph  examination.    Polygraph  suonort  will  be  provided  by 
local  OSI  assets. 


cc:  DD 
CS 


51^ 


Vietanmese  Refugee  in  p  Ay-A  13  0  9"- 

•  Refugee        «  r  claimed  that  in  December  1978,  he  observed  at 

least  5,000  Caucasian  prisoners  including  300  Americans  at  a  prison 
carap  in  the  northern  SRV,  near  the  Chinese  border. 


•  According  to  he  had  operated  a  bus  and  on  one  occasion  transported 
merchandise  to  this  prison  camp. 

•  ST    has  volunteered  to  participate  in  polygraph  exams. 

•  He  anticipate  that  sc^  will  be  polygraphed  in  later  thiSumonth. 
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^ITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


DC  \J  ^252/DC-2 

PH/MIA  Daily  Report 

1309-- 

DR 

The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PW/MIA  activities: 

-  Previously  Reported  Interview  of  Vietnamese  Refugee 

•  The  Daily  Report  of  24  Hay  provid^jjgggj^^^g^^e  interview  and  polygraph 
exaaination  of  Vietnamese  refugee       £,  who  alleges  to  have  seen 
at  least  5000  Caucasian  prisoners , 'including  300  Americans »  at  a  prison 
in  northern  Vietnam  near  the  Chinese  border  in  December  1978.    The  results 
of  the  polygraph  examination  Indicated  deception  on   <s>C  story. 

•  In  response  to  your  query  as  to  additional  methods  of  verifying  S 
information,  the  followdLng  information  was  compiled  to  assist  in  our 
assessment  of  his  report: 

—  ras  unable  to  provide  a  coherent  description  of  the  PW  camp 
location,  giving  a  different  location  with  each  reinterview. 

—  Beginning  In  late  1977,  the  Vietnamese  began  transferring  ARVN 
prisoners  and  civil  criminals  away  from  the  PRC  border.    At  the 
time  ol      <9C    alleged  sighting  in  December  1978,  most  if  not 
all  of  the  transfers  were  complete.    The  border  war  broke  out  In 
early  1979. 

—  DIA  has  received  hundreds  of  accurate  reports  about  prisoners  in 
North  Vietnam  after  1975.    We  have  received  no  reliable  reports 

.  of  a  prison  at  the  location  described  by    5  9- 

—  SC    gave  extensive  false  information  regarding  his  background,  some 
of  which  was  offered  to  explain  how  and  why  he  was  able  to  obtain 
access  to  the  PW  canp. 

*  At  this  point  in  the  Investigation  it  appears  that    &^      report  Is  a 
fabrication. 

-  DC-2  Representatives  Brief  League  of  Families  Board  of  Directors 

*  On  3  June  DC-2  representatives  presented  a  general  overview  of  the  PW/MIA 
situation  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  League  of  Families 

at  Andrews  Air  Force  Base. 


DD  I-IGI.ED 
CS 
CAO 

ALLAN  C.  PAULSON 
Rear  fi&.:rr!.f,  USN 

frr  Cc\-c.:o..  :.  -  ;::'ir?nt 

■■U.S.  conueatT  rkininc  orrKi:l»«l- 3tl-SJ4:72>o 
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13  09-. 


TALKING  POINTS  RE: 


s  e 


IS^UE:    Mrs.  A.M.  Griffiths'  8  5.  11  April  1983  correspondence  requesting  status 
DIA  follow-up  of    SC.       reported  observation  of  5,000  Western  (US,. 
Australian,  New  Zealanders)  prisoners  at  a  prison  camp  near  the  PRC 
border  in  December  1978.' 

DISCUSSION: 

-  DI-E2  analyst  interviewed  SC    by  telephone  on  6  August  1982.     SC.  claimed 
thathe  observed  over  5,000  caucasion  prisoners  at  a  prison  camp  near  the 
PRC  border  in  December  1978.    SC     claimed  that  he  has  a  truck  driver  who 
who  delivered  sone  goods  to  the  camp  as  a  favor  for  the  camp  commander. 
Upon  seeing  the  caucasion  prisoners  5 C_  decided  to  get  the  commander 
drunk  and  pump  him  for  information.    Once  intoxicated  the  commander 
revealed  that  300  of  the  5,000  caucasions  were  Americans.  - 

not  able  to  supply  a  coherent  description  of  the  location,  fle- 
described  the  final  camp  as  located  near  "the  town  of  Son  La  in  Bac  Son 
Province,  now  called  Cao  Bac  Lang  Province."    In  response  to  specific 
questions  intended  to  help  g  <l    recall  the  geography  of  Northern  Vietnam, 
SC    explicitly  ruled  out  the  town  of  Lang  Son  and  all  other  towns  and 
insisted  that  he  was  correct  in  his  statement  about  Son  La  town.    He  described 
the  location  of  Son  La  as  on  the  right  side  of  highway  QL-1,  traveling  north 
from  Hanoi,  and  in  Son  La  District,  Bac  Son  Province,  near  the  SRV-PRC  border. 
[Note:  Son  La  is  located  in  a  remote  mountainous  region  about  200  km  west 
of  Hanoi.    The  location  described  by  SC    closely  approximates  that  of 
Lang  Son  town,  about  150  km  NE  of  Hanoi.]    £C_  was  not  able  to  supply  any 
details  that  would  more  precisely  fix  the  Icoation  of  this  camp. 

-  ■^C    apparently  has  told  his  story  to  several  other  "resistance"  figures  who 
-.are  associated  with  the  editor  of  Trang  Den  Magazine  and  Mrs.  Anh.     Two  of 

these  persons  have  asked  a  DI-E2  analyst  to  render  an  opinion  on   s  c 

story  ! in  recent  weeks.    One  of  these  persons,  when  a  response  was  not 

forthcoming  from  our  analyst  offered  that  the  story  did  not  make  any 

sense  —  the  numbers  and  nationalities  were  unreasonably  high,  the  communists 

would  not  permit  casual  visitors  to  a  secret  prison,  and  they  would _^ot  have 

held  sensitive  prisoners  close  ta  the  PRC  border  in  December  1978. 

-  On  6  and  19  August  1982,  DI-E2  told  the  League  that  DI-E2  anticipated 
conducting  polygraph  examinations  of  <^     in  the  near  future.    At  that  time 
we  anticipated  a  need  to  send  an  analyst  to  a  location  near  to  home 
in     '5!>   .    The  need  did  not  arise,  and    ^  C      stor)'  was  less  probable  to 
supply  reliable  information  than  other  live-sighting  reports  we  were 
working  on  at  the  time. 

5^    .las  agreed    to  polygraph  exams;  and  we  may  attempt  to  administer  them 
on  a  future  trip  to  the    <pt)  area. 

-  Contrary  to  what    5^    may  have  told  the  League,  DI-E2  did  not  nake  any 
commitment  to  make  an  in-person  visit  wit^  ^  C     to  work  with  riaps. 

CONCLUSION: 

-  SC.     story  is  considered  to  be  highly  irriprobable,  but  will  receive  a 
polygraph  examination  if  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 
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Memorandum  for  Record:  6  August  1982 

SUBJECT:    Interview  Notes  re:    VN  Refugee 

Source  ID: 

Name:  «C 
DPOB: 

Address: 
Phone: 

Departed  SRV: 
Arrived  U.S. : 

Family:  S  V 


Background: 

1.  (U)  On  5  July  1982,  ^  wrote  to  the  National  League  of  Families.   In  his 
letter,  sc  asserted  that  he  had  seen  an  unspecified  number  of  U.S.  PWs  at  a 
location  that  he  described  as:   Son  La  in  Cao  Bac  Son  (formerly  Bac  Son) 
Province.  N  VN,  in  December  1978.   The  League  forwarded  the  letter  to  DIA/DI-E2 
o/a  27  July  1982,  for  follow-up  action  and  analysis. 

2.  On  6  August  1982,  Reporting  Officer  (R/0)  accomplished  a  telephone 
interview  of     5C      R/O  obtained  a  summary  of  sc     background  to  help 
assess  his  capabilities  and  reliability  as  an  observer  and  reporter:  and 
attempted  to  obtain  a  detailed  description  of  his  reported  sighting  of  U.S. 
PUs  to  help  assess  the  extent,  accuracy  and  reliability  of  his  claimed 
knowledge'  about  U.S.  PWs. 

Interview;  _ 

1.        Prior  to  1953.  according  tc  sc    he  was  a  military  officer.  He  stated 


3  ^ 


2,  (U)         stated  that  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  from  1953  until  25  December 
1955,  at  which  time  he  was  released  In  a  prisoner  of  war  exchange  that  occurred 
at  the  Hien  Luong  bridge  across  the  Ben  Hal  River  that  bisected  the 
Dorilltarized  Zone  separation  the  Democratic  Republic  of  VN  (DRV)  from  the. 
Republic  of  Vietnam  (RVN).   Following  his  release,        went  to  Saigon,  RVN 


518 


-2- 


where  he  resumed  command  of  the  .    In  1961, 

5C    claimed,  he  requested  and  was  granted  release  from  active  duty. 


6>P 


5.  (U)  Following  the  conaunist  take-over,  5c  asserted,  he  was  arrested  for 
refusing  to  register  with  the  new  authorities  and  placed  in  re-education. 


to  live. 

6.  (U)    After  escaping  from  re-education   ^     claimed,  for  fe.ooo  VH  he  was 
able  to  purchase  fro«  a  public  security  officer  personal  identity  and  work 
peniits  in  the  assimed  na«e  of        s-C  At  this  pointy  explained 
that  at  the  tiae  the  corawnists  seized  power,  he  owned  nine  transportation 
buses.    Fortuitously  the  comunists  had  confiscated  only  eight,  leaving  the 
best  bus  for   5C     use.    With  the  bus  and  new  identity  papers         acquired  a 
contract  to  transport  troops  of  the  People's  Ar«y  of  Viet  Ham  (PAVN)  between 
Ho  Chi  Ninh  (HCM)  City  and  Hanoi.   According  to  $c   he  operated  one  of  only 
15  buses  that  Mde  the  regular  HCM  City-  Hanoi  run.    s(~    pointed  out  with 
apparent  pride  that  he  had  received  a  certificate  of  codiitndation  froa  the  Party 
Central  Cwittee  for  his  excellent  Maintenance  record. 

7.  (U)    Except  for  a  peHod  of  about  4.5  aonths  durinc  the  latter  half  of  1978, 
when  he  was  transporting  PAVN  troops  of  the  Sao  Vang  (Gold  Star)  division  into 
Caitedia  nde  the. HCM  City  -  Hanoi  run  on  a  regular  schedule.  During 
these  runs  he  frequently  carried  goods  for  senior  PAVM  officers,  free  of  charge. 
As  a  result  he  becaae  well  known  aaong  the  senior  officer  corps  of  the  PAVN. 

8.  (U)    In  Decari>er  1978  a  senior  officer  of  MiliUry  Region  7.  Oao'xuan  The. 
introduced  ^    to  Colonel  (Thiftlng  ta)Nguy&  Khanh.    Colonel  Khanh  asked 

to  transport  sooe  iteas  to  ffVN.'and  ^    accepted.   As  a  favor  to  Colonel  Khanh. 
who  accoapanied  the  bus,   5c  agreed  to  take  the  goods  beyond  Hanot  to  the 
colonel's  final  destination.  -  - 

9.  (U)    ^    described  the  final  destination  as  a  POW  caap  near  "the  town  of 
Son  La  in  Bac  Son  Province,  now  called  Cao  Bac  Lang  Province.'    In  response  to 
specific  questioiK,  9c     explicitly  ruled  out  Lang  Son  orjiny.  other  town  as.  j. 
the  location  for  this  caap,and  insisted  that  the  preceding  place  naaes  are 
accurate.   He  described' the  location  as  oh  the>fght~s1de  of  QL'T.'  traveTliig 
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jiorth  fro*  Hanoi,  and  In  Son  La  District.  Bac  Son  Province,  near  the  SRV-PRC 
bordtr.   [Not*:   Son  La  Is  located  In  a  rcaote  Mountainous  region  about  200 
toi  litst  of  Hanoi.  The  location  described  by  $<    closely  approxiMted  that 
of  Lang  Son  town,  about  150  kii  NF  of  Hanoi  .J         was  not  able  to  supply 
any  details  that  Mould  aore  precisely  fix  the  location  of  this  caap. 

10.  SC      clalacd  that  upon  reaching  the  final  destination  he  discovered 
that  It  was  a  PW  ca^>  guarded  by  a  platoon  of  PAVN.  He  estlaated  that  he* 
obsenrfd  at  least  5,000  European  prisoners  (e.g.»  Australians.  Ncm  Zealanders, 
kmricMM).   He  also  discovered  that  Colonel  Khaoh  was  In  charge  of  all  prisons 
In  the  SRV.   Upon  seeing  so  nany  European  prisoners,        contrived  to  get 
Colonel  Khinh  intoxicated  that  evening  and  thenpiapcd  hla  for  Inforaatlon 
about  the  pHsoners.         clalaed  that  Khanh  told  hin  that  300  of  the  5.000 
prisoners  Mere  Mwrlcans.  The  Colonel  also  Mentioned  that  som  (NFI)  Americans 
Mtrt  being  held  soacMhere  in  Ha  Hm  Ninh  Province,  s  c    was  not  able  to 
supply  aiQf  InfbnMtlon  concerning  the  Identity  of  any  Individual  Aaerlcan  PW. 

11.  At  this  point  «c    urged  the  U.S.  govenwent  to  strive  to  recover  the 
U.S.  PMs  Mho  renain  In  the  SRV.    sc   volunteered  his  advice  that  efforts  to 
learn  the  Identity  and  location  of  these  PWs  through  Intelligence  collection 
Is  a  Maste  of  tiae  sc     advised  that  as  soon  as  the  U.S.  deaonstrates  Its 
willingness  to  pty  money  for  thca,  the  U.S.  will  get  their  PWs  —  not  before. 

12   '  ' »«;     stated  he  Is  willing  to  participate  In  follow-up  Interviews  and 
polygraph  exaalnatlons. 

13.  (U)  R/0  thanked  %c  for  his  assistance,  and  agreed  to  contact  hia  If  DIA 
has  any  further  questions. 
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TO  CM  JCK  iMKB  rT  HI  nioim 

nro  ou  MuaucTQi  tant-vi  nmrnr 

uscncMC  Nonju  m.iiwws3ui  maun 

sccBCF  MMC/zQUD-iM/n-NM//  niotm 


KVCINn 


THI 


cm: 


sccTigi  01  tf  »4  Luisn  i 

UU  MY  IS. 


TM  2M61 


SUU:  XK  KraH  TI4-MU.  MOICMS  KU  nUSOKI  n 
CMP  (3 

KF:  A.  XK  m  USE.  ore  31UUI  MB  M. 
I.  OU/tC-Z  106.  ore  071424Z  SEP  M. 
C.  OU/K-2  RSG.  ore  0416Z3Z  ICC  M. 
0.  XK-UB  VT  TM-Ml  ITD  2  JM  C. 

E.  OU/K-2  RS.  ore  lllilOZ  Ml  IS. 

F.  OU/OC-2  RSG.  ore  061t22Z  MAY  IS. 

1.  «n  A  KPOtTEB  KQIVW  TK  mTUl  LEM  TMtT 

I  KqUUlU  UTEIVIEII  OF  ;c  KF  C  LEVIED  KQUUUUIS 
FQI  niTUL  DTEIVIEM.  KF  9  KPOmO  KSKTS  OF  OOTUL 

nTEinE«cancToaiiioai4  MB.2tarr44.  kf  e 
KguESTEi  Knmivnv  m  ratTOMt  of  st,  kf  f  pv- 
vQco  kutewkv  m  poltomfm  onoMCE. 

2.  XK  OTEIVIEKt  COtTACTED        ■  AT  SIIMIU 
CMP  01  22  MT  IS  MB  COWCnO  PK-raLTOMPM  KUTEWIEV 
O  ACCOMMCE  Win  KFS  C  MB  F.   IITEIVIEKI  BTEO  TK 
FOUiMK  OUaCPMCIES/QMBES/ABOnnaS  n  SOUKE'S 
STIBT  OF  nS  SKNnS  FKM  THAT  KFOnEI  D  KF  I.  <nrE: 
n  TK  DTEKST  OF  CUtflTT  n  KAOIK  TUS  KSAGE. 
aSGEST  KAOU  HAVE  KF  D  Dl  HMD.) 

).  SOUKE  MMITTED  HE  HM)  PKVIOBSIT  LIED  AlOOT 

HIS  m.  nATUE  HU  THE  ni  MAS  an  HM  DDM  AUS^ATia 
OR  HIS  KFUKE  PAPEMK.  WT  ACTMUT  IS  TNAILMD.  K 
mnvD  TO  K  MH  OF  A  THAI  HOnCI.  3e.-i>A-fK. 

,.  MB  A  FATHD  OF  HUED  PttEITAGE.  HMi  FKKH  «■ 
HMi  THAI  (ACCOMW  TO  MAT  HIS  F05TEI  FATKI. 
TOlO  SOURCE  MOOT  HIS  HATOBU.  FATMEI). 
SOHRCE  LIVED  D  lAHEtOI  Fn  HIS  DAn  OF  IIITH  UHTIL  USD. 
wn  Nr  HAS  IIDHAPPED  IT  HU  FOSTEI  FATKI.  '  /v>^,«- 

AT  TK  ME  OF  EISHT.  SOHRCE  KVEI  OEM  HIS  RATHML 
FATKI  MB  CMRBT  MEMU  HU  HOTHEI'S  FACE.  SOURCE 
COUUI  DT  KCAU  MmNW  OF  HU  THAI  SCHOOLDE  HIT  CU06 
TO  KMBSEI  A  LITTU  THAI  LMGHKC  MB  CM  MITE  A  LITTU 
(SOURCE'S  ATTBVT  TO  MIITE  HU  HOTHn'S  HME  Vn  K  FOR- 
MUOED  SEPAIATEIT).  AFTn  MU  FOSTEI  FATKI.  '  NA>-<f 

UDMPPEb  SOBBI  MB  TW  OTWi  niT.i»a  FW  OIKI 
■UOM  FMIIIES        SD  WDKK 
MUEO  tflTH  soma  MD  MO  W  CALLS  NOTKtS) .  M'--^ 
KTUMED  TO  TItTll«».  MH£K  THH  HAW  LIVED  tVEl  SIKl. 
SOUia  CUIHS  H^-i  KEVEI  GAVI  HIM  *  KASQi  VHY  tm- 
lAPPEO  TK  THKE  CHILOIEI.   SOUKE  lUJO  CUMD  N^-BM 
OK  HALF  FREK3<  MB  OK  HALF  VimUMESf  MB  HOV  HAS  MHITE 
HAH  MD  MOM  EYES.  lUT  IS  A  VIETMKSE  CnnEI.  EVEI 
THOUn  K  MAS  MM  U  THAILAHO.   SOURCE  DOES  HOT  ODM  WAT 
H*me  DOES  FOR  A  I IVTK.   PHOHE  SPEAU  EHCLISH.  UTII. 
FKKH  MB  THAI.    Ht^e  KVEI  TOLO  SOUKf  MHV  K  DMIGUT- 
ED  TO  VIETRM  FKM  THAILMB.   MCI   HAi^e     VITM  TK 
CHILOKI  TO  VIETHM.  K  H»  HO  VIFE  Ml  UTEI  TOLD  SOURCE 
K  RM  A  VIFE  K  HMRIED  11  VIETHM  HMED  -  sj> 


SOURK  CUOCO  TO  HAVE  LIED  ABOOT  HU  FOR  AT  M  PHD 
KFUKE  CMP  OURUE  DMXESSDB.  AT  TK  MVICE  OF  TK 
KFUSE  FOM-FILLEtS.  VHO  TOLD  RW  IF  K  IMITTED  TO 
KOB  A  THAI.  K  MOULD  lEVEl  K  RESETTLED. 

4.  SOUKE  CUMD  K  ESCAPED  FKM  TK  THAI  MI 

DI  CMP  (Rjr  KLEASED.  AS  QRICHAUY  CLAMED;  iEE  USi 
FttA  7  lELOMl   MB  Tw  i«r  Ti)  4  fUED'S  HOC.  TK  KM 
OF  FIIEB     y^**^  AT  2IS  OR  2K 

n  BM  DOM  TOM.  HHEK  K  STATED  FOR  OVQ  OK  HQHTH. 
FHM  KK.  K  MET  TO  TK  HOUSE  OF  HU  MBT  MD  VIFE  OF 
AfAt>*e.       fMO  I   yV/0«»tf       AT  Soo*.-? 
«un  MU  ASIED  NU  lU  <wa  FOR  uh  lu  luii  ' 
01  TK  PRUOR  CMP  (CMP  U).  THQ  K  KTVKD  TO 
//ai>-o  HOUSE  VITHOUT  GODC  HOK.  MB  DEPARTED  .  /{Ai^^ 
HOUSE  TO  60  VUn  HU  UKU. 

K  TRAVELLED  OK  IBMIHG'S  TM  TO  BMOI  MB  TKI  OK  DAY 
MB  OK  IKMT  TO  TEI  lAI.   SOURCE  LEH  TB  lAI  AT  APPROII- 
MTELT  RSOO  HRS  MB  AHIVED  AT  PMU  TEI  TOM  01  TK  RFTn- 
KSR.   THEI  K  MUiED  APPHKIHATaY  2IH  TO  TK  CMP.  Mh 
IIYW  THEK  AT  APPKaiMTELT  UOO  HOURS.  K  APPBMOO 

TK  enuD  n  tk  gdmb  snmx  (cdiqisted  oky  of  ovebud 

TMTCH  COVU)  MD  KgUESTED  PEMISIOR  TO  VUH  HU  MOE. 
K  FILLED  OUT  TK  KqUEST  MB  KTUBO  IT  TD  TK  6nUB. 
VH)TaLDHBITOCnE  lAa  TK  fniOMneMMDB.  SOURCE 
KTUMED  TD  TK  US  STOP  n  bMi.  MCK  K  SLEPT.  AT 
APPKB  0700  HRS  TK  FOLUVW  MRHDe .  K  KTUMED  TO  TK 


laiOR  (H 

UFO    US0P:ISA(1)  CM  QCd)  SECOEFrC)  SECOEF(I) 

USOPdl)  0R(1>  D0(1)  m\)  0C-2(2)  WICC)  AT(1) 
AT-)(1)  M-2(l)  0B-2C(1)  n-2C2(l)  M-40(l)  OU(l) 
♦SAFE 


TOTM.  COPIES  KOUIKD 


MCN-H514S/020S0       T0«-B5 145/08582       T*0"85 145/09002 


C0SN-MAK6S1 

PAGE  1  Of 
2508492  M 

--CT  C 


521 


niMin  rriM  UKTBussei  i4Soe$9 

f  ZSOMn  MY  ts 

FN  XK.  IMISOa  BMCUX  TH 

TO    CM  JCK  BMOCRS  PT  HI  PRIORITY 

MFO  DM  HASHIKTOa  Kl/K-V/  PRIORITY 

USCIICPAC  HOnuHU  HI//J2/J3/JJ6//  PRIORITY 

SECOEf  MSMDC/AMS>-ISA/PW-MIA//  PRIORITY 

.  SfaiOK'03  OF  04  LIAISON  BAHGUX  TH  29t61 

CHE:  SICRH  NOFORI  3319  NAY  ti. 

SOU:   KK  REPORT  T84-349A.  AHEIICAHS  HELD  PRISONER  IN 

AHERICANS  THEN  REUTED  THEIR  PAST  TO  HIN.  »  NATIVE 
VIETNAMESE.   THE  AMERICANS  WERE  HELD  IN  THE  SANE  BUILDING 
AS  TIEP.  BUT  IN  DIFFERENT  ROOMS. 

7.  iN  REFERENCE  TO  SOURCE'S  BACUROUND.  HE  AOOEO 

THAT  IN  THE  TIME-FRAME  1972-73.  HE  STUDIED 

untn  wodi  wmi  «  uut  »uicn  t  • 

SOURa  ALSO  STATED  THAT  MAS  THEN  A  PAVN 

MAJOR.  BUT  IS  NOV  POSSIBLY  AN  LTC.  WO  VAS  THEN  ASSIGNED  TO 
THE  CITY  MILHARY  HQ  OF  NAM  DIM  (BAN  CHI  HUY  QUAH  SU 

WILE  EV*ni«  THE  DRAH.  SOURCE  LIVED  VITH  A  PRIEST  NAMED 

N^'^f  AT  THE  THONGHIEP  CHURCH  I»THOHGHIEP(V). 
XUM  THUY  (D).  NAM  HA  (P).  SOURCE  SHOSE  TO  LIVE  VITH  THE 
PRIEST  MHILE  EVADING  T«  MILHARY  ORAR.  AS  HIS  FATHER'S 
BRIBERY  INFLUENCE  HAD  RUN  DRY.  THE  PRIEST  VAS  ARRESTED 
NEAR  TH.  1978.  APPROJ  ONE  YEAR  AHER  SOURCE  FIRST  CAME  TO 
LIVE  WITH  HIM.  TK  PRIEST  IMS  ACCUSED  OF  NORIING  FOR  THE 
CIA. 

SOURCE  THEN  FLED  TO  THE  HUE  CHY  AREA.  VHERE  HE  VAS 
ARRESTED  DURING  A  BOAT  ESCAPE  AHENPT.   HE  CUINED  HE  VAS 
HELD  FOR  3  YEARS  (LONGER  THAN  USUAL  FOR  FIRST -TIME  ESCAPE 
OFFENDERS)  BECAUSE  HIS  FAMILY  HAS  WEALTHY  AND  VAS  SUSPECTED 
OF  BEING  INTEUIGENCE  COLLECTORS.   SOURCE  CUINED  TO  NEVER 
HAVE  an«  HIS  FOSTER  FATHER'S  /V»*vy^  PROFESSION. 

SOURCE  aAIMED  TO  HAVE  ESCAPED  FROM  THE  TRAI  BAT  DI  PRISON 
A»  MAS  MOT  RELEASED.  AS  MAS  PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED.  SOURCE 
EXPLAINED  HE  USED  THE  VDRD  'THA'  (THAR)  BUT  MEANT  TO  SAY 
HE  HAS  RELEASED  FROM  CONFINEMENT  IN  STOCKS  (EVEN  THOUGH  NOT 
ACTUAUY  SAYING  H).  AS  OPPOSED  TO  INFERRING  HE  VAS 
CONPLCTELY  RELEASED. 

SOURCE  FIRST  TRAVEUiD  TO  HANOI  ON  3  MARCH  14.  OH  HIS 
ESCAPE  ROUTE  FROM  VIETNAM.   HE  ARRIVED  IN  LAOS  ON  28 
MARCH  1984.   HE  EXPUINED  HIS  REUTIVELY  LONG  DCTENTION  BY 
THE  THAI  POLICE  (AFHR  HIS  AUIVAL  IN  THAILAND)  VAS  DUE  TO 
HIS  TELLING  THEM  HE  MAS  ACTUAUY  THAI  BUT  THAT  IS  HAD  BEEN 
CAPTURED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  AND  HELD  BY  THEN  FOR  A  LONG 
TIME. 

SOURCE  CUIMED  DURING  THE  REINTERVIEV  THAT  Htf^e/^ 

VAS  APPRO!  37  YOA  BUT  VAS  MENTALLY  UNSTABLE  DUE  TO 
mrcMK^  BEATINGS  RECEIVED  BY  CONSISTS  F0LL0VIN6  HIS 
ARREST  FOR  BEING  A  *TROUBLE  MAKER*  OF  THE  CCNUNIST  SYSTEM. 

SOURCE  VAS  NOT  CERTAIN  IF     I^*n€/s3>  IS 
CURRENTLY  IMPRISONED  OR  NOT.  BUT  ASSIMED  HE  MAS.   HE  STATED 
'C   MS  IMPRISONED  IN  THE  TRAI  6  THANH  TRUONG  CAMP  IN  NGHE 
AN  (P).  MAKING  NO  MENTION  OF  KIM  SON.  MHEN  ASKED  BY  THE 
IHnRVIEMER.  SOURCE  EXPUINED  THAT  KIN  SON  VAS  THE  CAMP  IN 
MHICHm*.^  HELD  PRIOR  TO  BEING  HELD  AT  TRAI  6  THANH 


UKE  EXPUIHEO  THE  NEMS  OF  HIS  ALLEGED  •  NAme/' 
5^  DEATH  MAS  ONLY  RELATED  TO  HIM  BY 


(I.N) 


HE  CUIMED  TO  HAVE  NEVER  MET  OR  SEEN  HER. 

SOURCE  EXPUINED  HE  MAS  NEVER  LEGAUY  MARRIED  TO  ^.r  vm 

ONLY  FATHERED  A  CHILD  VITH  HER.  SHE  LIVES  ON  Sf)-A*^ 

HOUSE  NUMBER  UNKMOHN)  IN  NAM  DINH  TOWN.    SOURCE  CUIMED 
lU  HAVE  HEARD  NOTHING  FROM  HIS  FAMILY  SINCE  HIS  DEPARTURE 
FROM  VIETNAM. 

8.  .    AT  THE  END  OF  THE  REINTERVIEV.  SOURCE  MADE  TWO 
REQUESTS.  FIRST  OFFERING  HIMSELF  TO  1ETURN  TO  VICTNAM  VITH 
A  CAMERA.  ALONE.  TO  OBTAIN  PHOTOS  OF  THE  AMERICANS;  AND 
SECOND.  HE  REQUESTED  INTERVIEWER  ASSIST  HIN  IN  GEHING 
RESEHLED  ANYWHERE.  AS  W  DOES  NOT  GET  ENOUGH  TO  EAT  IN  v< 
THE  REFUGEE  CAMP  (CUIMIN6  TO  HAVE  LOST  APPRO!  20  KG  SINCE 

HIS  ARRIVAL)  AND  HAS  NO  REUTIVES  IN  A  THIRD  COUNTRY  TO 
SUPPORT  HIM  SO  HE  COULD  BUY  FOOD  IN  THE  CAMP. 

9.  SOURCE  EXPOUNDED  ON  THE  TRAI  63  FACILITY  AS 
FOUOWS.   THE  CAMP  WAS  SURROUNDED  ON  TWO  SIDES  BY  $-6 
NHER  HIGH  STONE-CONCRHE  WALLS  WHICH  WERE  TOPPED  WITH  A 
TOTAL  OF  FOUR  APPROX  2  NCTER  TAU  GUARD  POSTS.  WHICH  HAD 
OPENINGS  SO  SMAU  THE  GUARDS  HAD  TO  BEND  OVER  TO  ENTER. 
THE  eUARDPOST  GUARDS  WERE  ARMED  WITH  ONE  NACHINEGUH  EACH. 
THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  CAMP  WAS  SURROUNDED  OH  THE  FRONT  WITH 
A  2-MnER  TALL  BARBED  WIRE  FENCE  (AT  WHICH  CORNER  HAS 
LOCATED  A  FIFTH  GUARD  TOWER).  AND  ON  THE  FOURTH  SIDE  BY 

A  HOUNTAIN.  SOURCE  ESTDUTEO  APPROXIMATELY  ONE-THIRD  OF 
THE  MOUNTAIN  HAD  BEEN  DUG  AWAY  TO-ACCOMOOATE  THE  OTHER 
SIDE  OF  THE  CAMP.  TO  WHICH  THE  FENCE  IN  FRONT  AND  THE  WALL 
IN  THE  REAR  WERE  CONNECTED.   THE  CAMP  CONSISTED  OF  AT  LEAST  8T 


ACTION 

INFO    CMB  QC(l)  SECDEF:C)  SECDEF(9)  USOPdU 

USDP:ISA(1)  DR(1)  OO(l)  ED(1)  DC-2(2)  NUCC)  AT(1) 
AT-3(1)  06-2(1)  0B-2C(1)  06-2C2(l)  DB-40(1)  DIA(l) 
«SAFE 


TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED  34 
MCN>e514S/02067  T0R-B5145/0903Z 


TA0-85145/0903Z 


CDSN-MAJ7S4 

PAGE   1  '  1 

2506492  AY  8S 

SECT  03  =  04 


522 


^7 

(                      ^-                               f  - 

1 

r 

11 

u|.4|.jIl»[,7llt|.»|johlUj|jJ|,.|JS|}»|jr|ji|,»|J0lj 

PMSEA    lOf  2^ 

C 

lER 

[TX 

REQUESTED:  37  | 

REFUGEE  NAME  3 
BOAT  NnMBER                     .  34 

■ 

II 

L 

-.1.— 

COUHTRY  LOCATED  23* 
COUNTKY  REPORTED  ON  10 

r 

RECEIVED: 

/ 

/ 

r 

DATE  OF  INFO:        35  | 

6 

/ 

u 

TYPE- SIGHTING  46' 

f 

F 

LOCATION  42 

i 

if 

LAT  11 

N 

LONG  12 

SUB-SOURCES                   27  1 
3 

.5 

2 
4 

6 
8 
10 
12 

7 

9 

11 

ACTIONS/HISTORY  5l' 
POLY  CATEGORY  53  oTj^dS^tU. 

\ 

■sr 

( 

^ 

i 

c 

(L 

B 

/ 

/ 

/ 

6 

i 

0 

c/ 

2 

0 

O 

— T 
/ 

C 

POLY  RESULTS  2^^^*^*^^^ 

CATEGORY:    50    i  |  A  1 

ORIGINAL       'T  yLA 
SOURCE  17 

MO    DAY  YR 

5 

6 

D 

7 

c 

2 

o 

0 

/ 

u 

f 

L 

6 

h 

2 

o 

(I 

\^ 

I 

J 

fi 

6 

/ 

2 

r 

USPENSE  38   /  /          0  S^/ 

PENDING  ACTIONS:  "45 
STATUS /REMARKS  36 
ANALYST  13 
UNCLASSIFIED  NAME  16 
REFUGEE  LOCATION  15 
U.S.  ADDRESS              25  1 
2 

1 

F 

0 

L 

s 

7 

t 

n 

.A 

1 

/ 

ft 

CONTACTED:  32 

CAPrfvE 
ENVIRONMENT: 

39 

i 
1 

1 

o 

- 

^- 

\ 

1 

523 


THIS  PAGE 

NAME  3 
AKA  16 

BOAT  NUMBER  34 

CNTRY  LOCATED  23 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10 
TYPE  SlGHTirJG  46 
tST  SIGHTING  42 

SUBSDURCES  27  • 
ACTIONS  51 


IF  AKA  FILLED  OP 


IS  YES 
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ID  4»  2 
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CATEGORY- 
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VN 
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CURRENT  ACT  45 
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(  ( 

DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20340- 


DIA  EVALUATION  OF  U.S.  PW/MIA  INFORMATION  PROVIDED 
BY  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE 


SUWARY;    Mr.  5<»oto*^50  stated  that  he  saw  two  Caucasian  prisoners  who  he 
heard  were  B-52'pilots  at  a  Hoang  Lien  Son  prison  in  January  1984.  Elements 
of  the  source's  story,  his  own  admission,  and  a  polygraph  examination  confirm 
that  the  report  was  fabricated. 

DETAILS;    The  source,  a  Vietnamese  refugee  at  Si  Khiu  Refugee  camp,  was 
interviewed  by  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  officials  on  three  occasions. 
He  reported  in  his  first  two  interviews  that  he  saw  two  Caucasian  prisoners  on 
two  occasions  in  January  1984  during  visits  to  an  uncle.     The  uncle  was 
confined  at  a  prison  which  the  source  called  Son  La,  about  125  kilometers  west 
of  Hanoi.    On  both  occasions  the  Caucasians  were  pulling  an  oxcart.  Both 
sightings  were  from  a  distance  of  250  feet.   According  to  i  5c-   ,  the  two  men 
spoke  to  each  other  in  Vietnamese  and  it  was  not  until  his  uncle  pointed  them 
out  as  Americans  that  he  noticed  them.    The  uncle  told  him  that  the  men  were 
American  pilots  who  were  captured  when  their  B-52  was  shot  down  in  1972. 
During  his  third  interview,  in  conjunction  with  a  polygraph  examination, 
sc   made  a  partial  admission  of  fabrication  of  his  alleged  sightings.    He  also 
admitted  to  having  lied  about  certain  aspects  of  his  background. 

ANALYSIS:    Nine  B-52  crews  were  lost  over  North  Vietnam  in  1972.  Twenty-nine 
ot  the  b4  members  of  these  crews,  including  at  least  one  member  from  each 
crew,  were  released  during  Operation  Homecoming  in  1973.    Subsequently  the 
remains  of  nine  other  crewmembers  were  repatriated.    Sixteen  crewmembers 
remain  unaccounted  for. 

The  prison  described  by  the  source  was  among  a  group  of  reeducation  camps 
variously  called  Lien  Trai  II  and  Son  La.    Lien  Trai  (i.e..  Camp  Group)  II  was 
one  of  six  Camp  Groups  located  in  Hoang  Lien  Son  Province,  northern  Vietnam, 
which  were  administered  between  1975  and  late  1978  by  the  People's  Army  of 
Vietnam  (PAVN)  Group  776.    There  were  nine  camps  within  Camp  Group  II  (Son 
La).    Only  two  of  the  nine  remained  in  use  after  1979.      5c  description 
of  the  camp  at  which  he  claimed  to  have  sighted  U.S.  PWs  does  not  match 
imagery  of  any  of  the  sites  of  Camp  Group  II  (Lien  Trai  II). 

Scores  of  former  inmates  have  volunteered  information  about  the  Camp  Groups 
administered  by  PAVN  Group  776.    The  information  indicates  that  no  Americans 
were  detained  at  Camp  Group  II  prior  to  1979.    By  early  1979,  most  of  the 
camps  administered  by  Group  776  were  dismantled.    The  facilities  that  were  not 
dismantled,  such  as  the  remaining  two  prisons  at  Son  La,  were  transferred  to 
the  control  of  the  Prison  Management  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior. 
From  1975  to  late  1978  the  inmates  of  the  camps  administered  by  Group  776  were 
former  members  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  (RVNAF)  who  were 
undergoing  reeducation.    While  there  is  insufficient  information  for  a 
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definitive  judgement,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  only  persons  who 
Mere  confined  at  the  two  Son  La  prisons  that  remained  active  after  late  1978 
were  Vietnamese  criminal  offenders. 

soaKro.    reliability  remains  open  to  question.    For  example,  the  source 
indicated  that  he  had  an  affiliation  with  anti -communist  resistance  or 
dissident  elements.    Previous  reporting  by  resistance  elements  has  been  almost 
always  unreliable. 

During  a  polygraph  examination  in  May  1985,  the  Source  indicated  deception, 
according  to  the  polygraph  examiner,  on  questions  regarding  his  live  sighting 
report.   The  source  may  have  acquired  some  distorted  hearsay  Information  about 
former  USMC  Private  .  K^*^  ,  and  attempted  to  pass  it  on  as  firsthand 

knowledge.     H*ff         -was  a  low  echelon  member  of  the  staff  at  Camp  Group  I 
(Yen  Bai),  located  several  kilometers  north  of  Camp  Group  II  (Son  La),  from 
late  1975  to  early  1979.    At   Camp  Group  I,     v>»»«        lived  for  a  time  with 
a  Thai  national  named  Son,  whom  some  observers  have  mistaken  for  an  American. 

EVALUATION:    Based  upon  the  source's  demonstrated  unreliability  as  a  reporter, 
ms  aomission  to  having  fabricated  a  portion  of  his  claims,  and  the  clear 
Indication  of  deception  during  a  polygraph  examination,  DIA  has  concluded 
'  -^.c  account  is  a  fabrication. 


DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    7  June  1985 
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rOIlT  CA8UALTT 
IX80LUTXOI  CXITBR 


CABUALTT  BATA  0XTX8X0I 
f  ARAI.TBX8  &  BTVOXBS 

Oatiom 


lOURCI  Di^TA: 


IBPUOU  RXPORT  XHTXRVXBW  RR  ft  DATS:  T84-349.  2  January  1985 
UIALTBT:  /ikaw 
SROSS  XXPXRKRCB(S)t  None 


CATXCOBT  0ATR:  Uvc  Slghcing/First  hand  account. 

fXBDXBOS:  Review  of  data  supplied  by  the  source  reveals  no  correlation  to  datk  In  JCSC  files. 


CORRBLATB  PATA:  None 


BACKGROORD/COMKBRTS:  ))o  correlation  could  be  made  to  the  alleged  Anerlcan  B-52  pilots  based 
on  the  limited  Identification  data  provided.     Source  was  polygraphed  on  28  May  1985  concerning 
his  report.    During  the  course  of  the  examination,  source  made  a  admission  that  he  fabricated 
his  sighting  of  two  American  captives.    According  to  the  examiner,  source's  charts  depicted 
"clear"  deception. 


DI6P0SITI0R:     JCRC  LZAX60R  omCE.  BARCKOX 


JCBC  AftS  rZLBS 
OSD/ISA.  PV-MIA  APPAIRS 
DIA,  DC-2 
JCRC  RXPRO  PILE: 


Coamander 


This  is  not  a  final  evaluatiOQ,  this  is 
a  nrcllBlnarv  analytical  position. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
,  JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUMTBKA2i«09  l6 10502 

R  100502Z  JUN  85 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO       DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  32U09 

CITE:  ^  33'*9  JUN  85 

SUBJ:     SOURCE  5««*e«- 

REF:     A.     JCRC-LNB  LETTER  REPORT  T8<»-3'«9  DATED  2  JAN  85. 
B.     JCRC  BKK  MSG,  DTG  2508i49Z  MAY  85   (T81«-3'49A)  . 

1.  THIS  IS  TO  ADVISE  THAT  SUBJECT  INDIVIDUAL 
WAS  ADMINISTERED  A  POLYGRAPH  EXAM  ON  28  MAY.     DURING  THE 
COURSE  OF  THE  EXAM,  SOURCE  MADE  A  PARTIAj  ann  1  «:<LLft*»-mr 
FABRICALLOIL-DF  HIS  ALLEGED  SIGHTING  OF  TWO  AMERICAN  CAP- 
TTVt^.     ACCORDING  TO  THE  EXAMINER,  SOURCE'S  CHARTS 
DEPICTED  CLiAR_OiCEPTION. 

2.  TEST  RESULTS  HAVE  BEEN  FORWARDED  TO  HQ 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  {U,7,F) 
INFJ)      NMIC(I)  AT-3(1)  DB-2(1)   DB-2C{1)  0B-2C2(1)  OIA(l) 
+SAFE 

MCN-8516 1/00922       TOR-85 16 1 /0504Z       TA0-85161/O5O4Z  C0SN-MIA877 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
OCS  IttSSAGE  CENTER 

PRIORITY  2YUW  RUEKJCS1269  1502121 

P  29183OZ  MAY  85 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0C-2// 

TO      JCRC  LIAISON  BANCKOK  TH 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

USCINPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//OASD- I SA/PW-ni A// 


20.b01/DC-2 
SUBJ:    JCRC  REPORT  T8l«-31t9A 
REF:     A.    HSG  JCRC  LNO  2508<i9Z  MAY  85  SAB 

B.     MSG  DIA  DC-2  06l622Z  MAY  85,  SUBJ:  REQUEST  FOR  ASSISTANCE, 

POLYGRAPH  EXAMINATION 
\.     ^        I  RFFFRFMPF  t  PROvinPn  THE  RESULTS  OF  A  PRE-POLYGRAPH 
INTERVIEW  OF  ^c^Aca  .THE  FOLLOWING  COMMENTS  ARE  FOR  YOUR 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION.     NOT-WITHSTANO ING  >  RETRACTION  OF  HIS 

ORIGINALLY  PROVIDED  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION.  DC-2  CONTINUES  TO  CAST  A 
JAUNDICED  EYE  UPON  HIS  REPORT  OF  SIGHTING  2  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN  IN 
NORTH  VIETNAM. 

A.    :>c       REFERENCE  TO  THE  CAMP   (TRA I  G I  AM  63)    IN  WHICH  HIS 
UNCLE  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  HELD  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  DERIVED  FROM  A  DOCUMENT/COVEB 
DESIGNATION  OF  THE  MOI  PRISON  MANAGEMENT  DEPARTMENT  TD  63-  REPORT 
T81«-31»9  referred  to  the  camp  as  the  son  LA  CAMP,  OUR  ASSUMPTION  IS 
THAT  THIS  REFERENCE  WAS  ADDED  BY  THE  INTERVIEWER,  AND  NOT  THE  SOURCE., 
FOR  CLARIFICATION.     PLEASE  ADVISE.   IF  THIS  IS  NOT  THE  CASE. 

B.  WE  HAVE  COMPARED  THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ALLEGED  PRISON 
FACILITY   (PARA  9  OF  REF)  TO  IMAGERY  ON  HAND.     NONE  OF  THE  CAMPS  OF 
LIEN  TRA I    II    (AKA  SON  LA)   APPEAR  TO  HAVE  BEEN  CUT  INTO  A 
MOUNTAINSIDE.  ESPECIALLY  THOSE  THREE  CAMPS  MENTIONED  IN  PARA  3  OF  REF 
B  WHICH  DATE  TO  THE  FRENCH  ERA  AND  ARE  WALLED  FACILITIES. 

C.  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SOURCE'S  ABDUCTION  BY  HIS  FATHER, 
S^->«-    MAY  RELATE  TO  THE  THAI   EXPULSION  OF  PRO-COMMUNIST  VIETNAMESE 
RESIDENTS  OF  THAILAND  IN  THE  LATE  50 'S  AND  EARLY  60'S.     5w6-s<-.  MAY 
HAVE  BEEN  ONE  OF  THOSE  ETHNIC  VIETNAMESE  WHO  RETURNED  TO  NORTH 
VIETNAM  THROUGH  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  ICRC. 

D.     WITH  RESPECT  TO    5e      \STATEMENT  ABOUT  HAVING  BEEN 
RELEASED/HAVING  ESCAPED  FROM  PRISON.  SOURCES  DEBRIEFED  HERE  UNIFORMLY 
SPEAK  OF  RELEASE  FROM  PRISON  CAMPS  USING  THE  TERM  "THA"  WHILE  BEING 
RELEASED  FROM  STOCKS  IS  "HET  Bl  CUM".     THIS  MAY  BE  LINGUISTIC 
QUIBBLING  BUT  GIVEN  THAT    $C  S  STORY  IS  BEGINNING  TO  BREAK  DOWN.  THE 
SEMANTICS  TAKE  ON  ADDED  IMPORTANCE. 

E.     WE  VIEW  AS  EXCESSIVE  HIS  CLAIMS  TO  3  YEARS  OF  DETENTION 
FOR  A  BOAT  ESCAPE  ATTEMPT.     ORDINARILY  AN  INDIVIDUAL  SO  CHARGED  IS 
PLACED  IN  A  LOCAL  POLICE  FACILITY  FOR  72  HOURS  AND  THEN  IN  A 
TEMPORARY  DETENTION  FACILITY        TO  THE  TIME  OF  TRIAL  AND  SENTENCING. 
HE  ALSO  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  INTERROGATED  IN  DETAIL  BY  THE  PSS.     A  NORMAL 
PRISON  TERM  WOULD  BE  6-12  MONTHS  FOR  SUCH  AN  OFFENSE.     A  LONGER 
SENTENCE   IMPLIES  EXAGERATION  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SOURCE  OR  A  MORE 
SERIOUS  CRIME.     WE  ALSO  FIND  IT  IMPROBABLE  THAT  THE  SOURCE.  WHO 
RECENTLY  HAS  ESCAPED  FROM  ONE  PRISON,  PRESENTS  HIMSELF  AT  ANOTHER  IN 
A  REMOTE  LOCATION  TO  VISIT  AN  UNCLE.  THE  ATTACHMENT  TO  WHOM  THE 
SOURCE  HAS  NOT  SPECIFICALLY  INDICATED  WAS  VERY  CLOSE. 
2.  POC  AT  DIA/DC-2  IS  . 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTER 


LIAISON  OFFICE 
AMERICAN  EMBASSY 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96346 


29  May  I985 


PROM:  JCRC-LNB 
TO:        Conunander,  JCRC 

SUBJ:    Letter  of  Transmittal,  Memory  Sketch  and 
Writing  Sample  of  s»-t«-" 

1.  Please  refer  to  our  message  JCRC  Bkk  Message  Report 
TS^-S'^SA,  DTG  2508il9Z  May  85. 

2.  Inclosed  for  your  Information  is  5c  hand  drawn 
memory  sketch  and  his  attempt  to  write  his  mother's  name 
in  Thai. 


JCRC  Liaison  Officer 


Incl:  (2) 


as 


y^y  to: 
DIA/DC-2 


531 


OEPAliTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 


ROUTINE 

R  13l60ltZ  HAY  85 

FM  OIA  WASHINGTON  0C//DC-2// 

TO      JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 


ZYUW  RUEKJCS7II9  1331839 


COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


20,5l6/DC-2. 
SUBJ:    VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  SofK<.e 
REFS:    A.    JCRC  MSG  080ii3'«Z  MAY  85 

B.    DIA/DC-2  MSG  06l622Z  MAY  83.  SAB 
IN  ANSWER  TO  QUESTION  POSED  IN  REF  A.  THE  "REF  B"  REFERRED  TO  IN  TEXT 
OF  REFERENCE  B  ABOVE  WAS  EDITED  FROM  FINAL  MESSAGE  AS  IT  WAS  NEVER 
TRANSMITTED.    PLEASE  IGNORE  TEXTUAL  REFERENCE  TO  "REF  B".  BT 
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*  DEPARTMENT  Of  DEFENSE 

-JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

PRIORITY  ZYUW  RUnTBKA6i.59  1280ii3i. 

P  08O*3W  fWY  85 

fn  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TN 

TO      OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2//  PRIORITY  ■^s-jv. 
INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  Ly  ^ 

.  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  IftU^S 

CITE:    •  327*  MAY  85. 

SUBJ:    VN  REFUGEE 

REF:    DlA/DC-2  nSG.  OTG  06l622Z  NAY  85. 

REFERENCED  MESSAGE  PERTAINING  TO  SUBJECT  REFUGEE  REFERS 
TO  OUR  REPORT  T8Ji-3'i9.    NO  OTHER  REFERENCE  IS  INCLUDED: 
HOWEVER.  TEXT  OF  MESSAGE  (PARA  6)  SPECIFICALLY  REFERS  TO 
A  "REF  B".     PLEASE  ADVISE  WHAT  IS  "REF  B". 
BT 


\ 


ACTION  0C-2(2)  (U,P.7.F) 
INFO      CJCS(li}  J3(8)  NIDSd)  Jlid)  J5(2)  JS0A(1)  SEC0EF:(1) 

SECDEF(9)  USOPdl)  ASD:PA(t)   USOP:DSAA  (M  NniC(l) 

AT-3(1)  AT-IOO(l)  DIO(l)  0B-2(I)  0B-2C(1)  DB-JiCl  (I) 

DB-1»D3(1)  DIA(1) 
♦SAFE 

MCN-8912B/01391      TOR-SSI 28/0436Z      TA0>S913«/O43TZ  COSN-MIAMI 

RAGE  1  0*  1 


^533 


\ 


I  ^  ,  A 


DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON,  O.C.  2U30t 


8    MAY  1985 


i20,509/DC-2 


TO: 


Headquarters 

Central  Intelligence  Agency 

DOO/EA/VCL 

Room  5C18 

Washington,  D.C.  20505 


SUBJECT:      Request  for  Assistance  -  Polygraph  Examination 
Reference:    JCRC-LNO  Message  061622Z  May  85,  SAB 

Forwarded  as  stated  in  paragraph  1  of  referenced  message  are  copies  of  a 
report  from  JCRC-LNO  T84-349  dated  25  January  1985,  subj:  Anericans  Being  Held 
Captive  in  Son  La  Camp  Trai  63. 
FOR  THE  DIRECTOR: 


1  Enclosure 

JCRC  Report  T84-349  (S) 


Missing  in  Action  Division 
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JOINT  MESSAGEFORM 

1  UCUnttl  CtAMMICAnM 

1 

1                  UIC-aii(«Hll  TMI 

MCCfMMCI 

oawwsc  iMM' 

•J:-          0t.i.>5i:Z     nAY=  A5 

RR: 

1 

II  III   J 

M<  ttACi  HAMOUttC  MSmuOOttS  j 


.  •  •    DiA  washim:Itch  Vc//»c-a// 

CIA  L'ASHINGTC^f  I>C//I>i>0/EA/VKL/ 

r  INFO     CI>R  JCr:C  aA=?BEKS  PT  Hi 

I  CIMCAPC  HONC-ULU  HI// J2/ J3/ J3I./ 

{  '       ■  '  " 

j       E0-.M1U/JC-IJ  i 
I    SUBJ:     REflUEST  FOR  ASSISTANCE  -  POLYGRAPH  EXAHINATION  <U> 
I    REF:     JCRC  LNO  REPORT  TaM-3MT  DATED  2S  JAN  flS-.  SUBJECT: 
j  AHERICAN  BEING  HELD  CAPTIVE  AT  SON  LA  CAttP-.  TRAI  b3         i  j 

NOTAL 

i 

:    1.  FOR  Hfl  :       SOURCE  OF  REF  A  ABOVE-.  So**a«.-<_ 

j    PROVIDED  JCRC  INTERVIEWERS  WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  2  CAUCASIANS  CONFINED 
:    AT  A  PRISON  CAHP  AT  SON  LA  NORTH  VIETNAO  IN  nfiM .     UE  HAVE  DOUBTS 
j    ABOUT  THE  VERACITY  OF  Sooncf  CLAIHS-     REflUEST  YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IN     "  j 
ARRANGING  FOR  POLYGRAPH  EXAMINATION  OF  SOURCE  BY  ^A' 
BANGKOK.     COPIES  OF  JCRC  REPORT  {REF  A>  ARE  BEING  FORWARDED  TO  HQ 
H  I   SIRO  SEPARATELY  .'•^OURCE-^S^yRE-SE'WTL'rWC^  Ll>'l8l'iaWJLa^>>tg'WW|i|«!l 


DIA/NfllC/VO/DC-B 
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JOINT  iVIESSAGEFORM 

nTC'MriiASI  M  IIMI                       1  PAICIOOCI 

02 

!      1     1  rr: 

1 

MtSWlCr  KANIMIV.  iNS'<<ur.Tio» 


SI  KHIU  REFUGEE  CAHP-.  TH-  DPOB:  soo^c-    b**..  REFUC.Fie 

NUnSER    S>D  .     THIS  IS  NOT  A  TIHE  SENSI:  VL        ;'I-£S  .  •  RECOmEND 

THAT,  LOCAL  AND  JCRC-LNO  COORDl:    <r  Af'-f:  a- 

nUTUALLY  CONVENIENT  DATE  DURING  THE  PERIOD  r.AY-JUI.V  l=?jf:- 
2.-  FOR  JCRC  LNO:     REflUEST  JCRC-LNO  R!:  J'^TE:  vILc"  !:OURCE 

PRECEEDIN6  THE  POLYGRAPH  AND  PROVIDE  INTERP^t  rF„  ^  S:.ir  Po  rr  L'.CV 
,  POLYGRAPH  OPERATION. 

I   3.  'THE  AREA  DEPICTED  IN  THE  SKETCH  PREPARED.  BY  THE  ? 

i   SOURCE  -CREF  A  APPLIES>  BEARS  A  SUPERFICIAL  RESEMBLANCE  TO  THE-  SITE  l 
i    OF  A  PRISON  LOCATED  AT  VICINITY  VJ  b37MflS.     THIS  IS  AN  OLD  FRENCH 
>   PRISON  CONSTRUCTED  PRIOR  TO  nSM.     UNFORTUNATELY,  THE  NARRATIVE 
;    DESCRIPTION  AND  SKETCH  {REF  B  APPLIES}  DO  NOT  CONTAIN  SUFFICIENT 
j   DETAILS  TO  SUPPORT  A  DEFINITIVE  CONCLUSION.     THE  AREA  DEPICTED  BY 
I   THE  SOURCE  WAS  THE  SITE  OF  A  GROUP  OF  REEDUCATION  CAMPS  CALLED  LIEN 
j   TRAI  -CCAHP  GROUP>  II  {AKA:     SON  LA  AND  IIUONG  COI>-.  UHICH  UAS  ONE  OF  . 
'    THE  SIX  CAHP  GROUPS  -CLIEN  TRAI>  ADMINISTERED  BY  PAVN  GROUP  77b 
;   BETWEEN  LATE  1175  AND  1171..     THERE  UERE  T  CAMPS  WITHIN  LIEN  TRAI 
l\   II.     THREE  OF  THESE  WERE  CLASSIC**PRISONS^»C>IK*WWIIG»HMWi<Wri^^^ >.l  ITjMIW>|«W 
•'   GUARD  TOWERS".  ETC.>.     TWO  OF  THE  CLASSIC  PRISONS-.  LOCATED  AT 

^  „VJ.  fa 3 1 . AN D_V Jj3 37MaM-  WERE  CONSTRUCTED  PRIOR  TO  I'lSM;  BUT  

liiSTi; 


i 

I 


OD 


.  V3.'3  (O 


Mf  VIOUS  lO.! 
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JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 

PAT.t       •           Sir,  RiLiAsea  TIMS           ]    PRrccccNi::    |    class     j  sp€cat 

i^tf    1     etc      1        o^io  wsii  .;e>it 

— ! 
— i 

!     rr^TE  Ti-,;f        -.fcXTM  :   m,  t    a.-t   '.   >  •■• 
03      ,                          ■]     "i  RR- 

1  ! 

i 

! 

APPARENT!. Y.UERE  ABANDONED  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  TlflE  PRIOR  TO  LATE 
i^Vi-:AirLV,i*17b-,  WHEN  THEY  UERE  REOPENED  AS  REEDUCATION  FACILITIES 

9:r  repu':  tc  o^f  vietnah  armed  forces  -crvnaf}  personnel,    the  third 

.  iJ^ON-.  L  TsTED  AT  VJ  b77Sa3,  WAS  CONSTRUCTED  CIRCA  n7S-77-, 
ArP.'ARENTLY  bV  RVNAF  REEDUCATEES-     ONLY  2  OF  THE  CLASSIC  PRISONS-.  - 
LOCATED  VIC  VJ  b37MaM  AND  VJ  t77S23-.  CONTINUED  IN  USE  AFTER  117T. 

THE  REMAINING  b  CAHPS  IN  LIEN  TRAI  II,  LOCATED  AT  VJ  ba«lSM7,  VJ 

•_ 

bflflSS?,  VJ  70MS33-.  VJ  75aSbl,  VJ  7flflSSD,  AND  VJ  7«lbS23  UERE 

.  i 
1 

■ 

i 

TEMPORARY  FACILITIES  CONSTRUCTED  OF.  LOG  AND  THATCH  AND  ENCLOSED  :^ 
UITH  STOCKADE-TYPE  FENCES-  THESE  TEMPORARY  CAMPS  UERE  CONSTRUCTED 
BY  THE  INMATES  AFTER  LATE  n7S.     GROUP  77b  WAS  DISBANDED  CIRCA  LATE 


n7fl-EARLY  n7T,  AND-.  EXCEPT  FOR  THE  PRISON  MENTIONED  ABOVE,  ALL 
I     CAMPS  ADMINISTERED  BY  GROUP  77b  UERE  DISMANTLED  AND  THEIR  INMATES 
RELEASED  OR  TRANSFERRED  TO  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  PRISONS  IN  OTHER 
REGIONS  OF  VIETNAM  NOT  LATER  THAN  MID-n71.     ALTHOUGH  THERE  IS 
INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  SUPPORT  A  DEFINITIVE  JUDGEMENT,  THERE 
IS  REASON  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  ONLY  NORTH  VIETNAMESE  CRIMINAL  OFFENDERS  jj 
AN£  POLITICAL  PRISONERS  UERE  DETAINED^X<k3:^E:.4i§&M^«£l^^ 
LATE  1176.     SCORES  OF  FORMER  INMATES  HAVE  OFFERED  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
THE  SYSTEM  OF  CAMPS  -[INCLUDING  LIEN  TRAI  II/SON  LA}  ADMINISTERED  BY 
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JOINT  MESSAGEFORM 


cic       1          oi'c  MSG  itimr  j 

0*l»  liwr         1    MtMIM    1  rn 

OM 

1  1 

i               '     i  = 

POAN  7.?b?OF0R  THE  PERIO:>  .'■^7S-?'i.  T;i:!i  T*  ^ 'yr:"  * ' T  ;v.::':.-.TES  THAT  j 
j    FORtlER  USnC- PRIVATE       ^/4/77fc^  A  LOy-ECHE.  C:  t-r.MP'^'?        THE  i 

i  i 

|-- STV^FF  -AT- LIEN  TRAI  I  -CV  -  '  v.!  .'^?:=^!^>.  U.  ;    '       •  ■  \.<  THE '  r  ^  : 

j  SYSTEH.  ^AtnS'  RETURNED  TO  TKt  U-^-  IN  UhRZH  i^?"..  'JhllLZ  THERE  J 
'  1 
i    IS  NOT  SUFFICIENT  INFORM ATICN  TO  I^UPPORT  A  DEFINITIVE  CONCLUSION  ON  ; 

I    THIS  POINT,  DIA  HAS  NOT  J::  '     s":.;      M*'   TMFORi'.ATiON  THAT  COULD  ! 

^    CORROBORATE  THE  PRESENCE  vF  AHERICaNS  AT  THE  REMAINING  SON  LA  tAKA:  . 

I  ^ 

=    LIEN  TRAI  II>  PRISONS  AFTER  n7T.    J^TESJT^  AVAILABLE      jf^x       OF  THE 
!    SON  LA  SITE  IS_DATED  naa;  THEREFORE-.  THERE  IS  NO  inflEDIATELY  ~'' 
'.    AVAILABLE  VERIFICATION  THAT  T4+E  SON  LA  PRISON  CONTINUED  IN  USE 

i  ^  ..  ._.    

:    DURING  THE  TIME  OF  THE  PURPORTED  SIGHTING  IN  FEBRUARY  llflM-  NEU 

HAS  BEEN  REQUESTED  FOR  COMPARISON  WITH  THE  SOURCE'S  SKETCH 
I    AND  TO  VERIJY.  mE_XU.RRENT  OF  THE  PRISON. 

:    M-  GIVEN  THE  REMOTE  LOCATION  OF  THE  SON  LA  PRISON,  THE 

j 

;    SPARSE  POPULATION  IN  THE  AREA,  AND  THE  FACT  THAT  MUCH  OF  THE 

POPULATION  IS  ETHNIC  MINORITIES  UHO  TEND  NOT  TO  BECOME  REFUGEES,  FT 
IS  UNLIKELY  THAT  UE  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ACflUIRE  CURRENT  r^< 

:    CONCERNING  THE  SON  LA  PRISON.     POLYGRAPH -INTERVIEUS^AY^jPRWE^MMHilMi 

HELPFUL  IN  ASSESSING  THIS  SOURCE'S  INFORMATION. 
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{                     wO»fT  M€S5AGE  FORM 

1 

•"-■T'.rf.       ■    uTKn,    1     .1    1      '«:t     !      a-.  ! 

i 

!                  !           i  RR 

.••?~\a;.-;  ■:•'«"■<  -r- 1  ^.  i;.'!-.C"»'r-. 

1  1 

r.  ^FOR  JCRC-LNO:     IT  yOULD  BE  USEFUL  TO  USE  THE 

Sfi'TERVIEy  PRECEEDIN6  THE  POLYGRAPH  EXAH  TO  EXPAND  ON  THE'sOURCE'S 
rCj-CiVTHTION  OF  THE  SON  LA  PRISON  {E.G.,  SIZE  TYPE  CONSTRUCTION, 
SPECIAL  CHARACTERISTICS},  AS  yELL  AS  THE  PRECISE  GEOGRAPHIC 
LOCATION.     THE  OBJtCTIVE  SHOULD  BE  TO  PETERfllNE  NOT  ONLY  THE 

-  i 

SPECIFIC  LOCATION  OF  THE  CAHP  IN  QUESTION,  BUT  yHETHER  IT  UAS  A  | 

PERHANENT  OR  TEHPORARY  FACILITY.     IT  yOULD  ALSO  BE  USEFUL  TO  REVIEy  ; 

AND  EXPAND  ON  ALL  ASPECTS  OF  HIS  ACCOUNT.     FYI:  | 

I 

j 
i 


i 

b.  POLYGRAPH  SHOULD  CONCENTRATE  ON  DETERHINING  THE  VERACITY 

OF  i  CLAinS  TO  HAVE  SEEN  CAUCASIANS  AT  THE  SON  LA  PRISON  CAflP 

{REF  6  APPLIES>.     DEPENDING  ON  THE  RESULTS  ^Jt^f.JJ^^ijf^fStmmtmt^ 

INTERVIEy,  YOU  MAY  yiSH  TO  CONSIDER  THE  FOLLOyiNG  flUESTIONS  ON  THE  ; 
TOPIC: 
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JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


»I1>  YOll  T'ltO  CA(jrA?«I  ' AT 

DID  YOU  itC  Tt'O  CAUCASIAiv^  «1 

C.  I  DID  YOU  r.-.C  T'JC  C;.liiCA!:iAV':  ?U'.L"-'  '  C  '  J;.:  ;  AT  SON 
LA  IN  \Wf 

7.  DEPENDING  ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  QUi^STIONiNG  FRCJI  PARA  b" 

!     ABOVEi  YOU  HAY  WISH  TO  USr  TMH  PCLVGRAr  '  TO  EXPLORE  ADDITIONAL 
]     TOPICS  SUCH  AS: 

A.  DID  HE  CONSPIRE  yiTH  OTHERS  TO  PROVIDE  A  FALSE 

ACCOUNT  OF  AHERICANS  AT  SON  LAf     IF  SO-.  WITH  UHOtl?       "  :i: 
j  B.  DOES  S<i    HAVE  ANY  CURRENT  OR  PREVIOUS  AFFILIATION 

yiTH  PAVN  OR  ANY  SRV  SECURITY  SERVICEf     IF  SOn  NATURE  AND  DURATION 
•     OF  AFFILIATION. 

\  C.  DID  St    HAVE  AN  UNCLE  CONFINED  AT  SON  LA  DURINC  THE 

TIHE  PERIOD  CLAIHEDf 

D.  DID    sc   VISIT  HIS  UNCLE  AT  SON  LA  ON  THE  DATES 
SPECIFIEDf 

E.  DID   JO  ACTUALLY  RECEIVE  A  HEARSAY  ACCOUNT  FROM  HIS 
,    UNCLE  CONCERNING  TyO  B-SZ  PILOTS  SHOT  DOyN  ^V^R  |HAWOI 

A.  AS  NOTED  EARLIER-.  DIA/DC-2  IS  NOT  SANGUINE  ABOUT  THE 

RELIABILITY  OF  THIS  SOURCE-     FOR  EXAHPLE,  HE  IflPLIES  AN  AFFILIATION 
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JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


07  07 


»C»I         1  IMI 


rr; 


aiTH.  AMTI-COnnUNIST  RESISTANCE/»ISIirENT  ELEHENTS-  PREVIOUS 
^ePCPfrNG  BY  RESISTANCE  ELEMENTS  HAS  BEEN  NEARLY  UNIVERSALLY 


ME.     SOURCE'S  REPORT  HAY  BE  A  DISTORTED  HEARSAY  VERSION  OF 
JOPT  FOiyiER.  A'>fl»"r  v^-USafo-Wmt+f-HAVe-BKN 


Lij:^:^.  fflONC  the  inbates  of  the  cahp  system  adwinistcred  BY -man  - 

i  A    /V/*"-*     LIVED  FOR  A  TIME  WITH  A  THAI  NATIONAL  NAMED  SON  AT-  i 

!  L-«w-WJii-j=5r'-rr-rTAY  HAV^-^E^^ 


LANfrt»A<ye-  THEY"H»D-rN-COnMWT-lim-KH  COULD  ACC^INT  FOR.  ^'''^  JIEIJ^TING  ; 

pTHA-T-TH&-T4iK>-"  Aft£Ri-€-AN^^-.SP0KE  TO -E-ACH  0-T>lEj^IJ>L-V.IET-N»M&SE .          UT:  \ 

\  *).                  THIS  MSG  HAS  BEEN  COORDINATED  UITH  Hi2                        UHO  \ 

■  MILL  DISSEMINATE  APPROPRIATE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LOCAL  I 

SUGGEST  JCRC-LNO  SHARE  CONTENTS  OF  THIS  MSG  AND  OTHER  REPORTING-.  AS 

!  APPROPRIATE-.  WITH  LOCAL  •  \ 
•  10.     <U>  POC  AT  DIA/DC-2  IS    ._  /V-f'i^*T 
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ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUEKJCS30n  0771930 

R  I816IOZ  MAR  85 

Ftt  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

TO      JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36//  ^  ^ 

.  2O.276/DC-2 
SUBJ:  REFUGEE 

REFS:     A.     OIA/DC-2  MSG  Oi4l623Z  DEC  Sk,  SUBJ:  ALLEGED  LIVE 
U.S.  PWS 

B.     JCRC  LNB  RPT  T8l«-3'»9  DATED  2  JAN  85.  SUBJ:  AMERICANS 
HELD  CAPTIVE   IN  SON  LA   (NOTAL)   CAMP,  TRAI  63 

1.  REQUEST  RE  INTERVIEW  AND  POLYGRAPH  OF  .S^M/ece 
POLYGRAPH  SHOULD  CONCENTRATE  ON  DETERMINING  THE  VERACIIY  ur  Se^ 
CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  SEEN  CAUCASIANS  AT  LEI N  TRAI   II    (SON  LA).  SUGGESTED 
QUESTIONS  ON  THIS  TOPIC  ARE: 

DID  YOU  SEE  TWO  CAUCASIANS  AT  SON  LA? 

DID  YOU  SEE  TWO  CAUCASIANS  AT  SON  LA   IN  \S8Ul 

DID  YOU  SEE  TWO  CAUCASIANS  PULLING  AN  OX-CART  AT  SON 

LA  IN  198li? 

2.  lEPENDING  ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  QUESTIONING  FROM  PARA  1  ' 
ABOVE,  YOU  MAY  WISH  TO  EXPLORE  ADDITIONAL  TOPICS  SUCH  AS: 

A.  DID  HE  CONSPIRE  WITH  OTHERS  TO  PROVIDE  HIS  ACCOUNT 
OF  AMERICANS  AT  SON  LA? 

B.  DID   Sc.  HAVE  AN  UNCLE  CONFINED  AT  SON  LA  DURING  THE 
TIME  PERIOD  CLAIMED" 

C.  DID  VISIT  HIS  UNCLE  AT  SON  LA  ON  THE  DATES 
SPECIFIED? 

D.  DID  'Tf^   ACTUALLY  RECEIVE  A  HEARSAY  ACCOUNT  FROM  HIS 

UNCLE  CONCERNING  TWO  B-52  PflOT?;  5;MnT  nnWM  nvFR  HANOI   IN  1972? 

3.  DC-2  HAS  NO  (  me-r>VO))  OF  THE  SITE 
SOURCE  DESCRIBED  AS  BEING  NEAR  PHU  YEN   (D)  TOWN.     THE  SKETCH 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  SOURCE  BEARS  A  SUPERFICIAL  RESEMBLANCE  TO  THE  AREA 
NEAR  A  PRISON  FACILITY  DATING  FROM  THE   1950'S  LOCATED  VIC  VJ 
637A85.    WE  HAVE  REQUESTED  '        m         OF  THE  ENTIRE  SON  LA  (LIEN 
TRAI   II)   CAMP  SYSTEM  WHICH  MAY  ENABLE  US  TO  FURTHER  VERIFY  THE 
ACCURACY  OF   S^*-**-  SKETCH . 

U.  SOURCE'S  REPORT  MAY  BE  A  DISTORTED  HEARSAY  VERSION 

OF  SIGHTINGS  OF  FORMER  PFC         /V/»^fi  USMC,  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN 

PASSED  AMONG  THE  INMATES  OF  THE  CAMP  SYSTEM  ADMINISTERED  BY  DOAN 
776.     THIS  CAMP  SYSTEM  INCLUDED  THE  LIEN  TRAI    II    (AKA:  SON  LA) 
GROUP  OF  CAMPS.      N*^       LIVED  FOR  A  TIME  WITH  A  THAI  NATIONAL 
NAMED  SON  AT  LIEN  TRAI    I.     IT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  THAT  VIETNAMESE  WAS  THE 
SOLE  LANGUAGE  THEY  HAD  IN  COMMON  WHICH  WOULD  ACCOUNT  FOR  5 
RELATING  THAT  THE  TWO  "AMERICANS"  SPOKE  TO  EACH  OTHER  IN 
VIETNAMESE. 

5.  HQ        J   ■  HAS  AUTHORIZED  JCRC  LNO  DIRECT 
COORDINATION  WITH  LOCAL  )   FOR  POLYGRAPH  SUPPORT  AND  WILL 
INFORM  LOCAL                    ,   BY  SEPARATE  MESSAGE. 

6.  POC  IN  DIA/DC-2 


ACTION  DC-2 (2)  (D,6,8,F) 
INFO      NMIC(I)   V0(1)  DIA(l) 
+SAFE 

MCN-8S077/04211       TOR-85077/1930Z       TAD-8S077/ 1939Z  C0SN-MIA026 

PAGE  1  OF  1 
181610Z  MAR  85 


60-642  -  93  -  18 
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PRIORITY  ZYUW  RUEKJCS1269  1502/21 

P  29I83OZ  MAY  85 

FM  01 A  WASHINGTON  0C//DC-2// 

TO      JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

USCINPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

SECDEF  WASHINGTON  OC//OASD- I SA/PW-MI A// 


20,601/DC-2 
SUBJ:     JCRC  REPORT  T81»-3li9A 
REF:     A.     MSG  JCRC  LNO  2508lt9Z  HAY  85  SAB 

B.     nSG  DIA  OC-2  06I622Z  MAY  85.  SUBJ:  REQUEST  FOR  ASSISTANCE, 
POLYGRAPH  EXAMINATION 

1.  REFERENCE  A  PROVIDED  THE  RESULTS  OF  A  PRE-POLYGRAPH 
INTERVIEW  OF  REFUGEE    5 Csc"^ . .     THE  FOLLOUlNr.  COMMENTS  ARE  FOR  YOUR 
BACKGROUND  INFORMATION.     NOT-WITHSTANDING  RETRACTION  OF  HIS 
ORIGINALLY  PROVIDED  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION.  OC-2  CONTINUES  TO  CAST  A 
JAUNDICED  EYE  UPON  HIS  REPORT  OF  SIGHTING  2  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN  IN 
NORTH  VIETNAM. 

A.     Sc-    \REFERENCE  TO  THE  CAMP   (TRAI  GIAM  63)    IN  WHICH  HIS 
UNCLE  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  HELD  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  DERIVED  FROM  A  DOCUMENT/COVEit 
DESIGHATIOH  OF  THE  MO  I  PRISON  MANAGEMENT  DEPARTMENT  TD  63.  REPORT 
T8li-3'»9  REFERRED  TO  THE  CAMP  AS  THE  SON  LA  CAMP.  OUR  ASSUMPTION  IS 
THAT  THIS  REFERENCE  WAS  ADDED  BY  THE  INTERVIEWER.  AND  NOT  THE  SOURCE. 
FOR  CLARIFICATION.     PLEASE  ADVISE.   IF  THIS  IS  NOT  THE  CASE. 

B.  WE  HAVE  COMPARED  THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ALLEGED  PRISON 
FACILITY  (PARA  9  OF  REF)  TO  IMAGERY  ON  HAND.    NONE  OF  THE  CAMPS  OF 
LIEN  TRAI   M    (AKA  SON  LA)  APPEAR  TO  HAVE  BEEN  CUT  INTO  A 
MOUNTAINSIDE.  ESPECIALLY  THOSE  THREE  CAMPS  MENTIONED  IN  PARA  3  OF  REF 
8  WHICH  DATE  TO  THE  FRENCH  ERA  AND  ARE  WALLED  FACILITIES. 

C.  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SOURCE'S  ABDUCTION  BY  HIS  FATHER. 
-XC      MAY  RELATE  TO  THE  THAI  EXPULSION  OF  PRO-COMMUNIST  VIETNAMESE 

RESIDENTS  OF  THAILAND  IN  THE  LATE  50 'S  AND  EARLY  60'S.  .  MAY 

HAVE  BEEN  ONE  OF  THOSE  ETHNIC  VIETNAMESE  MIO  RETURNED  TO  NORTH 
VIETNAM  THROUGH  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  ICRC. 

0.    WITH  RESPECT  TO  30      STATEMENT  ABOUT  HAVING  BEEN 
RELEASED/HAVING  ESCAPED  FROM  PRISON.  SOURCES  DEBRIEFED  HERE  UNIFORMLY 
SPEAK  OF  RELEASE  FROM  PRISON  CAMPS  USING  THE  TERM  "THA"  WHILE  BEING 
RELEASED  FROM  STOCKS  IS  •*HET  Bl  CUM".    THIS  MAY  BE  LINGUISTIC 
QUIMLING  BUT  GIVEN  THAT  STORY  IS  BEGINNING  TO  BREAK  DOWI^  THE 

SEMANTICS  TAKE  ON  AOOED  IMPORTANCE.  ^ 

E.    WE  VIEW  AS  EXCESSIVE  HIS  CLAIMS  TO  3  YEARS  OF  DETENTION 
FOR  A  MAT  ESCAPE  ATTEMPT.    ORDINARILY  AN  INDIVIDUAL  SO  CHARGED  IS 
PLACED  IN  A  LOCAL  POLICE  FACILITY  fOR  72  HOURS  AND  THEN  IN  A 
TEMPORARY  DETENTION  FACILITY       TO  THE  TIME  OF  TRIAL  AND  SENT/nCING. 
HE  ALSO  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  INTERROGATED  IN  DETAIL  BY  THE  PSS.    A  NORMAL 
PRISON  TERM  WOULD  BE  6-12  MONTHS  FOR  SUCH  AN  OFFENSE.    A  LONGER 
SENTENCE  IMPLIES  EXAGCRATION  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SOURCE  OR  A  MORE 
SERIOUS  CRIME.    WE  ALSO  FIND  IT  IMPROBABLE  THAT  THE  SOURCE.  WHO 
RECENTLY  HAS  ESCAPED  FROM  ONE  PRISON.  PRESENTS  HIMSELF  AT  ANOTHER  IN 
A  REMOTE  LOCATION  TO  VISIT  AN  UNCLE.  THE  ATTACHMENT  TO  WHOM  THE 
SOURCE  HAS  NOT  SPECIFICALLY  INDICATED  WAS  VERY  CLOSE. 

2.  POC  AT  DiA/DC-2  IS         fShJ  , 


ACTION  DC-2 (2)  (0,6,8,F) 
INFO     CMTonO  SECDEF:  (I)  SECDEF  (9)  USDP(n)  NMIC(I) 
V0(1)  OIA(I) 
•^AFE 

MCM«ni90/0f9T«      TM«n  190/21 1 4Z  TA0-M1M/Sia4< 
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,41 


ra/NIA  AUaCRTATIOIl  TEMI  REVIEM  MTE 

NAME/CASE  NUMBER(S): 
FOLDER  REVIEW 

— ^Establish  logical  order   

—Clarify  non-self  evident  notes   

—Check  with  analyst  regarding  a^y  nlsslng  data   

—Follow-up  required  yes  no 

Additional  collection  required: 
HUHINT     SIGINT      IMINT  POLYGRAPH 

Additional  production  required: 

Analysis       Production       Coaputer  Support 

—Concur  with  conclusions  yes  no 

CONHENTS: 


TEAM  MEMBER:  /^//  A^/lf^^ 

SUBSEQUEKT  PM/MIS  OFFICE  ACTjfiT^/  '  DATE:  

YES  NO  N/A 

Contact  with  sources 
Polygraph 

Collection  tasked  (HUMINT     SIGINT  IMINT) 
Production/Analysis  completed 
No  action  taken 
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r 

A" 

■    ^•U*^   TOUAA^l  g|nrf«-g 

/ 

tUc  ^cc«/>*»  TiMcr^  Co*-? 

Afvu-  Co  AO  c»«a/. 
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^    PROJECT  ASSTGIO/EKT  INSTRUCTjf^'s 


11  Yet  85 


Detention  Facility  Son  La 


Locate  detention  facility  as  described  by     A)T  source. 


.?  • 

DUE  DATE                     .  - 

U  Mar  85      •  •5» 

PRIORITY   

2  / 

OIM«IJ«ATOR                   •  -  -• 

DC2B  Atktf^i- 

COMTArr 

BRAHCH  ASSICKMEHT 


RECEIVING  OFFICE 


SUPPORT 


»ECIAL  IMSTROCTIOKS  AND  REMARKS;-   ^-  

1,  '      Request  search  of  imagery  from.  198U  of  the  area  vie 

VJ  638U86  to  locate  possible  detention  facility.     A     AtT        sourcQB  = 
claims  to  have  seen  in  Feb  I98U  tvo  Americans  working  at  the  detent ifxn 
site  pictured  in  the  attached  sketch.     The  location . desribed  by  the 
source  nay  be  one  "of  the  only  2  remaining  of  the  nine  identified 
sub-camps  of  Lien  Trai  II  (Son  La).     The  camp  possibly  dates  to  the 
French  era*  (pre-195U) .     (Ref  SNF  02-56l35-81»/DB5D  dtd  ik  Mar  8U) 

Of  special  interest  are  the  bridges  (pedestrian 
and  vehicaiar).  Yen  Ha  (v)  and  Phu  Yen  District  town  which  is  likely 
the  area  in  the  vie  of  the  abandoned  airfield  (VJ  637505) 

■  ]  ' 


c. 


SICNATUKE 


^      rhipf-  DC2B 

PAF  NUMSCR 

D!A  Form  193  (4.63) 
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.    ^  T 


/ 

OeTir*i-no*»   A^ep  MOM 
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^  -i\  f^^Ve:^ 


Sac*:.  rftwACDj  7W<7 

Af=VCU    LOAD     O  f=  C^d-fi. 
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FROM: 
TO: 

S'JBJ: 

.Source : 
•r.v  a. 

•  c. 
d. 
e. 
f . 

g. 

h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
His 


JCRC-LNB 
Cdimnande: 


^-..JIN  I  CASUAL  I  Y  HtbOLUTION  CEnI^.^       vj  »   .  L/iT  ->t^ 
LIAISON  OFFICE            r       <              ^  ^  ^  ' N;-:-. 
■                 '    AMERICAN  EMBASSY    v  .  Vl 

■  -  : :   V        APO  SAN  francisco  96M6  /^^^^^^^^^k^k' '  )-_^^  ■    -^g^^  - 


St-'Ref:     RPT  «T84-349  '^•^ 
v  -  2  January  1985 


JCRC   _  ^ 

Araericar.s  Heir  Captive  in  Scr.  La  Car-z,  Trai  6j  -       <:  «^,"U,wt^.~ 


Name:  ^v>e£>* 

DOB:  Ct/J*9»«t  ^VV;5;  .  •      • -'ir 

POB:  SC./i»^l9  :  •  .   .  .  .         -  .,..^4.. 

Former  position:     Student  -    -  .  •.  "■  . 

Present  location:  Sc/'j>/>f/) 
Identification  data:  ^CH'V 
DOI :     February  1984 

Map  used:    1:50,000,  Series  L7014,  Sheet  5951-4  - 
Date  of  interview:     11  October  1984 
Naune  of  interviewer:  /Jai^Vsy 

Other:  Source  left  Vietnam  in  14  March  1984  and  walked  across  Laos, 
last -address  in  Vietnam  was  t>A<i* 


\ 


Source  provides  first  hand  information  about  two  American  POKs  currently  held 
in  Trai  63,  Yen  Ha  (V),  Phu  Yen   (D) ,  Son  La   (P) . 

Information: ~ 

The  following  informatioji  was  related  by  Source  to  interviewer  as  fact. 
Sometime  in  early  February  1984,  Source  travelled  from  his  family's  home  at 

^owf  _   ti^-^  to  the  Son  La  Prison  Camp,  designated 

Trai  63,  which  was  located  at  Yen  Ha  Village,  Phu  Yen  District,     Son  La  (P) 
at  vicinity  VJ  638484,  where  his  uncle,  '  £oo«&-  ,  was  confined.  Source's 

uncle  was  arrested  in  1968  for  being  an  ^t'i-communist  activist  in  NVN  and 
has  never  been  in  South  Viet.nam".«         _      Soo-et*  ,  who  lives 

at  his  uncle's  residence  at  Couecr.  b/syt 

Source  met  his  uncle  in  the  reception  house  of  the  cam-,  (see  inclosed  sketch) 
where  he  was  allowed  to  visit  with  his  uncle  ujider  the  superv: sion  of  prison  _ 
guards.     For  this  reason.  Source  claims  he  had  to  be  very  carefu^  what  he 
asked  his  uncle,  but  during  the  visit,  learned  of  the  following  Incident. 
According  to  A)i?»v  ,  sometime  in  1972,  over  Hanoi,  an  American  B-52  aircraft 
was  shot  down  and  two  American  pilots  were  captured  and  were  also  confined 
in  the  Trai  63  along  with   /v/(»—  •  They  were  both  very  emaciated  and  were 
commonly  put  to  labor  pulling  ox  carts  like  oxen.     Both  men  can  speaJc  Viet- 
namese with  native  fluency.    ri/^c>  knows  their  names  and  home  addresses  in 
America  and  told  Source,  but  Source  has  since  forgotten. 
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REFERENCE:     T84-349  ■  ....^■  ..  iJu■,..^^,y,y■i^^'.'  ..>.,>^^^^^^^^  \  - 

^ -  FACE  T«0    ..^^^1^.  .  ^l^l^^-j^^g^ 

V  It  was  not  possible  for  to  pass  any  further  information  of  the  ^^>ericans^=*^V^•^'■^•■ 

:!2  'V[to  Source  during  his  visit,  but  while  Source  and  /v^/ne  vere  talking  Source    :  :r.r'r^r.'^ V:^ 
'    personally  observed  the  two  Americans  at  the  location  shown  on  the  inclosed 

sketch.    The  Americans  were  working. like  a  team  of  oxen,  both  pulling  a      -  •j-fv.^'v 
single  cart.    Source  viewed  them  from  the  reception  house  from  a  distance 
,«vv--  Qf  approximately  50  meters.    Source  saw  the  two  men  twice,  the  first  time  ST^^^'^^.r'- 
as  they  pulled  an  emptN*  cart  toward  Scarce  before  turning  tc  their  left    •      "  ■ 
into  a  ccm  growing  area.    The  seccr.i  tiM,  they  were  pulling  the  cart  •itw,-, 
,    .  which  was  loaded  with  com  and  were  going  in  the  opposite  direction,  return-  •         ^  ; 
.ing  back  to  the  confinement  area..    Source  remembers  the  two  men  as  being  ./^■:^^^^^:4\.'^ 
^''f:t-^I  tall ,  both  having  blue  eyes  and  short  blond  hair,  and  both  appearing  to  i'^^>-^^--?J^r^-^ 
-'•  be  over  40  years  old.    Both  were  dressed  in  long  blue  trousers  and  matching    7  '^-- 
shirts  with  three  pockets,  one  high  and  two  low.    Both  were  talking  to  each 
other  in  Vietnamese  but  Source  could  only  hear  that  it  was  Vietnamese  and  could 
not  understand  anything  that  was  being  said.    Source  was  not  even  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  two  men  were  Americans  until  Source's  uncle  pointed  them 
out.    Source  claimed  to  have  written  back  to  his  xincle's  son,  /^ym-t. 
in  an  attempt  to  obtain  further  details  of  the  Americans.  , 


Background:  ....... 

Source  claoms  10  years  of  formal  education,  obtained  from  1959  to  1969. 
He  lived  ell  his  life  at  the  single  facily  residence  at    Sou«r  J>*^ 
in     Sc/^i^tt.     .    All  his  formal  education  was  obtained  at  the  Pho  Thong 
Cong  Kghiep  School  in  Nam  Dinh  euid  consisted  of  general  studies.    From  1969 
to  1975,  he  studied  watch  repair  with  a  mam  named  Kha  on  Tran  Hung  Dao  St., 
Nam  Dinh  pai^  time  while  also  studying  truck  driving  and  repair  at  the  Nam 
Dinh  Driving  School  (trwongf  lais  xe  cuar  Nam  Dinhj) .    During  this  period 
of  time,  based  mostly  on  the  need  for  continued  study.  Source's  father 
paid  bribery  money  to  PAVN  niajor  Dang  Truong  Mai  of  Nam  Dinh  to  keep  Source 
from  being  drafted  into  the  KVN  military. 

From  .  ^ouKu*    r>uiK  and  in  1977,  was 

soon  to  be  drafted.    Source  began  evading  \he  draft  by  moving  from  place 
to  place  in  NVN  being  supported  mainly  by  contacting  anti-coitonunist  factions 
in  the  catholic  churches  in  NVN.     In  igiS,  Source  attempted  to  escape  from 
Vietnam  by  boat  and  was  captured  in  the  Hue  area.    He  was  imprisoned  in  the 
Lao  Thua  Phu  Prison  in  Hue  City  for  three  years  until  1981,  when  he  was 
moved  to  the  Trai  Bat  Di  Camp,  Dai  An  (V)  ,  Vu  Ban  (D)  ,  Ha_Nam  J4ihn  (P) .  He 
was  held  here  until  early  1984,  then  released.    After  being  released,  he 
travelled  to  visit  i\is  uncle  and  made  the  sighting  of  the  Americans.  After 
visiting  his  uncle,  r4>t»«t-.   Luu.  for  one  or  two 

days  only,  before  beginning  his  escape  from  Vietnam. 

Source  first  travelled  to  Hanoi  by  car  to  the  Phu  Ly  Train  Station,  where 
he  took  a  train  to  Vinh  City  in  Nghe  Tinh  (P) .    Prom  Vinh,  he  travelled 
also  by  train  to  Dong  Ha,  near  Quang  Tri  Town  in  Binh  Tri  Thien  (P) .  Then 
he  began  western  travel  through  Khe  Sanh  into  Laos  by  truck,  bus  and  on 
foot.    He  entered  Savannakhet  (P)  and  spent  approximately  10  days  in 
Savan.nakhet  City  before  swiitor-inc  acrcss  the  Mekong  River  to  Mukdahan,  Thsi- 
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REFERENCE:  T84-349 
PAGE  TWO 

land  on  9  April  1984. 


Being  Vietnamese, 
Source  claims  the.follow- 


he  was  then  transferred  to  Si  ^iu  Refugee  Camp 
ing  family  menOaers:  !;quk.cc—  £>«»u.  , 

t<VT^  39  YOA  who  both  live  at. the  family  home:  rx^iA 

^cnt«-»    t>A-HK  who  is  currently  imprisoned  Jin         souf£-«_r  J 

for  a  failed  escape  attempt.     Source's  mother.     pc^£>A^        •/-  ■  ■* 
is  derejisei  (date  unknown) .     Source  is  presently  sir.tle  but  •«•==  iiarried 
tc  '     5C/''^>»y«.  who  left  hir  when  he  was  capturef  r.esr  Hue.    They  were 

Barries  in  1970  and  had  one  daughter,        5c//>»v*.  ^-'as  bcrri  in  1970 

and  currently  lives  with  Source's  father  in  '  .  .. 


JCRC  Liaison  Officer 


Inclosure  (1) 
as 
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JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


OTC  *CtrASlM  IIMt 


"  01    '^.OMlbgBZ  PEC 


rmctniNCi  ciASs 


OlltC  MSC  lOf  ••• 


fcv'i^O^-  1>IA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

TO:  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH   

'^'lUrO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

'USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI  J2/J3/J3b// 


4i- 

'r  '. 

3l 


ii 


^20-.^S3/DC-2 

SUBJ:     ALLEGED  LIVE  U-S-  PUS  ^  ' 

REFS:  "a.     JCRC  LNO  MSG  DTG  311013Z  AUG  AM-.  SUBJ:     ALLEGED  LIVE' 
U.S.   PUS  HELD  IN  LAOS 
B.     DIA/DC-2  MSG  DTG  Q71M5MZ  SEP  AM-.  SAB 
1.  PARA  M  OF  REF  A  STATED  THAT  A  VIETNAHESE  REFUGEE-. 

C-^-iUgc^t-      -.  REPORTED  HE  OBSERVED  2  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  AT  YEN  HA 
PRISON  IN  JAN  aM  UHILE  VISITING  HIS  UNCLE  UHO  UAS  HELD  THERE- 
REflUEST  REINTERVIEU  OBTAIN  MORE  DETAILED  INFORHATION  UITH  EIIPHASI.S 
ON  THE  FOLLOUING: 

A.  NAHE  OF  UNCLE-,  REASON  FOR  HIS  INCARCERATION-. 

DATES  OF  STAY  AT  YEN  HA-,  TIHE  REHAINING  OF  SENTENCE-.  DPOB  OF  UNCLE-J 

B-  CIRCUnSTANCES  UNDER  UHICH  UNCLE  OBSERVED 

CAUCASIANS-.  DATES  CAUCASIANS  UERE  SEEN  BY  THE  UNCLE  PRIOR  TO  ^ou^^r 


i  DIA/NniC/VO/DC-2 


;  / 


R. 

COL  'jOHN  pBERST  V  -USAF 7  DC-2  "cHIEF" 


552 


JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


02. 


r«(CCMMC> 


^RRT 


ARRIVAL. -OIFoiJCNOWN},  DATE  CAUCASIANS  hJERE  SHOT  DOUN,  LOCATION  OF 
SHOOT-I>OWN,T!yNG'S  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CAUCASIANS  AND  THEIR    •  - 
.ACTIVITIES. 

•"-rrr^Ci"  DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  INHATE  POPULATION 

^ONFINED  .AT  YEN  HA.  _       .         ig/'^  J"  ..  ^ul. .  J:^ 

D  DETAILED  SKETCH  BY  OF  THE  CAttP  TO  INCLUDE 

BUT  NOT  LIMITED  TO  CAHP  LAYOUT-.  ENTRANCES-.  GUARD  TOyERS-.  FENCING-. 
yALLSi  nESS  HALLS,  LATRINES -.HiELLS,  GARDENS  AND  FISH  PONDS- 
LOCATION  OF  NEARBY  TOWNS-.  RIVERS-   AND  ROADS  AND  THEIR  DISTANCES  FROH 
THE  CAHP.     PLACE  WITHIN  THE  CAHP  WHERE  THE  CAUCASIANS  WERE  HELD  AND 
!  WHERE  SIGHTED.     LOCATION  OF    t,C    AND  HIS  UNCLE  AT  THE  TlttE  OF  THE 

i 

I  SIGHTING. 

I  E.  BASIC  BIO  DATA  ON-S«»-*«AND  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

!hIS  DEPATURE  FROn  VIETNAM.     EMPHASIS  SHOULD  BE  TO  OBTAIN  SOME 

INSIGHT  INTO  HIS  CAPABILITIES  AND  RELIABILITY  AS  AN  OBSERVER  AND 

1  REPORTER  AND  HIS  POSSIBLE  MOTIVATION. 

J,  j  a.  >  FYI:     THERE  ARE  TWO  ACTIVE  CONFINEMENT 

H-jFAClLlTIES  IN  PHU  YEN  {D>-.  SON  LA  {P>:     ONE-.  AT  VJb37MaS  IS  AN  OLD 
•J  ' 

^iPRISON  THAT  DATES  BACK  AT  LEAST  TO  THE  IISO'S.     THE  OTHER-  AT 
1  ! 

OivJt77S23-   IS  A  WALLED  PRISON  THATJIAS  CONSTRUCTED  CIRCA  n7a-?l:_   
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JOINT  MEf.SAGEFORM 


□  3.03 


,  J  |_ 


I       \'.iRR'  ^  __J  J  J  


OM.r.  MX.  iof< 


THIS  LATTTER  tPRISON  APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  PART  OF  THE  OLJ>  LIEN  TRAI  II 
OF  THE  EXTENSIVE  REEDUCATION  SYSTEM  THAT  UAS  ADMINISTERED  BY  DOAN 
77b  IN  THIS  AREA  UNTIL  LATE  1176.     ANOTHER  COMPOUND  IN  THIS  REGION 
■CVJt3imi>  DATES  BACK  TO  THE  FRENCH  ERA.     THE  ONLY  tPOST  1175}       •-  - 
IMAGERY  AVAILABLE  FOR  THIS  SITE  IS  DATED  NOV  fl3  AND  SHOWS  THAT  THE". 
COMPOUND  IS  NO  LONGER  IN  USE  AS  A  CONFINEMENT  FACILITY. 
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-fVe  F«tjr  ri«£ 

Af^U-    LOAD    oP  c#Ra/. 
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bbeedbbobeb/cdob 


r 


ROUTINE 

R  07U2l«Z  SEP  8i4 
FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0C-2// 
TO      JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
v>CS  MESSAGE  'CENTER 


ZYUW  RUEKJCS6281  2522002 


USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J36// 


SUBJ:     ALLEGED  LIVE  U.S.  PWS  HELD  IN  LAOS 

REF:      JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  MSG  DTG  311013/  AUG  81».  SAB 

1.  REQUEST  YOU  EXPEDITIOUSLY  REINTERVIEW  ALL  SOURCES  OF 
INFORMATION  REPORTED  IN  REF  AND  OBTAIN  DETAILED  INFORMATION 
REGARDING  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  SIGHTINGS. 

2.  ■  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION,  INTERIM  ASSESSMENTS  AND  GUIDANCE 
Will   BE  FORTHCOMING  BY  DIA  IN  SEPARATE  MESSAGES. 


/ 


ACTION  DC-2 (2^ 
INFO      KMIC  (I)   VO(l)  DIA(I) 
+SAFE 


(D.6.8.F) 


N'.c-.'^a-rr.:/0237f» 
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/ 


-20,669/0C-2  ' 


/4  Sep  B4/vlp 


MEMORANDUM  FO?  THE^CHAIRMAN,  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF    .^-^yH  V<S  f 
SUWECT:_.AVIeged  Live  U.S.  PWs  Held  in  Laos  ::ir:~:::^':^i^ 

1.  Reference  JCRC  Liaison  Bangkok  rtessage  311013Z  Aug  84,  that  .  '  ' 
summarized  four  recent  reports  of  possible  U.S.  PWs  in  Laos.    You  asked,  "Hoi 

"does  all  this  check  with  what  we  hold?"  and,  "Any  hope?"  .  4^'        2  ': • 

2.  Regarding  the  reported  group  of  U.S.  PWs  near  Kadone  Village,  . 
Saravane  Province,  Laos.   This  information  was  submitted  by  the  only  source 
who  has  reported  observing  U.S.  PHs  in  this  area.    We  have  no  information  to 
confirm  or  refute  the  story.    Imagery  analysts  are  looking  for  the  camp,  - 
Additional  collection  action  is  being  coordinated  with  CIA  and  NSA.  w 

3.  Regarding  the  Lao  Peoples  Army  (LPA)  Major  who  purportedly  "  i^^--" 
purchased  the  release  of  two  U.^.  PHs  from  a  site  near  Danang,  Vietnam,  we 
have  reliable  HUMINT,  corroborated  by  imagery,  concerning  major  detention 
sites  in  the  vicinity  of  Danang.    He  have  no  information  that  could 
corroborate  the  presence  of  U.S.  PHs  in  this  region. 

4.  Regarding  the  two  U.S.  PHs  observed  at  Yen  Ha  Prison  in  January 
1984.    We  have  excellent  HUMINT,  corroborated  by  imagery,  concerning  prisons 
in  this  area  through  1979.    No  U.S.  PHs  were  held  here  through  1979.  He 
cannot  confirm  or  refute  the  purported  presence  of  two  U.S.  PWs  at  this  site 
in  January  1984. 


5.    .  .       Concerning  the  report  of  two  U.S.  PHs  captured  near  Vientiane  in 
1968  and  observed  living  with  the  Hraong.    Only  three  Americans  were  ever  lost 
in  the  cited  region.    One  is  a  returned  PH,  and  he  confirmed  the  deaths  of 
the  other  two.    He  could  not  correlate  the  descriptions  provided  by  the 
source  to  any  specific  individual  unaccounted-for  serviceman.    He  have  no 
otlier  reporting  that  could  corroborate  this  account;  however,  it  is  worth 
noting  that  the  location  of  the  purported  PHs  is  on  the  outskirts  of 
Vientiane  city  and  within  20  kilometers  of  the  Thai  border.  n 


6.         He  cannot  definitively  answer  the  question,  is  there  hope?  However, 
JCRC  will  attempt  to  debrief  each  of  these  sources  in  depth,  and  DC-2  will 
attempt  to  corroborate  the  accounts.    He  will  keep  you  informed  of  any 
significant  developments  in  these  cases. 


1  Enclosure 
JCRC  Msg  311013Z 
Aug  84 


J.  GUY  REYNOLDS 
Commodore,  USN 
Assistant  Deputy  Director 
for  Collection  Management 


DV.  f  CviM  3:i  (J  ?•)  OyFCtU.  RLE  C»V 


RCTURM  roa  fil::. 
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'■'^^iv'^  liK- f^^^  MESSAGE   CENTER  .f      .  ^^/i'^f - V'^ 


ROUTINE  .         ,    •       ..  2YUW  RUMTBKA5782  2<4lO.<  

R  311013Z  AUG  84 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  OANGKOK  TM  '  .if 
TO      CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  •  .  ..  •  .  ^* 

INFO  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2//       •    ■      USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  Hl//J3/J3r'/  ' 

liaison'  BANGKoIiv^TH  43762  " 

3323  AUG  B4.  ■ 

^  PV'S  HELD  IN  LAOS.  '  • 

-!-i«^»»ltP-i«r---- WE  HAVE   RECENTLY  RECEIVED  AN  INCREASE  IN 
«!<«^.-*r>«T^ ,.  v.  ;.  RcpoRTS  CONCERNING  LIVE  AMcftlCANS  ALLEGED  TO  BE  HcLJ5 
IN  LAOS  FROM  REFUGEES  AT  THE  NA  PHO  CAMP  AND  FROM/ 
^LAO  CITIZENS  LIVING   IN  NORTHERN  THAILAND.        ...._-.../  ^ 

V  ■2.  SOURCE  ■   5o«.ie«  *        PHn  rffijgff  anc 

r --.FnRMFM    INTrRPRETER   FOR  «       <C  -  ©Af ft 
•rr-i  HAS  PROVIDED  SECOND  HAND  INFORMtTION 

(HEARSAY   FROM  ^  ""^ 

YB1194.    SARAVANt    \ »' ;  J    I  MA  I     IN  MAK   B3   AKKKUX    20  _.VE 
U.S.    PWS  WERE  HELD  IN  A  CAMP  LOCATED  AT  THE   BASE  - 
"■"*0F  PHOU  NGOUA  MOUNTAIN.   AT  THE   BANK  OF  THE  NAM  KONG  ..mi 
"**"'RIVER  appro:  FO"e  HDIJP.S  WALKING  DISTANCE   SOUTH  OF     .  .  ... 
-     KADON'E  VILLAGE.  HEARD  THAT  THERE  WERE 

ORIGINALLY   30  PWS  BUT  THAT    10  HAD  DIED  FROM   ILLNESS  AND 
.---THAT  THE   CAMP  HAP  BEEN  THERE  SINC;   AT   LEAST  1975. 

MILITI*    FORCES  OF  CHAVANt    VILLAGE    (YB2095)   ARE  .... 
RESPONSIBLE ■ FOR  THE   SECURITY  OF   THE   CAMP.  SKETCH 

•  OF   CAMP         =  '  crtKi.-.   cr,o..»r.«cr,    Ccpar^teLY  .  „.  .."I^ 
r — 3.           I                5C-                                  A  LAO  REFUGEE   AT     ^  ^  '• 

NA  PHO  HEA5D  ON  2B   JULY  FRO.V  BOUNNt   SRAJAPHAK  AND 
PLA  M&JOR   SANoDN  THAT  MAJ  SAKGON  HAD  SECUP.EO  THE 
RELEASE  Or   TWO  U.S.    PWS  WHO  WERE   HELD  AT  SAVANNAKHET. 
MAJ  SANGON  WANTS  TO  TURN  OVER  THE  TWO  PWS    IN  RETURN 
FOR  RESETTLEMENT   IN  THE  U.S.   AND  SAID  THAT  Ht  PAID 
GOLD  WORTH  50.000  BAHT  TO  A  PAVN  AND  LP A  OFFICER  NEAR 
OANANG  WHERE  THE  PWS  HAD  BEEN  HELD  FOR  THEIR  RELEASE.  -  -t 

4.  '  VIET  REFUGEE  AT  NA  PHO.         5  c_         .  HAS 

*  REPORTED  THAT  HE  OBSERVED  TWO  CAUCASIAN  pkiSONERS  AT 
YEN  HA   PRISO.\.    PHU  YEN  (D.I   SON  LA   (P)    IN  JAN  84  WHEN 
HE  WENT  TO  VISIT  HIS  UNCLE  WHO  WAS  HELD  THERE. 
HEARD  FROM  HIS  UNCLE  THAT  THE  TWO  CAUCASIANS  WERc 
AMERICANS  AND  WERE   CAPTORED   IN   1972  WHEN  THEIR  E-52 
AIRCRAFT   WAS  SHOT  DOWN.      BOTH  OF    THE  MEN  SPOKE  FLUENT 
VIETNAMESE  ACCORDING  TC  THE  UNCLE. 


5.  LAO  REFUGEE  I  SC- 

CLAIMED  THAT   THEY    PERSONALLY  ME"  TWO 
AMtKjCANi  WHO  WERE   AT  DON  THIEU   (V)    {TE529e)  . 
SAITHANI    (D)   VIENTIANE    IP).      THE    TWO  WERE  CRc.l^EMBERS 
ON  AN  AIRCRAFT   SHOT    DOWN  NEAR  BAN  VANG  HUA  (TF4085) 
VANG  VIENG   (D.)   VIENTIANE    (P)    IN   1966.      BOTH  MEN  HAVE 
SINCE  BEEN  LIVING  WITH  tHE  HIVIONG .      *1  MAN  CALLED 
-MINDOLA-    (PHONETIC  NICKNAME)   WITH  TRUE    FIRST   NAME  OF 
•LEE-    (LNU).    CAUCASIAN.    REDDISH-BROWN  HAIR.  BEARD. 
OVER  SIX   FEET   TALL.    COLOR  OF   EYES  UNK.    BURN  SCARS  ON 
RIGHT   ARr.-..    THIN  BUILD  AND  VERY  WEAK.  MAN  CALLED 

-MINIS-   OR    "MIKIT-.    CAUCASIAN.    GREYING  R E 00 1 SH - BROWN 
h;aP.  BALD  ON  TO?.   APPRO/.   5  FES   E    INCHES   TALL.  COLORS 
OF    EYES  UNKNOWN.    PROTRUDING  STOMACH.    ONE  INCH 
DIAM-TER   E1RTH.V,ARK  ON  RIGHT   SIDE   OF   NECK   WITH  HAIR 
GROWING   FROM   n.    STRONGER   THAN  H ;   AND  ADLE    TO  WALK. 

6.  WE   WILL   ATTEMPT   TO  INTERVIEW  ALL  REFUGEES 
WHD  HiVt   REPORTED  FOR  MORE   DETAILED   IN.'ORf-'.AT  ION 
OUniNS  NEXT    TRIP    TC   Nt  PHO. 


ACTION  DIAC.)  (U.T.6.F) 

IN.-C      CJC;f/i)  J3(6)  NIDSd)  J«(4)  J5(2)   JS0A(5)  SECDEr;C.) 

SEC0£Fi9)  USD»(15)  AS3:PA('.)  USO^  :  OSAtI  «  )  DC-I(2)  . 
NM:C(:  I   DC(  1 )   AT-3(l)   DI0«1)  D£-2(  1)   05-21  1 )  -  \ 

DE-2C(1)  Dc-4D3(    )  D5-5D3(i  )  D3-GDi  1  )  DC-4A3{ I  fv« 
iSAri 


MCN«E43.:</0J.S9-        TOR  =  S-:2t-.'l032r        7  AD  =  C.i        ,  1 C; 


Gr  •  o-  • 
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DATE  DISTR.  'i^<\    mOi  19SS 


COMTBT:  VieT»UMmu{UM>/a«P«N 

SAJ:         INCMCSiUTXON  Of  ViriMMCSC  RCSZSTANCS  LEAOOt  VO  OAt 
((TON))  IN  T>«  KU  to  MtSCM.  HANOI:  FlOfr  RM  THE  . 
IMXTCD  NATIONU.  SeSZSTANCC  RCCBUXTXNS  AM3  TBAINXNS 
ACnvZTXCS  IN  THAI  RCFUBCC  CAM^:  VimUMESC 

tesisTANcc  RAOio  saoAocASTS 
ooz:        i9aa  .•  oectMSCR  mm  ~- 


SLMAAOT:    IMIOUOI  AT  IXAST  »U«0«  tM3.  VtCTNAMESC  SCSXSTAACC 
LCAOCR  VO  OAI  ((TON))  WAS  XNCAilCCBATCD  IN  THE  KU  tO  P«XSON  IN 

»«^i .  SRv.   Tx  raoNf  FOR  tx  united  natiomu.  resistaice 

•ECRUITEO  VOLLMTEERS  IN  TX  PtMAT  NIlOO*  REFUCEE  CA*».  THE 
SIKIEV  REFUGEE  CA*»  MO  THE  OeVOSK  REfUSEE  ■^TTOm.*  AU.  OF 
Ml(04  WERE  IN  THAILAK).     THE  OESISTAMCE  ORCANIZAnON  SKSNSOREO 
TWl'KMTH  TRAXNINS  COURSES  FOR  NEW  RECRUITS.     THE  RESISTANCE 
RAOXO  8ROAOC&STEO  FIVE  TIMES  OAILT  TMOUOI  AT  LEAST  FEBRUAAT 
•9«*.     TVOSE  8ROAOCASTS  WERE  RECEIVED  ST  USTENERS  IN  HCMC. 
OURtMS  «AMC-OEC£>eER  t9M.  RESXSTAfCC  SROAOCASTS  COULD  MJT  8E 
RECEIVED  IN  KMC. 

TEXT:      I.     TX  LEMJCR  OF  IX  -VIET  OUC  PARTY.  Fa»«R  ASm  OF 
TX  RCPueLIC  OF  VIETMAM  (AOVNl  COLCNCL  VO  0A(   ((TONI).  WAS 
iMLARCERArfO  IM  TX  KJA  to  WISON  IN  MAMJX .  SOCIALIST  REFU8LIC 
I  OF  VIETNAM  (SBV>.    THOauOl  Af  LEAST  MAS04  1983.     THAT  PRISON 

FACILITY  MAO  SEEN  USED  TO  INCAUCERATE  IMITCO  STATES  (U.S.) 

PmSONFOS  OF  W40.      (SCUflCC  CO^XNT: 

.  csuu)  Kor  poovioc  fuarxR  iNFORMArics*  on  roN-s  i»*«isaM«CNT 
Aecur  rMc  uSE  to  ••*<jch  rx  prison  facility  va$  put  T>«auo« 

.M*aCH   I9«3.  , 
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2.     TXe  FROMT  FOB  (MITED  ruTIONAt.  RESZSTAMCE  (njMl) 

(M&r  TRAM  ouoc  CIA  ncNS  Mur  iouNC  01IEN).  HEAOEO  Br  raoMeB 

4«VN  AOMtOAI.  KMMS  CO  ((MI»H)).  WAS  REPRESENrEO  Of  (fMJ)  ((KtM)) 
IN  BAMSCOC.  THAIUmo.  AM)  tN  THE  REFUGEE  C1»«>S  IN  THAXLAM). 
T»<RE  WERE.  IN  OECEWER  t9»4.  AT  LEAST  7X  VOUMTCERS  IN 
IX  PANAr  NIIOCM  REAJSEE  CAMP.  MO  HAO  JOINED  THE  RESISTANCE 
SURINS  !9SI  -  19M.     NGUYEN  M3MS  ((HA*M)).  ALSO  IMIWN  AS  (FMI) 
(tVen.  AMi  *S  HJ9X  ((HAD).  WAS  THE  Flt*l  REPAESENTArXVE  IN 
PAMAT  NtWOt.    MA»M  HAO  BEEN  A  FIRST  UEUTENAMT  WITM  THE  ARVN 

aiST  omsxoN.   tnu}  ((tbaod).  also  kmimi  as       mjox  bon- 

(THE  rCMBER  04).  UAS  A  SCCOrO  REPRESENTATIVE.    TVACM  HAD  BEEN 
.A  FIRST  UEUTENAMT  IN  TX  MATIQNAI.  POLICE  FORCE  IM2EB  T>C 
COVtaf*<Qtr  OF  THE  RCPUBLXC  Of  VIETNAM  (CVN).    THERE  WERE  NCARUr 

too  METERS  OF-T>C  FUA  IN  TX  OONCRUK  REFUGEE  •PLATRJHM-  TMKXJM 
AT  LEAST  OEC£*«ER  t9B«.  MAWr  HAD  JOIHED  DURING  l982-t9S«.  (FMI) 
((LOC)).  BORN  ABOUT  mt  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM.  WAS  THE  FIM) 
BEPRESENTATIVE  AT  THAT  FACILITY.  THlOUm  AT  LEAST  OECEMEB  19SA. 
SXKXEW  CAM>  HAD  ABOUT  tOO  FU«  MEMERS.  T>C  FUMt  REPSESENTATTVES 
IN  THAT  CAMP  WAS  NCUTEN-OItM  ((KU)).  BORN  ABOUT  1»S7  IN  SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM.  AK)  (FMi)  ((KiT)).  BORN  ABOUT  I9S0  IN  CENTRAL  VIETNAM. 
JAPANESE  PROFESSOR  (FMI)  ((BAN))  WAS  A  MAOS  FUA  SU>PORTER. 


3.     THE  FINI  SPONSORED  TW0-M3NTH  TRAINtNC  COURSES  FOB 
NEW  RECRUITS.    ONE  S^CH  COURSE  WAS  INITIATED  IN  LATE  NOVEWER 
1984.  A»0  HID  AN  EMIOLUOIT  OF  II  IMJIVIOUALS  FROM  SIKIEW  CAMP. 

FROM  00NG8UK.  PUIS  AN  AOOITIONAL  TWO  •VOLUNTEERS.  *  (FMJ) 
((TIEN)).  BORN  ABOUT  199S  IN  CENTRAL  Vin>UM.  H«0  COME  FROM 
♦OWAT  TO  EM.XST  IN  THE  fU«.    IFKI)  ((HtC)).  BOBN  ABOUT  t957. 

HAO  CONE  FROM  — ■Mffoa  THAT  SA*C  PU8>0SE. 

4.    OUONe  VAN  ((TU)).  A  SOUTHERN  BORN  FOIMEB  ARVN  FULL 
'COUNEL  t*0  HAO  SERVED  AS.OXtM  TUONS  PROVINCE'S  DEPUTT  CHIEF  OURXNB 
1973>t97S.  »CLO  A  POSXTXON  IN  THE  FUMI  AS  KtUTARr  COMAMXR  ' 
OF  A  -FIOfTINS  ZONE.-    HXS  ASSISTANT  WAS  (FMi)  ((Hir)).  BORN 
AaCXiT  I9S0  IN  CEMTRAL  VZETMM.    TfC  TRAINING  TEAM  RUMXNS  THE 
COURSE  CONSISTED  OP  (FMJl  ((K»C)).  BORN  ABOUT  t9SS  IN  SOUTHEBN 
VIETNAM:  (FMI)  ((PHJONB)).  BORN  ABOUT  t9S7  IN  SOUTHERN  VXCIMUt. 

AU3NS  WITH  HMB.  WAS  RESPOWIBtE  FOR  THE  POLXTZCAC  OONTOir      . . 
OF  THE  COURSE:  AAO  (FMif  ((BXM4)).  BOON  ABOUT  t9S9  IN  »MA  TRAN6. 
AM>  WAS  IN  OUaCE  OF  XNSTRUCTXON  CONCERNIMS  THE  HXSTORT  OF  T»« 
RESISTANCE.  OAILT  INSTRUCTION  BEGAN  AT  0800  KXJRS  AM)  LASTED 
tMTIL  1000  »«URS.  RESIMED  AT  1400  KJORS  AM)  CEASED  AT  ICOO  HOURS. 
FROM  1900  TO  3030  WURS.  THE  FU«  TRAINING  COURSE  ORGANIZED  _ 
A  DISCUSSION  SESSION  (TK)X  CXAN  THAO  LUAN.) 

9.    THE  FORCES  UOER  TU  OPERATED  IN  AN  AREA  COM>RISSD  OF  ' 

TVO  SECTORS.  OeSi(MATD~SlcfbR  183  AM)  184.    TWJ  CROUPS  (OOAN) 
WERE  ASSIGNED  OPERATIONS  IN  TVOSE  AREAS.     EACH  OSUR  WAS  COWRtSCD 
OF  ABOUT  »  SOUAOS.  OF  ABOUT  11  MEN  EA01. 
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«.    THE  RCSXSTAMCe  lUOXO  (OAt  PHAT  IHWM  W«NS  OaCN) 

ivrunckSTtD  rwt  times  cmm  oav  thsxjoi  at  least  ftBouun  im4; 

raOM  0800  TD  0600  KMS.  0900  TO  1000  MXJRS.  1900  TO  t300  HOURS. 
tCOO  TO  1700  »OWS.  AM}  3200  TD  2X0  HXMS.    TIC  aaOAOCASTS 
COULD  BE  »CMO  IN  KI  CMX  MfM  CITY  (HCMC).    XW  MAOCH  1M4.  THE 

aaoAocASTS  ceaso).  ua  mkrc  ^iood  up  acain  or  lxshners  in  mat 

THAT  TEAS  ON  41  METER  8AH1  fM  RAOIOS.  mw  OME  THOJM  AT  tXAST 
OCCD«eR  «9S4.  THE  S«S!STM«Z  RADIO  8R0<0CAStS-.MBRC  Htt. 

UP  B*    -  -  ■ 


WESTCOM,  PACFLT,  PACAF,  (S^BTENTHFLT. 
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DATE  DISTR.  MMCH  19SS 


OOMrar:  VtCTMMtm«ULMO/<W«N 

9Mji      iNCMeeaArtoN  »  vtnMMcsc  ksistmce  tuaa  %o  mi 
((TON)}  m  IX  ra4  to  MtsQN.  Hwoi:  nu€t  rm  ii«  . 

IMtTCD  MinOMM.  ICStSTMCK  KCRUfTINS  MO  TIAINtNB 
MTXVXTICS  W  TNftt  UTUBCC  CM^S:  VtCTNUCSC 


IMIQUM  AT  IXm  MM04  m3.  VtHNMCSC  RESISTMCC  ' 
LCAOCK  VO  041  ((TON))  ««S  INCAOCCIATeO  IN  THE  »«*  10  MtlSON  IN 

MMO(.  sav.   THE  raoMT  RM  n«  (Mtrco  natiomu.  rcsistmcc 
tccnutTco  voLUNrccits  in  thc  pmut  niwo*  scnisec  cm*,  tmc 
stKtew  ocnjccc  ou»  mo  the  ooNanuc  REfuscE  •nArraoN.*  «u.  or 
<MtOH  wc«E  IN  n«(u»o.  n«  vcsistmce  oacMiiZAnoN  sntsmat 
ry^twn*  nuiMNS  cdukscs  rai  mcw  recruits,   ihe  rcsxstmcc 

*«OI0  muoCASTEO  Five  HMES  OAILT  TVO0UO1  AT  U*ST  FEBOUUnr 

TKKE  aflOAOCASTS  UC»E  RECEIVED  8T  LISTENERS  M  KMC. 
OURINC  JIME-OECES«ER  l««4.  REStSTMCE  880A0CASTS  COUU)  NOT  BE 
RECEIVED  (N  KHC. 

TEXT:     I.     fHE  LEADER  OP  tXE  "VIET  OUC*  PARTY.  FORMER  aIbnt  OF 
fX  REPUOLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (ARVNI  COLCNCL  VO  OAl   ((TONII.  WAS 
(NCARCCRArED  IN  TXE  KU  LO  MISON  IN  HAMJt.  SOCIALIST  REPU8LIC 
OF  VIETNAM  (Savl.   THOOUOI  AT  LEAST  MAOO^  IM3.     TMaT  WtSON 
,  FACILITY  HAO  SC'N  USED  TO  tNCAaCERATE  LMITCO  STATES  (U.S.I 
PRISONFSS  OF  WAS.     (SOURCE  CO>*«CNr: 

.  C3uu>  mr  p«oviOE  ruan^eo  iNFORH*rio<  on  roN's  iM>«isaM4CNT 
*oa  Asour  rvt  use  to  -micm  the  prison  f.cility  vas  put  rxouoi 

.'>4AQCH   l»«3.  I 
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2.     TX  FBOMT  fOa  UNITED  NATttKM.  RCSISTANCC  (rUM) 
(MAT  TttAM  OUOC  CU  TVONS  MUT  IOU»C  CHtEN).  XAOEO  BY  FCKMCR 
A«VM  AOMtSAL  KSAMS  CO  ((MI»M)).  WAS  REPQESENTEO  BT  (fMJ>  ((KIM)) 
IM  OAMOCOC.  THAILWO.  AlO  IN  THE  REFUCEE  Ci^i  IN  THAZLMl. 
TMCRE  WERE.  IN  OECE>eElI  1M4.  AT  LEAST  2SO  VOUNrCERS  IN 
TX  ^ANAT  NII»0<  REfUSEE  C*MP.  WK)  MAO  JOINED  THE  RESISTANCE 
OWINS  1181  -  1994.     NCUTEN  KMC  ((HAM4)).  ALSO  WOUN  AS  ifHIi 
((VE)).  AAO  AS  HJOI  ((HAD).  WAS  THE  FUA  REPRESENTAnVE  IN 
PANAT  NIIM3M.     HAM«  HAO  BEEN  A  flRST  tlEUTEMMT  WITH  T»«  ARVN 
2tST  OtVISICM.     (fMI)  ((TBACH)).  ALSO  lOOWN  AS  'BON  »UOt  BON* 
(THE  M««ER  •**).  WAS  A  SECOrO  REPRESEwrATIVE.    TRA04  HAO  BEEN 
*  FIRST  UEUTENAMT  IN  T>«  NATICMAL  POLICE  TOBCE  UCiEB  T>« 
COVER^MENr  or  the  REPUBUC  of  VIETNAM  (CVN).    THERE  WERE  NEARLY 
100  METERS  OF'T>«  FUA  IN  IX  OONSRLK  REfUCEE  *PLATFOtlM«  TMIOUOI 
AT  LEAST  OECEWER  IMA.     MANT  HAO  JOINED  OURINB  1982' 19B4.  (FMJ) 

((LOC)).  BOON  Asour  mt  in  southern  Vietnam,  was  the  fua 

REPttESEMTATIVE  AT  THAT  FACILITY.     T>«iaXH  AT  LEAST  OCCEMER  19B4. 
SIKIEV  CAM>  HAO  ABOUT  100  FU«  MOeERS.     THE  FW«  REPRESEHTAnVES 
IN  THAT  CAMP  WAS  MZ/YEN-Oim  ((KU)).  BORN  AfiOUT  I9S7  IN  S0UT>«1M 
VIETNAM.  AAO  (FKI)  ((HTT)).  BORN  ASOUT   I9S0  IN  COmUXi.  VIETNAM. 
JAPANESE  PROFESSOR  (FMJ)  ((BAN))  WAS  A  MAJOR  FIM  SUPPORTER. 


3.     THE  FLMt  SPOreORED  TVO-KMTH  TRAINING  COURSES  FOR 
NEW  RECRUITS.     ONE  SpOl  COURSE  WAS  INITIATED  IN  LATE  KOVEWER 
t9»*.  AM)  HAO  AN  EMOLLMENT  OF  M   IfOIVIOUALS  FROM  SIKIEW  CAMP. 
TVJ  FROM  OONSRLK.  PLUS  AN  AOOITIONAL  TWO  -VOLUNTEERS.-  (FMJ) 
(CriEN)).  BORN  ABOUT  19»  IN  CENTRAL  VIETNAM.  HAO  COME  FROM 
NORWAY  TO  EM.IST  IN  THE  FUM.    jFfAJ)  ((KJNS)).  BORN  ABOUT  1857. 


4.     OUQNS  VAN  ((TU)}.  A  SOUTHERN  BORN  FORMER  ARVN  FULL 
COLONEL  WKl  HAO  SERVED  AS  DIMI  TUONS  PROVINCE'S  OEPUTT  CHIEF  OUONB 
1973- 197S.  HELD  A  POSIT7CM  IN  THE  FUMI  AS  MIUTABY  CDMMMJCR 
OF  A  •FIO<riNS  ZCWE.*    HIS  ASSISTANT  WAS  (FMJ)  {{HUT)).  BORN 
ABOUT  t9SO  IN  CENTRAL  VIETNAM.     TX  TRAININS  TEAM  RUMONS  THE 
COURSE  CONSISTED  OF  (FMJ)  ((KMS)}.  BORN  ABOUT  t9SS  IN  SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM:  (FNU)  ((PMJQNS)}.  BORN  ABOUT  19S7  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM. 
WHO.  ALONB  WITH  HMS.  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  POLITICAC  CONTENT 
OF  THE  COURSE:  AM)  (FMJ)  ((BIM1)).  BORN  ABOUT  1939  IN  M4A  TRANS. 
AM}  WAS  IN  OuaCE  OF  INSTRUCTION  CONCERNINS  T>€  HISTORT  OF  THE 
RESISTANCE.  OAILY  INSTRUCTION  BEGAN  AT  OBOO  KXJRS  AM)  LASTED 
IMTIL  1000  KXIRS.  RESUMED  AT  1400  KliRS  AM)  CEASED  AT  ICOO  KOURS. 
FROM  1900  TO  20X>  KXJRS.  T>€  n*«  TRAINING  COURSE  ORGANIZED  _ 
A  OISCUSSICM  SESSICM  (THOI  ClAN  THAO  LUAN.  ) 

S.     THE  FORCES  LNJER  TU  OPERATED  IN  AN  AREA  COM>RISED  OF  ' 

TM3  SECTORS.  OESICNATEO  SECTOR  183  AM)  184.     TVO  CROUPS  (OOAN) 
WERE  ASSICXED  OPERATIONS  IN  TMJSE  AREAS.     EACH  CROW  WAS  COM>RISED 
OF  ASOOr  30  SOUAOS.  OF  ABOUT  11  MEN  tAOi. 
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S.     n€  RCSISTAMCE  lUOIO  (OAI  PHAT  THtfi  WUNB  CHtEN) 
8II0A0CASTCD  FIVE  TIMES  EACH  OAY  TMUU01  AT  L£AST  FEBRUAJtr  t9C4: 
mOM  OSOO  TO  0600  KXIRS.  0900  TO  1000  HCXJRS.  1300  TO  1300  KXJRS. 
1600  TO  1700  K3URS.  AM)  2200  TO  2300  KXIRS.    TtC  BiSUOCASTS 
OOUU)  BC  HEAAO  IN  H)  CHI  MIM4  CITY  (HCMC).     IN  MAOCH  1M4.  THE 
aWOiOCASTS  CEASED.  «M>  WERE  PIOCEO  UP  AGAIN  ST  CXSTENERS  IN  MAY 
THAT  YEA«  ON  41  METER  BAM)  FM  RADIOS.    FRON  OME  TMIOUGH  AT  UAST 
0€CE»eER  1984.  THE  RESISTANCE  RADIO  BflOAOCASTS  WERE  NOT  PIOCGO 


usciNCPAc.  iFAc.  WESTCOM,  PACFLT,  PACAF.  COMSEVENTHFLT. 
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4: 

5t 

6: 

7l 

8* 
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Contacted: 
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SO 
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  Actions   
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850903  DC-2B  MURDER  BOARD 
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Origin  Code:  A 
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Polygraph  Category: 
Polygraph  Results: 

X  
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27 
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r.D  #  2 
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L2 
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lA 


341109  LEAGU  LTR«289FWD 
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Respectfully  sent  to  Mr.  American  Embassy, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  the  wife  of  SC  5d.       is  the  per-  - 

son  who  provided  you  gentleinen  some  information  on  American  prisoners  of  war 
in  Vietnam.' 

First  of  al,l  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  or  not  you  gentlemen  have  con- 
ducted any  search  based  on  the  information  from  my  husband.     On  behalf  of  my 
husband  I  "want  to  wish  you  much  good  luck  in  the  search  for  American  prisoners 
of  war  in  Vietnam. 

Dear  sir,  at  the  present  time  ray  family  is  encountering  a  great  difficulty. 
Certainly  you  have  heard  of  my  husband         ^C.  ■       through  the  press.  During 
our  stay  In  of  nearly  five  years,  our  family  has  tasted  all  sorts  of 

bitterness.    When  we  first  arrived  in  this  country  we  lived  in  the  5t> 

.  Si>  The  refugee  relief  council  there  did  not  cor- 

rectly follow  the  system  for- refugees  and  acted  contrary  to  what  it  had  told 
us  and  written  in  the  documents  it  issued  to  us  in  Hong  Kong.    Our  family  con- 
sists of  a  husband,  wife,  and  four  children.     But  each  month  we  received  a 
food  allowance  for  only  a  husband,  wife  and  two  children.    The  other  two 
children  did  not  receive  a  monthly  food  allowance.     When  roy  children  were  sick, 
the  doctor  did  not  give  them  medicine.     We  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Refugee  Relief 
Council  and  reconraended  that  it  properly  carry. out  The  system  for  refugees.  It 
not  only  did  not  listen  to  us;  it  even  threatened  us.    It  forced  us  to  move  into 
a  private  home,  and  it  had  a  number  of  hooligans  and  ruffians  harrass,  tease 
and  assault  my  daughter  and  then  placed  the  blame  on  us.    They  came  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night  to  ring  our  doorbell  and  threaten  us.    Whenever  we  left  our 
house,  they  used  hunting  dogs  to  block  our  path  and  provoke  a  fight.    We  recom-  ' 
mended  to  our  family  advisor  and  the  lady  Interpreter  that  they  intervene  and 
assist  us  in  this  matter.    But  they  did  not  give  us  any  assistance  and  only 
replied  that  their  country       A\>  is  a  free  country  and  everyone  has  the 

right  to  do  whatever  they  wish.      3b         has  one  large  party  group  which  has  an 
Intense  hatred  for  foreigners  who  live  in  its  country.     It  wants  to  drive  all 
foreigners  «uf  of  its  country.    Our  family  finally  recommended  to  our  advisor 
and  lady  Interpreter  that  they  assist  us  in  going  to  the  police  to  resolve  this 
matter.     They  said,  "You  have  not  yet  attacked  each  other  and  cause,d  bloodshed 
so  the  police  will  not  help  with  a  resolution,"  etc.  —  ^^^m^*^- 

On  5  August  1983  my  husband  took  the  dirty  clothes  to  the  laundry.  This 
group  of  hooligans  followed  him  and  threatened  him  and  wanted  to  gang  up  on 
him  and  attack  him  at  the  laundry.     During  a  moment  of  extreme  fear  my  husband 
went  mad  and  could  not  think  fast  enough,  and  he  defended  himself    and  resisted 
these  hooligans.     In  the  end,  he  inflicted  knife  wounds  on  four  of  them.  Now 
my  husband  Ls  being  detained  in         'Sh  The     6>k      people  are  charging 

him  with  attempted  murder  of  their  nationals.     Since  we  have  no  family  or  re- 
latives here  and  do  not  know  English       6>£^  we  are  encountering  a  great 
problem.     Consequently,  with  this  letter  that  I  am  venturing  to  send  to  you,  I 
want  to  Implore  you  gentlemen  to  take  pity  on  my  husband  in  a  spirit  of  humane- 
ness.    Do  not  betray  my  husband's  goodness  to  you  and  the  League  of  Families  of 
American  Prisoners  of  War.     I  earnestly  ask  that  you  gentlemen  help  us  by  inter- 
vening at  my  husband's  upcoming  trial  on  10  September  1985.     On  receiving  roy 
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letter t  I  hope  that  you  will  cake  a  bit  of  ciqie  to  respond  co  it  in  ViAnaaese. 
X  sincerely  thank  you  and  an  grateful  to  you.  Once  again,  we  wish  you  gent.le- 
■en  much  good  luck  in  the  search  for  American  prisoners  of  war  in  Vietnam.  . 


In  misery, 

9? 


My  address: 

S6D 
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return  to  RTS-2C3,  OIAC  E4-830  NLT      5)5  tN^-tv  ' 

COMMENT  III     EVALUATION  CRITIQUE/REMARKS: 
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to: 

United  States  Embassy 

First  let  roe  extend  my  best  wishes  to  you  and  give  my  warmest 
regards  to  the  Vietnamese-speaking  man  who  visited  me  several 
times  (^h  Dung)  .  v        .    ...  . 

The  unfortunate  incident  occurred  at  noon  on  August  5.     I  believe, 
you  already  are  familiar  with  some  of  the  circumstances  throii^h  ' 
the  newspapers.    I  am  now  in  prison  and  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  to  5t)  .  My  sentencing  is. 

coming  up.     I  hope  that  you,  as  a  member  of  the  U.S.  government 
can  intercede  on  my  behalf  before  the  Danish  authorities  to  secure 
my  early  release. 

In  the  name  of  hunan  rights,  please  help  me.     I  have  given  myself _ 
wholeheartedly  to  serving  the  U.S.  government.    Please  do  not 
betray  my  good  will.     Regarding  the  situation  of  the  U.S. 
P.O.W. 's,   I  believe  I  can  still  be  helpful  to  you. 

Presently,  me  and  my  family  have  fallen  on  bad  times.  My  wife  and 
young  daughter  presently  live  at:  6^ 

50  They  are  very  distressed  and 

isolated  and  need  help  and  comfort  from  good  hearted  people  to 
overcome  this  crisis.    I  beg  you  to  have  some  syoopathy  for  my 
family's  unfortu)iate  circumstances  and  help  my  wife  and  daughter  ' 
resolve  their  daily  problems  and  get  through  this  crisis.    I  will 
be  eternally  in  your  debt. 

I  am  still  healthy  in  mind  and  body  and  hope  you  will  visit  me. 
As  for  that  other  matter,  we  will  discuss  it  when  we  meet.     I  wish 
you  all  health  and  happiness. 

Sincerely, 


September  10,  1985 

s>x> 

My  wife's  address: 
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VIETIiAHESE  REFUGES  ATTACIB  SEVERAL  miPLE  taUH  BUTCHER  KNIFE  ATiD  AXE 


Three  adults' and  a  elx-year-old  girl  Mere  seriously  wounded  yesterday  wtieh  /■ 
a  i»0-year-old  Vietnamese  refligee/  Sc  .  with  residence  in.  St> 

50  .    .  .ran  anuck  axiaed  with  a  butcher  .knife  and  axe« 

B.T.  carried  the  following  report  about  the  dramatic  episode  which  took  place 
a  little  after  noon, yesterday: 

Anoed  with  a  butcher  axe.  in  one  hand  and  a  sharp^edged  knife  in  the  other  hand, 
he  strokk  at  everything  and  everybo^jr  .in  his  way*   '     .    .  - 

In  less  than  ten  .minutes  fow  people  were  brutally,  assaulted.  A  wodan  tried 
desperately  to  flee  from        5C         /  but  was  caught  up«  hit  .with  the  axe  and 
then  knifed.  ,  -  • 

A  father  and  his  daughter  were  terribly  maltreated.    The  father  used  his  own 
body  as  a  shield  to  save  the  girl, 

goxy  drama  ended  in  front  of  a  i^rill  bar  on  Holmbladsgade '38.  a  VMMIiyc^ld 

■  ■ 

woman  was  hit  with  the  butcher  axe  and  was  found  in  a  pool  of  blood*.  ^ 
The  man  with  the  butcher  weapons  was  arrested  by  a  police  squad  at  12.13  yesterday. 
The  tabloid  also  carried  drawings  (see  page  three)  with  the  drama  described 

point  by  poinb : 

(1 )  A  39-yea]>-old  woman,  Uho  is  the  mother  of  several  children,  was  hit  with  the 
axe  at  Prags  Boulevard.  Blood  flowed  from  the  wound,  and  the  terror-struck  woman  fled. 

(2)  The  vroman  stumbled  on  a  slope  near  the  community  center.  The  axe  man  went  for 
her  and  stuck  her  with  \,he  hitcher  knife. 


60-642  -  93  -  19 
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(3)  The' Tietla  then  aazagad  to  djrag  herself  to  the  lawn  nearby  and  dropped  in 
a.  Howerbed,  *     •  .« 

(4)  A  father  foxighb  .desperately  here   to  save  his  daughter  of  six.  Father  and 
daughter  were'Sxed  and/fcnifed  down*  \ 

(5)  HoLBhladsgade.^:  The  Vietnamese  aan*s  fourth  victim,  a  TO-year-old  wooan^ 
did  not  .notice  aqjrthiiig  until  she  was  <Iayii)g  in  a  pool  of  blood  on  the  sidewalk* 
Her.rigbt  ear  Mas  almost  cut  off,- • " 

^  (6).The  Daniac*s  oassaere  ended  bere«  At  the   streetcomer  of  LSneborggade  and 
.  ^^jBhladsgade  two  officers  f rca  a  police  riot  squad  got  the  safety  off  their  pistols 
^  ''to  shoot,  and  the  axe  maniac  .then .  siirrendered.  ..  ..  • 

•     •   '  <f%t''  • 

'Several  hours  later;* it  was  annotmced  from  the  hospitals  that  the  lives  of  the 
▼Ictias  were  not  in  danger  ansr^more  after  they  had  been  operated. 
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OkvlBdca..  f•^ 
Manfred  £ 


®-Hcr  alattcr 

hornet  ai  LQoeborr 
nule-UelmbUdscade 
InMua  orobeUeato 
platoler.  alakrer 
den  tor  k(  aliTde  -  *X 
euclver  ak 
KL  er  prr 


Flere  timer  •encrc 
meldcr  bospiUlerne: 
Ofrenc  er  efUr  opera- 
tion udcji  .(or  Uv»- 


t 

KL  er  lidt  over  12  mandag,  da  gik 

»«nam-nygtningen 

.  _    J,  g4r  amok  ved  el  nyt  txtiig- 

nipleks, .  Prags  Boulevard>Holm- 

itdsgade  p&  Amager. 

Bevaebnet  med  en  kedekse  i  den 

ie  hAnd  og  en  ckarp  kekkenkniv  i 

^  anden,  hugger  han  los  mod  alt  og 

le. 


PA  mindre  end  10  minutter  er  fire 
ofre  strakl  til  jorden  I  et  ufatteligt 
drama.  EIn  kvinde  prever  desoerat  at 
flygte  fra  ■  "nen 
bliver  ipdhentei,  nugget  ned  og  dol- 
ket  Enlfar  og  bans  datter  maltrakte- 
res  grufuldt.  Faderen  bruger  sin 
krop  som  levcnde  skjold  for  at  redde 
datteren. 


Det  bloddryppende  drama  sluttede 
ud  for  en  grill-bar,  Holmbladsgade 
58.  Her  enaer  en  kvinde.  70,  i  den 
silende  regn  i  en  blodpol,  strakt  tU. 
jorden  af  ekachug.  Kl.  12,13  anholder 
urobetiente  oksemanden. 

B.T.  8  tegner,  Erling  Nederlandj 
bar  tcgnet  dramaet. 

UES  MERE  SIDE  4  OG  6 
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TZCZCMJC292PRBZ39  - 
RE  ROMJIJC  ^  .  ' 

DB  RUEIJCS'#2917  S001229 
JtNT.      .        ~  ^ 
R  181430Z  85  ' 


LOG:  404  783 
23  JQL  3041 


CN:  17760 
CHRC:  DLO 
DIST:  DLO 


PH  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2//  » 
TO  RDMJNC/aSDLO  HONG  lONG  HI 
INFO  JUHQBPA/GDR  JCRC  BARBIRS  PT  HI 
RUMTBI/JCRC- LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
RUDKPNQ/USDAO  COPENHACBN  DA 
BT 

C-20,804/DC-2'" 

SUBJ:     flETNAMBSE  RE?UGEI.  $C 

R£F:     MSG  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGIOI  TH  310804Z  JAN  85  SAB  (NOTAL)        .  ^ 

HI?  WAS  REPLY  PROM  JCRC  ON  REQUEST  TO  LOCATE  REPUGEE  PILE  OP 
YIETNAMESE  RKPUGEE  SC_        j>  PRESENT  RESIDENT  OP  SX> 

3D      ,  WHO  IN  1984  PRlJVlDED  P^/'fllA  INPO  TO  THE  U.S.  THROOGH  THE 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OP  PW/MIA  PAMILIES.     AT  THE  TIME  OP  REQUEST  LITTLE 
DATA- WAS  KNOW  ABOUT  DC-2  HAS  SINCE  LEARNED  THAT  5c 

DEPARTED  TIETNAM  FROM  HAIPHONG  IN  MARCH  1979  AND  THAT  HE  REMAIiJED  -IN 
A  HONG  KONG  REPUGEE  CAMP  WTIL  HIS  1983  DEPARTURE  POR  DENMARK.  JCRC 
AND  DC-2  HATE  NO  RKORD  OP  5c  HATING  PROTIDED  PW/MIA  INFO  WHILE 
IN  REFUGEE  STATUS.       So  5b 


PAGE  02  RUEIJCS2917  .  / 

.  St5  REQUEST  TOU 

DETERMINE  IP    SC      ACTUALLY  PASSED  THROUGH  THE  REPUGEE  SYSTEM  IN 
HONG  KONG.     IP  REFUGEE  PILE  EXISTS,  REQUEST  COPY  BE  FORWARDED  TO  DIA 
ATTN:  AAJ 
•  C. 

20301-6111. 


BT 
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.-•.-r. DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY^  OUTGOING 

P/VGE    3  1  MSS    ^  105-1 

ROUTINE    --    CONFIDENTIAL    --    GENSER    MESSAGE    --     ie?9  CHARACTERS 
REFERENCE    FROM   DIA    WASHINGTON   DC/.OC-2//,        SSN    3^34    AT    12     16077  ; 
ROUTINE    ASSIGNED    BY    MSS:  "  ,  . 

SEAl       WEUL       ARCS  ^ 
PRINTER    AS5IGr!E0    BY  MSS: 

CO  I  5  (1  )  ■     DO  1  0  (1  )  . 
SUBJECT    ASSIGNED    BY  MSS: 

G9.     DG9,     DIA.     SEAl.     VVEUR,     REFUGEE.     RUEKJCS.     STAG  DA. 

VIETNAM.     DENMARi;,     SE    ASIA.     CURRENT    DATE  850729. 


DICTIONARY:     G9 .  PROFILE: 

I78    110    159    195325    3J23433454  08  636685 
SSr    933  957 
NMIC-AUTODIN   MSG  NUMBER: 

'2  I  5-I307  3  36  •  ^ 

CDSN  =  NSS863  MCN  =  85225/04365  TOR  =  8S22S1636  FTSTOR  =  852251657 
EZ0I: 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS   8434    2251636-  --RUEKDIC. 

ZNY 

EZ02: 

R    121607Z    AUG  85 

FM   DIA    WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 
TO   RUDKPNQ/USDAO   COPENHAGEN  DA 
INFO  RUHQBPA/CDR   J CRC   BARBERS   PT  HI 
RUMTBK/JCRC   LIAISON   BANGKOK  TH 

__ 

a4  /  /OC-2 

EZ03: 
EZ0-4: 

SUBJ:       VIETNAMESE    REFUGEE  5C 
EZ05: 

REF:  USDAO   COPENHAGEN    MSG   07  1115Z    AUG   85,  SAB 

I.  APPRECIATE    YOUR    TIJvlELY    NOTIFICATION    OF  t-'C  LATEST 

EXPLOITS  AND  WOULD  WFi  COME  ANY  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  YOU  MAY  OBTAIN 
CONCERNING  SC  CHARACTER    AND   CREDI B I L  I'V  Y.       WE    WERE    UNABLE  TO 

TO  DETECT    ANY    INDICATION   OF    HIS   BIZARRE    BEHAVIOR    DURING   OUR  RECENT 
ATTEMPT   TO   INTERVIEW  HIM. 
2. 


EZ06: 

ACTION   DC-2  (M  <D,  6.  7.  F) 

INFO        NMIC  (1)     AT-2C)     DB-3BP)  DIA<«) 
♦  SAFE 

TOTAL    COPIES    REQUIRED  1 

•8434 
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□1  01     lELbOTZ     AUG     AS  RR 


DIA  WASHINGTON  DC/ZDC-a// 
USDAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 
INFO  C»R  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

C-2Di^M7/l>C-2  .     -  - 

SUBJ:     VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  5c  _  / 

REF:       USDAO  COPENHAGEN  OSG  0711152  AUG  flS,  SAB 

1.  APPRECIATE  YOUR  TIHELY  NOTIFICATION  OF         5c    -  LATEST 

EXPLOITS  AND  UOULD  WELCOME  ANY  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  YOU  MAY  OBTAIN 
CONCERNING  £ic  CHARACTER  AND  CREDIBILITY.     UE  UERE  UNABLE  TO 

TO  PETECT  ANY  INDICATION  OF  HIS  BIZARRE  BEHAVIOR  DURING  OUR  RECENT 
ATTEMPT  TO  INTERVIEW  HIM. 

2-  ^»  . 


DIA/NMIC/DC-2 
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CEfWTRAL  REFERENCE  DIVISION 
RTS-2C3 


-DATE:  ^ 

TRANSUTION(S)  EVALUATION 


Reference:    DfAR  59-2,  "Translatibns-Servlces^'  * 

COMMENT  I       Date  Request  Received  in  RTS-2C3  <jZl  sS" 

Date  Translation  Contracted  tS 

Date  Translation  Returned  to  Requester  Mttg  TV 
Log  Number  (LN) 


COMMENT  II      Please  provide  an  evaluation  of  the  attached  translation(s)  and. 
return  to  RTS-2C3,  OIAC  E4-830  NLT       ^fg  ^fi9o^  gf  " 


COMMENT  III     EVALUATION  CRITIQUE/REMARKS: 


COMMENT  IV      The  requestor  of  a  translation  must  notify  RTS-2C3  immediately 
if  a  Contractor  accomplished  translation  is  not  acceptable. 

RTS-2C3  needs  concrete  reasons  why  the  product  is  not  

acceptable.    In  such  cases,  payment  will  be  stopped  until 
translation  is  reaccomplished  to  DIA's  satisfaction.  POC: 
Ms  Miriam  Harris,  373-3768. 


.^X^OISX.  ACKERMAN 

Chief,  Resource  Management  Section 
Requirements  and  Validation  Branch 
Central  Referene  Division 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON.  OTC.  2030I 

TRANSLATION 


RCQueSTER 

0C-2B 


TRANSLATOR'S  INITIAUS 

EL 


TRANSLATION  NUMBER 

LN  729-85 


DATE  COMPLETED 


F.NCLISI  TO  rR  NO. 


LANCUACE 

CHINESE/VIETNAMESE 


«EOCRAPMIC  AREA  (II  dllUntH  Inm  pimem  o4  puhllcmtlan)' 

NOT  KNOWN 


ENGLISH  TITLE  OF  TRANSLATION 

CHINESE-LETTER  FROM         5C  TO  U.S.  EMBASSY  IN 

5'1>  VIETNAMESE-LETTER  TO  THE  AMERICAN  EMBASSY 

AND  THE  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OF  POW/MIA  FAMILIES 


PACE  NOS.  TRANSLATED  FROM  OR'lC  Dob. 


FOREIGN  TITLE  OF  TRANSLATION 


DATE  AND  PLACE  OF  PUBLICATION 


TRANSLATION 


OIA  FORM  SSS  (6-72) 
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LN  729-85 


To:    The  United  States  Embassy  in  6t> 


Today,  April  11th,  I  received  your  letter  dated  March  8th  along  with 
one  fom.    What  do  the  letter  and  form  say?    I  don't  understand  English  or 
Danish.    Nor  can  I  ask  someone  to  translate  it  for  me. 

~  Regarding  the  situation  of'lT.S.  ^  'Australian  and  Laotian  P.O.W. 's: 
Can  we  make  an  appointment  to  talk  about  it?  We  will  need  an  American 
interpreter  vho  can  speak  Chinese,  or  better  yet,  Vietnamese. 

In  November  1984  (day?)  I  asked  your  embassy  to  help  me  send  a  letter. 
to  Washington  to  be  given  to  the  National  League  of  P.O.W. /M.I. A.  Families. 
I  explained  most  of  what  I  know  in  that  letter.    There  is  another  very 
iq>ortant  secret  matter,  regarding  the  P.O.W.  camps  which  I  did  not  mention 
in  my  letter. 

But  even  if  I  meet  with  your  embassy  personnel,  I  still  cannot  talk 
about  this  matter.    Please  accept  my  apology.    I  can  only  talk  about  it 
with  a  member  of  the  National  League  of  P.O.W. /M.I. A.  Families. 

In  order  to  help  speed  up  the  release  of  the.  P.O.W. *s,  I  hope  to  meet 
soon  with  a  member  of  the  National  League  of  P.O.V./M.I.A.  Families. 

I  send  you  my  best  regards. 

Sincerely,  - 


April  11,  1985 
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Respectfully  sent  Co  Che  American  Embassy  and  che  NaCional  League  of  POW/MIA 
Families, 

The  American  Prisoner  of  War  Issue:     In  my  cwo  leCCers  and  my  discussion 
Coday,  13  Xpril,  I  have  presenced  all  that  I  know  and  have  seen  concerning  che 
American  prisoner  of  war  sicuacion.     In  chis  leccer,  I  am  only  scacing- again 
whaC  I  know  and  have  said. already. 

~In  la'fe  September  1977,  cwo  of  my  friends  and  I  were  accompanying  Dr.  "N." 
Suddenly  we  arrived  aC  chis  American  prisoner  of  war  camp.     Dr.  "N"  enCered  che 
prison  caap,  and  che  Chree  of  us  sac  and  waiced  in  che  vehicle  aC  a  disc^ncC' 
of  about  30  meCers  from  the  fence...  We  saw  American  prisoners  of  war  sitting 
inside  the  campi  .andabao  and . Australian  prisoners?    who  had  just  reCurned  fronr 
a  work  detail,  about  20  prisoners  standing  in  a  line  double  file,  their  hands 
still  dirty  and  holding  work  tools. 

Around  1967  to  1972--I  can' t  remember  the  year  and  month — about  2000  to 
over  2100  hours  one  dark  night  I  witnessed  the  Hanoi  Government  taking  American 
prisoners  of  war,  their  hands  in  locks  ajid  locked '.together;  in  pairs,  from  the 
Hanoi  Grand  Opera  House  straight  down  Trang  Tien  Street.    The  line  of  these 
prisoners  locked  together  in  pairs  was  some  700  to  1,000  meters  long.    The  Hanoi 
Governnent  was  parading  them  through  the  streets.     If  you  ask  natives  of  Hanoi 
who  currently  are  refugees  living  in  the  United  Stages,  I  am  sure  that  theyrwill 
renenber  the  day,  aonth  and  year  of  this  incident. 

Airplane  crash  sites:    With  your  assistance  in  time,  means  and  finances, 
I  will  help  you  gentlemen  and  the  League  find  many  plane  crash  sites  quickly. 
I  specialised  in  netal%forking  (a  metalworker)  ,-.4U6ing  materials  from  dotmed 
aircraft.    I  made  buckets,  owterials  for  distilling  alcohol,  and  other  goods 
for  custoowrs.    The  customers  «rould  bring  me  metal  from  the  aircraft.    So  I  know 
laany  people  who  are  knowledgable  about  crash  sices.    I  have  many  friends,  or 
else  the  father(s)  of  friends,  vho  have  gone  to  these  crash  sites  and  brought 
back  material  from  aircraft  for  me  to  make  buckets,  items  for  distilling  alco- 
hol, etc.,  for  their  families.    If  you  gentlemen  give  me  the  means  for  contact- 
ing or  meeting  with  these  people  t^o  know  about  these  crash  sites,  I  will  help 
you  and  the  League  have  more  of  an  understanding  about  these  cra&b.^ic^s  soon. 


In  1967  four  of  my  friends  and  I  went  to  a  crash  site  which  was  about  40 
to  SO  kilometers  from  the  town  of  Son  La,  in  the  direction  of  Chieng  Co  Village. 

In  1967  and  1968,  a  number  of  friends  and  I  frequently  went  to  a  rock  cave 
where  we  saw  flight  suit(s)  from  an  Aoierican  plane  and  a  cockpic  seac  from  che 
aircrafc.    This  cave  was  abouc  IS  co  20  kilomecers  from  che  cown  of  Son  La,.  *ln 
the  direction  of  Thuan  Chau. 

Above  is  a  brief  account  of  what  I  know  and  have  seen  about  che  American 
prisoner  of  war  siCuaCion.    If  you  genclemen  and  che  League  need  Co  ask  me  any- 
thing further,  we  can  get  together  for  another  talk. 
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I  wish  you  gentleinen  and  the  League  health  and  happiness,  and  also  that 
you  are  soon  able  to  gather  much  information. 

Sincerely, 

Friend 

[illegible  signature] 
15  April  1985 


r 
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c  c    ••  ^^^^ 


SOURCE:  SC 

PRESENT  LOCATION;    Copenhagen  Denmark 

CLAIM:    To  have  seen  40-50  U.S  PWs  In  a  prison  camp  In  1977  In  an  area 
soutK  of  Yen  Bai  and  West  of  Kghla*  Lo  nihite  riding^  in  a  vehicle  with  the 
head  of  the  province  hospitals  and  the  daughter  of  the  assistant 
director  of  the  Nghia  Lo  hospital. 

STATUS  OF  ANALYSIS:    Source  was  interviewed  by      AfJ         froa  '^^ 
Mildenhall,  England  in  April  85.   The  source^s  sketch  and  verbal 
description  places  the  camp  at-Lien  Trai  II  (Son  La)  of  the  prison 
system  run  by  the  PAYN  Doan  776.   Reporting  from  former  inmates  held  at 
this  prison  system  indicate  that  no  Americans  were  detained  in  Lien  Trai 
II.   Former  inmates  indicate  that  the  only  American  in  the  system  was 

tl({fy€         /  who  Mais  a  low  echelon  member  of  the  staff  of  Lien 
Trai  I.    Information  on  hand  allows  for  sufficient  cause  to  evaluate  the 
account    Sc  presented  in  April  1985  as  a  fabrication.    However,  sc 
has  indicated  a  reluctance  to  candidly  discuss  his  knowledge  about  U.S. 
PWs  except  in  the  U.S.,  ostensibly  because  he  believes  it  would-be- more 
secure  in  the  U.S. 

OTHER  FACTORS: 

1.  St  has  given  no  indication  of  military  service  though  he  would 
have  been  of  prime  military^age  at  the  time  of  the  war.    Says  that  he 
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was  a  song  writer  and  member  of  a  song  and  dance  troupe  during  the 
height  of  the  war. 

2.  Claims-±o.  have  been  in  refugee- camp  -in- Hons  Kong  in  1979-80.  (Msg 
out  to  USDLO  Hong  Kong  to  locate  his  refugee  file).    No  rcord  of  his 
having  come  for-ward  with  PW/MIA  info  while  a  refugee. 

3.  claims  that  he  was  riding  in  a  vehicle  in  the  Son  La  area  fof 
"fun"  (as  reported  by  interviewer).   Although  his  sketches  reveal  a 
knowledge  of  the  area  and  the  location  of  Lien  Trai  II  (Son  La)  his 
reasons  for  being  in  this  remote  area  are  implausible. 

4.  has  voiced  from  the  beginning  an  obsession  with  security. 
Although  perhaps  not  applicable  in  this  case,  experience  with 
individuals  who  have  provided  fabricated  information,  shows  a  pattern  of 
concern  for  "security"  lest  other  Vietnamese  or  the  host  government 
discover  their  reporting  on  the  PW  issue. 

5.  Ct      obsession  for  security  coupled  with  his  abruptly  ending 
calling  short  meetings,  refusing  rides  offered  by  the  interviewer, 
refusing  to  come  to  the  embassy  for  meetings  and  insisting  on  certain 
meeting  times  may  represent  a  passive-aggressive  attempt  to  control  the 
meetings  which  may  indicate  at  best  a  difficult  and  uncooperative  source 
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and  at  worst  a  trained  intelligence  operative  Mho  tries  to  insure  his 
complete  control  over  all  contacts  and  attempts  to  obfuscate  and  evade  . 
at  will. 

6.  has  corresponded  with  Le  Thi  Anh  in  response  to  an  ad  in  a 

magazine  seeking  information  about  U.S.  PW/HIAs.   Also,  as  noted  above, 
5l    has  from  the  start  implied  that  he  was  reluctant  to  provide  full 
details  of  his  knowledge  about  U.S.  PW/MIAs  except  in  the  U.S.   To  not 
make  the  effort  to  bring  him  here  could  be  exploited  by  potential 
opertunists  as  failure  to  follow  up  on  ^<_^  's  sighting  information. 

T '     5^    speaks  only  Vietnamese  and  Chinese.   The  DAO  has  no 
Vietnamese/Chinese  language  capability. 

8.    Experience  has  shown  that  the  debrief ings  are  best  carried  out  in  an 
environment  in  which  DIA  can  minimize  source  control  over  meetings. 
Overseas  debriefing  increases  the  possibility  of  an  embarrassing 
incident  on  foreign  soil  and  reduces  USG  control  over  the  debrie^jVog 
schedule. 

RECOMMENDATION:    Although  DC-2  has  sufficient  information  to  judge 

5c     story  as  told  at  this  point  is  a  fabrication,  re-interview  and 
polygraph  of  this  source  be  should  accomplished  to  insure  that  we  do  not 


3 


587 


leave  any  stone  unturned  that  might  provide  additional  confirmatory 
information  as  to  the  nature  of  his  claims,  whether  true  or  fabricated. 


and-bbtain  his  written  agreertient  for 'interviews  and  polygraph 
examinations  in  the  U.S.    Use  of  a  trained  and  knowledgeable  DC-2 
interviewer  will  greatly  enhance  our  ability  to  respond  immediately  to 
ai\y  possible  questions  may  have.    Subsequently,    Sc    would  be 

brought  to  the  U.S.  for  the  interviews  and  polygraph.    The  DIA  _ 
representative  would  explain  to  S<L,   that  his  st^  in  the  U.S.  would  be 
solely  for  the  period  necessary  to  complete  the  interviews  and 
polygraph.  ^ 


Suggest  either 


Aaj 


to  speak  with 


\ 
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I  (.  fAliK  0003 

MSGMa      37  (PCX!)  •08/07/85»  •08: 10:56.0. 1» 

ZCZC    13:09:20Z  (PC)  - 
RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS5551  2191138-  -RUEALGX. 

R  O7II38Z  AUG  85 

FM  JCS  HASHIMGTOM  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  OTIIISZ  AUG  85  - 

FM  USDAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  RUSNNOA/HQUSEUCOM  VAIHINGEN  GE//ECJ2// 

RDEKJCS/DIA  HASHIHGTON  0C//At-2/7  ' 

RUMTBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  .     -  . 

RUDOVFA/6988  ESS  RAF  MILDENHALL  UK//DO// 

BI 

EZl:  — 

EZ2s  — 

SUBJECT:    VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  5C  --      •  . 

1.  LOCAL  MEDIA  CARRIED  REPORTS  ON  6  AUG  85  THAT 

VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  5c  ,  WHO  WAS  INTERVIEWED  - 

AT  THIS  DAO  DURING  THE  PERIOD  15-18  APRIL  85,  HAD  ON 

5  AUG  85  ATTACKED  AND  SERIOUSLY  WOUNDED  FOUR  PEOPLE  WITH 

A  BUTCHER  KNIFE  AND  AX  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  HIS  RESIDENCE. 

THE  INCIDENT  TOOK  PLACE  IN  A  PERIOD  OF  ApOUT  TEN  MINUTES 

DURING  WHICH  TIME  HE  INDISCRIMATELY  ATTACKED  THE  FOUR 

PASSERS  BY. 

2.  WAS  IMMEDIATELY  APPREHENDED  AND  IS  PRESENT- 
LY BEING  HELD  IN  A  COPENHAGEN  JAIL.    POLICE  WERE  INITIALLY  . 
UNABLE  TO  QUESTION  HIM  TO  DETERMINE  MOTIVE  BECAUSE  HE 

IS  UNABLE  TO  SPEAK  DANISH,  ENGLISH,  OR  OTHER  LANGUAGES 

COMMON  IN  THIS  AREA.    LATER,  THROUGH  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  A 

VIETNAMESE  TRANSLATOR,  IT  WAS  DETERMINED  THAT  HE  MADE  THE  -  . 

ATTACKS  IN  RETRIBUTION  FOR  ALLEGED  MALTREATMENT  OF  HIS 

CHILDREN  BY  DANISH  CHILDREN  AND  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  NOT  BEEN 

RECEIVING  THE  CORRECT  AMOUNT  OF  WELFARE  ASSISTANCE. 

REPORTS  STATED  THAT    5^   HAD  NOT  WORKED  SINCE  ARRIVING 

IN  DENKJ  RK  AND  HAD  RECEIVED  SOCIAL  WELFARE  THE  ENTIRE^  « 
TIME  FOR  HIMSELF  AND  HIS  FAMILY.  -  ~ 

3.  IF  ADDITIONAL  INFO  DESIRED  PLEASE  ADVISE. 


BT 

#5551 
NNNN 
MMDO 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  .  <• 

^       -  JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROlfriNE  ZYUW  RUEKJCS2917  2001229 

R  \B\kiOZ  JUL  85 

F«  OIA  WASHINGTON  0C//0C-2// 

TO      USOLO  HONG  KONG  HK 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

USDAO  COPENHAGEN  OA 

C-20,80l./DC-2 

SUBJ:    VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE 

REF:     MSG  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  31080l«Z  JAN  85  SAB.  (NOTAL) 

REF-WAS  R£PLY  FROM  JCRC  ON  REQUEST.  TO  LOCATE  REFUGEE  FILE  OF 
VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  5C  ,  PRESENT  RESIDENT  OF  COPENHAGEN 

DENMARK.  WHO  IN  19Blt  PROVIDED  PW/MIA  INFO  TO  THE  U.S.  THROUGH  THE 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OF  PW/MIA  FAMILIES.     AT  THE  TIME  OF  REQUEST  LITTLE 
DATA  WAS  KNOW  ABOUT  DC-2  HAS  SINCE  LEARNED  THAT  bC 

DEPARTED  VIETNAM  FROM  HAIPHONG  IN  MARCH  1979  AND  THAT  HE  REMAINED  IN 
A  HONG  KONG  REFUGEE  CAMP  UNTIL  HIS  I98O  DEPARTURE  FOR  DENMARK.  JCRC 
AND  DC-2  HAVE  NO  RECORD  OF  HAVING  PROVIDED  PW/MIA  INFO  WHILE 

IN  REFUGEE  STATUS.        SC.  St>  LAST  KNOWN 

ADDRESS  FOR  HIM  IN  VIETNAM  WAS  £b  REQUEST  YOU 

DETERMINE  IF  ACTUALLY  PASSED  THROUGH  THE  REFUGEE  SYSTEM  IN 

HONG  KONG.     IF  REFUGEE  FILE  EXISTS,  REQUEST  COPY  BE  FORWARDED  TO  DIA 

20301-6111.  ^'^ 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (0.6,7.8, F) 

INFO      V0(1)   AT- 2  (2)   AT-3(1)   0B-2(1)   DB-2B(1)  DB-3B(2) 
DIA(l4)  NMICd) 

+SAFE  r 

MCN'>8S20O/O346e       T0R=8520O/ 1 229Z       TAD=85200/ 1 2352  C0SN=MIA955 

-     -•  PAGE    t  OF  1 

181430Z  JUL 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
•'  JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUDKPNQI.93I  I96UI3 

R  I5I315Z  JUL  85 

Fn  USOAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 

TO      01  A  WASHINGTON  0C//DC-2// 

INFO  OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//AT-2// 

COPENHAGEN  DA  Ol»931 

SUBJECT:     REFUGEES  i>C 

REF:     YR  26I6I5Z  FEB85  _ 

1.  REF   INDICATED  POSSIBLE  DESIRE  TO  DEBRIEF 
AND  POLYGRAPH  SUBJ  INDIVIDUALS. 

2.  AS  WE  HAVE  NOT  RECEIVED  ANY  FEEDBACK  ON 
AM            INTERVIEW  OF      5c  .  CONDUCTED  I5-I8  APR  85, 

REQUEST  ADVISE   IF  YOU  ARE  STILL  INTERESTED  IN  PURSUING 
THIS  MATTER. 

3.  IRT  PARA  5  OF  REF,  EST  COST  FOR  TVL  IS 
$1.1»50  PER  INDIVIDUAL  R/T.     DAO  ESCORT  OFFICER  IS 
AVAILABLE   IF  DESIRED  BUT  NOT  CONSIDERED  ESSENTIAL  AS  LONG 
AS  INDIVIDUALS  ARE  MET  AT  US  ENTRY  POINT  BY  DIA  REP. 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U.6.7.8.F) 
INFO      CJCrW    J3{8)   NIDS(l)   ^UKU)   J5{2)   JSOA(l)  SECDEF:(1) 

SECDEF{9)    USOP(ll)   ASD:PA(1)   USDP :  DSAA  (I4)  NMIC(]) 

OS-lC(l)   JSI-liAd)   AT-2(2)   AT-IOO(I)   08-38  (2) 

DB-'4D3{1)  OIA(I) 
■f  SAFE  ;  ■ 

MCN'85 196/02786       T0R=85 1 96/ 1 439Z       TJkO=85 1 96/ 1 507Z  CDSN=MIA763 

PAGE    1   OF  1 
15015Z  JUL  85 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENcr 

WASHINGTON,  O.C.  20301-6III  ,  <r 


4   NOV  1985 
S-21,287/Y0-PH 

TO:  U.S.  Defense  Attache 

U.S.  Defense  Attache  Office 

SO 

SUBJECT:   Vletnanese  Refugee  SC 

1.  -      -  Refugee         5<l'    ~"  was  debriefed  In  April  1985  with  the 
assistance  of  your  office  and      /^M        ,  TDY  from  Mlldenhall,  England. 

><.    clalned  to  have  seen  20  or  aore  Aoerlcans  confined  at  a  prison  canp' 
near  the  town  of  Yen  Bal  In  North  Vietnam  In  1977.   VO-PW  has  concluded  the 
account  provided  by   Cc    Is  not  corroborated  by  other  Intelligence  ~  ■ 

infomatlon. 

2.  .  .    ,  Enclosed  for  your  Infomatlon  Is  a  copy  of  the  evaluation  of  the 

sighting.   Also  attached  Is  a  suonary  of  the  reporting  received  to  date 
concerning  the  canp  system  In  and  around  the  town  of  Yen  Bal.   These  reports  ^ 
Indicate  that  the  sole  American  at  the  camp  system  from  1975-79  was  former 

i  who  was  a  low-echelon  meidber  of  the  camp  staff  and 

not  a  prisoner. 

3.  Ue  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  to  your  office  for  the 
timely  and  effective  assistance  you  provided  In  the  Initial  contact  and 
subsequent  debriefing  of  the  source. 

4.  A/J 
FOR  THE  DIRECTOR: 


2  Enclosures 

1.  Evaluation  of 
Sighting 

2.  Summary  of  Reporting  of  Yen  "*  «i*mi«!h<>w 
Bal  Camp  System 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY- 

WASHINGTON.  D.C  20301-6111 


SOURCE  2638 
NORTH  VIETNAM 


Source  2638  reported  that  in  1977  he  observed  20  or  more  Americans  and 
Australians  confined  at  a  prison  camp  south  of  Yen  Bai  Town,  northern 
Vietnam,  about  130  kilometers  northwest  of  Hanoi.    Source  2638  provided 
a  detailed  sketch  depicting  the  camp  and  its  location.    The  location  was 
the -site  nf  a  group  of  reducatvon  camps  for  former  members  of  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces.    This  was  one  of  six  groups  of  camps 
established  In  this  region  in  1975-76,  and  was  administered  by  Group  776 
of  the  People's  Army  of  Vietnam.    The  camp  system  was  dismantled  during 
1978-79.    Scores  of  former  inmates  have  provided  proven  accurate 
Information  about  this  camp  system.    There  is  no  evidence  that  Americans 
or  Australians  were  detained  in  this  system. 

Although  the  polygraph  might  provide  Insights  regarding  this  source's 
motives,  DIA  has  sufficient  information  with  which  to  make  a  definitive 
assessment  of  the  Source's  information  without  the  use  of  the 
instrument.    In  any  event,  the  use  of  a  polygraph  is  a  moot  question  in 
that  the  Source  was  recently  jailed  for  assaulting  and  seriously 
injuring  several  neighbors  with  a  knife  and  ax. 

Source  2638' s  account  of  20  or  more  Americans  and' Australians  confined 
at  this  camp  south  of  Yen  Bai  Town  is  not  corroborated  by  other 
Intelligence  information. 
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CENfRAL  REFERENCE  DIVISION 
•REFERENCE  LIBRARY  BRANCH 


DATE:  ^   Mou  ^5 


TRANSLATION(S)  EVALUATION 

Reference  DIAR  59-2,  "Translation  Services" 

COMMENT  I      Date  Request  Received  in  RTS-2A2E         "I  OcJh 
Date  Translation.  Contracted  .  .  \L  QcJh 

Date  Translation  Returned  to  Requestor  L\  Wctv  *r<K 
Log. Number  (LN)  r)::>Py-'i<L> 


COMMENT  II 


Please  provide  an  evaluation  of  the  attached  translation(s)  and 
return  to  RTS-2A2E,  DI AC  D4-220  NLT       ^  D^.r  9,  n 


COMMENT  III    EVALUATION  CRITIQUE/REMARKS: 

(A)    ACCURACY  OF  TRANSLATION(S) : 


<B>«»EDKlNGi 


^GRAMMAR/SPELLING.  ETC.): 


(C)    PRESENTATION  OF  TRANSLATION(S)  (NEATNESS/QUALITY  OPi GRAPHS, 
CHARTS,  ILLUSTRATIONS.  ETC.): 


COMMENT  IV     The  requestor  of  a  translation  roust  notify  RTS-2A2E  inmediately 
~i-f  a  Contractor  accomplished  translation  is  not  acceptable. 
•  RTS-2A2E  needs  concrete  reasons  why  the  product  is  not 
acceptable.    In  such  cases,  payment  will  be  stopped  until 
the  translation  is  reaccomplished  to  DIA's  satisfaction. 
Point  of  contact:    Ms.  Miriam  H.  Harris.  373-37687         m  ikH*.. 


WILLIAM  E.  CRISLIP 
Chief,  Reference  Library  Branch 
Central  Reference  Division 
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DEPENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON.  □.  C.  2030I 

TRANSLATION 


DC-2B 


TRANSCATIOM  NUMBCII 

LN- 214-84 


OATC  COMPLCTCO 


KNCLItl  TO  in  MO. 


LANCUA6C 

VIETNAMESE 


CCOORAPHIC  AREA  (tl  MU;»mi  Ii9m  fU*»  ml  ^UUmtl-,) 


CNCLUN  1ITLC  or  TMANSLATION 

Vietnamese"  refugee  letter 


^ACC  NOS.  TKANlLATtO  FROM  ORJO  OOC. 

Full  translation 


rONCICN  TITLE  or  TNANStATION 


AUTNON  ISI 

11-9-84 

roneiON  title  or  document  fCMM<*l«  —>lr  UmlU»»ml  Uam  UtU  •/ 

^UaLltMCN 

Not  Shown 

DATE  AMD  PLACE  Or  PUBLICATION 

Denmark  11-9-84 

COMMCNTt 

No  Comments 

TNAMtLATION 


OU  FORM  SSI  («-72) 
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LN214-85 


—  From: 
11/19 


263  8?-: 


To:    National  League  of  the  POW/MIA  Families 

I  have  recently  read  the  thrilling  story  about  the  commando  action  by  a  " 
team  led  by  Lietuenant  Colonel  James  GRITZ  into  Laotian  territory  to  track 
down  American  POWs  still  held  captive  there,  and  I  have  also  read  about 
the  talk  by  Captain  at  the  Renkeley  College. . 

Dear  League  of  the  POW/MIA  Familites, 

I  am  a  modest  private  citizen  and  have  never  been  involved  in  oolitics. 
Nevertheless,  my  conscience  does  not  allow  me  to  keep  silent  and  not  share  _^ 
with  you  what  I  happen  to  have  come  across  by  pur  coincidence,  and  which  could 
be  of  some  help  In  bringing  some  light  on  the  issue  of  American  POWs,  for  whiclf- 
Lt.  Colonel  Gritz,  as  well  as  official  American  delegations  have  devoted  so 
much  time  and  money. 

Ladles  and  Gentlemen  of  the  League,  please  allow  me  to  state  categorically 
that  there  is  no  detention  camp  of  American  POWs  on  the  Laotian  territory.  Any 
pursuance  of  your  Investigation  and  search  efforts  for  American  POWs  on  Laotian 
soil  Is  a  complete  waste  of  mor^  and  pain  to  no  avail.    Indeed,  all  ^sizable 
fishes"  captured  as  POWs  by  the  Laotians  were  arfd  are  still  kept  In  Noirth 
Vietnam,  In  the  hands  of  Hanoi  Conmunlsts. 

A  second  matter  on  which  I  would  like  to  bring  some  clarifications  and  also 
expllcitatlon  Is  the  talk  of  Captain  Coffee  (at  Berkeley)  and  his  answers  to  _ 
questions.   Allow  me.  In  this  connection,  to  ask -for  the  foljowing  precision:-  - 
during  his  captivity  in  Vietnam,  Captain  Coffee  had  the  opportunity  to  be  part 
of  a  parade  of  thousands  of  American  POWs,  as  they  were  manacled  by  pair 
(Handcuffs  size  8)  then  marched  all  the  way  from  the  Great  Theater  Hall  of    -  . 
Hanoi  ta  the  Kham-Thlen  suburb.   Would  it  not  be  more  accurate  to  say  that  the 
Captain  wals  released  in  front  of  the  above  described  parade  of  thousands  of 
American  POWs? 

Hereafter  Is  what  I  have  personally  seen  and  heard:  in  September  1977  I    -«  . 
was  taking  a  ride,  together  with  2  other  prisoners  and  1  physician.^ At  the  can^b  ~ 
of  American  POWs,  only  the  physician.  Dr.  N.  was  allowed  to  enter, T!M  HtfHtayw- 
there  for  about  30  minutes.   The  three  of  us  prisoners,  meanwhile,  waited  In  the 
truck  parked  at  about  20  meters  of  the  barbed  wire  fence.    It  was  then  and  theri 
that  we  saw  the  American  POW,  who  were  sitting  down  on  the  ground  in  rows  of  10 
each.    The  Hanoi  Coimiunists  have  devised  there  the  following  arrangements:  they 
used  a  number  of  Laotian  POWs  to  serve  as  laborers  at  the  camp  of  American  POWs. 

As  for  the  location  and  a  map  of  the  camp  itself,  it  will  have  to  wait 
until  I  am  face  to  face  with  members  of  your  League  before  giving  you  more 
concrete  details.    Such  matters  cannot  and  should  be  confided  in  letters  or 
telephones. 

So,  once  again,  I  suggest  you  send  a  representative  to  see  me  here,  or  make 
arrangements  to  bring  me  to  you. 

r 
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.-•-^r-  LN214-85 

«•> 

With  all  my  wishes  for  your  well-being  and  an  early  realization  of  every 
hope  and  expectations  nurtured  by  you. 

Signed:  SC  1984-11-9 

l\y  address  is: 

P.S.    -  fiAM^ 


From:    -  _      S  C 
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ROUTINE 

R  251622Z  APR  85 

F«  DIA  WASHINGTON  0C//DC-2// 

TO      USOAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

HQ  USEUCOn  ECJ2  VAIHINGEN  GE 
6988TH  ESS  RAF  MILDENHALL  UK//00// 


ZYUW  RUEKJCS3399  nyoQi*!. 


JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 


L-20,l»l»7/DC-2 

SUBJ:    REFUGEE  '         ^  c 

REF:      USDAO  COPENHAGEN  MSG  ISUISZ  APR  85.  SUBJ:  hK} 
"INTERVrEVS  WITH  REFUGEE    "   — Sl  •  "  "  " 

1.  REFERENCE  PROVIDED  SUMMARY  OF  THE  DEBRIEFING  OF  VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEE  5C  CURRENTLY  A  RESIDENT  OF  OC-2  IS 
AWAITING  RECEIPT  OF  ALL  THE  MATERIALS  AND  INFORMATION  GATHERED  BY 

AM  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVING  AT  A  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  POSITION. 

THERE  ARE  SEVERAL  COMMENTS.  HOWEVER.  WHICH  CAN  BE  MADE  BASED  ON  HIS 
PRELIMINARY  REPORT. 

2.  SC  KNOWLEDGE  OF  CRASH  SITES  IS  NOT  UNUSUAL  NOR  IS  HIS 
CLAIM  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  THESE  SITES  WITH  THE  MONETARY  ASSISTANCE 
OF  THE  USG.     USG  POLICY  IS  TO  NOT  PAY  FOR  INFORMATION  DUE  TO  THE 
HUMANITARIAN  NATURE  OF  THE  PW/MIA  ISSUE.     AS  A  RULE  DIA/DC-2 
RtCOMMENDS  THAT  REFUGEES  SHOULD  REFRAIN  FROM  ATTEMPTING  TO  USE 
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  FRIENDS  AND  RELATIVES  IN  VIETNAM  FOR  THE 
PURPOSE  OF  OBTAINING  INFORMATION  ON  THESE  SITES.     AMONG  OTHER 
REASONS.  SRV  CENSORSHIP  PRACTICES  COULD  CAUSE  SUCH  CORRESPONDENCE 
TO  POSE  A  THREAT  TO  THE  ADDRESSEES  IN  THE  SRV.     DIA  WILL  GLADLY 
ACCEPT  ALL  INFORMATION  GIVEN  VOLUNTARILY  WITH  NO  PRECONDITION  WITH 
REFERENCE  TO  PAYMENT  OR  SPECIAL  FAVORS  IN  RESETTLPMEMT  TO  THE  U.S. 

3.  FINAL  DETERMINATION  WITH  RESPECT  TO  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE 
PRISON  FACILITY  DESCRIBED  BY  SOURCE  CAN  BE  MADE  ONLY  AFTER  RECEIPT 
OF  SOURCE'S  SKETCHES.     IT  APPEARS.  HOWEVER  THAT  THE  SOURCE  IS 
DESCRIBING  LIEN  TRAI   II    (AKA:     SON  LA).  A  PART  OF  A 
REEDUCATION/PRISON  SYSTEM  ADMINISTERED  BY  DOAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  ARMY 
OF  VIETNAM  (PAVN)  .     ( (FY"I  :     DOAN  776  ADMINISTERED  SIX  "LIEN  TRAI." 
OR  CAMP  GROUPS,  DISTRIBUTED  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA  OF  PRESENT  DAY  HOANG 
LIEN  SON   (FORMERLY  YEN  BAI  AND  SON  LA)  PROVINCE.     EACH  LIEN  TRAI 
CONTAINED  FROM  ABOUT  6  TO  U  CAMPS,  EACH  WITH  A  CAPACITY  OF  30  TO 
ABOUT  250  INMATES.    THE  INMATES  WERE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF 
VIETNAM  ARMED  FORCES  UNDERGOING  REEDUCATION.))     SCORES  OF  FORMER 
INMATES  HAVE  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS  PRISON  SYSTEM. 
RELIABLE  REPORTS  INDICATE  THAT  THE  SOLE  U.S.  SERVICEMAN  IN  THIS 
CAMP  SYSTEM  FROM  1975  -U  1979  WAS  FORMER  /VAAlc 

USMC.  WHO  RETURNED  TO* THE  U.S.   IN  EARLY  1979  AND  COURT  MARTI4IP0 
FOR  COLLABORATION  WITH  THE  ENEMY.     IN  ADDITION,  WE  FIND     ^.'r.  .  - 
DESCRIPTION  OF  HIS  REASON  FOR  VISITING  THE  CAMP  AREA  AND  TRAVEL  TO 
SUCH  A  REMOTE  AREA  IN  THE  COMPANY  HE  DESCRIBED  A  BIT  SUSPECT. 
i».  5C        BIOGRAPHIC  LEGEND.  REPORTING,  HIS  OBSESSION  ABOUT 

SECURITY,  AND  HINTS  AT  RESETTLEMENT  ASSISTANCE  ARE  CHARACTERISTIC 
OF  MANY  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  HAVE  APPROACHED  DIA  WITH  FALSE  INFORMATION 
ADDITIONAL  ANALYTICAL  COMMENT  WILL  FOLLOW  UPON  RECEIPT  OF 
DEBRIEFING  MATERIAL  FROM 

5.  APPRECIATE  SUPPORT  IN  THIS  MATTER  BY  ALL  CONCERNED, 
ESPECIALLY  TO        Af^  FOR  HIS  VIETNAMESE  LANGUAGE  DEBRIEF  AND 
EXCELLENT  SUMMARY  REPORT. 

6.  AV  -  . 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (D.6,7,F) 
INFO      NMIC(l)   V0(1)   AT-2  (2)   08-38(2)  DiA(l) 
+SAFE 

'  MCN°8S 117/00228       T0R=85 1 1 7/0040Z       TAD=85 1 1 7/0453Z  CDSN=MI1B66 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

ELECTRONIC  SECURITY  SQUADRON  (ESC) 
APO  NEW  YORK  091 27  -  6376 


MwecT:    Interviews  with  Refugee 


25  Apr  85 
(15  Apr  -  18  Apr  1985) 


to:    DUyDC-2B-  Afi  v         .    .  -  -  - 

1.  Although  almost  all  details  o£  my  interview  with  Sc  .  .'. 
were  included  in  the           OA-TA              181415Z  APR  85  message,  the  following 
observations/  recollections  might  be  helpful. 

2.  On  IS  Apr  85,  5C  arrived  at  the  6^TA  promptly 
at  1500  hours  as  had  been  previously  arranged  by  US  DAG  staff.  He  and  I  were 
introduced  by         AH              ,  who  then  left  us  and  returned  to  his-  office. 

3.  /      5C    and  I  privately  used  the  office  of  the  Army  Attache,  - 
fyli      .  for  our  discussion.    The  office  was  comfortable,  clean  and  quiet  with 

good  lighting.    I  closed  the  door  for  privacy.     I  began  by  telling     5c.  that 
the  embassy  requested  my  assistance  because  I  could  speak  Vietnamese.  He 
asked  if  I  could  speak  Chinese  and  I  told  him  "very  little." 

4.  ..     .  began  by  telling  me  that  he  had  seen  American  prisoners  of 
war  (FWs)  in  Vietnam  and  that  his  reasons  for  providing  information  were 
humanitarian  (Nhaan  daoj).    He  told  me  that  he  had  asked  to  speak  directly 

with  a  representative  of  the  National  League  of  PW/MIA  families.    He  asked  me  .  - 
what  questions  I  had  for  him,  but  told  me  that  the  information  he  had  was 
contained  in  a  letter  he  had  previously  written.    At  this  point,  I  had  not 
seen  that  letter,  and  I  told  him  so.    Several  times,  he  told  me  that  he  would  ^ 
prefer  to  talk  directly  with  a  representative  of  the  League  of  Families, 
however  I  sat  down  with  him  and  went  over  the  outline  of  questions  (biographic 
outline,  etc)  that  I  would  like  answered.    He  cooperated,  and  with  both,  of  us  .- 
making  notes  on  the  paper,  he  proceeded  to  answer  many  of  the  questions. 

— »i 

5.  '    During  this  session,  I  talked  with  you        /Oa**'cV    ._  •  .  - 
by  phone.    Your  advice  to  tell    Si.    that  he  had  asked  for  the  opporturi!i^Vo 
present  his  information,  and  that  this  was  the  opportunity,  proved  helpful. 

He  seemed  more  forthcoming  after  I  told  him  that,  that  the  U.S.  Government  was  > 
responsible  for  PW/MIAs,  and  that  the  League  of  Families  had  passed  his  letter 
to  the  U.S.  Government  for  assistance.    Also,  I  made  note  of  your  specific 
requests  and  obtained  as  much  of  the  information  as  I  could  in  the  amount -of 
time  available,     (incidentally,  I  never  did  tell    ic     that  as  a  matter  of 
policy,  the  U.S*  Government  will  not  grant  rewards  or  special  favors  for 
information.    The  reason  I  didn't  is  that  he  never  asked  for  anything,  and 
seemed  to  want  to  make  sure  that  I  knew  he  wasn't  asking  for  anything.  Thus, 
several  times  in  our  meetings,  he  reiterated  that  his  reasons  were 
humanitarian.)    As  we  were  running  out  of  time,  and  I  had  not  seen  the  letter 
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CC     referred  "5Ca,'  I  asked  him  to  write  the  infbrmatioo  again,  for  me  and 
bring  it  the  next  day.     He  promised  to  do  this.     At  this  session,  I 
a^ertained  that    SC      is  unemployed,  has  a  language  (Danish)   tutor  twice  a 
week  at  his  home,  and  that  he  was  tajcing  the  bus  (with  three  changes)  to  the 
embassy.     I  offered  to  have  a  car  pick  him  up  the  next  day,  but  he  refused, 
saying  that  would  be  too  much  trouble  for  us.     I  asked  him  to  come  to  the 
Embassy  the  following  morning,  but  he  insisted  on  1500  hours  for  our  meeting. 
He  departed  at  approximately  1730  hours. 

6.  On  16  April,     .s^     again  arrived  promptly  at  1500  hours"r  however  he 
said  he  had  to  leave  no  later  than  1630  hours  because  of  a  sick  child.  To 
this  session,  he  brought  the  letter  dated  15  Apr  85,  the  magazine  clipping  of 
the-Le  Thi  Anh  notice,  and  several- papers  (health  certificate  and  identity 
papers  from  Vietnam),  to  prove  who  he  was.     At  this  session,  we  clarified  what 
his  previous  occupations  were.    Apparently,  he  had  been  a  songwriter  with-a 
dance  troupe  from  1968  until  the  SINO-Vietnamese  rift,  after  which  he  was  no 
longer  allowed  to  work  at  this  because  he  was  a  resident  Chinese.     In  1973  he 
became  a  merchant  and  craftsman,  making  things  out  of  aircraft  metal.     He  — 
would  hammer  and  forge  metal  parts  into  useful  utensils.     According  to  him,  he 
was  well  known  in  North  Vietnam  and  could  always  catch  a  ride  with  people,  and 
as  a  result,  travelled  all  over.    Also,  as  a  result  of  dealing  with-people  who 
gathered  metal  from  crash  sites,  he  claims  to  know  many  people  with  knowledge 
of  those  sites.    He  provided  some  names  and  says  that  some  of  these  people  are 
in  the  U.S.  and  England,  but  he  doesn't  have  any  addresses.     Also  at  this 
session,     5  c_     told  me  that  he  just  heard  of  Le  Thi  Anh  through  her  notice  in 
Trang  Den  Magazine,  that  he  wrote  to  her  once,  and  that  he  received  one  letter 
in  reply.    Finally,  we  concluded  this  session  by  making  the  rough  sketch  of 
the  area  where  he  claims  to  have  seen  the  group  of  American  PWs  in  1977,  and 
he  departed  at  approximatley  1710  hours. 

7.  On  the  morning  of  17  April,  received  your  121415Z 
APR  85  message  and  had  me  called  to  read  it.    This  morning,  I  also  read  the 
letter  which    fjC     had  written  some  months  before.     I  then  proceeded  to 

$C      apartment  to  ask  him  to  come  with  me  to  the  U.S.  Embassy.     He  refused 
to  go  because  of  his  sick  child,  but  we  had  coffee  and  talked  in  his 
apartment.     I  was  there  from  about  1000  -  1100  hours.     Again,  he  showed  me 
documents  (health  certificate,  identity,  some  photographs,  etc.)  I  asked  if  I 
could  copy  those  on  the  Embassy  copier,  and  he  said  no.     He  also  showed  me  two 
or  three  sheets  of  songs  (words  and  music)  that  he  wrote,  and  some  personal 
photographs  he  had  brought  from  Vietnam,  but  none  of  any  apparent 
significance.     I  asked  about  any  association  with  the  Conmunity^o^  Free 
Vietnamese  in  Europe,  and  he  said  he  had  no  connection  with  them  or  fmftn***"*' 
anything  political.    We  also  talked  about  his  concern  for  safety,  and  I 
assured  him  that  we  would  keep  his  identity  secret.     He's  afraid  for  other 
Vietnamese  and  Chinese  in  Denmark  to  find  out  that  he  is  talking  to  us.     A  " 
letter  to  him  from  the  U.S.  Embassy  had  tape  on  the  back.     He  wanted  to  know 
if  Embassy  personnel  had  put  the  tape  on,  or  if  perhaps  the  letter  had  been 
opened  and  resealed.     Since  it  was  a  wide  tape  as  was  available  in  the 
Embassy,  I  told  him  I  thought  Embassy  personnel  had  applied  it.     He  said  he 
was  willing  to  be  interviewed  further,  but  would  feel  safer  in  the  U.S.  where 
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we  could  betcer  assure  him  safety.    ^  Chis  meeCing,  I  also  ascertained  %fhy  he 
Left  VieCoaa.    He  said  the  reasons  were  political,  not  economic.    He  feared 
that  he  might  be  used  as  cannon  fodder  in  a  war  with  China,  that  is  being 
forced  to  go  in  the  front  of  Vietnamese  forces  against  Chinese  forces. 

a.  At  this  meeting,  I  was  most  interested  in  any  details  of  the 
1977  sighting  of  Americans.    The  details  were  included  in  the  1814fSZ  Apr  85 
message  to  you,  however  the  following  may  be  of  interest.    I  was  rTsally 
curious  about  the  Australians  mentioned,  and  confirmed  that  he  really  meant 
Australians.    He  showed  me  the -countryon  a  map.     He  said  there  %rere  about 
twenty  Laotian  and  Australians,  just  back  from  a  work  detail.    He  said  he 
could  recognise  the  Laotians  himself,  and  that  his  friend  told  him  the.  tall 
ones  were  Australians.    I  asked  him  the  color  of  hair  of  the  Australinas  and 
he  said  black. 

(1)  As  for  the  Americans,  he  said  he  recognised  them  by.  Che 
colors  of  their  hair.    I  asked  what  color  and  he  said  brown.    In  reply  to  my 
questions,  he  said  none  wore  hats  and  that  he  couldn't  see  their  shoes.  .1 
asked  if  any  of  them  were  black  men  and  he  said  no.    He  said  theyiiad  all 
different  items  of  clothing,  not  similarly  dressed.    They  were  just  .sitting 
down  in  four  or  five  rows  of  about  ten  men  per  row.    Part  of  his  view  was 
blocked  by  buildings  located  between  him  and  the  men,  and  there  might  have 
been  more  rows  of  men  sitting  on  do«m  the  slope  of  the  ground  out  of  sight. 
In  other  words,  the  rows  covered  his  field  of  view,  but  there  may  have  been 
more  men  out  of  sight  to  the  right  side  and  in  the  area  blocked  by  the 
buildings. 

(2)  He  said  that  all  the  guards  he  saw  wore  civilian  clothes 
and  were  Thai  or  Huong.    He  didn't  see  any  uniformed  Vietnamese  soldiers.  He 
also  said  he  thought^  that  the  many  camps  of  South  Vietnamese  FWs  in  plain  view, 
from  the  road  were  located  there  to  camouflage  the  camp  containing  Americans. 

(3)  I  tried  to  obtain  information  on  the  people  with    ^C.  aC 
Chis  sighting.    All  details  that  I  got  were  in  the  18  April  message. 

(4)  .  As  to  why    S<-     was  at  the  PW  camp,  he  said  he  was  just 
along  for  the  ride,  for  fun. 

(5)  6c.  also  offered  the  opinion  that  ther.e'would  certainly 
not  be  any  FWs  left  in  Laos;  that  they  would  have  been  moved  to  VietSi8^!f¥*^kiiy 
existed. 

b.  In  concluding  this  meeting,  I  asked  to  prepare  a  more 
detailed  sketch  of  the  area  of  the  camp  where  the  Americans  were  seen.     I  also 
asked  him  to  list  for  me  a  history  of  his  former  residences  in  Vietnam.  L 
asked  if  he  could  bring  them  to  the  Embassy  the  next  morning,  but  he  asked  me 
to  come  to  his  apartment  instead.     I  promised  to  return  at  0900  the  next 
morning. 
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8.  I  arrived  at     <r        apartment  at  0900  hours  18  Apr  85.  As 
promised,  he  had  a  better  sketch  for  me.     He  did  not  give  me  a  history  of 
residences.    We  again  had  coffee  and  talked  for  about  thirty  minutes.  He 
showed  me  various  ways  to  write  his  name  (using  the  back  of  another  sketch  of 
the  PW  camp  area).     I  asked  to  keep  this  also,  and  he  agreed.    Again^  I 
clarified  how  many  Americans  he  had  seen,  and  I  made  some  notes  on  that  rough 
sketch.    This  was  sent  to  you.     I  told    jTc     that  I  would  send  all  of  my  notes 
to  Washington  for  review  and  that  I  did  not  know  what  further  action  would 
take  4)lace^.  He  told  me  that  he  «as  sure"  that  lie  could  help  us  find  a  lot  of 
information  on  crash  sites  if  we  could  put  him  in  contact  with  former 
acquaintances/customers  who  used  to  bring  aircraft  metal  to  him. 

9.  Personal  observations: 

a.  made  a  point  of  assuring  me  that  he  was  asking  nothing  in 
return  for  information,  that  he  was  providing  information  for  humanitarian 
reasons.    He  reiterated  this  several  times.  "~ 

b.  I  have  the  impression  that  if  wants  anything  special,  it 
is  to  be  put  into  contact  with  friends/acquaintances  from  Vietnam. 

c.  ..     .     I  felt  that    Sc.    did  not  want  me  to  have  a  list  of  his 
residences  in  Vietnam.    When  I  asked  for  this,  he  just  said  his  home  remained 
Haiphong,  while  he  travelled  many  places.    On  17  Apr,  I  asked  him  to  list 
residences  for  me  to  pick  up  on  18  April.    He  did  not  do  this. 

d.  £C     did  not  mind  me  coming  to  his  house,  but  he  fears  the 
telephone  and  he  fears  that  his  mail  will  be  opened.     I  belJLeve  he  would  agree 
to  further  interviews. 

e.  He  told  me  that  he  originally  applied,  from  the 

refugee  camp,  to  enter  the  U.S.     Because  his  wife  heard  that  they  would  be 
held  in  the        5D  for  several  months  on  the  way  and  she  would  not  agree 

to  this,  they  came  to     >D  instead. 

f.  During  the  16  April  meeting,    5C     asked  me  if  I  waul^i  buy  for 
him  a  Vietnamese-Chinese-English  dictionary,  or  if  that  wasn't  ^"^^  i  "^^ll^ifiVrr, 
a  Vietnamese-Chinese  dictionary,  or  a  Chinese-Vietnamese  dictionary.     He  tried 
to  give  me  Danish  money  for  this  prupose,  but  I,  of  course,  refused.     I  told 
him  that  I  did  not  know  if  one  was  available  but  that  I  would  try  Co  find  one 
to  send  for  him. 

g.  Although  .^N  introduced  us,   I  believe  Chat  Sc 
neither  unde«:stood  nor  knows  my  name.     I  never  showed  him  any  identif icaCion 
and  1  don't  believe  he  ever  saw  my  name  written  anywhere.     I  did  not  Cell  him 
that  I  was  in  the  military  and  I  .did  not  Cell  him  chaC  I  represenCed  any 
particular  agency  of  the  U.S.     I  Cold  him  ChaC  I  came  from  England,  ac  Che 
U.S.  Embassy's  requesC,   Co  speak  wich  him  in  Che  VieCnaroese  language.     I  did 
imply  that  I  represenCed  che  U.S.  Government  when  I  Cold  him  ChaC  Che  U.,S. 
GovernmenC  was  responsible  for  PW/MIA  personnel,   ChaC  he  had  asked  for  Che 
opporCunity  Co  give  such  inforraacion,  and  chaC  Chis  was  Che  opporCuniCy. 
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10.  This  is  the  extent  of  what  I  can  recall  to  add  to  the  details 
already  listed  in  the  18  April  message,  and  to  the  items  mailed  from  the  DAO 

5l)  I  trust  you  have  received  those  by  now.     This  will  be  my  final  - 

communication  unless  you  have  any  questions  which  I  will  gladly  answer.     I  was 
delighted  with  this  assignment  and  with  the  superb  assistance  and  helpfulness 
provided  "by  yourselves,  AV  /  the  personnel  of  U.S.- DAO 

11.  Thank  you  for  the  ppportunity  to -try  to  help  with  a  matter  that  is 
ind'eed  dear  to  my  own  heart. 


Regard  I 
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OF  THE  US6.=  US6  POLICY  IS  TO  NOT  PAY  FOR  INFORHATION  DUE  TO  THE  - 
HUttANITARlAN  NATURE  OF  THE  PU/HIA  ISSUE-     AS  A  RULE  l>IA/DC-2 
RECOnnENDS  THAT  REFUGEES  SHOULD  REFRAIN  FROM  ATTEHPTING  TO  USE 
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  FRIENDS  AND  RELATIVES  IN  VIETNAM  FOR  THE 

PURPOSE  OF  OBTAINING  INFORMATION  ON  THESE  SITES-     AHONG  OTHER  ! 

_     -  ,1 

REASONS  1  SRV  CENSORSHIP  PRACTICES  COULD  CAUSE  SUCH  CORRESPONDENCE  .  j 

TO  POSE  A  THREAT  TO  THE  ADDRESSEES  IN  THE  SRV.     DIA  WILL  GLADLY  ' 

•  -     ■  ■  ! 

ACCEPT  ALL  INFORMATION  GIVEN  VOLUNTARILY  WITH  NO  PRECONDITION  WITH-  j 
REFERENCE  TO  PAYMENT  OR  SPECIAL  FAVORS  IN  RESETTLEMENT  TO  THE  U-S- 
3-  FINAL  DETERMINATION  UITH  RESPECT  TO  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  j 

PRISON  FACILITY  DESCRIBED  BY  SOURCE  CAN  BE  MADE  ONLY  AFTER  RECEIPT  \ 
OF  SOURCE'S  SKETCHES-     IT  APPEARS-.  HOWEVER  THAT  THE  SOURCE  IS 
DESCRIBING  LIEN  TRAI  II  {AKA:     SON  LA>".  A  PART  OF  A  -  I 

REEDUCATION/PRISON  SYSTEM  ADMINISTERED  BY  DOAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  ARMY 
OF  VIETNAM  {PAVN>.     -C-CFYI:     DOAN  77b  ADMINISTERED  SIX  "LIEN  TRAI-." 
OR  CAMP  GROUPS-.  DISTRIBUTED  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA  OF  PRESENT  DAY  H0AN6 
LIEN  SON  -CFORMERLY  YEN  BAI  AND  SON  LA>  PROVINCE-     EACJi_LIEN  TRAI 
CONTAINED  FROM  ABOUT  b  TO  IM  CAMPS,  EACH  WITH  A  CAPACITY  ff'^to 
ABOUT  SSO  INMATES-     THE  INMATES  WERE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  ' 
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j  -         Jeni«f  frTESSAGc  FORM  j 

'!     03  03     -  ■—-•-r~^--'RR'£^"^  :  j         !  j 

;     VIETNAM  ARnED  FORCES  UNDERGOING  REEDUCATION • »     SCORES  OF  FORMER  j 

INMATES  HAVE  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS  PRISON  SYSTEM.           ~  i 

I 

'     RELIABLE  REPORTS  INDICATE  THAT  THE  SOLE  U.S.  SERVICEMAN  IN  THIS      .  j 

C7VMP  SYSTEM  FROM  1^75  to  ~L'!75.U AS  "FORMER                 »/<^Mc                     "  j 

USMC-.  WHO  RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S.  IN  EARLY  n7T  AND  COURT  MARTIALED-  j 

FOR  COLLABORATION  WITH  THE  ENEMY.     IN  ADDITION-.  UE  FIND            _     -  .  j 

DESCRIPTION  OF  HIS  REASON  FOR  VISITING  THE  CAMP  AREA  AND  TRAVEL  TO  \ 

SUCH  A  REMOTE  AREA  IN  THE  COMPANY  HE  DESCRIBED  A  BIT  ^SU-SPECT .  I 
M.                3C        BIOGRAPHIC  LEGEND-.  REPORTING-.  HIS  OBSESSION  ABOUt 
SECURITY-.  AND  HINTS  AT  RESETTLEMENT  ASSISTANCE  ARE  CHARACTERISTIC 

OF  MANY  INDIVIDUALS  UHO  HAVE  APPROACHES  DIA  UITH  FALSE  INFORMATION.  ' 
ADDITIONAL  ANALYTICAL  COMMENT  WILL  FOLLOW  UPON  RECEIPT  OF 

DEBRIEFING  MATERIAL  FROM  /r^'  .  —  : 
S.              APPRECIATE  SUPPORT  IN  THIS  MATTER  BY  ALL  CONCERNED-. 

ESPECIALLY  TO  A?'  FOR  HIS  VIETNAMESE  LANGUAGE  DEBRIEF  AND  -  i 
EXCELLENT  SUMMARY  REPORT. 


60-642  -  93  -  20 
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Translator's  notes. 


(1)  The  Vietnamese  word  "qua"  would  usually  be  translated  as  "through",  but  as" 
such  it  appears  to  be  a  non  sequitur.    Clearly,  the  author  is  setting  the  stage 
in  this  paragraph,  hence  my  choice  of  "reference"  vice  "throu^b"- 

(2)  Nha  Hat  Lon    Hanoi  is  translated  as  Grand    Hanoi  Theater.    Selection  of 
grand  vice  large  or  big  for  Vietnamese  word  "lon"  is  arbitrary. 

(3)  "The  Tiethamese  word  used"  is~* Bo  Tri"- which  usually  translates  as  "deploy";  - 
in  the  context  it  made  little  sense,  hence  my  choice  of  "Had  arranged  things" 
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To:    National  League  of  POW/MIA  Families 

Reference  (1)  the  shocking  news  of  the  January  1983  raid  into  Laos  to  find  American 
prisoners  by  Lt  Col  James  Gritz,  and  the  talk  of  Captain  Coffee  at  Berkeley  Universit 

Dear  National  League  of  POW:    As  a  commoner,  I  don't    like  to  participate  in 
politics,  bu^my  conscience  will  not  allow  me  to  keep  quiet,  regarding  itiformation 
about  American  prisoners,  which  I  accidentally  came  to  know. 

In  order  to'clarify  the  matter  of  American  prisoners  concerning  which  Lt  Col  Gritz 
and  American  delegations  have  wasted  so  much  time  and  resources  by  searching  for 
them  in  Laos,  I  would  like  to  let  you  know:    I  do  not  believe  that  there  are'any  *" 
prison  for  American  in  Laos.    If  you  continue  to  look  for  .American  prisoners  in 
Laos,  yout  efforts  will  be  like  pouring  water  into  the  sea.    However,  high  rank4jig  * 
Laotian  prisoners  are  still  being  kept  prisoner  in  North  VN,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Hanoi  Communists, 

Item  #2:    I  would  like  to  clarify  Captain  Coffee's  answer.    I  would  like  to'  ask  you 
a  question.    While  Captain  Coffeeras  a  prisoner  in  VN,  did  he  have  the. honor  of  _ 
participating  in  the  review  of  troops  alono  with  thousands  of  American  priosners, 
two  prisoners  shared  a  pair  of  #8  handcuffs,  two  in  a  row  and  walked  from  the 
"Grand  Hanoi  Theater"  (Nha  Hat  Lon  Hanoi)  (2)  to  the  Kham  Thien  section,  or  was 
Captain  Coffee  mercifully  released  before  the  large-scale  operation  involving 
thousands  of  American  prisoners  mentioned  above. 

My  eyes  saw,  my  ears  heard  the  true  situation.    On  September  1977,  I  and  two  other 
people  and  a  doctor.  Dr.- N  himself,  were  at  a  prison  camp  holding  Americans  for 
30  minutes;  3  of  us  were  waiting  in  the  car,  about  20  meters  from  the  barbed-wire  "* 
fence,  and  saw  very  clearly  the  Amercian  prisoners,  10  people  in  a  row  sat  on  the  - 
ground.    The  Hanoi  Communists  had  arranged  things  (3)  as  follows:    they  took  some 
Laotian  priosners  and  worked  them  miserably  in  the  American  prison... 

When  I  see  you,  I  will  describe  the  location  and  layout  of  the  American  prison 
in  more  detail. 

This  matter  cannot  be  presented  on  paper,  by  letter  or  on  the  phone. 

—1 

Once  again,  would  you  send  a  representative  to  see  me  or  create  an  oppcjgjmy^^ 

for  me  to  come  to  see  you.  *  •=; 

I  wish  your  organization  v/ell  ,  speeding  attainment  of  your  goals. 


Address:  Sc.  1984-11-9 
Denmark 


PS:         -DAMt  already  has  my  address 
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LN  106-85  y  . 

By  now  you^^^mJ  joui  fajiitty  have  probably  arrived  in  England.  My  faaily 
and  I  wish  you^the  best  of  health. 

X  *i  youg  eagllee^  "•^Ji/S^fe.^i'* »  P^^s^  write  or  telephone  to 
sister)  about  the  f aaily*^  at^^^adOrma  i 

Mni^  —  ■  ■  ■ ' 

Tell  her/to  be  extrenely  careful  in  sending  medicinesWe  Vietnany  otherwise^, 
it  WOT**  ^  liai^'^oj|t>  to  the  Jjijjg^of  the  patient*f  ^ 

Sunmer,  Tear  of  the  ^  ' 
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LN  106-85 

London,  Octobef  7,  1983 

Dear 

Attached  is  a  letter  to  me  from    s<,     in  Vietnam  as  a  proof  for  your  trust. 

55     and  I  were  fellow  Inmates  In  communist  reeducation  camps  in  Vietnam. 
5S     was"  a-serious  and  intelligent  man  with  a  terrific  memory.  In  the  reeducation- 
camp,  we  clandestinelystudied  palm  reading  and  horoscope  together  to  forget  about 
hunger  and  sufferings.  I  was  lucky  to  be  released  before  .  after  spending  6 

years  in  reeducation,  and  survived  with  the  support  from  my  mother  and  sister  in 
London.  In -the  meantime,  -had'^ta  drive  a  pedicab  from,  dusk  to  dawn  to  earn 

20  to  30  plasters  In  communist  currency.  Under  the  Inhuman  communist  regime,  all 
the  people,  especially  those  released  from  reeducation  camps,  must  suffer  and  live. 
In  an  Impass  without  a  future.  My  family  and  I  were  allowed  to  emigrate  to  England" 
but  I  can  never  forget  my  friends  who  remain  in  Vietnam.  Before  my  departure, 

entrusted  me  with  a  "mission".  I  am  trying  today  to  fulfill  it  l>y  writing 
to  you  with  the  hope  that  you  could  save     55  family. 

By  chance,     55>       family  and  another  family  found  the  remains  of  a  U.S. 
serviceman  in  VletBam.  I  did  not  ask  if  an  identification  tag  was  also  found 
with  the  remains,  but    55    was  lOO^  sure  that  the  remains  belonged  to  an  Amer- 
ican. According  to    S5>  »  only  his  family  and  another  family  know  about  this. 
Of  course,  it  must  be  kept  secret  because  if  the  communist  authorities  find 
out  about  it  both  families  will  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  In  reeducation 
camps. 

55    asked  you  to  keep  this*  secret  and  only  contact  and  request  the 
a^ncy  in  charge  of  finding  the  remains  of  U.S.  servicemen  to  help  his  and  the 
other  family  to  resettle  in  the  U.S.  (Please  ask  the  U.S.  government  to  withhold 
the  Identity  of  both  families).  In  my  opinion,  this  problem  is  quite  complicated 
but  the  lives  of  the  people  In  Vietnam  would  be  in  immediate  danger  if  their 
identity  Is  disclosed. 

I  think  you  should  contact    5^    for  more  details  before  proceeding. 

By  this  deed  you  not  only  render  a  service  to  the  family  which  had  lost 
a  member  in  the  Vietnam  war  but  also  help  family  escape  from  the 

communist  regime,  I  am  sure  that     65      family  will  never  forget  what  you  do 
for  them, 

—        May  God  bless  you  and  your  family.   . 

Please  reply  to  me  to  the  address  on  the  envelope.  mfciiiux*....  - 

Slncerdly, 
(Signature  illegible) 
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LN106-85 


dpoTi  roarllng  the  sensational  news  about  the  Januaxy^l^^  ^MrJLao^Mban 
conducted  by  troops  under  Lleutenat-Colonel  Jeimes  Grltz/aund  ^'^.^f'^'^^the 


•JY^^  have  knowledge  of  this  question  by  chance,  I  wish  to  shed  some  light  on  the  j;^ 

FOW'8  In  Laos  for  whom  LTC  Grltz  and  various  U.S.  parties  searched  la  vain. 

I  do  not  believe  there  are  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  In  Laos.  Any  further  effort-  -'- 
**"     to  search  for  them  would  be  a  waste  because  even  Laotian  x^^lsoners  who 

formerly  held  high  positions  are  being  detained  in  North  Vietnam  hy  Hanoi 

communists. 

The  second  question  is  about  Captain  '''^'^v  .  1  would  like  to  ask  one 
question!  While  being  held  as  a  prisoner  In  Vietnam,  was  Captain  Coffee, 
among  the  thousands  of  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  paraded  in  handcuffs  from  the 
Hanoi  Opera  House  to  Kham  Thien  street... or  was  he  released  before  the  parade  - 
took  place  ? 

In  September  1977,  with  2  other  men  and  a  Vietnamese  doctor  I  entered 
a  camp  for  U.S.  POtf's  for  about  30  minutes.  Waiting  in  a  car  parked  approxi- 
mately 20  meten  from  the  barbed  wire  fence,  we  saw  clearly  the  U.S.  POW's 
sitting  en  the  ground  in  rows  of  ten.  Laotian  prisoners  were  forced  to  work 
in  this  camp. 

The  location  of  this  camp  will  be  disclosed  to  you  when  we  meet.  This 
cannot  be  discussed  by  mail  or  over  the  telephone.  Please  send  a  representative 
to  meet  me  or  arrange  a  trip  for  me  to  see  you. 


Best  wishes. 


Signed  t  <c 


Address t 


1984^-11-9 


5D 


P.S.        NAAnt.  has  my  address  and  ^olephoBe-number. 
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T  DEFUSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY      ^'r^  :.  l  -l':'. 


TO:         A«.;/:U.S.  Defense  Attache  Office 


'^yri:^^:-  :  r\^-f^Pmericin  Embassy  ,  -^^^^"^^ 

SUBJECT:  iSj'^efugee   '     '^c  ^  — '  'r^:^^ 

:^^^Sii^References:-  -'a'/^-DIA/DC-2  M^^  1315372  Dec" 84,  SAB  '  ::^iS^g?5i6^J^;^'V^^ 

.U*<i^*N-^--.-";b .    DIA/DC-2  Msg  301707Z  Jan  85,  SAB     "Jr  '     V  1 

* ^i-iJ^^^c^^T-'"' *^V.  c. ..  USDAD  Copenhagen  Msg  3114202  Jan  85,. SAB  ^^^s^:.;^,^^-^.^:^,^: 

>v*iS^-r»I^S^7<^*?^'-''- ••  ••  ■•'•'"if  tV?-.- ?-S^r^  •  ■•  j^r--.^      -  -v^^^^^         "  '.^^ 

1.    Enclosed  for  your  "information  and  retention  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  froa 
'-"i-'--         ^c.  forwarded  to  the  National  League  of  POW/MIA  Families  by  the  — - 

^:<si  y.iVf  consular  section  of  the  American  Embassy  Copenhagen  in  November  1984.  -  Also 
*     Vf;  - attached  is  a  translation  of     5c;     letter.   --  -  -  -^^^^^^^^  ,vr:\.:  '-z^ 

* '2.    Point  of  contact  at  . .  Mg  '-'S"'^' 

"   FOR  THE  DIRECTOR:  -i^^I^^p-  ': 


'     3  Enclosures  ~  f-i^j"<^ 
.1.    Letter  from  SC. 

•  jr.- t^f.-d  •  9  Nov  84  "     r  r-ix.  -  --^/ 

.:*'^'-^'?'t.V2.    Translation  of  letter  of 

•  . 

3.    Copies  of  envelope  faces  ^-"^ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RU0KPNQO776  0312026 

R  3n'«29Z  JAN  85 

FM  USDAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 

TO      DIA  WASHINGTON  0C//DC-2// 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

SECSTATE  WASHDC//EAP/VLK/CA/OCS/EMR// 
CIA  WASHDC//DDO/EA/VKL//  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

UNCLAS  COPENHAGEN  DA  00776 

SUBJECT:    VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE  ^t, 

REF:    A.    DrA/DC-2    301707Z  JAN85  ^  "  ' 

B.     DIA/OC-2     I3I537Z.  OECS/i 

1.     IRT  REF  A,  EFFORTS  TO  CONTACT  AND  INTERVIEW  SUBJ 
-ONGOING.    FY  I  WE  ARE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  LTR  ALLUDED  TO 
IN  REF  B  WHICH  WAS  SENT  TO  AMEMB  COPENHAGEN.    WE  WILL 
KEEP  ALCON  ADVISED  AS  CASE  DEVELOPS. 
BT 


65 

ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U,P.6,7,8,F) 
INFO      CJClW  J3(8)   NIDS(l)   Jl.(l»)   J5(2)  JSOA(l)  SECDEF:(1) 
SECDEF(9)   USDP(ll)   ASD:PA(1)   USDP: DSAA  (J*)  CAO(l) 
NMIC(l)   AT(1)   AT-2(2)   AT-3(1)   AT-IOD(l)  010(1) 
DE-2(1)   DB-2(1)   0B-2C(1)   DB-3B(2)  DB-1.D3(1) 
DB-5D3(1)   DIA(l)  DC-1«A3(1) 
+USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
+SAFE  r* 

MCN«8503l/07207       TOR-B503 1 /2 1 102       T A0-8503 1 /2 1 232  CDSN=MIA112 

PAGE    1  OF  1 

*  311429Z  JAN 
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JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


0TG/DcL£A5ER  TIME 


PRCCCOENCE 


□i  pi  [joi707z_'_ja'n  J  as  i:RR  r 


MESSAGE  HANO  JNG  INSTRuCTtONS 


rrtOM:DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//I>C-2// 
TOiUSDAO  COPENHAGEN  DA 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT_HI  

JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC/ZEAP/VLK/CA/OCS/EMR// 
-         CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DDO/EA/VKL// " 
AnEHB  VIENTIANE  LA 


I 

'u-2a-.132/l>C-2 

jSUBJ:     VIETNAHESE  REFUGEE  HAMc 

t     «■  » 

;REF:       DIA/DC-2  MSG  131S37Z  DEC  SM,  SAB 

4 

;RE(2UEST  status  of  your  EFFORTS  TO  CONTACT  AND  INTERVIEW  !Cf[f^6 


DIA/NniC/DC-2/VO 


Aw 
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R  1315372  DEC  S4 
FN  OIA  WASHIDGTOII  K//K-V/ 
TO    USOAO  COftNfUGEN  OA 
UFO  JCRC  LIAISOM  BANGtOK  TH 


lYW  ni»JCS9S06  3482242 


COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  OC//EAP/VL(/CA/aS/EHR// 

CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DOO/EAmL//   AMEHB  VIENTIANE  LA 


TRAVEL  RELATED  COSTS  TO  INCLUDE  HEALS  AND  LODGING.  ADDITIONALLY 
WE  ARE  PREPARED  T&  REIMBURSE  SOURCE  FOR  WAGES  LOST  AS  A  RESULT  OE 
THE  TIHE  SPENT  IN  DEBRIEFING.    SHOULD  YOUR  OFFICE  INCUR  TRAVEL 
RELATED  COSTS.  WE  WILL  REIMBURSE.   ADVISE  IF  FUND  CITE  NEEDED  AND 
PROVIDED  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES. 
5  /i.'v-l£. 


S-21.046/0C-2 

suBjrn:  vinNAtttSE  refugee 

1  REQUEST  YOUR  OFFICE  COKTAa  VinNANESE  REFUGEE  X 

6C-      PRESENT  RESIDENT  OF  COPENHAGEN,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
OEBRIEFINB  HW  FOR  UJ.  PV/NIA  INFOfBUTION.    6i.   .WROICJO  THE 
MTIONAL  LEAGUE  OfPOi/HU  FAMILIES  THROUGH  TXE  AHEiO  COPENHAGEN  ON 
9  NOV  »4  INDICATING  THAT  HE.  ALONG  WITH  THREE  FRIENDS.  SPENT  3D 
MINUTES  INSIDE  A  CAMP  FOR  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN  VIETNAM.  DURING 
THIS  PERIOD  HE  CUIMS  TO  HAVE  SEEN  ID  AMERICANS  SIHING  ON  THE 
■CROUND.  ALSO  IN  THE  CAMP  WERE  A  NIWBER  OF  LAO  PRISONERS  WHO  WERE 
MADE  TO  WORI  THERE  (NFI).  REFUSED  TO  PROVIDE  OHAILS  III  HIS 

LETTER  AH)  INDICATED  THAT  HE  DID  NOT  WISH  TO  DISCUSS  THE  HAHER  ON  , 
THE  PHONE.         .  REigOESTEO  THAT  THE  LEAGUE  SEND  A  REPRESENTATIVE  y 
OR  FIND  A  WAT  IN  WHICH  HE    /C,  COUU)  CONE  TO  THE  LEAGUE.  THE 
LEAGtiF  PA.UED   iTC     COBRFUNMOEHCE  TO  OIA  FOR  AQION. 

2.  J)  IN  THAT         PROVIDES  FEW  DHAILS  IN  HIS  LETTER. 
REQUEST  DEBRIEFING  CONCEHTRAH  ON  THE  FaiOUIHG: 

A.  BIOGRAPHIC  DATA  ON         TO  INCLUDE  DP06. 
SCH0XIH6.  NILHARY  SERVICE.  ALIASES.  FAMILY  MEMBERS.  NORl  HISTORY. 
UNGUAGES  SPOKEN  (INDICATE  DEGREES  OF  FLUEHa).  PLACES  OF  RESIDENCE 
n  VIETNAM.  DATE  AND  MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  FROM  VIETNAM.  REFUGEE  CAMPS  IN 
MHICH  HE  RFSTnFD  AM)  INCLUSIVE  DATES  OF  STAYS  IN  EACH. 

B.  NAMES  OF  INDIVIDUALS  ACCOMPANYING  HIM  AT  THE 
TINE  OF  THE  SieHTIMG  AND  REASON  FOR  VISniNS  THE  PRISON. 

C.  LOCATION  OF  AND  DATE  OF  VISH  TO  THE  PRISON 
(VILLAGE.  DISTRia  AND  PROVINCE).  SKETCH  MAP  BY  THE  SOURCE  OF 
CEHERAL  AREA  AROUND  PRISON  CAMP  (IDENTIFY  NEARBY  VILLAGES.  ROADS. 
RIVERS.  INaUDE  NORTH  ARROW).  OHAILEO  SKHCH  OF  PRISON  CAMP  TO 
INCLUDE  STRUCTURES  AND  USES.  GARDENS.  FISH  PONDS.  LATRINES.  WELLS. 
FENCING.  WALLS.  GUARD  POSTS  AND  ENTRANCES. 

D.  StnCH  OF  LOCATION  AT  MICH  ALLEGED  AMERICAN 
PRISONERS  WERE  SEEN  TO  INaUDE  LOCATION  OF  SOURa  DURING  SIGHTING 
AND  DISTANCE  FROM  THE  ALLEGED  AMERICANS. 

E.  DESCRIPTION  Of  THE  ALLEGED  U.S.  PWS:  HEIGHT. 
HEIGHT.  COLOR  OF  HAIR.  CLOTHING.  SHOES.  HEADGEAR.  AQIVITIES 
ENGAGED  IN. 

F.  NAMES  Of  FRIENDS  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  ACCCHPANIEO 
TO  THE  PRISON  CAMP.   BASIC  BIO  DATA  ON  EACH.   (REf  PARA  3A  ABOVE). 
CURRENT  LaATION  OF  THEIR  FRIENDS  WHH  SPECIAL  EMPHASIS  ON  ANY  WHO 
ARE  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  ESCAPED  VIETNAM  AND  ARE  NOW  IN  A  RESEHLEO  OR 
REFUGEE  ST»Tii<: 

G.  EXPLORATION  Of  SOURCE'S  RELATIONSHIP  NHH 
SOURCE  INDICATED  IN  HIS  LFTTER  THAT  tjm^  HAS  HIS  ADDRESS 

(NFI).    COMEVT:   MRS.  fi|hH^  «  ETHNIC  VIETNAMESE  AMERICAN 
CniZEN  LIVING  IN  THE  U.S.  WHO  IS  AniVELY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  PV/MIA 
ISSUE.    IN  THE  PAST  SHE  HAS  INTRODUCED  AND  PROMOTED  TO  THE  PRESS. 
OIA  AND  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS.  SEVERAL  SOURCES  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  PROVEN 
TO  BE  INVOLVED  IN  FABRICATING  PV/MIA  INFORMATION.  DISCRETION 
SHOULD  BE  USED  IN  PROBING  SOURCE'S  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  (V^Mt  AS 
UNDUE  EMPHASIS  ON  THE  ISSUE  MAY  SERVE  TO  AROUSE  SOURCE'S  SUSPICION 
Of  THf  NATURE  OF  THE  QUESTIONS. 

3.  SOURCE  HAS  GIVEN  HIS  ADDRESS  AS 

50  SUGGEST  INITIAL  CONTACT  EMPHASIZE  THE  US6 

RESPEa  FOR  CONFIDENTIALITY  WITH  REGARD  TO  ITS  SOURCES.    IT  IS  ALSO 
IMPORTANT  THAT  THE  SOURCE  UNDERSTAND  THAT  THE  LEAGUE  Of  fAMlLIES 
PASSED  HIS  LEHER  TO  THE  US6  fOR  ACTION. 

4.  ANY  INTIMATION  THAT  WE  ARE  PAYING  fOR  THE  SOURCE'S 
INFORMATION  MUST  BE  AVOIDED.   WE  00  NOT  WISH  THE  SOURCE.  HOWEVER. 
TO  SUFFER  ANY  FINANCIAL  LOSS  AND  THEREFORE  WILL  REIMBURSE  HIK  FOR 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (0.6. 7.8. f) 

INFO    NHIC(l)  VO(l)  AT-2(2)  AT-3(1)  0B-2C(1)  D8-3B(2) 
DB-5D3(1)  OIA(l)  0C-4A3(1) 

♦USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

♦SAFE 


13 


MCN<=84348/06625        TOR  =  84348/2242Z        T  AD-84348/2305Z 


CDSN>=MIA7CX) 
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I'AGM    <»l  !><,V, 

fiOlj-i         -■■  -  s-f  '   .i-  •  !:•. -lU-  I     ••    i  ii-'i  ci:  i 

HEFf/tiC.N".  r.    FKOri  O.-OA..;  v  Oi":-.Kl-!..%-.  K       X.       i»'..r.    .  / 1.    Al    ji  14; 

R  ou  T  I NG  /•.:•■!;:  v^nc  o  n  ■»  us  : 
SfAi     v.:;'.'L     <,\'i-\  -w:--:; 

c.:.i  i '.i  :  )  ■    00 :  0  «:  •  . 
suB.;tcr  /-..s'j  i  ON.*- D  r  -  : 

u.    Gu,    003.    JiSz-.i,    r;ii;jA.    ur-(.«.-.c-.    UFruGr.t,    ;:.r.-,-.  da. 

VIETNAM,     llIiNMAni.,     C".'    ASIA.     :;VKf;t::JT    OAT":    IS  8t>01iie. 

DICTIONARY:     GO,     PffOf  XI.K: 

17  J     lar,    193    2SS    3lS    38.!    0C9    ti'jO    R  «5  3  CIS  316 

NMIC-AUTOOir-i   MSG  W.l--;i}EH: 


CnSN   --    N5573e  k;C»J   -    ^503  •■  'S^?;'**/  tor    -  i<r.O3l2110 

EZ01: 

wTTUZYilV.-  KUDKPNO   0776    03120:.'o-  -RUEKUIC. 
"ZNR 
EZ02: 

R31M237JAU-85 

FM  USOAO  COPrNHAGEN  DA 

TO   RUEK,'CS>DIA    WASHINGTON  OCZ/DC-r.'/ 
INFO  RUMC'JF-AyCDR    JCRC   BARBERS    PT  HI 
RUEHBT/JCHC    LIAISON   BANGKOK  Til 

nUEHC/SECFlTATE    V/ASHDC '/  E  AP/ VLK /CA/CCS/EMR// 
RUc  All  A/CIA  V.-ASHDC/^nOO/'EA/VKL// 

RUMJFS/Ak«:MUAbsy  Vientiane 

BT 

COPENHAGEN  OA   007  7  6 

E202: 
E204: 

SUBJECT:       VIETNAMESE    RErUGEE  5C 

EZ&5:  ; 
KEF:       A.       OlA/OC-2      301  707Z  JANS5 
B.       OIA/DC-2       1315^77.  L.tfCe^ 
1.        IRT   BEF    A,     EFFORTS    TO   COK'T^CT    AND    lUTiiPVIEW  SUB.' 
ONGOING.       FYI    WE    ARE    UNABLE    TO   LOCATE    LTK5    a:.LUOED  TO 
IN   REF    O    WHICH    WAS    SENT    TO   AMEMO    COPENHAGtN.        .VE  WILL 
KEEP    ALCON    ADVISED   AS   CASE  DEVELOPS. 
BT  • 
E206: 

I 

ACTION  OC-2  f)  c;.  P.     .  7,  ::.  f-) 

INFO        CJCS  :»)     J3  «»>     NIOS  C^i     J*  t)     J5   C^)     J  SCA      )     SC;:r:EF:  «•) 
SECOEF  (•  )     USOP  ('  •)     ASO:  PA  t- )     USDP:  DS.'.A  (•  :     CAO  I') 
NMlC.d)     AT  ('  )     AT-2   (»  }     AT-3   (•  »     AT  -  JKD      )     r;  1  O  •  ; 
DE-2  M     DB-2  (•  )     L>B-2C{-)     OS-3B  (»  •     UB-.4D3  ) 
Ot-5  03"  (•  )     DlAf)     DC- 4  A3   ('  > 
♦USCINCPAC    HONOLULU  HI 
♦ SAfE  _ 

TOTAL    COr-  .i;.-.    .-  ECU.- K."0  1 

•  0776 


NNNN 
C20-/: 
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NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL 


624 


Sc. 


/<t-*t^*-'    ^Ae>  /"^i 
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ROUTINE 

R  1315152  DEC 

Fn  OIA  WASHINGTON  0C//0C-2// 
TO  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


otfe3  2f 


DEPARTMENT  Of  DEFENSE 
OCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 


ZYUW  RUEKJCS9li63  3^82216 


S-2I,O57/0C-2 

SUBJ:    VIETNAnESE  REFUGEE  SC 

REF:      DIA/OC-2  nSG  DTG  13<537Z  DEC  84.  SAB 

THIS  OFFICE  HAS  NO  RECORD  OF         Sc  REQUEST 
REVIEW  OF  REFUGEE  FILES  TO  DETERniNE  IF  CUONG  PASSED  THROUGH  REFUGEE 
SYSTEh.     irtHt  EVENT  A  FILE  EXiSTS  ON'  *SC  *  REQUEST  A  COPY  BE 
FORWARDED  TO  THIS  OFFICE  ATTN: 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (0.6,F) 
INFO      NNICIO  0IA(1) 

+SAFE  r 

MCN-8434B/06440       T0R-B4348/2216Z       TAD-84348/2227Z  CDSN-MU626 

.  .  PAGE  1  OF  1 

13151SZ  DEC 
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ROUTINE 

R  31080<iZ  JAN  85 

Fn  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO      01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

UNCLAS  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  05^2 1 

CITE:  3055  JAN  85. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ZYUW  RUrtTBKA5621  O31080i. 
USOFFICE  REF  SINGAPORE 


SUBJ:    VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE 


REF:     A.    DIA/DC-2  MSG,  DTG  131515Z  DEC  81».  -.^>; 

B.  JCRC  BKK  MSG.  DTG  1ii0320Z  DEC  81|. 

C.  DIA/DC-2  MSG,  DTG  30 ^'♦'•Z  JAN  85. 

1.    REF  A  ASKED  IF  WE  HAD  ANY  RECORD  OF  SUBJECT  REFUGEE 
PASSING  THROUGH  REFUGEE  SYSTEM  HERE  ENROUTE  TO  RESETTLE- 
MENT IN  REF  B  RESPONDED  THAT  THERE  WAS  NO  RE- 
CORD AVAILABLE 


REF'  C  REQUESTED  THE  STATUS  OF  OUR  EFFORT  TO  DETERMINE 
IF  REFUGEE  PASSED  THROUGH  SYSTEM  (REF  B  RESPONSE  AP- 
PARENTLY NOT  REC'D.) . 

2.     FOR  USOFC  REF:    DO  YOU  HAVE  ANY  RECORD  OF  SUBJECT 
NAMED  REFUGEE  HAVING  PASSED  YOUR  WAY?  UNFORTUNATELY'WE 
HAVE  NOTHING  TO  IDENTIFY  HIM  EXCEPT  HIS  NAME, 

WOULD  APPRECIATE  THE  RESULTS  OF  YOUR  SEARCH.  POSITIVE 
OR  NEGATIVE,  BE  SENT  DIRECT  TO  DIA/DC-2  WITH  INFO  TO 
OTHER  ADDRESSEES.     IF  YOUR  SEARCH  IS  SUCCESSFUL.  DIA 
WOULD  LIKE  A  COPY  OF  REFUGEE'S  FILE.     MANY  THANKS. 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U,P.7.F) 
-INFO      CJCSW  J3(B)  NIDS(l)  Jl»(l«)   J5(2)   JSOA(l)  SECDEF:(1) 

SECDEF(9)   USDP(IO)   ASD:PA(1)   USDP:  DSAA  NMIC(l) 

AT-3(1)   AT-lOD(l)   DIO(l)  DB-2(1)   DB-2C(1)  DB-i4D3(l) 

DB-5D3(1)   DIA(l)  0G^1.A3(I) 
+SAFE  . 

MCN-8503 1/02629       T0R-85031/0807Z       TA0>(i5O3 1 /0932Z  CDSN'MIA712 

-    --  PAGE   1  OF  1 

310804Z  JAN  85 
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— — = — : — 

JOINT  MESSAGE  FORM 


01  o»01  J  3017MMZ  i  JAN  j  flS  i  4tR 


FaoK:»IA  yASHINGTON  »C//»C-2// 
TO:  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
INFO  OR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

U-20^133/»C-2 

SUBJ:    y{£TNAneSC  RCFUCCC  SC.  — 

RCFS:    A.     m/»C-a  nSG  131515Z  »CC  AM-.  SAB 

B.     »IA/»C-a  nS6  131537Z  »EC  AM-.  SAB  .  ^ 

REaUEST  STATUS  OF  YOUR  EFFORTS  TO  REVIEU  REFUGEE  FILES  TO  »ETERniNE 


I 

!lF  SUBJECT  PASSE»  THROUGH  THE  REFUGEE  SYSTEM  <REF  A.>    REF  B  CONTAINS 

:ALL  INFO  ON     SC     KNOWN  TO  VIA. 

4 


»lA/NniC/»C-2/V0 
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TO 


:  '  Amerifaii5-EmbaV85^yVni^ 


imb  a  b"b  y 

"  of  POW/MIA^^^aiiiTies  v^-^v^^  ^    :^  ' 


The  protlem  of  American'.^ '  POWB':-sr.  la'tvo-  rettera,>and  'in  omx 


conversation  today  '  (15  April)  I  haT.e-iTrrltten"  and  told  all  of  you 


about  the  things  I  have  seen  and  have  heen^ahle  to  learn  about 


SKX  American  POVs, 


In  this  letter.- Ivvi'll^  only  repeat-  those. 


-  In  September  1977  I' and  tvo  f  riends^vent  ;^vith  a  Dr .  H.  ;I 


someplace,  and  quite  by^chance  we  camel  to';.an  American  'POW  camp^ 


Dr.  H  vent  into  the,  camp  alone  "jand' ye '-"thre 


in  the  car.  -  About  30  meters  on ;  the:7other j- slde/rpf •  the.,  fence. ve 


sav  American  prisoners'  sitting  in  ■th"e'';yar.d'^-^^L^ 


.pr1  anners  had  Jiiat.  cnme.  .'hftftX  -  f  rpW'"vhrlr 


'  ■wnfl  r'fl'hnut.'"  20  nf  them, 


-8*00  dr-in— two— p*: 


 — -On-a-a^rght:  in  the;  perl^dllp'^^ 


TgoTrt1r?or^year--8onevhere -. around:  2qo.o"'4'2,'!CO 


Hanoi  government  taking  some" American ..prvso.nesa^-somewnere .  Iney 


some  American .,prisoneEa«.soi 


vere  cuffed  together,  tvo  at  >  time/"idn  d  manaclerf  ( (Tay  Kboas 

BOOS  8)"),  and  they  stretched  from ••the'?aanoj^pera-H  out  ((possibly 


north))  straight  along-KgAM"?Trang;^Tijn^^^^  number  cuffed 


together  stretched  about .  700,  to.  100Q^.meters  . 


sure  you  have 


interviewed  people  from  Hanol'vho  are  refugees  in  the  U.S.  about 


incidents  where  the  Hanoi  government^ has . exhlbltey American  POW3 


the  streets.     I  believe  those  refugeeB.^yilll.  remember  the  date 


more  clearly. 


 •        -      your  assistance 


■■   Locations  of.- airplane'  crashes  ;.<felf;gjr-ier^ 


-League-qAiJ.(Aly  find  m'wny1n;or>ri  nTin^ofr  al^^  nrnRhpn  ■  T  am  .a  _. 

-mfrtaiv«^>ker-(-(-po»&jrVly  wclder|)j.vho'^ji.ao  ^  Dp.eoitjlij^ed.  ia,  using  y)iM  — — 

-metsl-pteces  from  airplaues.     The  aix     uf  I  LudiuB-  are  g<»o^-^ 


-cont-aTners  .  foi^  pgtfl  to  nalie- wine  .  ( (uiv^lltiuur). and  _vai  J,uub.  kindc- 


of  ^  implements  .^-^-^e^ 
a  lot  of  people  rvho'-sjEnb 


»-lot 
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^IjiPt^.Ji^p  Of  Famlllep . 


^^^a^.pt^rmbpr:  1977  1/^' tog 


KnterKdxffxcrap'-  spent '  ?0.mlriutrR^^'A  camp-.-for ^American  prison 


The  thrgf — of-  us  (ya»  slc^  were  tw  kx- 


itaiitilng  '1  n;.  a  :vehlcJ.'e^approx» 


Imateiy  20  meters  from  the-  barbed  wlile'  fence Vs-rrWie^  saw:; th 


ngYtgan-pTi'sonerB  cl-eHrly,  aittlnK  Ori^  Lhe 'gromid,  Len^VpeTgons-lTi-  — 


■  &  line.    The  Hanoi  communists  did  the ■'jfoilowlng;  they  jakiaX  a  took 


r'  a  number  of  Laotian  prisoners  to  workfng  Inside  the  &xb  American' 


pxisoner±i 


he-American. 


prisoners  camp  I  will-  iHtfagm  provide^  specific  -  details^  when  I  | 


~iffggtrvittr~yoaY~oTga-nl^tlon.    Ttiis      m  a- matter  .'which  I 


could  not  write  down  on  paper  or  discuss,  oh  the  telephone. 


Once  again,  I  ask  you -to  send. a  rgpresentatlve 


to- visit  me 
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DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//D0F-1// 
USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-niA// 
INFO  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

CJTF-FA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 
USDAO  KUALA  LUMPUR  MY/ZPU-niA// 
USDLO  HONG  KONG  HK//PW-MIA// 
SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ZOASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
CJCS  WASHINGTON  DC// JS/PW-MIA// 
SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC// 
USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//JS/J32// 
JICPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

"    •DMflS-^2/P0W-MIA  '  • 


SUBJ:  ) COLLECTION  SUPPORT  REflUIREMEKT 

REFS  :  A.  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  HSG  25055*12  MAY  AAi  SUBJ:  JCR  , 
RPT  Taa-EM5i  ^D-50  HAN  GROUP  OF  HALE  CAUCASIANS  OBSERVED  IN  SON  LA  (i 
DURING  n7T  , 

B.-     DIA  WASHINGTON  DC  MSG  2317DQZ  APR  12-.  SUBJ:  SOURCE 
DIRECTED  REflUIREMENT   (SDR)  ( 


DOF-3 
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COUNTRY :  '  VM 

TITLE:  ;  LJVE  SIGHTING  NOniNATION  (A-OIS)  —  MO-SQ  CAUCASIANS  IN 

CAVE  VIC  nAI  SON ^  VIETNAM 
RE0NO:  D-V0P-MM2SS 

SUnnARY:  SOURCE  CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  OBSERVED  MO-SO  MALE 

CAUCASIANS  APPROX  7  KM  NORTH  OF  MAI  SON  (UJ  *\HHS)  IN  EARLY  1*17*1. 
SOURCE  SAU  THESE  MEN  THROUGH  SHUTTERED  BUS  UINDOUS  UHILE  ENROUTE  TO 
VISIT  RELATIVES  WHO  RESIDED  IN  DIEN  BIEN  PHU.     SOURCE  CLAIMS  THE 
CAUCASIANS  HERE  AMERICAN  POU'S.     SDR  CURRENTLY  PENDING  (REF  B>^ 
DIA/POW-MIA  REQUESTS  THE  HANOI  LIVE  SIGHTING  INVESTIGATOR  (LSI) 
CONDUCT  AN  INVESTIGATION  AT  THE  PLACE  OF  SIGHTING  TO  CONFIRM  OR 
REFUTE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE  ALLEGED  CAVE  AND  AMERICANS^  NOV  OR  IN 
THE  PAST. 

TEXT:  i 

1.  THE  FOLLOWING  COLLECTION  SUPPORT  REflUIREMENT  (CSR) 

CONTAINS  VALIDATED  HUMINT  COLLECTION  REQUIREMENTS  UHICH  AMPLIFY  THI 
TASKING  CONTAINED  IN  INTELLIGENCE  OBJECTIVE  (10) i  D-V0P-243D-a3-*10 
(SIGHTINGS  OF  AMERICANS).     THIS  CSR  PROVIDES  DETAILED  INFORHATION 
NEEDED  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THIS  10- 
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THIS  DOCUMENT  ALONE  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE  TASKING. 


IPSP: 


P6  SM30 


COnSOBJ: 


sa. 


PRIORITY: 


1. 


EXPYO: 


BACIC6D: 


A. 


ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE-.  HIS  BUS  WAS  STOPPED  AT  A 


POLICE  CHECKPOINT  LOCATED  VICINITY  MAI  SON.     THE  PASSENGERS  WERE  . 
DIRECTED  TO  LOWER  WOODEN  SHUTTERS  WHICH  WERE  AFFIXED  TO  THE  BUS' 
WINDOWS-.  AND  THE  BUS  CONTINUED.     ABOUT  10  MINUTES  LATER-.  SOURCE 
CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  LOOKED  THROUGH  A  CRACK  IN  THE  SHUTTER  ON  THE  LEFT 
SIDE  OF  THE  BUS  AND  OBSERVED  THE  CAUCASIANS  STANDING  IN  THE  MOUTH 
OF  A  VERY  LARGE  CAVE   (SOME  WERE  BATHING  iN  A  STREAM  WHICH  RAN  FROM 
THE  CAVE).     SOURCE  REPORTEDLY  OVERHEARD  MOTHER  PASSENGERS  IDENTIFY 
THE  CAVE  AS  "THAM  DAN  PIN."     DIA  VIETNAMESE  LINGUISTS  HAVE  BEEN 

UNABLE  TO  TRANSLATE  THE  CAVE'S  NAME-     THE  CAUCASIANS  SEEN  WERE 

f 

WEARING  KHAKI-COLORED  SHORTS  WITH  NO  OTHER  CLOTHING.     SOURCE  ALSO 
MENTIONED  SEEING  SEVERAL  ARMED  GUARDS  (NUMBER  UNK)  IN  GREEN- 
MILITARY  UNIF0R51S.     HE  WAS  NOT  SURE  IF  THE  GUARDS  WERE  LAO  OR 
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VIETNAHESE. 

B.  COMPUTER  ASSISTED  SEARCH  OF  ALL  SOURCE 

REPORTING  UITHIN  SS  NM  OF  HAI  SON  SHOyED  NO  OTHER  REPORTING  OF 
AMERICAN  POU'S  BEING  HELD  IN  A  CAVE.     MOST  SOURCE  REPORTS  OF 
AMERICANS  IN  THE  AREA  WERE  ANALYZED-.  EVALUATED-.  AND  PROVED  TO  BE 
FABRICATIONS;  HOyEVER,  ONE  yAS  CORRELATED  TO  MARINE  PFC  ..:fi^^^ 
^iM*^         IMAGERY  ANALYSTS  yERE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  ANY  CAVES  IN  THE 
SPECIFIED  AREA.     A  COURSE  ROCK  FORMATION  yiTH  A  TRAIL  LEADING  TO  IT 
(POSSIBILITY  OF  A  CAVE)  yAS  LOCATED  VIC  UJ  ^EbM?!-.  BUT  THERE  UAS  NO 
EVIDENCE  OF  THE  STREAM  MENTIONED  BY  SOURCE. 
REflMTS: 

A.  REQUEST  THAT  STONY  BEACH  HANOI  LSI  VISIT  THE  AREA 
IN  dUESTION^  SPECIFICALLY  RTE  b  F<(OM  BAn'nA  XI  (VJ  QIMI.)  TO  SONG  LA 
(UJ  AASA)  AND  THE  RTE  bS/bl  LOOP  FROM  BAeN  NA  XI  THROUGH  MAI  SON  AN» 
BACK  TO  RTE  b  VICINITY  UJ  *m5]i.     DOCUMENT  ON  FILM^  IF  POSSIBLE^  AND 
INVESTIGATE  ALL  CAVES  VHICH  COULD  POSSIBLY  BE  THE  OBJECT  OF 
SOURCE'S  DESCRIPTION. 

B.  DURING  DISCUSSIONS  UITH  LOCAL  INHABITANTS^  WkTTEnPT 
TO  IDENTIFY  THE  BASIS  FOR  SOURCE'S  CLAIM  THAT  HE  SAU  AMERICAN  POUS 


636 


OS  •  RR  : 

IN  A  LAR6E  CAVE  NEAR  MAI  SON.     IS  THERE  ANOTHER  LARGE  CAVE  IN  THE 
AREAf     IF  SO-i  MAS  IT  USED  AS  A  DETENTION  FACILITY,  PAST  OR  .PRESENTf 
MERE  AMERICANS  HELD  THEREf     MHERE  IS  THE  CAVE  LOCATED- 

C  /'  BASED  ON  THE  LSI'S  ON-THE-SPOT  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE 

CIRCUMSTANCES".  TAKE  SUCH  OTHER  PRACTICAL  AND  IMAGINATIVE  ACTIONS-. 
IN  COLLABORATION  MITH  VIETNAMESE  COUNTERPART-.  WHICH  COULD- SHED 
LIGHT  ON  THIS  ALLEGED  SIGHTING. 

D.  STOP  AND  flUERY  LOCAL  INHABITANTS  AND  OFFICIALS  ALONG  / 
ROUTE  OF  TRAVEL  RELATIVE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  AMERICANS',  IF  WESTERNERS 
OR  OTHER  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  COULD  BE  MISTAKEN  FOR  AN  AMERICAN  ARE 
LOCATED/KNOWN  OF-.  DETERMINE  THEIR  IDENTITIES   (NAMES-.  ETHNICITY-i 
NATIONALITY-,  OTHER  DETAILS)-.  WHERE  THEY  CAME  FROM-.  WHEN.  THEY 
ARRIVED  (AND  WHEN  THEY  LEFT-.  IF  GONE)-.  WMY  THEY  ARE/WERE  THERE, 
MHERE  THEY  WORKED-.  AND  IDENTITY  OF  FRIENDS/ACflUAINTANCES -.  IF  KNOMN. 

E.  IF  AN  AMERICAN  IS  IDENTIFIED  OR  SUSPECTED-.  TAKE  THE 
ACTIONS  SPECIFIED  BY  THE  STANDING  OPERATING  PROCEDURES  FOR  LSI  IN 
VIETNAM  (STONY  BEACH  MSG  2bD2M2Z  FEB  SUBJ:     DRAFT  STONY  BEACH 
LIVE  SIGHTING  INVESTIGATOR   (LSI)   SOP  FOR  HANOI). 

GUID: 
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1. 


3.  IIr' distribution:     ADDRESS  IIR'S  IN  RESPONSE  TO  THIS  CSR 

TO  DIA  WASHINGTON  DCZ/PW-MIA/DAM-e//  AND  CDR  JTf-f A  HONOLULU  HI 
«ITH  INFO  COPIES  FOR  CJTF-FA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH,  JICPAC  HONOLULU 


60-642  -  93  -  21 
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HI".  AND  USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI// Jg/ J32// •     ALL  RESPONSES  SHOULD 
INCLUDE  THE  STATEtlENT  "THIS  IS  A  STONY  BEACH  REPORT."     ORIGINALS  OR 
LEGIBLE  PHOTOCOPIES  OF  ALL  SKETCHES-.  DOCUMENTS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS, 
ETC.    (EXCEPT  HUMAN  SICELETAL  REMAINS)  SHOULD  BE  SENT  VIA  REGISTERED 
MAIL  DIRECTLY  TO  THE  DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY,  ATTN:  PW-MIA 
(ROOM  CL1S1)   3100  CLARENDON  BLVD,  ARLINGTON,  VIRGINIA  IF 
HUMAN  SKELETAL  REMAINS  ARE  RECEIVED,  ADDRESSEES  SHOULD  SUBMIT  AN 
IIR  TO  THAT  EFFECT  AND  TRANSMIT  AN  ELECTRICAL  MESSAGE  DIRECTLY  TO. 
CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI  REQUESTING  DISPOSITION  INSTRUCTIONS. 
M.  PUBLIC  LAU  AND  DOD  POLICY  MANDATE  THAT  ALL  PU/MIA-  RELATED 

REPORTS  THAT  CORRELATE  TO  OR  CONTAIN  THE  NAME  OF  AN  AMERICAN 
MISSING  OR  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  BE  FORWARDED  TO  THE  PARENT  MILITARY 
SERVICE  CASUALTY  OFFICE  OR  TO  DEPARTMENT 'oF  STATE  (DOS)  FOR 
CIVILIANS,  FOR  FURTHER  RELEASE  TO  THE  NGrXT  OF  ICIN.     UPON  REQUEST 
FROM  SERVICES  OR  DOS,  COLLECTORS  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  SANITIZE  THESE 
REPORTS  FOR  RELEASE.     UHILE  SOURCES  AND  METHODS  SHOULD  BE 
PROTECTED,  tVCRY  EFFORT  SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  RELEASE  THE  SUBSTANCE  OF 
THE  INFORMATION.  .  . 

S.  lAU  ASD/C3I  MEMORANDUM  DATED  20  FEBRUARY  1*1*12,  SUBJECT: 
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SECURITY  CLASSIFICATION  OF  DOD  POU/fllA  INFORMATION ,  RESPONSES  TO 
THIS  REflUIREMENT  UILL  BE  CLASSIFIED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

A.  LIVE  SIGHTIN6S  REPORTS:       SECRET  (WHERE  SOURCES  AND 
METHODS  ARE  INCLUDED) i  CONFIDENTIAL  (LESS  SOURCES  AND  METHODS). 

B.  CRASH  OR  GRAVE  SITE  REPORTS:     UNCLASSIFIED  (LESS 
SOURCES  AND  METHODS). 

C  ALL  OTHER  PW/MIA-RELATED  INFORMATION  (E.G. 

INFORMATION  REGARDING  REMAINS-.  PERSONAL  EFFECTS-.  INCLUDING  DOG 
TAGS-.  DETENTION  CAMPSi  ETC):     CONSISTENT  WITH  POLICY  CONCERNING 
SOURCES-.  METHODS  OF  COLLECTION-,  AND  CONTENT. 
ORIGNO:  D-V0P-2M3a-03-^D-CSR-MAI  SON  (.A-OIS) 

ORIGNME:  At^ 
ORIGTEL:  ^Af/^ 

I 

COMMENTS: 
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PAGE: 0014 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  LGX479      MCN  =  92120/07177      TOR  =  921200439 
RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS0747  1200441-  -RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

HEADER 

R  29044 IZ  APR  92 

FM  joirrr  staff  Washington  dc 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  231700Z  APR  92 
FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//POW-MIA// 
TO  RUEHBK/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 
INFO  RUEHHK/USDLO  HONG  KONG  HK// 
RUEHKL/USDAO  KUALA  LUMPUR  MY//PW-MIA// 
RUEHBK/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 
RUHQHQA/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 
RHHMMCY/JICPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  ni//J2/J32// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION  01  OF  02 
-0461-92/PW-MIA 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE    )   '  I 

BODY 

SUBJECT:     SOURCE  DIRECTED  REQUIREMENT 

REF:    JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  MSG  280559Z  MAY  88,  SUB J:     JCRC  RPT 
T88-245,  40-50  MAN  GROUP  OF  MALE  CAUCASIANS  OBSERVED  IN  SON  LA 
DURING  1979 


REQS:  S-VOP-05407 

COUNTRY:  7M 

SOURCE:  i. 

IPSP:  PG  2430. 

COMSOBJ:  52. 

1.  BACKGROUND: 

A.  REF  MSG  DESCRIBES  SOURCE'S  ALLEGED  SIGHTING  OF  40- 


50  CAUCASIANS  APPROX  SEVEN  KM  NORTH  OF  MAI  SON  (UJ  9445)  EARLY  IN 
1979.     SOURCE  SAW  THESE  CAUCASIANS  THROUGH  SHUTTERED  BUS  WINDOWS 
WHILE  ENROUTE  TO  VISIT  RELATIVES  WHO  RESIDED  IN  DIEN  BIEN  PICU. 
SOURCE  STATED  THAT  THE  CAUCASIANS  WERE  AMERICAN  POWS  (NO 
EXPLANATION  PROVIDED). 

B.  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE,  HIS  BUS  WAS  STOPPED  AT  A 

POLICE  CHECKPOINT  LOCATED  VICINITY  MAI  SON.     THE  I'ASSENGERS  WERE 
DIRECTED  TO  LOWER  WOODEN  SHUTTERS  WHICH  WERE  AFFJXRD  TO  THE  BUS' 
WINDOWS,  AND  THE  BUS  CONTINUED.     ABOUT  TEN  MINUTI-.S  LATER,  SOURCE 
CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  LOOKED  IHROUGH  A  CRACK  IN  THE  SllUlTER  ON  THE  LEFT' 
SIDE  OF  THE  BUS  AND  OBSERVED  THE  CAUCASIANS  STANDING  IN  THE  MOUTH 
OF  A  VERY  LARGE  CAVE  (SOME  WERE  BATHING  IN  A  STREAM  WHICH  KAN  FROM 
THE  CAVE).     SOURCE  REPORTEDLY  OVERHEARD  OTHER  PASSF.NGERS  IDENTIFY 
THE  CAVE  AS  "THAN  DAN  PIN."    DIA  VIETNAMESE  LINGUISTS  HAVE  BEEN 
UNABLE  TO  TRANSLATE  THE  CAVE'S  NAME.     THE  CAUCASIANS  SEEN  WERE 
WEARING  KHAKI  COLORED  SHORTS  WITH  NO  OTHER  CWlllTNG.     SOURCE- ALSO. 
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MENTIONED  SEEING  SEVERAL  ARMED  GUARDS  (NUMBER  UNK)  IN  GREEN 
MILITARY  UNIFORMS.     HE  WAS  NOT  SURE  IF  THE  GUARDS  WERE  LAO 
OR  VIETNAMESE. 

C.  ,     COMPUTER  ASSISTED  SEARCH  OF  ALL  SOURCE  REPORTING 

WITHIN  25  NM  OF  MAI  SON  FAILED  TO  TURN  UP  ANY  REPORTING  OF  AMERICAN 
POWS  BEING  HELD  IN  A  CAVE.     MOST  SOURCE  REPORTS  OF  AMERICANS  IN  THE 
AREA  WERE  ANALYZED,  EVALUATED,  AND  PROVED  TO  BE  FABRICATIONS; 
HOWEVER,  ONE  WAS  CORRELATED  TO  MARINE  PFC  fOA*^^ 

;  A 

COURSE  ROCK  FORMATION  WITH  A  TRAIL  LEADING  TO  IT  (POSSIBILITY  OF  A 
CAVE)  WAS  LOCATED  VIC  UJ  926479,  BUT  THERE  WAS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  THE 
STREAM  MENTIONED  BY  SOURCE. 

2.  REQMTS:     SOURCE'S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PURPORTED  SIGHTING  LACKS 

SUFFICIENT  DETAIL  TO  CORRELATE  AND  CONTAINS  ELEMENTS  WHICH  ARE 
SUSPECT.     REQ  SOURCE,  WHO  WAS  LAST  KNOWN  TO  BE  RESIDING  IN  SITE  - 
50  ,  BE  LOCATED  AND  REINTERVIEWED 

RELATIVE  THE  BELOW  LISTED  QUESTIONS.     IF  SOURCE  HAS  BEEN  RESETTLED, 
REQ  FORWARDING  ADDRESS/PHONE  NUMBER  OF  SOURCE  AND/OR  SPONSOR  BE 
PROVIDED. 

TEAR  LINE   TEAR  LINE  -  TEAR  LINE 

A.  .  HAS  SOURCE  EVER  PERSONALLY  OBSERVED  AMERICANS  OR 
INDIVIDUALS  WHO  COULD  BE  MISTAKEN  FOR  AMERICANS  IN  CAPTIVITY?  IF 
SO,  ASK  SOURCE  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILS  OF  SIGHTING.     HAS  SOURCE  EVER 
HEARD  ABOUT  A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  AMERICANS  BEING  HELD  IN  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM?     IF  SO,  ASK  SOURCE  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILS  AND  IDENTIFY  THE 
SOURCE  OF  THIS  INFORMATION. 

B.  IF  SOURCE  MAINTAINS  THAT  HE  PERSONALLY  OBSERVED 
CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS,  ASK  HIM  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILED  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  AS 
MANY  OF  THE  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  AS  POSSIBLE*.     DESCRIBE  GENERAL 
PHYSICAL  CONDITION;  HOW  WERE  THEY  DRESSED?     ESTIMATE  AGES  AND 
PROVIDE  SKIN,  HAIR,  AND  EYE  COLOR.     DID  ANY  WEAR  GLASSES;  WERE  AND 
SCARS,  TATOOS,  OR  JEWELRY  VISIBLE?    DID  ANY  OF  THE.  CAUCASIANS 
APPEAR  TO  BE  INJURED?    WHY  DOES  SOURCE  BELIEVE  THE  CAUCASIANS  ARE 
AMERICAN  POWS? 

C.  CAN  SOURCE  IDENTIFY  OTHER  KNOWLEDGEABLE  INDIVIDUALS 
WHO  WOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  CORROBORATE  HIS  SIGHTING  INFORMATION;  WHERE 
ARE  THEY  LOCATED? 

D.  EXPLAIN  THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  FIRSTHAND  AND  HEARSAY  ' 
INFORMATION.     POINT  OUT  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED 
IN  1988  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  ANY  KNOWN  AMERICAN  NIA.  EXPLAIN 
THE  HUMANITARIAN  NATURE  OF  THE  POW-MIA  ISSUE  AND  ASK  SOURCE  IF  HE  • 
ACTUALLY  SAW  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  NEAR  A  LARGE  CAVF.  IN  SON  LA 
PROVINCE  AS  PREVIOUSLY  CLAIMED.     ASK  SOURCE  IF  IIR  IS  RELATING 
HEARSAY  INFO  AS  FIRSTHAND.     ASK  SOURCE  TO  PROVIDK  ANY  ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS  HE  MAY  HAVE. 

/VI  r 
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TEAR  LINE  TEAR  LINE  -   TEAR  LINE 

*3.  GUIDANCE: 

A.  RELEAS ABILITY: 


B.       ^       IIR  DISTRIBUTION:     ADDRESS  IIR'S  IN  RESPONSE  TO  THIS" 
REQUIREMENT  TO  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//POV-HIA  VITH  INFO  COPIES  FOR  CDR 
JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI;  CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  Tll,  JICPAC  HONOLULU  HI, 
AND  USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J32// .     ALL  RESPONSES  SHOULD  INCLUDE 
THE  STATEMENT  "THIS  IS  A  STONY  BEACH  REPORT."    ORIGINALS  OR  LEGIBLE 
PHOTOCOPIES  OF  ALL  SKETCHES,  DOCUMENTS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  ETC. 
(EXCEPT  HUMAN  SKELETAL  REMAINS)  SHOULD  BE  SENT  VIA  REGISTERED 
MAIL  DIRECTLY  TO  TlIE  DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY,  ATTN:  POW-MIA 
(ROOM  CL921)  3100  CLARENDON  BLVD.  ARLINGTON,  VIRGINIA    22201.  IF 
HUMAN  SKEI^AL  REMAINS  ARE  RECEIVED,  ADDRESSEES  SHOULD  SUBMIT  AN 
IIR  TO  THAT  EFFECT  AND  TRANSMIT  AN  ELECTRICAL  MESSAGE  DIRECTLY  TO 
CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI  REQUESTING  DISPOSITION  INSTRUCTIONS. 

C.  PUBLIC  LAW  AND  DOD  POLICY  MANDATE  THAT  ALL  PW/MIA- 
RELATED  REPORTS  THAT  CORRELATE  TO  OR  CONTAIN  THE  NAME  OF  A  MISSING 
OR  UNACCOUKTED  FOR  AMERICAN  BE  FORWARDED  TO  TIE  PARENT  MILITARY 
SERVICE  CASUALTY  OFFICE  OR  TO  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  (DOS)  FOR 
CIVILIANS,  FOR  FURTHER  RELEASE  TO  THE  NEXT  OF  KIN.     UPON  REQUEST 
FROM  SERVICES  OR  DOS,  COLLECTORS  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  SANITIZE  THESE 
REPORTS  FOR  RELEASE.     WHILE  SOURCES  AND  METHODS  SHOULD  BE 
PROTECTED,  EVERY  EFFORT  SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  RELEASE  THE  SUBSTANCE  OF 
THE  INFORMATION. 

D.  lAW  ASD/C3I  MEMORANDUM  DATED  20  FEBRUARY  1992, 
SUBJECT:     SECURITY  CLASSIFICATION  OF  DOD  POV/MIA  INFORMATION, 
RESPONSES  TO  THIS  REQUIREMENT  WILL  BE  CLASSIFIED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

1.  .  .  "LIVF.  SIGHTINGS  REPORTS:       SECRET  (WHERE  SOURCES  AND 
METHODS  ARE  INCLUDED);  CONFIDENTIAL  (LESS  SOURCES  AND  METHODS). 

2.  )  CRASH  OR  GRAVESITE  REPORTS:     UNCLASSIFIED  (LESS 
SOURCES  AND  METHODS). 

3.  ALL  OTHER  PV/MIA- RELATED  INFORMATION  (E.G. 
INFORMATION  REGARDING  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,   INCLUDING  DOG 
TAGS,  DETENTION  CAMPS,  ETC.):     CONSISTENT  WITH  POLICY  CONCERNING  - 
SOURCES,  METHODS  OF  COLLECTION,  AND  CONTENT. 

ORIGINO:  S-VOP-92020. 
ORIGNME: 

ORIGTEL:  '\)T^ff^ 

COMMENTS: 
ADMIN 
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SOURCE:  ^ 


SUKMARY:        SC^  provided  firsthand  information  concerning  a  group  of  40 

to  50  male  Caucasians  wno  he  believed  were  U.S.  PWs.    Mr.  $6  saw  the  group  on 
one  occassion  in  1979;  they  were  standing  and  bathing  at  the  mouth  of  a  large 
cave  north  of  Mai  Son  Town,  Son  La  Province. 

DETAILS:  Sometime  during  early  1979  Mr.        was  on  route  via  bus,  from  Hanoi  to' 
Dien  Bien  Phu.    At  a  police  check  point  in  Mai  Son  all  passengers  on  the  bus- ' 
were  instructed  to  pull  down  the  wooden  shades  affixed  over  each  window.  After 
approximately  ten  minutes  had  passed,  Mr.  $C  looked  out  through  a  crack  in  thie 
shutter  and  observed  no  more  than  50  Caucasians  standing  in  the  mouth  of  a  very 
large  cave.    Source  heard  from  fellow  passangers  that  the  name  of  the  cave  was 
Than  Dan  Pin. 

SIGNIFICAWT  STEPS  TAKEW/TO  BE  TAKEN  IN  RESOLVING  CASE: 

1.  Initiated  30  nautical  mile  circle  search  for  reporting  sources. 

2.  Conducted  comparative  analysis  of  source  reports. 

3.  Sent  request  for  imagery  coverage  to  confirm  or  refute  the  exi stance  of  caves 
in  that  geographical  area. 

INTERIM  ASSESSMENTfS): 

Source  reports  do  not  support  the  imprisonment  of  a  large  group  of  Caucasians. 
Based  upon  the  analysis  of  the  requested  imagery,  source  polygraph  examination 
may  be  in  order. 


f  SIGHTING  NO: 

/ 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20340-0001 
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PACE: 0001 

INQUIRE=D0C6D 
ITEM  NO=00346960 
EMVELOPE 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS7M22  2570228-  --RUEALGX. 

ZNY 

HEADER 

R  130228Z  SEP  88 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTOM  DC 

INFO  RUEADWD/OCSA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUENAAA/CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC  FT  RITCHIE  MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  121912Z  SEP  88 

FM  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

TO  RUEHBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

INFO  RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J36// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/JCS  WASHINGTON  DC//0CJCS-PW-MIA/J5// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 

BT 

CONTROLS 

/N03460// 

NSC  FOR  MR.  CHILDRESS 
BODY 

SUBJ:    EVALUATION  OF  RPT  T88-2il5 

A.    JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  280559Z  MAY  88 

1.  INITIAL  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY     ^  C 

 .  SOURCE  OF  REF  A,  REVEALS  NO  CORRELATION  TO  DATA  IN  JCRC  FILES. 

THIS  IS  NOT  A  FINAL  EVALUATION. 

EVAL  -  DWA 

ADMIN 

BT 

#7422 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTER 

LIAISON  OFFICE 
AMERICAN  EMBASSY 
APO  SAN  FRANOSCO  96346-a»1 


3  0  AUG  1988 


FROM:      JCRC-LNB  reF:      RPT  #T88-393 

TO:          CojBBander,   JCRC  1   July  1988 

SDBJ:      TWO   GRAVES   BELIEVED   TO   CONTAIN   O.S.  REMAINS   IN   LAM  DONG 

REF:  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  2805592  MAY  88,  (T88-245,  REPORT  BY 
SAME  SOORCE) 


1.  Source/administrative  data: 

a.  Name:  5C^ 

b.  DOB:         5P  ' 

c.  POB:  s"^  ... 

d.  Former  position:      Cpt  ARVN;     _^  p  -. 

e.  Present   location:  S\f 

f.  Identification   data:     Not  issued 

g.  Date  of   information:  1967-78 

h.  Map(s)   used:      Sheet(s)   6531,   6532;    Series  L607 

i.  Date  of   Interview:      19  May  88 

j.  Name  of   interviewer:     *'  t   GS-13,  DOD 

k.  Other:  ^0  .  . 

2.  Summary:      Source,    a  55   YOA  male  VN  refugee,    provided  sketchy 
hearsay  information   concerning  a  D.S.   helicopter  which  crashed  2  _ 
km  from  Blao    (YT  8762)   and  two   graves   in   the   same   area  which  he 
observed   in    1978-      Source   believed  the   two  graves   contained  the 
remains   of  Americans  killed   in   the   crash.      End   Summary.  — - 

3.  Information.      Source   stated   that   sometime   during  September 
1967,   while  assigned  to   the  Tan  Rai   Special   Forces   Camp^in  Lam 
Dong  Province,    he   heard  about  the  crash  of  a  D.S.  helicopter. 
Source  heard  by   radio   from  the   ARVN   Hq   in   Bao  Loc   that  -the. 
helicopter  had  departed   from  Phuoc  Long   for   Bao  Loc    (YT   0577)  but 
had  crashed   enroute.      Source   also  heard   that   in   addition   to  the 
U.S.    air  crew,    the   helicopter   had  carried  one   U.S.  Brigadier 
General  who  was   the   commander   of   the  U.S.    173rd  Abn   Sde.  Source 
was  ordered   to  depart   from  Tan   Rai    (YT   0886 )   and  proceed   to  the 
Blao  area    (YT  8762)   to  organize   a   search.      Source   heard  the 
helicopter  had   crashed   in   the   Loc  Ngai   area   approxiinately  .20 
kilometers   from  Blao.      Source  was  unable   to  conduct   the  operation 
due  to  bad  weather   and  never  went   to  the   crash  site. 

4.  Sometime  during  February    1978,    Source  met   two  communist 
soldiers  who  were  ethnic  minority  hill-tribesmen^.:  -The.  two  .men- 
were   called   "Kbrih"   and   "Kiep".      The   two  men   told  Source   they  -were, 
going  to  scavenge  scrap  metal   from  a  crashed  U.S.  helicopter  and 
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he   decided  t,o  acconpany  them.      Source   went   from  Bao  Loc  to  Blao 
and  then  deep  into  the  forest  where   they  located  the  helicopter. 
Source   saw  some  numbers  on  the  wreckage  but  could  not  remember 
them.     Source   saw  two  graves   located  approximately   100  meters  from 
the  wreckage.      Source  speculated  that   since   the  aircraft  was 
located  in  the  Blao  area,    it  was  "the  same   helicopter  he  .had  heard 
about  duri<ng   1967   and  one   of   the   graves   contained   the   remains  of 
the  D.S.   BG  who  bad  commanded  the   173d  Abn  Bde.      Source  was  not 
able  to  provide  a  specific  crash  site   location.      Source  did  not 
observe  any  actual   remains  or  personal   effects   associated  with  the 
crash  site.     Source  and  the  other  two  men  gathered  some  scrap 
metal  and  departed  the  area.      Source  did  not  keep  the  metal  and 
assumed  that  the  two  men  sold  it  in  Bao  Loc. 

5.     Comment:     Source  related  his  story  haltingly  and  pressed  the 
interviewer  for  assistance  in  gaining  speedy  resettlement   from  the- 
camp.     Source   gave  the   impression  that  although  he  may  have  heard 
about  a  crash  incident,   he  had  not  actually  travelled  to  a  crash 
site.     Source  also  provided  firsthand   live  sighting  information  ' -■' 
which  has  been  reported  separately  as  Ref. 

JCRC  Liaison  Officer 
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PAGE: 0002 

INQUIRE=D0C6D 
ITEM  NO=00246602 
ENVELOPE 

RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS1I619  24211H1        — RUEALCX. 
ZNY 

HEADER 

R  2911illZ  AUG  88 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  X 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAPE 

R  291138Z  AUG  88 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//V0-PW// 

INFO  RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

BT 

CONTROLS 

LIAISON  BANGKOK  44619 
3392    AUG  88 

BODY 

SUBJ:      RETRANSMITTAL  OF  JCRC/LNO  280559Z  MAY  88i  • 

REF:    DIA/VO-PW  242032Z  AUG  88,  U-0949/VO-PW 
REF  MSG  REQUESTED  RETRANSMITTAL  OF  FIRST  PARAGRAPH, 
JCRC/LNO  280559Z  MAY  88,  T88-245,  DUE  TO  GARBLE  IN 
ORIGINAL  TRANSMISSION.    TEXT    FOLLOWS:  QUOTE 

R  280559Z  MAY  88 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

INFO  USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 

JCS  WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

WHITEHOUSE  WASHDC//NSC/MR  CHILDRESS// 

AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

AMCONSUL  UDORN 

BT 

LIAISON  BANGKOK  27078 
3264    MAY  88 

SUBJ:    JCRC  RPT:vT88-245,  FORTY  TO  FIFTY  MAN  GROUP  OF 
MALE  CAUCASIANS/OBSERVED  IN  SON  LA  DURING  1979 


1.  SOURCE: 


A. 

NAME: 

B. 

DOB: 

C. 

FOB: 

50 

D. 

53A/30323O 
E, 


FORMER  POSITION:  CPT  ARVN  SIGNAL,  SN 
PRESENT  LOCATION:  >P 
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PAGE: 0003 

P.  IDENTIFICATIOM  DATA:  NOT  ISSUED, 
C.    DATE  OF  INFORMATION:    I979  X 

H.  MAP  USED:    SERIES:    1501;  SHEETS:*  NF  l|8- 
10,  48-14 

I.  DATE  OF  INTERVIEW:     19  MAY  88 

J.    NAME  OF  INTERVIEWER:       -    /iV  GS-13, 
DOD  / 

K.    OTHER:  5^ 

UNQUOTE 

END  OF  PARA  1.  . 
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INFO  RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 
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BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION  01  OF  02  LIAISON  BANGKOK  27078 
.  _.  32644Y  88 


/♦»*«HHH»«  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
BODY 

SUBJ:         JCRC  RP  D 
(  ) 

ER  POSITIO  ' 

ARVN  SIGNAL,  SN 
53A/30323O 

E.  P 

J.      NAME  OF  INTERVIEWER:  f\ 

GS- 

13,  DOD 

HER:  ^-Vj 

2.     .  SUMMARY:    SOURCE,  A  54  YOA  MALE  VIETNAMESE 

REFUGEE,  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  40 
TO  50  MAN  GROUP  OF  MALE  CAUCASIANS  WHO  HE  BELIEVED  WERE 
U.S.  POWS  SEVEN  KILOMETERS  NORTH  OF  MAI  SON  (UJ  9445), 
SON  LA  PROVINCE.    END  SUMMARY. 


3. 


SOURCE  STATED  THAT  SOMETIME  DURING  EARLY 
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"T  1979,  WHILE  ENROUTE  TO  VISIT  RELATIVES  RESIDING  IM  DIER 
!   BIEN  PHU,  HE  OBSERVED  A  GROUP  OF  MALE  CAUCASIANS  WHO  HE 
BELIEVED  WERE  U.S.  POWS.    SOURCE  STATED  HE  RECEIVED  A  15 
DAY  TRAVEL  AUTHORIZATION  FROM  THE  AUTHORITIES  IN  SUOI 
NHO  NEW  ECONOMIC  ZONE  (NEZ)  WHICH  WAS  LOCATED  IN  DONG 
NAI  (FORMERLY  LONG  KHANH)  PROVINCE.    SOURCE  THEN 
TRAVELLED  TO  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  (HCMC)  WHERE  HE  BOARDED  A 
TRAIN  TO  HANOI.    SOURCE  WENT  BY  BUS  FROM  HANOI  TO  DIEN 
BIEN  PHU.    WHILE  ENROUTE  FROM  HANOI  TO  DIEN  BIEN  PHU 
SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  OF  CAUCASIANS. 

1|.  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HIS  BUS  STOPPED  AT  A 

POLICE  CHECK  POINT  IN  THE  AREA  OF  MAI  SON  AKA  MUONG 
CHANH  (UJ  9445).    ALL  PASSENGERS  ON  THE  BUS  WERE 
REQUIRED  TO  PULL  DOWN  WOODEN  SHUTTERS  WHICH  WERE  AFFIXED 
TO  THE  BUS  OVER  EACH  WINDOW.    THE  BUS  CONTINUED  ON  THE 
ROUTE  AND  APPROX  10  MINUTES  AFTER  THE  WINDOWS  WERE 
COVERED  SOURCE  LOOKED  OUT  THROUGH  A  CRACK  IN  THE  SHUTTER 
AND  OBSERVED  AT  LEAST  40  AND  NO  MORE  THAN  50  MALE 
CAUCASIANS  WHO  WERE  STANDING  INSIDE  THE  MOUTH  OF  A  VERY 
LARGE  CAVE.    SOURCE  HEARD  FROM  OTHER  PASSENGERS  ON  THE 
BUS  THAT  THE  CAVE  WAS  CALLED  "THAH-DAN_iBLl'  SOURCE 
RECALLED  THAT  THE  CAUCASIANS  WERE  WEARING  KHAKI  COLORED 
SHORT  PANTS  WITH  NO  SHIRTS  OR  OTHER  CLOTHING.    SOME  OF 
THE  CAUCASIANS  WERE  BATHING  IN  A  STREAM  WHICH  RAN  FROM 
THE  CAVE.    SOURCE  OBSERVED  SEVERAL  (NOT  SURE  HOW  MANY) 
ARMED  GUARDS  WEARING  GREEN  MILITARY  UNIFORMS.  SOURCE 
STATED  THAT  NUMEROUS  TREES  OBSTRUCTED  HIS  VIEW  OF  THE 
CAVE  AND  HE  WAS  THEREFORE  UNABLE  TO  DETERMINE  IF  THE 
GUARDS  WERE  VIETNAMESE  OR  LAO.    SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE 
SCENE  BY  LOOKING  OUT  THE  LEFT  SIDE  OF  THE  BUS.  SOURCE 
SAW  THE  GROUP  OF  CAUCASIANS  ONLY  BRIEFLY  AS  THE  BUS 
PASSED  BY  AND  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  DESCRIBE  ANY  OF  THE 
CAUCASIANS.  ALTHOUGH  THERE  WERE  APPROX  80  PASSENGERS  ON 
THE  BUS  SOURCE  DID  NOT  HEAR  ANY  OF  THEM  MENTION  THE 
GROUPS  ASIANS  AND  SOURCE  DID  NOT  ASK  ANYONE 
CONCERNING  HIS  OBSERVATION.    SOURCE  CONTINUED  HIS  TRIP 
TO  MUONG      B  VILLAGE  IN  DIEN  BIEN  PHU  T  H  DALAT 
CITY  UNTIL  17  MAY  75  WHEN  RECALLED  FOR  RE-EDUCATION. 
SOURCE  WAS  HELD  IN  TH 
979  SOURCE 

WENT  TO  VISIT  RELATIVES  AT  HIS  POB.    SOURCE  RETURNED  15 
DAYS  LATER  TO  THE  SUOI  NHO  NEZ  WHERE  HE  RESIDED  UNTIL 
DECEMBER  1982  WHEN  HE  MOVED  TO  PHNOM  PENH,  CAMBODIA. 
AFTER  THREE  MONTHS  IN  PHNOM  PENH  SOURCE  MOVED  TO  KAMPONG 

/***»*»  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  «*«**»/ 
3264  MAY  88 

SUBJ:         JCRC  RPT  T88-245,  FORTY  TO  FIFTY  MAN  GROUP  OF 
CHHANG  WHERE  HE  RESIDED  FOR  NINE  MONTHS.    SOURCE  THEN 
TRAVELLED  TO  SIEM  REAP  WHERE  HE  WAITED  FOR  15  DAYS 
BEFORE  MOVING  ON  TO  SISOPHON  IN  BATTAMBANG  PROVINCE. 


658 


SOURCE  RESIDED  IN  SISOPHON  FOR  SIX  WEEKS  THEN  MOVED  TO 
THE  BORDER  WHERE  HE  ENTERED  DONG  REK  (SITE  2)  CAMP. 
SOURCE  HAS  RECRUITED  B  THE  FRONT  FOR  UNIFICATION  OF  THE 
FATHERLAND  ON  3  MAY  84  AND  MOVED  TO  A  KHMER  ROUGE 
CONTROLLED  CAMP  IN  BO  RAI  DISTRICT  OF  TRAT  PROVINCE, 
THAILAND.    SOURCE  RETURNED  TO  SITE  2  CAMP  DURING  APRIL 
1988. 

6.  COMMENT:    SOURCE  WAS  NOT  VERY  CONVINCING  AND 

RELATED  HIS  STORY  IN  A  CONFUSING  MANNER.  THE 
INTERVIEWER  HAD  CONTACTED  SOURCE  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  RECENTLY 
INDICATED  TO  A  STONY  BEACH  INTERVIEWER  THAT  HE  HAD 
INFORMATION  REGARDING  AMERICAN  REMAINS.    SUBSEQUENT  TO 
THE  INTERVIEW  CONCERNING  SOURCE'S  REMAINS  STORY  HE 
HINTED  THAT  HE  HAD  VERY  IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  REGARDING 
LIVE  U.S.  POWS.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  HAD  BEEN 
RELUCTANT  TO  PROVIDE  HIS  INFORMATION  TO  THE  STONY  BEACH 
INTERVIEWER  BECAUSE  OF  HIS  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE 
VIETNAMESE  RESISTANCE  BASE  IN  BO  RAI  DISTRICT,  TRAT 
PROVINCE,  THAILAND.    SOURCE  FURTHER  CLAIMED  THAT  HE  WAS 
CONCERNED  ABOUT  THE  "DIPLOMATIC  PROBLEMS"  THAT  MIGHT 
ARISE  FROM  HIS  DISCLOSURE  SINCE  ZE  HAD  BEEN  WORKING  ON  A 
JOINT        pA»T/»  PROJECT  ORIENTED  TOWARD  VIETNAM. 

SOURCE  INDICATED  THAT  HE  SHOULD  BE  QUICKLY  RESETTLED  IN 
THE  U.S.  TO  AVOID  THESE    IPLOMATIC  PR0BLEHS9"  SOURCE 
ADDED  THATHE  HAD  PARTICIPATED  IN  TWO  OPERATIONS 
ASSISTED  BY  KHMER  ROUGE  FORCES  BUT  HE  HAD  NOT  BEEN 
PRESENT  DURING  THE  OPERATION  WHEN       ^iAm^  AND  HIS 

MEN  WERE  CAPTURED  INSIDE  VIETNAM.    SOURCE  WAS 
DISORIENTED  CONCERNING  HIS  ROUTE  OF  TRAVEL    N  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM  WHERE  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  OF 
CAUCASIANS  WHO, BASED  SOLELY  ON  APPEARANCE , HE  BELIEVED 
WERE  U.S.  POWS.    AT  ONE  POINT  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  THE 
CAVE  WHERE  HE  SAW  THE  CAUCASIANS  WAS  LOCATED  THREE 
KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  BORDER  OF  VIETNAM  AND  LAOS.  SOURCE 
THEN  STATED  THAT  THE  CAVE  WAS  LOCATED  QOO  METERS  FROM  . 
THE  HARD  SURFACE  ROAD  WHICH  CONNECTED  SON  LA  WITH  SAM 
NEUA  PROVINCE.  LAQS^  SOURCE  HAD  EXTREMELY  BAD  VISION 
AND  WAS  INITIALLY  UNABLE  TO  USE  THE  INTERVIEWER'S  MAPS. 
SOURCE  WAS  LATER  ABLE  TO  BORROW  EYE  GLASSES  FROM  ANOTHER 
REFUGEE  AND  WAS  ABLE  TO  POINT  OUT  DIEN  BIEN  PHU  AND  MAI 
SON  BUT  SEEMED  UNFAMILIAR  WITH  THE  GENERAL  AREA. 
OVERALL  SOURCE  GAVE  THE  IMPRESSION  THAT  HE  WAS 
EMBELLISHING  A  HEARSAY  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SIGHTING  WHILE 
CLAIMING  IT  TO  BE  FIRSTHAND.    OTHER  REFUGEES  IN  THE  CAMP 
INDICATED  THAT  SOURCE  WAS  A  DESERTER  WHO  HAD  ABANDONED 
HIS  POST  PRIOR  TO  THE  FINAL  COMMUNIST  OFFENSIVE. 
ACCORDING  TO  THESE  SAME  REFUGEES  SOURCE  WAS  RELEASED 
FROM  RE-EDUCATION  EARLY  BECAUSE  HE  HAS  A  BROTHER  WHO  IS 
A  HIGH  RANKING  OFFICIAL  IN  THE  SRV  GOVERNMENT  AND  WHO 
INTERCEDED  ON  SOUR    BEHALF.    SOURCE'S  INFORMATION  HAS 
BEEN  PASSED  TO  THE  LOCAL  STONY  BEACH  TEAM  FOR  FOLLOW-UP. 
SOURCE'S  INFORMATION  REGARDING  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  REMAINS 


WILL  BE  REPORTED  BY  SEPARATE  LETTER  REPORT.  SOURCE 

SPEAKS  NATIVE  VIETNAMESE  AND  VERY  GOOD  LAO.    SOURCE  WAS 

INTERVIEWED  PRIMARILY  IN  VIETNAMESE. 

ADMIN 

BT 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20340- 


DIA  EVALUATION  OF  PW/MIA  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE 
<&3oT-c«r  (8432) 


SUMMARY;         <SovA-c«  stated  to  interviewers  that  on  30  June  1976, 

while  undergoing  re-education  in  the  Son  La-Nghia  Lo  area,  he  observed  60  to 
70  American  PWs  held  in  Camp  2,  Intercamp  1,  Son  La-Nghia  Lo.    This  report  is 
judged  a  fabrication. 

DETAILS:      sc         a  reeducatee,  relates  that  he  observed,  for  5  to  10 
minutes,  a  group  of  (approximately  60-70)  men  who  he  believed,  based  on  their 
appearance,  were  Americans.    Based  on  observation,  some  of  the  men 

were  carrying  rolled-up  sleeping  mats  and  PAVN  issue  field  packs. 
Accompanying  the  group  were  approximately  7  PAVN  Guards  armed  with  "AK" 
rifles.    After  approximately  5  to  10  minutes  the  group  disappeared  into  the 
forest  in  a  northeastly  direction.    The  Americans  in  the  group,  according  to 
Sc        appeared  to  be  fairly  old  and  moved  slowly  as  if  they  were  in  weak 
physical  condition.    The  men  were  wearing  red  pajama-type  uniforms  with 
approximately  30mm  wide  white  vertical  stripes.    The  uniforms  had  round 
collars  and  buttons  down  the  front  of  the  shirts, 

•sc      initially  described  the  group  as  being  composed  entirely  of 
Caucasians,  but  later  recalled  that  a  small  number  had  slightly  darker 
complexion.       sc       speculated  that  the  men  of  dark  complexion  were  of 
American  Indian  or  Hawaiian  ancestry.       2>C       stated  he  had  not  met  any 
American  Indians,  but  he  was  familiar  with  Hawaiians  since  his  sister  had 
married  an  American  serviceman  in  Vietnam  who  was  a  native  Hawaiian. 

Subsequent  to  the  interview  with      sc  z^iAMi  a  reeducatee, 

held  at  the  Yen  Bai  camp  system  during  the  same  period  as     •sc        reported  he 
met     <,c.       iometime  during   mid-1976  when  he  went  on  a  labor  detail  to  Camp 
3,  Intercamp  2,  Son  La.       a/*^^  reported  he  had  never  observed  any  Americans, 
Foreigners,  or  Eurasians  in  the  Intercamp  2  area. 

ANALYSIS:    DIA  has  received  scores  of  reports  from  former  inmates  of  the  re- 
education system  around  Yen  Bai.    DIA  has  not  received  any  reports  which 
corroborates  the  presence  of  any  group  of  US  PWs  confined  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  camp  system.    The  reporting  received  by  DIA  indicates  that  Inmates  of  this 
system  engaged  in  relatively  open  communication  with  the  camp  cadre  and  guards 
and  had  relatively  easy  contact  with  the  local  populace.    There  was  generally 
an  effective  and  accurate  flow  of  Information  among  the  Inmates.  The 
effectiveness  of  this  flow  of  information  is  evident  in  the  large  volume  of 
accurate  firsthand  and  hearsay  accounts  received  by  DIA  concerning  the  presence 
of  former  /\/a/>n>y  ,  who  was  a  low  level  cadre  of  the  Yen  Bai 

camp  system  from  1975-1979.    This  extensive  reporting  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  if  American  PWs  were  incarcerated  or  rumored  to  be  Incarcerated  in  or 
near  this  camp  system,  many  of  the  persons  who  have  reported  about  the  system 
would  have  had  some  knowledge  about  the  the  PWs.    Reporting  Indicates  that 
Robert  Garwood  was  the  only  American  at  this  camp  system  and;  he  was  a  low- 
level  member  of  the  camp  staff  --  not  a  prisoner. 


CLASSIFIED  BY:  PW-MIA 
DECLASSIFY  ON:  GADR 
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EVALUATION:-  The  report  is  judged  to  be  a  fabrication. 
DATE  OF  EVALUTION:    23  May  1989 
PW-MIA  CATEGORY:  Fabrication. 
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/**A**AAAAAA  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE 
BODY 

SUBJ:      JCRC  RPT  T88-458;  FIRSTHAND  SIGHTING  OF  60  TO 
70  ALLEGED  US  PWS  HELD  IN  NORTHERN  VIETNAM  DURING  JUNE 
1976 


DOD 


SOURCE/ ADMINISTRATIVE  DATA: 


NAME:        50>i/l^  ) 
DOB: 

POB:  / 
FORMER  POSITION: 
PRESENT  LOCATION: 
IDENTIFICATION  DATA: 
DATE  OF  INFORMATION: 
MAP(S)  USED:     SHEET  NF  4810,  SERIES  1501 
DATE  OF  INTERVIEW:     23  AUG  88 
NAME  OF  INTERVIEWER:        A     A  ^^^/  ST 

OTHER:     ARRIVED  THAILAND  1  FEB  88 


BT 

30  JUN  76 


2.  dUMMARY:     SOURCE,  A  51  YOA  MALE  VM  REFUGEE, 

PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  HIS 
OBSERVATION  OF  60  TO  70  AMERICAN  PWS  HELD  IN  CAMP  2, 
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li^TERCAMP  1,  SON  LA-NIGHIA  W.     END  SUMMARY. 

3.  .  .     .  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  ON  30  JUNE  1976,  WHILE 
UNDERGOING  RE-EDUCATION  IN  THE  SON  LA-NGHIA  LO  AREA,  HE 
OBSERVED  60  TO  70  US  PWS.     SOURCE  HAD  JUST  ARRIVED  FROM 
YAN  BAI  TO  A  SOCCER  FIELD  LOCATED  NEAR  CAMPS  1  AND  2  OF 
INTERCAMP  1,  SON  LA-NGHIA  LO.     WHEN  SOURCE  ARRIVED  ON 
THE  SOCCER  FIELD,  HE  SAW  A  LARGE  GROUP  OF  PWS  WHOM  HE 
BELIEVED  WERE  AMERICANS  FORMING  UP  IN  FRONT  OF  CAMP  2. 
SOURCE  THEN  SAW  THE  GROUP  WALK  IN  A  COLUMN  OF  THREES 
(THREE  FILES  ABREAST)  FROM  CAMP  2  ACROSS  A  RED  DIRT 
ROAD  TO  A  CLEARED  AREA  BETWEEN  THE  SOCCER  FIELD  AND 
CAMPS  1  AND  2  WHICH  WERE  LOCATED  APPROX  700  METERS 
APART.    THE  CLEARED  AREA  WHERE  THE  AMERICANS  STOPPED 
WAS  LOCATED  APPROX  30  METERS  NORTH  OF  THE  SOCCER  FIELD 
WHERE  SOURCE  WAS  STANDING. 

4.  .  .  ..J  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  OF  AMERICANS  FOR 
AT  LEAST  5,  AND  NO  MORE  THAN  10  MINUTES.  SOURCE 
OBSERVED  AT  LEAST  60  MEN  AND  NO  MORE  THAN  70  MEN  WHOM, 
HE  BELIEVED,  BASED  ON  THEIR  APPEARANCE,  WERE  AMERICANS. 
SOURCE  RECALLED  THAT  THE  AMERICANS  WERE  WEARING  RED 
PAJAMA-TYPE  UNIFORMS  WITH  APPROX  30MM  WIDE  WHITE 
VERTICAL  STRIPES.     THE  UNIFORMS  HAD  ROUND  COLLARS  AND 
BUTTONS  DOWN  THE  FRONT  OF  THE  SHIRTS.     SOURCE  DID  NOT 
OBSERVE  ANY  HEADGEAR  AND  COULD  NOT  RECALL  ANY  FOOTGEAR. 
SOURCE  DID  RECALL  THAT  SOME  "OF  THE  AMERICANS  WERE 
CARRYING  ROLLED  UP  SLEEPING  MATS  AND  SOME  CARRIED  PAVN 
ISSUE  FIELD  PACKS.     SOURCE  INITIALLY  DESCRIBED  THE 
GROUP  AS  BEING  COMPOSED  ENTIRELY  OF  CAUCASIANS,  BUT 
LATER  RECALLED  THAT  A  SMALL  NUMBER  OF  THE  MEN  HAD 
SLIGHTLY  DARKER  SKIN.     SOURCE  SPECULATED  THE  MEN  WITH 
DARKER  SKIN  WERE  AMERICAN  INDIANS  OR  HAWAIIANS.  SOURCE 
ADDED  THAT  HE  HAD  NOT  MET  ANY  AMERICAN  INDIANS,  BUT  HE 
WAS  FAMILIAR  WITH  HAWAIIANS  SINCE  HIS  SISTER  HAD 
MARRIED  AN  AMERICAN  SERVICEMAN  IN  VIETNAM  WHO  WAS  A 
NATIVE  HAWAIIAN.     SOURCE  STATED  THAT  THE  AMERICANS  IN 
THE  GROUP  MOVED  SLOWLY  AS  IF  THEY  WERE  IN  WEAK 
PHYSICAL  CONDITION.     THE  ENTIRE  GROUP  APPEARED  TO  BE 
FAIRLY  OLD.     AFTER  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  5  TO  10  MINUTES,  THE  GROUP  WAS  ESCORTED  BY 
APPROX  7  PAVN  GUARDS  ARMED  '.'ITH  "AK"  RIFLES  IN  A 
NORTHEASTERLY  DIRECTION.     THE  GROUP  WALKED  INTO  THE 
FOREST  AND  SOURCE  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  THEM  AGAIN. 

5.  AFTER  SOl.iRCE  WAS  MOVED  INTO  THE  BULDING 
PREVIOUSLY  OCCUPIED  BY  THE  AMERICANS  (CAMP  2),  HE 
OBSERVED  SEVERAL  NAMES  AND  DRAWINGS  ON  THE  WALL  OF  THE 
BUILDING.     SOURCE  RECALLED  THAT  THE  NAMES  AND  DRAWINGS 
HAD  BEEN  DONE  BY  USING  BOTH  CHARCOAL  AND  RED  BRICK  AS 


WRITING/DRAWING  MATERIALS.     SOURCE  SAW  SEVERAL  NAMES 
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WmCH  HE  THOUGHT  WERE  WRITTEN  IN  ENGLISH,  KOREAN,  AND 
THAI.     SOURCE  RECALLED  HAVING  SEEN  THE  NAME  "JOHN"  AND 
THE  NAME  "CHUNG  LEE."    SOURCE  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  RECALL 
ANY  OTHER  NAMES.     SOURCE  SAW  A  DRAWING  OF  A  JET 
AIRCRAFT  WHICH  HE  SPECULATED  HAD  BEEN  DONE  BY  A  USAF 
PW.     SOURCE  SAW  A  DRAWING  OF  A  HORSE'S  HEAD  WHICH  HE 
SPECULATED  HAD  BEEN  DONE  BY  A  FORMER  MEMBER  OF  THE  U.S. 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002 

1ST  CAV  DIV.     SOURCE  ALSO  SAW  A  DRAWING  WITH  FOUR 
"TOMATO  BLOSSOMS"  WHICH  HE  SPECULATED  HAD  BEEN  DONE  BY 
A  FORMER  MEMBER  OF  THE  4TH  INF  DIV.     SOURCE  COULD  NOT 
RECALL  ANY  OTHER  DRAWINGS. 

6.  .OURCE  DESCRIBED  CAMP  2  AS  BEING  ONE 
RECTANGULAR  SHAPED  BUILDING  APPROX  25  TO  30  METERS 
LONG,  6  METERS  WIDE,  AND  4  TO  5  METERS  HIGH.  THE 
BUILDING  WAS  CONSTRUCTED  FROM  LARGE  ROCKS  SET  IN 
CEMENT.     THE  BUILDING  HAD  A  THATCH  ROOF  WHICH  HAD  BEEN 
COVERED  COMPLETELY  WITH  A  THIN  LAYER  OF  BLUE  PLASTIC 
SHEETING.     THE  BUILDING  HAD  TWO  20  CENTIMETERS  THICK 
WOODEN  DOORS  WHICH  OPENED  ON  THE  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  THE 
BUILDING.     THE  BUILDING  HAD  FIVE  TO  SIX  SMALL  WINDOWS 
ALONG  THE  SOUTHERN  WALL.     THE  WINDOWS  WERE  POSITIONED 
APPROX  3  METERS  ABOVE  FLOOR  LEVEL.     ON  THE  EAST  SIDE 
OF  THE  BUILDING  THERE  WAS  A  SMALL  WATER  WELL,  A  CAMP 
KITCHEN,  AND  A  LATRINE.     THERE  WAS  NO  FENCE  AROUND  THE 
CAMP.     INMATES  WERE  AWAKENED  AT  0530  AND  SENT  OUT  ON 
TIMBER  CUTTING  DETAILS  AT  0615.     THE  INMATES  DID  NOT 
RECEIVE  A  MORNING  MEAL.     INMATES  RESTED  FROM  1130  TO 
1330  HOURS  DURING  WHICH  TIME  THEY  RECEIVED  A  NOON  MEAL. 
INMATES  RETURNED  TO  WORK  AT  1330  AND  RETURNED  TO  CAMP 
FOR  THEIR  EVENING  MEAL  AT  1730  HOURS.     INMATES  HAD 
POLITICAL  LECTURES  AND  CRITICISM  SESSIONS  FROM  1900  TO 
2100  HOURS  AND  THEN  WENT  TO  SLEEP.     THE  CAMP  HAD  NO 
ELECTRICAL  POWER  GEf^ERATOR  AND  USED  ONLY  OIL  LAMPS 
WHICH  WERE  LOCATED  OUTSIDE  THE  BUILDING.     CAMP  1  WAS 
LOCATED  700  METERS  EAST  OF  CAMP  2.     CAMP  1  CONSISTED  OF 
12  TO  15  RECTANGULAR  BUILDINGS  WHICH  WERE  CONSTRUCTED 
FROM  RED  BRICK  SET  INTO  CEMENT.     THE  BUILDINGS  HAD  RED 
TILE  ROOFS.     CAMP  1  OBTAINED  WATER  FROM  TWO  LARGE 
RECTANGULAR  SHAPED  CISTERNS.     THE  CAMP  WAS  SURROUNDED 
BY  A  BAMBOO  POLE  FENCE  WHICH  WAS  STRUNG  WITH  BARBED 
WIRE.   BOTH  CAMPS  1  AND  2  WERE  LOCATED  BENEATH  LARGE 
TREES  WHICH  WOULD  MAKE  THEIR  OBSERVATION  FROM  THE  AIR 
VERY  DIFFICULT.     SOURCE  NEVER  OBSERVED  ANY  VISITORS  OR 
FOREIGN  DELEGATIONS  WHO  VISITED  CAMPS  1  OR  2 .  SOURCE 
VAGUELY  RECALLED  THE  LETTER  BOX  NUMBER  (LBN)  OF  CAMP  2 
WAS  "HT63". 

7.  _         SOURCE  RECALLED  THAT  OTHER  INMATES  HELD  IN 
CAMP  2  WHO  ALSO  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  OF  AMERICANS 
INCLUDED  FORMER  ARVN  MA J  ^  ■  '  ^     .  ,  (FORMER 
4TH  CORPS  IG),  FORMER  '                r;  ■               (AID  TO  BG 
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),  AND  APPROX  150  OTHER  INMATES  WHOM  SOURCE 
COULD  NOT  RECALL.     SOURCE  DID  NOT  JCNOW  THE  CURRENT' 
WHEREABOUTS  OF  EITHER  OR  fjar^    SOURCE  DID  NOT  KNOW 

OF  ANYONE  WHO  HAD  OBSERVED  THE  GROUP  OF  AMERICANS  AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPARTED  FROM  VIETNAM.     ARVN  INMATES  WORE 
BLUE  PAJAMA-TYPE  UNIFORMS  WITH  30MM  WIDE  VERTICAL  WHITE 
STRIPES  WITH  STRING  TIES. 

8.  WHEN  SOURCE  ARRIVED  IN  CAMP  2,  THE  COMMANDER 
WAS  PAVN  ILT  TRUONG  THANH,  AN  APPROX  27-28  YOA  LOCAL 
NATIVE  AND  MEMBER  OF  THE  ETHNIC  MINORITIES.     ABOUT  SIX 
MONTHS  AFTER  SOURCE  ARRIVED  IN  CAMP  2,  ILT  THANH  WAS 
REPLACED  BY  PAVN  ILT  LIEU  (LIEEUX),  AN  APPROX  28  YOA 
LOCAL  NATIVE  AND  MEMBER  OF  THE  ETHNIC  MINORITIES.  THE 
DEPUTY  AND  POLITICAL  OFFICER  OF  CAMP  2  WAS  PAVN  2LT 
KIET  (KIEETJ),  A  25-26  YOA  LOCAL  NATIVE  AND  ALSO  A 
MEMBER  OF  THE  ETHNIC  MINORITIES.     SOURCE  STATED  THAT  HE 
WAS  NOT  AWARE  OF  ANY  CADRE  WHO  COULD  SPEAK  ENGLISH. 
SOURCE  RECALLED  THAT  PAVN  GUARDS  WHO  HAD  ACCOMPANIED 
THE  GROUP  OF  AMERICANS  HE  SAW  HAD  USED  ONLY  WHISTLES  TO 
COHHUNICATE  WITH  THE  AMERICANS.    SOURCE  NEVER  HEARD  THE 
AMERICANS  SPEAK  TO  ANY  CADRE.    SOURCE  NEVER  HEARD  THE 
AMERICANS  SPEAK  AMONG  THEMSELVES. 

9.  WHILE  ON  LABOR  DETAILS  IN  THE  AREA  OF  CAMP 
2,  SOURCE  MET  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  ETHNIC  MINORITIES 
WHO  RESIDED  IN  A  SMALL  VILLAGE  (U/I)  LOCATED  APPROX  ONE 
KILOMETER  FROM  CAMP  2.     SOURCE  EXCHANGED  OLD  CLOTHING 
WITH  THE  LOCALS  FOR  FOOD.     SOURCE  HEARD  FROM  THE  LOCALS 
(U/I)  THAT  DURING  THE  FRENCH  COLONIAL  PERIOD,  CAMP  2 
HAD  BEEN  USED  BY  THE  FRENCH  FORCES  TO  HOLD  IMPORTANT 
VIETNAMESE  REVOLUTIONARIES.    SOURCE  HEARD  THE  CAMP  WAS 
UTER  USED  TO  HOLD  AMERICAN,  SOUTH  KOREAN,  AND  THAI 
PRISONERS.    SOURCE  HEARD  FROM  THE  LOCALS  THE  AMERICANS 
WERE  ALLOWED  TO  RAISE  ANIMALS.    LOCALS  ALSO  TOLD  SOURCE 
THAT  THE  AMERICANS  WERE  BEING  MOVED  BECAUSE  OF  THE 
ARRIVAL  OF  THE  ARVN  INMATES.    THE  LOCALS  TOLD  SOURCE 
THAT  BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH  WAR  AND  THE  TIME  WHEN  AMERICANS 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 
WERE  HELD  IN  THE  CAMP,  THE  BUILDING  OF  CAMP  2  HAD  BEEN 
USED  TO  HOUSE  ARVN  INMATES  WHO  HAD  BEEN  CAPTURED  IN 
SOUTHERN  UOS.    THE  LOCALS  TOLD  SOURCE  THAT  THE 
BUILDING  WAS  LATER  USED  AS  A  FACTORY  FOR  MAKING  HAND 
GRENADES.    SOURCE  RECALLED  HAVING  SEEN  MANY  HAND 
GRENADE  CASINGS  WHEt4  HE  ARRIVED  IN  CAMP  2  (SEE 
COMMEND .    LOCALS  IN  THE  CAMP  AREA  PLANTED  DRY  RICE, 
CORN,  AND  MANIOC.    SOURCE  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  ANY  LOCALS 
USING  ELEPHANTS  OR  OTHER  ANIMALS  FOR  HARVESTING  TIMBER. 
SOURCE  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  A  SPECIFIC  LOCATION  FOR 
CAMPS  1  AND  2,  BUT  RECALLED  THEY  WERE  LOCATED  APPROX  5 
TO  6  KM  NORTHEAST  OF  NGHIA  LO  (VJ4988). 
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10.  SOURCE  FLED  FROM  KIEN  PHONG  PROVINCE  WHERE 

HE  WAS  ASSIGNED  AS  A  SUBSECTOR  COMMANDER  AND  CO  OF  THE 
577TH  BN  TO  SAIGON  ON  23  APR  75.     SOURCE  REGISTERED 
WITH  COMMUNIST  AUTHORITIES  AT  TABERT  SCHOOL  IN  SAIGON 
ON  15  JUN  75.     SOURCE  WAS  MOVED  THE  SAME  DAY  TO  LONG 
GIAO  RE-ED  CAMP  WHERE  HE  WAS  HELD  UNTIL  NOVEMBER  1975, 
THEN  TRANSFERRED  TO  SUOI  MAU-BIEN  HOA.     IN  JUNE  1976 
SOURCE  WAS  ROVED  TO  NEWPORT  DOCK  IN  SAIGON  WHERE  HE 
BOARDED  THE  SHIP  "SONG  HUONG"  FOR  MOVEMENT  TO  BEN  THUY 
PORT  IN  THANH  HOA  (P).    SOURCE  THEN  MOVED  BY  SMALL  BOAT 
TO  A  RAILROAD  STATION  (NOT  SURE  OF  NAME  OR  LOCATION  DUE 
TO  DARKNESS)  WHERE  }I£  BOARDED  A  TRAIN  FOR  YEN  BAI, 
HOANG  LIEN  SON.     AFTER  ARRIVAL  IN  YEN  BAI  TOWN,  SOURCE 
CROSSED  THE  RED  RIVER  VIA  THE  AU  LAU  FERRY  AND  THEN 
MOVED  BY  TRUCK  TO  CAMP  2,  INTERCAMP  1,  SON  LA-NGHIA  LO. 
ARRIVING  ON  30  JUNE  76.     IN  OCTOBER  1976  SOURCE  WAS 
MOVED  TO  CAMP  6  AKA  KHE  THAM,  INTERCAMP  1,  LOCATED 
"SOMEWHERE  IN  THE  FORESTS"  OF  SON  LA  (P).     IN  MARCH 
1978  SOURCE  WAS  MOVED  TO  CAMP  3  AKA  KIEN  THANH, 
INTERCAMP  1,  HOANG  LIEN  SON.     IN  JUNE  1978  SOURCE  WAS 
MOVED  TO  CAMP  5,  INTERCAMP  1,  LOCATED  NEAR  YEN  BAI 
AIRFIELD.     IN  NOVEMBER  1978  SOURCE  WAS  MOVED  BY  TRAIN 
TO  A  CAMP  CALLED  "CT3"  (POSS  CONG  TRUONG/WORK  SITE  3) 
LOCATED  NEAR  A  SMALL  VILLAGE  CALLED  "LAC"  LOCATED 
"SOMEWHERE  IN  THE  FOREST"  APPROX  120  KM  FROM  VINH  CITY, 
NGHE  TINH  (P)  (SOURCE  SPECULATED  THIS  CAMP  WAS  LOCATED 
INSIDE  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE).     SOURCE  RECALLED  THAT  THE 
CAMP  SYSTEM  CONSISTED  OF  FIVE  SEPARATE  CAMPS  DESIGNATED 
CTl  THROUGH  CT5.     THE  CO  OF  CT3  WHERE  SOURCE  WAS  HELD 
WAS  PSS  LTC  (FORMER  PAVN)  TUAT  (TUAATS),  AN  APPROX  45 
YOA  NATIVE  OF  THANH  HOA.     IH  AUGUST  1980  SOURCE  WAS 
TRANSFERRED  TO  CAMP  KI,  Z30D  HAM  TAN-THUAN  HAI.  IN 
SEPTEMBER  1986  SOURCE  WAS  RELEASED  TO  RESIDE  AT 

s^o^rCJi.  V/^r-A  (HCMC). 

SOURCE  STATED  HIS  WIFE  AJ  A  fy\  C  < 

DAUGHTER  OF  VIETNAMESE  MOTHER  AND  GREEK  FATHER  WHO  WAS 
ASSIGNED  TO  FRENCH  FOREIGN  LEGION  IN  VIETNAM)  DEPARTED 
BY  AIR  FROM  VIETNAM  TO  GREECE  DURING  1977.  SOURCE'S 
WIFE  AND  FIVE  CHILDREN  CURRENTLY  RESIDE 

3. 

11  •  SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  INTERVIEW  WITH  SOURCE,  THE 

INTERVIEWER  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE  OTHER  REFUGEES  WHO  HAD 
BEEN  IN  RE-ED  IN  THE  SAME  AREA  OR  WHO  MIGHT  BE  ABLE  TO 
PROVIDE  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  SOURCE'S 
BACKGROUND.     FELLOW  REFUGEE         A//9Aof  (FORMER 
ARVN  LTC  ASSIGNED  TO  GVN  POLICE  SN  53/300267,  DPOB  1 
OCT  33  HAI  DUONG,  CIHIRENTLY  RESIDING  IN  ^-i-y 

PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  RE-ED  CHRONOLOGY: 

15  JUN  75  REGISTERED  AT  PHU  THO  TECHNICAL  CENTER 
SAIGON 

15  JUN  75  -  MAR  76:     HOC  MON  RE-ED 
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MAY  -  AUG  76:  CAMP  A,  INTERCAMP  2,  SON  LA 
AUG  76  -  OCT  77 

SON 

-     OCT  77  -  JAN  78 
OF  YEN  BAI 

TAN  LAP-VINH  PHU 


-  JAN  78 
•  MAY  82 
IHUAN  HAI. 


MAY  82 


CAMP  6,  INTERCAMP  3,  HOANG  LIEN 
HONG  CA  CAMP  LOCATED  32  KM  WEST 


TRANSFERRED  TO  CAMP  K2,  Z30D,  HAM  TAN- 


12.     ....     KJAiAl     STATED  THAT  HE  HAD  MET  SOURCE 
SOMETIME  DURING  MID- 1976  WHEN  HE  WENT  ON  A  LABOR  DETAIL 
TO  CAMP  3,  imXRCAMP  2,  SON  LA.     wAfctf  RECALLED  THAT 
'  NAfl>i  WAS  AN  ARVN  AIRBORNE  MA J  (VICE  LTC  AS  CLAIMED  BY 
fjf(tti  I .    I4M\\  ALSO  RECALLED  THAT  U^rAj[  WORKED  IN  THE 
KITCHEN  OF  CAMP  3  AND  APPEARED  TO  HAVE  AN  EASY  JOB. 
BIEN  RECALLED  THAT  CAMP  3  CONSISTED  OF  THREE  BAMBOO 
BUILDINGS  WHICH  HAD  THATCH  ROOFS.    MA/»H  STATED  THAT  HE 


/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  ******/ 
HAD  NEVER  OBSERVED  ANY  AMERICANS,  FOREIGNERS,  OR 
EURASIANS  IN  THE  INTERCAMP  2  AREA.    MAKt  STATED  THAT  HE 
COULD  RECALL  ONLY  ONE  BUILDING  WHICH  LOCALS  SAID  HAD 
PREVIOUSLY  BEEN  USED  AS  A  PRISON.     THE  BUILDING 
RECALLED  BY  MAiAl  WAS  CAMP  4  WHERE  HE  WAS  HELD.  LOCALS 
TOLD  UWfAlTHAT  CAMP  4  HAD  BEEN  USED  BY  THE  FRENCH 
FORCES  TO  HOLD  IMPORTANT  VIETNAMESE  COMMUNIST 
PRISONERS.    f/AlA6  DID  MEET  SOME  FORMER  GVN  COMMANDOS  IN 
THE  AREA  OF  CAMP  4.    THE  FORMER  COMMANDOS  WERE  TENDING 
CATTLE.     THEY  DID  NOT  SAY  WHERE  THEY  WERE  BEING  HELD, 
Bin*  DID  MENTION  THAT  THEIR  CAMP  WAS  NEARBY,  AND  SOME 
FORMER  ARVN  OFFICERS  WHO  WERE  CAPTURED  IN  SOUTHERN  LAOS 
DURING  1972  WERE  ALSO  BEING  HELD  THERE.  RECALLED 
THAT  LOCALS  RESIDING  IN  THE  AREA  OF  CAMP  4  WERE  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  MEO  (HMONG),  MUONG,  AND  THO  ETHNIC  MINORITY 
GROUPS.  DESCRIBED  CAMP  4  AS  BEING  ONE  RECTANGULAR 

SHAPED  BUILDING  CONSTRUCTED  OF  RED  BRICKS  COVERED  WITH 
CEMENT.     THE  ROOF  WAS  CONSTRUCTED  OF  POURED  CONCRETE. 
THE  BUILDING  WAS  APPROX  30  METERS  LONG,  10  TO  12  METERS 
WIDE,  AND  3.5  TO  4  METERS  HIGH.     THE  BUILDING  HAD  TWO 
ENTRY  DOORS  LOCATED  ON  ONE  SIDE  AND  SEVERAL  SMALL 
WINDOWS  ON  THAT  SAME  SIDE  OF  THE  BUILDING.     THE  WINDOWS 
WERE  POSITIONED  APPROX  1.2  METERS  ABOVE  FLOOR  LEVEL. 

SAW  SOME  WRITING  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  LANGUAGE  ON  THE 
INNER  WALLS  OF  THE  BUILDING.  BUT  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  ANY 
WRITING  IN  ENGLISH  C'R  ANY  OTHER  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE.  Tif\n\k 
STATED  THAT  WHEN  HE  ARRIVED  AT  CAMP  4  IN  MAY  1976  HE 
AND  OTHER  INMATES  REMOVED  APPROX  ONE  TON  OF  OLD  HAND 
GRENADE  CASINGS  FROM  THE  BUILDING  WHILE  CLEANING  IT 
PRIOR  TO  OCCUPATION.    ACCORDING  TO  hiArni  THE  BUILDING 
APPARENTLY  HAD  NOT  BEEN  USED  FOR  SOME  TIME  PRIOR  TO  HIS 
ARRIVAL.  f^A/rvt  STATED  THAT  HE  DID  RECALL  A  CAMP  2.  BUT 
DID  NOT  RECALL  EVER  HAVING  SEEN  SOURCE  THERE. 
I^AMe  RECALLED  THAT  CAMP  2  CONSISTED  OF  SEVERAL  BAMBOO 
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WILDINGS  WITH  THATCH  RCKDFS  (COULD  NOT  RECALL  THE 

NUMBER  OF  BUILDINGS  OR  OTHER  DETAILS).     MA»^  COULD  NOT  - 

PROVIDE  A  LOCATION  FOR  INTERCAMP  2,   BUT  RECALLED  IT  WAS 

BETWEEN  NGHIA  LP  AND  SON  LA.  RECALLED  THAT  CAMP  4 

OF  INTERCAMP  2  WAS  LOCATED  NEXT  TO  A  LARGE  ASSEMBLY 

AREA.     ON  A  HILL  NEAR  THE  CAMP,  SOURCE  OBSERVED  A  LARGE 

ANTENNA  WHICH  LOCALS  SAID  WAS  A  PAVN  RADK)  RELAY 

STATION. 

13.  Ki(\»An  STATED  THAT  SOMETIME  DURING  1978  OR 
1979,  WHILE  BEING  HI'.LD  IN  TAN  LAP-VINH  PHU,  HE  MET  SOME 
FORMER  GVN  COMMANDOS  WHO  HAD  BEEN  CAPTURED  IN  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM  DURING  1963.     THE  COMMANDOS  SAID  THEY  HAD  BEEN 
TRANSFERRED  FROM  LAO  CAI  PRISON.     THEY  TOLD  l^W^THEY 
HAD  OBSERVED  ONE  AMERICAN  MALE  CAUCASIAN  WHO  HAD 
INITIALLY  BEEN  A  PW,  BUT  LATER  DECIDED  TO  REMAIN  IN 
VIETNAM  AFTER  THE  WAR  ENDED.     THEY  DID  NOT  PROVIDE  A 
SPECIFIC  LOCATION  FOR  THEIR  SIGHTING.     THEY  TOLD  >JU^ 
THE  AMERICAN  HAD  MARRIED  A  VIETNAMESE  WOMAN  WHO  WORKED 
AS  A  SCHOOL  TEACHER.     THEY  SAID  THE  AMERICAN  WAS  CALLED 
NAM  AND  HE  LIVED  A  NORMAL  LIFE  AMONG  LOCAL  VILLAGERS. 
EXCEPT  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  CALLED  NAM,  BIEN  DID  NOT 
OBSERVE  OR  HEAR  ABOUT  ANY  OTHER  AMERICANS  REMAINING  IN 
VIETNAM. 

ANOTHER  REFUGEE  IN  SITE  ?  CAMP  ALSO  REMEMBERED 
SOURCE  HA*^    FORMER  ARVN  ILT        ^i>c^    (DPOB  8  JAN  44, 
CHO  LON/SAIGON)  A  FORMER  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  INSTRUCTOR  AT 
THE  ARVN  LANGUAGE  SCHOOL,  SAID  HE  HAD  MET  IN  CAMP 

Z30D  HAM  TAN  -  THUAN  HAI.     HAN  RECALLED  THAT    W>N^WAS  A 
FORMER  ARVN  MAJ  HELD  IN  CAMP  K2  OF  Z30D.  MAM^  SAID  THAT 
SOURCE  WAS  WELL  LIKED  BY  CAMP  CADRE  AND  WAS  PLACED  IN 
CHARGE  OF  MAINTAINING  ORDER  (TRAT  TU)  OVER  OTHER 
INMATES  IN  T 

CAMP.  RECALLED  THAT  SOURCE  WAS 

EVENTUALLY  RELIEVED  FROM  THAT  JOB  (POSSIBLY  AT  HIS  OWN 
REQUEST,  BUT  NOT  SURE)  AND  REASSIGNED  TO  A  COVETED 
POSITION  IN  THE  CAMP  KITCHEN.  MRhVC  STATED  THAT  i^AmC- 
NEVER  MENTIONED  ANYTHING  CONCERNING  LIVE  AMERICANS  IN 
HIS  PRESENCE.  /U»VH£  .KLSO  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  OR  HEAR  ABOUT 
ANY  AMERICANS  REMAINING  IN  VIETNAM. 

14.  FELLOW  REFXEE     (JAia(S.  A  FORMER 
INTERROGATOR  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  NATIONAL  INTERROGATION 
CENTER  OF  THE  GVN  CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  ORGANIZATION, 
SAID  HE  HAD  HEARD  FROM  SEVERAL  REFUGEES  IN  SITE  2  CAMP 
THAT  SOURCE  |pja*  HAD  BEEN  AN  "ANTENNA"  ( INFORMANT)  THE 
ENTIRE  TIME  HE  WAS  IN  RE-EDUCATION.    ^/AmC  ALSO 
RECALLED  THAT  «»C    HAD  LIED  CONCERNING  Hlf.  RANK,  SINCE 
ALL  REFUGEES  WHO  KNEW  HIM  AGREED  THAT  HE  WAS  A  FORMER 
MAJ  RATHER  THAN  A  LTC  AS  CLAIMED  BY 

/*iHrk**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  ****^/ 
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STATED  THAT  IN  HIS  OPINION,  ANY  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY 
*bC/'   SHOULD  BE  RECEIVED  WITH  CAUTION. 
15.  COMMENT:     SOURCE  RELATED  HIS  STORY 

HALTINGLY,  PAUSING  FREQUENTLY  TO  REFRESH  HIS  MEMORY. 

AT  ONE  POINT,  STATED  THAT  THE  LARGE  GROUP  OF 
AMERICANS  WAS  HELD  IN  THE  CAMP  2  BUILDING  AT  THE  TIME 
HE  ARRIVED,  BUT  LATER  DESCRIBED  THE  SAME  BUILDING  AS 
BEING  LITTERED  WITH  OLD  HAND  GRENADE  CASINGS  AND 
DEBRIS.  QUICKLY  REVERSED  HIS  STATEMENT,  HOWEVER, 

AND  SAID  THE  BUILDING  HAD  BEEN  CLEARED  PRIOR  TO  HIS 
ARRIVAL.     SOURCE  VOLUNTEERED  FOR  EXAM  BY  POLYGRAPH  AND 
STRESSED  HE  HAD  NO  REASON  TO  BE  UNTRUTHFUL  BECAUSE  HE 
HAS  NO  FAMILY  REMAINING  IN  VIETNAM  AND  IS  QUALIFIED  TO 
GO  TO  THE  US  SINCE  HIS  WIFE  AND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  US  ARE 
SPONSORING  HIM.    SC      CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  GRADUATED  FROM 
CLASS  16  OF  THE  RVN  NATIONAL  MILITARY  ACADEMY.     WE  NOTE 
THAT  SOURCE  IS  LISTED  ON  PAGE  205  OF  THE  ARVN  OFFICER'S 
REGISTER  (CPT,  DOR  1  JAN  70).     FELLOW  REFUGEE  AND 
FORMER  FELLOW  INMATE  IN  SON  LA  WHO  DID  NOT  SEE  THE 
AMERICANS  (  .,  PARA  11  ABOVE)  IS  ALSO 

LISTED  IN  THE  ARVH  OFFICER'S  REGISTER  ON  PAGE  85  (MAJ, 
DOR  19  JUN  68).      H^tAt      CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  GRADUATED 
FROM  CLASS  10  OF  THE  NATIONAL  MILITARY  ACADEMY.  LTC 

ALSO  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  ATTENDED  THE  PSYOPS  COURSE  AT 
FT  BRAGG  NC  DURING  1967  AND  THE  ADVANCED  INFANTRY 
OFFICER'S  COURSE  AT  FT  BENNING  GA  DURING  1968.  SOURCE 
SC.    DID  NOT  CLAIM  ANY  TRAINING  IN  THE  US,  BUT  DID 
CLAIM  TO  HAVE  ATTENDED  6  WEEKS  OF  JUNGLE  WARFARE/ 
COUNTER  GUERILLA  OPERATIONS  TRAINING  IN  SINGAPORE 
DURING  1964.     SOURCE'S  HAND  DRAWN  SKETCH  OF  THE  AREA 
WHERE  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  OBSERVED  THE  AMERICANS  WILL  BE 
FORWARDED  SEPARATELY.     SOURCE'S  INFORMATION  HAS  BEEN 
PASSED  TO  THE  LOCAL  STONY  BEACH  TEAM.     DECL:  OADR 
ADMIN 
BT 

//6146 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  CASUALTY  DATA  DIVISION 

RESOLUTION  CENTER  ANALYSIS  &  STUDIES 

REFUGEE  REPORT  PRELIMINARY  EVALUATION  


REFUGEE  REPORT  NUMBER  &  DATE:  Tti&-458,  070S3  7Z  September  1968 
ANALYST: 

CROSS  REFERENCE (S ) :  None 


CATEGORY  DATA:     Live  Sighting/Firsthand  Account 


FINDINGS:     Initial  analysis  of  the  information  provided  by  this 
source  indicates  this  report  correlates  to  1<EFN0  0155 — a  resolved 
incident.     Tliis  is  not  a  final  evaluation. 


CORRELATE  DATA:      RCFIjO  0155:  /Virt/>r^  was 

cai>tured  in  the  Danang  area   in  September  1^C5.     When  the  American 
POW's  were  repatriated  in  1973,    /V^/K^,   elected  to  remain  in 
Vietnam.     He  returned  to  the  U.S.    in  Marcli  1979. 


BACKGROUND  COMMENTS;     The  other   information  proviue  in  this 
report   is   irisu  f  f  icient   to  establish  a  correlation  with  data  in 
JCRC  files. 


olonel,  USA 


Commander 

THIS  EVALUATION   IS  UNCLASSIFIED  WHEN  SEPARATED  FROM  BASIC  REPORT. 


DISPOSITION:  JCRC-LNB 

DIA/l^V-MlA 


JCRC  FILE(S):     REFNO  0155 
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:ONFIDF.NTIALITY  IS  YES 
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DNTRY  LOCATED  23  : 
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SUBSOURCES 
ACTIONS  51 

CURRENT  ACT  45 
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DATE  RECEIVED 
SOURCE  DOB 
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CAMP  2 
INTERCAMP  2 
JOHN 
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CAPTIVITY  39 
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POLYGRAPH  CATEGORY  53: 
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JOIN  r  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTtR 


LIAISON  OFFICE 
AMERICAN  EMBASSY 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96346-0001 


FROM:  JCRC-LNO 

TO:      Commander,  JCRC 


13   September  1988 


SUBJ 


ECT:      Letter  of   Transmittal,  Refugee 


Tnnr    mcK      DTG    070537Z   SEP    88  (JCRC 

1.  Please  refer  to  our  message  JCRC  bkk,  dh> 

Rpt  T88-458). 

2.  Enclosed   is   the  hand  drawn  memory   sketch  provided  by  subject 
refugee . 


Lt   Col,  OSAF 

Chief,    Liaison  Division 


Atch: 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
Air  Force  Office  of  Special  Investigations  District  4  (AFOSI) 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Washington,  DC  20331 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 

OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN:  AFOSI  DIST  4  DATE:  29  Jul  81  " 

REFERENCE:  INITIAL  REPORT  File  NO:  8104D479-1 

STATUS:  CLOSED  PERIOD:  28-29  Jul  81 

REPARED  BY:  SA  

TITLE:  '  AKA:  Male  Born:  unk,  1956,  Laos,  Civilian  Alien, 

SSAN:'unk 


DISTRIBUTION: 

HQ  AF0SI/CVP6  4 

(DIA  -  Info  -  2) 
File  1 


Commander 


This  is  a  privileged  document  under  military  law  and  within  the  USAF 
will  be  handled  in  accordance  with  AFR  to  protect  both  the  interests 

of  the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  the  reputations  of  the  parties  involved.  If  this 
report  is  classified,  see  DOD  5200. 1-R. 
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Reports  from  Lao  commum'ty  at  Merced,  California  indicate  that  S  c, 

was  addicted  to  Marijuana  and  also  a  Marijuana  dealer;  he  was  also  a  child 
abuser,  accused  of  having  sexual  intercourse  with  his  12  year  old  wife's  sister. 
He  was  arrested  by  police  and  jailed  during  the  period  25  March  1986  to  Tl  April 
1986;  his  bail  was  $1000  which  was  put  up  by  the  Lao  community  in  '  SP 
Now  he  is  awaiting  trial. 

He  used  to  be  a  gangster  and  was  addicted  to  Marijuana  while  he  was  in  Laos;  at 
the  present  time  his  hands  shake  because  of  heavy  doses  of  Marijuana. 

On  the  18  April  1986,      ^  called  the  VO-PW s  office  from 

-2C>       to  talk  to    f^(jjrrk^      about  his  problem.    He  complained  that  while  in- 
jail  the  inmates  have  beaten  him  up  3  times;  now  he  was  so  afraid  to  go  back  to 
jail  after  trial.    The  doctors  have  proof  that  his  wife's  sister  did  have'sexual 
intercourse  with  him,  but  he  always  has  denied  it. 

For  this  reason  asked  POW/MIA  office  to  go  back  to  Laos  to 

search  for  American  POWs  or  to  work  with  the  resistance;  he  also  said  that  he 
would  like  to  die  in  Laos  instead  of  die  in  jail  over  here. 

Comments:    The  use  of  marijuana  probably  helped  him  to  pass  a  polygraph 
examination  4  years  ago  when  he  was  questioned  about  seeing  6  American  POWs  at 
Huang  Khoua  in  1978. 

I 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY  OUTGOING 


^      rUl  11  nSS  :  (77t 

(OUTINC  "  -  CCNSCR  ttCSSkCC  -  iUi  UHkRACTCRS 

•trcKNCt  mon  oi«  vasnincton  oc//oi-;c//,  ssn       at  h  imi  scrti 

RMIINC  ASSICNCO  lY  dSS: 

HARR    WCUl  AjrC 
rRIRICR  ASSICNCD  IT  KS: 

ciii  »i.  oeuui, 

SOIJCCT  ASSKNCO  IT  tlSS: 

OIA,  0«.  CRCF,  VEUl,  fRANCt,  CANADA,  REFUCCC, 

RWXJCS,  SC  ASIA,  rOlANO  TF, 
eiCIIONART:  GJ,  PROFIIE: 

IS  137  If]  lit  2Ji  7Si  316  317  312  Hi 
miC-AUTOOIR  RSC  RUHRER: 

i-nun 

aS»  -  N$S1«3       nCM  :  tl247/a3J72       TOR  :  tI2472«S) 
EZOI: 

RTISZTUV  RUEKJCS  1460  2472102-  KDIC. 

ZNT 

EZ02: 

R  M2I022  SEP  «1 

Fll  DIA  UASKINCTON  0C//0I-7C// 

TO  luniBX/USOAO  lARCXOK  IN//JCRC-INO// 

RunJFS/AnEn8A:$Y  vientiame  la 

IRFO  RUHORQA/CINCPAC  HONOlUlU  RI//J2/JJ// 

RMOIPA/COR  JCRC  tUlBERS  PT  HI 

■1 

SECTION  01  or  02 

tZlJ: 
EZ04: 

SUBJ:    U.S.  PUS  AllECEOLT  DETAINED  ID  lAOS  U) 
EZ0S: 

1.  RECENIIT,  A  COn.US  lOCATEO  lAO  REFUCEE  HAS 
REPORTED  THE  OSSERVAIlOU  OF  SIX  (6)  U.S.  PUS  IN  A  OErEKTlOa  FACIIITT 
HEAR  nUONC  KHOA,  lAOS,  DyPIHG  £U.1.«KR  1S77.     HE  f<»iM<TO  Mm  SftN 
ACCOhPANIED  OH  THIS  TRIP  If  ANOTKEP.  UO  REFUCEE         €SC-  WHO 
CORRERTIT  RESIDES  AT  CCORDINS  TO  ^C, 

e,i^AtO  SAW  TKESE  SIX  CAUCASIAN  PRISOHEK:.     AFUK  nAKINC  THIS  OBSER- 
VATION,      5i2.J  ^^^FERED  NONC  KHAI  TOCETHER  IN  137t.     THEY  THEN 
lECAK  ASSOCIATLD  WIIH  lAO  RESISIAIlCE  ACTIVIST  •  flXimO 

^ig^ClAinS  TO  reported  this  ILFOKHATIOli  TO  P    /f^e  *NC  rn 

iHtK  HAVE  BECOtU  INVOIVEO  V\tnJl)a/ntC  <tCS>STANI.t  ACTIVITY.  J C- 
ClAinS  TO  NAVE  PROVIDED  THE  SICNATURES  Of  SEVERAL  NICH  RANKINC  PATHET 
lAO  CFFICIAIS  TO  FACILITATE  TKE  FORCERV  OF  DOCUMENTS  ..AIMS  10 

■AVr  ItEN  PROVIDED  THESE  DOCUNENTS  SY  A  FEttAlE  (Hf  I)  CONTACT  IN  THE 
IPOR  MINISTRY  Of  PlA.'JMIBe.  AODI T lOMitLLY  SC-.tAltlS  10  HAVE  PRO- 
VIDEO  A  lARCE  •APPOIKTnEHT-  BOOK  TO  /[ji/ird.  THE  BOOH,  WHICH  HE 
aAlIKO  TO  RAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  SAtlE  FEMALE,  CONTAINED  THE  DATES 
AND  PLACES  OF  MEETINGS  OF  VARIOUS  LPDR  OFFICIALS.  SC  CLAIMED  THAT 
f^Bjn<  PWVICEO  THE  BOOK  Tf  P(5;FFICIALS  WHO  COPIED  THE  BOOK  AMD 
RETURNED  IT  TO  rtJj,ynC        KVmf  OAfPr 

L  j.-- 

returned  ii  10  the  female. 

2.  IT  VAT  l:  lACKSROUNO.  ^   ADVISES  THAT  THE  NAilE 

Q2,  IS  «  NAME  THAT  HE  ASSUMED  WHEN  HE  ENTERED  NONG  KHAI.    HE  ADVISED 
THAI  HE  'ADOPTED"  THE  FAMILY  OF  I   f}LrriC       BECAUSE  HE  FELT  THIS 
WUlO  FACILITATE  HIS  RELOCATION  TO  A  THIRD  COUNTRY.    HE  CLAIMS  THAT 
HE  WAS  ABLE  TO  PASS  THROUGH  IMMIGRATION  WITHOUT  REVEALING  i!IS  ACTUAL 
IDENTITY.    HE  CLAIMS  HOW  THAT  HIS  ACTUAL  NAME  IS  ST.' 
P"P  THAI  HE  IS  THE  SON  OF  FORMER  ROYAL  LAO  POLICE  ■  Ail/mC. 
I^JO/yt^    HE  ADVISED  THAT  HIS  MOTHER  RESIDES  CURRENTLY 

ON  lA  DONG  STREET  IN  VIENTIANE  AND  THAI  HIS  FAIHER  HAS  BEEN  III 
REEDUCATION  SINCE  1J73   (FIRST  AT  VIENC  XAI  AKO  NOV  AT  ATIOPEU).  TWO 
OLDER  EROIICRS  DESIDE  IN  FRANCE   UCiORCSSES  UNKNOWN)  AND  ONE  SISTCI! 
RESIDES  IN  CANADA  UDDRESS  UNKNOWN).     0.1E  BROTHER  AKO  TWO  SISTERS 
CURRENTLY  RESIDE  IN  VIENTIANE  WITH  HIS  MOTHER.     HE  DESCRIBES 
M(i/7nu   AS  A  TALL  LIGHT  SKINNED  LAO  WITH  A  DEFECT  OF  THE  LEFT  EVL 
AND  A  CROOKED  LOWER  JAW  (THE  RESULT  OF  AN  AUTO  ACCIDENT). 
IS  APPROXIMATELY  GS/GS  YEARS  OLD  NOW.    HE  INDICATES  THAT  BOTH  HIS 
nOlNER  AND  FATHER  WERE  BORN  IN  SOUTHERN  LAOS  AND  THAT  HIS  FATHERS 


PARENTS  (WHOSE  NAMES  HE  CAHNOT  RECAILI  LAST  RESIDED  III  PARSE,  WERE 

HE  VISITED  THEM.   IN  1S74 

3.  ..    ACCORDING  TO  A  SOURCE  AVAILABLE  TO  DI-7C.  WHO  IS  VERY 
FAMILIAR  WITH  THE  fjl/r^i    FAMILY,  THE  PHYSICAL  OtSCRIPIION  OF 
/\)Cl/f/\<i..  AS  PROVIOtO  BY  SC  .  IS  ACCURATE.    HOWEVER,  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  DI-7C  SOURCE,  IS  APPROXIMATELY  S2  YEARS  OLD.  FURTHER, 

SC     VAS  BORN  IN  SAVANNAKHET  AND  HIS  PARENT^  WERE  lESIOINC  ■•> 
SAVANRAKNET  IN  1S74.    ACOl IIOHALLY,  THIS  SOURCE  ADVISED  THATAJ^ 
LAST  VISITED  THE  U.S.   IN  1314  AND  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  nSIICRATIOH 
POLICE  IN  VIENTIANE  AS  LATE  AS  137S.     INFORMATION  AT  CIA  INDICATES 
lOO/rXj'  '^^"^  ""^  ^tVAMHAKHET. 

ADDITIONALLY,  DI-7C  HAS  IDEHIIFIEO  A  COHUS  LOCATED  FORMER  LAO  FOLIC 
COLONEL  WHO  CLAIMS  FAMILIARITY  WITH  AND  VARIOUS^FAMILY 

MEMBERS.  THIS  HAN  WILL  BE  CONTACTED  DURING  WEEK  OF  3  SEPT  AND  IHTE 
VIEW  SHkJLD  SHED  FURTHER  INSIGHT  OH  ."GC^  ;IAIME0  FAMUr  RELAT  ION- 
SHIP. 

4.  FOR  JCRC.  lANGKOK-RECUEST  YOU  AGfclo  rnuTlCT  I  (Ot^^  > 
AT  NONG  KHAI.    lEOUESI  YOU  DETERMINE  FROM  ik/r'-  .  .\ 

A.  IF  "lOVIDEO  HIM  WITH  fV/MIA  INFOSMATIOH 
RELATING  TO  THE  OBSERVATION  OF  SIX  CAUCASIAN  PRTSONERS  AT  .HUONG  KHO 
IN  1977.  . 

B.  IF  *  PROVIDED  AHY  TYPE  OF  RES4STAHCE  SUPPORT  TO 
/DS/fr^  PARTICULAR  EMPHASIS  SHOULD  EE  PLACED  OH  ANY  DOCUMENTS  PRO- 
VIDEO  BY   ^C.  J  ■ 

AOOITIOHAILY,  REQUEST  YOU  ATTEMPT  TO  IDENTIFY  AND  DEBRIEF  LAO  REFUC 

HhoT^   TE.    QC~   mmicration  files  choulo  assist  in  IDEHTIFYI 

^AS  I  AIMED  SZ^  A  BROTHER.    WE  KNOW  ONLY  THAT  IE  RESIDES  I 

IBt  -NEW  BtTllOING*  AT  N  AMD  THAT  HE  n  A 

MEMBER  OF  THE  LAO  'THAI-KAM'  ETHNIC  MINORITY.  AD0ITIONM.LY,  n^o^i-^ 
MAY  BE  OF  ASSISTANCE  IN  lOCATINC^W  1  a:;PORTEDlY  WORKEC  FOR 

tCCOROIKG  t£C'        if  iuu  ARE  ACIE  TO  DEBRIEF  TE,  REOUEST 
YOU,  AS  GENERAL  GUIDANCE.  FOCUS  ON  TKE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES: 
A.  DID  HE  TRAVEL  TO  MUONC  KHOA  WITH  <  I  77* 

C.  HOW  DID  THEY  TRAVEL  TO  HUONG  KHOA?  .LA  I  MS  IN  SIX 
TRUCKS). 

C.      ..  FROM  WHAT  CITY  DID  THEY  DEPART  FROM  FOR  IWONG  KHOA* 
CLAIMS  VIENTIANE). 

n  DID  THEY  ^EE  AHY  CAUCASIAN  PRISONERS  AT  MUOHG  KHOA? 

CLAIMS  SIX  CAUCASIAN  PRISONcRS  A:  A  DETENIION  FACILITY  EAST  0 
MUONC  KHOA  APPROXIMATELY  10  KILOMEnRS).  _^ 

E.  DID  SOMEBODY  TELL  THEM  THE  CAUCASIAHS  WERE  AMERICANS? 

2^    ClAlilS  A  PL  MEMBER  OF  THE  SIX  TRUCK  CARAVAN). 

I.  A  DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  or  THE  DETEHIIOH  FAC'LITY     5  C- 

CLAIMS  THREE  PERIMETER  FEHCi .  WITH  i  NOUNTAIK  AHD  A  SMALL  LAKE  CON- 
TAIHEO  THEREIN.  THE  CAUCASIAirPRISOHERS  WERE  HELD  TN  A  CAVE  AT  THE 
BASE  OF  THE  MOUUIAIH  AND  WERE  WAIKIKG  TOWARD  THE  LAKE  WHEN  OBSERVED 

G.  I  IF  3dS  AWARE  OF  ANY  OTHER  WITNESSES  TO  THIS  SIGHTING 
WHO  ARE  NOW  OUT  OF  LAOS.  SC.,  CLAIMS  TWO  OTHERS-ONE  HOW  IN  CAMAO* 
AND  ONE  LIVING  IN  A  VILLAGE  OUI^IOE  OF  NC!IE  KKAI  (lOCAIlO!!  UNCLEAR 
NOW)). 

UNDERSfPASATE  COVER,  REC'EST  YOU  PROVIDE  COPIES  PF  All  IMMIGRATION 
OCCUMEHTS  AVAILABLE  Rt  5^  ADDI I lONALLT,  REOUEST  YOU  QUESTION 
I    RE  ACKGROUNO. 

I  FOR  AMEM8ASSY  VIENTU  I,  lAOS-IF  CONDITIONS  PERMIT   UWARE  I 

BT 

EZBS: 

ACTION  Di-7C(«I  OIA(«l  n),6,7,F) 
INFO     DR(x)  DD(>)  CSC<)  NMIC(l)  DB-2C  (<) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 
14460  »  '  — 
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6  MAY  1986 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:     Status  of  ^  as  of  May  1986 

1.  On  18  April  1986,  Sc  telephoned  an  analyst 
in  VO-PW  to  report  on  his  current  dilemma.    On  25  March  1986 

^(L  was  arrested  by  police  in    -  <SO  -  . 

and  charged  vith  child  abuse  (having  sexual  intercourse  with 
the  12-year  old  sister  of  his  wife).     He  was  released  on  11 
Aoril  1986,  under  $1000  bail,  and  is  awaiting  trial. 

denies  the  charge.    While  in  jail,  he  was  beaten  by 
inmates  on  three  occasions,  and  is  now  afraid  of  returning 
to  jail  after  his  trial.  _  telephoned  VO-PW  to 

volunteer  to  return  to  Laos  in  search  of  American  PWs, 
because  he  would  rather  die  in  Laos  than  in  jail  in 

2.  On  21  April  1986,  the  VO-PW  analyst  talked  to  members  of 
the  Lao  community  in  and  learned  that 

is  addicted  to  the  drug  marijuana,  that  he  is  a  dealer  in 
marijuana,  and  that  his  addiction  to  drugs  extends  back  to 
his  residency  in  Laos  in  the  1970' s.    At  present,  he  is 
extremely  nervous,  and  his  hands  shake  visibly  because  of 
his  addiction  and  ingestion  of  heavy  doses  of  marijuana. 

3.  ■  .  current  address  is:  , 


/?»/ 
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DOI:  (U)  880208  (RO) 
REQS:    (U)  D-VOP-il3n68 

SOURCE:         A  LAO  RESIDENT  OF  CANADA  WHOSE  REPORTING  RELIABILITY 
HAS  NOT  BEEN  ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY:        •    SOVIET  TECHNICAL  ADVISORS  TRAVELED  BY  TRUCK  AND  MI-8 

HELICOPTER  THROUGHOUT  NORTHERN  LAOS  DURING  1976-8M. 

TEXT: 

1.  IN  MID  1979  SOURCE  WAS  RELEASED  FROM  THE  OU  TAI  PRISON- 

((2207N-10148E))  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELY  25  KM  WEST  OF  PHONG  SALY 
CITY,  PHONG  SALY  PROVINCE.    WHILE  AT  THE  OU  TAI  PRISON  SOURCE- 
SERVED  AS  THE  HERBAL  DOCTOR  FOR  PRISON  INMATES  THERE.    AFTER  HIS 
RELEASE  FROM  PRISON  HE  WAS  RECRUITED  BY  VIETNAMESE  FIELD  DOCTORS 
ASSIGNED  TO  AN  EIGHT  MAN  MILITARY  MEDICAL  TEAM  PROVIDING  GENERAL 
HEALTH  CARE  TO  CIVILIAN  RESIDENTS  OF  PHONG  SALY  PROVINCE.  ..LATER  IN  - 
1979  THE  EIGHT  MAN  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL  TEAM,  THEN  BASED  AT  PHONG 
SALY  CITY,  RELOCATED  TO  THE  NEW  PROVINCIAL  SEAT  FOR  PHONG  SALY 
PROVINCE  ESTABLISHED  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  TOWN  ( (2105N-10231E) ) ,  PHONG 
SALY  PROVINCE.    MUONG  KHOUA  WAS  AN  APPROPRIATE  PLACE  FOR  THE  NEW 
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PROVINCIAL  SEAT  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  LOCATED  SOME  DISTANCE  FROM  THE 
CHINESE  BORDER  AND  WAS  CLOSE  TO  LINES  OF  COMMUNICATION  TO  NORTHERN 
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VIETNAM. 

2.  WHEN  SOURCE  ARRIVED  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  THE  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL 

TEAM  ESTABLISHED  THEIR  OFFICES  IN  THE  PHONG  SALY  PROVINCIAL 
HOSPITAL  LOCATED  NEAR  A  HELIPAD  AT  MUONG  KHOUA.    SOURCE  WAS  NOT 
AWARE  WHEN  THE  PROVINCIAL  HOSPITAL  WAS  BUILT  BUT  IT  HAD  OBVIOUSLY 
BEEN  IN  EXISTENCE  FOR  SEVERAL  YEARS  PRIOR  TO  SOURCE'S  ARRIVAL 
THERE.     IN  1980  SOURCE  ACCOMPANIED  THE  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL  TEAM  WHEN 
IT  MOVED  TO  MUONG  MAI  SEMINAR  CAMP  ( (21 10N-102i|3E) )  WHERE  IT 
PROVIDED  MEDICAL  SUPPORT  FOR  APPROXIMATELY  1000  SEMINAR  INMATES, 
PRIMARILY  FORMER  ROYAL  LAO  ARMY  MILITARY  OFFICERS  WHO  HAD  BEEN 
PREVIOUSLY  ASSIGNED  TO  MILITARY  REGION  I.    SOURCE  RETURNED  TO  MUONG 
KHOUA  ROUTINELY  TO  PICK  UP  MEDICINE  FROM  THE  MUONG  KHOUA  HOSPITAL 
WHICH  SUPPLIED  MEDICINE  TO  SEMINAR  CAMPS  SUCH  AS  MUONG  MAI.  SOURCE 
REMAINED  IN  THIS  AREA  UNTIL  LATE  1983  WHEN  THE  VIETNAMESE  MILITARY 
MEDICAL  TEAM  WAS  WITHDRAWN  FROM  PHONG  SALY  PROVINCE  FOR  ASSIGNMENT 
TO  PROVIDE  MEDICAL  SUPPORT  TO  FORMER  LAO  ARMY  OFFICER  INMATES  AT 
THE  DAK  CHUNG  SEMINAR  CAMP,  SARAVAN  PROVINCE.    THE  TEAM  WAS 
WITHDRAWN  FROM  LAOS  IN  MARCH  198M  FOR  ASSIGNMENT  IN  CAMBODIA. 
SOURCE  SUBSEQUENTLY  FLED  LAOS  TO  THAILAND  IN  DEC  84  WHILE  AT 
VIENTIANE  CITY  PICKING  UP  MEDICINE  TO  TAKE  BACK  TO  PAKSE  FOR  ISSUE 
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TO  THE  DAK  CHUNG  SEMINAR  CAMP. 

3.  STARTING  IN  1976  A  MILITARY  COLORED  MI-8  BEGAN  FLYING  IN 
TO  THE  AIRPORT  AT  OU  TAI.    FOUR  CAUCASIAN  MALE  SOVIETS  NORMALLY 
CAME  ON  EACH  FLIGHT,  STAYING  AT  OU  TAI  FOR  PERIODS  FROM  ONE  DAY  TO 
ONE  WEEK.    AIRCRAFT  PILOTS  WERE  VIETNAMESE.    PURPOSE  OF  THEIR  VISIT 
WAS  UNKNOWN. 

4.  WHEN  SOURCE  FIRST  ARRIVED  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  IN  MID  1979  HE 
FOUND  A  TEN  MAN  SOVIET  TEAM  OPERATING  AT  THE  PHONG  SALY  PROVINCIAL 
HQ  AT  MUONG  KHOUA.    HE  WAS  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THE  INDIVIDUALS,  ALL 
CAUCASIAN  MALES  WEARING  NONDESCRIPT  CIVILIAN  CLOTHING  AS  SOVIETS 
BASED  ON  INFORMATION  FROM  OTHER  LAO  AND  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL  WITH  WHOM  SOURCE  WAS  WORKING  AT  THE  TIME.    THE  SOVIET 
PERSONNEL  WERE  REPORTEDLY  AN  "ADVISORY  TEAM"  AND  PROVIDED  TECHNICAL 
ADVICE  ON  A  VARIETY  OF  SUBJECTS  TO  LAO  PROVINCIAL  AUTHORITIES. 
ACCORDING  TO  HEARSAY  FROM  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  WITH  WHOM  SOURCE  * 
WORKED,  THE  SOVIETS  HAD  FIRST  ARRIVED  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  CIRCA  1977  AND 
DURING  1977-78  A  FOUR  MAN  SOVIET  TEAM  ROUTINELY  FLEW  BY  MI-8 
HELICOPTER  WITH  VIETNAMESE  PILOTS  TO  MUONG  KHOUA.    THE  SOVIET 
TECHNICIANS  TRAVELED  FROM  THEIR  BASE  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  TO  VARIOUS.  .  . 
LOCATIONS  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS  TO  INCLUDE  LUANG  PRABANG  CITY,  VIENTIANE 
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CITY,  GUDOMSAY  PROVINCE,  AND  THE  NAM  PAK  HOSPITAL  APPROXIMATELY  10 
KM  SOUTHEAST  OF  MUONG  KHOUA  ON  HIGHWAY  19  ALONG  THE  ROAD  LEADING  TO 
DIEN  BIEN  PHU  IN  NORTHWESTERN  NORTH  VIETNAM. 

5.  .        SOURCE  RECALLED  OBSERVING  THE  TEN  MAN  SOVIET  ADVISORY  TEAM 
AT  MUONG  KHOUA  EACH  TIME  HE  VISITED  THERE  DURING  1979-83.  THE 
SOVIETS  APPEARED  TO  HAVE  FREEDOM  OF  MOVEMENT  AND  WERE  NOT 
ACCOMPANIED  BY  SOVIET  GUARDS  WHILE  AT  MUONG  KHOUA.    ON  A  NUMBER  OF 
OCCASIONS  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  SOVIETS  ARRIVE  AT  OR  DEPART  FROM 
MUONG  KHOUA.    THEY  ARRIVED  AND  DEPARTED  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  BY  SOVIET 
MI-8  HELICOPTER.    ON  A  NUMBER  OF  OCCASIONS  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE 
SOVIETS  ARRIVE  OR  DEPART  MUONG  KHOUA  BY  MOLOTOV  TRUCK  AND 
REPORTEDLY  TRAVEL  TO  OU  TAI  NEAR  PHONG  SALY  CITY.    WHEN  TRAVELING 
BY  TRUCK  THE  SOVIETS  HAD  PATHET  LAO  ARMED  ESCORTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 
TRUCK,  AND  THE  GUARDS  ROAD  IN  A  "KOMANKA"  TYPE  VEHICLE  ((VO-PW 
COMMENT:    PROBABLY  GAZ-69)).    SOURCE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  SPECULATE  IF 
THESE  CAUCASIANS  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  SEEN  AND  CONFUSED  WITH  BEING  U.S. 
PWS. 

6.  WHILE  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  SOURCE  VISITED  THE  SEMINAR  CAMP  FOR 
FORMER  LAO  OFFICERS  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELY  5  KM  SOUTHWEST  OF  MUONG 
KHOUA  AND  DESIGNATED  THE  MUONG  KHOUA  SEMINAR  CAMP,  ALSO  CALLED  THE 
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SOP  KAI  SEMINAR  CAMP.    HE  WAS  AWARE  OF  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  HOUAY  LENG 
PRISON  12  KM  NORTH  OF  MOUNG  KHOUA  ( (21 1 1N-.10230E) )  BUT  NEVER 
VISITED  THIS  CAMP  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  A  PRISON  F6R  CRIMINAL  OFFENDERS 
AND  NOT  A  SEMINAR  CAMP  FOR  FORMER  LAO  GOVERNMENT  PERSONNEL.    AT  NO 
TIME  DID  ANY  OF  THE  SOVIETS  EVER  VISIT  MUONG  KHOUA  (AKA  THONGNANOI 
AKA  SOP  CAI)  ((2104N-10229E))  OR  THE  HOUAY  LENG  DETENTION  CAMPS. 
SOURCE  RESIDED  IN  AND  TRAVELED  THROUGH  THIS  AREA  ENOUGH  WITH 
NORTHERN  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  TO  HAVE  KNOWN  IF  ANY  SOVIETS 
HAD  EVER  VISITED  ANY  OF  THESE  CAMPS. 

VO-PW  COMMENT:  SOURCE  IS  ^  A  SOURCE  OF 

ASSORTED  PW/MIA  REPORTINGS  OFFERED  TO  U.S.  GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES  IN  THAILAND  DURING  1984-87.    IN  1987  HE  WAS 
RESETTLED  IN  CANADA  AND  WAS  INTERVIEWED  BY  DIA/VO-PW  ON  5  AND  8  FEB 
88.    HE  HAS  ADMITTED  HIS  PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED  FIRSTHAND  LIVE 
SIGHTINGS  HE  OFFERED  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  REPRESENTATIVES  WERE  ACTUALLY 
ONLY  HEARSAY  FROM  INDIVIDUALS  HE  REALLY  DIDN'T  BELIEVE.  HE 
CONTINUES  TO  UNDERGO  DIA/VO-PW  DEBRIEFING 
//IPSP:  PG  2430// 
//COMSOBJ:  13// 
ADMIN 

PROJ:  N/A 
BT 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


DIA  EVALUATION  OF  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  LAO  REFUGEE 
HOANG  VAN  PHON  (0995) 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  2034O- 


SUHNARY:    A  Lao  refugee  has  reported  observing  six  Caucasians  in  a  camp  in 
northern  Laos  around  1977,  and  being  told  by  Conununist  Pathet  Lao  guards 
that  the  Caucasfans  were  part  of  a  larger  group  of  50  Americans  being  held. 

DETAILS:    Lao  refugee        .  ,  AKA:  '      So    and 

^   ,  entered  Thailand  \  July  1979;  when  he  was  interviewed  in  November 
1979  he  gave  no  indication  of  PW/MIA  knowledge.    He  entered  the  United 
States  In  August  1980  and  in  1981  reported  to  friends  that  in  April  1977  he 
had  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  Luang  Prabang  Province,  Laos,  while 
delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.    The  sighting  reportedly 
lasted  for  15  minutes,  during  which  he  claims  a  guard  told  him  that  there  . 
were  50  U.S.  PWs  being  detained  in  that  area,  and  that  the  six  white 
persons  were  U.S.  prisoners. 

ANALYSIS:    In  July  1981,        So  i  was  administered  a  polygraph 

examination  relative  the  sighting  information.    Of  11  questions  asked, 
results  were  Inconclusive  on  seven;  no  deception  was  indicated  as  to  his 
claim  to  have  seen  white  persons  near  Muang  Khoa,  and  about  the  guards 
telling  him  that  the  prisoners  were  American.    Also,  no  deception  was 
Indicated  about  his  statement  that  his  father's  name  was  lik>^ 
admitted  later  that  this  claim  was  a  lie. 

In  November  1982,  was  polygraphed  again.    During  the  pre- 

test interview  he  indicated  that  the  prisoners  were  in  chains,  that  the 
sighting  occurred  through  the  rearview  mirror  of  the  truck  he  was  riding, 
that  the  sighting  lasted  less  than  one  minute,  and  that  it  occurred 
between  1977  and  1978.    There  was  no  deception  indicated  relative  his 
answer  that  he  saw  white  men  at  Muang  Khoa.    He  was  asked  if  he  had  lied 
about  his  family  and  he  stated  no;  the  polygrapher  indicated  no  deceptix^n 
to  this  question.    Again,      Sc.  ,  has  admitted  that  he  did^lie  about 

his  family  In  an  effort  to  assist  his  resettlement  into  the  United  States. 

In  1983,  SC-        was  interviewed  in  his  native  language.    The  date 

of  the  sighting  was  changed  to  mid-1978,  the  prisoners  were  reported  to  be 
tied  In  chains  from  head  to  foot  and  walking  to  a  nearby  pond  to  take  a 
bath.    The  prisoners  were  dressed  in  grey  uniforms;     S<2—     overheard  the 
guards  state  that  they  still  had  50  American  PWs. 

Lastly,  was  interviewed  again  in  August  1985.    At  the  time 

of  the  sighting  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  in  northern  Laos;  his 
destination  had  been  Luang  Prabang.    He  reported  that  the  sighting  of  the 
six  Caucasians,  nationality  unknown,  occurred  in  a  camp,  as  the  truck  in 
which  he  was  riding,  was  leaving"  the  camp. 
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In  1986,  DIA/PW-MIA  learned  from  numerous  Lao  refugees  In  the  United  States 
that  was  a  gangster  and  drug  addict  and  dealer  and  that  his 

addiction  started  when  he  was  in  Laos  in  the  1970' s.    Also  in  1986., 

"S^cx    w^s  arrested  in  California  and  convicted  of  a  felony  charge  of 
rape  and  molestation  of  a  child  under  14-years  of  age,  the  sister  of  hi-s 
wife.    Since  1986,  has  not  been  available  for  further 

Interview,  nor  is  he  expected  to  be  in  the  future. 

EVALUATION:    This  report  Is  very  similar  to  previous  refugee  reporting 
wherein  the  sources  observed  Caucasians,  at  a  time  when  Soviet  advisory 
teams  were  known  to  be  present  In  the  area,  and  heard  a  Pathet  Lao  guard 
state  that  the  Caucasians  were  Americans.    It  is  highly  possible  that  5C 

did  enter  a  camp  in  Muang  Khoa  and  see  several  Caucasians  as  he 
was  leaving  the  camp,  and  just  as  probable  that  the  Caucasians  that  he 
observed  were  Soviets.    Since  this  sighting  information  first  came  to  DlA'.s 
attention,  PW-MIA  has  Interviewed  a  large  number  of  Lao  refugees  who  were 
held  for  years  in  Muang  Khoa  and  nearby,  especially  during  the  period  1975 
through  1980,  and  all  state  that  there  were  no  American  prisoners  held  in 
that  area.    They  do  state  that  Soviet  advisors  were  present  in  the  area. 
One  refugee  reports  that  he  observed  a  10-man  Soviet  advisory  team  at  Muang 
Khoa  when  he  visited  there  during  the  period  1979-1983,  and  he  learned  that 
the  Soviets  had  been  there  since  at  least  1977.    The  Soviets  used  Muang 
Khoa  as  a  base  camp  and  this  source  observed  the  Soviets  arrive  and  depart 
Muang  Khoa  to  work  In  the  local  area,  and  on  several  occasions  observed  the 
Soviets  travelling  in  Soviet  vehicles  with  Pathet  Lao  armed  escorts. 

Considering  the  large  number  of  previous  refugee  reports  that  there  were  no 
American  prisoners  In  or  near  Muang  Khoa  from  1975  on,  the  number  of 
reports  that  Soviet  advisory  teams  were  working  in  the  Muana  Khoa  area,  and 
the  fact  that  Soviets  were  at  Muang  Khoa  when  visited  there, 

whether  in  1977  or  1978,  It  is  likely  that  e^o-         observed  Soviet 

personnel  at  Muang  Khoa. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    February  1990. 

PW-HIA  CATEGORY:    Non  U.S.;  Soviets. 
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OIA  EVALUATION  OF  PW/MIA  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  LAO  IMMIGRANT 
SOURCE 

SUMMARY:    Lao  Immigrant         SO         reported  observing  six  Caucasians  in 
Laos  in  1978.    DIA  concludes  his  sighting  is  a  fabrication. 

BACKGROUND:    In  mid-1981  a  U.S.  resident  provided  hearsay  information  from 
who  claimed  he  saw  a  group  of  Caucasians  in  Attopeu,  South 
Laos,  in  April  1980,  and  was  told  the  Caucasians  were  not  Soviets  but  were 
U.S.  PWs.    During  a  reinterview    ^(C-      stated  the  sighting  was  in  northern 
Luang  Prabang  Province  in  Arpil  1980  and  he  was  on  a  truck  delivering  supplies 
to  the  Lao  People's  Army  and  saw  six  Caucasians  for  15  minutes  at  a  distance 
of  15  yards.    A  Pathet  Lao  Guard  said  the  six  were  part  of  a  group  of  50 
Americans  held  near  the  PL  unit.  was  visiting  and  couldn't  locate 

northern  Luang  Prabang  Province  which  he  later  identified  as  Muong  Khoug,  but 
said  the  sighting  took  place  in  1977.  1  was  polygraphed  regarding  his 

sighting.    The  polygraph  showed  he  was  deceptive  in  using  Lao  name    s  c 

(AKA  5<>   and  the  polygraph  was  inclusive  regardino  •SC-'    laim  he 
saw  Caucasian  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoua. 

In  1982  he  was  repolygraphed,  and  showed  no  deception  regarcTing  his  claimed 
sighting  of  Caucasians  at  Muong  Khuoa  between  1977-78.    He  stated  he  only  saw 
them  for  one  minute  in  a  truck  rear  view  mirror  and  was  told  .the  Caucasians  he 
saw  in  chains  were  U.S.  PWs.    He  stated  he  was  held  during  1976-79  at  a  reform 
school  at  KM  62  and  made  the  sighting  while  on  a  work  detail  in  northern  Loas. 
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ANALYSIS:    DIA  located  Lao  immigrants  whom      <^q^  \  identified  as  his 

relatives.  These  immigrants  stated was  decidedly  not  a  relative  and  did 
not  know  him. 

In  may  1983  a  Lao  immigrant  and  U.S.  resident  identified         as  an  inmate  of 
the  island  prison  north  of  Vientiane  at  the  Nam  Ngum  damsite.    He  further 
stated         vas  not  known  to  have  left  this  prison  during  1977-78. 

In  1986  OIA  was  advised  Mr.         .*as  imprisoned  in  California  on  criminal 
charges.    <^      County  police  authories  determined  .  was  a  drug  addict 

since  the  1970s. 

Mr.  when  interviewed  by  OIA,  was  noted  as  heavily  tattooed.    The  types 

and  locations  of  tattoos  are  unique  among  criminals  in  Laos. 

OIA  located  and  interviewed  a  former  Lao  official  working  at  KM  62  during 
197b-78  where  said  he  was  in  a  reform  school.    The  former  official 

stated  KM  62  was  an  agricultural  development  farm  managed  during  1975-78  by 
the  Social  Service  Department  of  the  O/i-rA  ^^^^  former 

official  stated  KM  62  was  also  a  workcamp  for  criminals  sent  there  from  the 
Island  prisons  at  Nam  Ngum.    Ouring  1975-78  any  inmates  at  KM  62  required 
authorization  to  depart  this  camp  and  there  were  no  instance's  of  anyone  from 
KM  62  who  was  ever  sent  to  Muong  Khoua  for  any  supply  transport  such  as  that 
described  b»  y.  -     • . 


688 


DIA  has  reviewed  the  results  of  Mr.  criminal/drug  background  against 

the  results  of  this  polygraph.    His  background  precludes  the  use  of  the 
polygraph 'in  measuring  Mr.  :ruthfulness  and  reliability. 

DIA  located  and  interviewed  three  former  inmates  of  Lao  detention  facilities 
at  Muong  Khoua.    None  had  any  first  hand  or  hearsay  knowledge  of  any  U.S.  PWs 
at  Muong  Khoua  but  one  had  seen  six  persons,  five  Caucasian  and  one  black, 
depart  from  Muong  Khoua  by  boat  toward  Luang  Prabang  circa  1977-78. 

DIA  further  located  and  interviewed  a  former  Lao  herbal  doctor  imprisoned  in 
Phong  Saly  province  during  1975-78.    The  doctor  worked  at  Muong  Khoua  during 
1979-84  and  has  identified  groups  of  Soviets  who  were  frequent  visitors  to 
Muong  Khoua  during  1976-84.    One  group  of  four  routinely  flew  into  Muong  Khoua 
by  MI -8  helicopter  during  1976-78.    After  1978  a  group  of  ten  Soviet  advisors 
routinely  came  by  MI -8  to  Muong  Khoua,  staying  for  up  to  one  week  at  a  time. 
This  source  and  open  source  reporting  have  identified  Muong  Khoua  as  the 
provincial  seat  of  Phong  Saly  province. 

A  review  of  U.S.  intelligence  holdings  indicate  the  presence  of  Soviet 
personnel  in  Phong  Saly  Province  after  1975  at  Muong  Khoua.    Those  in  or  near 
Muong  Khoua  would  have  included  a  small  unknown  size  group  of  Soviet  Advisors 
to  Phong  Saly  Province  HQ.,  a  group  of  up  to  15  Soviet  advisors  to  the  Lao 
SIGINT  effort  in  Phong  Saly  who  visited  there  monthly.    Soviets  traveling  iji 
or  through  Phong  Saly  would  have  included  Soviet  MI -8  aircrews.,,  normal ly  four 
persons  dressed  in  blue.    All  Soviets  were  normally  accompanied  by  armed 
escorts  when  traveling  by  road. 
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Based  on  Mr.  claimed  identity  and  background,  it  is  evident  he  is  a 

fonner  Lao  criminal  who  has  a  fradulent  identity.    His  acknowledgement  he  was 
inprisoned  during  1976-78,  coupled  with  statements  of  those  who  knew  his 
detention  site,  preclude  his  having  departed  KM  62  and  made  the  sighting  he 
has  claimed. 

EVALUATION;  ^c^  may  have  some  hearsay  knowledge  of  the  prisoners, 

of  Soviet  advisors  in  Phong  Saly  Province,  but  did  not  make  the  sighting  as 
claimed. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    16  February  1988. 


VO-PW  CATEGORY:  Fabrication. 
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V         ^  X 

DEFENSE  1NTELU6ENCE  AGENCY 


WASMINOTON.  O.C  1 


2  7  DFC 

U-1436/VD-PW 
Nr.  Toa  Utiaer 

P^rmmnt  Select  Co«rittee  on  Intelligence 
House  of  Representatives 
Mashlngton.  D.C  20515 


^  Dear  Nr.  Utiaer: 


This  Is  to  follow  up  on  our  letter  of  14  December  which  responded  to  a  query 
froa  Representative  Gerry  Slkorskl  regarding  the  alleged  sighting  of  U.S. 
PUs  In  Laos. 

Further  research  has  revealed  that  over  seven  years  ago  we  received  a  report 
which  contained  soae  eleaents  slallar  to  the  claims  Bill  Hendon  nade  at  the 
news  conference  to  which  I  referred  In      earlier  letter.   Although  the 
source  was  polygraphed  twice,  the  results  of  which  indicated  no  deception, 
the  Individual  Is  a  heavy  drug  user  and  was  using  drugs  at  the  tine,  which 
would  Invalidate  the  polygraph  examination  results.   He  has  also  been 
convicted  and  jailed  on  rape  charges  In  California. 

Nevertheless,  the  source's  recorni  aside,  his  claim  to  have  seen  six 
Caucasians  In  mid-1977  In  Laos  Is  considered  to  be  without  substance.  Other 
sources  In  the  same  area  at  the  same  time  report  an  absence  of  Americans  In 
arqr  capacity;  however,  they  do  report  the  presence  of  Soviet  advisors,  which 
way  account  for  the  source's  reported  sighting  of  "Caucasians." 

I  hope  this  additional  Information  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  and 
Congressman  Slkorskl  In  responding  to  his  constituent. 

Sincerely,  .       •  ..  .  . 


JOSEPH  A.  SCHLAHER 
Colonel,  USA 

Chief,  Special  Office  for  .Prisoners 
of  War  and  Missing  in  Action 


\ 
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•    GERRY  SIKORSKI 

WHIP  AT  lAflGE 
ENERGY  AND  COMMERCE 
POST  OFFICE  ANO  CIVIL  SERVICE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  OM 
CHOJOREN.  YOUTH.  ANO  FAMHJES 


(Lm^tisi  of  tf)e  ^niteb  States; 
J^ovat  of  &epres$entattbeK 
OUtftiington.  BC  20515 


Nov 


r  17,  198S 


The  Honorable  Louis  Stokes,  Chairman 
Select  Comnittee  on  Intelligence 

*05  Capitol  "  . 

Washington,  D.  .C.  20515 

Dear  Mr.  Chairman: 

I  am  writing  you  concerning  a  possible  live  sighting  of  five 
P.O.V. /M.  I .A.s   in  Northern  Laos.     Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  one 
of  my  constituents.     Please  apprise  me  with  any   information  you 
are  able  to  share  concerning  this   issue,  and  a  newspaper  account 
of  this  sighting.     Thank  you  for  your  time. 
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LIVE  SIGHTING  REPORT 

if:  . 

V  i  In  1^81  a  Lao  rc-fugee  in  the  United  States  reported  having  seen 
six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  the  area  ^  .o-f  Muang  Khoua,  Phongsaly 
Province,  northern  Laps.j  He  claims  that  the  sighting  occurred  in 
mid-1977  while  he  was  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field 
unit.  The  re-fugee  stated  that  the  Pathet  Lao  guards  told  him 
that  {so  American  prisoners  o-f  war  were  being  detained  in  the  area 
and  that  the  six  Caucasians  he  observed  were  U.S. _  prisoners. J  pa^- 

The       Lao       re-fugee       source       was       administered     two  polygraph 
examinations  and  no  deception  was  indicated. 


h])  feiLtvj  1\wPqaj^  /w9  c>n]*^  ^KxvMTl^^i^^)  A-S-- 

DrLU(;.(l>U  ,  (lAf'lJT  ^  A-^Cc  ^Trt^ 


#0  /C/  ..-f^p 


toiy 


«Jaii.U.  IM( 
shcanlron 
'ived  Ike  bbst. 


mdilMM  of  (ke 
ibycUiminc 


^moN 

1  time 


i4r  has  made 
dan  state  on  the 
-t  of  anjr 
lunenl  point  of 

e  Arab  worM  into 
>ndcd  Arab 
I  for  peace  talks, 
made  late  in  the 
I  not  be  too 

itraliofl.  which  has 
y  not  do  so  (or 
Mlate. 


Caled  10  divulce 
•  rijlit  lo  ccllctt 
r  decisioos  private. 
It  persuade  the 
dore  all  voters 


Tax  advice  uncharitable,  reader  argues 


Cut  waste,  deficit 


SccrcUry  of  Slate  Ccorfe  Shullz  has  a 
vtrj  impartaat  position  that  demands  2t- 
bow  access  to  the  While  House  aod  Secret 
Service  security.  But  when  a  f ive-daj  vaca- 
tioo  costs  the  laipaycfs  $141,000.  this  is  lodi- 
eroas.  We  coald  hire  five  policcmeo  lor  a 
year  for  that  rivc-dajr  trip. 

Sach.  citravapncc  b  repealed  thousands 
of  times  in  Washin(toa  every  day.  Here 
would  be  a  (real  area  to  start  cuttinf  down 
on  suck  waste  and  help  ri(bt  the  deficit. 

ELAINE  SHAVER 
Collage  Grove 


muddy  water. 

Yoaifer  cUMrtn  pUycd  ia  the  jnikyard 
withoet  shoes. 

The  particalar  reservaiioo  was  IS  minutes 
from  a  very  small  town  aod  more  than  an 
hour  from  a  lar(e  city.  Because  there  are  so 
lew  cars,  it  would  be  almost  impassible  (for 
resideotsi  to  fet  to  the  cily  even  it  Ibey  could 
find  a  job. 

We  have  found  a  convenient  way  to  aban- 
doa  the  American  Indian.  We  have  provided 
public  housing  in  little  tucked-away  areas 
where  we  don't  have  to  deal  with  them.  We 
have  provided  a  place  lor  them  to  exist,  but 


Ecrvmr  iiie  eroswg 
of  civil  rifkts  ia  Briuia  aod  Nortkera  Ire- 
laad  was  stroefly  worded  and  hard-hittinc. 
but  why  Ike  sodden  conccra?  Thee  rithts 
have  never  ciistcd  in  Noitkem  Ireland,  a 
fact  lartely  ignored  by  our  press. 
Rortkem  Ireland's  problems  stem  irom 


Britisb  laws.  Britain  can  never  be  an  honest 
broker  in  Ireland.  Mrs.  Ibalcbcr  at  long  last 
'  admitted  to  fighling  a  war.  her  long  pretense 
that  criminals  and  terrorists  were  responsi- 
ble for  (he  upheaval  was  as  dcccitlul  and  hy- 
pocritical as  her  performance  in  Po(and. 

THOMONO  O'BWEN 
Inver  G»ove  Heighli- 


Electors  urged  not  to  cast  votes  for.Quayle 


Members  of  the  Electoral  CoHege  should 
east  their  vice-presidential  voles  oezt  tnooth 
lor  somcooe  who  is  better  qnalUied  for  that 
pniUoa  than  Dan  Quayle. 

Ul 

BOt  required  lo  vote  for  Ikeir  party's  oomi- 
aces.  Separate  voles  are  cast  for  presideat 
and  vice  presideot.  so  Republican  electors 
from  oliter  stales  cooM  vole  {or  Bush  for 
president  and  a  better-<iaali(ied  candidate 
than  Qoayle  for  vice  presideaL 

Though  rare,  it  is  not  unprecedented  for 
individual  electors  lo  vole  (or  people  other 
than  those  wbo  appeared  on  (he  ballot  If  1S7 
or  more  Republican  electors  vote  (or  another 
person,  someone  other  than  Quayle  can  be- 
come vice-president. 

Five  ol  the  last  nine  vice  presidents  either 
assumed  the  presidency  upon  the  deaUi  or 
resignation  o(  the  president  or  have  been 
elected  to  the  oKice.  The  United  SUtcs 
should  not  risk  having  an  undcrqualidcd  per- 
son as  vice  president. 

ALAN  KUENTZ 

New  OriQillon 


Keep  military  fliglUs 

Alter  reading  your  Nov.  5  news  report 
wherein  three  ol  our  elected  city  oKicials 
recommended  retitoval  o(  (he  US.  Army  hel- 
icopter base  (rom  (he  r)own(o«cn  Airport.  I 


CoL  Joe  Slillman  aad  (be  U(h  Amy  Re- 
erve  Command  are  welcome  to  remai 
our  airport  as  long  as  they  wish.  I'm  sore 
they  have  the  support  of  (he  people  of  SL 
Paul,  especially  veterans  ol  past  wan  aad 


M(CHAEL  H.  HORAN 
SI.  Pool 

Never  satisfied 

The  currenl  Independen(  School  District 
199  administration,  under  the  direction  «(  Dr. 
Kirby  Lxhman.  displays  a  superior  dedica- 
(ioo  to  expanding  and  improving  the  quality 
o(  programs  and  stall  available  (o  (he  s(u- 
denls.  compared  (o  (he  adminislraUon  o(  the 
recent  past.  However,  over  (be  past  IS  years 
I  have  lived  in  (he  disUicL  (here  is  one  con- 
s(an(:  a  small  group  o(  employees  who  are 
never  pleased  under  any  admioislralion  (hey 
serve,  no  matter  what  conditions  eiisl. 

Fortunately,  previous  school  boards  did 
not  necessarily  side  with  this  lac(ion.  rcalii- 
ing  (hat  they  did  not  best  rtllect  (he  needs  of 
our  s(uden(s.  Unlor(una(ely,  several  mem- 
bers ol  (he  prcscn(  board  are  mere  nMtt(h- 
pieces  lor  these  disgruntled  employees. 
These  board  members  must  realise  thai  a  un- 
ion represents  (he  stall:  we  do  not  need  an 
additional  shadow-union  contpriwd  ol  school 


reducing  the  incidence  of  such  tragedies  ia 
(he  future. 

Wbilebirthcoolrolcanootbemandated.it  ' 
can  be  UugbL  At  the  same  Umc.  arrogance, 
indifference  and  iirespoosibaity  may  be  at- 
Ucked  aod  value  systems  enhanced  in  order 
that  everyone  benef  its. 

SANDT  STASSEM 
Invec  Grove  Heights 

That  dual  endorsement 

Your  OcL  }0  endorsement  ol  both  candi- 
dates was  a  relrcshing  change;  a  chance  to 
read  two  dillcrenl  opinions  without  reading 
(wo  dillerenl  newspapers  Aller  reading  (he 
le((cn  printed  on  Nov.  3.  I  was.di»maye<(  lo. 
(ind  Ihil  some  individuah  actually  wjnl  the 
Pioneer  F'ress  Dispalch  (o  back  one  candi-_ 
di(e  ov^ranother  — 

Wake  op.  people.  Form  7o«r  ■O*'"  opiniuns 
Neit  you  II  be  demanding  that  n<«  jpapcr'ed 
ilors  ge!  out  to  the  polls  and  do  your  voting 
lor  you.  too 

JEAN  KELLY-LANG 
Willie  Oca<  Lake 

OisciicliaiKed  >vi(li  youtli 

I  remember  -hen  Ue  oldest  ol  (he  live 
Lenoon  brolhers.  who  hved  net(  door  (o  my 
Aum  Ru(h  and  Uncle  llilmer.  came  honie  in 
a  boi  Irom  someplace  called  Vietnam  He 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON.  O.C  209«0. 


U-1402/V0-PU  'fA  DcC 

Nr.  Tm  Latlaer 

Penunent  Select  Coailttee  on  Intelligence 
House  of  Representatives 
Washington.  D.C.  20515 

Dear  Nr.  Utiaer: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  froa  Representative  Gerry  Sikorsici  which 
you  forwarded  to  OIA  along  with  correspondence  froa  his  constituent. 
Nrs.  Betty  Zuettel.  who  incites  regarding  the  alleged  sighting  of  Aaerifan 
prisoners  of  war  in  Laos. 

The  report  Nrs.  Zuettel  cites,  which  was  printed  in  the  'Letters  to  the 
Editor*  section  of  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press  Dispatch,  does  not  appear  to 
be  based  upon  intelligence  inforutlon  in  the  possession  of  the  U.S. 
Govemaent.    It  does,  however,  bear  a  strong  reseablance  to  a  claia  aade  in 
an  August  1987  speech  by  foraer  Congressaan  Bill  Hendon  during  a  news 
conference  in  front  of  the  Lab  EMMSsy  in  Uashington.  O.C.    In  his  prepared 
reaarks.  which  were  printed  and  widely  distributed.  Nr.  Hendon  said: 

"Fifty  held  at  a  caap  near  Huong  Kua  in  northern  Laos. 
where  a  Laotian  delivering  rice  to  a  ailitaiy  caap 
passed  within  aras  length  of  5  U.S.  POHs.  all  thin, 
handcuffed,  wearing  ankle  chains  and  tied  one  to  the 
other  with  rope.    ^Those  are  Aaerican  POWs.'  the  guard 
said,  'we  have  50  of  thea  in  this  caap.'  (Double 
Polygraph  Confiraed)' 

Ue  have  nothing  to  substantiate  the  validity  of  Nr.  Hendon's  report,  ndr  has 
he  offered  aiv  evidence  to'  back  it  up. 

Regretfully,  claias  such  as  those  aade  by  Nr.  Hendon  give  the  Aaerican 
people  the  erroneous  iapression  that  we  possess  hard  evidence  of  U.S.  PUs  in 
Indochina  and  that  we  are  ignoring  it.    As  you  know,  this  Agency  takes  very 
seriously  the  priority  the  President  has  placed  on  the  PW/HIA  issue  and  our 
obligation  to  pursue  an  accounting  for  the  alssing  Aaerican  servlceaen  and 
civilians.    If  coapelling  evidence  of  prisoners  Is  developed,  efforts  to 
bring  our  aen  back  will  proceed  iaaediately  froa  that  point.- 


Sincerely, 


JOSEPH  A.  SCHLATTER 
Colonel,  USA 

Chief.  Special  Office  for  Prisoners 
of  War  and  Missing  In  Action 


713 


ADULT  PROBATIOM  IMSTOUCnOWS 

.  XOO  ARE  INFORMED  THAT: 

1*   Ihe  Probation  Officer  ouy  visit  your  home  or  place  of  enplpymsnt. 

2*   Probationers  %Aio  have  been  sentenced  to  state  prison  may  not  Tote  in  state 
^ — factions. 

/'3*  Section  12021  of  the  Penal  Code  prcrtiibits  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen.  Mho 
'  addicted  to  the  use  of  narcotics,  or  Mho  has  been  convicted  of  a  felony,  - 

trm  possessii^  or  having  in  his  custody  or  control  a  firearm  capable  of  beii^ 

concealed  upon  the  person. 

Ihe  Federal  Gun  Control  Act  of  1968  prohibits  persons  convicted  of  any  felony, 
or  misdemeanor  involvlx^g  a  firearm  or  explosives,  from  owning,  possessii^  or 
transporting  any  firearm  including  handguns,  rifles  and  shotguns.    It  also 
provides  strict  limitations  on  the  possession  and  usage  of  explosives. 

Tou  are  cautioned  not  to  take  any  firearm,  amminition  or  explosives  into  your 
possession  until  you  have  contacted  your  attorney,  the  T^asury  Department's 
Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  Division,  or  the  %eriff*s  Department  to  deter- 
^fldne  if  possession  of  such  item  or  items  Mill  constitute  a  violation  of  the 
jCT^f*  on  your  part. 

/  4.   Section  290  of  the  Penal  Code  and  Section  11850  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Code' 
/  ;      .reqaire  that  a  peraon  convicted  of  certain  sex  or  narcotic  offenses  must 
V^v^^  register  Mith  the  chief  of  police  of  the  city,  or  sheriff  of  the  couniy,  in 

Mhieh  he  resides,  notify  that  agency  of  any  change  of  address,  and  re-register 

%*enever  he  moves  to  a  new  Jurisdiction. 

5.  Probationers  llvii^  outside  of    .  may  be  required  to  register  %fith 

^^^^otiier  law  enforcement  agencies. 

.'  6.    If  the  Court  has  ordered  you  to  pay  a  fine  or  T«stitution  throu^  the  Probation, 
^.''tfficer,  such  payments  should  be  made  in  cash,  by  money  order,  or  by  cashier's 
K^^y"  check.    Failure  to  make  payments  as  directed  by  the  Probation  Officer  Mill 
result  in  your  being  returned  to  Court  for  imposition  of  sentence.  * 

IF  lOa  HAVE  AMY  QJESTIONS,  COHSULT  THE  PROBATKW  OFFICER  («  TOOK.  ATTORNET. 


I  HERSI  ACKMOWLSECS  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  instructions  pertaining 

to  the  probation  granted  me  on  i'Q.   in  Court  Action 

No.  ?  "  777  .  These  instructions  have  been  reviened  and  explained  to  roe 
by  the  Probation  Officer. 

-r-   ■  i,..    /  -  /  ^-  /    

DaU  '  /    '  '  '  j  SignaJaire'         /  - 


Witnessed  X 

Original:    Probation  File 

Copy:         Probationer  MPD:55/» 
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NOTICE  OF  REGISTRATION  REQUIREMENT 
290  P.C.  •  457.1  P.C.  •  11590  HAS 
Please  print  or  type  required  irt  formation        (tim  is  nm  iiw  R«f  ntrnien  rom> 


UMMW^OF  KR$OM  NOT 


ARRESTINC  ACEMC 

2<  J 

|?c  "cjo      /qIIcc  Pept 

Ru-  ._i  JrX:.^^  V.ONVICTEO  OF 


PROSECUTING  ASENCX 


r  CASE  NUMBER 


kRCE.PAROI.E.  OR  REl:£ASE'(Ftir!j«r^  t«arv%.fny.%'ZSZ 


I  I 


NAME  OF  AGE NCV  SUPERVISING  PAROLE  OR  PROBATION'  ' 

County  frobatlon  DepTfept 


I NAME  OF  SUPERVISING  PAROLE  OR  PROBATION  OFFICER 
I  TECEPHONE  NUMBER 


3d 

»feA  UI-CfeNUfcH  KtUISi  I  HA  I  ION 
(290  P.C.) 

m  notified  of  my 
290.5  «/  Cw  Cfifomi*  PentI  Code. 
My  mpomibilitr  to  registtr  utten  offender  it  t  lifetime 
I  mutt  retiner  within  14  d«vt  of  coming  into  enr  city,  county,  or  city  end  county  in 

witti  ttie  lew  enforcement  egeney  tiering  iuritdiction  onr  my  plea 
I  mutt  upon  cheneint  my  rendertae.  inform  in  writing  mltiin  10 


SIGNATURE  OF  PERSON  NOTIFIED 


5»  = 


6P 


ARSON  OFFENDER  REGISTRATION 
(457.1  P.C.) 


S  yeert  efter  my  dttctterge  from  l 


offente.  for  lulueQuent  conrictioni  for  regittreble  erton  oflentei. 
otherwtte  directed  by  the  court  of  conihction. 

must  Itgittei  mt/lMi  30  d»yf  of  coming  into  eny  city,  county,  or  ctty 
with  the  lew  enforcement  egency  hering  juradiction  orer  my  piece  of  retidence. 

mu$t  upon  ehenging  my  retidence,  inform  in  writing  within  10  tf*r< 
whid)  Ik 


regitt/etion  ghetl  be  for  life  unlea 


lew  enforcement  egency  with 


a'  • 


SIGNATURE  OF  PERSON  NOTIFIED 


DATE 


NARCOTICS  OFFENDER  REGISTRATION 
(11590  H&SI 

hefe  been  notified  of  my  requirement  to  register  es  e  convicted  t 
IS90- 1 1535  of  the  Heelth  end  Seff.y  Code.  I  undentend  thet: 

'  My  retpontibiiitY  to  register  es  e  nercotKs  offender  shell  termirtete  5  leersefter  my  disehsrge  I 

releese  from  jeil.  or  empiretion  of  perxfle  or  probetion. 
'  I  must  register  within  30  dan  of  coming  into  eny  city,  county,  or  aty  end  county  i, 

with  the  lew  enforceme 
>  I  mutt  upon  ehenging  n 

which  I  lest  registered. 


|||| 


SIGNATURE  OF  PERSON  NOTIFIED 


NOTIFYING  ACENCV 


ADDRESS 


„...  onySfi^l^}^ie<PAl^rnoiifJd  ine  iird.\idi,si  dhl'^btd  ^hitV oTfT.rot  h,y t}u>onub.i.il  .„  ..^  S^^.^  ..jp'.c 

vtwi  r\cr,rrt>  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION 

Df^TPr   .  


rELEPMONE  NUMBER 


SIGNATURE  0« 


DISTRIBUTION; 

FirtI  FotH  (*|  C«P<«  to  DOJ 

Finn  Copy  lot  Nolilymt  Oll>cc>  (P>iH| 
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DEFEi^DANi  S  COPY 


SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  THE  STATE  ep 


IN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF 


6£> 


PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  ) 

vs.  )  NO:     «^  DEPT.  I 

)  ORDEROFPROBATION 
) 

 Defendant.) 


The  above-named  defendant,  having  on  the   ^'^^      day  of  June   

19.**^  been  convicted  in  this  Court  of  the  crlme(s)  of  tewd  or  Lascivfe>us  Act 
Upon  a  Child  Under  Fourteen*     ,  i„  violation  of  Section (s)  (aj  ~ 

  of  the   Penal   Code, 

State  of  California,  and  having  heretofore  made  application  for  probation,  the 
Court  having  received,  read  and  considered  the  report  of  the  Probation  Officer 
as  filed  herein. 

IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  imposition  of  Judgment  and  sentence  be  suspended 
and  defendant  Is  admitted   to  a  period  of  three   (3)  ^UbiilA^years 

probation  upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

The  following  terns  and  conditions  of  probation,  as  indicated  by  "X"  were 
further  ordered  by  the  court: 

^  1    Report  to  the  Probation  Officer  of  as  directed. 

^    2    Seek  and  maintain  gainful  employment. 

  3    Totally  abstain  from  the  use  or  possession  of  intoxicating  beverages. 

X   4    Abstain  from  the  excessive  use  of  Intoxicating  beverages. 

  5    Submit  to  alcohol  testing  as  directed  by  the  Probation  Officer. 

^  6    Obey  all  laws  of  the  United  States,  State,  County  and  Municipality  in 
which  you  may  be. 

7  Do  not  leave  the  County  of      Sp       i.thout  the  permission  of  the  Probation 
Officer  or  the  State  of  California  without  the  written  permission  of  the 
Court  and  the  Probation  Officer. 

8  Notify  the  Probation  Officer  in  writing  within  five  (5)  days  of  any  changes 
in  your  place  of  residence  or  employment  status. 

^  9    Be  committed  to  the  I  6Q  'ail  for  a  period  of  c^e^c'' 

da/fe/months,  with  credit  for  time  served  of     c  I  gt.tern    j  m)  days  in 

custody  as  of         J"'Y   ,  19^^  ,  plus    "  '        ^'i)      days  conduct 

credit, 
♦d^i).  a  felony 
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*_23  Regiscer  pursuant  to  SecClon  290  of  Che  California  Penal  Code. 

_J24  Regiscer  pursuant  to  Section  11590  of  the  California  Health  and  Safety  Code. 

 25  Register  pursuant  to  Section  A57.1(b)  of  the  California  Penal  Code,  upon  a 

finding  by  the  Court  that  defendant  is  a  person  described  therein. 

26  Other: 


It  Is  further  ordered  that: 

^  1    Defendant  not  be  released  to  the  "work  In  lieu  of  conflneaent  program, 
pursuant  to  Section  4024.2(d)  of  the  Penal  Code. 

^  2    Defendant  pay  a  Restitution  Fine  in  the  amount  of  %     &OO.C0  ,  payable 

to  the  Revenue  and  Reimbursement  Office,  for  deposit  in  the  State  Restitution 
Fund  pursuant  to  Section  13967(a)  of  the  Government  Code. 

^  3    Restitution  having  been  ordered  in  this  matter,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Resti- 
tution Fine  be  stayed  pending  successful  completion  of  probation;  stay  to  becoae 
permanent  upon  successful  completion  of  probation  pursuant  to  Section  1202.4(b) 
of  the  Penal  Code. 

 4    Determination  of  restitution  fine  be  deferred  pending  determination  of 

restitution  to  the  vlctlm(s) . 
 5    Defendant  reimburse  the  County  of  m  the  amount  of  $   for 

the  cost  of  the  presentence  investigation  and  report,  pursuant  to  Seccion^- 

1203.1b  of  the  Penal  Code. 
 6    Defendant  reimburse  the  County  of      60  the  amount  of  I   for 

the  cost  of  Court-appointed  legal  counsel  pursuant  to  Section ,987. 8, of  the 

Penal  Code. 
7  Other: 


The  conditions  of  this  probation  may  be  changed,  modified  or  revoked  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  expiration  thereof,  by  this  Court. 


Dated: 


July   10,  lllf. 


JUDGE  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT 


1  understand  and  accept  the  foregoing  terms  of  probation  and  acknowledgg 
receipt  of  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Dated:         .^-(9f-^7  SC.  ^  ■ 

^  OOEFENDANT  ' 


Witness-  _^  t^Uy^. 


-3- 
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CASE:    t      ~  NWiE; 


1.  SUBSTANCE  OF  REPORT: 

a.  Time  Frame:  1978 

b.  -Nuinber  of  individuals  sighted:    Six  Caucasians 

c.  Location;    Nouang  Khoua  (not  further  identified),  Laos 

d.  Circumstances  of  Sighting:    While  riding  in  a  truck  convoy,  carrying 
supplies  to  Pathet  Lao  camps,  trucks  entered  wrong  camp  and  had  to 
back  out.    In  the  rear  view  mirror  observed  six 
Caucasians;  he  was  told  by  the  Pathet  Lao  guard  that  the  individuals' 
were  American  prisoners. 

e.  Description  of  Individuals:   Blond  hair,  in  grey  uniforms,  bare  feet. 

f.  Date  information  received:    18  April  1986. 

2.  UTEST  INITIATIVE:   Telephone  contact  18  April  1986. 


3.  VO-PH  ANALHIC  PROCESS 

a.  SuDPorted  by  other  evidence  (yes/no):  No 

b.  Presence  of  conflicting  evidence:   The  exact  location  of  the 
sighting  has  not  been  determined. 

-  Refugees  who  were  held  in  seminar/re-ed  in  Nouang  Khoua  area, 
Phong  Sail  Province,  claim  there  were  no  Americans  in  that 
area  in  1975-1980' s. 

-  "       ""  sc/      is  known  in  the  Lao  community  as  a  drug  dealer 
and  addict,  an  addiction  that  extends  back  to  his  residency 
In  Laos  in  the  1970 "s. 

c.  Polygraph  (yes/no:  DI/NDI/Inclusive) :  Yes,  NOI 

d.  Follow-up:    Imagery  Analysis  continues  to  identify  the  camp  where 
Americans  could  have  been  held. 

4.  UNRESOLVED  BECAUSE:    Detention  camp  has  not  been  located,  nor 
sufficient  other  corroborative  data  to  confirm  presence  of  Americans  in 
Laos  In  1978. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


6  MAY  1986 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:    Status  of  '       9,c/  as  of  May  1986 

1.  On  18  April  1986,  -3^-^  telephoned  an  analyst 
in  VO-PW  to  report  on  his  current  dilemma.    On  25  March  1986 

6C  was  arrested  by  police  in  Si> 

and  charged  with  child  abuse  (having  sexual  intercourse  witlT 
the  12-year  old  sister  of  his  wife).    He  was  released  on  11 
April  1986,  under  $1000  bail,  and  is  awaiting  trial. 

5        denies  the  charge.    While  in  jail,  he  was  beaten  by 
inmates  on  three  occasions,  and  is  now  afraid  of  returning 
to  jail  after  his  trial.  _SC  n  telephoned  VO-PW  to 

volunteer  to  return  to  Laos  in' search  of  American  PWs, 
because  he  would  rather  die  in  Laos  than  in  jail  in  ^ 

2.  On  21  April  1986,  the  VO-PW  analyst  talked  to  members  of 
the  Lao  community  in      SD    and  learned  that  5*0 

is  addicted  to  the  drug  marijuana,  that  he  is  a  dealer  in 
marijuana,  and  that  his  addiction  to  drugs  extends  back  to 
his  residency  in  Laos  in  the  1970 's.    At  present,  he  is 
extremely  nervous,  and  his  hands  shake  visibly  because  of 
his  addiction  and  ingestion  of  heavy  doses  of  marijuana. 

3.  _     SC  current  address  is: 


.\Kl_  

VO-PW,  Lao  Desk  Analysts 
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CP)  ^^^2  QfVU^  IJ^^  £  C/J^'t^ 

\/C>-pyj's  &.^u.  -^-uon  <^0  'to  talk,  ts 

ado^^       /lo/^/>i  ^  M.  JuiA  Co^^icxi^^  ^^^^  ^  v56t ycu^  ~Hk 

lyifi^ajc^ to  (pCce  o^Q^(^^  . 
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J^PoB  .  (st  yofi)      f934  So 
oWlW  'WfiiLfiNJi  0I-2S-  SS 
C8-28.  Z4 

*^  ^A^nu  Acue/,  -Kt  JLuo/ pM{/£A  /Ui/^  Q/inert^uxM  Pou/  i^-/^Sci/  a/uo  , 
WOA  i"^^  vronsL  ^ouA.  ay^  ca^  J^^ ^'^en/i ,  yf^ii'c/i -^  J- 
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A:ue/,  "T^^^A/  WOA  /ho   aP^'u'cckA^  ouncJla^  ^ou^/^  C/ioA^c/ c/\ 
^  P^cOt'^ial' ^^'Oiu  cOiA^^'-^  ura/i  , 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY  OUTGOING 


P«a  i1  RSS  >  4744 

lOVTIK  •  4EIS£I  flESSACt  --  33M  CUIACIE2S 

KFUERCE  FlOfl  OU  UASIIKTM  0C//VO-PU//.   SSI  SJIS  AT  K  U04Z  JANiS 

MBTIK  ASSICKO  IT  KSS: 

SEAl  AKS 
nilTEl  ASStCKI  lY  nSS: 

All]  III,  cms  111.  • 

SNJECI  ASSICKI  IT  IKS: 

S,  DCS.  11  A,  SEAl.  AOTOVON,  KFUCn,  lOEIJCS, 
VinilAII,  SE  ASIA.  ailT  WtOS,  CUUEIT  DATE  U12JI. 

DICTIOUIT:  CS.  nOTilE: 

1  111  ]»  342  343  4lt  S3S  77i  SB  Sll  S3I 

mc-AUTooii  nsc  micEi: 

3SS-1341S( 

COSI  *  RSS737  lO  «  t(8K/l34S2  101  ■-  UMIUI  FTST08  '  niK174t 
EZH: 

ITISZYUV  NEUCS  S3I&  191731  ..  EUiC. 

W 

ilMk 

I  KI4MZ  JAI  U 

FH  DIA  UASIINCTOi  OC//VO-PV// 

10  IWIIK/JCKC  LIAISON  lAIKKOI  Tl 

IIFO  RWQBPA/Cn  JC8C  lAIIERS  PT  II 

MmnA/USCINCPAC  lONOlUlU  II//J2/J3/J36// 

rJEAII A/CIA  -ilASaiRGTON  0C//D0O/E.V!COC// 

lUEIIAA/DIENSA  FT  CEOBCE  C  HEAOE  IO//BS// 

lUENC/SECSTAn  WSIIHCTON  OC//tAP/VlC/CA/CCS/Eia// 

IT 

£113: 
EZM: 

SUiJ:   KEQUEST  FOI  INTERVIEH  Of  lAO  lEFUGH  (U)  * 
EZiS: 

1.  A  VO-PV  AMAITST  IAS  INIEIVIEUEO  lAO  XEFUCEE  Sc. 
CUMENTIY  LIVING  II   5f>      AM)  08IAIIED  THE  FQHOWINC 

INfOBKATION:  ^  .  <:0  'S  A  FOSHER  RLA  CPT.  IN  JUNE  197S  IE',; 
nOVEO  TO  nUiwrCNA  I1SSSN/1030SEI  WERE  HE  WAS  JOINED  BY  A  CAPTAIN 

.NO  CCnrMlY  COntlANOER,  AND  12  ICR.  /^/,r-^«NO     SC      IN  THE 
RESISTANCE  EFFORT  IN  THE  AREA  OF  nUAXC  CUA  IWTIl  mi  WHEN  THEY 
nCVED  TO  HE  MtAS  OF  riOU  SHKiiUI  <l«4)N/liI322EI  Mb  PHOU  BIA 
nS47N/10JlSEI,  XIANC  UOANC  PROVINCE.    IN  193J    5  C 
LEARNED  FROn  ANOIIER  LAO  NATIONAL,  Ab,^  ,  IHAI 
BROIIER  WAS  PREVIOUSLY  TIE  GUARD  OF  SIX  AFRICAN  PVS  AND  ONE  HHONG 
CAPTAIN,  NHOUA  XIONG. 

2.  THE  PRISON  FOR  THE  AilERICAN  AND  HI10NC  PVS  VAS  REPORTED  TO 
BE  IN  AN  AREA  TVO  AND  ONE-HALF  HOURS  VAIK  NORTH  Of  HUANG  SEN 
ll824N/l04fl9EI.  VC  104S.  IN  NORIH  UIETNAH.    REPORTEDIY  5C 
BROTHER,  THE  GUARD,  FLED  NORTH  VIEIHAH  AND  IS  NOV  IIV'NC  IN  BAN 
PHAIONG,  lASENG  IHATHOfl  (ISCeN/ld306El.     <^     G  ALSO  RELATED  TO 

>V'a  „(  HE  NAD  IRAVEILED  10  NIXII  VIETNM  TO  VISIT  HIS 

BROTHER  IN  APRIL  1922,  OECEIIBER  1912,  AND  OEattSER  19i3. 


3.  I     SCL     1^  BEPORTED  TO  RAVE  FLED  THAILAND  II  JUIT 
19tS.  AND  IS  NOV  AT  BAN  VINAI  02,  CROUP  3,  BOILDIIC  22.  ROOfl  I. 
APPAREITLT  '          .C  IS  ABLE  TO  RETURI  TO  BAI  PIATOU.  LAOS,  TO 
VISIT  IIS  BROTHER  AID  HAY  HAVE  DOHE  SO  IfJUCUST  19iS.' 

4.  .  REQUEST  JCRC  LIAISON  VISIT  BAI  VINAI  AO  IIHRVIEV  -^C 
ABOUT  TIE  IffORMTION  FOfiTHCOflIU  FRflU  ;  iO<^^ 

KOUEST  DETERfllNATION  BE  HADE  AS  TO  TIE  ACCESSIBILITY  9  *3C^ 

BROTHER,  I.E.  COULD  K  BE  PERSUADED  TO  CORE  TO  TUILAM  TO 
DISCUSS  TIE  PVS;  A0  VIETIER  tHAnc^  MOULD  IITERCEDE  ON  001 
BEIALF  IN  CONTACTIK  IIS  BROTIEL 

5.  FYI  ON  A  SEPARATE  HATTER.  TK  FOLLOHIK  AREAS  OF  LAOS,  ■ 
ASSOCIATED  VITI  OIIESOIVED  CASES.  REHAII  OF  113  IITEREST,  AND    '  - 
IITEIVIEVS  OF  UFOCEES  TIAISITING  OR  COHIK  FROH  THESE  AREAS  HORI 
BE  ESPECIALLY  laPfK:   WANC  KIOUA  Qiei/il23lEl ,  PIOK  SALI. 
PROVIICE;  BAN  REM  I1S22N/1U23SE),  VIEITIAIE  PROVINCE:  PIAII  Of  JARS 
-a92?i;il31VE).  XIANC  IIOAKG  PROVIRCE;   SAfl  NEUA  niSSI/lf4<lE), . 
lOUAPIAN  PROVINCE;  AND  XEPON  n(39N/lftl3EI ,  SAVAffilAICRET -fROVIHCE. 
VOULD  ALSO  APPRECIATE  SEARCH  FOR  AND  IHTERVIEV  Of  ANY  SOURCES  THAT 
lUY  UVE  BEEN  II  U  TIROUGB  THE  AREA  Of  BAN  TAVAK  aSSJI/llTlUl, 
SAUI^ANE  PROVIRCE,  ESPECIALLY  SIKE  19U. 

t.    01  VO-PV  POC  IS  t  69S-Rn        ,C>-^     .  (>*^ 

'CU*^  .  OR  \  VffJ-'^ 
DECl  OAOI 
BT 

EZIK: 

1 

ACTION  VO-PVM  •.(.t.Ft 
INfO    NltlCm  VOM  DIAM 
♦SAfE 

TOTAL  COPIES  REflUIREI  1 

fS3BS 

NNNN 
EZi7:  . 
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SOURCE  0995 
LAOS 

Lao  refugee  Source  0995  reported  seelna  six  persons  whoa  he  believed  were 
Caucasian  TWs,  near  Muong  Khoua,  Laos  (northern  Laos  near  the  Yletnan 
border).  In  the  1977/1978  tiae  frane.   Source  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger 
on  a  truck  aaklng  a  supply  delivery  to  an  unidentified  Pathet  Lao  Military 
unit  In  Muong  Khoua.   Source  said  he  observed  the  possible  Caucasians  for 
approximately  15-20  seconds.   The  fleeting  observation  was  nade  from  the 
passenger  mirror  of  the  truck  In  which  he  was  riding.   Source's  driver 
reportedly  had  Inadvertently  entered  the  wrong  area  of  the  camp  and  was  In 
the  process  of  turning  the  truck  around  to  leave  the  area  when  Source  saw  the 
possible  Caucasians  In  the  mirror. 

Source's  basis  for  Identifying  the  six  Individuals  as  possible  Americans  was 
a  comment  by  an  unidentified  Pathet  Lao  soldier  whom  Source  questioned.' 
Asked  about  the  six  Caucasians,  the  soldier  reportedly  replied  that  they  were 
American  prisoners. 

Source  provided  detailed  sketches  of  the  military  facility  where  his  sighting 
occurred  but  he  was  unable  to  Identify  the  facility  or  provide  the  specific 
location  of  the  facility  other  than  "outside  of  Huong  Khoua." 

/  /  ■ 

/nr  '  • 


DIA  has  no  other  reporting  that  would  corroborate  Source's  information. 

Several  Lao  refugees  now  living  In  the  U.S.  and  >*io  were  Imprisoned  in  the  

Muong  Khoua  area  during  the  time  period  in  question  were  interviewed  by  DIA 
analysts  and  stated  that  they  never  saw  or  heard  about  U.S.  PWs  there. 

Source  twice  underwent  polygraph  examinations  and  in  both  cases' the  results' 
of  the  examination  did  not  reveal  aror  deception  to  the  relevant  questions 
regarding  his  claimed  sighting. 

Source's  efforts  to  conceal  his  true  Identity  may  provide  some  Insight  into 
his  reliability.   During  both  DIA  interviews.  Source  advised  that  in  Thailand 
he  had  assumed  a  fraudulent  Identity  to  facilitate  his  movement  through  the 
refugee  system.    Source  claimed  to  be  the  son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  police 
general  named  n^me^ 

A  U.S.  government  employee  who  personally  knew  the  ne<»..  e   'anily,  and  who' 
had  met  Source,  assured  DIA  that  Source  is  not  related  to  that  family.  .QIA 
also  Interviewed     ncv^v^>c   daughter  who  currently  resides  in  Canada,  and 


7  son,  who  lives  In  the  U.S.   They  both  stated  that  Source  had 

helped  then  to  escape  from  Laos  but  that  he  was  not  related  to  them.  They 
opined  that  Source  might  simply  be  using  their  father's  name  to  obtain  some 
Influence  within  the  Lao  resistance  elements.    They  also  reported  that  he  had 
requested  .that  they  provide  him  a  photo  of  their  father;  they  declined  his 
request.   Source  denies  having  ai\y  contact  with     nome.    son  or  daughter 
since  his  arrival  In  the  U.S. 

Polygraph  examinations  revealed  that  Source  was  deceptive  to  his  claim  to  be 
named  '  nA«^<.  and  that  he  was  deceptive  when  he  denied  having  had  contact 
'  with  Vxcimt-  s  son  and  daugther  since  his  arrival  In  the  U.S.   Source's  true  .  • 
Identl^  remains  unknown  to  OIA  and  the  significance  of  wi\y  he  lied  about  his" 
true  Identity  is  undetenpined. 

The  results  of  the  polygraph  examination  suggest  that  Source  believes  that 
the  six  persons  he  observed  In  the  truck  mirror  were  Caucasian  American  •  . 
prisoners.    It  Is  worth  noting  that  DIA  has  been  unable  to  obtain  Information 
that  could  corroborate  Source's  belief.   Conversely,  in  every  Instance  that 
Source  provided  information  that  could  be  verified,  the  verification  process 
revealed  that  he  had  been  deceptive. 

JCRC,  DIA  and  CIA  continue  to  attempt  to  obtain  information  about  the  Muong 
Khoua  area  to  determine  If  U.S.  PUs  were  ever  detained  In  that  area. 


Z 
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fffUL  ST>.  ioM  ,  -  Relief fl^  Aaa  t^JcR-t.  tt^v/^ A*/>^i 

TJUna.  \HeAjL  two  /uL0/r6.  i/^       ilutk ,       cOuVe/^       /?>iyik^ - 

MfjktJer  qauJ Pak^  Q.^C£/t^  e/»U  Pl  ^  e^>e4yt/^*^>un^ylcJ-~ 
^wao  hO/J'to  a  fittUf  rtJi\^t&/>^^^  \r/&x^  <z//^/*7  €2^^^^ 

duAt/>u^  ^i^^a/ Zt/*^  ^ay>  «  oU/^t^  q^j^^^ 
8-  inx^        /^>icLp6t  ^  a  /ju^aZi  co^/^^oma^  . 
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^    ca^QM/i  ^%Mck  jdiM^  tdA^^e^y 

^  bsraZgA-  iou/e^  ai>^  S^t>  g  Jlix^  .  ' 

-fdry  W2Z/^  ot  yj^oyW  CMci^  f^j^ti^  o/tl^  CAj&ki^/h^  &r^eC^jt^^ 
'VxM.k.        &^  iDcuclsLif  <t/  -M/  "^^n^  e/^ck  \^rm 

MTOiiu^  OUA-  &>n^ yjfi^i*-  e/*.tk /«*/V^^  ^J[c>^u>ift/ 
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IQ.     y -^y/  7^  Ccut^^  ^  ^  OtJ&x  />U>C^  (O^ J 

-^euoUol  It  OA  f  CK>\Mof  (/took.  a//fnx>i^'^  Act^/puoaf 
^tifirj^  HoOMAK/'e^    \//a*Jvk/tU  » 

Aua^  we/*J  4aeJ^  to  l^or 
Jut  leuJ  f^  inrio/iiLof  ti>  cc/^  %  uifi,  ^Coaj^  ^Uc/>y\ji  m  JM.  «uu 

^  T^t  fKQ/*Kt  er^       ^^i<i^t-<s4  \rLo         iw/'/f  "3444^^  Cc^^f^  , 

4.    .  .       .....    ai^^9ycA  .  A)<uiA^  (f/-^?^^  *^ 

tmcl  ytj/'M.^M^o  /Jtoro^  ^  "^fu  u^©^ ^  ^^^^^"^  /jtojA 
LJ--/^  eUd  fhifi-  do  /Ko^^^^'i/^,  /^^fff  cuU  '£a.^rufU£A^tif 

llittJi^d^f>^-U0ii(r4.  l^f^ f      fhow &»:U  yyioAc 
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"h^^         /^uy  ^  -Mtfui.  PoyfS  a£%u3jL^ 

V<te  ^    /Uo^  . . 

^^iS"..  Pti^  ^i/<yu        ^in^  c<i/^  , 

(  .(Uc-Si^..   ^..^  AdL(/to>^  Jktt/it/h/',  o^^€^ 
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Why  the  North  Vietn^3^are  still  holding 
American  POW's:  ^ 


Following  the  end  of  the  Vietnam  War,  the  Hanoi 
government  in  North  Vietnam  retained  hundreds  of 
American  prisoners  as  a  bargaining  chip  to  force  the 
United  States  Government  to  pay  billions  of  dollars 
in  cash  plus  trade  concessions  to  Hanoi. 

For  the  last  eleveri  years  the  North  Vietnamese  have 
denied  allegations  that  they  are  holding  POW  and 
MIA  prisoners.  However,  they  have  made  these 
demands  for  payments  in  excess  of  three  billion 
dollars  to  "search  for"  our  missing  men. 

The  North  Vietnamese  communists  have  always  lied 
about  holding  POWs.  They  lied  to  the  French  about 
hundreds  of  French  soldiers  captu'ed  and  held  for 
over  15  years. 


DABLY  NEWS 

Bares  12 'sightincs' 
ofYankPWs^ 


By  JOScIPII  VOLZ 


Washington  (News  Bureau) — A  Pentagon 
ofncial  said  yesterday  there  were  about  12  "live 
sightings"  last  year  in  Southeast  Asia  of  men 
believed  to  be  American  prisoners  from  the 
Vietnam  War. 


Despite  tight  security  in 
Vietnam  and  Laos,  there 
have  been  many 
sightings  of  American 
POWs. 


Facts: 

There  are  2,494  men  missing 
from  the  Vietnam  war. 

566  men  were  lost  in  Laos; 
to  this  day.  not  one  man 
has  ever  returned,  either 
dead  or  alive. 

There  are  hundreds  of 
first-hand  live  sighting  reports 
of  Americans  held  in  captivity. 


WhaC 


Sky  Hook  II  Project?: 


The  Sky  Hook  II  Project  is  an  effort 
to  help  find  and  recover  several  American  POWs 
held  in  Southeast  Asia.  Using  former  CIA,  Air  force 
Intelligence  and  Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
experts,  the  Sky  Hook  II  Project  concentrates  on 
working  with  Asians  in  a  quiet,  private  way  to 
remove  some  Americans  secretly  from  the  caves  and 
other  prison  structures  where  they  are  held. 

Diplomatic  efforts  have  not  t>een  successful  to 
secure  the  release  of  these  men.  However,  we  must 
not  forget  them.  The  Sky  Hook  II  Project  will  bring 
this  entire  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  American 
media  and  the  American  people. 

Examples  of  Live-Sightings  of  POW's 

in  1980,  two  Swedish  workers  near  Hanoi  accidently 
ran  into  a  chain  gang  of  white  mervworking  on  a 
road  under  atmed  guard.  When  they  saw  the  Swedes 
they  bepan  yelling,  "We  are  American  POWs.  There 
are  many  of  us  here. .  .many  of  us.  Tell  the  world 
about  us.  Tell  America  not  to  forget  us". 

In  1981  a  West  German  diplomat  touring  northern  '  - 
Laos  in  a  helicopter  saw  a  group  of  white  men 
forced  to  do  manual  labor  on  a  road.  He  asked  his 
Laotian  guide  who  these  men  were.  The  reply  was. 
"Those  are  American  P0WsJeUj3.Yfir_Lrpm  the  war." 


Also  in  19§1  three  Laotians  drove  to  Northern  Laos  ; 
in  a  truck.  When  they  arrived  at  their  destination,  one ' 
of  them  looked  in  the  truck's  rear-view  mirror  and  i 
saw  five  white  men  in  torn  and  tattered  clothes  \ 
walking  on  a  path  with  their  arms  tied  behin31heir  ■ 
backs.  This  Laotian  asked  one  of  the  Vietnamese 
guards  who  these  men  were.  The  reply,  "These  are 
American  POWs.  We  have  52  of. theTn  here.- 


Caoifn  GfO<9*  MjcOwukj  «as  sftoi  Oown  m  l»os  on  Oecemoef  P'  1972 
two  years  >iiei  alif  all  ir>e  POW  j  «.efe  iuP30i«3iv  f«iea»e<J.  rus  fiKXnw 
wti  sfyjArn  a  piciuie  o)  ne»  joo  in  a  POW  camp  Laiety.  incejwj  Oeen  oir 
■nlormai>on  lo  indicate  inal  Gcoige  coulo  si""  Oe  tint         ~  ' 
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Advisory  Board 


M>.  BHIy  Manm 


CjplMt  Eugene  B.  McOanid.  USN  (RETJ 


t  OmmtCnmmtl  Court  Ju^ 


U.  ftea  Tcsvaiena 


Calami  Ejrl  Hoppor.  US.  Aimr  (RETj  Colonel  Teny  Uycyame.  USAF  (RETJ 


rfMMCMCA.  Annr 


Statements  by  Former  POW's 

Captain  Eugene  'Red'  MacDaniel:  "I  was  a 
POW  in  Hanoi  tor  almost  6  years.  I  learned 
never  to  trust  the  North  Vietnamese.  I  am 
now  certain  that  there  are  many  ol  our  men 
still  held  in  both  Vietnam  and  Laos.  And 
this  project,  the  Sky  Hook  II  Protect,  is  the 
6esf  way  to  bring  these  men  home." 

Colonel  Terry  Uyeyama:  "Americans  are  still 
in  captivity  in  Vietnam  and  Laos.  They  have 
languished  in  this  inhumanity  since  the 
return  of  most  of  the  POW's  of  twelve  years 
ago.  The  Sky  Hook  II  Project  gives  us  a 
'solid  opportunity  to  bring  our  outrage  to  a 
boil  and  to  actively  work  for  their  free'dom. " 


Honorwy  ChainiMn 


Fomwr  Membar  ol  Congress 


Former  U.S.  Congressman  John  LeBoutillier  from  New  York  served  on  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee  and  on  the  special  House  Task  Force  on  POW's  and 
Missing-in-Action  in  Southeast  Asia.  Mr.leBoutillier,  who  graduated  Magna 
Cum  Laude  from  Harvard  College  and  received  an  MBA  degree  from  Harvard 
Business  School  is  the  founder  and  Director  of  ACCOUNT  FOR  OUR  POW/MIA  s. 
INC.  He  has  been  to  Laos  four  times  and  held  extensive,  secret  talks  with  the 
North  Vietnamese.  Mr.  LeBoutillier  has  ?.!so  seen  classified  information 
regarding  the  Prisoner  of  War  situatic-      he' says.  "After  carefully  reviewing 
secret  information  in  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency,  there  is  no  question  in  - 
my  mind  that  there  are  over  200  men  held  alive  against  their  will  today  in 
Vietnam  and  Laos.  The  Sky  Hook  11  Project  is  the  best  way  to  recover  these 


ACCOUNT  FOR  POW/MIAs,  INC. 

SKY  HOOK  II  PROJECT 

Post  Office  Box  226683     Dallas.  Texas  75222-6683 
AH  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

Please  don't  forget  these  men.  Help  us  bring  them  home." 


"Tell  the  world  about  us  • 
tell  America  not  to  forget  us" 


Will  you  forget  these  heroes? 
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23  June  81,  DIA  was  advised  that  a  Lao  refugee  named  s><i.  had 

observed  a  group  of  tall  Caucasians  in  Attopeu  Province,  '  Laos,  April 
1980.  -  - 

17  July  81,  the  refugee  was  telephoncially  contacted  by  DIA.  He  claimed 
to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Luangprabang 
Province  in  ^ril  1980  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  (PL) 
field  unit.  ^  claimed  that  a  PL  soldier  told  him  that  there  were  50 
U.S.  Rfe  detained  in  that  area  and  that  the  six  \*ite  persons  were  U.S. 
PMS. 

28-30  July  81,  DIA  interviewed    ^    j\  Washington,  D.C.    ^  advised 
that  he   assumed  a   fraudulent   identity   to   facilitate   his  proeessing 
through  the  refugee  system.    He  then  claimed  his  true  name  to  be  Sc— ' 
5<>  .  the  youngest  son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  Police  General. 

The  polygraph  examination  administered  to  i  July  1981  indicated 

that  s<i  wsis  not  deceptive  when  he  asserted  seeing  white  FWs  and  that  he 
had  been  told  by  PL  soldiers  these  white  men  were  Americans. 

^c,  reported  that  three  friends  who  also  observed  the  white  men  have 
fled  Laos.  He  said  they  saw  the  U.S.  PWs  for  approximately  15  mimtes 
from  an  approximate  distance  of  15  yards. 

DIA  has  been  unable  to  locate  any  of  the  three  friends  of  ^  acause  he 
is  unable  to  give  their  locations  or  precise  identifying  data.  Since  his 
initial  interview,  one  of  the  three  has  allegedly  been  killed. 

DIA  was  successful  in  locating  the  daughter  and  son  of  the  Lao  Police 
General  who  60  claims  is  his  father.  Both  denied  that  '  c^c  is  related 
to  their  family  in  any  way.  Both  claimed  that  ^  did  assist  t^fem  in 
their  esc2^  from  Laos.  Both  claimed  that  ^  had  called  tliem  since  he' 
arrived  in  the  U.S.  5(x  denies  contacting  either  one  of  then  since  his 
arrival  in  the  U.S. 

15-18  Nov  82,  DIA  reinterviewed  ^  and  he  %«as  given  another  polygraph 
examination.  Again  no  deception  was  indicated  concerning  his  assertion 
that  he  saw  six  white  men  and  that  he  was  told  that  they  were  U.S.  EWs. 
Deception  was  indicated  %ihen  he  answered  yes  to  the  question,  "Is  your 
true  name  During  his  interviews^  he  claimed  that  he  has 

not  contacted  either  the  daughter  or  the  son  of  General  3<2^  since  his 
arrival  in  the  U.S.  He  continued  to  insist  that  he  was  the  General's 
son.  He  claimed  that  the  convoy  consisted  of  three  trucks  and  not  the 
six  as  previously  reported.  He  claimed  that  he  saw  the  five  or  six  vAiite 
men  for  less  than  one  minute  rather  than  the  15  minutes  previously 
reported.  He  now  states  that  the  distance  between  he  and  the  white  jn^ 
was  approximately  five  meters  rather  than  15  yards. 

16  May  83  .^O  las  again  interviewed.  A  former  Lao  General  under  CIA 
au^ices  did  this  interview.  repeated  essentially  the  same  story— 

•nie  convoy  consisted  of  four  trucks.  He  saw  six  vihite  men.  He  was  told 
they  %«ere  Americans.    Observation  occurred  about  5  or  6  pnu  Previously 
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he  claiined  they  ate  lunch  with  the  PL  a£ter  the  alleged  sighting.  He 
observed  IWs  about  10  meters  £roro  his  truck.  He  heard  the  FL  soldiers 
talking  together  that  they  still  have  about  50  U.S.  IWs  vAiich  some  day 
will  be  used  for  exchange  and  negotiaticxi  with  the  U.S.  Government.  His 
friend  told  him  "this  was  Muong  Khoua  and  from  there  about  ISkms  was 
Vietnamese  territory." 

Investigation  continues.  Technical  means  have  been  utilized  throughout 
this  investigation. 


60-642  -  93  -  24 
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COHCLOSI 


^  c  (AKA:  ) 

-  In  July  1981,  DIA  contacted  after  being  informed  that  he  may  possess 
U.S.  PW/MIA  information.                    claims  to  have  seen  six  Caucasian  PW  near 
Muong  Khoua,  Laos,  in  the  1977/1978  time  period. 

-  Regarding  live  sighting;  possible  true. 

-  Essentially,  his  story  is  that  he  was  in  a  convoy  of  three  trucks  traveling  to 
a  military  facility  near  Muong  Khoua.    He  claims  that  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
their  convoy  entered  an  area  of  the  camp  that  was  restricted  and  when  they  were 
turning  their  truck  around  to  leave  the  area,  as  directed,  he  saw  in  the  front 
right  side  door  mirror  five  or  six  Caucasians  accompanied  by  an  armed  guard 
walking  behind  his  truck.    The  observation  was  a  fleeting  one  lasting  perhaps 

15  to  20  seconds.  He  was  told  by  a  Pathet  Lao  that  the  six  white  men  were  U.S.-  - 
PWs  and  that  there  were  about  50  U.S.  PWs  in  the  area. 

.  interviewed/polygraphed  28-30  July  1981 — He  advised  that  he  had  assumed 
a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing  through  the  refugee -system. 
He  then  claimed  his  trume  name  to  be   A^Afi.S«^  youngest  son  of  a 

former  Soyal  Lao  Police  General. 

-  The  polygraph  examination  administered  to  July  1981  indicated  that  he  was 
not  deceptive  about  his  seeing  white  PWs  and  that  he  ahd  been  told  by  PL 
soldiers  chose  white  men  were  Americans. 

-  Deception  was  Indicated  concerning  his  claim  to  be  .s^/f/^  ^ 

-  DIA  was  able  to  locate  and  Interview  General  ft^'mF^     t  real  daughter  who 
lives  In  Canada  and  his  son  who  lives  In  the  U.S.    They  both  stated  that 

helped  thea  escape  Laos  but  he  was  not  their  brother  nor  was  he 
related  to  their  family  in  any  way. 

clalaed  that  three  friends  were  with  hia  during  Che  alleged  sl^tlns^ 
but  he  was  unable  Co  provide  any  usable  Idenclcy  or  locaclon  for  Chea.  DIA 
was  unable  Co  verify  his  scory  by  his  friends,  one  In  Laos;  one  Is  dead;  and 
one  Is  soaewhere  in  Thailand.  , 

SC     reintervieved  and  given  aoocher  polygraph  during  15-18  Hoveaber  1982. 
Once  again  discrepancies  arose  abouC  his  crue  idenclcy  buC  once  again  no 
decepcion  was  indicaCed  concerning  his  claia  having  seen  five  or  sis  Caucasians 
on  or  abouC  1977/1978  near  Muong  Khoua,  Laos. 

-  Case  was  cransferred  Co  CIA  for  possible  exploicaCion  by  Che  agency  in  Deceaber 
1982. 

-  CIA  dispacched  a  foraer  Lao  General  now  living  in  Che  U.S.  Co  incerview  che 
refugee  and  again  Che  scory  of  che  refugee  was  essencially  che  saae.  The 
foraer  Lao  General  opined  ChaC  if  che  sCory  is  crue,  che  refugee  was  inside 
VieCnaa  and  noc  Laos. 

The  concinuing  problea  has  been  Chac  che  refugee  has  never  been  able  c«  give  a^ 
useful  locaclon  of  che  alleged  ailicary  facilicy  where  his  alleged  sighcing 
occurred.    DIA  and  CIA  iaagery  exp<%rcs  have  been  unable  Co  locate  s  facility 
which  is  reaoCely  close  Co  a  facilicy  described  by  che  refugee.    In  view  of 
Che  Lao  General's  recenC  conencs,  iaagery  expercs  are  now  focusing  on  MuonV 
Khoa  which  is  locaced  inside  VleCnaa  near  Che  Laos  border.    Invescigacion  r.^* 
i  but  on  Che  quescion  of  his  sighcing.  ic  is  fCM,*j- 
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0(P«C1MI.NT  or  DEFENSC 
JCS  MtSGAGt  CtNTER 

ROUT  I  ME  ZYUW  RUnTBKA3596  0230735 

R  230735Z  JAN  BU 

Frt  USDAD  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 

TO      01  A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARDERS  PT-HI 

USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

AMCONSUL  UllORN 

BANGKOK  03596 

CITE:    3032  JAN  BU . 

SUBJ:     LAO  REFUGEE  I 

REF:     A.     DIA/OC-2  MSG.  OTG  2M';S5Z  OCT  8^.  SUBJ: 
_ 

B.     DTA/OC-2  MSGriDTtT'^mS'iSZ  JAN  BU,  SUBJ:  ALLEGED 
U.S.  PWS  IN  LAOS. 

1.  BOTH  REF  MESSAGES  REQUEST  A  RE  INTERVIEW  OF 

SUBJECT  LAO  REFUGEE. 


2.  .  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  LAST  SEEN  AT  NA  PHO 

CAMP  ABOUT  2  WEEKS  AGO.     ACCORDING  TO  HIS  WIFE,   HE  LEFT 
CAMP  ON  9  JANUARY  BU .     SHE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHERE  HE  WENT  OR 
WHEN  HE  WILL  RETURN.     SHE  CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  NO  MEANS  TO  GET 
A  MESSAGE  TO  HIM.     LNO  LEFT  A  WRITTEN  NOTE  WITH  BC^^ 
WIFE  ON  20  JANUARY  ASKING  THAT       ^C:^  CONTACT  THE 

JCRC  LIAISON  OFFICE  IMMEDIATELY  UPON  HIS  RETURN.  WE  WILL 
ADVISE  WHEN  CONTACT  IS  RE-ESTABLISHED. 


7..  r.nnMENT:     LNO  WAS  TOLD  BY  SEVERAL  REFUGEES  THAT 

f  ,/AS   INVOLVED   IN  SEVERAL  "DEALS"  WHICH  HAD 

BROUGHT  DOWN  THAI   DISFAVOR.        SC-  HAD  SUBSEQUENTLY 

FLED  THE  CAMP  BECAUSE  OF  THREATENED  THAI   PUNITIVE  ACTION. 
ONE  DEAL  ALLEGEDLY  PERTAINED  TO   INTIMIDATING  REFUGEES  INTO 
"CONTRIBUTING"  TO  HIS  RESISTANCE  ACTIVITIES   IN  EXCHANGE 
FOR        SO         5  ASSURANCE  THAT  NO  DETRIMENTAL   INFO  WOULD 
FIND  ITS  WAY   INTO  A  REFUGEE'S  FILE  AND  HINDER  RESETTLEMENT 
CHANCES.     THE  OTHER  DEAL  ALLEGEDLY  PERTAINED  TO  SKIMMING 
RICE  RATIONS  FROM  REFUGEES   IN  f     ^  LIVING  AREA. 

(WE  RECALL  HE  HAD  BEEN  ACCUSED  OF  SIMILAR  ACTIVITY  WHILE 
STILL  AT  THE  $p  CAMP  SEVERAL  YEARS  AGO.)  END 

COMMENT.     DECL:  OADR. 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (U .  P .  6 , 7 . 8 .  F) 

INFO      CJCST^y  J3(6)   NIDSd)   JU{U)   J5  (2)  SECDEF:(1) 

SECDEF  (9)   USDP(15)   ASD:PA(1)   NMIC(1)   AT-3(1)  DIO(l) 
DE-2(1)   DB-2(1)   DB-2C(1)   DB-^D3(1)   DB-5D3(1)  DIA{1) 
DB-6D(1) 
+SAFE 


MCN»8J023/00853        1  Ofl  =  8402J/0736Z        7  AD  =  84023/073BZ  C0Srw-MlA85? 
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^  UNCLASSIFIECT 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RU«TBKA98l«l  3180557 

R  K0557Z  NOV  83 
FM  USDAO  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 
TO      01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//0C-2// 
INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

UNCLAS  BANGKOK  '598li1 

CITE:  UNCLASSIFIED  33'>'i  NOV  83. 

SUBJ:  '  ^  (U)  . 

REF:  DIA/OC-2  nSG.  DTG  2115552  OCT  83.  SA6. 

1.  ON  n  NOV  83  DURING  A  BRIEF  VISIT  TO  NA  PHO  REFUGEE 
CAMP.  JCRC  LNO  ATTEMPTEO  TO  LOCATE  LAO  REFUGEE 

0  SATISFY  THF  RFOIJI REMENTS  IN  REFERENCED  MESSAGE. 
ACCORDING  TO  WIFE.  HE  HAD  BEEN  GONE  FROM  THE 

CAMP  FOR  11-5  DAYS  AND  SHE  HAD  NO  ESTIMATE  OF  HIS  RETURN. 

2.  WE  WILL  CHECK  AGAIN  DURING  NEXT  VISIT  TO  5o 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U. P . 6.  7 .8 .  F) 

INFO      CJCSW  J3(6)   NIDS(l)   J3:NMCC(1)   Jl*  (M   J5  (2) 

SECDEF:(1)  SECOEF  (9)  US0P(15)  AS0:PA{1)  NMIC(l) 

AT-3(1)   DIO(l)   0B-2(1)   0B-2C(1)   0B-i»D3(O  DIA(l) 

DB-6D(1) 
+SAFE 

MCN-833 18/005 10       TOR-833 18/0600Z       TA0«B33 18/06 1 22  CDSNiMIA824 
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ZYUW  RUMTBKA5763  2970718 


ROUTINE 

R  2'i07l8Z  OCT  83 
F«  USDAO  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 
TO      01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 
INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

BANGKOK  55763 

CITE:  .  3325  OCT  83. 

SUBJ:  «W> 

REF:     DIA/DC-2  MSG,  DTG  211555Z  OCT  83. 

1.  WE  HAVF  A  SMALL  COLOR  PHOTO  OF  LAO  REFUGEE 

AND  WILL  ATTEMPT  TO  SATISFY  THE 
REQUIREMENTS   IM  RFF  MFCSAGE  DURING  OUR  NEXT  ENCOUNTER 
WITH  ^  ,  HOPEFULLY  DURING  NEXT  TRIP  TO 

^p>  DECL:  OADR. 

BT 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (U. P . 6. 7 . 8. F) 

INFO      CJCSW  J3{6)   NIOS(l)   J3:NMCC(I)   JM**)  J5  (2) 

SEC0EF:(1)   SECDEF  (9)   USDP(15)   ASD:PA{1)  NMIC{1) 
AT-3(1)   DIO(l)   DB-2(1)   DB-2C(1)   DB-1«D3(1)  DIA(l) 
DB-60(1) 
+SAFE 


MCN<83297/00910       T0R«83297/0722Z       TAD«83297/07222  CDSN-M1A367 

PAGE   1  OF  1 
2407 18Z  OCT  83 


738 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
•  dCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUEKJCS8235  29'«19l4i. 

R  2115552  OCT  83 

FM  01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

TO      USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 

INFO  "<:riNCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3//      COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
SUB  J:     BOUNLOUANE  S I LATH/HOUANG  VAN  TE  (U; 

REFS:     A.     USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  020021Z  MAR  83,  SUBJ:  ALLEGED 
U.S.  REMAINS  IN  POSSESSION  OF  LAO  RESISTANCE  (U) 

B.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  I7IIO9Z  SEP  82,  SUBJ:  REFUGEE 
STATUS  REPORT  (U) 

C.  DIA  MSG  DTG  162153Z  SEP  82.   SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  DETAINED  IN 

LAOS  (U) 

D.  DIA  MSG  DTG  291923Z  JUL  82.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 
DETAINED  IN  LAOS  (U) 

E.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG   IOO808Z  NOV  8I.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS 
ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED   IN  LAOS  (U) 

F.  DIA  MSG  DTG  O6OOQ3Z  NOV  8I.   SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 

DETAINED  IN  LAOS   (U)  ~  . 

G.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  1  10i»08Z  SEP  8I,  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS 
ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS  (U) 

H.  DIA  MSG  DTG  0'»2102Z  SEP  8I.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 
DETAINED  IN  LAOS  (U) 

1.  .N  REF  A  YOU  REPORTED  RF^m  T«:  of  vnilR  CONVERSATION  WITH 

CONCERNING  ALL  OF  THE  OTHER  REFS 

PERTAIN  TO  YOUR  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE    ^5C-  I F   IN  FACT  HE  EXISTS). 
>.  DURING  OUR  LAST  INTERVIEW  WITH  O^^-^  17  NOV  82. 

^         INSISTED  THAT  HIS  NAME   IS  REALLY     <\Ctt^        AS  YOU  KNOW 
'csy\  HAS  TWICE  FAILED  POLYGRAPH  QUESTIONS  INDICATING  TO  US  THAT  HIS 
NMHt   IS  NOT  ..     ADDITIONALLY,     Aftr^JU   .  HAS  REVEALED  THAT  IT 

WAS  r  -Sa^  r\^^  WHO  PROVinFn  F4icc   IDENTITY  PAPERS  FP" 

N  THE  NAME  OF  \       OS  ....  HAS  ADMITTFD  THAT  V  fl^yfi  ^' " '  ^s'O''^* 

IS  NOT  HIS  TRUE  NAME.     REF  A  INDICATES  fJnK.\^  A  SC  o0i.  ytei.o- ^f 

IS  ALSO  A  •   fy.t^.^  .     SINCE  WE  CONTINUE  TO  EXPERIENCE  DIFFICULTY   IN        a-  (Oa«»6,  io  F»c,.rr*T<. 
IDENTIFYING  THE  TRUE  NAME  OF      '£C^         TWO  THOUGHTS  HAVE  OCCURRED  TO     c >  .  twi-r'n.trdHT 
US.     ONE   IS  THAT  POSSIBLY       rw.  ys^       £   IS  THE  TRUE  NAME  OF 

THEREFORE     >lj DOES  NOT  EXIST  IN  THE  REFUGEE  SYSTEM.     SECONDLY.  - 

SINCE  ALLEGEDLY  PROVIOED  FALSE   IDENTITY  PAPERS  TO 

PERHAPS    «0«v«Ae  CAN   IDENTIFY      S-^    iW  FROM  A  PICTURE  AND  PROVIDE  US 

HIS  TRUE  IDENTITY. 

3.  REQUEST  YOU  SHOW  A  PHOTO  OF  .  TO   />'-*^  AND  REQUEST     *  - 

HIM  TO  IDENTIFY  THAT  PHOTO.     IF  YOU  DO  NOT  HAVE  A  PHOTO  OF 

WE  WILL  PROVIDE  YOU  WITH  ONE.     ALSO  VERIFY  WITH    Sl>     .WHETHER  OR 

NOT  HE  DID  PROVIDE     SC-         WITH  FALSE   IDENTITY  PAPERb.  APPRECIATE 

VERY  MUCH  YOUR  EFFORli>  ON  THIS  MATTER. 

DECL    OADR  BT 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  {0.6.8.F) 
INFO      NMICO)   V0(1)  DIA(l) 
+SAFE 

MCN-33294/05129       TOR-83294/ 1 944Z       T A0"83294/20472  C0SN«MIA369 
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7    JUL  1983 

do 

S-4360/DC-2  AaJ        e/50501/7  Jul  83/paf 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  OPERATIONS,  CIA 


COMCURRCNCES 


SUBJECT:        Reported  Presence  of  American  Prisoners  of  War  in  the  Lao  Pe<p1^r*Tr 
Democratic  Republic  (U) 


Reference:    DIA  memorandum  S-11901,  27  December  1982,  subject:     sane  as  tbc 


nd 


1.  .;  The  purpose  of  this  correspondence  Is  to  summarize  our  coi|ti|nuing 

efforts  to  confirm  claims  by  four  sources  who  alleged  to  have  seen  Amerlc 
prisoners  in  Laos  in  recent  years  and  to  request  that  your  agency  develoi 
pursue  leads  that  might  permit  conclusive  assessments  of  the  possibility 
U.S.  PWs  were  being  held  at  the  locations  and  periods  of  time  described  I 
these  sources.  Members  of  my  staff  are  available  to  assist  at  your  request 
Copies  of  all  files  regarding  each  case  also  will  be  transmitted  to  you 
desire. 


2.  )  Referenced  memorandum  requested  your  assistance  to  confirn 

story  received  from(  -a-^  a  Lao  refugee  residing  in  the  U.S., 

claimed  that  he  saw  five  or  six  PWs  In  Laos  during  1977/1978.    The  story 
not  have  enough  detail  to  permit  a  conclusive  analysis.     The  refugee  has 
taken  polygraph  examinations  in  which  "no  deception  was  indicated"  regart^ir 
his  sighting.     Subsequently,  CIA  contacted  and  interviewed  the  refugee. 
Story  remained  unchanged.    VJe  are  currently  studying  the  feasibility  of 
es^loylng  hypnosis  as  a  means  of  helping  this  source  remember  specific  de 


di]d 


Diu  ring 


Lass 


3.  .  During  late  May  and  June  1983,  CIA  notified  DIA  about  an 
citizen  who  contacted  the  CIA  representative  at  Ft.  Bragg,  North  Carolina 
described  a  trip  he  allegedly  took  into  Laos,  North  Vietnam,  and  Chlna^. 

the  trip,  this  American  claimed  he  saw  three  Caucasians  under  guard  in   

whom  he  was  told  were  "U.S.  PWs."    DIA  subsequently  interviewed  this  AmerffcEn 
and  Is  currently  attempting  to  verify  those  aspects  of  hie  o<.».«"-it  that  ajre 
subject  to  possible  verification.  C^-j^  -  ••--^ 

4.  Two  other  Lao  refugees ,r  jand  <,c^ 
administered  polygraph  examinations  that  showed  no  indications  of  deceptl 
regarding  their  claimed  sightings  of  American  prisoners.       5<^  report 
seeing  one  Black  American  in  Muong  Sen  (northern  Lao  panhandle)  during  19|Z2 

6C'  reported  seeing  five  Americans  in  Vieng  Sal  (near  Sam 

during  January  1976.     In  neither  instance  was  the  source  able  to  provide 
sufficient  detail  to  permit  any  correlation  to  any  specific  unaccounted-f 
American.     Complete  background  on  each  case  is  available  from  our  files 


Coord  Cy  ' 
DC-2  Stayback  Cy 
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RETURN  FOR  FILING  TO: 


FOni  3U  (Z-78)  OFflCM.  Fa£  COTf 
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5.  ')  Our  Invest Icacloos  have  not  yet  provided  evidence  to  corroborate 
any  of  above  stories;  however,  the  polygraph  results  have  stimulated  a  keen 
interest  in  seeking  further  Information  before  forming  any  conclusive  judgments. 

6.  (U)  Point  of  contact  in  this  matter  is  Colonel  )  HJoa'tu^ 
telephone:  Otixt^ 
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9. 


1>P08        .  so 
S/^hicr^fie/  J/^C  €un>J 

^  S€ PON's  ojieo  MuJicA  Jicu/ o^^^coa^  F^^^  'iu/£ta^ 
^4o^  l/^^  Cficclu  ^wqaJ  aJsQ/f>^/f^  couy^/o  ^/^Af  S£A/ feneu/i^/j  <f>, 

VfiM  fiu/cM  W^l- SiroN ^  ^fli  A/v/^  Ac//>>^ocWv4&a?  i  ^74^^/>^ 
iHlBtO  -fsMyfifMjL^Mov^  \//ii/>u^ ,  £ji^sfu  ^  M/^/hoA.  t'h/fncCCes^  a/uuirec/ . 

yKrQ/>Ji  J^is-/  c(c>Wf^  Ao^  tZ/^j?/ Ou»^  AucA  ^to,  ' 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

S-10444/DI-7 


PW/NIA  Dally  Report 


The  fol lowing  has  transpired  today  on  PM/MIA  activities: 

-  Reported  Defection  of  Three  Lao  Pilots 

•  American  Embassy  Vientiane  reported  they  were  told  by  Lao 
aviation  sources  that  three  LPDR  pilots  had  defected  to  Thailand. 
According  to  Embassy  contacts,  the  pilots,  who  flew  the  Soviet 
AN-2  aircraft,  of  which  the  Lao  have  four,  fled  across  the 
Mekong  by  boat  on  29  June. 

•  We  have  been  advised  that  the  Interagency  Defector  Coranittee  (IDcj 
has  forwarded  a  request  through  SESO  Bangkok  attempting  to  gain 
access  to  these  defectors  and  has  requested  that  USDAO  Bangkok 

be  the  action  agency. 

"   A  "heads  up"  message  has  been  sent  to  JCRC  Bangkok  Informing 
them  that  the  defectors  are  reportedly  at  the  Nong  Khai  refugee 
camp.    Also,  that  we  have  several  questions  to  be  asked  of  these 
three  as  soon  as  authorization  is  granted. 

-  Report  of  PH«t  Wpar  I  nana  Prahanq.  Ian.; 

**   During  early  July,  a  civilian  employee  of  the  New  Mexico  Air 
National  Guard,  provided  the  name  of  a  Lao  refugee  who  claims 
information  on  the  U.S.  PW/MIA  issue. 

•  On  17  July,  a  native  Lao,  acting  on  behalf  of  DI-7C,  contacted  the 
refugee  in  Albuquerque.    The  refugee,  who  was  born  in  1959  "in 
Vientiane,  claims  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in 
northern  Luang  Prabang  Province  in  April  1980  while  delivering 
supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.    The  refugee  reported  that 

a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PWs  detained 
in  that  area  and  that  the  six  whtte  persons  were  U.S.  prisoners. 


20  July  1981 
DC 
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This  U'  tht  first  such  r«port,  concerning  tht  detention  of  a 
largo  nuabor  of  U.S.  PMs  In  Luang  Prabang*  that  DI-7C  has  rooolvod. 

Attonipts  art  boing  ■atfo  to  bring  this  rtfugoo  to  Washington,  O.C. 
for  tfobHtflng. 


ALUM  6.  PAULSON 
Roar  AMral.  USN 
Assistant  Vice  Mroctor 
For  Collection 
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Menorandun  for  Record  23  June  1981 


SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee 


1.  jOn  22  June  1981.  I  spoke  to  hj  /  Lt  Col.  New  Mexico  Ang. 
He  advised  essentially  as  follows: 

Several  days  before  the  "Nat*eM«9  Raid"  Into  Laos  hit  the  newspaper,  he 
received  a  call  from  a  Lao  teacher  known  to  him  as    S5      ^who  teaches 
high  school  In       SSt>  \       ss      told     a/    3  that  he  had 

recently  spoken  to  a  Lao  refugee  named       5*0         -Iwho  reported 
observing  a  group  of  tall  Caucasian  prisoners  In  Attopeu  province  In  April 
1980.    The  Caucasian  prisoners  were  working  In  a  field  and  appeared  to  be 
In  good  health.  ^was  with  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  when  he  saw  the 

Caucasians  and  he  asked  the  Pathet  Lao  If  they  were  Russians.   The  Pathet 
Lao  told  ^  Othat  the  Caucasians  were  Americans.       SS     bplned  that 
the  PL  were  keeping  the  US  prisoners  In  Southern  Laos  rather  than  In 
Northern  Laos  because  It  was  Irfr  obvious  to  keep  them  there.      ss  ''\ 
advised  that  3c  lis  a  single  male  who  resides  at  the  ' 

2.  A/       'advised  that  he  had  made  arrangements  to  visit  St-  \  but 
that  he  /had  gone  on  vacation  to  Nebraska  prior  to  the  meeting. 

idvlsed  that  he  will  return  from  D.C.  to      ^yffff-    on  24  June 
1981  and  will  contact  .Sc-  on  behalf  of  DI-7C. 

3.  '  Inquiry  with  the       iWs^f'        Information  operator  Indicated 
rvo  listing  for  Sc_  . 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

memdrondtam 

Ktm,    30  July  1981  I 

lori     DC  '  .- 

KT.    PW/NIA  Dally  Report 

loi    DR  • 

The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PW/MIA  activities: 

-  U.S.  PWs  Anpqpdly  nptafnpH  <n  I  an^  ^ 

*  A  DI-7C  analyst  has  recently  debriefed  a  Lao  refugee  residing  In 
CONUS.   The  Lao  claims  to  have  observed  six  white  prisoners  In 
northeastern  Laos  In  mid-1977.    He  reports,  further,  that  he  was 
told  these  white  prisoners  were  Americans.    He  reports  that  he 
and  three  friends  observed  these  six  Caucasians  while  delivering 
supplies  to  the  facility  at  which  the  Caucasians  were  detained.. 

*  Preliminary  polygraph  examination  Indicates  that  this  refugee  Is 
accurately  reporting  his  observation  and  what  he  was  told  about 
the  Caucasian  prisoners.    Additional  polygraph  examination, 
subsequent  to  follow-up  Investigation,  Is  planned.   The  refugee 
has  advised  that  his  three  friends  who  observed  the  Caucasians 
have  also  fled  Laos,  two  being  located  possibly  in  Thailand  and 
one  In  Canada.    Follow-up  leads  will  be  conducted  by  JCRC  Bangkok 
and  Imagery  of  the  Indicated  area  will  be  examined. 

*  During  the  course  of  the  debriefing,  the  refugee  advised  that  he 
assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing  through 
the  refugee  system.    He  now  claims  to  be  the  youngest  son  of  a 

.£>»rrvr  "|.    However,  there  are  possible 

discrepancies  in  his  now  claimed  family  background.  Investigative 
action  will  be  undertaken  in  an  attempt  to  determine  this  refugee"^s 
actual  identity. 

-  TV  Coverage  of  the  PW/MIA  Issue 

°   The  CBS  Sunday  Morning  show  is  scheduled  to  discuss  the  PW/MIA  issue 
on  Sunday,  2  August.    The  DR  was  requested  to  appear  on  the  program 
but  due  to  prior  commitments  was^  not  available  for  taping. 
Mr.  George  Brooks,  a  member  of  tffe  Board  of  Directors  of  the  League 
of  Families  and  the  father  of  LT  Nicholas  Brooks,  USN,  who  is 
unaccounted  for  in  Laos,  is  scheduled  to  be  interviewed  for  the 
program.    Other  participants  in  the  program  are  not  known. 
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Mrs.  Ann  Griffiths,  Executive  Director  of  the  League,  Is  scheduled 
to  appear  on  the  John  Davidson  Show  on  Friday,  31  July  at  1600 
hours. 

Video  tapes  of  both  shows  have  been  requested. 


ALLAN  G.  PAULSON 
Rear  Adurfral,  USN 
AsslsUnt  Vice  Director 
For  Collection  Nanageaent 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
Air  Force  Office  of  Special  Investigations  District  4  (AFOSI) 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Washington,  DC  20331 

REPORT  OF  INVEST  IGATIOH 

OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN:  AFOSI  DIST  4  DATE:  2ft  AH  81  ^ 

REFERENCE:  INHIAL  REPORT      .  File  NO:  81040479*1 

STATUS:  aOSED  .     .  PERIOD:  28-29  Jul  81 

REPAREO  BY:  SA  6ERAL0  U.  CRAI8 

TITLE.  -5.«?r5^          1,  AKA:  <€> \  Nilt  Born:  unk.  '  0  ,  Uot,  Civlllaii  Allm 

SSAN:  Unk 


DISTRIBUTION: 
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81040479-1 
OETAILS: 

1.  This  report  was  Initiated  by  the  CoMoander,  AFOSI  District  4,  Andrews  AFB 
(AAFB),  MO,  based  on  a  request  fbr  polygraph  examination  of  SUBJECT  froa  JiM 
Defense  Intelligence  Agency  (DIA)  Washington,  DC.  That  request  was  approved 

by  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG  on  20  Jul  81. 

2.  On  28  Jul  81,  Mr.  PATRICK  HIRT,  DIA,  advised  essentially  as  fbllows: 

SUBJECT  was  arlaotlan,  but  DIA  had  very  little  knowledge  of  his  background. 
SUBJECT  spoke  no  English.  DIA Jnfonnatlon  Indicated  that  SUBJECT  way  have  seen 
Aaaerlcan  prisoners  In  Laos  as. recently  as  1977.  DIA  desired  a  polygraph  exam- 
ination of  SUBJECT  In  an  effort  to  verify  or  discount  his  reported  sighting. 

3.  On  28,  29  Jul  81,  SUBJECT  was  administered  polygraph  examinations  at  AAFB 
by  the  writer  and  SA  BRUCE  A.  THOMSON,  OOD  Certified  Polygraph  Examiners. 
HIRT  and  a  DIA  translator  were  present  during  the  examinations,  and  SUBJECT 
executed  a  Statement  of  Consent  to  polygraph  examination  voluntarily.  On  29 
Jul  81,  SA  WESLEY  R.  PEARCE,  OOD  Certified  Polygraph  Examiner,  was  present 
during  part  of  the  examination. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
I,  with  SUBJECT'S  respective  answers: 

1.  Did  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoa?  Yes. 

2.  Did  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Xhoa  In  1977?  Yes. 

3.  Did  that  Pathet  Lao  tell  you  those  six  white  prisoners  were  Americans? 


Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  the  above  test.  It  was. 
the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  Insufficient  responses  were  present,  and 
the  test  had  to  be  deemed  Inconclusive.  It  should  be  noted  that  considerable 
difficulty  was  encountered  In  getting  SUBJECT  to  talk  freely  about  Ms  back- 
ground to  facilitate  control  question  formulation. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
II  on  29  Jul  81,  with  his  respective  answers: 

y^l.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  seelrw  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa?  Yes. 

^'  2.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  seeing  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa  in  Mid- 1977?  Yes. 

^\^^/3.  Did  that  truck  guard  tell  you  those  prisoners  were  Americans?  Yes. 
y^^^'  Did  you  yourself  speak  to  those  white  prisoners?  No. 
After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  Test  Series  II,  it  was 
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V^NITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


oMn,  27  July  1981 

V.VTO     n~  (. 

nmori  DC 

MCT.  PW/NIA  Dally  Report 
■loi  DR 

The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PW/MIA  activities: 

-  Response  to  Congressional  Request 

•  On  24  July,  a  staffer  from  Congressman  Benjamin  Gllman's  office 
(Rep-NY)  called  DI-3  and  requested  that  DIA  prepare  ten  negotia- 
tion folders  Involving  U.S.  personnel  missing  In  action  In  Laos. 

"   Rep  Gllman  plans  to  provide  these  ten  folders  to  the  Lao  delegation 
to  the  U.N.  sometime  In  September. 

"   These  folders  are  being  prepared  and  will  be  provided  to  Congressman 
Gllman's  office  during  the  third  week  of  August. 

-  Report  of  U.S.  PWs  Near  Luang  Prabano.  Lao^ 

•  As  previously  reported  In  the  Dally  Report,  In  early  July,  a 
civilian  employee  of  the  New  Mexico  Air  National  Guard  provided 
the  name  of  a  Lao  refugee  who  claimed  Information  on  the  U.S. 
PW/MIA  Issue. 

"   When  contacted,  the  refugee  claimed  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian 
prisoners  In  northern  Luang  Prabang  Province  In  April  1980  while 
delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.   The  refugee  reported 
that  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PWs  - 
detained  In  that  area  and  that  the  six  white  persons  were  U.S.   '  - 
prisoners. 

•  This  is  the  first  such  report,  concerning  the  detention  of  a  large 
number  of  U.S.  PWs  in  Luang  Prabang,  that  DI-7C  has  received. 

•  The  Lao  refugee  was  brought  to  Washington  on  26  July  for  further 
debriefing  and  polygraph  examination.  Debriefing  of  this  source 
comnenced  today.  ■ 


omoNAL  romM  no.  <• 
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Response  to  Congressional  Inquiry 

"   On  24  July,  a  member  of  Congressman  Robert  K.  Dornan's  (Rep-CA) 
staff  requested, through  DI-3,a  verbal  reply  for  Information 
pertaining  to  the  return  of  four  sets  of  alleged  American  remains 
provided  by  the  Lao  Government  In  1978. 

**   Later  that  day,  0I-7C  provided  the  response  to  DI-3  for  forwarding 
to  Rep.  Dornan's  staffer. 


ALLAN  G.  PAULSON 
Rear  Admiral,  USN 
Assistant  Vice  Director 
For  Collection  Management 
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8104M79-1 

tiM  opinion  of  the  ExMlnort  that  SUBJECT*  t  rtsponses  to  questions  1  and  3  did 
not  Indicate  deception,  questions  2  and  4  rendered  Inconclusive  results.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  only  .difference  betnaen  questions  1  and  2  was  the 
addition  of  the  words  "In  md-UT?"  to  question  2.  SUBJEa  had  been  carefully 
Intenrlenad  regarding  the  date  of  the  alleged  sighting  and  It  ws- possible" 
that  he  had  becoM  over  sensitized  by  that  date. 

After  Initially  talking.  SUBJECT  agreed  te  undergo  an  additional  test  re- 
garding his  Identity  and  background.  The  following  are  the  relevant  questions 
asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  SeHes  III.  with  his  respective  answers: 

Is  your  noM      6o  iVes. 

^T^.  Is  your  father's  nsM      u»v>^       IT  Yes. 

JjiA^3.  Has  your  father  a      .   o-vrrr  I?  Yet.  • 

^i^.  Old  you  perfora  resistance  activities  for  7  Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygraas  collected  during  Test  Series  II.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Exaalners  that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  questions  2  and  4 
did  not  Indicate  deception.  No  opinion  could  be  rendered  regarding  questions 
1  and  3  as  the  responses  were  Inconclusive.  It  should  again  be  noted  that 
SUBJECT  underwent  lengthy  Interview  reoardlng  his  nsM  and  Identity  and  ny 
have  becone  sensitized  to  that  Issue.  Also.  SUBJECT  balked  at  undergoing  poly- 
graph exanlnatlon  regarding  his  background,  and  thus.  Test  Series  III  was  Jiot 
adulnlstered.  under  Ideal  oondttlont.  HoMvef.  the  needs  of  the  DIA  Investi- 
gation warranted  the  adalnlstratlon  of  that  final  Test  Series. 

All  date  pertolning  to  this  exaalnatlon  Is  on  file  at  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG. 
Boiling  AFB.  OC. 

STATUS:  Closed  ' 
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JOINT  CHfffW!ff»ff  SIIKIf 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS6^99  3571512 
ROUTINE  ^ 
R  231512Z  DEC  81 

FM  OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0I-7C// 

TO     AMEHB  VIENTIANE  LA 

INFO  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO//         COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
C I NCPAC  HONOLULU  HI //J2/JV/ 

SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA/VLK//  - 

BT 

■  I 

SUBJt     LAO  REFUGEE        t>*'^  |(AKA:        So^roc.  \ 

REF:      AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE  MSG  DTG  I7OIA5Z  DEC  U1. 

1.  IREF  REPORTS  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  LOCAL  LAO  SOURCE  CON- 
CERNING STATUS  OF        .^.v^--  TaND  FAMILY.    D I -7C  CURRENTLY 
ATTEMPTING  TO  DETERMINE  WITH  CERTAINTY  MEMBERSHIP  OF  LAO  REFUGEE 

[IH    M^*.":,     FAMILY.     IS  SOURCE  CJ TED  IN  REF 
SUFFICIENTLY  FAMILIAR  WITH  ALL  MEMBERS  OF    Or^^'^     [FAMILY  TO  VIEW 
PHOTOGRAPH  nP    60  I  AMD  ADVISE  RE      <-    TrELATIONSHIP/NQNHIELATIONSHN  : 
WITH  \    IL  THIS  SOURCE  IS  UNABLE  TO  SATISFY  OUR  RE-  ^ 

QU I REMENT,  DOES  THIS  SOURCE  HAVE  ACCESS  TO       to  r^^^u^  7 
PHOTOGRAPH  OF  [WILL  BE  FORWARDED  IF  YOU  FEEL  PRODUC- 

TIVE- , 

2.  US  INS  HOLDS  NO  LOCATABLE  RECORD  ON         Uvx^A^  .  IF 
SOURCE  'holds  ADDITIVNAL  data.  WHICH  WOULD  ASSIST  IN  LOCATING 

REQUEST  THAT  BE  PROVIDED.     IN  REGARD  TO  SIBLINGS  LOCATED 
IN    ^^n^\km.  irrrn\   il  ADDITIONAL  DATA  CLE..  THE  NAME  OF  | 
ISFOUSE  AND  DATES  OF  ENTRY  TO  (AND    C/t-;v^  IS 

,  Request  th,   v  .    \  ^ 


AVAII *8LE,  REQl 

3.  1  DIA  wTlL  AGAIN  SOON  MEET,  WITH  t  \.  ANY  ASSISTANCE  YOU  CAN 
PROVIDE  IN  ESTI 


BT 


}UEST  THAT  ALSO  BE  PROVIDED. 

FLL  AGAIN  SOON  MEET  WITH     t  ,   

ESTABLISHI||G  LINEAGE  WOULO  BE  VERY  HELPFUL. 


ACTION  01-70(1)  ,  ^         ,  ^  (D,6.7,F) 

INFO      NHIClf)  DB-2C(1)  DIA(1) 


MCN-8 1357/01 808      TOR-8I357/I502Z      TA0-8l357/15'«2Z  CDSN-MIA555 


PAGE  1  OF  1 

231512Z  or 
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JOINT  cHfifPsr'STAP^  miiiiii  CENTER 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS6<i95  3571<i59 
ROUTINE 

R  23I<i59Z  DEC  61 
FH  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 
TO     USOAO  PARIS  FR  s 


INFO  USOAO  BANGKOK  TH/, 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU 
SECSTATE  WASHINGTON 

rr 


USOAO  OTTAWA  CA 


COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
AMEnB  VIENTIANE  LA 


SUBJt 
REFUGEE 


LAO  REFUGEE  So*<t^        I jAKAi         i.*-tcft-  \ 

I  FYI  -  DU  fDI-7C)  HAS  RECENTLY  DEBRIEFED  CONUS  LOCATED  LAO 

 '        5o<'^<^      J,  WHO  HAS  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 

U.S.  PW/HIA  l.cciir      mnflNC  the  DEBRIEFING.  1  INDICATED  THAT  HE 

IS  THE  SON  OF    i^.*v>wt_-  1.  WHO 

IS  CURRENTLY  DETAINED  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS.  AND  THAT  THE  NAME  «.^<«.ol 

I  IS  MERELY  A  PSFUOONYM  HE  USED  WHILE  IN  THE  REFUGEE  SYSTEM. 


3 ILL  : 
FOR 
N  OF 


01 -7C 
CHILORL 

GIVEN  NAMES,  ARE 


SOON  CONTACT  v»«t3HM FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION. 
iicn«A  HAjtis  .  irnAs  BEEN  REPORTED  THAT  TWO  ADULT 
ESIO 


I ARE  CURRENTLY  RESIDING  IN  FRANCE.  THERE 

 ,  .         ^  -       jjFEMAU]  AND    *^.vm«_   (MALETV    FAMILY  NAME 

IS    a;*^*-  I    NO  FURTHER  IiIeNTIFYING  DATA  IS  AVAILABLE.  BUT  IS 
CURRENTLY  BEING  SOUGHT  THROUGH.  A  LAO  SOURCE  AVAILABLE  TO  AMEMBASSY 
VIENTIANE.    THROUGH  LRENCH  MFA.  REQUEST  YOU  ATTEMPT  TO  IDENTIFY  AND 
LOCATE  THESE  TWO  PERSONS.     IF  SUCCCSSFUL.  GUIDANCE  FOR  INTERVIEW  WILL 
BE  FORWARDED.    EXPEDITIOUS  ACTION  REQUESTED. 

X.         IFOR  USOAO  OTTAWA  -  IT  IS  REPORTED  THAT  AN  ADULT  OAUeHTjER  OF 

^w^rrvxc^      [RESIDES  IN  CANADA.    HER  MARRIED  NAME  IS  C  SHE 

IS  REPORTEDLY  MARRIED  TO  A  THAI  NATinNAL  AND  MAT  HAVE  ENTERED  CANADA 
IN  1980.    HER  MAIDEN  NAME  IS  M»H»tC- I    THROUGH  RCMP.  REQUEST  YOU 
ATTEMPT  TO  lOENTIFT  AND  LOCATl  THIS  PERSON.    EXPEDITIOUS  ACTION 
REOUESTEO. 

IT  i 


«?r  a».T(.)  M-ic(»  ..-j.tt) ...(.) 

MCN-81 357/01801     TOIt-8l357/l<>59Z     TAD-81357/1S«1Z  CDSN-MIA953 
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CENTER 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS6li9<i  3571<>57 


RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS( 
ROUTINE 
R  23U57Z  DEC  81 


FN  01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//0I-7C// 

TO     OSOAO  BAN6K0IC  TH//JCRC-LNO//  ^  J;^  V'  ^ 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  C I NCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

AMEHB  VIENTIANE  LA 

BT 

SUBJt    LAO  REFUGEE      ft^^JJ*-  I  (AKA:        4..<ce^  )  I 

"^'i'disregardSasking  establish!^  in  ref  a.  conus  located  LAO  source. 

AS  WELL  AS  information  RiCEIVED  FROM  ANEftB  VIENTIANE.  HAS  INDICATED 
PRFSENCC  of       *)*r*^*^  flN  LAOS. 

BT  ' 


I 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  ,  ^        ,  ,  (D,6,8,F) 

INFO     WMICU)  UB-2C(0  DIA(l) 

MCN-8 1 357/0 1798     TOR-8 1357/ 1*572     TAD-81 357/1 53 1Z  CDSN-HIA53'' 

'  55n5)z°6Ei  81 
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JOINT  CH?irt"!P!TA;(  lillllill  CENTER 


RTTCZYUW  RUflTBKA0286  3570537 
ROUTINE, 

R  230536Z  DEC  81 

FN  USDAO  BANGKOK  ^ 

TO     01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//0 1 -7C//  I  .  * 

INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  ,  "^'k 

SA?aSls?W«!ir^-''^«^-"'^'  StCST»TE  W«HOC//«/VUC// 

BT 

I  BANGKOK  60286 
eiTE:  I  3300  DEC  81. 

SUBJ:    LAD  REFUGEE      -b^-c*^  I  (AKA:     4»-<c*^  I 

/ 

REF:    A.    DIA/DI-7C.  MSG.  OTG  UI6I1IZ  DEC  81. 
B.    VI eIiTIAAE  126$.  DTG  1701452  DEC  81. 

1.  \    REf  A  REQUESTED  A  RECORDS  CHECK  TO  CONFIRM  OR 
DENY  SUBJECT  REFUGEE'S  CLAIM  TO  BE  THE  SON  OF  FORMER  LAO 

^^•^  .    REF  B  PROVIDED  INFO 

MHICH  DISPUTES  THIS  CLAIM. 

2.  I    A  CHECK  OF  REFUGEE  RECORDS  IN  BANGKOK  ALSO  FAILS 
TO  SUBSTANTIATE    v>      (CLAIMED  BACKGROUND.    THERE  IS  NO 
RECORD  OF  A      u^t^^  HAVING  COME  THROUGH  THE 
REFUGEE  STREAM. 

3.  1    WE  ALSO  NOTE  FROM         S^<coe^      .    I  REFUGEE 
PROCESSING  RECORDS  (FORWARDED  TO  Di-7r.  BY  LETTER  OF 
TRANSMITTAI  DATED  1'  SEPT.8I)  THAT  -s-^TmADE  NO  CLAIM  TO 
AN  AKA  OF       *><r^<««'  I.  AND  DEPICTED  A  FAMILY  TREE 
TOTALLY  AT  VARIANCE  WITH  THAT  WHICH  HE  NOW  CLAIMS. 


MCN-8 1357/00769      TOR-8I357/O6OOZ      TAD-81357/0600Z  CDSN-MIA012 
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AgL  CENTER 

RTTC2YUW  RUMJFSAI269  3510155  ■ 

RourmE  ^  --^  r'^ 

R  T70155Z  DEC  81 

FM  AMEWBASSY  ViENTIANE 

TO    .  PI  A  WASHOC//OJ -7C// 

INFO  USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC^LNO  COR  JCRC  BARfiERS  i>X  HI 

CINCPAC  410N0LULU  HI  SECSTATE  WASHDC  2283 

IVtiNTl  ANE  T269 

|:  RDS-3  12/16/87  (     ^■f^m.Hit  )  «R^P 
TAGS:  SREF,  LA                                   ,  / 

SUBJECT:  LAO  REFUGEE  MAKA:  s*.ro-c.  \) 

REF:  DIA  WASHDC  11»1725Z  DEC  8I 

^  V  /  .  ' 

7 .  ACCORD  I NG  Tn  LOCAL  LAO  SO^^ttt^  ^M5fllft^irrE0  Wl  TH^  1 

hs^ty^  "and  FAmtY.  V«r^<' l  is  ^TiLL  IN  RE- 

EOUCATtON  CAMP  NO.  5  (SAM  KEUA  PROVIRCE)  AND  WIFE  i^-y^w*^! 
IS  STILL  IN  VIENTIANE  AWAITING  ilUSBANfiiS  RELEASE. 

3.  FAMILY  BFPnBTFftLY  HAS  TEH  CHI tORENv  FOUR  SONS.  S4X  OAUGTHERS. 

OHi  SON     Mrryyv^     j  IS  IN  U.S.   (LDP*TlflN  IJNKNOWNj  AND 

ONE  MARR I  ETl  DAUGHTER  IS  iH  CANADA    ,    ijo^-y^  I .  TWO  CHI  LOREN 

A^nrv-«--    I  —  FEMAL  —  AND  A*-*^*-     I MArEi  ARE  In 
FRANCE.  OF  SONS  STILL  IN  LAOS  \^JfO^^^^  ,\MD     kj^^  ) 
NONE  HAS  NAME  RESEMBLING       ^.^^.e*.  |0R  «.^<tc^. 


{U.6.7.8.F) 
CJCS(3)   SJCS(l)  J3(5)   NIDS(l)  J3:NMCC(1) 
■    -  CDEF:  (1).  SECdEF(7)  USDP(I5J  ASp:PA(l)^ 
RSS(l)   SWS(l)   AT-X(l)  DIO(l) 
0B-5(1)  DIA(l) 


ACTION  DI-7C(1) 

INFO      CJCi:  (I 

JkW  J5(2)  SECDEF:(1)  SECOEF  (7)  USDP(I5) 
01-2(1)  Dl-5(1)  NMIC(l)  RSS(l)  SWS(l)  AT- 
OE  (1)   DB-2C(1)  DB-ltA(lI 


MCN=8 135 1/00 3'»0      TOR-8135I/OI58Z      TAD-8I35I/O22IZ  CDSN-MIA55'* 
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crrczYow  Miucskisi*  3482007 

2007Z  DEC  81 


JOINT  cH?ifi'<j?'ST*?f  mm  c6H™-f|^^> 


OtA  WASHINCT0M'0C//0J-7C//  - 

rd;    USDW  BANGKOK  W/'JCRCj^LNO/^^  fr 

MrO  CDR  JCRC  BAftBERS-'^PT 
AMEMB  VIENTIANE  lA 
SECSTATE  WASH  ^NGXOK  PC//EA/VLK// 

IT--  ■ 


CI  NCPACV  HONOLULU  :Ki//J2/;i3)a^ 


I  (AKA; 


UeJ:    LAOHEFUGEE  t)o^«^ 
Ef:    niAMSG0TGOV21O2ZSEP8l  ^ 
.         I  REf  A  REPORTS  DI-TCJNTFRVIEW  or  LAOfiEFUGEF 
MO  CLAIMS  TO  BE  THE  SON  6f  n>.w-c^ 

I    AS  YOU  KNOW.  DI-:7C  HAS  ATTEMPTED -TO  VERtf  Y 
ACKGROOND.    WE 'VE  RBCENTtY .«EARD  THAT  kJ.^^^ 
^.f,^*^  L  ANO  ONE  DAUGHTER  iNF  I)  HAVE  ENTERED  CONUS  AND 

\T  AN  UNKNOWN  L0CAT40N  iN  r"  " 
m/r$  YEARS  OLD.  V  BASED 

•EHALE'S  NAME  MAY  Bf 


5^-  rCLAl 


MfO; 

AN  UNKNOWN  L0CAT40N  IN  rFlORlDA.  ^  THE  DAUGHTER  IS  REPORTED  To'^BE?.' 

^  WQR  rlMFORMAT I  ON  PROVI  DED  BY  ^  \  THIS  i  -  ^  > 
E '  S  NAME  MAY  Bt  .^^XSmS^JNG'         AVA^  LABLE-  RE  CORDS  I ND  itkUSU 
)POB  OF  MANIVONG  TO  BE  Ji'DEC  33,  KH0N6SED0NE,  LAOS. 
U         I  REiyJEST  YOU  EXPf  DITWUSLY  EXAMINE  RECORDS  AVAI LABLE  TO  YOU  IN 
iH  ATltMPT  TO  VERIFY    <l>-^v^      rFMTRY  TO  CONUS.    PLEASE  PROVIDE 
AVAILABLE  BIOGRAPHICAL  DATA  ON.  ^"*k*k_-  f AND  DAUGHTER  TO  INCLUDE 
IPONSOR  AND  ADDRESS  IN  CONUS.     INFORM  US  AND  AMEMB  VIENTIANE  OF 
tESULTS  OF  INQUIRY. 

1 


ICTION  DI-7C(1) 

NFO     HFTTtTrrT)B-2C(l)  DIA(l) 


(D,6,8,F) 


MCN-8l3'»8/02U97      TOR-8l3'»8/2007Z      TAD-8l3'»8/2037Z  CDSN-MIA535 
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Menorandum  for  Record  24  Novenber  1981 

SUBJECT:        sow.fl.«u£-      |  CUIaed  Son  of  iJAv^iL       |  1 


1.  .  lOn  20  November  1981,  a  DI-7C  analyst,  contacted  N>^«r  '  |- 
<see  memorandum  dated  15  October  1981)  In  reference  to  our  conversatlonlon 

8  October  1981.      h>^^         J  was  asked  "Why  he  had  not  contacted  Dl^fC  with  ' 
Information  he  had  promised  to  get."   He  stated  he  did  not  want  to  talk  toonuch 
over  the  telephone,  "Because  certain  Laos  groups  ace  putting  pressuVe  on  met"  ^ 
Queried  further  about  which  group  and  how  did  they  know  he  was  contacted  by  DI-7C, 

wHyvjtT  I  stated  he  could  not  discuss  this  particular  matter  over  the 

telephone.    This  subject  was  not  pursued  any  further  by  the  DI-7C  analyst. 
However,     f^>Wie-  .agreed  to  an  Interview,  If  It  Is  deemed  necessary. 

2.  .  .  I  was  asked  If  he  thought  he  could  Identify  s*^oc. 

(,  AKA  Ifrom  photographs?   He  stated  he  felt  he  could 

Identify  1  from  photographs.    DI-7C  will  send  photographs  of    4>c-  i 
to  be  viewed  by  \.    DI-7C  will  wait  until  the  photographs  are 

received  from  »o/wyN*-        i before  pursuing  further. 


/ 
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DEFENSE  iNreLLIGENCE  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  MMI 


SUBJECT 


Response  to  Your  Request  Regarding  606100 


I  (Final) 


Following  are  resiilts  of  traces  conducted  In  conjunction  with  your  re'^tu'es^ 


for  NAME  TRACING: 

AGENCY  CODE 


FOR  THE  DIRECTOR: 


1  Enclosure 

Agency  52  Reply,  1  cy 


RESULTS 

MO  RECOBD 
REPLY  ENCLOSED 

J»0.,BEGpRD..^.-.^„,-.^ 

NO  RECORD 
NO  RECORD 
NO  RECOBD 
NO  RECORD 
NO  RECORD 


CHARLES  E.  BOLING 
Chief,  Defense  Source  Register 
Operations  Branch 
Human  Resources  Division 
Directorate  for  Collection 
Management 


f 
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JOINT  CHIEF  CENTER 
RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS726i|  3100003 
ROUtlNE 

R  060003Z  NOV  81 

Fn  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 

TO     USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO//         JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

BT 

I 

SUBJ:    U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS  \ 
<«EFS:    A.    DIA  nSG  DTG  Oli2102Z  SEP  81.  SUBJ:    SAME  AS  ABOVE 

B.    USDAO  BANGKOK  NSG  DTG  nOl»08Z  SEP  8l.  SUBJ:    SANE  AS  ABOVE 

1.  I  REFERENCE  A  PARAGRAPH  k,  REQUESTED  YOU  CONTACT    Ua^«  1 
ITO  VERIFY  i*^^o^  1  STORY,  PLUS  ATTENPT  TO 

IDENTIFY  AND  DEBRIEF  LAO  REFUGEE       il^.-»v*vc^  | 

2.  I  REFERENCE  B  PARAGRAPH  k,  STATE0."0URIN6  NEXT  i  1>^TA  I  TRIP 
WE  WILL  ATTENPT  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  BOTH       M«^>v^A^  |  AND 

3.  I  REQUEST  STATUS  OF  INTERVIEW. 
k.        I  REPORT  RESULTS  TO  DI-7C. 

'1 

BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(I)  (0.6.F) 
INFO     NNIC(I)  OIA(I) 


NCN-8l309/0<i998     TOR-8 1309/2 35 3Z     TAO-8131O/OO58Z  CDSN-NIA8OI 
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CENTER 


RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS5889  3032318 
ROUTINE.  . 
R  3023I8Z  OCT  81 

FH  OIA  WASHINCTON  DC//DI-7C// 

JO""  ^Mim  vfENTIANE  LA 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J3// 

SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA-VLK// 

BT 

SUBJ:    ALLEGED  U.S.  PWS  IN  LAOS.  .  i 

REF:      01 A  MSG  DT6  0721017  QCT  81.  SUBJ:  SAB 

1.  f>«t><c^  I  WAS  CONTACTED  BY  DI-7C  TO  CLARIFY  WHERE 
HIS  MOTHER  IS  RESIDING  IN  VIENTIANE.    HE  ADVISFD  ni-7r  THAT  HIS 
MOTHFR     i^^>**-    J  CURRENTLY  RESIDES  IN        D/VT>*y  1  REPEAT 

Divr>r  ^  fti^rt-r        r,  WHICH  IS  LOCATED  AT 

COORDINATES        &/vr^     L  IN  SOUTHERN  VIENTIANE. 

2.  ThOPE  this  INFORMATION  IS  OF  SOME  ASSISTANCE. 
\.        F  THIS  MESSAGE  HAS  BEEN  COORDINATED  WITH  STATE. 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  ,  ^        ^  ^  (D,6,7,F) 

INFO     HMltlfj'DB-2C(l)  DIA(1)  . 

MCN-8I303/OI1I139      TOR-81 303/23 18Z      TAD-81 303/2  32OZ  CDSN-Min20 
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30  October  1981 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:       df^uccc^        |  Claimed  Son  of  riAf*\/£. 

Reference:   Memorandum  For  Record  dated  29  October  1981,  subj:  Same 
as  above. 

1.  lOn  29  October  1981, k;»w«^~  t»  a  Lao  refugee  ' 
residing  In  the  CONUS,  and  an  Instructor  at  a  school  |was 
attending,  contacted  DI-7C  In  reference  to  the  Memorandum  for  Record 
dated  29  October  1981. 

2.  '  viAn^       I  Informed  DI-7C  that  I  was  contacted  on 
28  October  1981,  at  i>A'Trr 

D#^r>r  i  where  he  was  residing  prior 

to  his  travel  to  d^wl  |was  queried  about  the  residence  of 

his  mother  In  Vientiane.   He  advised     j^«%>^     tthat  hls  mother 

fL>A^^^  I  currently  resides  in  o^-rVSr  "  |,  which  Is  located 
in  southern  Vientiane.   Additionally,    v^wi^^    I  advised  DI-7C  that 

^    lean  be  contacted  at  the  above  address,  and  there  Is  not-' a 
telephone  at  his  residence.   Further,    •->'^vva^   .1  suggested  If  there 
was  any  need  to  comrninlcate  with    f»c^     I,  he  (   t^^k^r^    )  would 
be  willing  to  contact  I. 


60-642  -  93  -  25 
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Memorandum  for  Record  29  October  !i981 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee      5#^<«^        ]  Claimed  Son  of       iO*\vw*£.  /  " 

1.  j  During  the  DI-7C  debriefing  of      f>».,<c^  |,  a  Lao  refugee. 
In  reference  to  live  sighting  of  American   PWs  In  Luang  Prabang,  he'     ' " 
claimed  his  real  name  Is                      t      Is  the  son  of     fo&>^      '  ^ 

t^ii^r^  1,  and  tils  family  resided  In  the    2><»^-)^  |  area ,  or 

on      0/rr»r  \  In  Vientiane,  Laos. 

2.  I  On  28  October  1981.  P¥fi^  .  I.  a  Lao  refugee  residing 
In  the  CONUS.  and  an  Instructor  at  a  school  I  was  attending,  was 
contacted  to  Inquire  about      '•^     {whereabouts.    I  was  Informed  \ 
had  moved  out  of  the  apartment  where  he  was  residing  and  had  terminated  his 
school,  however.     rJ^n^      I  assured  me  he  would  continue  to  try  to  contact 

^     (through      \^     1  friends. 

3.  .  .1  In  the  event,      ^     l  is  located,    k>'^^>^     \  was  Instructed  to 
query  him  to  clarify  If  his  family  lived  In  the      ^  «^#f>4i  area ,  or 'on 

o&fyr        1  In  Vientiane.    Additionally,     iofr>^    i  was  Instructed 
to  try  to  obtain  an  address  and  a  telephone  number  where    &        lean  be 
reached.  In  the  event,     -^c^   i  had  to  be  contacted  by  DI-7C.     Ki<^v*<^  \' 
stated  he  would  try  to  obtain  the  Information  and  would  contact  me, 
regardless.  If     ^c-     lis  or  Is  not  located. 


767 


Memorandum  for  Record  15  October  1981 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee  \  Claimed  Son  of      M«4>«a^  I 


1.  .   I  During  the  DI-7C  debriefing  of        i^-^c^  \,  a  Uao  refuaee.1n 
reference  to  live  sighting  of  American  PUs  In  Luang  P)Abang,  he  clalmt^hu  . 
real  name  Is     m*%»>a^          land  that  he  Is  the  son  of  "   ^,v»Jt-  l^a 

PmTt  \1n  Laos. 

2.  I  On  8  October  1981 »  tJt^t^  l  a  Lao  refugee  residing 
In  the  CONUS,  and  an  acquaintance  of        t<>it>^  \  was  Interviewed 
telephoiilcally  by  a  DI-7C  analyst  pertaining  to  his  knowledge  of  Mr. 

iL>vHy«-^      [Siblings.      m»v>vx^      1  was  a  Oa-t^  Iwlth 

positions  as  an  D/viw  ^         ii/viw  | 

\,         i>fyTyr  1.  and     .    .  ' 

D/TP^      I  before  the  takeover  of  Laos  by  the  Pathet  Lao.  Mr. 
fwrrrv^  {stated  he  had  known     fOt^-yy-*-^   |  since  1958,  and  both  had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  the  Di^tv^  '|. 

In  1973  for  a  period  of  three  months. 

3.  1  Additionally,  loiryr^  1  stated  that  »^^tv»»-<^  1  was  arrested 
after  May  1975,  Inasmuch  as  he  last  saw  him  during  that  period  in  Laos.  Mr. 

f^»»»^lwas  told  by  the  Pathet  Lao  that' they  wanted  him  to  go  to  a  d*r^fi\ 
^/rr>ri1n  Laos  to  Instruct  a  class,  whereas,  upon  arrival  at  the    '"^'9^  V 
lU/tru^      I  was  arrested  and  Incarcerated  In  northern  Laos.      a/>vi^<^  I 
has  not  been  heard  from  since  May  1975. 

4.  tJ¥n^  I  could  not  provide  specific  information  about  the 
siblings  of  the    *^ifv/v>*-  1  family,  however,  he  stated  he  believed  there 
were  five  siblings.    He  stated  he  would  get  in  contact  with  his  mother  who 
is  in  the  United  States  to  query  her  in  reference  to  the    ^^h^^  t family, 
plus  the  post  office  box  number  where  1  lived  prior  to  his 
incarceration.      k>a-^,^  '         jassured  me  he  will  get  in  contact  once  this 
information  is  obtained. 
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DEFENSE  intelligence:  AGENCY 


ROUTINE  --  \  —  QCNSER  MESSAaE  18«2  CHAR/^CTERS  r  V^jc^ 

REFERENCE  PROM  DZA  WASHZNaTON  OC//DZ-7C//,  S8N  •«§  AT  0e  2ll2EZ'' 
ROUTZNG  A88ZQNEO  BY  MSSt  >  -        •  ..  '^i. 

A8PC  .      ■  ■      :  -.-'^ 

PRZNTER  A88ZQNEO  BY  MS8t 

CfIB  il), 
SUBJECT  A88ZQNED  BY  M8Si 

OZA.    DOS.    RUEKJCS,    SE  ASZA,  ,     ;  v-  ; 

OICTZONARYs    0«,    PROFILE:  -:  ^ 

•'8  289  316  S  1.7 
NMZC-AUTODZN  MSQ  NUMBERi 

9-862706 

COSN  -  N8S7  19         MCN  -  81279/8SS71  TOR  -  812782814 

EZBlt 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS  8908  2792022-  W-RUEKDZC 
ZNY  I  1  . 

EZ02: 
R  062022Z  OCT  81 

FM  DI A  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 
TO  RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 
INFO  RUHQBPA/JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HZ 
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI //J 2/ J S// 
RUFHC/SECSTATE   WASHOC  //EA-VLK// 

E284:  •  •       ■  .  • 

SUBJ:       ALLEGED  U.S.    POWS  IN  LAOS  I  7; 

EZ88: 

REF:        .AlCMBASSY  MSG  OTQ  888S47Z   SEP  91 

1.  ^      \  REFERENCED  MESSAGE   REQUESTED  ADDITIONAL    INFORMATION  ON 

1  IN   VIENTIANE.  , 

2.  I  DI-7C  IS  ATTEMPTING  TO  CONTACT  5*'<c^  I.  WHO 
CLAIMED  HIS  MOTHER  LIVED  CN             PiVrvi-                 V      ^^I'    A  FORMER 
RESIDENT  OF    VIENTIANE   HAS   STATED   THERE    IS   AN  AREA   IN  NORTHERN 
VIENTIANE   CALLED        I>  ^t-TK^         \    AND   THERE    IS   A   TEI«^LE    IN  THIS  AREA 
CALLED    ,    Om-r^  I 

S.  I  AS   SOON  AS  THIS  MATTER   IS  CLARIFIED   WITH     ^c^  I  DI-7C 

WILL   FORWARD   THE    INFORMATION  TO   YOUR  OFFICE. 

4.  \  THIS  MESSAGE  HAS  BEEN  COORDINATED  WITH  STATE. 

'    ■  ■  / 

EZ86: 

ACTION  DI-7C  (*>    DIA  («)  O.  6.  7,  8,  F> 

INFO       NMIC  (1)    Oa-2C  C ) 

TOTAL   COPIES  REQUIRED 

•  8989 
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mm  o«imfm  8iiri!if.cE«T£R 

'PTTCZYUW  «UEKJCST208  2802101 
PRIORITY 

P  07210TZ  OCT  81 

FM'DIA  WASHINGTON  0C//DI-7C// 

TO      AMEMB  VIEMT4ANE  LA  .  ' 

JNFO  CAR  JCRC  BARBERS  FT  HI  CINCPAC  HONOmU  4<|;//J2/J3// 

SECSTATE  WA$HiMGTON  OC//EA-VLK// 

■BT- 

^REFS 


&UBJi     AtttGED  U.S.  PWS  IN  LAOS  [ 

  A.    AMEMB  MSG  OATEO  O805l»7Z  SEP  81.  SUB  J  J     SAHE  AS  ABOVE- 

fl.     DIA  «SC  DT6  O62022Z  OCT  81,  StfB3:    SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

1.  .VREfERENCE  A  REQUESTtD  ADDITIONAL  I NFTORMATWN'^N      k>/t-m  I 
Im  VtEWTIANE.  I 

2.  1  REFERENCE  B  STATED  DI-TC  IS  ATTEMPTING  TO  CflNTACT    ^  c 
<£f 
;  I 

NORTHERN  VIENTIANE  CALLED  pKvrvv-  I"  THE  AREX.W  ><»-rvt-  1  WAS 
I NADVEmNTtY  LOCATED  IN  NORTHERN  VIENTIANE,  '-VHEREAS,  ^REFERENCE  6 
SHOULD, HAVE  READ  THERE  IS  AN  AREA  IN  SOUTHERN  VIENTIANE  REPEAT 
SOUTH  P«N  VIENTIANE  C  A  LIED  "  is^-rvT  "l 
V.        V  kEG5ET  INCONVENIENCt.    ^  ' 


I  WHO  CLAIMED  HIS  MOTHER  LIVED  ON       HfVTW  L  FY! 

A^tSf^t^  ^'^HS^t'I.OLy.'IP'l"*'  _HAS  ^TATED^THERjE  J^S- Alf v*REA  si 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  DIA(l)  (D,6,7.F) 
INFO      NHit  (1)  DB-2C(1) 


MCN-=8l280/036'«6      T0R=8l  280/2  lOlZ      TAD«8 1280/21 1 1Z  C0SN=MIA826 
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072101Z  OCT  81 
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joiMT  cH?iFt"sr'ST.?E  Rilisaf  center 


RTTCZYUW  RUMTBKA1191  2540406 
ROUTINE 

R  11040eZ  SEP  81 
FM  USDAO  BANGKOK 

10      DIA  WASHINGTON  0C//0I-7C// 

INFO  ifCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H1//J2/J3/J36// 
AMEieASSV  VIENTIANE 

BT 

1  BANGKOK  41191 

CITE:  3188  SEP  81 


REF:     0IA/0I-7C  MSG.   DTG  042102Z  SEP  81 

1.  i    REF  MFQ^AfiF  RFIATEO  A  REPORT   FROM  CONUS-LOCATED 

LAO  REFUGEE       6e,oCc-<_  [CONCERNING  THE  ALLEGED 

FIRST-HAND  SIGHTING  OF  6  U.S.    PWS   IN  LAOS   IN  1977. 
FOLLOWING  PROVIDES  INTERIM  RESPONSE  AND  SUMMARIZES  OUR 
REFUGEE  FILE  SEARCH  TO  DATE. 


7.  WAS  BORN      *t  ^.♦T'^  I 

AT  D^rv^  L     HE   IS  ETt«IC  THAI-04M  HE 

HAS  HAD  8  YEARS  EDUCATION.   FINISHING  IN  1973.      % «-  IlISTS 
HTR  FATHER  AS  M«Vv^  (45)   AND  HIS  »«3THF«>  »« 

-  >«40i.     nt  alSO  LISTS  A  SISTER  r^^v^r  | 

(25).   A  SI<;TER  (  pj^^m.      I(18».   A  BROTHER    ^a^^  1(9).  AND 
A  SISTER  16).      THET»E  ARE  NO  OTHER  SIBLINGS.  PHON'S 

FATHER  WAb   IN  btMINAR  AT   THE   TIME  OF    INTERVIEW   (1   NOV  TQ ) . 
HAVING  SERVED  AS  A  MECHANIC   IN  THE   ROYAL   LAO  ARMY.  { 
WORKED  AS  A  FARMER  FROM  1973  TO  1979  HELPING  HIS  MOTHER 
IN  THE    RICE   FIELDS.  .CLAIMED  NO  MILITARY. 

GOVERt««ENT.  OR  USA  ASSJx:i  AT  ION.     HE  ENTERED  THAILAND  ON 
4   JULY    1979.    ENTERED  NONG  tCHAI   CAMP  ON   18   JULY   79.  AND 
WAS  INTERVIEWED  BY  U.S.    INTERVIEWERS  ON  1   NOV  79.  AT 
THAT  TIME  HE  GAVE  NO  INDICATION  OF  PW/MIA  KNOWLEDGE.  HE 
w«c  A<:<;iGNEO       <e.    o^r*4-l  AND  DEPARTED  THAILAND  FOR 

,ON  26  AOUUbl  BO.     HIS  SPONSORING  AGENCY  WAS: 

3.  i  COMMENTS:  I  FILE   IS  AT  VARIANCE.    IN  SEVERAL 

INSTANCES.   WITH  HIS  RECENT  STATESIDE  CLAIMS  REPORTED  IN 
REF  I4ESSAGE.     HIS  FILE  DOES  NOT  LIST  A  BROTHER       .  NOR 
DOES   IT  MAKE  ALLOWANCE   FOR  ANOTHER  SIBLING  SINCE  A 
FILE  NOTATION  STATES   '5  SIBLINGS  TOTAL*.         ^  FILE 
INDICATES  HIS  ARRIVAL    IN  THAILAND  AS  4  JULY   79.    NOT    1978  AS 
REPORTED  IN  REF  MESSAGE.      END  COMMENTS. 

-  '     U.S.    REFUGEE  OFFICE   FILES   INDICATE  NO  ONE  NAMED 

t->f*T^^  |.   OR        ^t-^-^^ju^       r      (NOTE:      THIS  DOES  NOT 

PRECLUDE  EXISTENCE  Ut-    SUCH  A  PERSON.    BUT    INDICATES  NO  ONE 
BY  THIS  NAME  HAS  BEEN   INTERVIEWED  BY  U.S.  INTERVIEWERS.) 
DURING  NEXT  NONG  KHAI   TRIP  WE  WILL  ATTEMPT   TO  LOCATE  AND 
INTERVIEW  BOTH      g^.,,^.^  AND  ^y^-^Ji^ 

5.  BY  SEPARATE  LETTER.   WE  ARE  FORWARDING 

COPIES  OF  DOCUMENTS  FROM     < REFUGEE  PROCESS INQ.F I LE-  TO 

DI-7C  I  INFO  TO  JCRC  HO).      intbt  COPIES  ARE  REPRODUCED 

FROM  MICROFISCHC  PHOTOS  AND  ARE  OF  poOR  DUALITY.  BUT 

READABLE . 

BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1 )  OIA( 1  )  (U.6.7.8.F) 
INFO      CJCS:(1)  CJCS(3)  SJCS( 1 )  J3(S)  NIDS(  1  I  J3:M4CC(1) 

J4(:a)  JS(2)   SECDEF:(1I  SECDEF(7I  USDPdS)  ASD:PA(l) 
DI-2( 1 )  DI-5(l)  ►•lICCi »  RSS(I)  RSS-3B(1»  SWS( 1 ) 
Aid  J  AaT-X(  1  )  DIOd)  DE(1»  DB-2(  1  )  D6-2C(  1) 
DB-4A( 1 ) 


HCN-8l25'i/00823      TOR-8l25'«/0«i53Z      TAD-8l25«i/0515Z  COSN-MIA565 

PAGE  1  OF  1 
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*TU5c  ^Ai-i  3-  1(2.  Aju?>«5.  A^^'^^^^^^^ 
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1/ 


s/s  # 


"DECEIVED  ~r 
'2  SEP  m     09  15 

—  U-J 


MESSAGE  WO.  vnyruNR  nw>2  cuxssipicatiqn 
FROM:  fr'^'*'>H»f      I  itit/ic/gi  


22IIB2  . 


.No. 

a««6  MS 


1^1 


(Officer  tmn9l  (Office  symboO        •  (Extension}  (ffocfrti 

MESSAGE  ngSCRIPTTQN      VtRWr-tANR  Om2  -  SUBJHCT:  ALIJGBn  POW'ii  IN  U(IS 


TO;  (Agency) 

nTAihT=TB 


DE LIVER  TO; 


Exiensiofi 

OATH 


RpornNo. 


fOR:  CLEARANCE  |  |  INFORMATION  [""1  PER  REQUEST  Q  COMMENT [1]  * 
REMARKS:      P»t  DIA  <ctlon  p«;r  par*  ».  


S/S  Officer: 
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ACTION  JNBjQ=jt£ 

iHtO    OCT-91  AOS-eC 


i  ft'jHIlt  IHi'lH  iff 


CCO-*»  /VIC 

.   S«  4*3*      P».PI.  I  I  7 


>|l  MMATZ   Sl^  at 

AUIMBASSV  VlfNIlANt 
f  O  SI  eSl  At  K   «*SHDC   I  tf  .•  !> 

I  VICNTIANK  et47 


ItLtbtlAM 


FILE 


I  Ro^-«  c»  e»>  ft  ^/in-'-yj'T 

tVtitCT:  ALkfCkO  I.  t  *'l>o!  S  IN  LAOS 
I.  1  -  CtniftC  TCKT 


».      09IICCT    CON'ACI    WITM  I  or*;    RCSTOCNTS  CAN  fNTAII  CI«TMN 

msKS  roR  0OTH  rMRASS^  c«F;crn  and  cmp'S5.v  local  fUPiotsv 
rnnrrpurn.   r««t  wr  arf  wn:  :ng  io  oivt  n  a  ih>  an  i»tai. 

MAITtR. 


J.      aEFCmC    Wt  CAN  INtttATr  rOMTACT 

Monc  )NFQRMAtic)K  ON  D/rrKT 

A  CROSS- SECTION  or  I  AO  ACO-.««  I  NT  ANCE  f  AND  LOCAt  CM 
CM^LOVICS    AND  KC  ONC    CMt  IDfNTirv    ANY   <1«jCh  S'iRtr'! 

MA»s  DO  ►fOT  List  A       Ufvryy  1  POff^inir  tm»i 

IMIS  IS  AN   INTUNMAL    NAMT  UStO  BV    Nt  I  GHaORMOOl^  Hf 
FOR  A  STRVCT   wICm  MA<;    a  ri**  enCN'T    rORMAL  NAI^. 

NCOUeSV  OIA  CMfcO  ITS  MAPS  AND.  OR  RFCONTACT  «UOJrCT 
TO  ASCCRTA2K  RRCCISC    LOCATION  OF  Cv^T^  '  ' 

VltNIIANt. 


OJK  VJCMllANf. 
OCNIl- 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


OUTGOING 


tin 


tjit  aiuucnK 

DC//OI-;C//.    ttU  ««(•  AT  W  tIflZ  SCMl 


race  fi 

IWTIIK  1 
ICrEKNa  FlOfl  ou 

RwriM  usiuiEO  ir  nss: 
MM  WW.  Asrc 

niimR  ttsicwo  it  nss: 
M»(i>.  ofitm, 

SWJCCT  miCICD  IT  nss: 

Ml.  MEF,  VEIN.,  FRMNt.  CMAB*.  KFWCE, 

MEKJCt,  U  MIA.  POIANO  TF, 
OICTIOMITi  6*,  PMFIIE: 

ti  13?  IM  »•  1»  ni  111  117  Ml  7» 

mic-AnToeii  rm  mmtR: 
t-nii» 

eon  >  inn«3    km  >  uuimtn    m  >  iii47im 
tin: 

•TTtinW  WKRJCS  «4M  I47tlR-  |-HHKUIC. 

m  I 

EZR: 

R  M2IRI  Ur  •! 

FH  IIA  UASIIMTMi  K//0I-7C// 

TO  RMim/MMO  UMROR  TI//JCtC-lM// 

RVMrS/MCIBASST  VIEITIAK  lA 

IVe  RMNMA/CIHCfAC  •flMM.M  RI//J2/JJ// 

mmmn/m  jctc  krrer<  pt  ri 

•T 

I    SECTIM  •!  or  R 

CZR: 
CZM: 

MM:  rvt  aiECCRT  RCTAIREt  IN  lAM  \ 

am: 

1.        IRECERTIT,  A  CWPS  lOCATE*  lAO  RtFWa.  ^  RM 

REPORK*  TRE  ORKI«ATIO>  OF  tU  W  R.t.  PIS  IR  A  REIfRTIOi  FAClim 
KAR  MOM  RIM.  lAOS.  RORIM  tWRKR  1*77.    RE  MAIM  TO  RARE  ROR 

ictmma  or  tiis  trip  it  amtih  im  rcfocce    o       |,  mo 

MRRCRnV  RESIRCS  AT  ROM  MAI  ISFOCU  CtMTU.    ACCOHIM  TO  \ 
iJ  |AIM  SAU  TU«  SIX  CAOCASIAR  PRISORERS.    AFTER  MRIM  HIS  RROEI- 
MTin.  S  «.  |aH  A/  lERTEICO  MM  MAI  TRCtTRtt  II  1071.    TRn  TMI 
RCCMK  ASSOeiATCO  «ITR  lAO  ItOISTAMt  ACTIVin        M'^m^  |. 

[aAlK  TO  UIX  REPORTER  TIIS  IffOCMTIM  TO  |lM  TO 

TRU  RA«I  OECOK  IRWIOU  VITR   ^     ||R  RESISTAKt  ACTIfin.  \ 
aAlBS  TO  RARE  PROVIOCO  TRE  SICMTORtS  «  SEOERAl  RIM  RAMIM  PATMT 
lAO  Off  ICIilS  TO  fACHITATC  TRE  FOROEIT  Of  ROCRUTt.     »«_|aAIM  TO 
■AW  RTCR  PROVIRCO  TlftE  ROCWEITS  IT  A  fCMlE  RVO  COaTRCT  II  TRE 
1PM  IIIIOTRT  Of  PtRMIM.    AMITIOMLIT.    S  v-laAIM  TO  IMC  PM- 
flRCO  A  lARCC  -APPOIRTinr  OOM  TO  t    TM  MOI.  MIM  K 

ttAIKO  TO  RAK  RCC(l«t»  fRM  TRE  OAK  fCMtf.  COnAIKO  TRE  OATCI 
AM  PtACK  or  KCTIKS  Of  WMIOM  IPM  OFFICIAlt.  ^c-  laAIKt  TUT 

M     IpROVIKO  TOE  OOM  TO  TUI  CrriCIAlt  MO  COPICO  TK  MM*  AM 
RETIME*  IT  TO   (O  .  MO  KTMHEP  IT  f'U  

U--TIM. 
KIMMO  II  TO  TRE  FEME. 

r        ,  If  MT  C:  RACUCOMR.  »<-iAMItCS  TIAT  TK  MM  | 
5c.  I  IS  A  MC  TMT  RC  ASMRU  MU  R(  EITEKO  MM  RUI.    K  AWISn 
TUT  K  'AROPnr  TRE  FMIIT  Of        |J  jOECMS  K  FEIT  TRI< 

MHO  rWUITAIE  RIS  RCIOUTIM  TO  A  TRIM  COOMRf.    RI  aAlM  QAT 
K  MS  ARIC  TO  PASS  IRROOCI  IMIMATIM  NITIMT  KIEAtIM  IIS  mMr. 
IKITITT.    «  aiim  MW  HAT  IIS  ACTWH  MM  IS  ^ 
AM  TIAT  K  IS  TK  SM  OP  Ct^^rTK  | 

fTiJI  I    M  AOflSCe  TMT  III  MTKR    M^VmIU|  KSIOCS  MRRCITIT 
M  lA  MM  STREET  IR  fICITIAM  AM  TUT  ll<  FATMR  RAS  RCCR  II 
KCNCATIM  SIME  107}  VIRST  AT  flEM  Ul  AM  Mtf  AT  ATTOPEH.  TM 
OlOCR  RMIRUS  RCSlOE  IR  FRAKf  lAMHSSES  MRMMI  AM  OK  Sltni 
RtSIKS  IR  CMAM  lAOMESS  OMMMt.    OK  MOTHR  AM  TM  SISTCM 
KSIRC  IR  flEIIIAH  WIIR  RIS  MTKR.    K  KSMIKS 
AS  A  TAlt  IIWT  niRMO  IM  MTR  A  OCTECT  Of  IK  ICfT  CIS 
AM  A  nOOHO  lOWl  JAM  ITK  lESSlT  Of  M  MTO  ACCIKITI.  AAt.,«_| 
IS  APPMUMTEIV  OS/ta  TIAIS  Oil  MV.    K  IMIMTEI  TUT  Mil  lit 
MTKI  AM  fATKR  KM  ROM  II  SMTKM  lAM  AM  TUT  IIS  PATKR't 


PMERTS  UIOSE  RAIKS  RE  CARMT  RCCMll  lAST  KtlREI  IR  ^*t^  HCtf  ' 
K  VISITED  TIER,  II  1174 

J.  \aCC0RDII«  TO  A  SOWCt  AVAIIAME  TO  OI-TC,  MO  It  KRT 
FMIIIAA  WITH  TIE    ^^/^^\fU\ai,  TIC  PITSICAl  KSCRIPTIN  Of 

A-W-i,  AS  PROVIOCe  OY  [  IS  ACCMA:!.  NKVU.  ACCOMIM  TO 
TK  0I-7C  SOIKE,    fJ       \  IS  APPROXINATEir  SI  TEARS  Hi.  FMTKR, 

^it^  iwS  MM  IR    g^T^  I  AM  RIS  ftum*  KIC  -KtlOlM  IR 

||R  1174.    AMITIORAlir.  TRIt  SOMtt  MVISEi.TIAT      Ai  j 
lAH  VISITED  THE  «.S.  IR  1S74  AM  IAS  AUIMfTlO  TRE     £>  AA«  \ 
||R  VIERT>AK  AS  lATE  AS  UTS.    IVORIWTIM  AT  CIA  IMICAHt 
TUT  \  It  tl  TEARS  010  AM  TRAT  H  HAS  MM  II  £>/ff3A 

AMITIOMLIT.  DI-7C  IAS  IKniFIEI  A  COMS  lOCATEl  FOHO  IM  POlItt 
COIOKI  WO  ttAIRS  FAnillAIITT  HITI  Aj       l(M  VMIOM  FMIIT 
KMCRS.    TRIt  MR  Will  K  CMTACTED  DNIM  KK  Of  0  tCPT  AM  IHTCR 
VIEW  SRUIO  SHO  FVRTKR  IRSICRT  M  ^       IttAIKO  FAHIIT  RH.ATIOI- 

nip. 

4.  t  FM  iCRC.  IMMM-REOKST  TOV  Hi.ll  COITACT  M  | 
AT  MM  MAI.    KOKST  TOO  KTEMIK  FtOH  |0  |: 

A.        I  IF  ^e^'EVER  PROVIKD  III  WITI  PWIIA  IKORMTIM 
KIATIM  TO  TK  OOSU<ATIM  OF  SIX  CAWASIM  PRISOMRt  AT  MOM  MM 
II  W77. 

1.  I  IF  »c|EKI  PRWIKI  ART  TTPC  OF  REtltTAKI  tWPOr  'TO 
.  I  PARTieiLAI  EiriASIt  SMKO  H  PtACCO  M  AM  OOOHEin  PM- 
VIRU  IT  «,c^TO  Ki  [ 

miTIOMllT.  KOKST  TM  ATTEMT  TO  lOCQIFT  «•  RORIEF  IM  RCFMa 

foftyu^  ^    «»c^|iNNicuTiM  FiiEs  aMKO  ASSIST  IR  imriniK 

tolls  )<.|aAIKr  K/ltt  A  IMTKI.    K  MM  OaT  TUT  K  KSIKS  II 
TK  *K«  MIIIIM*  AT  MM  HUI  RETOtEE  COTn  IM  TMT  K  IS  A 
ROKI  Of  TK  IM  'TUIHUir  ETMIC  IIMIITT.    AMITIOMLIT,    (J  I 
MT  K  Of  AttltlAKt  II  lOUTIM  Ki^AS  M|KrOITIIlT  WRKI  — 
M   I.  MMMIM  TO  IF  TM  AH  ARIE  TO  DCHICF  ■ 

TM.  AS  CCKRAl  MIRAKC.  FOCM  M  TK  FOLIOWIM  ItSKt: 

A.       I  010  K  TUVEl  TO  MOM  MM  WinSe.  jlH  • 

R.       \  RM  010  TKT  TRAKl  TO  MOM  MMT    (»  a^OAIM  II  til 

e,  I  FRM  WAT  cm  110  TKT  RCPART  FRM  FM  MMI  RMI* 
(SUttAIM  VIOTIAK). 

0.    I  I  010  TKT  KE  liT  CMCASIM  PRISOKU  AT  MOM  RMRT 
«^aAIM  SIX  URCASIM  PIISOKRS  A:  A  KTUIIM  FKIlfTT  EAn  Of 
MOM  MM  APPtMIMTELT  II  lllOKTCISi. 

C.        '.Ill  tOKIOOT  TEll  IKM  IK  CAKASMM  NME  AKHOMT 
•>c|tUII»  A  Pt  KMtl  If  TK  tlx  THa  CMMW. 

f.  I  A  KTAIIEO  KtttlPTIM  ir  TK  KTOTIM  riCailV  *^ 

'  CUIM  THU  PUIKTtl  FtMl .  VITI  A  MHTAII  MO  A  tMll  IIH  €«• 
TAIKO  TKAiI.  TH  CMCASIM  PIISMEIS  idC'Rak  II  *  OK  AT  TK 
UK  K  TK  MMTAII  AM  KK  WLRIM  TRMM  TK  lAM  MM  OHOKM. 

or  MT  OTKR  WTKSKt  TO  TRIt  tIMTIM 
^  J  CUIM  TM  OTHU-OK  OH  II  CIMM 
OK  1 1  VIM  IR  A  VIUAK  OOTSIK  OF  MM  a 


«.  jlFKf|IS, 
MO  AK  MV  MT  or  l« 


OMUHfPAMTf  COHt.  ««r«ST  TM  PMVIK  COPIES  OF  ALL  IMIOMTIM 
OOCMEITS  AMHAKt   A<  AMIIIOMllI,  MOKST  TM  OHSIIM 


ifM  AKMASn  VIEITIA  !,  lAH-ir  COMITIOM  POMt 


ACTIM  Oi-TCM  OUm 

iMo   MPi  MM  csm  Micai  M-Km 


i.«.T^n 


TOTAL  CMICS  KMIKl 
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3  August  1981 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee  t>o'>J^ 


'_  .1  On  31  Jul  81,  Mrs.  P.  Naughton,  VOA,  advised  essentially  as  follows^ 

She  had  spoken  with  her  mother,  with  whom  she  resides,' concerning 
the  whereabouts  of      t^i^t^^         I  during  the  1973-1975  period. 
Mrs.  Naughton 's  mother  fled  Laos  to  CONUS  In  1975.    Mrs.  Naughton 's 
mother  stated  that  tissued  her  Immigration  documents 

In  Vientiane,  Laos,  In  1975.   Mrs.  Naughton' s  mother  also  verified 
that  n^rtw^  I  was  born  In     ^myr    land  that  his  parents  are  also  from 
the     6>^r^     I  area. 


t 
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'3  August  1981 

HENORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee       se^s«^  I 

.  J  In  regard  to      ^^ftvjt^        x  CIA  (biographies)  holds  the 
following  Information:  _ 

In  1973  -  I  had  a  wife  (   fj^v,^-  DPOB     C>/vM  l«t 

Four  sons  and  five  daughters. 

The  DPOB  of       0»vTvr        lis  ^r^-T^^  i. 

In  Sept  78  -  Ui«-.^lwas  reported  to  be  In  life  long  detention 
at  Houa  Phon  Province. 

I  was  a  D/vrYV.  Iwlth  positions  I  . 

.    .  \,   There  was 

no  mention  In  the  file  concerning  duties  «r1th  the  Royal  Family. 
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^   1  — 

PROJECT  ASSIGNMENT  INSTRUCTIONS 


3  Aug  81              Alleged  Detention  Facility  in  northern  Laos 

PROBLEM 

To  conduct  a  20  km  radial  search  around  the  village  of  Muong  Khoua. 

DATE  IN 

3  Aug  81 

DUE  DATE 

12  Aug  81 

"•"Wthe  director  . 

ORIGINATOR 

DI-7C 

CONTACT 

P.  J.  Hurt 

TrfyW"" 

BRANCH  ASSICNUENT 

RECEIVINC  OFFICE 

DUE  DATE 

ACTION 

/ 

SUPPORT 

SUPPORT 

SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  REMARKS: 


A  recent  source  has  reported  the  observation  in  nrid-1977  of  six  Caucasian  prisoners 
at  a  detention  facility  located  adjacent  to  Muo.ig  Khoua,  Laos  (21  05N  10231E).  The 
detention  facility  is  reportedly  directly  adjacent  to  a  dirt  surfaced  road  east  of 
Muong  Khoua.   The  facility  is  ringed  by  three  types  of  perimeter  fencing  (wire  and 
wood).    Found  within  the  compound  is  a  small  lake  and  a  high  mountain,  at  the  base  of 
which  is  a  large  cave.   The  Caucasian  prisoners  are  reportedly  detained  in  the  cave. 
If  such  a  facility  is  located,  request  you  provide  £>*rryr  \ 

li/rr^  ,  if  possible. 


DIA  Form  193  (4.«3) 
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s    20  July  1981 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 
SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee  5c 

AKA:  '  ; 


On  17  July  1981,  Mrs.     A/  .      i  a  native  Lao,  contacted* 
Vorasarn  by  telephone  In       o^r?^        \  on  behalf  of  DI-7C. 
advised  essentially  as  follows: 

He  was  bom  In  Vientiane,  Laos  on   so       )  He  was  never  In  the  Lao 
military  and  had  no  official  contact  with  the  US6  prior  to  1975.  After 
the  fall  of  the  government  in  1975,  he  secured  a  job  with  the  Pathet  Lao 
government  to  deliver  commodities  to  Pathet  Lao  forces  in  the  field.  In 
April,  1980,  he  and  several  others  traveled  by  truck  to  northern  Luang 
Prabang  province  to  deliver  supplies  to  an  unidentified  Pathet  Lao 
unit.   While  at  the  unit's  location,  he  observed  six  Caucasian  males. 
He  asked  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  who  the  whiTe  people  were  and  was  told 
that  they  were  American  prisoners.    The  Pathet  Lao  soldier  told  him    -  . 
that  50  Americans  were  held  there,  but  he  saw  only  six.   He  was  able 
to  observe  these  six  Caucasians  for  approximately  15  minutes  from  an 
approximate  distance  of  15  yards. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
Air  Force  Office  of  Special  Investigations  District  U  (AFOSl) 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Washington,  DC  20331 


REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN:  AFOSI  DIST  4  DATE:  29  Jul  81 

REFERENCE:  INITIAL  REPORT  File  NO:  8104D479-1 

STATUS:  CLOSED  PERIOD:  28-29  Jul  81 

REPARED  BY:  SA  GERALD  W.  CRAIG 

TITLE:         -St-  ,  AKA:   S"^  ,  Male  Born:  unk.  1956,  Laos,  Civilian  Alien 

SSAN:  Unk 


DISTRIBUTION: 
HQ  AFOSI/CVPG 

(DIA  -  Info  -  2) 
File 


^  i^idcpcw^  

FRED  N.  HOPEWELlI  Colonel,  USAF 
Commander 


780 


81040479-1 
OETAILS: 

1.  This  report  was  Initiated  by  the  Coomander,  AFOSI  01 strict  4,  Andrews  AFB 
(AAFB),  HO,  based  on  a  request  for  polygraph  examination  of  SUBJECT  from  the 
Oefense  Intelligence  Agency  (OIA)  Washington,  OC.  That  request  was  approvedl 
by  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG  on  20  Jul  81. 

2.  On  28  Jul  ai»  Mr.  PATRICK  HIRT,  OIA,  advised  essentially  as  follows: 

SUBJECT  was  a  Laotian,  but  OIA  had  very  little  knowledge  of  his  background. 
SUBJECT  spoke  no  English.  OIA  Information  Indicated  that  SUBJEQ  may  have  seen 
American  prisoners  In  Laos  as  recently  as  1977.  OIA  desired  a  polygraph  exam- 
ination of  SUBJECT  In  an  effort  to  verify  or  discount  his  reported  sighting. 

3.  On  28,  29  Jul  81,  SUBJECT  was  administered  polygraph  examinations  at  AAFB 
by  the  writer  and  SA  BRUCE  A.  THOMSON,  000  Certified  Polygraph  Examiners. 
HIRT  and  a  OIA  translator  were  present  during  the  examinations,  and  SUBJECT 
executed  a  Statement  of  Consent  to  polygraph  examination  voluntarily.  On- 29 
Jul  81,  SA  WESLEY  R.  PEARCE«  000  Certified  Polygraph  Examiner,  was  present 
during  part  of  the  examination. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
I,  with  SUBJECT'S  respective  answers: 

1.  Did  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoa?  Yes. 

2.  Old  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoa  In  1977?  Yes. 

3.  Old  that  Pathet  Lao  tell  you  those  six  white  prisoners .were  Americans? 

Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  the  above  test.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  insufficient  responses  were  present,  andL 
the  test  had  to  be  deemed  inconclusive.  It  should  be  noted  that  considerable 
difficulty  was  encountered  in  getting  SUBJECT  to  talk  freely  about  his  back- 
ground to  facilitate  control  question  formulation. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
II  on  29  Jul  81,  with  his  respective  answers: 

*  1.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  sqeing  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa?  Yes. 

^>   2.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  seeing  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa  in  Mid-1977?  Yes. 

A  3.  Did  that  truck  guard  tell  you  those  prisoners  were  Americans?  Yes. 

4.  Did  you  yourself  speak  to  those  white  prisoners?  No. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  Test  Series  II,  it  was 
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81040479-1 

the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  questions  1  and  3  did 
not  Indicate  deception,  questions  2  and  4  rendered  Inconclusive  results.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  only  difference  between  questions  1  and  2  was  the 
addition  of  the  words  "In  M1d-1977"  to  question  2.  SUBJECT  had  been  carefuVIy 
Interviewed  regarding  the  date  of  the  alleged  sighting  and  It  was  possible 
that  he  had  become  over  sensitized  by  that  date. 

After  Initially  balking,  SUBJECT  agreed  to  undergo  an  additional  test  re- 
garding his  Identity  and  background.  The  following  are  the  relevant  questions 
asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series  III,  with  his  respective  answers: 

\   1.  Is  your  name       S*^  :  Yes. 

^   2.  Is  your  father's  name  I       sdf  Yes. 

3.  Was  your  father  a  3/>.  J  Yes. 

K  4.  Did  you  perform  resistance  activities  for      a/  Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  Test  Series  IDi  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  questions  2  and  4 
did  not  indicate  deception.  No  opinion  could  be  rendered  regarding  questions 
1  and  3  as  the  responses  were  Inconclusive.  It  should  again  be  noted  that 
SUBJECT  underwent  lengthy  Interview  regarding  his  name  and  Identity  and  may 
have  become  sensitized  to  that  Issue.  Also,  SUBJECT  balked  at  undergoing  poly- 
graph examination  regarding  his  background,  and  thus.  Test  Series  III  was  not 
administered  under  Ideal  conditions.  However,  the  needs  of  the  DIA  Investi- 
gation warranted  the  administration  of  that  final  Test  Series. 

All  data  pertaining  to  this  examination  is  on  file  at  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG, 
Boiling  AFB,  DC. 

STATUS:  Closed 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
AIR  FORCE  OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS  DISTRICT  4  (AFOSI) 
Andrews  AFB,  Washington,  DC  20331 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN:    AFOSI  Dlst  4 
REFERENCE:    Initial  Report 
STATUS:  Closed 

PREPARED  BY:  SA  WESLEY  R.  PEARCE/llr 

TITLE:        ^o-cot,  |,  AKA:        i,oo  <ic*^ 

Allen,  SSAN:  Unk,  \ 


DATE:   2  2  NOV  1982   ^  ^ 

FILE  NO:  S20UlA79-li\^p..jiA€-^> 

PERIOD:    17  Nov  82  ^V:^^^??^^ 

i,  Male  Born:    iO  {,         ^  Civilian 


DISTRIBUTION: 

DIA  (D1-E2)  (Action) 


HQ  AF05t/IV5^  2 
File  1 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 

GERALD  W.  CRAIG,  SA 

Chief,  Capitol  Polygraph  Region 
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memorandum 


pNlTED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


T«.  27  October  1982 


S.DC 


C-11783/DI-E2 


r.  Pir/NZA  Daily  Report 


The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PW/MIA  activities: 
-  Interview  of  Lao  Refugee 

*  FBIS  has  agreed  to  allow  their  Lao  language  translator  to 
participate  in  a  series  of^  interviews  with  Lao  refugees 
residing  in  CONDS  who  report  PW/MIA  information.    A  DI-B2 
analyst  will  also  participate  in  these  interviews. 

*  The  FBIS  translator  has  been  used  in  the  past  by  the  PW/MIA    • -  | 
Branch  and  has  proven  to  be  of  great  value. 

*  One  of  the  first  cases  for  which  he  will  be  used  will  be  the 
*  *  debriefing  of  a  Lao  refucfee  residing  in      5c..  04m  1 

|.    The  refugee  reportedly  ^observed  six  Caucasian 
prisoners  in  northeastern -Laos  in  iaid-1977.    He  was  told  that 
-  the  prisoners  were  Americans.    A  preliminary  polygraph 
examination  indicated  that  this  refugee  was  accurately 
reporting  some  information  and  deceptive  on  other. 

*  A  series  of  in-depth  interviews  and  polygraph  examinations 
of  the  refugee  will  take  place  in  the  near  future. 


cc: 


DD 


« 


OrriONAI.  FOMM  MO.  !• 

(ncv  •■Ml 
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Memorandum  for  Record  20  October  1982  . 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee       5ou<;<'(r  I  (AKA:  6(»><c-<-'  I)   {  )  _ 

1.  I  In  July  1981,  DIA  interviewed  and  polygraphed  a  Lao  refugee, 
6eo<Lc^  I  who  claimed  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners 

in  northern  Luang  Prabang  Province  in  mid-1977  while  delivering  -. 
supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.    The  refugee  reported  that  a- * v 
Pathet  Lao  soldier  told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PHs' detained 
in  that  area  and  that  the  six  white  persons  were  U.S.  prisoners. 
Based  on  subsequent  information,  DIA  has  been  trying  to  locate  1 
I  for  an  additional  interview  and  polygraph  examination. 

2.  I  On  12  October  1982,  the  undersigned  contacted      ui^<r         |  A; 

I,  a  Lao  refugee  residing  in  CONUS,  and  an  instructor 
at  tffi^Tvt  t  where       i>o>k^  \  previously  attended.' 

AJt^mf     I  was  contacted  concerning    s<»"co«^  {whereabouts. 

3.  I    AJ»<tv*it     I  stated  that  ihad  departed      o^t^  _    1  seeking.;, 
employment  in       u»tr>r            I.    According  to    aJa»v,<_  jhad  * 
returned  to      p^tm        I        a  short  period  of  time,  but  had  since 
departed  for         Q^rryr           |.    This  information  was  passed  to  | 
by  another  individual  named                    AV#^t_           [      tjAv^e^  \ 
stated     loAvn*^      \is  an  English  student  at             Ofirrw  \, 
and  an  acquaintance  of             I    It  was  suggested  by  the  undersigned,' 
to    r>J»w*tc_  I,  to  have    ^yvrvvt--      Icontact  this  office.    The  above  was 
suggested  because  DI-E2  had  made  several  calls  to      M<V<V\[^  {concerning  . 

tfi^      \  whereabouts  but  had  not  received  any  feedback  from    k>^^^  1. 
It  was  felt  that  since      tJ^^rv^u^    |  was  an  acquaintance  of     t>c-   w  he 
may  be  able  to  provide  an  address  for  1  in         D^-rrr  \, 

4.  I  On  13  October  1982,     U'T-^  \  telephoned  this  office  and  provided 
a  telephone  number  of        c>.'}^rv=»-  1  where  ^  could  be 
contacted. 

5.  I  After  the  above  information  was  received,  the  undersigned 
telephoned  MS         A//9^<-^    ,  an  employee  at  A^^rn-  ,  and  a 
former  Lao  resident,  requesting  she  contact     *,c-     [on  behalf  of  DI-E2. 

6.  On  13  October  1982,  MS.  a/^^C~  telephoned  the  undersigned, 
and  stated  she  had  contacted  <jt^  .  She  advised  that  i 
is  now  residing  at  the  following  address: 


It  was  further  stated  that  i  had  agreed  to  return  to 

Washington,  D.C.  for  additional  interviewing  concerning  his  reporting 
of  seeing  live  Americans  in  Laos.    His  return  to  Washington,  according 
to  MS.      Kf        ,  would  be  based  on  his  employment  situation.  ^ 
stated  he  is  willing  to  travel  to  Washington  as  long  as  he  is  unemployed, 
however,  once  he  is  employed,  he  will  be  reluctant  to  travel  here,  due  - 
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to  his  aarital  status  and  for  fear  of  being  discharged  froai  his  job 
during  his  absence.    It  was  stated  that  he  is  now  Married  and  his 
wife  is  three  aonths  pregnant,  which  will  sake  it  difficult  to,  Xeavei-' 
his  job  once  he  is  employed.    Additionally,  I  agreed  to  a 

polygraph  examination. 

7.         1  Reconend         6^  I  be  reinter viewed  concerning  his 

claim  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Luang 
Prabang  Province  in  mid-1977.    Suggest  this  interview  be  conducted 
as  soon  as  possible,  before    <&c-    fdecides  to  depart      D^^tv)  |, 
\.    Additionally,  it  will  be  feasible  to  utilise  MS.  \ 
V  ;service  as  the  interpreter  due  to  her  familiarization 

with  this  case  and  her  Lao/English  language  capability. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  KCSSAGE  CENTER 

RTTUZYUW  RUNTBKA 1 605  260 1 1 1 0 
ROUTINE 

R  1711092  SEP  82 

FM  USOAO  BANGKOK 

TO     01 A  WASHINGTON  0C//0 I -E2// 

INFO  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

C I NCPAC  HONOLULU  HI //J 2/ J 3/ J 36// 

BT 

UNCLAS  BANGKOK  51605 

CITE:  13300  SEP  82. 

SUBJ:    REFUGEE  INTERVIEW  STATUS  REPORT 

REF:    A.    01A/DI-E2  MSG.  DTG  162153Z  SEP  82. 
B.    0JA/DlrE2  HSG,  DTG  l6215'»Z  SEP  82. 

1.    REF  A  AND  i^il(HriRr-A80irr-THE' STAm  OF  REINTERVIEW^ 

1.  rJt^c  I ANO    (L>*rw^«-         \,  AND  OF  ,u*-»c-  I 

flESPEmVELY.^  -  ' 

2.  WE  HAVE  NOTHING  NEW  TO  REPORT.    WE  WILL  ATTEMPT  TO 
LOCATE  AND  REINTERVIEW  DURING  NEXT  INTERVIEW  TRIP  TO 

i>^-!yr     i,  BUT  ARE  PRESENTLY  STRETCHED  A  BIT  THIN  BECAUSE 
OF  OTHin  ACTIVITIES.    WILL  ADVISE  AS  SOON  AS  INTERVIEWS 
CAN  BE  ACCOMPLISHED. 


ACTION  Dl-E2(1)  (U,P,6,7.F) 
INFO      CJCi(l«y  J3(5)  NIDSd)   J3:NMCC(1)   Jk  (U)  J5(2) 

SECDEF:(I)  SECDEF  (9)  USDP(15)  ASD:PA(1)  Dl-2(1) 
Dl-E(l)  NMIC(l)  0S(1)  0S-3B(1)  SWS(1)  AT(1)  AT-X(l) 
DIO(l)  DE(1)  DB-2(1)  DB-2C(1)  DB-1»A(1)  DB-5D3(1) 
DIA(l)  DB-6D(1) 


MCN-82260/01S35      T0R-e2260/l 1 14Z      TAD-B2260/1126Z  CDSN-MIA636 


PAGE  1  OF  1 
171109Z  SEP  82 


787 


Nenoraridum  f6r  Record  16  September  1982 

SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee       -bo^^cou.      |  (AKA:      <>e>^oe-  ) 

1.  *   lOn  15  September  1982,  the  undersigned  contacted    isi»w**c  : 

1  concerning  the  where  abouts  of        ^         ^  ir'  ^V'^  ■X'l 

Is  a  Lao  refugee  residing  In  o^n-Tv^t,  and  an  Instructor  at  an  Institution  ' 
)was  attending. 

2.  •  .  .  iThe  undersigned,  was  advised  essentially  as  follows:  sc^.u.) 
has  left  Oiy-Ty-i-  |to  seek  enployment  In       ^^'^ri*  :IT1 
However,            lhas  been  unseccessful  In  gaining  employment  In  ^m^^ 
therefore,  he  should  be^retumlng  to     i>ivt»  ..\  soon,  according  to't^*\^*  \, 
The  undersigned  was  assured  by  r^A^vv<_^  that  upon  arrival  of  s<i.    ^  In 

c>ft^     I  he  (  ^>»'»1^*t_D  will  have  jcontact  DI-E2.. 
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OCPARTMCNT  OP  DfPCNSI 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OP  STAFF  MCSSAGf  CCNTCft 

RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS9957  2592153 
ROUTINE 

R  162I53Z  SEP  82 

rn  OiA  WASHINGTON  0C//0I-E2// 

TO     USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 

INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

BT 

I 

SUBJ:    U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS 
REF:      OIA  MSG  OTG  291923Z  JUL  82.  SUBJ:  SAB 

REFERENCED  MESSAGE  REQUESTED  INTERVIEW  OF       hi^tv^*^  i  AND 

fa«t»4<r        iCONCERNING  THEIR  ASSOCIATION  WITH  LAO  REFUGEE     '^^  I 
I    REQUEST  STATUS. 

BT 


ACTION  Dl-E2(l)  (0,6. 7. F) 

INFO      NMie(f)  0S-3B(I)  AT(1)  08-2(1)  0B-2C(1)  08-503(1) 
0IA(1) 


MCN-82299/0368S      TOR -82299/3 193Z       TA0-82299/219TZ  COSN-M1A137 
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NEMO  FOR  RECORD 


3  Aug  82 


SUBJECT: 


I  (AKA: 


0 


1.    ,  .1  on  29  July  1.982,  the  undersigned,  contacted  ' 

a  Lao  refugee  residing  In  and  an.  Ins  true  tor  at  a  school  5<u  | 

I  was  attending*  concerning  iwhereabouts.   The  undersigned, 

was  Informed  by  >>mn«^  |  that  he  will  try  to  locate  land  he  will 

contact  me  once  this  Is  accomplished. 


2.  .  1  DI-E2  Is  trying  to  locate  *,c^ 
and  polygraph  examination.  If  possible. 


|for  an  additional  Interview 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OL-STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS022ii  2101923 
ROUTINE 

R  291923Z  JUL  82 


FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-E2// 

TO      USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 


INFO  COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

BT 


SUBJ:     U.S-  PWS  ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS  { 
.  REF:    A.    DIA  MSG  DTG  Ol»2102Z  SEP  8I.  SUBJ:    SANE  AS  ABOVE 

B.    USDAO  BANGKOK  NST  DTG  IIOitOBZ  SEP  8I.  SUBJ:     SAME  AS  ABOVE 

C.  DIA  MSG  DTG  O6OOO3Z  NOV  8I,  SUBJ:    SANE  AS  ABOVE 

D.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  IOO808Z  NOV  8I.  SUBJ:    SAME  AS  ABOVE 
1.         I    REF  A  REPORTED  A  CONUS  INTERVIEW  OF  A  LAO  REFUGEE.  WHO 
REPORTED  THE  OBSERVATION  OF  SIX  (6)  U.S.  PWS  IN  A  DETENTION  FACILITY 
NEAR  MUONG  KHOA.    JCRC-LNO  WAS  REOUESTED  TO  INTERVIEW       M#»io«r  { 
IF  SUCH  AN  INDIVIDUAL  EXISTS,  6     Ni^^  |  TO  VERIFY  SOURCE'S 
STORY.  REF  B  PARA  k.  STATED  THAT  "U.S.  REFUGEE  OFFICE  FILES  INDICATES 
NO  ONE  NAMED      tJi^ic        |,  OR      ^^t=^        I    DURING  NEXT    O^Tn  \ 
TRIP  WE  WILL  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  BOTH       fO-Vwie-  1 
AND      Nuy^e         I.    REF  C  REQUESTED  THE  STATUS  OF  THE  INTERVIEW  OF 
THE  ABOVE  INDIVIDUALS.    REF  D  STATED,  "DURING  A  VISIT  Tfl.     D/vr>^  I 
CANP  ON  16  SEPTEMBER  1981.  EFFORTS  WERE  MADE  TO  LOCATE  rj-we- 

^ALLEGED  FRIEND,      /O^tT       1.     NO  SUCH  INDIVIDUAL  COULD  BE 
FOUNDT   A  CHECK  AT  THE  HUT  OF        »o,^«^  1  REVEALED  (FROM 

I  WIFE)  THAT  IWAS  "GONE"  AND  WAS  NOT  EXPECTED  TO  RETURN 

TO  CAMP  FOR  "ABOUT  3  MONTHS." 

3.         I    DI-E2.  I-S..5TILL  INTERESTED  IN  .CONTACT.mjG*       ^Jv^^e.  1 
AND*  ,.^,^J^if-^OCHTAN  I  NO  I V I  DUAL  EX  I  STSy^DfiC-MIBGl  |  s 

6c-        rASSTO'CfwrroN^WITH  THEM  DURING      s       iSTAY  AT      Ortm  |. 
,  t^lWILL  BE  REINTERVIEWED  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE,  THEREFORE  IT  IS 
PERTINENT  THAT  a>'W^1AND    •w'^^lARE  CONTACTED  PRIOR  TO     -bc^  \ 
INTERVIEW.     REQUEST  THAT   /o^^'AND  BE  I NYERV I EWED  FOCUSING 

ON  THE  QUESTIONS  PROPOSED  IN  REF  A. 


(0,6. F) 


ACTION  Dl-E2(l) 

INFO      NMICdV  DIA(1) 


MCN-82210/03116      T0R-B2210/1923Z       TAD-82210/2001Z  CDSN-MII353 
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MEMO  FOR  RECORD;^  16  July  1982 


SUBJECT:    LAO  REFDCTE       ^^cjc.  \  AlUL:        6«a^ce^  t 

:  •       ■  -    .  r  ■  '■  .         ■  ;    ■■ -  f^  ,' 

1.  f  'bn  14  July  1982,  I  received  a  telephone' call  from  Mrs.  '  A/ 
concerning  Lao  refugee       s«y<x^        \.    i  had  previously  asked  Mrs. 

N      ]  to  contact  6o  |  on  ay  behalf  to  determine  if  he  would  be  willing 
to  return  to  Washingtony  D.C.  for  an  additional  interview  concerning  the 
U.S.  PW/MIA  issue.-  Mrs.-     a/        stated  that  fyt,   \could  not  be  reached  at 
the  telephone  nuober  given  to  her. 

2.  I  The  undersigned  will  try  to  contact  PAvn«^  \  a  former 
Instructor  of  4^   ^  to  inquire  about                 ]  whereabouts.- 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS1»097  1272021  y 
ROUTINE 

R  07202 IZ  MAY  82 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//0I-E2// 

TO      USDAO  PARIS  FR 

INFO  USDAO  OTTAWA  CA  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 

CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  AHEHB  VIENTIANE  LA 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 
SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA/VLK// 

BT 


SUB  J:    LAO  REFUGEE       <,6-<oe,  |  (AKA:  $^^<oe_  S    .  \ 

REFS:    A.    DIA  MSG  DTG  231459Z  DEC  81.  SUBJ:  SAB. 

B.    USDAO  PARIS  MSG  DTG  Oi»litlOZ  JAN  82.  SUBJ:     LAO  REFUGEE 
(NOTAL).  -  , 

1.  1  REFERENCE  A  ADVISED  OF  CONUS  LOCATED  LAO  REFUGEE  1 
4,<^  1.  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  U.S.  PW/MIA  ISSUE  AND 
CLAIMED  TO  BE  THE  SON  OF  px^wc^  | 

I.  .  . 

2.  I  CANCEL  REQUIREMENT  LEVIED  BY  REFERENCE  A  TO  LOCATE  AND 
INTERVIEW  TWO  CHILDREN  OF      i^^^^  i  WHO  REPORTEDLY  WERE  IN 

^nrv^  |.    ADDITIONALLY,  REQUEST  EXPRESS  APPRECIATION  TO  ^/^rv^  [MFA 
AND  CANCEL  ANY  REQUIREMENT  STILL  PENDING  WITH  THEIR  REFUGEE  OFFICE 
AS  INDICATED  BY  REFERENCE  B. 

3.  I  RECENT  USDAO  OTTAWA  INTERVIEW  OF  »o /vv^  [DAUGHTER, 
»u/)^vv<^          I,  REVEALED  THAT  REFUGEE    <,«^  I  (IDENTIFIED  BY  PHOTO) 

WAS  A  FELLOW  INMATE  SHE  HAD  MET  AT  A  REEDUCATION  CAMP  NEAR  VIENTIANE 
IN  1977  AND  THAT  HE  DEFINITELY  WAS  NO  RELATIVE.  1  HAD  ASSISTED 

HER  AND  HER  BROTHER  TO  ESCAPE. 

1».  *;^<-     IWAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  | 

BACKGROUND  BUT  ADVISED  THAT  HE  EXAGGERATES  TO  THE  EXTENT  THAT  ONE 
CANNOT  TAKE  HIM  SERIOUSLY.  {PHONED  i AROUND  THE  I5TH 

OF  MARCH  1982,  AND  REQUESTED  THAT  SHE  SEND  HIM  A  PICTURE  OF  HER 
FATHER.      ^  I  ADVISED    |o.^c.|THAT  HE  PLANS  TO  TRAVEL  BACK  TO  LAOS 
TO  REJOIN  THE  RESISTANCE  MOVEMENT  AND  HE  WISHED  TO  USE  HER  FATHER'S 
PICTURE  TO  GIVE  CREDENCE  TO  HIS  LEGEND  IN  WHICH  HE  WOULD  CLAIM  TO  BE 
A  SON  OF        f^yfi^«-  I 

5.  M^^Tw.*-  i  PERSONAL  ASSESSMENT  IS  THAT  \%  NOT 

CRIMINALLY  MOTIVATED  THOUGH  HIS  EXAGGERATED  STORIES  WOULD  LEAD  ONE 
TO  CONCLUDE  THIS.     SHE  DOES  NOT  GIVE  HIM  CREDIT  FOR  SUFFICIENT 
INTELLIGENCE  TO  BE  A  SCHOOLED  AGENT  OF  ANY  TYPE  AND  WRITES  HIM  OFF 
AS  A  LIKEABLE  NUT  WHO  WISHES  TO  IMPRESS  ANYONE  WHO  WILL  LISTEN. 

lAJA/*v<^  iREQUESTS  THAT  SHE  NOT  BE  NAMED  AS  THE  SOURCE  OF  ANY  OF  THE 
INFORMATION  IMPARTED  TO  DATE. 

BT 


ACTION  Dl-E2(1)  (D,6,7,8,F) 
INFO      NMIC(l)  AT(1)  DB-2C(1)  DB-3B  (2)  DB-5D(1)  DB-5D3(1) 
DIA(l) 


MCN-82 127/04068      TOR-82 127/202 12       TA0-82127/2159Z  CDSN-MIA326 
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'DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE 


pnom  nonruw  imm 

moinY 

fiimamu 


10  DUMMCniOUTV 
•T 

\mm  u  ozm 

ounioi-a 

{hm-iz 

mxa:  UOKFOBCE    fHMVA,  .s-^ 

KF:  mmmtmmtt. 

Us  ngucsiB  KF I  il}^*-  iMSKmanBo. 
fOuiMK  MS  nxmo: 


«  TMaHMmi  KUOD.  APPMUMmv  FMi  MY  UH  TO 
MMST  Un.  MMEVn  SK  OD  MT  SEE  Nn  EVBRTKa. 

lUb*^  .Far  TMT  FMM  1^   iMIUTY  TO  OBSS  THE 
1MI/U0  MHEI  (K  ASSISTES  HE*  MB  MEI  BBOIKB  M 
SEMMTE  OOASnB  TO  ESCME)  MB  HB  OAMS  TMT  «  MB 
■BOSUESr  a  both  SDES  of  the  BOBBEI  WICN  BKESSmTEB 
FBEOOEIT  CBOSSDBS.  n  WULB  APPEM  TMT  HE  FOSSDIY  MS 
IBiniVEB  n  BESISTMCE  OCTIVm.  AFTn  HE8  MBIVM.  AT  THE 
HMB  DM  BEFIKEES  CEITBE  SHE  SM       AmOIIMTaY  OKE 
FEIHOnH. 

ii'4^<'|MS  MMU  TO  NOnOE  FUTHEB  DFOBMTIOi 
m  ^  MCKBOMO  BUT  MHSEO  TMT  HE  EIMGEMTES  TO 
THE  Ufa^  TMT  OK  CMBT  TAKE  HOI  SEBKUSIY. 
FHOHEO  u^^^Uam  THE  ISTH  OF  NABCM  IMZ.  fOM  DATS 
AFni  on  DNECTKATOBS  LAST  nTEBVIEKB  MEB. 
BEQKSTEB  TMT  SK  SEM  HIN  A  NOME  OF  HEI  FATHU.  ««.| 
imSEB  ;iMT  K  PUIS  TO  TBAWEL  BAtt  TO  LAOS  TO 

KJOn  THE  KSISTAKE  NOVENEBT  AM  K  VISHEO  TO  IBE  NEI 
FATKI'S  PICTME  TO  GIVE  CKBEHCE  TO  HIS  LEGEM  IB  MICH 

ACTIOH  BI-E(l)  (U.P.B.7) 
no    CJCS:(1)  CXSO)  SXS(1)  J)(S)  Umi)  J1:MK(1) 
J4(4)  JS(Z)  SEC0EF:(1)  SEC0EF(9)  US8P(1S>  AS0:P«(1) 


MCN-a2 117/03675      T0R>82117/1930Z       TAO-821 17/1931Z  C0SN-MIA779 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

PTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS7768  0972253 
PRIORITY 

P  072253Z  APR  82  ^ 

FM  OIA  WASHINGTON  0C//DI-E2//  > 

TO      USDAO  OTTAWA  CA 
BT 

suBJ:   LAO  Refugee  houang  van  phon  aka  sonkoth  vorasarn  \ 

REF:      USDAO  OTTAWA  MSG  DTG  191923Z  MAR  82. 

1.  |REF  REPORTS  INTERVIEW  OF  LAO  REFUGEE        tJ*^*^  |WHO 
REPORTED  SHE  FIRST  MET    6c  j AT  A  REEDUCATION  FACILITY  NEAR  VIENTIANE 
IN  1977: 

2.  1  DURING  DI-E2  INTERVIEW  OF         L  HE  INDICATED  THAT  HE  WAS  IN 
REEDUCATION  FROM  APPROX  APR  76  TO  APPROX  APR  78.    FURTHER.    5c  | 
INDICATED  THAT  DURING  THE  JUN/JUL  77  PERIOD.  HE  WAS  ABLE  TO  TRAVEL 
TO  THE  MUONG  KHOA  AREA  OL  LAOS  WHERE  HE  OBSERVED  SIX  CAUCASIAN 
PRISONERS.    HE  CLAIMS  THAT  HE  TRAVELED  TO  THE  MUONG  KHOA  AREA  AS 
PART  OF  A  SIX  TRUCK  CONVOY  BEARING  RICE.    HE  HAS  ADVISED  THAT  HE  WAS 
ABLE  TO  TRAVEL  WITH  THIS  CONVOY  THROUGH  ARRANGEMENTS  MADE  BY  HIS 
UNCLE.         K/>^^  \,  WHO  HE  CLAIMS  IS  A  YOUNGER  BROTHER  OF  I 

\.    HE  CLAIMS  THE  TRIP  TO  MUONG  KHOA  TOOK  AT  LEAST 
ONE  WEEK.    Hg  ADVISFS  THAT  HP  TP^x/Pi  Pn  ta  thc  Miift>|n  Kunt  apc*  jn 
jiaiM  iMPnPMATinM  ^f'  IWHO  WAS  IN  REEDUCATlOM  IM  THT^ 

VlPMP.  YAI    ARFA   AT  Tiit  TTTtf 

3.  I  REQUEST  YOU  AGAIN  RE  INTERVIEW     o,vrv-^  I    WE  REQUEST  YOU 

ATTEMPT  TO  DETERMINE  IF  SHE  CAN  ACCOUNT  FOR  HIS  LOCATION  DURING  THE 
PERIOD  MAY-AUG  1977.     IF  1  WAS  IN  REEDUCATION  WITH  HER  AT  THIS 

TIME,  CAN  SHE  STATE  WITH  CERTAINTY  THAT  HE  WAS  NOT  ABSENT  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  ONE  WEEK  DURING  THIS  EERIOD.    REQUEST  YOU  QUESTION  HER 
FOR  ANY  INSIGHT  SHE  MAY  HAVE  ON  THE  CONTENTS  OF  PARA  2.  OF 
PARTICULAR  INTEREST  IS     t*'     |  CLAIMED  RELATIONSHIP  WITH    w/^r-voe-  \, 
WHO.  ACCORDING  TO  PHON.   IS  A  HIGH  OFFICIAL  IN  THE  LPDR  MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR.     BASED  UPON  INFO  IN  REF.   IT  SEEMS  IMPROBABLE  THAT  \ 
ACTUALLY  MET    ><J>-r^^\.     \J  SEEMS  MORE  PROBABLE  THAT  ^^^^\ 
MENTIONED    ^^-Vv^  |  DURING  THEtR  CONVERSATION,   IF   INDEED.  A     ^<^*-x-  \ 

f^y^r^    EXISTS.     IF     »^yvw-«^    CAN  SHARE  ANY   INFORMATION  SHE  MAY 
HAVE  ON  IBACKGROUND  AND  HIS  ACTIVITIES  WHILE  AT  NONG  KHAI 

REFUGEE  CENTER.  THAT  INFORMATION  WOULD  BE  HELPFUL.      ^<^)HAS  CLAIMEO 
EXTENSIVE  RESISTANCE  ACTIVITY  WHILE  LOCATED  AT  NONG  KHAI. 
REVW  7  APR  2002  REAS  3 
BT 


ACTION  Dl-E2(l)  (0.6. 7. F) 

INFO      NMIC(l)   AT(I)   DB-3B(2)   DB-5D(1)  DIA{1) 


MCN-82097/04236       TOR-82097/2253Z       TAD-82097/2300Z  C0SN-MIA7O5 
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PTTCZYUW  RUEH0TA20l»0  O78I923 
PRIORITY 

p  191923Z  nAR  82 

FM  USDAO  OTTAWA  CA 

TO      DIA  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

INFO  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH  PRIORITY  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  PRIORITY 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  Hi  PRIORITY 

BT 

1  OTTAWA  CA  02040 

DIA  FOR  DI-7C.    OAO  BANGKOH  FOR  JCRC-LNOi    CINPAC  FOR 
J2/J3 

I- 

SUBJECT:     LAO  REFUGEE         ^d^tcc^         I  (AKA:  S»^«cc| 

r  "I 

REF:    DIA  MSG  I802I8Z  FEB  82.  - 

I  AS  REQUESTED  BY  REF.       M^**^  I  WAS  RE - 

INTERVIEWED.     FOLLOWING  WAS  RECEIVED  FROM  OUR  CONTACTS: 
QUOTE:    BE  ADVISED  THAT  |  WAS  RE- 

INTERVIEWED  AND  SHOWN  THE  PfCTURES  OF  THE  INOIVrDUAt 
PURPORTED  TO  BE       S.-<^  I  (AKA      %*^^e.  |)  . 

'.IDENTIFIED  HIM  AS  A  FELLOW  INMATE  SHE  HAD  NET 
AT  A  RE-EDUCATION  CAMP  NEAR  VIET I  ANNE  DURING  1977. 
KNOWN  TO  HER  ONLY  AS       ^*^><i^  \  (DEFINITELY  NOT  A 

RELATIVE  OF  HERS) .    AFTER  THEIR  RELEASE  fRON  SIX  MONTHS 
OF.  INTERNMENT  IVISITED  P^'C^      IRESIDENCE  THREE 

OR  FOUR  TIMES  SOCIALLY  AND  THEN  IN  1979  HELPED  I 
AND  HER  HUSBAND  ESCAPE  TO  THAILAND.    SHE  ADVISED  THAT  _  | 
NEVER  MET  HER  FATHER.    SHE  HAS  HAD  ONE  CONTACT  WITH  THf^  ' 
SUBJECT  SINCE  HER  ARRIVAL  IN  IWHEN  \PHONE&  HER 

FROM  SOMEWHERE  IN  THE0«-^1aND  ASKED  HER  TO  SEND  HIM  A 
PICTURE  OF.  HER  FATHER  (NO  REASON  GIVEN)  WHICH  SHE  DID 
NOT  COMPLY  WITH.    HER  BROTHER.  WHO  RESIDES  IN  THE 
ALSO  RECEIVED  A  SIMILAR  REQUEST  VIA  PHONE  BUT  DID  NOT 
COMPLY.  UNQUOTE. 

BT 


ACTION  J3(5)  USDPdS)  (U.6.7) 
INFO     CJCS:(1)  CJCS(3)  SJCS(1)  NIOS(l)  J3:NMCC(1)  J«(M 

J5(2)  SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF  (7)  AS0;PA(1)  01-2(1)  0I-$(1) 
PI -7(1)  DI-7C(1)  NMICd)  0S(1)  SWS(l)  AT(1)  AT-X(l) 
516(0  DE(1)  OB-3B(2)  DB-UO)  DB-50(1)  0IA(1) 


MCN-«90Ta/034M      TCM-taOT«/l«2«Z      TA0-a207»/ltt«Z  C0SN-MII7M 


7% 


• '.  Ni  u«  o:  f=  ks£ 
vv-;n:  .>.ie»s  w  STAFr  v;  :  ;ftr,f. 

.«.iCZvUW  RtJEKJCS;n7  0'«90218 

nouTiNt 

R  I80218Z  FEB  82 

FH  01 A  WASHINGTON  0C//OI-;C// 

TO      USOAO  OTTAWA  CA 

INFO  USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO//         COR  JCRC  BARBERS 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 

BT 


SUBJ:     LAO  REFUGEE  I  (AKA:        i««<T<^  )  | 

REF:      USOAO  OTTAWA  MSG  DTG  in9>«9Z  FEB  82 

1.  i  ATTEMPTS  TO  OBTAIN      Oivnrr         jADDRESS  FOR     fO*w«-  \ 

1  THROUGH  LOCAL  INS  CONTACT  UNPRODUCTIVE.     IT  WAS  OUR  INTENT 
to  INTERVIEW  lANO  SHOW  HIM  PHOTO  OF  PHON  IN  ATTEMPT  TO 

LEARN  ACTUAL  IDENTITY  OF  I 

2.  1  PHOTO  OF       6*^t<^  IWILL  BE  FORWARDED  TO  YOU  UNDER 
SEPARATE  COVER.    REQUEST  YOU  ATTEMPT  EXPEDITIOUSLY  THROUGH  LOCAJ. 
f.nMT ACTS  TO  INTERVIEW       fc>A^-«-  1  AT  OftT^  \ 
..I     USE  PROVIDED  PHOTO  TO  ATTEMPT  TO  IDENTIFY  L     IF  SHE  IS 
UNABLE.  REQUEST  YOU  OBTAIN  FROM  HER  NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  ALL 
KNOWN  IMMEDIATE  FAMILY  MEMBERS  RESIDING  OUTSIDE  LAOS. 

3.  IGREATLY  APPRECIATE  PAST  RAPID  ACTION  ON  THIS  TOPIC.  WITH 
YOUR  ASSISTANCE.  WE  HOPE  TO  RESOLVE  THE  ISSUE  OF    t>c.   |  BONA  FIDES 
BEFORE  NEXT  MEETING  WITH  HIM  WHICH  IS  SCHEDULED  FOR  MIO-MRCH. 

BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  >  (D,6,7.f) 
INFO      NMIC(I)  AT(I)  DB-3B(2)  OB-SOd)  DIA(1) 


MCt«>82049/00778  •8}049/03ie2      TA0*82049/03aCZ  CCSr«>MII034 
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16  -February  1982 


FOR  RECORD 


SUBJECT:   Lao  Refugee     Soo«^  I 
AKA:       i»oxc*^  I 

;  l|;;  .  JUSDAO  Ottawa  message  in'e  i¥l9^9Z  >eb  B2  reports  Interview  of  :  ' 
Uo^refugee       ut^*-  1,  the  daughter  of  former  I  |       • : 

tj/r^'^  \,   She  denied  the  existence  of  a  brother 

named      &*■'<*-*--         L   She  stated  that  she  has  only  one  brother, 
^    u^€^  I  residing  In  the  tftr^  I,  at    t>fm^  \, 

2..       \  On  16  Feb  82,  Nr.  Bob  Brown*  INS  Investigator,  was  contacted 
by  the  undersigned  with  a  request  that  he  provide  a  residential 
address  for    .  |. 


60-642  -  93  -  26 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOJNT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

PTTCZYUW  RUEH0TA1O67  Oii21951 
PRIORITY 

P  }\)9'*9Z  FEB  82 

FM  USDAO  OTTAWA,  CA  -  -  -^-^.^04 

TO      Dl A  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

INFO  USDAO  PARIS  FR  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH 

CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI  CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

AMEMB  VIENTIANE  LA  SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC 

BT 

OTTAWA,  CA  01067 

DIA  FOR  DI-7C.  DAO  BANGKOK  FOR  JCRC-LNO. 
CINCPAC  FOR  J2/J3.    SEC  STATE  FOR  EA/VLK. 

|(RELEASA6LE.T0  CANADA) 

SUBJECT:     LAO  REFUGEE       6»^^c^  i  (AKA:  s»w^ceJ, 

I 

REF:    DIA  WASH  DC  MSG  2311i59Z  DEC  8I . 

I  AS  REQUESTED  IN  REF  ABOVE.  OUR  CONTACTS  HAVE  PROVIDED 
US  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

QUOTE:     PLEASE  BE  ADVISED  THAT  OUR  FIELD  INVESTIGATORS 
HAVE  DETERMINED  THAT  i^^*  IS  PRESENTLY 

RESIDING  AT  >^A».TV>r 

I    TELEPHONE  NUMBER    D/vwy  1.       mvVw*_  1  ADVI SED 
THAT  HER  FATHER      Oi>^vwt_  \  (AGE  -  55)  WAS  I 

DrrTW  IN  VIENTIANE  AND  IS  HOW  UNDER  DETENTION 

SOMEWHERE  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS.     SHE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  IDENTIFY 
ANYONE  BY  THE  NAME  OF  m  5ooc<^     1.     HER  ONLY  BROTHER 

IN  THE      ii/«^rrv  IS     uAwv*^  WHO  CURRENTLY 

RESIDES  IN      t/VT7^  I- 


INDICATED  THAT  SHE  IS  WILLING  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  BY 
A  U.S.  MILITARY  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  THE  COMPANY  OF  ONE  OF 
OUR  FIELD  INVESTIGATORS  IF  YOU  FEEL  SHE  COULD  BE  OF 
ASSISTANCE  REGARDING  U.S.  PW/MIA  INFORMATION.  UNQUOTE. 

BT 


ACTION  0C(1)  (U,P,6,7,8) 
INFO      CJCS:  (1)  CJCS(3)  SJCS(1)  J3(5)  NIDS(1)  J3:NMCC(1) 

Jt^W  J5(2)  SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF  (7)  USDP(IS)  ASD:PA(1) 
Dl-2(1)  Dl-5(1)  Dl-7(1)  DI-7C(1)  NMIC(1)  0S(1) 
SWS(l)  AT(1)  AT-X(lJ  DIO(l)  0E(1)  DB-2C(1)  DB-3B  (2) 
DB-1»A(1)  DB-5D(1)   DB-5D3(1)  0IA(1) 


MCN-82O42/03771       T0R-82042/19S1Z      TA0-S2O42/19S2Z  C0SN-MIA611 
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^  INCOMING 


DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


PAGE  01  MSB  -  9183 

ROUTINE   --  L  —  QENSER  MESSAGE   —    1078  CHARACTERS 

REFERENCE  FROM  AMEM8ASSY  VIENTIANE,       SSN   138   AT  08   0S0SZ  FEB82 

ROUTING  ASSIGNED  BY  MSSi 
ASPC 

PRINTER   ASSIGNED  BY  MSSi 

Cgl8  \\\ ,  . 
SUBJECT  ASSIGNED  BY  MSSi 

G9.    DG9.    LAOS.    AMEMB,    REPUGEE,    STAG  LA,    8E  ASIA,  > 

DICTIONARY:    G9.    PROPILCl  .v. 

299   818   381    382  883 
NMIC-AUTOOIN  MSG  NUMBER! 

87-111378 

CDSN  -  NSS829         MCN  *  82039/01018  TOR  -  820391037 

eZ01i 

RTTCZYUW  RUMJFSA  0138  0390809-         — RUEKDIC. 

2NY  IZZH  •  ' 

EZ02t 

R  080903Z  FEB  82 

PM  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

TO  RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC//OI-7C// 

INFO  RUMTBK/USOAO  BANGKOK  THy/JCRC-LNO// 

RUHQBPA/COR   JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  2418 

BT 

VIENTIANE  0138 
\    RES-3  2/8/88    t        A^;m.v5r  |>  OR-M 

EZ03i 

TAGS:  1 
EZ04. 

SUBJECT:    LAO  REPUGEE      ^e>/^c<^  (AKA    ■t>eny^<JB^  I 

EZ08: 

REF:    DXA  WASHOC  08333Z   JAN  82 

2!    LOCAL   LAO  SOURCE  UNABLE   TO  IDENTIFY  TWO  PHOTOS 
OF  'j*-<t«,  I 

BT 

EZ06: 

ACTION  DI-7C  P>  U,  6,  7.  8,  F) 

INFO       CJCS:   P)  ■  CJCS  (*)    SJCSC)    J3C)    NIOSC)  J3:NMCCP) 

J4  P)  JSP)  SECOEF:  P)  SECDEFP)  USDP  P « >  ASO:  PA  P ) 
OI-2  P>  DI-5  P)  NMIC  (1)  OS  P)  SWS  P )  AT-XP)  DIOP) 
DE  P)    DB-2C  P)    OB-4A  P)    OB-SAl  P)    OB-SD3P)  OIAP) 

TOTAL   COPIES  REQUIRED ' 

•  0138 


EZ07: 


J 
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12  January  1982 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBOECT:    Lao  Refugee     $o^<t^  \ 

Aka:       t><?^<c<^         ),  ,      .  >■! 

1.  .  J  On  12  January  1982,  t  received  a  telephone  call  from'  "  ■      '  , '  * 
Mrs.  P.  Naughton,  concemtng  Lao  refugee  \    I  had 
prevtously  asked  Mrs.     >f      t  to  contact  ^<^f on  my  behalf  to 
determtne  If  he  would  be  vrtHtng  to  return  to  Ha^htngton,  D.C,  for 
additional  interview  concern1:ng  the  U.S.  PW/MtA  Issue.   Mrs.  i  jj 
stated  that  sfte  was  finally  able  to  contact       |ln     o/^ro-  *'"| 

on  the  morning  of  12  January  1982. 

2.  .  J  Mrs.  /V  pdvl^  that  \  Is  willing  to  return  to  Washington, 
D.C.  for  further  oral  conversations.   Boweyefi  she  further  stated  that 

I  haid  raised  the  t^sue  of  further  po;iyar^lL:ex^lnatlons.    ^  |    v  , 
told  Mrs.      i/       tha^t  since  Hi's  lasi  pbl>^rj|j3fe^^anitnatlon  *rfth  DtA» 
his  right  thumb  had  not  worked  properly  and  that  he  thought  a  bone 
In  the  thumb  was  broken.    Re  told  Mrs.      A/     .  however,  that  he'  had 
not  sought  medtcal  treatment  for       thumb  because  he  has  been  too 
busy.   The  Issue  of  reimbursement  for  lost  wages  was  not  raised. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 


RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS8I.78  0062333 
ROUTINE 

R  062333Z  JAN  82 

FM  OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DI-7C// 

TO    .AnEMB;  VIENTIANE  LA 


INFO  USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 
CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3// 
SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA/VLK// 

BT 


COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


SUBJ:    LAO  REFUGEE       6«-<co     _     UAKA:        6.a<ce.  D  1 

REFS:    A.    OIA  MSG  DTG  231512Z  DEC  81 

B.    AHEHB  VIENTIANE  MSG  DTG  OAOIOSZ  JAN  82 
I  GREATLY  APPRECIATE  YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IN  ATTEMPTING  TO  IDENTIFY 
THIS  REFUGEE.    TWO  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THIS  SOURCE  WERE  FORWARDED  TO'  YOU 
UNDER  SEPARATE  COVER  ON  6  JAN  82. 


BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1) 

INFO      NMICd)   DB-2C(1)  DIA(l) 


(D,6,7.F) 


MCN'82006/03393       TOR-82006/23332       TAD-82007/0226Z  C3SN-MII433 


PAGE  1  OF  1 
062333Z  JAN  82 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


PAOE  •!  MSS  -  720t 

ROUTINE—  ;—  QEN8ER  MESSAQE  —  10*6  CHARACTERS 

REFERENCE   FROM  USOAO  PA^XS  FR,      88N  62   AT  04    t4t0Z  JAN82 
ROUTXNQ  ASSXQNEO  BY  MSSi 

WEUL     ASPC  -  « 

PRINTER  ASSXQNEO  BY  MSSi 

C01B  O) .    0010  U)  . 
SUBJECT  " 


ASSIGNED  BY  MSSt  ^ 
0Q9,    WEUL,    USOAO,    FRANCE.    REFUQEE.    8E  ASIA.        ^  - 
OlOTIONARYt    Qd,    PROFILE!  ^ 

tS7    19S   209   298   316  362 
NMIC-AUTOOIN  K'^G  NUMBERi 
63-106026 

CDSN  -  NSSS36  MCN  -   82004/01407  TOR  -  620041414 

EZ01I 

RTTCZYUW  RUFHFRA  0062   0041411-         — RUEKDIC. 

2NY  I 

EZ02I 

R  041410Z  JAN  82 

FM  USOAO  PARIS  FR 

TO  OIA  WASHINGTON  DC//OI-7C// 

BT 

I  PARIS  FR  00062 

EZ03t 

EZ04i  , 

SUBJECT:    LAO  REFUGEE  | 

EZ08i  ■ 

REFi    OI-7C  MSG  231489Z  DEC  81,  BAB. 

lAW  PARA  2   OF   REF.    LETTERS  REQUESTING  INTERVIEW 
WITH     Mitv^g-  IaND       w*ync  TSBNT  THIS  DATE  TO 

FRENCH     MFA  REFUGEE  OFFICE   FOR  FORWARDING,       AS  MFA  WILL 
NOT  PROVIDE  US  ADDRESSES  OF  REFUGEES  RESIDING  IN  FRANCE. 
WILL   ADVISE  WHEN/IF  DATES  ARE   SET  UP.  REGARDS. 
REV  4   JAN  88 
BT 

EZ06: 

ACTION  DI-7C  P)  W,  6,  7,  F) 

INFO       CJCS:   P)    CJCSP)    SJCSP)    J3P)    NIDSPI  J3:NMCCP) 

J4  P)    JSP)    SECDEFt    P)    SECDEF  PI    USDP  P « )    ASD:  PA  P ) 
DX-2  P)    DX-S  P>    NMIC  (1)    OS  P  )    SWS  P )    ATP)  AT-XP) 
DXO  P)    DE  P)    DB-3B  P>    DB-4AP)  DIAP) 

TOTAL   COPIES  REQUIRED 

•  0062 


EZ07: 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  MESSAGE  CENTER 

RTTCZYUW  RUNJFSA0003  0040115 
ROUTINE 

R  O^iOlOSZ  JAN  82 

FM  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

TO     DIA  WASHDC//0I-7C// 

INFO  USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO//         CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
C I NCPAC  HONOLULU  Hi  SECSTATE  WASHDC  23l6 

BT 

1  VIENTIANE  0003 

I  ROS-3  12/31/87  (       AM^fcvsr  \)  OR-M 

TAGS:  I  . 

SUBJECT:  LAO  REFUGEE      6ov<.(.e.  t  (AKA     Scy»<c^  H 

REF:  DIA  WASHDC  2315122  DEC  Rl 

v.. -I  ■ .      )'        ''y'-' ' 

2.  LOCAL  LAO  SOURCE  UNCERTAIN  OF  ABILITY  TO  IDENTIFY  PHOTO  = 
OF       <>o*<^  [but  we  suggest  it  may  be  PRODUCTIVE  TO 

SEND  PHOTO  TO  US  ANYWAY.  |  PRESENTLY 

UNAVAILABLE. 

BT 


ACTION  DI-7C(1)  (U,6,7.8,F) 
INFO      CJCS:  (0  CJCS(3)  SJCS(0  J3(5)  NIOS(l)  J3:NHCC(1) 

JltCt)  J5(2)  SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF  (7)  USDP(15)  ASD:PA(1) 
Dl-2(1)  Dl-5(1)  NMIC(l)  0S(1)  SWS(l)  AT-X(l)  DIO(l) 
DE(1)  0B-2C(1)  DB-1.A(1)  DB-5(1)  DIA(l) 


MCN-82004/00099      TOR-82004/01 1 9Z       TAD-82004/0119Z  CDSN-MIA242 


PAGE  1  OF  1 
040105Z  JAN  82 
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CNTRY,  LOCATED  23  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  10: 
TYPE  SIGHTING  4-6  : 
1ST  SIGHTING     42  : 

SUBSOURCES      27  • 

ACTIONS     51  :^ 

CURRENT  ACT  45  ' 

REMARKS    36  >r> 

DATE  RECEIVED  8-: 


US 
LA 

POW-F/H 
ATTOPEU 


STATE/CITY  15  : 

It  144800N 


'ID  *  '^2  •i'W:0995^^J 
C0NFlDENTIALlTY37r       ^  ' 


CORRELATION 
CATEGORY: 


12  1065000E 


32:  v:lPRI 
•■  2B 


ttONTANO—USAFR 
610623  ni-TC  MFR 

DAOCA  0407 

FOLOUT  UNKttCAU  ATTOPEU  8004 
810623  DATE  OF  INFO  35 


ANALYST  13: 
8004 


Ai4 


ACT  DATE  38:   0407  <p  82 


ADDRESS  25: 


ORIGIN  CODE  17:  M 
DISTANCE  FROM 


(KMS) 


O.  0 


SI 1001 
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AHE  3 
KA  16 

OAT  NUMBER    34  : 

kjRy  LOCATED  23  : 
MTRV  reported  10: 
YPE  SXOHTINO  46  : 
ST  8I6HTIN0    42  : 


JB80URCES 
STIONS  51 
JRRENT  ACT  45 
EMARKS  36 
ATE  RECEIVED 
3URCE  DOB  14: 


27 


sottce 

UNKNOWN 


ID  •  2^ 

COhf  IDENTIAL  it  T^: . 

CONTACTED  32: 
CATEGORY: 


US    STATE/CITY  IS  : 
LA 
POW-F/H 

TJ430380     11     210900N     12  1023100E 

KAMPHONO 
MONTANO—USAFR 

810623  D I -7C  MFR       ^  : 

t>ixA  '   CAPTIVITY  39 

FOLOUT  6  CAU  MUONO  KHOUA  78  ANALYST  13: 

810623  DATE  OF  INFO    39  78 

ADDRESS  25:  o^.*^  ,v„ 


UQW  CODE  17:  M 

XYQRAPH  CATEGORY  53:     07  UNDER  ANALYSIS 

DLYORAPH  RESULTS  24:       8107  OSI  US  NDI— 8211  OSI  US  NDI 
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■Ii.12   .  .  '^  L  2-MAR-03  05:08:36 

UTINE  —  —  CERSi/;  >  .SSACE  ~  5190  ClIAIlACTEnS 

FEIIEMCE  FROM  USDAO  UANCKOK.     SSH~e  AT  02  00212  HAIU13  . 
UTINC  ASSIGNED  DY  I1SS: 

ARCS  ASPC 

R  ASSIGNED  DY  NSS 


BJECT  ASSIGNED  BY  MSSi 

DG9.  USDAO,  REFUGEE.  STAC  LY.  VIEHfAH.  SE  ASIA, 

GTIORART:  C9,  PROFILE: 

193  299  316  382  609  624 

(IG-AOTODIir  HSC  RUHBERt 

027-056316 


>SR  >  1ISS264  .  HON  «  83061/00151  •  TOR  < 
TCZYUV  RUirrBICA1250  0610027-         — RUEKDIC 


PT  HI  y  /i/ko  / 

lEKJCS/DIA  HASHIHCTOR  DCX/DI-E2/'/'  ^  ,  I 

tFO  RDHQHOA/'CIRCPAC  HONOLULU  HI  I  /'/'J2/J3/J36X/  ^^'y^  & 

rHHHMA/'CDRUSACILHI  FT  8HAFTER  AI  J  t  f*^  ' 

IHnUI/ANCORSUL  UDORIf 


TE:  ^  ,^06 
IBJt  fALLECED^ft.8 

DURIKG  A  RECERT  INTERVIEW  Tai£L^^AKHOILJ>JBA;(OH 
'A^0_.CAHC>.^0IL^4.>im-25<rFEBRUARYrfjG»C  IRTERVIK«EIIS_^ 
aiE  ABLE  TO  CONTACT  LAO 


_  SS.  OTD.  1 

,*^~-^-TO-HAVr-ACCESS  TOUIS.  REHAIH8.  SS  A~ 

SCU  HAJOR.    IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  F.ILiraaO_(jroRHER  ' 

FOR  U.S.  ARHYK  V  WHO  RESIDES  AT  HA/tl 

lb  «;A«P  WITH      Ss     >— AT-THE  CAMP  'SILATH  "SEHT  -Jk-HURBEH-TS" 
ICATE       A/  WHO  CLAIMED  WAS  IN  POSSE8SIOH 

'  IHPORTART  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  POW/HIA  HATTERS.  BEFORE 

fO        COULD  BE  LOCATED.      AS      CLAIMED  TO  INTERVIEWERS 
lAT  HE      ^5  HAD  BEEN  ROBBED  OF  HONEY.  SUPPLIES.  AND 

iPS  WBIVU  HAD  BEEN  HAILED  FROM  THE  'U.S.  WAR  DEPARTMENT* 
)  HIS  POST  OFFICE  BOX  AT  NONG  KHAI. 

FJHALLY-      A/  jUlRIVED..jUa>.«AS-CARRYJHC.A  ^ 

allCTHr''HANDWRITm  LETTER  FROM  V  (COL,  I  . 

JAT,  REDT-    Ss      "BAD  -ALREAD"Y'l>iai«  -TIIE-LETrER"BUnHl>'— ^ 

IT  CLEARLY  UNDERSTAND  ITS  CONTENTS  SINCE  IT  WAS  WRITTEN 

(  FELT-TIP  PEN  AND      SS      3  ENGLISH  IS  LIMITED.  TflE 

rrTER  FROM         >V  INDICATED  THAT  HE  HAD  INCLUDED  100 

)LLARS  AND  A  PACKET  OF  FINGERPRINT  CARDS  IN  THE  LETTER: 

rr  DUE  TO  LIMITED  FINANCES  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  SEND  880 

lUNnS  OF  CLOTHING  AND  100  POimnS  OF  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES  WHICH  I 

A/        HAD  REQUESTED.  V  INDICATED  THAT  HE 

\S  IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  OBTAINING  A  COMPLETE  SET  OF  1: 
IPS  OF  ALL  OF  iJU)S^nnN.JM)DJ.lIiCH..a^«OULO<FOI 
iORTLY.C     ^       AND        A/  BOTH  EXPLAII 

iLdmeir   /v     ^as  retired  he  .was: 

MLONEL  KELLY  lit  THE  WAR  SEPA 

lOVIDE  THE  HAPS^'  A/  

UT  TBE  U.S.  STATE  DEPARTMENT  KAS  COLLUDINCl-VITH  HANOI  .TOjl 
)VER  UP  THE  FACT  THAT  AMERIGAH8  WERE -STILL  BEIIK;  KLD-^*T\ 
<D  HAD  MADE  AN  ARRANGEMENT;, VIIXbDIA^.  DEGLARE-ALL-raOTO^ 
UPBS  or  LIVE  PONS  AS  'STAGED  TBOTOS-.  THUS  HAKINC  THEH 
>RTBL£S9:    -FOR  TBIS-REASONTTTHCERPRTTrr-CARDS  WERE  THE  . 
a,r  POSSIBLE  METHOD  OF  PROVING  THAT  U.S.  POWS  WERE  STILL 
SING  HELD^  AJ  THEN  PROVIDED  DETAILED  INSTOUGT- 

9KS  ON  HOW  TO  HANDLE  THE  FINGERPRINT  CARDS.  HOW  TO  OBTAIN 
AND  HOW  TO  rUIL  THE  CARDS  TO  HIM  Tfl  RF.  TAKEN  TO  THE 
ENTIFICATION  LAB  IN  WASHINGTON  DC.        SS  ItfSISTEO 
HE  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES,  CLOTHING.  AND  HAPS  HAD  BEEN 
FROH  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT  AND  STOLEN  FROH  BIS  BOX  AT 
)NC  KHAI  REGARDLESS  OF  WHAT  THE  IXTTER  SAID.  A/ 
SEHED  SOMEWHAT  EMBARRASSED  SINCE     Ss       APPARENTLY  DID 
DT  KNOW  THAT  THE  LETTER  HAD  CONTAINED  100  DOLLARS  IN  CASH 
IrriL  INFORMED  BY  THE  INTERVIEWER.  A/         INSISTED  UPON 
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2-HAn-B3  eSt00t37 


p/aiieiitiI^ 


itelMO  TmB  LETTER,  TIIER  DEPAirl.ti^'  <  MOTBt 
SV10U6LY  BEER  DniMKIMG.  AND  STAOiiilED  AVAY.  'APrAIIEIITLY 
imDIT  OH  TAKIHC  VP  PnON  WOERE  HE  IIAD  DEEM  EARLIER  .IMTEn- 

r  ->.} 

>        X      THEM  IRFORMED  im  IRnRVIEWERS  TBAT  BE 

V  JCES8  .TO  TBBEB  U.S.  REIfAfRS  MHOn  ll*n  BEEM.  BBOOOTT 
O  'ltKaON  PJaUUfOH  by  the  RESISTAIIOB.       S    'iBIfPLAIMED  IBAT 
RB  BEHAIM8  WAS  TO  BE  GIVER  TO  IBE  IITTERVIEVEBS  VITBOOT ' 
mr  OORDITIOMS  OR  PAYMERT  AMD  IF  THE  RENAIRS  WERE  POSITIVB- 
r  IDBRTIFIED  BE  VDULD  DISGOSS  BBIMBORSEHERT  FOR  EXPEH8ES 
0  IBB  RESISTANCE  OORCERRIRC  IBB  REMAIRIRG  TWO.     i  i^^  ] 
0  RBODESIED  IBE  IRTERVIEKEDS  TO  MEET  HIM  AT  RAXBfHI  i 
■ABOH  TOVR  THE  FOLLOW  IRC  .DAY.  8AYIH0  ilBAT  BE  WHIU)  TAKE 

an  TO  riocDP  riBB  behairs.   asked  am  be  wold  be  able  . 

0  TRAVEL  TO  REP  TORR  8IRCE  RA  7B0  WAS  A  CLOSED  GAMP.  I 
IPRODOCED  AR  ASSORTHERT  OF  IDERTIFICATIOR  CARDS  I 
aiGH  HE  CLAIMED  HERE  ISSUED  BY  THE  THAI  GOVERRHEHT  ARD  CAVE 
IH  SPECIAL  AUTBORITY  TO  GORDUCT  SPECIAL  0PERATI0M8  TO  ^ 

ISTA  MCE  ACTIVITIES  AGAIRST  lUE  LAO  ARD  VIEIIIAIH 

'  THE  IRTERVIEKERS  MET  5r  t  TBE  TOLLOVIRG  DAY  AT 
IP  PREniRED  TO  TICK  UP  IBB  BEHAIRS.:      S<   T  ACOOMPARIED 

Y  FOUR  MEMBERS  »F  IBE  LAO  RESISTARCE  CHFI) .  .WAS  ABLE  TO 

■ODobB'A  sliAUL  anASTiG  z»sS  or  .kbat  appeared  to  be 

■HAIRS.  ICLAIMED  THAT  1HE  REHAIBS  WERE  ABM 

RI8T  BORES  FR08  AR  AMERICAR  PIUIT  C AIRCRAFT  RB,iag4lftV 


ZMt  : 

CTIOR  DI-E2(*)  :  (U.6.F> 
RFO      RHICd)  0S-i8B<«>  ATf*)  DB-2(*)  DB-2C(«)  DB-SD3(«> 
DIA(«) 

TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


i  1 


Z*7t 
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tFJ|a  •x.*'^:  L  2-yin-JD3  05:e»tI7 

>UTINE  —  —  CENsJiii  jflSSACE  —  C397  CHAnACTERS  :  i 

iTERENCE  FROM  USDAO  BARCKOK.     SSR  9  AT  92  00212  HAR03  . 
)in'INC  ASSICRED  BY  KSSi  i 

ARCS    ASPG  . 
R  ASSIGNED  BY  HSSt  ! 

C015( 1) . 
JBJBCT  ASSIGNED  BY  KSSt  I 

DC9,  USDAO,  KEFDGEE,  BE  ASIA. 

(CTIONARTt  G9,  PROFILE! 

193  299  316  382 
flO-AUTODIH  MSG  HimSERt  i 

027-066426 

I6R  R88268  :  NCR  >  83061/'e0189  •  TOR  ■ 
rrCZYDV  R0KrBKA1280  .0610029-        f— ROEXDIC. 

!oit  :  ■ 

rr  : 

5»2t.-. 

•20tf21Z  MAR  83 

f  OSDAO  BAHCBOK 

>  ROHQBPA/MCRC  BARBERS  FT  HI  .  ^ 

JEKJCS/a>IA  VASHINGTON  DC/^I-E2//    !  \  -X 

IFO  ROHQHQA/CINCPAC  HONOLULV  HI/'/J2^J3^J86//' 
JHHHMA/CDROSAC ILHI  FT  SHAFTER  Ul 

nmauAMCORSuL  'Udorr 
p 

, 8ECTI0H  02  OF  03  iBANCEOE 

SMi  : 
s»«t  :  . 
sosi  : 

»  BEIHBOBSE  THE  RESISTANCE  FOR  THE  3>ARTIAL  REMAINS  ARB  ' 
TERED.TO  SELL  TBE  COMPLETE  REMAINS  WITH  PERSONAL  XFFECI8 
m  SS.^.BAffT.  'THE  INTERVIEWERS  EXPLAINED  TO  ^ 
UT  IBEY  VERE  AVTBORIZED  .TO  ACCEPT  REMAINS  BELIEVED  TO  : 
i  THOSE  OF  AN  AMERICAN  BOT  VERE  NOT  ADTBORIZED  TO  PROVIDE 
ITHENT.     THE  INTERVIEWERS  ASKED  iTO  GIVE  THEM  THE 

JLBGBD  V.8.  REMAINS  AND  ANY  DETAILS  CONCERNING  TBE 
)^"*10N  OF  TBE  RECOVERY.       SS       AGREED  TO  GIVE  1BE  BAG 
AIRS  TO  THE  INTERVIEVCJtS  AND  STATED  THAT  HE  WOULD  • 
.T  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  MADE  THE  RECOVERY  TO  GET  MORE 
?lMiLS  AND  WOULD  BRING  THE  ENTIRE  SKELETON  AND  PERSONAL 
TECTS  TO  NKP  FOR  THE  INTERVIEWERS  TO  EXAMINE.     THE  INTER- 
lEVERS  THEN  ACCEPTED  THE  SHALL  BAG  OF  ALLEGED  U.S.  REMAINS  . 
n>  PREPARED  TO  LEAVE.     AFTER  THE  INTERVIEWERS  WALKED  AWAY  • 
U)M  THE  GROUP.  A  HEATED  DEBATE  TOOK  PLACE  CONCERN  I  NO  THE  I 
\CK  OF  PAYMENT  FOR  TOE  PARTIAL  REMAINS.  .  THEN  I 

JIE  OVER  TO  THE  INTERVIEWERS  AND  STATED  THAT  HIS  GROUP  : 
LD  CHANGED  THEIR  MINDS  AND  WANTED  THE  SMALL  BAG  OF  REMAINS  . 
\CX.  !  STATED  THAT  THEY  WANTED  TO  MAIT  UNTIL  THE 

rriRE  SKELETON  WAS  PRESENT  AT  MKP  AND  WOULD  TELEPHONE  THE 
ITERVIEWERS  TO  RETURN  AND  EXAMINE  THE  REMAINS.  BRACELET. 
IHG  AND  NAHETAC.     THE  INTERVIEWERS  THEN  RETURNED  THE  BAG 
'  BFlfAIN&LTO.THE-GROUP...AHD-DEeAfiI^  THE  'AREA. 
._      ^fl^EflftC'att  ENOODHTEa  VIIH     JS     ]^HE  IdLlIHED  THATvlJl 
B:  -ravr-HEBE  still  wing  VLD^  8EVER<EhaiEAS.;;0r..LAa6 
IT  DBCLIHED  TO  BE  8PECIUC?.      ST    ;.«TATtD  ^THATlffiCEHTJj 
mORS  AUXCIHG  .THAT  120  U.S.  POWS  .wiEBE: BEING  HELD  NEABCf 


IStER  OF  KEY  FIGURES  FOR  A  RESISTANCE  GOVERNMENT  HE  IS  I 
IRMING  AND  STATED  THAT  HE  WAS  GOING  TO  SEND  A  COXPI^TE 
Ml  TO  THE  U.S.  AMBASSADOR  IN  •BANGKOK  TO  SOLICIT  USG  i 
JPPORT  FOR  HIS  ORGANIZATION.        SS       HAD  A  LONG  LIST  OF 
SIRED  ITEMS  (TYPEWRITERS.  PAPER.   PENS.   PENCILS.  STAPLES, 
rC.)  WHICH  HE  INTENDED  TO  REOUEST  FROM  THE  USG  TO  BE  USED 
(ITIALLY  BY  HIS  ADMINISTRATIVE  SECTION.  REQUESTED 
!:VERAL  TIMES  THAT  THE  INTERVIEWERS  CHECK  OH  THE  CLOTHING. 
iPS.  MEDICINE.  £TC. .  THAT  HE  CLAIMS  WERE  SENT  BY  THE  'WAR  • 
3>ARTHENT"  AND  STOLEN  FROM  HIS  BOX  (P.O.BOX  3)  AT  NONG  KHAI. 

— ^       f  .-VAS  /ALSO-tiuQlIED  GON(^RHnC<0I6^O^ 

f  :rHUNG3&AN>a7cCDIA/DlTE2VtSG.~;^STO.«!j|2le2Z--SEP<« 

lyiOOSLr  REPORTED  AS  POSSESS  IHG  'AJUUXED/-SO'IUn'aiiS^  «r 
>      ^ION:**     «g     gTATEg  jrH^Tylg  JAiUJOTuSEiaia  f/  aju»^ 
YEAlCAlUlSREHEHBERED^IH^^B^AS^baH^  .WBO:HAI>v(i 

(Cei  SS  i  C0UU>:>0r^ffiXBa.DE7AIIJr'O0NCER^  ti  ')Sm 
rriTHODOTT  THAT  HE  HAD  NOTJBCISTCBED^^  REgUGEE-ABPJaEt 
18  PROBABLT^STTIX- WDRIgl NC  laTigte'T^  .  CONCERNING 
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or  14 .  \  ..         ^JS^  ' 

IRFOiUUnOM 

H  TBB  LAO  RESISTAHGB '  ^ 


2-«/U\-03    03i09t  18 

WHIA  IRPOnilATIOII  ALMBCEOLT  V 
WRD  niAT  HE        5$    ;  VAB  ABL 

mcehhiin;  iLivtnNnB  moH  nunr  souncES  ih  the  lao  resistahcb 

'     *UT  TOEY  WOULD  HAW  TO  HAVE  HOlfEY  AMD  BCOIIPllERT  TO 

UBIR  OOOPERATIOH  IN  OBTAIMIRC  THE  IlfFOnHATIOn. 
Si     VAD  TRKVIOORI.Y  HEARD  THE  UrnSRVIEWERa  BEIMO  CRITICIZED 
A/               )AB  COMIRG  -TO  THE  CAMPS  TO  "JUST  TALK 
HD  XSVER  PnOVIDIHG  AMY  FORDS  OR  EQUIPMEHT".     <CONHERTt  I 
SS    \.  AS  iFAR  AS  HE  JCROV.  HAS  ATIRACTED  XITIUB  SUPPORT  FOR 
i  AUrflVITIES  EXCEPT  FOR  PERHAPS  A  SMALL  AHOURT  VnOH  MR  t 
AJ          THIS  HAS  AFPARERTLY  LESSEHED       SS       iDBSIRE  TO  . 
feSIST  JGRQ  ARD  PROBABLY  AOCOURTS  FOR  THE  CHARGE  OF  MIRD 
r  ItOT  GIVIRG  1HB  IRTERYIEKBBS  riHE  SHAIX  !BAO  OF  PARTIAL^  ;  V 
BUIRS  AT  HKP,  ^milY,  flACTC.     SS  ^OiS  CimFIDBRTTlHAT  ^     .  .  % 
 '  IRFORHATIOH  OO  


SIFHERT  fXHUnVL  RESISTARQE  FORCES.*) 
I   FYIt    IHERE'^iiAB  CURE 


I   FYIt    IHERE'^ARE  CURREHILY  SEVERAL  STORIES  •COR- 

.   ATJjncED  .U.S.  REHAIRS  WHICH  MMTRELATB  .TO  THOSE  i 

UCH  ■    55  ATTEHPTIRGjro  SELL.  :  mBE  AIRCRAFT  RUMBER  . 

lOVIDBD  BY  ■  ^      'IS  THE  9AMB  RUMDIR  PROVIDED  BY  N 

n        i  (JGBO-LRii  REPOBT  T82-039  DID  23  SKP  82) .  THE, 
BUIRS  AUXCat  TO  BE  IR  TBB  POSSESSIOR  OF  N         ..\  ■ 

LY  DAVE  BEER  THOSE  SOLD  RBCEHTLY  TO  MR  BILL  BATCHELOR  ARD 


OORGERRIRG  LIVB  AHBRIGAR  POWS  WHERr 
FEELS  LIKE  IT  IF  HE  HAS  ^IHB  iRBCESSART  FIL^ii  


S^nRAL  SITES  ARD  IS  IR  Tm  PROOSrajOF  CORSpLIOATIRC^THE        !  ^   /^^^-^  ^  ^^^Lj^ 


Urai  BY  HIM  TO  CILHI.     IF  ICROUP  HAS  EXPLOITED  ■ 

 RAL  SITES  ARD  IS  IR  THE  PROCESS  GF  CORSOLIOATIRG  THE        .  ^ 

IRS  REAR  REP.  THEIR  PLAR  NAY  HAVE  ORICIRATED  AFTER  ' 

MOOSSIORS  WITH  HEHBERS  OF  JROJECT 'FREEDOM  ARD.   

DRB  HACAZIRE  (SEE  USDAO  bKK  HESSACes.:  DTG 
99t*t9Z  SEP  "62.  ARD  220609Z  SEP  JB2)  .    THE  BOUALAPHA  . 
MERTIORED  BY    dW      HAS  BEER  REPORTED  PREVIOUSLY  AS 
no  KILOMETERS  SOUTH  OF  »  MARKER  163  OR  HirmfdY 


r«8.  F4  AIRCRAFT  *3A6  WAS  SHOT  DOWR'  WHICH  IS  ACTUALLY 
TO  Ur  UOUALAPUi.    THE  VARIOUS  SOURCES  IRVOLVED  ARE 
lOBABLY  REFERRIRG  TO  BOUALAPHA  AS  THE  GENERAL  AREA  SIRCE' 


DI-E2(*)  :  (I.M) 
RMICd)  0S-3B(«>  AT(«)  DB-2C*)  DB-2C(»)  DB-0D3(») 
DIA(») 
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Tin  ~  ilvr  CERSm^SSACE  —  642  CHAIMCTERS 

nmtCE  FHOH  VSDAO  lURCICDK,    SSIf  12S«  AT  1  .—21Z  HARBS 

mrmo  assicmes  by  hbsi  i 

AROB 

T  ASSICRED  BY  HSSI    i  y 

^onoiuKri  o»,  rmriixi 

  !»•  si« 

taO-AVTODIH  MSG  mnoEiu  I 


i<  1B8267     t  HBR  .>  8SM1/MU1  TOR 

rrozTDV  ^nmraKft  12M  MioMi-     H^bdexdio.  • 

•MfSlZ  MAK  83 

PT  HI  ' 
I A  WASHIHCmr  DG/^I-E2//  ! 

JOUa  HI       I  //J2/'JS/J86//- 
lAGILHI  FT  SHAFIER  HI 


CTt)  BPHaHQA/* 
■DBHA/CDIUISi 
bHraR/AHOMIff 


SBCTIOV  M  or  M  'BAIICKDC  112M 

u  : 
n  : 

C-Jt  :  ;  ••  -  ,  •..  • 

r  18  A  DISTRICT  KAMB.  !• 

Pi 

I  :  ■  ■ 

ZTIOR  DI-E2(«)  :  (I.I 
|V0     maCd)  09-8B(«)  AT(*>  DB-2(*>  DB-^(*)  I»-0D3(*) 
DIA(»> 
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Analyst's  Desk  Memorandum 


SUBJECT  FILE/REFUGEE  NAME;  't^^   -  "'''^^ 

I  V  -   

This  memorandum  ts  an  Informal  record  of  actions  that ^shou1d  be  a  matter -«f 
record  but  does  not  require  an  Immediate  "hard  copy."   Examples  of  Its  use 
Include:    telephone  requests  for  assistance  by  another  agency,  requests  for 
Imagery,  telecons  with  a  source  to  set  up  an  Interview.    Once  entered  Into 
the  computer  data  base  (If  applicable),  the  memo  will  be  filed  In  the 
Identified  case  file. 

The  following  Information  must  be  filled  In: 
CASE  NUMBER:  O^^^ 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:    sAu^/J)    1150^^)   Ca^1^^>SU  (Lo^ 
AGENCY:  i^^  I)JSC;A^i^^>  SOO(i£S 

NOTES/COMMENTS:  jlA  StJH  ^ 


ANALYST: 


PASS  TO    Aisi     FOR  ACTION 
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(     (       NAME  TRACE  REQUEST        f  f 

Date  of  Request:  31  Jul  81  Priority:  Routine 

Collection  Acty  Designator: 6  009 

1.  True  Name:         K/^V*-         I  (606  100) 
Aliases: 

2.  Date  of  Birth:    D         i  3.    Place  of  Birth:.  0 

4.  Sex:  M 

5.  Citizenship:    a.    Present:  Lao  6.    Nationality:  Lao 

b.    Previous:  Lao 

7.  Social  Security  No:  N/A 

8.  Present  Resident:        S>  \ 

9.  Permanent  Address:        o  I 

10.  Past  Residences:  Vientiane,  Laos 

11.  Occupation:  0  1 

12.  Present  Employment:       r)  1 

13.  Past  Employment:  ^  "'  \ 

14.  Record  of  Military  Service:      0     .  —  *  ^ 

15.  Travel  to  and  from  the  United  States:    Numerous  visits  prior  to  1975 

a.  U.S.  Passport  or  Alien  Registration  Number:  UNK 

b.  Date  and  port  of  entry:  UNK 

c.  Mode  of  Travel :  UNK 

16.  Agencies  Checked  in  Field: 

17.  Reason  for  Trace:    Positive  intelligence  lead. 

18.  Remarks:     Desired  information  is  identities  (name,  DPOB)  of     m^h^cJ  j 

immediate  family  members  (spouse  and  children) 
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Memorandum  for  Record  ?  j^:?- 

On  6  January  1983  from  1930-2100  hours  a  DI-E2  analyst,  with  George  Thomas  ,;t 
serving  as  Interpreter,  telephonlcally  Interviewed  SVfi&iKtlCE  <»     •  ; 

residing  In      5S0        .  i     ^  j' 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Interview  was  to  determine  whether  or  not      6S  Pwi' 
has  a  brother  named         hiAMC       iwho  Is  currently  living  In  the  O.S/  A'talb  r^'i? 
refugee  named        ^         {provided  DIA  Information  concerning  his  alleged 
sighting  of  U.S.  PWs  In  Laos  during  either  1977  or  1978.       5C     who  currently  v.- 
lives  in  the  U.S.  later  claimed  that  he  assumed  the  name       50  when  he. 

entered  the  Nong  Khai  refugee  camp  in  Thailand;  but,  he  asserted  that  his  real 
name  is         SO  and  that  his  father,         IJAmC         ia  former  i 

DWA        !.  has  been  imprisoned  by  Lao  authorities  since  1975. 

5C    !  claims  that  he  has  a  brother  named  MA^^^C  who  lives  In  the 

U.S.  and  a  sister  named  jwho  lives  with  her  husband  in  Canada. 

iJ        I  confirmed  that  his  father  is  DWA  i  t  V-J 

iand  that  his  father  has  been  Imprisoned  in  Laos  since  1975.   He  further  \ 
confirmed  that  W/VA^         Hives  in  Canada  and  that  she  is  his  sister. 

Nf       !  stated  that     So     assisted  his  sister  to  escape  Laos 

iand  later     5c-    1  assisted       iJ         himself  to  escape  but     Sc_     is  not 
related  to  the  family  neither  by  blood  or  through  adoption.        nj        i  - 

said  that     So     changed  his  name  frequently  so  that      nJ        does  not  know 

So    ,'s  true  identity;  however,  he  is  certain  that^  they  are  not  related  in 
any  way. 

iJ         did  not  remember  whether  he  or  arrived  in  America  first  but 

jsJ       ! said  that  he  lived  in  the  U.S.  for  nearly  a  year  before  he  and  ! 
had  any  contact.         »sl       received  a  letter  from     Sc     and  later  he 
received  a  phone  call  from      So    In  which      SC-     requested  that  Ni 
send  a  picture  of  his  father  to  him.  stated  that  he  did  not  send 

the  picture  because  he  was  afraid  that     Sc.     would  allow  its  use  in  assisting 
another  refugee  to  escape  Laos.    He  had  had  no  further  contact  with 
other  than  one  letter  and  the  one  phone  call. 

nJ        said_that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  U.S.  PWs  being  detained  in  Laos 

When  queried  as  to     S<^   's  background,      kI         stated  that     5C  visited 
his  home  in  Laos  on  three  occasions  and  that       nJ       's  mother  knew  Sc- 
though       hi        did  not  know  how  or  where  his  mother  met     -SC  . 
later  changed  his  story  and  stated  his  sister      M        met    SC      when  they 
were  held  in  detention  facilities  that  wero.Jocated  next  to  each  other.    He  then 
opined  that    $c      was  visiting  his  sister  but  he  was  not  certain.    In  any 
event,      M        claimed  a  total  lack  of  knowledge  regarding     So     's  background. 

Ni  said  that  he  talked  to  his  sister  In  Canada  and  that  she  advised  him  that 
the  Canadian  police  had  questioned  her  several  months  ago  about     SC  . 

concluded  the  interview  by  emphasizing  that  he  does  not  even  know  where 
Sc     is  living  and  he  does  not  particularly  care. 

When  asked  if  he  would  come  to  Washington  for  additional  questioning  should  it 
become  necessary,  he  replied  "no  we  can  come  to  Dallas." 
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JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  CENTEF 

LIAISON  OFFICE 
AMERICAN  EMBASSY 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  06346 


?W>M:  ■  .  JC|IC-LHB  .  . . -  .■ :         ■  v.  ■  -    21  December 

SUBJ:     Letter  of  Transmittal,  Refugee  Records  for 
Lao  Refugees  nMm6  iand 

TO:        Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
.  Attn:  DI-E2 
Pentagon  Room  1C760 
Washington  DC  20301 


1.     Please  refer  to  the  following: 

a.    l)lA^l^i2  :m»iimii^i^:^G  2:70131Z  NOV  ^| 
subject:  Lao  Refug«ie  SC  {• 


b.     nSDAO  BANGKOK  message,  DT6  200749Z.  D^t  82<,  '* 
subject:  Lao  Refugee 

2.     As  stated  In  Reference  b,  attached  are  copies  of  the 
refugee  files  for  two  Lao  refugees,  KW^Q 

and  hlht*£  .     As  previously 

noted,  fJAJ^  i  Is  probably  not  the 

NSNM€  that  DI-E2  Is  seeking.  Since 

the  person  being  sought  has  been  resettled  In  ^ 
Canada,  thl*  fiSf -^l^iftft  -the  .l*dk*df«**^  f  ll:e '^In^ttttf^*^^ 
U.S.  Refugee  Office. 


Af Aef$T 

JCRC  Liaison  Officer 

At£ached: 
as  stated 

Copy  to: 
HQ  JCRC 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGEHCE  AGENCY  STAFF  SUMMARY  SHEET  H1901/DX-B2 


RPUTC  TO 

ACTION 

OniaiNATOM  (3ya*«0 

TELCPHONK  NO 

DATE 

1, 

PD 

Coord 

DI-E2 

X50501 

2. 

Slan 

^ a?  DEC  1982 

ACTION  OFPKCR 

MONATURC 

TVPCD  ORAOK  AND  SU 

RNAMC 

^  \ 

paf 

•UBi 

ICT 

Request  for  HCingOO 


NKMARKt 

1.  PORPOSE;    Request  MeTttop  verify 
existence  of  U.S.  PWs  in  Laos. 

2.  BACKGROUND;    In  July  1981,  DIA  was  contacted  by  a  Lao  refugee 
who  currently  resides  in  the  U.S.    The  refugee  claiais  to  have  seen 
six  Caucasian  prisoners  near  Muong  Khoua,  Laos  in  the  1977/1978  time 
period.    The  refugee  was  interviewed  and  given  a  polygraph  examination 
during  28-30  July  1981  and  reinter viewed  and  given  another  polygraph 
examination  during  15-18  November  1982.    Both  polygraph  examinations 
showed  no  deception  regarding  the  refugee's  claimed  sighting  of  six 
Caucasians  and  his  claim  that  he  was  told  they  were  U.S.  PWS. 

3.  DISCUSSION:    Despite  two  detailed  interviews  with 
the  refugee,  we  have  not  be  able  to  determine  the  precise  location 
of  the  alleged  U.S.  PHs.    Essentially,  his  story  is  that  he  was  in 

a  convoy  of  three  trucks  traveling  to  a  military  facility  near  Muong 
Rhoua.    He  claims  that  upon  their  arrival  at  the  facility  their 
convoy  entered  an  area  of  the  camp  that  was  restricted  and  when. they 
were  turning  their  truck  around  to  leave  the  area,  as  directed,  he 
saw  in  the  front  right  side  door  mirror  five  or  six  Caucasians  ac- 
companied by  an  armed  guard  walking  behind  his  truck.    The  observation 
was  a  fleeting  one  lasting  perhaps  15  or  20  seconds.    He  was  told 
by  a  Pathet  Lao  that  the  six  white  men  were  U.S.  PWs  and  that  there 
were  about  50  U.S.  PWs  in  the  area,   (see  map) 


4.  CONCLUSION;    While  there  are  .discrepancies  in  the  refugee's, 
story,  these  discrepancies  do  not  relate  to  the  sighting  itself  and 
two  independent  polygraph  examinations  tend  to  support  his  sighting 
of  six  white  men.    Additional  investigation  is  required  to  resolve 
this  sighting  /uien:tOt> 

5.  ;  RECOMMENDATION;    That  the  facing  letter  be  signed. 
^^r^^cf^  t-CK^e-c  ^^cc  J-^y.  *:yf^  ^<y^        MGTltoO      2  t- 


DIA  FOiM  1    OCTOBER  1962  f 


oiAR  ia>« 
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ROUTIK '    "    .«    2007492  DEC        ZYW  RUNTBtM647  35407S0 

FN  USOW  BMGIOK 

TO    DIA  mSHIKTOi  K//DI-C2// 

UFO  JCK  BMBERS  PT  HI 

CMCPAC  HtMOLULU  HI//JZ/J3/JM// 

MO0ASSY  VIEMTMK 

|BMGI0Ce4»47 

CITI:  \j418  MC  82. 

SUU:  UOttFUBFf  ^  )<«*: 

REF:    0U/DI-E2  NS6.  DT6  270131Z  nv  82. 

1.  I  KF  MESSAGE  KKWTED  PaVGRAPH  RESULTS  OF  SUUEa 
REFUGEE.  REF  FURTHER  REQUESTED  THAT  ME  OBTAH  AND 
FORMARD  COPIES  OF  REFUGEE  FILES  FflB  n  AM)  DAUGHTER  OF 
LAO  POLICE  GENERAL        A/  NAMELY  // 

|AND  A/ 

2.  I  HE  HAVE  LOCATED  A  FILE  FOR  ^ 

(NOn  VARIATION  IN  SPEUING).  T-10US7.  DKB! 
8  JULY  61.  VIETIAK.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  FIU.  P 
IS  THE  SON  OF  LAO  POLICE  GENERAL  UUMSENG  VORASANE.  HE 
DEPARTED  THAILAV  FOR  THE  U.S.  ON  28  AUGUST  1980. 
SPONSORING  AGENCY  HAS  INTERNATIONAL  RESCUE  CONUTTEE.. 

>  Louu  .sFuciUi  ms  LUTtO  AS 
vmvk  (UK  unai.  WR  CUAR):       ^Jl^e,   I     I  . 

3.  i  INTERESTINGLY.      A/       FILE  LISTS  NO  SISTER 
NAMED      A/       |TH£  FILE  SPECIFICALLY  LISTS  EIGHT 
SIBLINGS.  ALL  LXkEPT  STILL  RESIDING  IN  LAOS. 
AND  INDICATES  THERE  ARt  RU  UlHtK  SIBLINGS.  FURTHER. 
THERE  IS  NO  SIBLING  NAMED     AJ      (COMMENT:  REGARDING 

A/  THE  POSSIBILITY  EXISTS  THAT  CHOSE 
NOT  TO  MENTION  A  SISHR  ALREADY  IN  CANADA  TO  AVOID  BEING 
RESEHLEO  THERE  HIMSELF.) 

4.  I  HE  HAVE  ALSO  LOCATED  A  FILE  FOR  A  YOUNG  LADY 
NAMED  A/  (THE  ONLY  NAME  SIMILAR  TO 

/V  I  SHE  IS  IDENTIFIED  BY  NUMBER 

EPP  /»r  .  OPOB    />T         VIENTIANE.  AND  ARRIVED  IN 
THE  UNIIED  STAUS,  VICE  CANADA.  ON/ABOUT  Z7r 
HER  LOCAL  SPONSOR  HAS    V  i  t'u 

REVEREND    /\jf^£^  lM<rm 

Z^J^-rjf-  ircORDING  TO  HER  FILE.  HEN  FATHER  IS 

wuwf        A//^^   HHO  HAS  AT  THAT  TIME  LIVING  IN 
J?>rT>T  IT  APPEARS  THAT  THIS  LADY  IS  NOT 

THt  PtKJUN  Ui-U  U  iHTERESTED  IN. 

5.  I  HE  ARE  FORHARDING  COPIES  OF  FILES  FOR  BOTH 
fj  AND  a/  BY  SEPARATE 

LLIItK. 

;  BT 


ACTiof;  5!-;?;;)  (i-.i'.j. :,:.-) 
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SECDEF:(1)  SEC0EF(9)  USOP(IS)  ASOrPAd)  OI-E(l) 
NMIC(l)  OS(l)  0S-3B(1)  SK(1)  AT(1)  AT-X(l)  DIO(l) 
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OUTGOING 


PMEII  «$•«? 
rtliru  ASSIOED  IT  N»: 

MIS  (11.  iiiini, 

SHJECI  MSIGKI  lYNSS: 

Ks,  tiK  Kill,  tarn,  icrwEE.  ikkjcs.  se  «si«, 
iiciioaMyi  o,  PMriiii 

K  U7  »l  m  JU  317  Sn  7»  ISC 
me-MITMllilBC  RMKI: 
IM-II3JS( 

CKI  •  RSSSIS     NCI  •  11331/1032     TN  •  I2331I13I 

I  I7n32Z  NOV  n 

FN  ll«  WSIIICTM  DC//DI-EI// 

IP  gSSM  OIIMM  CA 


KfS:  L  III  NSC  lit  »14S»  DEC  II,  SHJ:  SM 

I.  ISIM  OnilM  NSC  lie  tll)4SZ  FH  tt,  SDUi  SM 

e.  Ill  NSC  lie  itnuz  fei  n,  suu:  sm 

I.  0SMO  OTIMM  mC  lie  1S1S73Z  NM  12,  SM:  SM 
E.  Ill  NSC  Die  n22S3Z  Mill  12,  S«U:  SM 
.   F.  ISIM  Onim  mC  IIC  271S2S7  Mil  12,  SHJ:  SM 

1.  ImiKPEIIOI  M-ilNWnilltEHTEtVIECD  I 
MD  MMUtSTEIEI  MOIIEI  POlTaun  EXMIUIIW.  MCE  AGUI  1 
SIOVEI  NO  KCEPIIM  II  KSHMSE  10  WESIIMS  COKaillC  IIS  SICITiNC 
IF  (6I»  UITE  NEI  KM  NDOK  noi  IN  I  PIUKI IM  ni  CMT  Ml  IIS 
KIK  ICID  IT  n  SailEIS  lUI  IK  SIX  ipiIE  NEI IHE  MEIICMS.  . 
WKWI  ICAIN,  KCEPIIM  MS  IMIMIEI  MEN  K  ftllKI  10  K  IK  SON 
V    iJ^Aif       IMD  KCEPIIOH  WS  IMIMIEI  «£l  K  ClAINEI  IIS 
lUE  NME  US  [  WiEOKI,  DMIIG  IIS  INnWIEK  K 
IKISIEI  lUI  K  IS  «  MOnEI  ff     |j»w«e-        |MI  (J>^£j 

\    sc-  IHM  MVISEI IMI  «  miO  OF  UN  IM  KEN  MOH  10 
KOPIE  CLOSE  TO  IK  Mi^flFMIlY  Ml  lUT  TMSE  MH)  SMf  IIS  PIOTO 
KIIEI TUI  K  IMS  I  KHKI  OF  IK  FMIIY.  NEKIIIEIESS.   **-  \ 
SINY  KMIKI  UNCIMCEI.   <>c  jllSO  HIHI  rail  SINCE  IIS  MIIWl  IN 
IK  HITEI  SIAIES  K  US  MI  IM  A  SIKIE  CWIACI  VIII  EITKI 
U*m,t,  lot  u&fK*'    IffllS  IN  INCONSISIEHI  VIII  KF  fl.  AI  NO 
TIK  MS       ^VME  IIAT  ||AS  KEN  INHIVIEKI  ON 

niS  NAIIEI IVI  II  Vmi  lAK  KEI  KIT  ISEFVl  10  lAK  CONFMNIEI  UN 

vin  HIS  FACi. 

2.  I  SINCE  hcAm  IMICAIEI  M  KCEPIIM  ON  IVO  POlYCtA'l  EXAN- 
lUIIMS  CONCEUINC  IIS  SICNIINC  OF  SIX  CANCASIM  PVS  IN  LAOS  KSPIIE 

IIS  AcnoviEoeEi  itinc  n  oiki  issks,  k  nusi  emmsi  ail  possike 

lEMS  CONCEUINC  IIS  SIMIINC  AM  IIS  lACKCIOOM.  IMS  ANOIIEI 
KINIEtVIEV  VIII    N¥k-,e^         1  IS  KCKSIEI  AS  SON  AS  POSSIKE 
10  KSOIK  IK  FOllOVIIC: 

A.  mi  SK  POSSESS  POSH  IK  PMOF  AS  10  Kl  iKrim  1  y-l 
MHIIS  10  FAISIFTINC  IIS  IKNTIIT  10  CEI  IMOOa  KFVCEE  CIANKIS.I 

I.     IVIU  SK  PMVIK  FANIIT  OOCHCNTS  INCIMINC  FAHIIT 
PICIHES  TO  IISPIOK        ICIAIH  10  K  A  KIBEI  OF  lEI  FAHim 

C.       iVIT  ISSKWVIIIINGIOIETUSCOKIONI  iO-lMOITIIS 
ailH  10  KING  Kl  NOIKn 

I.  lAK  Kl  PMVIK  IK  AMESS  AND  PNOK  RMKI  OF  lEI 
noIKI  H^t^  I  mo  KPMIEKT  KSIKS  IN  IK  O^-m  |l 


'     E.     [IS  SK  IN  CONTACI  VIII  Kl  NOIKI  VM  AllECERT  KNAIIl  II  ^ 
lAOSt  IF  SO,  VOmi  Kl  HOIKI  PIOVIK  A  SIA1EKNI  M  EVIKNCE  -VtCt 
MKI IISPMVE  h»  jClAINt  >r^ 
F.     ^  it-  [Mm  K  VAS  'ANPTET  IT  IK  Htm*^  jFMIlT.  ttfl 

m  M**^  jmiii         Ji  4  :.  , 

c.   ]iAS  *«^]e«i  uvei  vin  IK  A;*^MrjHim  ias  ; 

EKI  IM  M  EXIEOED  VISIT  VIH  TK  |./*«o|FAHIIT7  '--^ 

I.     I MIAII  Kl  nOIKt'S  ADOKSS  II  LAOS.  J 

I.       4^  IClAinS  K  ADOPTED  IK  lANE  OF  |VIH  IE 

EIIEKI  TIE    O*-^  IkFOCEE  CAHP  II TIAIIAM  II  »7t/»7S.  IT«AT 

NAK  DID  n*-<-  Inov     \ma  iky  kk  in  vk  sane  KIEIIIOI 

FMIUm 

J.     I  MIAII  Kl  CMKNI  ADOKSS  AM  PIOK'NIMKI. 

I.  \ma  AND  HIT  VAS  HAm€\mim  AM  WU  AM  HIT  VAS 
SK  lElEASED  HON  KIEIIIMT..  f  Tl  « IpilNS  SIL  VAS  AttESJEO  ON 
TK  CnONDS  SK  MS  COIIG  TO  FIEE  LAOS  MI  IK  KAl  KASM  VAS  IIAT 
SK  KFVSED  10  PMIICIPAIE  II  $E»I%  ACIIVtIT  VITI  A  PI  SOlliEI. 

lAlSO  ailSI  SIE  US  SIX  NONINS  PtECNANT  HEN  PIACEI  II  TK !  ^..^ 
KIEniM  FACIlin.  K  SIAIED  IIAT  WEN  IK  IMT  HAS  MU  IN  A  i<l%l 
lOSPITAL  Kl  HOIKI  KOKSIEI  SIE  NOT  K  KTMNED  TO  TK  KTENI1M  ^'.^^ 
FKIIITT  AM  IK  ABUMIIIES  ACKEO  TO  IIAT  KOKST.-'  K'  jdAINT  ' 
HAT  TK  IMT  IS  NOV  K INC  lAISEI  IT  maa.*.  IWHEI  II  lAOS. 

I.     IMEN  VAS  Sc.  lElEASED  FMM  IK  KnUlM  FACIlim  HKI 
AM  HIT  MS  K  AttESTEDT 

N.     llOV  OFTEN  DID  IKT  SEE  EACI  OIKI  AFIU  TKT  DOH  IM  KEI 
KIEASEI  FMH  IK  KTENIION  rACIllTYT  ^ 

I.      {MY  DID  •>MaS$IST  »i«»M<.|IOFlEElAO»  OIIAII  KIAUS  . 
AM  CIICWSIANCES  OF  Kl  ESCAPE.   HEN  AM  lOV  III  IKT  ESCAPE,  WEK 
III  TKT  CO  ONCE  IKT  KACKI  IIAIIAH.  ETCT 

0.     |HEI      IWS  KIEASED  FMH  t»rm  IHEK  III  K  CO  FMH 
TKKT 

P.     [MCS  SK  KMV  IlE  Fllll  IKITIIIES  OF  IL^      AM  ^/  f 
IF  SO,  MES  SK  (NOV  TIE  II  CHKNI  AODK^  M  PHK  NttEIS. 

0.  I II  Kl  PAST  INIEWIEVS  HAS  SK  OKSII<MEI  IN  IM  N 
ENGIISIT 

1.  |IAS  ^j,«^«.|KCEIKD  A  lEIIEl  FMH  v^jSINCE  «-  tCAK 
TO  TK  I.S.f  IF  SO,  niAIN  A  COPT  IF  POSSIKE. 

3.       ISNOIll  TOM  KinEIVIEV  Vm      t^ik^f  {SMFACE 
AMIIIMAl  MESIIOHS/AIEAS  OF  INIEKST  TO  IltS  NAIIEI,  KOKST  TOO 
KKIOP  HAT  IKMNAIIW  AS  KEHED  APPHPtlAIE.  APPKCIAH  TOUl 
COOPEUIIM  II  HIS  NAIIEI. 
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IJKCT  AM 


SUBJKCT  ASSIONCO  BV  MSS:  .  ,  . 

oat.  oiA.  wcyi-.  canaoa,  neruoee.  ruckjcs.  sc  asia. 

OICTIONARYt    M.  PROPIkEt 

•■   IST  2SS  299  SIS  317  3S2 

NMXC>AUTCX>tN  MSa,  NUMBCRi  ^,  ^i^' 

'    '.SSS-'IM'SSS  ~       -  -  V^" 

eOSN  -  NS88I7         MCN  -  S2SSI/S^SS«         TOR  >  SMS) St M    .      !  i?/^ 

■.R  a7»isiz  NOV  sa  .  . .    .      ..  •.     — . 

rM  OZA  WASHINOTON  DC/zoi-ea// 

TO  RUMTBK/USOAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO//  • 

INPO  RUHQBPA/COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

RUHOHOA/CXNCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/JS//  '  .  r.  - 

RUMJPS/AMKMB   VZtNTIANE  ^A 

SUBJi      LAO  REPUate         &»^<CA.  I  (AKAi       50>>«c«.'  ^         |   ■  ^ 

REPSi      A.      DXAy'DX-7C  MSO.    DTQ   l4te41Z  DEC  SI,    SUBJi  SAB 

m.      USDAO  BANaKOK  MSO  OTO  aSBSSSZ  DEC  SI,    SUBJi  SAB 

1.  I  So^<cC^  WAS  REXNTERVXEWED  BY  DIA  ANO  QXVEN  ANOTHER 
-POtYSRAPH  EXAMXNATXON  DURXNQ  THE  PERXOO  -14-lS  NOV'Sa  -REaAROZNO*HZS- ' ' 

ALLEOeO  SIOHTINQ  OP  •  U.  S.    PWS  XN  IS77/7S  NEAR  MUON«  KHOUA.  AOAZN 
THERE  WAS  NO  DECEPTION  XNOXCATED  WHEN  HE  ANSWERED  YES  TO  OUESTXONS 
-OXO  HE   SEE   WHXTE  MEN  XN  A  OBTENTXON  CAMP  NEAR  MUONQ  KHOUA"    AND  "WAS 
-'Hii^OLO  THAT  THEY  WERE  U.S.    PWS."      HOWEVER,    AOAXN  DECEPTION  WAS 
ZNDXCATBO  WHEN  HE  ANSWERED  THAT  HXS  TRUE  NAME   IS  dc*C«A-  i- 

AND  WHEN  HE  CLAXMEO  TO  BE  THE  SON  OP  Wf^iT 

I       OURINO  HXS   ZNTERVXEWS   HE   CLAIMS  THAT  HE   HAS  NOT  CONTACTEO.' 
EITHER  N*mt  TWHO  RESIDES  XN     0«im      OR  HER  BROTHER 

u^Hmc  WHO  resides  in  the  D*ml    this  xs  at  variance 

WITH   FnPORMATION  OBTAINED  FROM        fittm*  L       WHEN  CONPRONTCD 

WITH  THE   PACT  THAT  PEOPLE   CLOSE   TO  THE     Uttm*^     |  FAMILY  HAD  VIEWED 
HXS  PHOTO  ANO  STATED   THAT  HE    ZS  NOT  A  MEMBER  OP"  THE      M*^<'  TpaMILV. 

4e«    RESOLUTELY  CONTINUES   TO  INSIST   THAT  HE   IS.        «>c^     CONTINUES  TO 
CLAZli  THAT  THE   NAME   UNDER   WHICH  HE   WAS .PROCESSED  POR  ENTRY  TO  THE 
U.S..  td<'<c.C^  li     IS   FALSE   THOUOH  HE   PULLY  UNDERSTANDS  THAT  HE 

COULD  BE  DEPORTED  BECAUSE   OF   HIS  CLAIM. 

2.  TOBVIOUSLY   WE    ARE   PERPLEXED   SINCE   NO  DECEPTION  WAS  INDICATED 
RBOAROINO  HIS   ALLEOEO   SIOHTXNO  OF   U.  S.     PWS  ON  TWO  SEPARATE  POLYQRAPH 
EXAMINATIONS  ADMINISTERED  OVER   A   YEAR   APART   ANO  YET  ACKNOWLEDBSS, 
AND  WE  KNOW  THAT  HE  HAS  LIED  ON  OTHER   ISSUES.      THEREFORE  WE  MUST 
PURSUE  .THIS  MATTER  UNTIL    IT   IS  RCSOLVFO. 

3.  WE  INTEND  TO  REINTERVXEW  titf^e  I  IN    »AYtt  (AND 
XP   WE   CAN  LOCATE   HER   BROTHER,     REPORTEDLY   IN    OATi^  \     INTERVIEW  HIM 
ALSO.       TO  ASSIST  US   IN  THIS  MATTER.    REQUEST   YOU  OBTAIN  AND  FORWARD. 
TO  OX-E2   THE   REFUOEE   PILES  OF     |JA««»r        [AND       UtAwArf"  1 
ALLEOEOLY  THEY  ARRIVED  XN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  OOMOCILES  IN  !•••. 
APPRECIATE   YOUR  CONTINUINQ  ASSISTANCE    XN  THIS  MATTER. 

RT  I  . 
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Memorandum  for  Record  22  November  1982  . 

SOBJBCTt    Alleged  Sighting  of  Six.  U.S.  PITs  in  Laos 

Background: 

[On  23  June  1981,  Mr.  /u  ;  a  full-time  employee  with 

the  New  Mexico  Air  National  Guard,  advised  DIA  that  he  received  a 
call  from  a  Lao  teadher  known  to  him  as  V  who  teaches  inr  ;    V  iv 

Albuquerque.        ss        (*>ld     a/        ,that  a  Lao  refugee  named  si5fu4^^);/C;;I;> 

1   "l  had  observed  a  group  of  tail  Caucasians  in  Attopeu  Province r 

TaosT  in  April  1980. 

I  On  17  July  1981,  the  refugee  was  telet^onically  contacted  by  DIA. 
He  claimed  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Lua|tg.  , 
'  Prabang  Province  in  April  1980  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet 
Lao  (PL)  field  unit  (see  attached  map) .    S<^  1  claimed  that  a  PL  soldier 
told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PHs  detained  in  that  area  and  that 
the  six  white  persons  were  U.S.  PWs. 

I  During  28-30  July  1981,  DIA -Interviewed  ^  tin  Washington,  D.C 
<,c^  I  advised  that  he  assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his 
processing  through  the  refugee  system.    He  then  claimed  his  true  name 
to  be        hi^t  ^  the  youngest  son  of  a  former 

I- 

I  The  polygraE^  examination  administered  to         lin  July  1981  indi- 
cated that         I  was  not  deceptive  when  he  asserted  seeing  white  PWs 
and  that  he  had  been  told  by  PL  soldiers  these  white  men  were  Americans. 


ISminutefiT  Trbm  an  approximate  distsince  of^  15- yards. 

Subsequent  Events  : 

I  To  date  DIA  has  been  ui|gble  to  Ioca<te  any  of  the  friends  who  Sc  -| 
claims  can  verify  his  sighting. 

iWe  were  successful  in  locating  the  daughter  of  the 

who   ^c.  iclaims  is  his  father.    She  claimed  that   sc^  lassisted 
her  and  her  husband  to  escape  Laos  into  Thailand  but  that  he  definitely 
is  not  part  of  her  family.    She  claimed  that  she  met         | in  a  reeducation 
camp  while  they  were  working  on  a  work  detail.    She  asserted  that 
he  visited  her  at  her  home  approximately  four  times  subsequent  to  — 
their  release  from  the  camp.    She  knew  him  as  I.    She  also 
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informed  the  interviewers  that  ^    |had  called  her  and  her  brother » 
who  resides  in  the  D.S.,  and  attempted  to  get  a  photo  of  her  father 
to  assist  him  in  his  "resistance  activities"  but  both  she  and  her 
brother, declined  to  provide  the  photo.    She  described       ^c^  [as 
a  "fl|i^pg|pi^%!iaf%one^^ho  llrfrTrTfhr  r Tt rnlTf ffffOr  M n  nnFhUBt'T" 
i^r  a  reporter  of  fact.    Onfortunately,  she  would  not  allow  any  0?" 
the  information  which  she  provided  to  us  to  be  attributed  to  her.^^ 

"  I  During  15-18  November  1982,  Iwas  reinterviewed  and  giveiT't 

another  polygraph  examination.    During  his  interviews  he  claimed  that 
he  has  not  contacted  the  daughter  or  son  of  mv^^^iT  1  /  ~ 

since  his  arrival  in  the  O.S.    He  insists  that  he  is  the  son  of  the  t.-^^^^- 
N^*n£  I  and  when  confronted  with  the  fact  that  persons  )^^^: 

who  knew  the  A/i^.nc  1  had  denied  his  being  wn^e  - 

son  the  refugee  stated  we  could  believe  what  we  want.    He  claims  that  1^- 
the  convoy  consisted  of  three  trucks  and  not  six  as  previously  reported. 
He  claimed  that  he  saw  the  five  or  six  white  men  for  less  than  a  minute 
(part  of  that  time  through  the  mirror  attached  to  the.  front  door  of 
the  truck  in  which  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  front  right  seat).  He 
now  states  the  distemce  between  he  and  the  white  men  was  approximatei:s^#' 
five  meters.  ? 

1  There  was  lio^^'^deia^tiorb^  indicated  to  the  following  questions  asked 
of  the  refugee  during  his  polygraph  examination: 

a.  Did  you  see  any*^white  m^  in  that  detention  camp  a 
fKhoa?    ANS:  Yes 

b.  Did  you  see  emy^white 'meii'^in  that  detention  camp  at^''KtMB9' 
vJChpa  between  1977-1978?    ANS:  *Xe8 


sogepi 
i^mer 


fcans?    ANS:  Yes 

d.    Did  you  talk  to  any  of  these  white  men  at  Muong  Khoa  detention^ 
center?    ANS:  No 

Did  you  lie  to  U.S.  authorities  about  your  family?  ANS: 
No 


Deception  was  indicated  to  the  following  questions: 

a.  Is  your  father       r^^^r  |?    ANS:  Yes 

b.  Is  your  true  neune      u/\vv,c  ?    ANS;  Yes 

When  asked  the  question  "Are  you  presently  working  for  any  foreign 
government  or  group?"  he  answered  "No".    The  polygraph  exeuniners 
judged  the  answer  to  be  inconclusive. 
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(  )  DI-B2  will  continue  attempts  to  locate  the  friends « who 

allegedly  also  saw  the  U.S.  PWs.    Based  on  the  recent  interview  of 
source,  a  detailed  Oi^-rv^r  [is  underway.  j^t^t  | 

daughter  will  be  reilnterviewed  in  o^rri  \  and  all:^eads  develL'<^d  iwil|L^ 
be  pursued.- -v  '  ■  '  ■  •  '^^-M 
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DETAILS t 

1.  I  This  investigation  was  initiated  by  the  Coanander,  AFOSI  District  4, 
Andrews  AFB  (AAFB),  MD,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  results  of  a  polygraph 
examination  administered  to  SUBJECT,  as  requested  by  DIA  and  approved  by  HQ  AFOSI 
on  17  Nov  82.  .  —  , 

2.  j  On  17  Nov  82,  j,  DIA,  was  interviewed,  by  the  writer,  and 
provided  the  following  information! 

In  1977-78,  while  at  the  Huong  iOioa  Detention  Center  (HKDC),  Laos,  SUBJECT  is 
alleged  to  have  seen  six  white  men  in  chains  at  the  center.  SUBJECT  alleges  that 
he  was  told  by  a  PATHET  LAO  that  the  vhite  men  were  Americans.    A      I  related  that 
SUBJECT  states  that  he  only  saw  the  men  for  approximately  one  minute.  SUBJECT 
still  claims  to  be  the  son  of  Ut^^f  |. 

According  to    ^      |SUBJECT  alleges  that  he  assumed  the  name'   ta^^c^c  |when  he  ' 

received  a  false  identity  card  prior  to  entering  the  TJf.S. 

3.  I  On  17  Nov  82,  SUBJECT  was  administered  a  ploygraph  examination  by  the 
writer  and  SA  JAMES  MORRISON,  DOD  Certified  Polygraph  Examiner.  Prior  to  the  exami- 
nation SUBJECT  signed  a  Statement  of  Consent  to  a  Polygraph  Examination  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  GEORGE  THOMAS,  Interpreter.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Statement 
was  translated  into  Laotian  by  THOMAS  and  SUBJECT  acknowledged  understanding. 
During  the  pre-test  interview  SUBJECT  repeated  essentially  the  same  information 
provided  earlier  to    AN  !•  He  stated  that  he  saw  six  idiite  men,  in  chains,  at  MKDC 
sometime  in  1977-1978.  He  overheard  camp  personnel  identify  them  as  Americans.  He 
was  further  told  by  a  PATHEL  LAO  that  the  men  were  Americans.  He  related  that  he 
could  not  comment  as  to  their  physical  condition  due  to  the  limited  view  that  he 
had  and  the  short  time  span  (one  minute)  that  he  observed  them.  In  regards  to  his 
identity  Sl(BJECT  states  that  the  name      ^d^'ccx-  |  is  a  false  name.  He  states 
that  in  1980  he  was  given  an  identity  card  with  that  name  by  Mr.  LOUAN  and  has 
used  that  name  during  his  processing  for  entry  into  the  U.S.  The  following  are  the 
relevant  questions  asked  and  the  answers  given: 

a.  Did  you  see  any  white  men  in  that  detention  camp  at  Muong  Khoa?    Ans:  Yes 

b.  Did  you  see  any  white  men  in  that  detention  camp  at  Muong  Khoa  between 
1977-1978?    Ans:  Yes 


c.  Did  someone  at  that  detention  camp  tell  you  those  white  men  were 
Americans?    Ans:  Yes 

d.  .  Did  you  talk  to  any  of  those  white  men  at  Muong  Khoa  Detention  Center? 
Ans:  No 


After  an  analysis  of  the  charts  produced  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Examiners 
that  there  was  no  deception  indicated  in  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  the  above  relevant 
questions. 

Following  the  first  test  SUBJECT  was  able  to  narrow  down  the  alleged  sightings  - 
to  approximately  Aug-Sep  77.  This  assumption  was  derived  at  via  the  following 
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8204D479-14  ' 

nethodt  SUBJECT  was  incarcerated  in  a  reform  school  in  Apr  76.  Approximately  16: 
months  later  he  arrived  at  KM62.  His  arrival  at  KM62  would  be  approxiaately  Aug 
77.  He  was  assigned  to  KM62  for  approximately  one  month.  During  that  one  month  he 
went  to  the  MKDC  and  observed  the  Americans.  In  relation  to  his  identity  SUBJECT 
provided  a  different  spelling  of  his  name  than  the  one  previously  reported.  Accord- 
ing to  SUBJECT  his  name  is  spelled      So-xc^  t  vice    i>oJK*^  liJ  je  ijidi- 
cated  also  that  he  has  a  sister,       tJi/m^k             ^  currently  residing  in  o^m-  1> 
He  has  had  no  form  of  contact  with  her  since  1980.  SUBJECT  stated  that  he  also  has 
a  brother                      1  residing  in  the  ^i^rvt  |He  could  provide  no  information  as  to 
addresses  or  phone  numbers  concerning  his  sister  or  brother.  He  advised  that  he 
did  have  his  sister's  address  at  one  time,  however,  it  w^  stolen,  along  with  other 
documents,  during  the  last  year. 

A  second  series  was  conducted  to  establish  SUBJECT'S  identity.  The  following' 
are  the  relevant  questions  asked  and  the  answers  given: 

e.  Is  your  father      Mi^Mie  I?    Ansi  Yes 

f .  Is  your  true  name      i«u<oc-  1?    Ans:  Yes  .  . 

g.  Did  you  lie  to  U.S.  authorities  about  your  family?    Anst  Ho 

h.  Are  you  presently  working  for  any  foreign  government  or  group?    Ans:  No' 

After  analysis  of  the  charts  produced  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Examiner  that. 
there  was  deception  indicated  at  question  e  and  f ;  no  deception  indicated  at 
question  g;  inconclusive  results  at  question  h.  During  the  post-test  interview 
SUBJECT  continued  to  state  that  he  was       ':>os><^        |.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Examiner  that  further  testing  of  SUBJECT  in  regards  to  his  identity,  would  be  non- 
productive. In  that  SUBJECT  has  been  interviewed  extensively  concerning  his  back- 
ground, administered  two  polygraph  tests,  is  possibly  adopted,  and  is  currently 
utilizing  an  admitted  fake  name  (     t>oa<c.«^       1)  conclusive  results  via  further 
polygraph  testing  would  be  highly  Improbable. 

All  data  pertaining  to  the  above  polygraph  examination  is  being  retained  in 
the  files  of  HQ  AFOSI  and  will  be  made  available  for  review  to  -proper  authority 
upon  request. 


STATUS:  CLOSED 
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 12-57235-82/_ 

TOt  (ATTN:  auachst  DATE:  g 


SUBJECT:        Continuing  Search  of  the  Muang  Khoua  Area 


1.  REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT:  COUNTRY:  VM 


2.  INSTALUTION  INFORMATION: 


C«»Coof|<i:  Map/Chart  Rtf:  , 

VIC  21-05-OOM  See  para  6 

102-3 1-OOB 


J.  ._DATA:   

Available  from  the  undersigned  _  datzX-    analyst  upon  request. 


lAM  11-57200/ 22  Nov  82 
JAM  09-53236   10  Sep  82 


a.  This  report  Is  an  Interim  response  to  the  reference  requirement. 

b.  The  area  around  Muang  Khoua  was  again  searched  for  a  detention  facility  or  a 
compound  resembling  that  described  by  the  souroe  In  this  case.    The  search  vas 
primarily  of  the  area  east  of  j4uang  Khoua  along  the  Nam  Ou  River  and  north  and 
east  along  Route  19  as  far  as  the  Houay  Houp  (VIC  21-11-OON  102-il8-00B)  Bridge 
over  the  Nam  Noua  River.  

c.  While  there  are  two  compounds  whioh  could  be  detentioo  facilities,  albeit  with 
light  security,  nothing  which  fits  the  precise  description  (three  types  of  fencing, 
a  pond,  a  mountain,  and  a  cave)  given  by  the  source  can  be  located. 

d.  Two  problems  are  limiting  the  reliability  with  idii^h  a  conclusion  can  be 
made  concerning  the  source *s  report  first:  ^^*C?Jv_ 


DW*.  the  total  lack  of  any  detail  or  preoisioo  in 

the  source's  report. 

e.    It  is  Impossible  to  tell  at  this  point  where  the  source  made  his  sighting  or 
where  the  compound  that  was  his  actual  destination  actually  was.    It  would  seem 
logical  that  the  source  travelled  east  of  Muang  Khoua  on  Route  19  as  this  is  the 
primarily  line  of  communication  in  the  area  but  this  cannot  be  determ&HAd  fi*o"  bitf 
reporting. 
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f .  As  an  interim  soulution  this  analyst  will  review  tapes  of  the  most  reeent 
source  interview  to  attempt  to  glean  some  olue  as  to  where  the  source  is 
referring. 

g.  Additional      _    DPtUb,  has  been  ordered  althou^  until  it  is  reviewed 

its  value  in  this  effort  remains  imder  undetermined. 

6.  Map/Chart  Reference: 

ONC  J-11 
TPC  J-11A 

JOO  (Ground,  Air,  and  Radar  Series  1501  NF  48-9 

USATC  Series  200  0617-17 

USAMS  Series  L7015  5451  II,  5551  III 

7.  PRODOCT  QOALITY  FEEDBACK  REQUEST:   

In  order  to  provide  you  with  more  timely,  accurate,  and  complete  reports  I  encourage 
your  critical  review  of  this  report.    Please  pafls  any  coooents  you  feel  necessary. 

8.  AHALTST:  A^lOOfy   ~  \  


829 


DI.E2   (ATTII:_^.^^   JJ^J^L 


TOt  IM7»  22  NovMber  1982 

FROM,  DATW 


SUBJECT:    Study  of  the  Nuang  Khoua  Area   '  ' 

—  COUNTIIV:  VM 


2.  INSTALUTION  INFOMIATION: 


Om  eMr«t:  Ma^/Clurt  IM: 

Vic  21-05-OON   102-31-OOE       See  para  6 


9  OATA: 

Available  from  the  undersigned.    OrtiA  analyst  upon  request 


TW!7_.iwr»-09-53236-81/  t>«»w  subject:  Alleged  Detention  Facility  in 
Northern  Laos  dated  TO  September  1981 


ANALYSIS/COMMENTS : 


a.  This  report  satisfies  the  reference  requirement. 

b.  Enclosures  were  hand  carried  to  d/9_ta  analyst  on  12  November  1982  and 
annotated  for  him  at  his  spaces. 

c.   A«o.rk^.M4TL.        .  was  given  a  briefing  at  iy»T»  on  10  Novend)er  1982 

using  several  coverages  of  the  subject  area. 

d.  A  search  of  the  area  east  of  Muang  Khoua  out  to  approximately  15  NM  was 
conducted  and  the  results  were  the  same  as  a  search  conducted  In  August  and 
September  of  1981. 

e.  No  facility  or  compound  resembling  the  one  described  by  the  source  could  be 
firmly  Identified.   A  more  detailed  description  of  the  location  and  layout  of 
such  a  facility  will  be  required  before  a  determination  can  be  made  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  facility  described  by  the  source  exists  in  or  hear  Huang  Khoua. 

f.  Two  areas  were  pointed  out  to    Av»i      during  the  10  November  1982  briefing 
that  could  serve  as  the  base  of  the  source's  report,  if  he  actually  visited 
Muang  Khoua.    The  one  in  vie  21-04-OON   102-34-OOE        i>at^—  *  settlement, 
possibly  a  hill  tribe  village  considering  its  location  on  secondary  slopes. 
The  other  in  vie  21-12-OON   102-42-OOE,      t>^ta_  _  _  some  sort  of  governmental 
facility,  probably  the  Houay  Chik  Storage  Area/Transshipment  point  listed  in  the 
AIF.  • 


60-642  -  93  -  27 
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g.    In  traveUng  from  Luang  Pra  Bang  to  Muang  Khoua  the  source  would  have 
had  to  tif/el  north  on  Route  4,  turning  west  at  Nam  Bak  on  the  segment  of 
Route  4  leading  to  Muang  Sai.    At  Ban  Kat,  where  RouteM  becomes  Route  45, 
he  would  go  north  on  Route  45,  then  turn  east  toward  Sop  Kal,  where  Route 
45  becomes  route  19,  and  continue  east  on  Route  19  into  Muang  Khoua  city 
itself.    Once  in  Muang  Khoua,  he  would  have  to  cross  the  Nam  Ou  river  by 
ferry  to  continue  east  on  Route  19. 

7.    PRODUCT  QUALITY  FEEDBACK  REQUEST:   


In  order  to  provide  you  with  more  timely,  accurate  and  complete  reports 
I  encourage  your  critical  review  of  this  report.    Please  pass  any  comments 
you  feel  necessary. 

8.  ANALYST:  AOftv-vj^r  


5  Enclosures  t\  \  ^ 

5  20"  X  24"  prints  ^  S I 


Page  2  of  2  pages 
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 ■0»-53M»-il/_ 

TO  •   PMC  (ATTN;      AM  SEP  1 0  ISft, 


FROU 


SUBJECT  I  Alleged  Detention  Facility  in  Northern  Laos  _  coumthyi 

LA 

I.  tVniNCI/RIOUIieMfNT._  B.B.  NOi 

 same  subject,  3  August  1981  N/A 

3.  INrORMAnONi 


0««  C»«fd»  Itop/CfcoH  I 

21-05-OON  102-31-OOE 

3.  DATA.  1>AT7\ 

rr*|»cl  MlitUn 


X  Y 


UFUENCESi  ^ 
N/A  ' 


ANAUYSIS/eOMMSNTSi 


a.  This  report  satisfies  the  referenced 


b.  No  facility  as  described  by  the  source  could  be  identified  at  or  near  the  stated  location;  A  20 
km  circle  around  the  coordinates  given  in  para  2  was  searched  several  times. 

c.  If  further  exploitation  of  this  report  is  desired  a  more  accurate  location,  description  of  the  sur- 
rounding area,  and  the  facility  itself  will  be  required. 

6.  Product  Quality  Feedback  Request;  

To  provide  you  with  more  timely,  accurate,  and  complete  reporting,  we  encourage  your  critical 
review  of  this  report.  Please  pass  any  comments  you  feel  necessary. 


DIA  FORM  593  (2-74)  —  -«v.o«.  .o.t.oh.  or  th,.  ,0-  0«. 
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>7  August  1985 


Possible  Detention  Facility  in  Huang  Khoua.  Laos 


To  obtain  representative  of  the  area  of  Mouang  Khoua,  Laos,  for 

the  purpose  of  evaluation  of  »»>Tt<  reporting. 


.TE  tN 

OUe  DATE 

PRIORITY 

11  September  1985  . 

Routine 

JCINATOR 

TELEPHONE  NUMBER 

DIA  DC-2B 

50501/KY  drop  2509 

BRAMCH  ASSIGNMENT 


RECeiVINC  OFFICE 


SUPPORT 


KCIAU  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  REMARKS: 

1.    .  .        Extensive    »*■'*■      analysis  has  been  conducted  of  the  area  of  Huang  Khoua, 
Laos,  in  an  effort  to  locate  a  detention  facility  as  described  by  a  Laotian  refugee, 
to  no  avail.    On  14  August  1985,  this  source  was  reintervievfed  and  provided  yet  addi- 
tional information,  as  follows: 

a.  PW  camp  was  observed  in  1978 

b.  After  crossing  a  steel  bridge,  the  truck  he  was  riding  entered  the  PW  camp 
at  a  second  checkpoint  along  the  road.    The  truck  left  the  PW  camp  and  was  offloaded  at 
the  third  checkpoint  along  the  road.    While  crossing  the  steel  bridge  the  source 
observed  a  large  river  on  his  right. 

c.  In  the  area  of  the  PW  camp  the  source  observed  many  houses  with  steel  roofing, 
and  with  rounded  roofs.    Also  present  in  the  camp  was  a  water  tower  5-8  meters  tall. 


3  checkpoints  near  the  camp,  a  water  tower 

■A  _  - 


I.  Based  upon  this  latest  information 

in  the  camp,  rounded  and  tin  roofs,  request    o^Tf     analysis  of  the  area  from  Huang 
Khoua,  Laos  o*n  ,  east  along  Route  19,  through  Dien  Bien  Phu,  North 

Vietnam  04T4  ,  to  Huong  Pon,  North  Vietnam  (also  on  Route  19) 

(2132N/10301E),  a  distance  of  about  80  kilometers,  in  an  effort  to  locate  the  detention 
facility  as  described  by  the  Lao  source. 


3. 


Recomngjid  that   o^y*     of  1978  be  used  for  this  search,  if  available. 


fATUr 

PAr  NUMacR 


AForm193(4.fi) 
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"f^  January  1986         Continuing  Search  for.  PW  Camp  at  Mouang  Khoua 


o  obtain  representative  of  the  area  near  Xepon  Laos  and  KheSanh  Vietnam 

•or  the  purpose  of  evaluation  of  HUMINT  reporting. 


ATE  IN 

DUE  DATE 

24  February  1986 

PRIORITY 

Routine 

RICINATOR 

)IA  VO-PW 

CONTACT  _ 

TELEPHONE  NUMBER 

50501 /Grey  960-6135 

BRANCH  ASSIGNMENT 


RECEIVINC  OFFICE 


ACTION 


SUPPORT 


PECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  REMARKS: 


1.  ,  .        Lao  refugee  Hoang  Van  Phon  reported  several  years  ago  having  observed  six 
American  prisoners  In  a  Vietnamese/Pa thet  Lao  camp  and  was  told  he  was  in  the  area  of 
Mouang  Khoua.    Extensive  searches  of  Mouang  Khoua,  Laos  and  Mouang  Khoua,  Vietnam  have 
failed  to  identify  a  camp  of  the  nature  described  by«this  source.    VO-PW  PAI  dated  27 
August  1985  forwarded  the  latest  information  received  from  the  source. 

2.  Refugee  Chomany  Sanabounheuang  was  held  in  the  Ban  Lako  seminar  camp  (which 
is  the  subject  of  a  separate  PAI),  and  reports  that  supplies  for  the  area  around  Lako 
came  across  Laos  on  Route  9,  into  Vietnam,  through  Khe  Sanh  and  northwest  along  route 
608  or  6081  to  the  border  with  Laos  where  the  supplies  were  offloaded.    This  may  be  the 
same  route  Hoang  Van  Phon  took  when  the  truck  convoy  he  accompanied  carried  supplies  to 
the  Vietnamese/Pathet  Lao. 

3.  ...     .    Using  the  information  provided  by  Hoang  Van  Phon  in  the  27  August  85  PAI, 
request  search  of  the  area  along  route  9  into  Khe  Sanh  and  northwest  to  the  Lao  border 
as  outlined  on  the  enclosed  map.    Recommend  that  ojirfi      of  1978  be  used  for  this  search, 
or  if  not  available,  imagery  of  1979,  or  80,  etc. 

4.  Should  any  facility  of  the  type  as  described  by  Hoang  Van  Phon  be  found, 
request  pictures  of  the-'facility  in  10  or  less  copies  for  VO-PW  files. 

Incl 
as 


PAF  NUMBER 


31 A  Form  193  (4.63) 
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,  ^  ^^^^   COMTROL  riUHBER:       ^^S^^k^  ' 


DATE: 
SECTION; 


NAME  OF  SENDER :\ 


HIGHEST 

CLASSIFICATION: 


SUBJECT:-  ^SS>^^ /lAUQ/V^  ^/<fcJ1^-  /lAiCTT  t/TSTTt 
COUNTRY  :  .  I/  a^ 


,J^et^HBER 
^^PtO-lajKBER 


PAI  NUMBER  ^  Up^U^.O^^'^ 


DATE  RECEIVED  >4^Vfc^ 
DATE  DUE  ^.-t-^^^r^rfCTg^.-^S^ 
MANHOURS  .  


OTHER  -2^' 


TIPP  ^JStCS-O^^O^ 


FINAL  CHECKLIST 
V^^RODUCT 
V^NCLOSURES 


PROPER  CLASS  I FI  CATKIN 


CONTROL  NUMBER  ASSIGNED 
PRINTS  PROPERLY  MARKED.. 


—     OVERLAYS  PROPERLY  MAR^^ED 
MRES  SIGNED  OFF 


COORDINATION  .  INITIAL 
SENIOR  CATEOGORY  SPEC 
SECTION  CHJgF 
BPJU<CH  CHIEF 


DATE 


SEND  TO 


OFFICE  SYMBOL/NAME: 


ATTENTION  TO:  fimSl^    i&Ufj/^  1" 

ADDRESS:  X- 1  ^Ct(p      ^^^yVTMj^SvJ  _ 
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14  April  1983 

TITLE 

Alleged  Detention  Facility  in  Laos 

NOaLCM 

-    To  continue  search  at  coordinates  21-05-OON  1K-31-00E  for  a  possible  detention 
facility. 

>ATC  IN 

14  April  1983 

Oue  DATE 

June  1983 

PRIOHITY 

Routine 

•niciNATon 
DI-E2 

COM TACT 

Mike  Burns 

TELCPMONC  NUMBER 

Grey  3144 

BRANCH  ASSICNMENT 


RECEIVING  OFFICE 


I^eCIAI.  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  REMARKS: 


.         We  continue  t^ugh  HUMINT  reporting  to  receive  information  alleging  there 
are  U.S.  PWs  in  the  Muong  Khoua  area.    Request  you  determine  any  and  all  detention 
facilities  around  Muong  Khoua  that  could  house  U.S.  PWs. 


\^For».  193  (4. 


63) 
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OWECTORATC  RM  RfSCARCH 
^        AMALYSIS  MVBION 

ANALYSIS  MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: 

U/X  facility  vie  Phongsaly  Province 

1.  REFCRENCC/RCQUIRCMENT: 
PAIt  13332885D9 


SNP  06-55667-85. 
DATStl3  Jun  85 


2.  INSTALUTION  INFORMATION: 


B£.Na: 
none 

3L 

19  .Ttine  80 


Gto  Coords: 


21-03-43N/102-29-09E  L7015-5451  I 
was  reviewed.      '  *  /  / 


COUNTRV:  lA 


Htap/aisrtRtf:  TDICat: 
75900 


4w  COUATERAL  REFERENCE : 


ANALYSIS/COMMENTS: 


A  review  of  the  in  the  vicinity  of  Phongsaly 

Province  has  been  accomplished.    The  review  was  concluded  with  the 
identification  of  a  facility  that  exhibit  some  of  the  oT  signatures  of 
a  seminar /reeducation  camp,   (vie  as  sketch  by  HUMINT) 

A  general  view  of  the  search  area'  is  portrayed  on  04*^  (19.  Jun  80). 
Annotated  is  the  U/I  facility  and  the  Nam  Pak  River.  The  A4N  may  be 
correlated  to  the  area  map  enclosure.  (19  Jun  80)  ,  is  a  i^Ti 

tNiM  depicting  the  U/I  facility.    The  facility      ^aTa     to  be  under 

construction  and  is  spread  out  on  either  side  of  HWY  19.    The  irregularly 
shaped  facility  has  11  major  buildings.    There  are  two  possible  guard 
posts  at  each  entrance  on  the  southern  half  of  the  facility.    A  definitive 
assertation  of  the  function  of  this  facility  will  require  additional 
HUMINT.    If  a  recent   o^ta      is  needed  of  this  facility,  then  request  that 
the  DC-2  analyst  submit  the  target  for  collection. 

6.  ANALYST: 


26  Enclosures 
10- 

4  4-Vu-graph8 
1-HUMINT  sketch 
1-Area  map 


Pat*l  of  l.pages 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 
DIRECTORATE  FOR  RESEARCH 
ANALYSIS  DIVISION 


TO: 


DC-2  (ATTN:    Mr.  Burns) 


ANALYSIS  MEMORANDUM 

SNF-07-51058-8? 
DATE:     5  JUL 


FROM: 
SUBJECT: 


Search  of  Huong  Khoa,  North  Viet  Nam  Area 


1.  REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT: 

PAR  1001I7D9,  dated  9  June  1983 


2.  INSTALLATION  INFORMATION 

B.E.  NO.: 
None 

3.  DATA: 


Geo  Coords: 
21-50-00N/102-ll2-ll9E/ 
UTM  1|8q  TK  638231 


Project  Date 
Available  from  the  undersigned 


COUNTRY: 


Map/Chart  Ref : 
See  para  6 


VM 


analyst  upon  request. 


TDI  Cat: 
75900 


4.  COLLATERAL  REFERENCE: 
None 


5.  ANALYSIS/COMMENTS: 

J 


a.  This  report  satisfies  the  reference  requirement. 

b.  A  10  NM  radius  search  around  the  Muong  Khoa,  North  Viet  Nam  area  was 
conducted  using  from  5  December  1977,  3  September  1978,  and  16 
February  1981.    The  search  was  expanded  beyond  10  NM  when  there  was  a 
major  LOG  (land  or  water)  leading  from  the  search  area. 

c.  Nothing  that  resembled  the  facility  described  by  the  source  of  the  live 
sighting  report  at  Muang  Khoua,  Laos  could  be  found. 

d.  This  area  is  even  more  remote  and  less  populated  than  that  surrounding 
Muang  Khoua  Laos.    It  is  sparsely  settled  by  hill  tribes  and  is  characterized 
by  hilly  terrain,  in  some  places  canopy  covered  and  others  open  with  scrub 
vegetation.    Routes  through  it  tend  to  be  rivers,  some  with  rapids,  water 
falls,  or  rocks  that  make  navigation  hazardous;  and  roads,  often  canopy 
covered,  one  or  two  lanes,  that  tend  to  follow  river  valleys  and  stream  beds 
or  the  ridge  lines  of  mountains. 

e.  There  was  limited  evidence  of  any  organized  civil  administrative  or 
military  activity.    The  nearest  populated  area  is  Lai  Chau,  North  Viet  Nam 
(22-0U-00N/103-10-00E/UTM  48Q  UK  110l|20). 

f .  Swidden  agriculture  (mixed  with  what  appears  to  be  limited  wet  rice  farming) 
is  the  principal  farming  activity  in  the  area.    Active  and  abandoned  fields 

are  present  throughout  the  area. 
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g.    The  study  of  this  area  and  comparison  of  the  source's  previous  reports  of 
where  he  was,  or  thinks  he  was,  have  yielded  nothing  more  conclusive  than 
previously  reported. 

6.  MAP/CHART  REFERENCE: 

ONC  J-11 
TPC  J-11 A 

JOG  Series  1501  (Air,  Ground,  Radar)  NF  48-5,-9 
USATC  Series  200  0616-12 
USAMS  Series  LTOlt  5552  I 
USAMS  Series  L701 5  5552  II 

7.  PRODUCT  QUALITY  FEEDBACK  REQUEST: 

In  order  to  provide  you  with  more  timely,  accurate,  and  coiq>lete  reports,  I 
encourage  your  critical  review  of  this  report.    Please  pass  any  comments  you 
feel  necessary.  Cili^ 


8. 


ANALYST: 


CPT 
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DIRECTORATE  FOR  RESEARCH 
ANALYSIS  DIVISION 

ANALYSIS  MEMORANDUM 


SNF-05-53871-83/ 

TO:  DI-E2    (ATTN:  ^9  May  1983 


PROM: 

SUBJECT:  Ongoing  Search  for  Detention  Facility  Alleged  Near  Muang  Khoua 


1.  REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT: 

PAR  10037D9,  dated  5  April  1983 
PAR  100U0D9,  dated  18  April  1983 

2.  INSTALLATION  INFORMATION: 

8.  E.  NO.:  G«o  Coordt: 

21-05-OON 

(CLOSEST) 

3.  .  . 

Available  from  the  undersigned 


COUNTRY:  LA 
Map/Chart  R«f:  TDI  Cat: 

102-31-OOE       see  para  8  75900 
analyst  upon  request. 


4  COLUTERAL  REFERENCE: 

<•■ 

See  paragraph  6  ^ 

liJ 
a. 


ANALYSIS/COMMENTS 

NOTE: 


o. 

Z 

a.  This  report  satisfies  the  reference  requirements.  OC 

O 

b.  A  third  comprehensive  of  the  Muang  Koua  area  by  this  analyst  has  ^ 
once  again  failed  to  detect  a  detention  facility  as  described  by  the  source 

of  the  alleged  sighting  of  live  American  prisoners  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  Muang  Khoua,  or  a  vicinity  reached  by  transiting  Muang  Khoua. 

c.  The  facility  identified  as  the  Houay  Chik  Storage  Area/Transshipment 
Point  (VIC  ■21-12-OON    102-42-OOE)  in  collateral  reference  b.  seems  the  only 
likely  candidate  to  serve  as  either  the  installation  where  the  source 
supposedly  delivered  goods  via  truck  or  that  could  be  a  facility  detaining 
U.S.  prisoners  of  war. 


d.  If  U.S.  prisoners  are  being  in  Muang  Khoua  it  may  not  necessarily  be  in 
2iny  sort  of  facility  exhibiting  any  of  the  signature  of  a  detention  facility. 
While  it  is  possible  that  prisoners  could  be  held  in  any  structure  in  or 
around  Muang  Khoua,  to  include  any  of  the  dozens  of  hill  tribe  villages 
present,  it  is  believed  to  be  highly  improbable  by  this  analyst. 

e.  The  initial  source  report  is  a  classic  example  of  "vague  dates,  vague 
times,  and  vague  places",  and  I  would  not  hesitate  to  add:  "vague 
observations" . 


f.    I  have  reviewed  several  hours  of  taped  Interview  of  this  source  being 
debriefed  by  a  professional  analyst  using  the  best  Lao  language  translator  I 
have  heard  in  12  years  and  I  have  no  more  idea  of  where  he  went  or  where  he 
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was  than  wh*en  I  first  examined  this  case  21  months  ago.    I  can,  with  only 
limited  assurance,  say  that  I  believe  the  incidents  he  is  relating  supposedly 
took  place  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Muang  Khoua,  how  far  away  and  in  what 
direction  I  have  only  my  own  presumptions  to  say.    The  source's  description  of 
those  two  elements  is  meaningless. 

g.  While  I  tend  to  believe  those  portions  of  the  story  related  by  the  source 
of  collateral  reference  d.  that  pertain  to  the  area  surrounding  Muang  Khoua 
as  well  as  some  of  what  he  had  to  say  about  being  incarcerated  there,  his 
reported  sighting  of  an  American  POW  is  superficial,  if  true?  the  results  of 
his  subsequent  polygraph  examination  notwithstanding. 

h.  All  the  limiting  factors  and  reservations  stated  in  paragraphs  d.  and  e. 
of  collateral  reference  a.  still  apply. 

6.    Collateral  Reference: 


7.  PRODUCT  QUALITY  FEEDBACK  REQUEST: 

In  order  to  provide  you  with  more  timely,  accurate,  and  complete  reports  I 
encourage  your  critical  review  of  this  report.    Please  pass  any  comments  you  feel 
necessary. 

8.  Map  Chart  Reference: 

ONC 
TPC 

JOG  Series  1501  (Ground  Air,  and  Radar)  NF  i\Q-9,  13 
USATC  Series  200  0617-17 
USAMS  Series  L7015    5U51  II 
5551  III 


9.  ANALYST:  CPT 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 
DIRECTORATE  FOR  RESEARCH 
ANALYSIS  DIVISION 

ANALYSIS  MEMORANDUM 

SNF  10-56167-85/ 

70yO-PW  DATE18  Oct  85 


SUBJECT: 

Alleged  Detention  FAcility-  Muong  Khoua,  LA/VM 

1.  REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT:    '  COUNTRYrLA 

2.  INSTALLATION  INFORMATION: 

B.E.  NO.:                                 Geo  Coords:  Map/Chart  Ref:               TDI  Cat: 

Vic:  VK  6755,  PK  6323  L7015-555I  III  75900 

NONE                           TJ  4233,  TJ  9466  L7014-5851  It 
TJ  9484,  VJ  3046 


14  Jul  78,  3  Sep  78  and  16  Apr  79  ^  was  reviewed.     There  is 

limited  of  the  specified  targets. 


4.  COLLATERAL  REFERENCE:  .  . 
NONE 


5.  ANALYSIS/COMMENTS-  . 

NOTE 


A  review  of  the  best  available  the  specified 

targets  in  both  Laos  and  Vietnam  has  been  conducted.     The  search  was 
for  an  alleged  facility  vaguely  described  by  a  Laotian  refugee  as 
having  3  check  points ,  a  water  tower  and  buildings  with  rounded-tin 
roofs.     The  source  did  not  provide  a  sketch  of  the  alleged  facility. 
The  facility  is  alleged  to  be  in  the  Muong  Khoua  area  of  Laos.  The 
review  of  _  was  expanded  to  include  not  only  the  known  Muong 

Khoua  areas  of  Laos  but  also  those  of  the  adjacent  region  in  Vietnam 
The  search  was  concluded  without  the  identification  of  any  facility 
approaching  the  description  given  by  the  HUMINT  source  or  exhibiting 
the  of  a  detention  facility.     As  requested,  a 

4  Jul  78)  of  the  Muong  Khoua  area  in  Vietnam  is  enclosed 
along  with  an  area  map  for  correlation . 

6.  ANALYST: 


14  Enclosures 

10- 
2-Vu-Graphs 
1-Overlay 
1-Area  Map 
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SOURCE  0995 
LAOS 

Lao  refugee  Source  0995  reported  seelna  six  persons  whom  he  believed  were 
Caucasian  PWs.  near  Muong  Khoua,  Laos  (northern  Laos  near  the  Vietnam 
border).  In  the  1977/1978  time  frame.    Source  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  « 
on  a  truck  making  a  supply  delivery  to  an  unidentified  Pathet  Lao  military 
unit  In  Muong  Khoua.    Source  said  he  observed  the  possible  Caucasians  for 
approximately  15-20  seconds.   The  fleeting  observation  was  made  from  the 
passenger  mirror  of  the  truck  In  which  he  was  riding.    Source's  driver 
reportedly  had  Inadvertently  entered  the  wrong  area  of  the  camp  and  was  In 
the  process  of  turning  the  truck  around  to  leave  the  area  when  Source  saw  the 
possible  Caucasians  in  the  mirror. 

Source's  basis  for  identifying  the  six  individuals  as  possible  Americans  was 
a  comment  by  an  unidentified  Pathet  Lao  soldier  whom  Source  questioned. 
Asked  about  the  six  Caucasians,  the  soldier  reportedly  replied  that  they  were 
American  prisoners. 

Source  provided  detailed  sketches  of  the  military  facility  where  his  sighting 
occurred  but  he  was  unable  to  identify  the  facility  or  provide  the  specific 
location  of  the  facility  other  than  "outside  of  Muong  Khoua." 


DIA  has  no  other  reporting  that  would  corroborate  Source's  information. 

Several  Lao  refugees  now  living  in  the  U.S.  and  who  were  imprisoned  in  the 
Muong  Khoua  area  during  the  time  period  in  question  were  interviewed  by  DIA 
analysts  and  stated  that  they  never  saw  or  heard  about  U.S.  PWs  there. 

Source  twice  underwent  polygraph  examinations  and  in  both  cases  the  results 
of  the  examination  did  not  reveal  any  deception  to  the  relevant  questions  j 
regarding  his  claimed  sighting.  ' 

Source's  efforts  to  conceal  his  true  identity  may  provide  some  insight  into 
his  reliability.    During  both  DIA  interviews.  Source  advised  that  in  Thailand 
he  had  assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  movement  through  the 
refugee  system.    Source  claimed  to  be  the  son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  police 
general  named  Vorasorn. 

A  U.S.  government  employee  who  personally  knew  the  Vorasorn  family,  and  who 
had  met. Source,  assured  DIA  that  Source  is  not  related  to  that  family.  DIA 
also  interviewed  Vorasom's  daughter  who  currently  resides  in  Canada,  and 
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Vorasom's  son,  who  lives  In  the  U.S.   They  both  stated  that  Source  had 
helped  them  to  escape  from  Laos  but  that  he  was  not  related  to  them.  They 
opined  that  Source  might  simply  be  using  their  father's  name  to  obtain  some 
Influence  within  the  Lao  resistance  elements.   They  also  reported  that  he  had 
requested  that  they  provide  him  a  photo  of  their  father;  they  declined  his 
request.    Source  denies  having  ai\y  contact  with  Vorasom's  son  or  daughter  ^ 
since  his  arrival  in  the  U.S. 

Polygraph  examinations  revealed  that  Source  was  deceptive  to  his  claim  to  be 
named  Yorasorn  and  that  he  was  deceptive  when  he  denied  having  had  contact 
with  Vorasom's  son  and  daugther  since  his  arrival  In  the  U.S.    Source's  true 
Identity  remains  unknown  to  DIA  and  the  significance  of  wl\y  he  lied  about  his 
true  Identity  Is  undetermined. 

The  results  of  the  polygraph  examination  suggest  that  Source  believes  that 
the  six  persons  he  observed  In  the  truck  mirror  were  Caucasian  American 
prisoners.    It  is  worth  noting  that  DIA  has  been  unable  to  obtain  information 
that  could  corroborate  Source's  belief.   Conversely,  in  every  instance  that 
Source  provided  information  that  could  be  verified,  the  verification  process 
revealed  that  he  had  been  deceptive. 

JCRC,  DIA  and  CIA  continue  to  attempt  to  obtain  information  about  the  Muong 
Khoua  area  to  determine  if  U.S.  PWs  were  ever  detained  in  that  area. 
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23  June  81,  DIA  was  advised  that  a  Lao  refugee  named  ,  ^^rc-c  had 
observed  a  group  of  tall  Caucasians  in  Attopeu  Province,  Laos,  ^^ril 
1980. 

17  July  81,  the  refugee  was  teleE*K>ncially  contacted  by  DIA.  He  claimed 
to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Luangprabang 
Province  in  ^^ril  1980  v^ile  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  (PL) 
field  unit.  4C  claimed  that  a  PL  soldier  told  him  that  there  were  50 
U.S.  PWs  detained  in  that  area  and  that  the  six  white  persons  were  U.S. 
EWs. 

28-30  July  81,  DIA  interviewed  $6  in  Washington,  D.C.  advised 
that  he  assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing 
through  the  refugee  system.  He  then  claimed  his  true  name  to  be  Songkot 
Vbrasarn,  the  youngest  son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  Police  General. 

TSie  polygraph  examination  administered  to  5c  in  July  1981  indicated 
that  '.c  was  not  deceptive  when  he  asserted  seeing  white  FWs  and  that  he 
had  been  told  by  PL  soldiers  these  white  men  were  Americans. 

^c.  reported  that  three  friends  v^o  also  observed  the  v^ite  men  have 
fled  Laos.  He  said  they  saw  the  U.S.  PWs  for  approximately  15  minutes 
from  an  approximate  distance  of  15  yards. 

DIA  has  been  unable  to  locate  any  of  the  three  friends  of  $c  because  he 
is  unable  to  give  their  locations  or  precise  identifying  data.  Since  his 
initial  interview,  one  of  the  three  has  allegedly  been  killed. 

DIA  was  successful  in  locating  the  daughter  and  son  of  the  Lao  Police 
Generad.  who  56  claims  is  his  father.  Both  denied  that  ^0  is  related 
to  their  family  in  any  way.  Both  claimed  that  -5c  did  assist  then  in 
their  escape  from  Laos.    Both  claimed  that  had  called  them  since  he 

arrived  in  the  U.S.  denies  contacting  either  one  of  them  since  his 

arrival  in  the  U.S. 

15-18  Nov  82,  DIA  reinterviewed  <,c  and  he  was  given  another  polygrafdi 
examination.  Again  no  deception  was  indicated  concerning  his  assertion 
that  he  saw  six  white  men  and  that  he  was  told  that  they  were  U.S.  PWs. 
DecepticMi  was  indicated  when  he  answered  yes  to  the  question,  "Is  your 
true  name  Songkot  Vbrasan?"  During  his  interviews  he  claimed  that  he  has 
not  contacted  either  the  daughter  or  the  sot  of  General  Vorasan  since  his 
arrival  in  the  U.S.  He  continued  to  insist  that  he  was  the  General's 
SOT.  He  claimed  that  the  convoy  consisted  of  three  trucks  and  not  the 
six  as  previously  reported.  He  claimed  that  he  saw  the  five  or  six  white 
men  for  less  than  one  minute  rather  than  the  15  minutes  previously 
reported.  He  now  states  that  the  distance  between  he  and  the  white  men 
was  approximately  five  meters  rather  thcui  15  yards. 

16  May  83,  5C  was  again  interviewed.  A  former  Lao  General  under  CIA 
auspices  did  this  interview.  ^  c  repeated  essentially  the  same  story. 
The  convoy  consisted  of  four  trucks.  He  saw  six  white  men.  He  was  told 
they  were  Anoericans.    ObservatiOT  occurred  about  5  or  6  pm.  Previously 
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he  claimed  they  ate  lunch  with  the  PL  after  the  alleged  sighting.  He 
observed  PWs  about  10  meters  from  his  truck.  He  heeird  the  PL  soldiers 
talking  together  that  they  still  have  about  50  U.S.  PWs  which  some  day 
will  be  used  for  exchange  and  negotiation  with  the  U.S.  Government.  His 
friend  told  him  "this  was  Muong  Khoua  and  from  there  about  ISkms  was 
Vietnamese  territory." 


2 
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-  In  July  1961,  DIA  contacted     ^oviru  after  being  Informed  that  he  may  possess 
U.S.  PW/MIA  Information.       Cxru/'Lt  claims  to  have  seen  six  Caucasian  PW  near 
Huong  Khoua,  Laos, 'in  the  1977/1978  time  period. 

-  Regarding  live  sighting;  possible  true. 

-  Essentially,  his  story  Is  that  he  was  In  a  convoy  of  three  trucks  traveling  to  . 
a  military  facility  near  Huong  Khoua.    He  claims  that  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
their  convoy  entered  an  area  of  the  camp  that  was  restricted  and  when  they  were 
turning  their  truck  around  to  leave  the  area,  as  directed,  he  saw  In  the  front 
right  side  door  mirror  five  or  six  Caucasians  accompanied  by  an  armed  guard 
walking  behind  his  truck.    The  observation  was  a  fleeting  one  lasting  perhaps 
15  to  20  seconds.    He  was  told  by  a  Pathet  Lao  that  the  six  white  men  were  U.S. 
PHs  and  that  there  were  about  50  U.S.  PWs  in  the  area. 

-  5',rvtKC^  Intervlewed/polygraphed  28-30  July  1981~He  advised  that  he  had  assumed 
a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing  through  the  refugee  system^ 
He  then  claimed  his  trume  name  to  be  Songkot  Vorasarn  the  youngest  son  of  a 
former  Royal  Lao  Police  General. 

-  The  polygraph  examination  administered  to  July  1981  Indicated  that  he  was 
not  deceptive  about  his  seeing  white  PHs  and  that  he  ahd  been  told  by  PL 
soldiers  those  white  men  were  Americans. 

-  Deception  was  indicated  concerning  his  claim  to  be  Songkot  Vorasarn. 

-  DIA  was  able  to  locate  and  interview  General  Vorasarn 's  real  daughter  who 
lives  in  Canada  and  his  son  who  lives  in  the  U.S.    They  both  stated  that 

>on.fce    helped  them  escape  Laos  but  he  was  not  their  brother  nor  was  he 
related  to  their  family  in  any  way. 

-  4<?v<rc<:  claimed  that  three  friends  were  with  him  during  the  alleged  sighting 
but  he  was  unable  to  provide  any  usable  identity  or  location  for  them.  DIA 
was  unable  to  verify  his  story  by  his  friends,  one  in  Laos;  one  is  dead;  and 
one  is  somewhere  in  Thailand. 

-  '  Sn^rct   reintervlewed  and  given  another  polygraph  during  15-18  November  1982. 
Once  again  discrepancies  arose  about  his  true  identity  but  once  again  no 
deception  was  indicated  concerning  his  claim  having  seen  five  or  six  Caucasians 
on  or  about  1977/1978  near  Huong  Khoua,  Laos. 

-  Case  was  transferred  to  CIA  for  possible  exploitation  by  the  agency  in  December 
1982. 

-  CIA  dispatched  a  former  Lao  General  now  living  in  the  U.S.  to  interview  the 
refugee  and  again  the  story  of  the  refugee  was  essentially  the  same.  The 
former  Lao  General  opined  that  if  the  story  is  true,  the  refugee  was  inside 
Vietnam  and  not  Laos. 

The  continuing  problem  has  been  that  the  refugee  has  never  been  able  to  give  a 
useful  location  of  the  alleged  military  facility  where  his  alleged  sighting 
occurred.    DIA  and  CIA  fHef^A  experts  have  been  unable  to  locate  a  facility 
which  is  remotely  close  to  a  facility  described  by  the  refugee.    In  view  of 
the  Lao  General's  recent  comments,    <K^lAc4  experts  are  now  focusing  on  Huong 
JQioa  which  is  located  inside  Vietnam  near  the  Laos  border.    Investigation  r.-z/.A/M.-* 


'   -|  but  on  the  question  of  his  sighting,  it  is  ff,M>jj'  ^ctr  . 


858 


0IPAR1MLNT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MCSSAGE  CENTER 

ROUT  I  ME  ZYUW  RUMTBKA3596  0230735 

R  23O735Z  JAN  81i 

FM  USDAO  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 

TO      01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT-HI 

USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I//J2/J3/J36// 

AHCONSUL  UbORN 

BANGKOK  03596 
CITE:  3032  JAN  81i. 

SUBJ:     LAO  REFUGEE  A//^fn€ 

REF:     A.     DIA/OC-2  MSG.  OTG  2n<;<;<;Z  OCT  83.  SUBJ:. 

B.    DTa70C-2  MSG,  DTtr  in5'«6Z  JAN  81i,  SUBJ:  ALLEGED 
U.5.  PWS  IN  LAOS.  , 

1.  BOTH  REF  MESSAGES  REQUEST  A  REINTERVIEW  OF  ' 
SUBJECT  LAO  REFUGEE. 

2.  y^/A^€    _  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  LAST  SEEN  AT  NA  PHO 
CAMP  ABOUT  2  WEEKS  AGO.     ACCORDING  TO  HIS  WIFE,  HE  LEFT 
CAMP  ON  9  JANUARY  ZU.     SHE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHERE  HE  WENT  OR 
WHEN  HE  WILL  RETURN.     SHE  CLAIMS  TO  HAVE  NO  MEANS  TO  GET 
A  MESSAGE  TO  HIM.     LNO  LEFT  A  WRITTEN  NOTE  WITH  > 
WIFE  ON  20  JANUARY  ASKING  THAT     /V/^ne      CONTACT  THE 
JCRC  LIAISON  OFFICE   IMMEDIATELY  UPON  HIS  RETURN.     WE  WILL 
ADVISE  WHEN  CONTACT  IS  RE-ESTABLISHED. 

^-  COMMENT:     LNO  WAS  TOLD  BY  SEVERAL  REFUGEES  THAT 

/V/4-Me      WAS  INVOLVED  IN  SEVERAL  "DEALS"  WHICH  HAD 
BROUGHT  DOWN  THAI   DISFAVOR.        yv^^rvi  E"  HAD  SUBSEQUENTLY 
FLED  THE  CAMP  BECAUSE  OF  THREATENED  THAI  PUNITIVE  ACTION. 
ONE  DEAL  ALLEGEDLY  PERTAINED  TO  INTIMIDATING  REFUGEES  INTO 
"CONTRIBUTING"  TO  HIS  RESISTANCE  ACTIVITIES  IN  EXCHANGE 
FOR    /✓/'Tvi^e        ASSURANCE  THAT  NO  DETRIMENTAL  INFO  WOULD 
FIND  ITS  WAY  INTO  A  REFUGEE'S  FILE  AND  HINDER  RESETTLEMENT 
CHANCES.    THE  OTHER  DEAL  ALLEGEDLY  PERTAINED  TO  SKIMMING 
RICE  RATIONS  FROM  REFUGEES  IN      ^Am€  LIVING  AREA. 

(WE  RECALL  HE  HAD  BEEN  ACCUSED  OF  SIMILAR  ACTIVITY  WHILE 
STILL  AT  THE  OLD  NONG  KHAI  CAMP  SEVERAL  YEARS  AGO.)  END 
COMMENT.  ^ 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U,P,6.7.8.F) 
INFO      CJCMM   J3(6)   NIDS(l)   iUiS)   J5  (2)   SECDEF:  (1) 

SEC0EF(9)   US0P(15)   ASDrPAd)   NMIC(l)   AT-3(1)  DIO(I) 
0E-2(1)   0B-2(1)   DB-2C(1)   0B-liD3(l)   DB-5D3(1)  OIA(l) 
0B-6D(1) 
+SAFE 


MCN* 84033/00853       10R«84023/0736Z       TAD*e4023/073UZ  CDSN>MIA85e 

PAGE   1  OF  1 
2307  352  UAN  84 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RU«TBKA98i*l  3180557 

R  1'*0557Z  NOV  83 

FM  USDAO  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 

TO      DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  H I //J2/J3/J36// 

BANGKOK  SSBh} 

CITE:  33U  NOV  83. 

SUBJ:  A/OcrT)^ 

REF:       DIA/DC-2  MSG.  DTG  211555Z  OCT  83.  SAB. 

1.  ON  11  NOV  83  DURING  A  BRIEF  VISIT  TO  NA  PHO  REFUGEE 
CAMP.  JCRC  LNO  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE  LAO  REFUGEE 

TO  SATISFY  THE  REOUIREMENTS  IN  REFERENCED  MESSAGE. 
ACCORDING  TO  A/A'fA^j  WIFE,  HE  HAD  BEEN  GONE  FROM  THE 
CAMP  FOR  '4-5  DAYS  AND  SHE  HAD  NO  ESTIMATE  OF  HIS  RETURN. 

2.  WE  WILL  CHECK- AGAIN  DURJNG  NEXT.  VISJT.  TO..NA  PHO  CAMP. 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U, P,6, 7 ,8, F) 

INFO      CJCS  \k)   J3(6)   NIDS(l)  J3:NMCC(1)       W   J5  (2) 

SECDEF:(1)  SECDEF  (9)  US0P(15)  ASD:PA(1)  NM1C(1) 

AT-3(1)  010(1)  DB-2(1)  0B-2CC1)  DB-1»D3(1)  DIA(1) 

0B-6D(1) 
+SAFE 

MCN-8331B/00510      TOR-833 18/06002      TAD-833 18/06 122      CDSN-MIA824^  ^  ^ 

1405572  NOV  83 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  2YUW  RUMTBKA5763  29707^8 

R  2^107182  OCT  83 

FM  USOAO  BANGKOK//JCRC-LNB// 

TO      01 A  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

INFO  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

BANGKOK  55763 

CITE:     CONFIDENTIAL  3325  OCT  83. 

SUB  J:       /s/fi(m^  6<rt(ru<- 

REF:     OIA/DC-2  MSG,  DTG  2115552  OCT  83. 

1.  WE  HAVE  A  SMALL  COLOR  PHOTO  OF  LAO  REFUGEE 

^(n^y<.i^        AND  WILL  ATTEMPT  TO  SATISFY  THE 
REQUIREMENTS  IN  REF  MESSAGE  DURING  OUR  NEXT  ENCOUNTER 
WITH        A/A^e  HOPEFULLY  DURING  NEXT  TRIP  TO 

NA  PHO  CAMP. 
BT 


ACTION  DC-2(2)  (U.P,6,7.8.F) 
INFO      CJCSW  J3(6)  NIDSd)  J3:NMCC(1)  JAW  J5(2) 

SEC0EF:(1)  SECDEF  (9)  USDP(15)  ASD:PA(1)  NMIC(1) 
AT-3(1)  DlO(l)   DB-2(1)   DB-2C(1)  DB-JiD3(l)  DIA(l) 
DB-6D(1) 
+SAFE 


MCN-83297/00910      TOU" 83297/07 222      TA0-83297/0722Z  C0SN-MIA367 

PAGE  1  or  1 

'  2407182  OCT  S3 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
JCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 

ROUTINE  ZYUW  RUEKJCS8235  23U]3i*U 

R  211555Z  OCT  83 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//DC-2// 

TO      USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//JCRC-LNO// 

INFO  USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3//      CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 


REFS:     A.     USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  02O021Z  MAR  8^.  SUBJ:  ALLEGED 
U.S.  REMAINS  IN  POSSESSION  OF  LAO  RESISTANCE 

B.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  I7IIO9Z  SEP  82,  SUBJ:  REFUGEE 
STATUS  REPORT 

C.  DIA  MSG  DTG  I62153Z  SEP  82.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  DETAINED  IN 

LAOS 

D.  DIA  MSG  DTG  291923Z  JUL  82.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 
DETAINED   IN  LAOS 

E.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  IOO808Z  NOV  8I,  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS 
ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS 

F.  DIA  MSG  HTG  O6OOO3Z  NOV  8I.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 
DETAINED  IN  LAOS 

G.  USDAO  BANGKOK  MSG  DTG  nOl*08Z  SEP  81,  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS 
ALLEGEDLY  DETAINED  IN  LAOS  • 

H.  DIA  MSG  DTG  Oi«2102Z  SEP  8I.  SUBJ:     U.S.  PWS  ALLEGEDLY 
DETAINED  IN  LAOS 

1.  IN  REF  A  YOU  REPORTED  RESULTS  OF  YOUR  CONVERSATION  WITH 
r^^/^i  CONCERNING      ^crujrcc  ALL  OF  THE  OTHER  REFS 

PERTAIN  TO  YOUR  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE  TE    (IF   IN  FACT  HE  EXISTS). 

2.  DURING  OUR  LAST  INTERVIEW  WITH       <icx<rce  ON  1?  NOV  82. 

INSISTED  THAT  HIS  NAME   IS  REALLY  VORASARN.     AS  YOU  KNOW 
HAS  TWICE  FAILED  POLYGRAPH  QUESTIONS   INDICATING  TO  US  THAT  HIS 
NAME  IS  NOT  VORASARN.     ADDITIONALLY,     c^t-c*.  HAS  REVEALED  THAT  IT 
was'  who  PROVinrn  pai  SE   IDENTITY  PAPERS  FOR 

SO  IN  THE  NAME  OF      STA*r<:^  HAS  ADMITTED  THAT'  •^o^'rC'f 

IS  NOT  HIS  TRUE  NAME.     REF  A   INDICATES     5Cn^»^«^«.  <>C 
IS  ALSO  A  THAI   DAM.     SINCE  WE  CONTINUE  TO  EXPERIENCE  DIFFICULTY  IN 
IDENTIFYING  THE  TRUE  NAME  OF'   *i.c^Kce    TWO  THOUGHTS  HAVE  OCCURRED  TO 
US.     ONE   IS  THAT  POSSIBLY      Srt^rc^          IS  THE  TRUE  NAME  OF  '  -Scurt^ 
THEREFORE'  ^  <^     DOES  NOT  EXIST  IN  THE  REFUGEE  SYSTEM.  SECONDLY. 
SINCE  '  ALLEGEDLY  PROVIDED  FALSE  IDENTITY  PAPERS  TO'  4crur<< 

PERHAPS  i  z-/.;-^    CAN  IDENTIFY    ^«mrt.^  FROM  A  PICTURE  AND  PROVIDE  US 
HIS  TRUE  IDENTITY. 

3.  REQUEST  YOU  SHOW  A  PHOTO  OF     $tnA«^<.e  TO  A^^^ m\S,  REOUEST 
HIM  TO  IDENTIFY  THAT  PHOTO.     IF  YOU  DO  NOT  HAVE  A  PHOTO  OF   ^crvcK6«  , 
WE  WILL  PROVIDE  YOU  WITH  ONE.     ALSO  VERIFY  WITH    A//^7nf  WHETHER  OR 
NOT  HE  DID  PROVIDE    ^Otc^c*   WITH  FALSE   IDENTITY  PAPERS.  APPRECIATE 
VERY  MUCH  YOUR  EFFORTS  ON  THIS  MATTER. 


ACTION  DC-2  (2)  (D,6,8,F) 
INFO      NMIC  (1)   V0(1)  DIA(l) 
+SAFE 

MCN'33294/05129       TOR'83294/l944Z       T AD>83294/2047Z  C0SN>MIA369 

PAGE  1  OF  1 
2115552  OCT 
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7    JUL  mi 

A360/DC-2  /50501/7  Jul  83/paf. 

MEMORAiroUM  FOR  THE  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  OPERATIONS,  CIA 


CONCURREHCeS 


SUBJECT: 


Reported  Presence  of  American  Prisoners  of  War  in  the  Lao  Peqp^ff*B " 
Democratic  Republic 


Reference:    DIA  memorandum      11901,  27  December  1982,  subject:     sane  as  «bcve 


{ nd 


1.  The  purpose  of  this  correspondence  Is  to  summarize  our  coijti|nulng 

efforts  to  confirm  claims  by  four  sources  vho  alleged  to  have  seen 
prisoners  in  Laos  in  recent  years  and  to  request  that  your  agency  develoi_ 
pursue  leads  that  might  permit  conclusive  assessments  of  the  possibility 
U.S.  PWs  were  being  held  at  the  locations  and  periods  of  time  described 
these  sources.     Members  of  my  staff  are  available  to  assist  at  your  requ^stj. 
Copies  of  all  files  regarding  each  case  also  will  be  transmitted  to  you 
desire. 


2.  Referenced  memorandum  requested  your  assistance  to  conflrn 

story  received  from/  'ycrvcrc^  "J  a  Lao  refugee  residing  in  the  U.S.,  i 
claimed  that  he  saw  five  or  six  PWs  in  Laos  during  1977/1978.  The  story 
not  have  enough  detail  to  permit  a  conclusive  analysis.  The  refugee  has 
taken  polygraph  examinations  in  which  "no  deception  was  indicated"  regarc 
his  sighting.  Subsequantly,  CIA  contacted  and  interviewed  the  refugee, 
story  remained  unchanged.  V7e  are  currently  studying  the  feasibility  of 
employing  hypnosis  as  a  means  of  helping  this  source  remember  specific  de 


tl  at 


3.  During  late  May  and  June  1983,  CIA  notified  DIA  about  an 

citizen  who  contacted  the  CIA  representative  at  Ft.  Bragg,  North  Carolina,  and 
described  a  trip  he  allegedly  took  into  Laos,  North  Vietnam,  and  China.  during 
the  trip,  this  American  claimed  he  saw  three  Caucasians  under  guard  in  Laos 
whom  he  was  told  were  "U.S.  PWs."    DIA  subsequently  interviewed  this  AmerCcin 
and  is  currently  attempting  to  verify  those  aspects  of  his  account  that  are 
subject  to  possible  verification. 


decepti  >n 
id 
1912 


A.  .  Two  other  Lao  refugees ,V.   /v/i-?»*g  jand  '  ^'A^i^iC 

administered  polygraph  examinations  that  showed  no  indications  of 
regarding  their  claimed  sightings  of  American  prisoners.     ^J^^*l^  report 
seeing  one  Black  American  in  Muong  Sen  (northern  Lao  panhandle)  during 

/•y^^i  reported  seeing  five  Americans  In  Vleng  Sal  (near  Sam 

during  January  1976.     In  neither  Instance  was  the  source  able  to  provide 
sufficient  detail  to  permit  any  correlation  to  any  specific  unacco\inted-f{>r 
American.     Complete  background  on  each  case  is  available  from  our  files 


Coord  Cy  ' 
DC-2  Stayback  Cy 


itig 

pis- 


4eia) 


'OR  FIUINO  TOl 


OIA  FORM  343  (Z-7a)  OFf  ICIAL  FILE  COFV 


863 


5.  Our  Investigations  have  not  yet  provided  evidence  to  corroborate 
any  of  above  stories;  however,  the  polygraph  results  have  stlnnilated  a  keen 
Interest  In  seeking  further  Information  before  forming  any  conclusive  judgments. 

6.  Point  of  contact  In  this  matter  Is  Colonel  Mark  Richards,  DSAF,  DC-2, 
telephone:  697-2498 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  2034O- 


2  7  DEC  1988 

1436/VO-PH 
Mr.  Tom  Latimer 

Permanent  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence 
House  of  Representatives 
Washington.  D.C  20515 

Dear  Mr.  Latimer: 

This  is  to  follow  up  on  our  letter  of  14  December  which  responded  to  a  query 
from  Representative  Gerry  Sikorski  regarding  the  alleged  sighting  of  U.S. 
PWs  in  Laos. 

Further  research  has  revejaled  that  over  seven  years  ago  we  received  a  report 
which  contained  some  elements  similar  to  the  claims  Bill  Hendon  made  at  the 
news  conference  to  which  I  referred  in  toy  earlier  letter.   Although  the 
source  was  polygraphed  twice,  the  results  of  which  indicated  no  deception, 
the  individual  is  a  heavy  drug  user  and  was  using  dnigs  at  the  time,  which 
would  invalidate  the  polygraph  examination  results.    He  has  also  been 
convicted  and  Jailed  on  rape  charges  in  California. 


Nevertheless,  the  source's  record  aside,  his  claim  to  have  seen  six 
Caucasians  in  mid-1977  in  Laos  is  considered  to  be  without  substance.  Other 
sources  in  the  same  area  at  the  same  time  report  an  absence  of  Americans  in 
any  capacity;  however,  they  do  report  the  presence  of  Soviet  advisors,  which 
may  account  for  the  source's  reported  sighting  of  "Caucasians." 

I  hope  this  additional  information  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  and 
Congressman  Sikorski  in  responding  to  his  constituent. 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH  A.  SCHLAHER 
Colonel ,  USA 

Chief,  Special  Office  for  Prisoners 
of  War  and  Missing  in  Action 
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GERRY  SIKORSKI 


v..  v.. 


WASHINGTON  OFFICE: 
4  1 4  CANNON  HC  USE  OFFICE  SLOC 
WASHINGTON.  OC  20iM 
(20J)  JI5-23JI 


WHIP  AT  LARGE 


ENERGY  AND  COMMERCE 


DENNIS  McGRANN 
AOMINISTRATrVC  ASSISTANT 


POST  OFFICE  AND  CIVIL  SERVICE 


DISTRICT  OFFICE; 

(OeO  UNIVERSITY  AVENUE  N£. 
FWOUY.  MN  SS433-I8S2 
(612)  7SO-S80I 


CHAIRMAN.  HUMAN  RESOURCES 


CongrejijS  of  tfte  ^niteb  ^tatejS 
J^onit  of  EepreiSentatibeg 
aaa^fjinston,  5®C  20515 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON 
CHILDREN,  YOUTH,  AND  FAMILIES 


JUDY  SANDERS 
DISTRICT  DIRECTOR 


November   17,  19S8 


The  Honorable  Louis  Stokes,  Chairman 
Select  Comnittee  on  Intelligence 
«05  Capitol 

Washington,  D. .C.  20515 

Dear  Mr.  Chairman: 

I  am  writing  yoq  concerning  a  possible  live  sighting  of  five 
P.O.W. /M. I .A. s   in  Northern  Laos.     Enclosed   is  a   letter   from  one 
of  my  constituents.     Please  apprise  me  with  any   inforn^tion  you 
are  able  to  share  concerning  this   issue,  and  a  newspaper  account 
of   this   sighting.     Thank  you   for  your  time. 


GS:ct 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20340- 


0-1402/VO-PW 


a  •':  DEC  1338 


Mr.  Tom  Latimer 

Permanent  Select  Committee  on  Intelligence 
House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Dear  Mr.  Latimer: 


This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  from  Representative  Gerry  Sikorski  which 
you  forwarded  to  OIA  along  with  correspondence  from  his  constituent, 
Mrs.       V/v»Y\i2^      ,  who  writes  regarding  the  alleged  sighting  of  American 
prisoners  of  war  in  Laos. 

The  report      l^ffO^^      cites,  which  was  printed  in  the  "Letters  to  the 
Editor"  section  of  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer^Press  Dispatch,  does  not  appear  to 
be  based  upon  intelligence  information  in  the  possession  of  the  U.S. 
Government.    It  does,  however,  bear  a  strong    resemblance  to  a  claim  made  in 
an  August  1987  speech  by  former  Congressman  Bill  Hendon  during  a  news 
conference  in  front  of  the  Lao  Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C.    In  his  prepared 
remarks,  which  were  printed  arid  widely  distributed,  Mr.  Hendon  said: 

"Fifty  held  at  a  camp  near  Muong  Kua  in  northern  Laos,  ^o'^ 
where  a  Laotian  delivering  rice  to  a  military  camp 
passed  within  arms  length  of  5  U.S.  POWs,  all  thin, 
handcuffed,  wearing  ankle  chains  and  tied  one  to  the 
other  with  rope.    'Those  are  American  POWs,'  the  guard 
said,  'we  have  50  of  them  in  this  camp.'  (Double 
Polygraph  Confirmed)" 

We  have  nothing  to  substantiate  the  validity  of  Mr.  Hendon 's  report,  nor  has 
he  offered  any  evidence  to  back  it  up. 

Regretfully,  claims  such  as  those  made  by  Mr.  Hendon  give  the  American 
people  the  erroneous  impression  that  we  possess  hard  evidence  of  U.S.  PWs  in 
Indochina  and  that  we  are  ignoring  it.    As  you  know,  this  Agency  takes  very 
seriously  the  priority  the  President  has  placed  on  the  PW/MIA  issue  and  our 
obligation  to  pursue  an  accounting  for  the  missing  American  servicemen  and 
civilians.    If  compelling  evidence  of  prisoners  is  developed,  efforts  to 
bring  our  men  back  will  proceed  immediately  from  that  point. 


Sincerely, 


JOSEPH  A.  SCHLATTER 
Colonel ,  USA 

Chief,  Special  Office  for  Prisoners 
of  War  and  Missing  in  Action 
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6  MAY  1986 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

SUBJECT:    Status  of    ^jtnJLfC-C  as  of  May  1986 

1.  On  18  April  1986,       ■Seurc-^'         telephoned  an  analyst 
in  VO-PW  to  report  on  his  current  dilemma.    On  25  March  1986 

SC^rc-e-         was  arrested  by  police  in  Merced,  California 
and  charged  with  child  abuse  (having  sexual  intercourse  with 
the  12-year  old  sister  of  his  wife).    He  was  released  on.  11 
April  1986,  under  $1000  bail,  and  is  awaiting  trial, 
sov'o        denies  the  charge.    While  in  jail,  he  was  beaten  by 
inmates  on  three  occasions,  and  is  now  afraid  of  returning 
to  jail  after  his  trial.      $caxifc-«^  telephoned  VO-PW  to 

volunteer  to  return  to  Laos  in  search  of  American  PWs, 
because  he  would  rather  die  in  Laos  than  in  jail  in  Merced. 

2.  On  21  April  1986,  the  VO-PW  analyst  talked  to  members  of 
the  Lao  community  in  Merced  and  learned  that  ^^^rvcr^-^ 

is  addicted  to  the  drug  marijuana,  that  he  is  a  dealer  in 
marijuana,  and  that  his  addiction  to  drugs  extends  back  to 
his  residency  in  Laos  in  the  1970 's.    At  present,  he  is 
extremely  nervous,  and  his  hands  shake  visibly  because  of 
his  addiction  and  ingestion  of  heavy  doses  of  marijuana. 

3.  "SfrtAjrc-c-  current  address  is: 
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Centre - 

ad^:^  JL/i^  Z^-^&rM  ^  M.  AiiA  Cc/^^^^A -/^aJ  l^-Mjt  vKi 

doctdx  ciutoJ>4^  Wf^/s  A^ti^  l^^<LoJ^cm  &^ 

InfiiiLCK^ to  Ute  lyy  J<u^  o^Q^ 
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THIS  PAGE  CONFIDENTIAL-.  I f-T  AKA  FILLED  OR 
.C0NFIDENTIALITY;IS"YES    ;       :   :  : 


NAME  3      t%^'^  *!>eurc-^ 

AKA     16  i  >, 


BOAT  NUMBER    34,i£^^:  "  UNKNOWN 


CONF IDENT I AL I T Y37 : 


CNTRY  LOCATED  2?  : 
CNTRY  REPORTED  TlO: 
TYPE  SIGHTING  46  .: 
1ST  SIGHTING  42  : 
2ND  SIGHTING  47^' 


CORRELATION 


NM  ALBUQUERQUE 


#1 
1^ 


US  STATE/CITY  15 
LA 

POW-F/H 


ATTOPEU       11     144800N     12  IO6S6OOE 


32  PROC 


SUBSOURCES 

ACTIONS  51 
SP  REMARKS  45 
REMARKS  36 
DATE  REQEIVED. 
SUSPENSE: 


27: 
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810623  DI-7C  MFR 
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/  FOLOUT  UNKttCAU  ATTOPEU  APR  80 
:.  .!  8 1 0623  DATE  OF  IHfJi 

ADDRESS:        <:^&u^C<  d^ftS^ 


ANALYST  13: 
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DEPARTMENT  OP  -THE  AIR  FORCE 
AIR  FORCE  OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS  DISTRICT  4  (AFOSI) 
Andrew!  AFB,  Vathlngton,  DC  20331 

REPORT  OF 

,.,OFF.lCB  OF  OKLOlVlr  AFOSI  HUt-A, 
'JtSPKldiMCBt  '^^^nllE'iiil  iRepoxt  . 
■^^S*CAW6t^''<!toaa<l-^  •  ^ 

PREPARED  BYi  SA  VBSLEY  R.  PEARCB/llr 

TITLEi  ^<:?^^^C  MaU  Bornt  1956,  Laos,  Civilian 

Allen,  SSANt  Unit,  Albtiquerque,  NM 

DISTRIBUTION I 

DIA  (D1-E2)  f  Act  ton)  _Z 

HQ  AFOSI/IVSP  2 

File  1 

GERALD  V.  CRAIG,  SA 

Chief,  Capitol  Polygraph  Region 


INVESTIGATION 

DATE*   2  2  NOV  1982 

•  ■ :  i-  •  ■  pERioDi  17  Nov •  «2^;;v, 
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OBMILSt 

This  lnv«scit«tiOB  MS  inteUt«d  by  thm  Cnnadar,  AF08X  Diserlet  4, 
AFB  (AAFB)»..MD»  for  tk«  purpes*  of  raperelng  cb«  rasvlts  of  «  polygraph 
Raa^tfktlon  artlBlalatarad  ee  SUBJECT*  aa  raqaaatad  by  DIA  and  apprevadj  bfy  QQ^  ArosI 


^.  .  On  17  Nov  82,  Mr.  MICBABL  BOBNS, 
^rovldad  tha  follewlnt  laforaatloai 


DIA*  waa  Intarvlawad*  by  eha  «rlCar*  and 


In  1977-78*  whila  at  tha  Itoeng  Khoa  Datanclon  Cantar  (MKDC),  Laoa,  SUBJECT  la 
allagad  co  bava  aaan  aix  «ritlta  nan  In  chalna  at  tha  cantar.  SUBJECT  allagaa  that 
lia  waa  told  by  a  PATBBT  LAO  that  tha  irfilta  aan  vara  AMrleana.  BURNS  ralatad  that 
^UBJBCT  atataa  that  ha  only  aaw  tha  aan  for  approxliMtaly  ona  alnnta.  SUBJECT 
^tlll  cUliM  to  ba  tha  aon  of  a  fonwr  Lao  pollca  ganaral  (KAM8ENG  V01A8ABM). 

ding  to  BUBN8  SUBJECT  allagaa  that  ha  aaauaad  ttha  naaa      ^«w<^  «ban  ha  • 

a««lVfd>\lWti^  antarlng'tha  U.8*;^v  •. 

On  17  Nov  82*  SUBJECT  vaa  adalnlatarad  a  ploygraph  axaainatlbn  by  tha  \ 
^itar  and  SA  JAMBS  M0KRX8ON*  DOD  Cartlfiad  Polygraph  Bxaainar.  Prior  to  tha  axaal>  \ 
^tlon  SUBJECT  algnad  a  Stataawnt  of  Conaant  to  a  Polygraph  Bxaailnatlon  in  tha 

eaanea  of  r><A^i  Intarpratar.  It  should  ba  aotad  that  tha  Stataaant  i 

tranalatad  into  Laotian  by   ^<    '  and  SUBJECT  aeknewladgad  undoratanding. 
Ing'  tha  pra-taat  intarviav  SUBJECT  rapaatad  aaaantially  tha  aaaa  Infonutlon 
^rovldad  aarliar  to  BUKNS.  Ha  atatad  that  ha  aaw  sis  wfalta  twn,  in  chalna,  at  MKDC 
~aoaattaa  in  1977-1978.  Ba  ovarhaard  eaap  parsennal  idantify  tbaa  as  Aaaricana.  Ba 
Vaa  forthar  told  by  a  PATHBL  LAO  that  tha  aan  wara  Aaar leans.  Ba  ralatad  that  ha 

fiad  and  tha  slMrt  tia«  span  (ona  ainvto)  that  ha  obaarvad  thaa.  In  regards  to  hia 
fldantlty  SUBJECT  atataa  that  the  naaw       ro>^«/  «  a  falsa  nana.  Ha  atatai 

that  in  1980  ha  waa  glvan  an  identity  card  with  that  naaa  by  and  baa 

jiaad  that  naaa  daring  his  procaasing  for  entry  into  the  U.S.  The  following  are  tha 
'Relevant  queatlena  aaked  and  the  answera  giveat 


'a.    Did  you  aaa  any  white 


in  that  detention  caap  at  Moong  Khoat    Aaai  Yes 


b.    Did  you  aaa  any  white  aen  in  that  detention  caaip  at  Huong  Khoa  between 
^'V/  1977-19781    Anat  Yea 


c.  Did  soaaona  at  that  detention  caap  tall  you  thoae  white  aen  were 
AaericansT    Anai  Yea 

d.  Did  you  talk  to  any  of  these  white  aen  at  Huong  Khoa  Detention  CenterT 
Ana I  No 


Aftar  an  analyais  of  the  charts  produced  it  waa  tha  opinion  of  the  Exaainars 
that  there  waa  no  deception  indicated  in  SUBJECT'S  responaea  to  the. above  relevant 
queationa. 

Following  tha  f Irat  teat  SUBJECT  waa  able  to  narrow  down  tha  alleged  sightings 
to  approxiaia^aly  Aug-Sep  77.  Thia  aasuaption  waa  derived  at  via  tha  following 
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■echodi  SUBJECT  was  lnearc«rat«d  In  a  refora  achool  In  Apr  i^»:iApjftpj0j^ 
■ontha  lacer  he  arrived  at  KH62*  Hit  arrival  at  KM62  would  1^  ap^ipii^kjla^^^ 
77.  Re  waa  aaalgned  to  KM62  for  ApproxlnatiBly  one  month.  During  thiat!one  month  he 
went  to  the  HKDC  and  observed  the  Americana.  In  relation  to  hla  Identity  SlTUioX' . 
provided  a  different  apelllng  of  hla  name  than  the  one  previously  re'pbrted*  Aceqird- 
ing  to  SUBJECT  his  name  la  spelled  S0N6KOT  V0SA8AN  vice  60inCQTp,V0RilBAmr-r^ 
dited  also  that  he  has  a  alster^  VtLAIVAN  VOBASAHt  cur^pnitj^ii'uUlrtiUn^ 
He  has  had  no  form  of  contact  with  her  since  1980*  SUBJECT  ststed'that  he^'aliici  has 
a  brother  TEMG  V0RA8AM  realdlng  In  the  U.S.  He  could  provlde.no  Information  ai  to 
addresses  or  phone  numbers  concerning  his  sister  or  brother..  He  advised  that  he 
did  have  his  sister's  address  at  one  time,  however.  It  wa  stolen,  along  with  ether,  . 
documents,  during  the  last  year. 

A  second  series  was  conducted  to  establish  SUBJECT'S  Ide^itlty.  The  following 
are  the  relevant  questions  asked  and  the  answers  glvent 

-T;>V«.    Is  your  father  KAMSEHG  VORASANT    Anst  Yes  i.  . 

/SAt*    lii  your  true  name  SOHCSCOt  VORASMtT    Ansi  Yw-  r'v^'  ]  ■ 

^'^g.    Did  you  lie  to  U.S.  authorities  about  your  family?    Ansi  No 

Are  you  presently  working  for  any  foreign  govemment^or  group?    Aosi  No 

After  analysis  of  the  charts  produced  it  was  the  opinion fof  the  Examiner  that 
there  was  deception  indicated  at  question  e  and  f|  no  deception  Indicated  at 
question  g|  inconclusive  results  at  question  h.  During  the  post-test  interview 
SUBJECT  continued  to  state  that  he  was  SONGKOT  VORASAN.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Examiner;- thf|^.furj;herr^^fJti^Pg*^  idei)tlty4i9)^uld<^b(^^^ 
'productive. ' In  that  SUBJE(3T  has  been  interviewed  extensively  concerning  his  back- 
ground, administered  two  polygraph  tests,  is  possibly  adopted,  and  is  currently 
utilising  an  admitted  fake  name         <)o-f<*  )  conclusive  results  via  further 

polygraph  testing  would  be  highly  improbable. 

All  deta  pertaining  to  the  above  polygraph  examination  IS  being  retained  in 
the  files  of  HQ  AFOSI  and  will  be  made  available  for  review  to  proper  authority 
upon  request. 


STATUS t  CLOSED 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
Air  Force  Office  of  Special  Investigations  District  U  (AFOSl) 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Washington,  DC  20331 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN:  AFOSI  DIST  4  DATE:  29  Jul  81 

REFERENCE:  INITIAL  REPORT  File  NO: 

STATUS:  CLOSED  PERIOD:  28-29  Jul  81 
REPARED  BY:  SA  GERALD  W.  CRAIG 


TITLE:  ^o-r^ 
SSAN:  UnK 


DISTRIBUTION: 
HO  AFOSI/CVPG 

(DIA  -  Info  -  2) 
File 


FRED  N.  HOPEWELL,  (/olonel, 
Coinnander 


USAF 
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DETAILS: 

1.  This  report  was  Initiated  by  the  Commander,  AFOSI  District  4.  Andrews  AFB 
(AAFB),  MD,  based  on  a  request  for  polygraph  examination  of  SUBJECT  from  the 
Defense  Intelligence  Agency  (OIA)  Washington.  DC.  That  request  was  approved 
by  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG  on  20  Jul  81. 

2.  On  28  Jul  81,  Mr.  PATRICK  HIRT,  DIA.  advised  essentially  as  follows: 

SUBJECT  was  a  Laotian,  but  DIA  had  very  little  knowledge  of  his  background. 
SUBJECT  spoke  no  English.  DIA  Information  Indicated  that  SUBJECT  may  have  seen 
American  prisoners  In  Laos  as. recently  as  1977.  DIA  desired  a  polygraph  exam- 
ination of  SUBJECT  In  an  effort  to  verify  or  discount  his  reported  sighting. 

3.  On  28,  29  Jul  81,  SUBJECT  was  administered  polygraph  examinations  at  AAFB 
by  the  writer  and  SA  BRUCE  A.  THOf-lSON,  DOD  Certified  Polygraph  Examiners. 
HIRT  and  a  DIA  translator  were  present  during  the  examinations,  and  SUBJECT 
executed  a  Statement  of  Consent  to  polygraph  examination  voluntarily.  On  29 
Jul  81,  SA  WESLEY  R.  PEARCE,  DOD  Certified  Polygraph  Examiner,  was  present 
during  part  of  the  examination. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
I,  with  SUBJECT'S  respective  answers: 

1.  Did  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoa?  Yes. 

2.  Did  you  see  six  white  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoa  In  19777  Yes. 

3.  Did  that  Pathet  Lao  tell  you  those  six  white  prisoners  were  Americans? 

Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  the  above  test,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  insufficient  responses  were  present,  and 
the  test  had  to  be  deemed  Inconclusive.  It  should  be  noted  that  considerable 
difficulty  was  encountered  In  getting  SUBJECT  to  talk  freely  about  his  back- 
ground to  facilitate  control  question  formulation. 

The  following  are  the  relevant  questions  asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series 
II  on  29  Jul  81,  with  his  respective  answers: 

1.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  seeing  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa?  Yes. 

2.  Are  you  telling  the  truth  about  seeing  six  white  prisoners  near  Muong 
Khoa  in  Mid-1977?  Yes. 

3.  Did  that  truck  guard  tell  you  those  prisoners  v/ere  Americans?  Yes. 

4.  Did  you  yourself  speak  to  those  white  prisoners?  No. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  Test  Series  II,  it  was 
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the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  questions  1  and  3  did 
not  Indicate  deception,  questions  2  and  4  rendered  Inconclusive  results.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  only  difference  between  questions  1  and  2  was  the 
addition  of  the  words  "In  Mid-1977"  to  question  2.  SUBJECT  had  been  carefully 
Interviewed  regarding  the  date  of  the  alleged  sighting  and  It  was  possible 
that  he  had  become  over  sensitized  by  that  date. 

After  Initially  balking,  SUBJECT  agreed  to  undergo  an  additional  test  re- 
garding his  Identity  and  background.  The  following  are  the  relevant  questions 
asked  to  SUBJECT  during  Test  Series  III,  with  his  respective  answers: 

1.  Is  your  name  SONKOTH  V0RASARN7  Yes. 

2.  Is  your  father's  name  KAT^ENG  VORASARN?  Yes. 

3.  Was  your  father  a  Lao  police  general  for  the  King?  Yes. 

4.  Did  you  perform  resistance  activities  for  MR  LOUANN?  Yes. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  Test  Series  II,  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Examiners  that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  questions  2  and  4 
did  not  Indicate  deception.  No  opinion  could  be  rendered  regarding  questions 
1  and  3  as  the  responses  were  inconclusive.  It  should  again  be  noted  that 
SUBJECT  underwent  lengthy  Interview  regarding  his  name  and  Identity  and  may 
have  become  sensitized  to  that  issue.  Also,  SUBJECT  balked  at  undergoing  poly- 
graph examination  regarding  his  background,  and  thus.  Test  Series  III  was  not 
administered  under  ideal  conditions.  However,  the  needs  of  the  OIA  investi- 
gation warranted  the  administration  of  that  final  Test  Series. 

All  data  pertaining  to  this  examination  is  on  file  at  HQ  AFOSI/CVPG, 
Boiling  AFB,  DC. 

STATUS:  Closed 
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?  (  ^  JNIirO  STATI  S  GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

oATc.    15  November  1982 

■tCPLVTO  _« 
ATTNOTl  DC 

suajKCT.    PW/MIA  Daily  Report 

TO.    DR  .  ' 

The  following  has  transpired  today  on  PW/MIA  activities: 

-  Interview  of  Lao  Refugee  in  Washington,  D.C. 

•  In  July  1981,  DIA  interviewed  and  polygraphed  a  Lao  refugee, 
^ifo^rcc,  who  claimed  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian 

prisoners  in  northern  Luang   Prabang  Province,  Laos,  in  mid- 
1977  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.  The 
refugee  further  reported  that  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier  told  him 
that  there  were  50  U.S.  PWs  detained  in  that  area  and  that  the 
SIX  white  persons  were  U.S.  prisoners. 

"  After  a  preliminary  polygraph  examination  of         given  in  July 
1981  proved  inconclusive,  a  second  series  of  relevant  questions 
was  asked  of  the  source.    In  four  key  questions  in  the  final 
polygraph  examination  series  he  was  judged  as  "not  deceptive" 
on  two  and  "inconclusive"  on  two.    However,  his  evasiveness 
concerning  his  family  background  <he  stated  that  he  had  assumed 
a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing  through  the 
refugee  stream  and  claimed  to  be  the  youngest  son  of  a  former 
Royal  Lao  police  general)  made  formulation  of  control  questions 
difficult  and  therefore  the  entire  polygraph  series  was  diffi- 
cult to  evaluate. 

°  Attempts  to  substantiate  the  source's  reported  relationship  to 
the  former  Royal  Lao  general  were  unsuccessful.    Due  to  this 
fact  and  the  inconclusiveness  of  the  preliminary  polygraph 
examination,  it  was  determined  that  Soxtrc*  would  be 

asked  to  participate  in  another  series  of  detailed  Interviews 
and  polygraph  examinations. 

*•  On  14  November,     s»^X1^c■c.         arrived  in  Washington,  D.C.  to 
take  part  in  Interviews  and  polygraph  examinations  relative  to 
his  U.S.  PW  sighting.    DI-E2  analysts,  a  Lao  interpreter  from 
FBIS  and  an  OSI  polygrapher  will  conduct^he  in^Jifrview/examlnatlon. 

^JDHN  E.  KENNEDY 
'Lieutenant/Colonel,  USAF 
Chief,  PW/MIA  Branch 


OPTIONAL  rORM  NO.  I* 
(RCV.  1-«0) 

CSA  rPMK {«!  CKR)  lOI-l I .« 
SOI»-tl4 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20340- 

DIA  EVALUATION  OF  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  LAO  REFUGEE 

<,&vcrce 


SUMMARY:    A  Lao  refugee  has  reported  observing  six  Caucasians  In  a  camp  In 
northern  Laos  around  1977,  and  being  told  by  Communist  Pathet  Lao  guards 
that  the  Caucasians  were  part  of  a  larger  group  of  50  Americans  being  held. 

DETAILS:    Lao  refugee       ^jbx^-rc  «_ 

entered  Thailand  4  July  1979;  when  he  was  interviewed  In  November 
1979  he  gave  no  indication  of  PW/MIA  knowledge.    He  entered  the  United 
States  1n  August  1980  and  in  1981  reported  to  friends  that  1n  April  1977  he 
had  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  Luang  Prabang  Province,  Laos,  while 
delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao  field  unit.    The  sighting  reportedly 
lasted  for  15  minutes,  during  which  he  claims  a  guard  told  him  that  there 
were  50  U.S.  PWs  being  detained  in  that  area,  and  that  the  six  white 
persons  were  U.S.  prisoners. 

ANALYSIS:     In  July  1981,     Se-t^rt«-        was  administered  a  polygraph 
examination  relative  the  sighting  Information.    Of  11  questions  asked, 
results  were  Inconclusive  on  seven;  no  deception  was  indicated  as  to  his 
claim  to  have  seen  white  persons  near  Huang  Khoa,  and  about  the  guards 
telling  him  that  the  prisoners  were  American.    Also,  no  deception  was 
indicated  about  his  statement  that  his  father's  name  was  Vorasan; 
admitted  later  that  this  claim  was  a  lie. 


In  November  1982,       9eT^rc«2-     was  polygraphed  again.    During  the  pre- 
test interview  he  indicated  that  the  prisoners  were  in  chains,  that  the 
sighting  occurred  through  the  rearview  mirror  of  the  truck  he  was  riding, 
that  the  sighting  lasted  less  than  one  minute,  and  that  It  occurred 
between  1977  and  1978.    There  was  no  deception  indicated  relative  his 
answer  that  he  saw  white  men  at  Muang  Khoa.    He  was  asked  if  he  had  lied 
about  his  family  and  he  stated  no;  the  polygrapher  indicated  no  deception 
to  this  question.    Again,     <^owvrtc.'       has  admitted  that  he  did  lie  about 
his  family  in  an  effort  to  assist  his  resettlement  into  the  United  States. 

In  1983,    ^eiAlTC-e—      was  interviewed  In  his  native  language.    The  date 
of  the  sighting  was  changed  to  mid-1978,  the  prisoners  were  reported  to  be 
tied  In  chains  from  head  to  foot  and  walking  to  a  nearby  pond  to  take  a 
bath.    The  prisoners  were  dressed  in  grey  uniforms;   C<7Vcvte-  overheard  the 
guards  state  that  they  still  had  50  American  PWs. 

Lastly,      «,o-vcvt<_      was  interviewed  again  in  August  1985.    At  the  time 
of  the  sighting  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  In  northern  Laos;  his 
dest1nat4on  had  been  Luang  Prabang.    He  reported  that  the  sighting  of  the 
six  Caucasians,  nationality  unknown,  occurred  in  a  camp,  as  the  truck  in 
which  he  was  riding,  was  leaving"  the  camp. 
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In  1986.  DIA/PW-MIA  learned  from  numerous  Lao  refugees  In  the  United  States 
that  S&urce.  was  a  gangster  and  drug  addict  and  dealer  and  that  his 

addiction  started  when  he  was  In  Laos  In  the  1970' s.    Also  In  1986,  S^tme. 
$<su.rc.^  was  arrested  In  California  and  convicted  of  a  felony  charge  of 
rape  and  molestation  of  a  child  under  14-year$  of  age,  the  sisterof  his 
wife.    Since  1986,    s^^^^  bew  available  for  further 

interview,  nor  1s  he  expected  to  be  In  the  future. 

EVALUATION:    This  report  Is  very  similar  to  previous  refugee  reporting 
wherein  the  sources  observed  Caucasians,  at  a  time  when  Soviet  advisory 
teams  were  known  to  be  present  in  the  area,  and  heard  a  Pathet  Lao  guard 
state  that  the  Caucasians  were  Americans.    It  is  highly  possible  that 
^w-fLt.  did  enter  a  camp  in  Muang  Khoa  and  see  several  Caucasians  as  he 
was  leaving  the  camp,  and  just  as  probable  that  the  Caucasians  that  he 
observed  were  Soviets.    Since  this  sighting  information  first  came  to  DIA's 
attention,  PW-MIA  has  interviewed  a  large  number  of  Lao  refugees  who  were 
held  for  years  in  Muang  Khoa  and  nearby,  especially  during  the  period  1975 
through  1980,  and  all  state  that  there  were  no  American  prisoners  held  in 
that  area.    They  do  state  that  Soviet  advisors  were  present  in  the  area. 
One  refugee  reports  that  he  observed  a  10-man  Soviet  advisory  team  at  Muang 
Khoa  when  he  visited  there  during  the  period  1979-1983,  and  he  learned  that 
the  Soviets  had  been  there  since  at  least  1977.    The  Soviets  used  Muang 
Khoa  as  a  base  camp  and  this  source  observed  the  Soviets  arrive  and  depart 
Huang  Khoa  to  work  In  the  local  area,  and  on  several  occasions  observed  the 
Soviets  travelling  in  Soviet  vehicles  with  Pathet  Lao  armed  escorts. 

Considering  the  large  number  of  previous  refugee  reports  that  there  were  no 
American  prisoners  in  or  near  Muang  Khoa  from  1975  on,  the  number  of 
reports  that  Soviet  advisory  teams  were  working  in  the  Muanq  Khoa  area,  and 
the  fact  that  Soviets  were  at  Muang  Khoa  when    ^yo^^c-*-        visited  there, 
whether  in  1977  or"  1978,  it  is  likely  that     ^^^trc-^  i  observed  Soviet 
personnel  at  Muang  Khoa. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    February  1990. 


PW-HIA  CATEGORY:    Non  U.S.;  Soviets. 
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Memorandum  for  Recor^^^  ^  22  November  1982 

SUBJECT:     Alleged  Sighting  of  Six  U.S.  PWs  in  Laos 


Background; 

On  23  June  1981,        /va^^c  a  full-time  employee  with 

the  New  Mexico  Air  National  Guard,  advised  DIA  that  he  received  a 
call  from  a  Lao  teacher  known  to  him  as    /jArrr]Q       who  teaches  in 
Albuquerque.      fjkt<\€^     told     /i'/»«c.    that  a  Lao  refugee  named  4euk*6^ 
Siw.v(.t.     had  observed  a  group  of  tall  Caucasians  in  Attopeu  Province, 
Laos,  in  April  1980. 

On  17  July  1981,  the  refugee  was  telephonically  contacted  by  DIA. 
He  claimed  to  have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Luang 
Prabang  Province  in  April  1980  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet 
Lao  (PL)   field  unit   (see  attached  map).  51^^c<:  claimed  that  a  PL  soldier 
told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PWs  detained  in  that  area  and  that 
the  six  white  persons  were  U.S.  PWs. 

During  28-30  July  1981,  DIA  interviewed   ^tnm^in  Washington,  D.C. 
advised  that  he  assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his 
processing  through  the  refugee  system.     He  then  claimed  his  true  name 
to  be  Songkot  Vorasarn,  the  youngest  son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  Police 
General. 


The  polygraph  examination  administered  to  ^c-M-rc^^in  July  1981  indi- 
cated that  ^evLTos-was  not  deceptive  when  he  asserted  seeing  white  PWs  , 
and  that  he  had  been  told  by  PL  soldiers  these  white  men  were  Americans. 

reported  that  three  friends  who  also  observed  the  white  men 
also  have  fled  Laos.     He  said  they  saw  the  U.S.  PWs  for  approximately 
15  minutes  from  an  approximate  distance  of  15  yards. 


Subsequent  Events  : 

To  date  DIA  has  been  unable  to  locate  any  of  the  friends  who 
claims  can  verify  his  sighting. 

We  were  successful  in  locating  the  daughter  of  the  Lao  Police 
General  who    St     claims  is  his  father.     She  claimed  that    5C  assisted 
her  and  her  husband  to  escape  Laos  into  Thailand  but  that  he  definitely 
is  not  part  of  her  family.     She  claimed  that  she  met  -^fwr%£^  in  a  reeducation 
camp  while  they  were  working  on  a  work  detail.     She  asserted  that 
he  visited  her  at  her  home  approximately  four  times  subsequent  to 
their  release  from  the  camp.     She  knew  him  as  She  also 
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informed  the  interviewees  that   <^c      had  called  her  and  her  brother, 
who  resides  in  the  U.S.,  and  attempted  to  get  a  photo  of  her  father 
to  assist  him  in  his  "resistance  activities"  but  both  she  and  her 
brother  declined  to  provide  the  photo.     She  described  '  S^rct^  as 
a  "likable  nut"  but  one  who  lies  to  the  extent  that  he  is  unreliable- 
as  a  reporter  of  fact.    Unfortunately,  she  would  not  allow  any  of 
the  information  which  she  provided  to  us  to  be  attributed  to  her. 

Ouring  15-18  November  1982,  6&?Ajf<Awas  reinterviewed  and  given 
another  polygraph  examination.     During  his  interviews  he- claimed  that 
he  has  not  contacted  the  daughter  or  son  of  the  Lao  Police  General 
since  his  arrival  in  the  U.S.    He  insists  that  he  is  the  son  of  the 
Lao  Police  General  and  when  confronted  with  the  fact  that  persons 
who  knew  the  Lao  Police  General  had  denied  his  being  the  Police  General's 
son  the  refugee  stated  we  could  believe  what  we  want.    He  claims  that 
the  convoy  consisted  of  three  trucks  and  not  six  as  previously  reported. 
He  claimed  that  he  saw  the  five  or  six  white  men  for  less  than  a  minute 
(part  of  that  time  through  the  mirror  attached  to  the  front  door  of 
the  truck  in  which  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  front  right  seat) .  He 
now  states  the  distance  between  he  and  the  white  men  was  approximately 
five  meters. 

There  was  no  deception  indicated  to  the  following  questions  asked 
of  the  refugee  during  his  polygraph  examination: 

a.  Did  you  see  any  white  men  in  that  detention  camp  at  Muong 
Khoa?    ANS:    Yes  .  '. 

b.  Did  you  see  any  white  men  in  that  detention  camp  at  Muong 
Khoa  between  1977-1978?    ANS:  Yes 

c.  Did  someone  at  that  detention  camp  tell  you  those  white  men 
were  Americans?    ANS:  Yes 

d.  Did  you  talk  to  any  of  these  white  men  at  Muong  Khoa  detention 
center?    ANS:  No 

e.  Did  you  lie  to  U.S.  authorities  about  your  family?  ANS: 
No 

Deception  was  indicated  to  the  following  questions: 

a.  Is  your  father  Kamseng  Vorasan?    ANS:  Yes 

b.  Is  your  true  name  Songkot  Vorasan?    ANS:  Yes 

When  asked  the  question  "Are  you  presently  working  for  any  foreign 
government  or  group?"  he  answered  "No".    The  polygraph  examiners 
judged  the  answer  to  be  inconclusive. 
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DI-E2  will  continue  attempts  to  locate  the  friends  who 
allegedly  also  saw  the  U.S.  PWs.    Based  on  the  recent  interview  of 
source,  a  detailed  imagery  analysis  is  underway.    The  Police  General's 
daughter  will  be  reinterviewed  in  Canada  and  all  leads  developed  will 
be  pursued. 
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-  On  23  June  '81,  a  full-time  employee  with  the  NM  Air  National 
Guard,  TDY  at  the  Pentagon  to  review  his  unit's  budget  advised 
DIA  that  several  days  before  the  report  of  a  mercenary  raid 
into  Laos  hit  the  press,  he  received  a  call  from  a  Lao  teacher 
known  to  him  as    ^^^,^1      who  teaches  in  Albuquerque.  //Ati?^^ 
told  Nk^t    that  he  had  recently  spoke  to  a  Lao  refugee  named 

c^i^v"<^c         who  reported  observing  a  group  of  tall  Caucasians 
in  Attopeu  Province  in  Apr  '80.    The  Caucasians  were  working  in 
a  field  and  appeared  to  be  in  good  health.     Ay^G_  advised 
that  4C-  is  a  single  man  who  resides  in  Albuquerque. 

-  On  17  July,  a  native  Lao  interpreter,  acting  on  behalf  of  DIA, 
contacted  the  refugee  in  Albuquerque.    The  refugee  claims  to 
have  observed  six  Caucasian  prisoners  in  northern  Luang  Prabang 
Province  in  Apr  '80  while  delivering  supplies  to  a  Pathet  Lao 
field  unit.    The  refugee  reported  that  a  Pathet  Lao  soldier 

.   told  him  that  there  were  50  U.S.  PWs  detained  in  that  area  and 
that  the  six  white  persons  were  U.S.  prisoners.    He  was  born 
in  Vientiane  on  5  Aug  '59.    He  was  never  in  the  Lao  military 
and  had  no  official  contact  with  the  USG  prior  to  1975. 

^j^A'  Dijrtng  28-30' July DIA  interviewed         in  Washington,  D.C.: 

°  During  the  course  of  the  debriefing,  the  refugee  advised  that 
he  assumed  a  fraudulent  identity  to  facilitate  his  processing 
through  the  refugee  system.  He  now  claims  to  be  the  youngest 
son  of  a  former  Royal  Lao  police  general.  However,  there  are 
possible  discrepancies  in  his  now  claimed  family  background. 
Investigative  action  is  being  undertaken  in  an  attempt  to 
determine  this  refugee's  actual  identity. 

<    **    Preliminary  polygraph  examination  indicates  that  this  refugee 
'-•fs  accurately  reporting  his  observation  and  what  he  was  told 
about  the  Caucasian  prisoners.    In  four  key  questions  in  the 
final  polygraph  exam  series  he  was  judged  giving  "no  deception" 
on  two  and  "inconclusive"  on  two.    However,  his  evasiveness  in 
his  family  background  made  control  questions  difficult  to 
formulate  and  therefore  the  polygra|)h  series  is  difficult  to 
evaluate.    The  bottom  line,  though,  is  at  the  moment  his  debrief 
was  more  positive  than  negative. 

The  refugee  reported  that  three  friends  who  observed  the 
Caucasians  have  also  fled  Laos,  two  being  located  possibly 
in  Thailand  ancf  one  in  Canada.    Follow-up  action  is  being 
•  conducted  to  locate  and  interview  these  individuals. 
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As  of  mid-Nov  '81  JCRC  is  still  attempting  to  locate  and  interview 
two  of  the  friends  5o  claims  saw  the  prisoners.    One  reportedly 
will  be  "away"  from  the  refugee  camp  for  about  three  months. 

Action  is  also  being  taken  to  locate  tJc      mother  in  southern 
Vientiane. 
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DIA  EVALUATION  OF  PW/MIA  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  LAO  IMMIGRANT 


SU^WARY:    Lao  Immigrant       G^UTc^       reported  observing  six  Caucasians  in 
Laos  in  1978.    DIA  concludes  his  sighting  is  a  fabrication. 

BACKGROUND:    In  mid-1981  a  U.S.  resident  provided  hearsay  information  from 
S©^U.V  C-^       who  claimed  he  saw  a  group  of  Caucasians  in  Attopeu,  South 
Laos,  in  April  1980,  and  was  told  the  Caucasians  were  not  Soviets  but  were 
U.S.  PWs.    During  a  reinterview  ^aUTC^  stated  the  sighting  was  in  northern 
Luang  Prabang  Province  in  Arpil  1980  and  he  was  on  a  truck  delivering  supplies 
to  the  Lao  People's  Army  and  saw  six  Caucasians  for  15  minutes  at  a  distance 
of  15  yards.    A  Pathet  Lao  Guard  said  the  six  were  part  of  a  group  of  50 
Americans  held  near  the  PL  unit.    5&Wf c ^    was  visiting  and  couldn't  locate 
northern  Luang  Prabang  Province  which  he  later  identified  as  Muong  Khoug,  but 
said  the  sighting  took  place  in  1977.    Q^earcf    was  polygraphed  regarding  his 
sighting.    The  polygraph  showed  he  was  deceptive  in  using  Lao  name  Sonkoth 
Vorsarn  (AKA        )  and  the  polygraph  was  inclusive  regarding   S&wc?  claim  he 
saw  Caucasian  prisoners  at  Muong  Khoua. 

In  1982  he  was  repolygraphed,  and  showed  no  deception  regarding  his  claimed 
sighting  of  Caucasians  at  Muong  Khuoa  between  1977-78.    He  stated  he  only  saw 
them  for  one  minute  in  a  truck  rear  view  mirror  and  was  told  the  Caucasians  he 
saw  in  chains  were  U.S.  PWs.    He  stated  he  was  held  during  1976-79  at  a  reform 
school  at  KM  62  and  made  the  sighting  while  on  a  work  detail  in  northern  Loas. 
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AHALYSIS;    DIA  located  Lao  imnlgrants  whom  <i^Kc^        Identified  as  his 
relatives.    These  immigrants  stated        was  decidedly  not  a  relative  and  did 
not  know  him. 

In  may  1983  a  Lao  Immigrant  and  U.S.  resident  identified         as  an  Inmate  of 
the  Island  prison  north  of  Vientiane  at  the  Nam  Ngum  damslte.    He  further 
stated  St    was  not  known  to  have  left  this  prison  during  1977-78. 

In  1986  DIA  was  advised  $<^Hrt<.    was  Imprisoned  in  California  on  criminal 
charges.    Merced  County  police  authories  determined  Mr.  Phon  was  a  drug  addict 
since  the  1970s. 

-Sw-i'te    when  interviewed  by  DIA,  was  noted  as  heavily' tattooed.    The  types 
and  locations  of  tattoos  are  unique  among  criminals  in  Laos. 

DIA  located  and  interviewed  a  former  Lao  official  working  at  KM  62  during 
1975-78  where  Sd^ircf    said  he  was  in  a  reform  school.    The  former  official 
stated  KM  62  was  an  agricultural  development  farm  managed  during  1975-78  by 
the  Social  Service  Department  of  the  Lao  Ministry  of  Interior.    This  former 
official  stated  KM  62  was  also  a  workcamp  for  criminals  sent  there  from  the 
island  prisons  at  Nam  Ngum.    During  1975-78  any  Inmates  at  KM  62  required 
authorization  to  depart  this  camp  and  there  were  no  instances  of  anyone  from 
KM  62  who  was  ever  sent  to  Muong  Khoua  for  any  supply  transport  such  as  that 
described  by  $crv».rc€ 
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DIA  has  reviewed  the  results  of  scurct  .  criminal/drug  background  against 
the  results  of  this  polygraph.    His  background  precludes  the  use  of  the 
polygraph  in  measuring  i  c^c^ne  .  truthfulness  and  reliability.  . 

DIA  located  and  interviewed  three  former  inmates  of  Lao  detention  facilities 
at  Muong  Khoua.    None  had  any  first  hand  or  hearsay  knowledge  of  any  U.S.  PWs 
at  Muong  Khoua  but  one  had  seen  six  persons,  five  Caucasian  and  one  black, 
depart  from  Muong  Khoua  by  boat  toward  Luang  Prabang  circa  1977-78. 

DIA  further  located  and  interviewed  a  former  Lao  herbal  doctor  imprisoned  in 
Phong  Saly  province  during  1975-78.    The  doctor  worked  at  Muong  Khoua  during 
1979-84  and  has  identified  groups  of  Soviets  who  were  frequent  visitors  to 
Muong  Khoua  during  1976-84.    One  group  of  four  routinely  flew  into  Muong  Khoua 
by  MI-8  helicopter  during  1976-78.    After  1978  a  group  of  ten  Soviet  advisors 
routinely  came  by  MI-8  to  Muong  Khoua,  staying  for  up  to  one  week  at  a  time. 
This  source  and  open  source  reporting  have  identified  Muong  Khoua  as  the 
provincial  seat  of  Phong  Saly  province. 

A  review  of  U.S.  intelligence  holdings  indicate  the  presence  of  Soviet 
personnel  in  Phong  Saly  Province  after  1975  at  Muong  Khoua.    Those  in  or  near 
Muong  Khoua  would  have  included  a  small  unknown  size  group  of  Soviet  Advisors 
to  Phong  Saly  Province  HQ.,  a  group  of  up  to  15  Soviet  advisors  to  the  Lao 
SIGINT  effort  in  Phong  Saly  who  visited  there  monthly.    Soviets  traveling  in 
or  through  Phong  Saly  would  have  included  Soviet  MI-8  aircrews,  normally  four 
persons  dressed  in  blue.    All  Soviets  were  normally  accompanied  by  armed 
escorts  when  traveling  by  road. 
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Based  on   '>oviKCc     "laimed  identity  and  background,  it  is  evident  he  is  a 
former  Lao  criminal  who  has  a  fradulent  identity.    His  acknowledgement  he  was 
inprisoned  during  1976-78,  coupled  with  statements  of  those  who  knew  his 
detention  site,  preclude  his  having  departed  KM  62  and  made  the  sighting  he 
has  claimed. 

EVALUATION:     ^oMt^c-C^        may  have  some  hearsay  knowledge  of  the  prisoners 
of  Soviet  advisors  in  Phong  Saly  Province,  but  did  not  make  the  sighting  as 
claimed. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    16  February  1988. 


VO-PW  CATEGORY:  Fabrication. 
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7.  ^evtirce  was  boun  ^•r'ie 

«T  VIENTIANE  PROVINCE.   LAOS.     HI   IS  ETHNIC  THAI-DAM.  HE 
HAS  HAD  8  YEARS  EDUCATION.   FINISHING  IN  1973.     PHON  LISTS  . 
HIS  FATHER  AS  tvi^^e     .    45)   AND  HIS  MOTHER  AS 

'4n>       HE  ALSO  LISTS  A  SISTER  /i/^'X^ 
125).   A  SISTER         A/Av>^       18).  A  BROTHER     "'^^-^m  (9).  AND 
A  SISTER      v*~«         .      THERE  ARE  NO  01HER  SIBLINGS.  ^eurc> 
FATHER  WAS  IN  SEMINAR  AT   THE  TIME  OF   INTERVIEW  (1  NOV  79). 
HAVING  SERVED  AS  A  MECHANIC   IN  THE   BOV&L   LAO  ARMY.  PHON 
WORKED  AS  A  FARMER  FROM  i973  TO  1979  HELPING  HIS  MOTHER 
^lELOS^.  <t  ■  CLAIMED  NO  MILllARY^^. 
■  OR  >lJSA^SSOCr«3IO(«eltar,HE^'ENTERED^HArL«ND'ON  j 
4  JULY   1979,  ENTERED  NONG  KHAI  CAMP  ON  18  JULY  79.  AND 
WAS  INTERVIEWED  BY  U.S.    INTERVIEWERS  ON  1  NOV  79.  AT 
THAT  TIME  HE  GAVE  NO  INDICATION  OF  PW/MIA  KNOWLEDGE.  HE 
WAS  ASSIGNED    1«^'</        i"*^  AND  DEPARTED  THAILAND  FOR 
ALBUOUEROUE  ON  26  AUGUST  80.     HIS  SPONSORING  AGENCY  WAS: 
TOLSTOY  FOUNDATION.    1020  TIJERAS  N.E..   SUITE  L.  ALBUOUERR 
QUE.  MM  87106.   TEL:    (50S)  247-3539. 


60-642  -  93  -  29 


Heaorandua  for  Record 
SUBJECT:    Lao  Refugee  ^bsun.* 


15  October  1981 
Claimed  Son  of  Kamseng  Vorasarn 


  During  the  DI-7C  debriefing  of  Mr.     S^^^oe  ,  a  Hao  refuge^  in 

reference  to  live  sighting  of  American  PWs  in  Luang  P|rabang,  he  claim»^hfs 
real  name  is  Sonkoth  Vorasarn  and  that  he  is  the  son  of  Kamseng  Vorasarn,  a 
fomer  police  official  in  Laos. 

3n  8  October  1981,  va-"  a  Lao  refugee  residing 

in  tRe  CONUS,  and  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Kamseng  Vorsarn  was  interviewed 
telephonically  by  a  0I-7C  analyst  pertaining  to  his  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Vorasarn's  siblings.    Mr.  Vorasarn  was  a  professional  police  officer  with 
positions  as  an  Assistant  Director  of  Information  Police,  Crininal  Investir 
gatlons  and  Administrative  Police,  Judicial  Police  Section,  and  Deputy 
Director  of  CID  before  the  takeover  of  Laos  by  the  Pathet  Lao.  Mr. 

stated  he  had  known  Mr.  Vorasarn  since  1958,  and  both  had  the 
[opportunity  to  attend  the  International  Police  Acadeay  in  Washington,  O.C. 
In  1973  for  a  period  of  three  months. 


>s^-^'-]^/Cdditional ly         ^/fi^^         stated  that  Mr.  Vorasarn  was  arrested 
after  May  1975,  inasmuch  as  he  last  saw  him  during  that  period  in  Laos.  Mr 
toiri  by  thftr^l*"*****^        that,  they  wanted  hi"  to  go  to  a  police 


Vorasarn  was  arrested  and  incarcerated  in  northern  Laos, 
has  not  been  heard  froa  since  May  1975. 


Mr.  Vorasarn 


  could  not  provide  specific  Infonaation  about  the 

l^v.r   -1  siblings  af  the  Vorasarn's  faally,  however,  he  stated  he  believed  there 
I^T.  ;qwere  five  siblings.    He  stated  he  would  get  In  conUct  with  his  Bother  who 
^  United  States  to  query  her.  in  reference  to  the  Vorasarn's  faally, 
^  plus  the  post  office  box  nuaber  where  Nr.  Vorasarn  lived  prior  to  his 

1ncarcer«t1on.       x^c^^  assured  me  he  will  get  In  contact  once  this 

InfonHtiqn  is  obtained. 


0URIN6  A  VISIT  TO  NONC  KHAI  GAAP  ON  16  SEPTCmER. 
EFFORTS  WERE  fUOE  TO  LOCATE         ^^''c  KLLECEO 
FRIEND.  NO  SUCH  INOiVIOUAL  COULD  BE  FOUND. 

A  CHECK  AT  THE  HOT  .OF      f^»r»^t  REVEALED  (FROM 

AW     WIFE)  THAT    A^Am«  WAS  "GONE"  AND  WAS  NOT  EXPECTED 
TO  RETURN  TO  THE  CAMP  FOR  "ABOUT  3  MNTHS".    A  CHECK  OF 
REFU6EE  RECORDS  DOES  NOT  SUBSTANTIATE  Svurc 
ALLE6ATI0N  TO  A  REFUGEE  INTERVIEWER  THAT  HE  HAD  A  SISTER 
IN  ANOTHER  REFUGEE  CAMP  IN  THAILAND  (AS  INDIUTED  IN 

;  BIO  FILE  WHICH  WAS  EARLIER  FORWARDED  TO 

3m-7c). 

In  SUMMARY.  WE  HAVE  FOUND  VERY  LITTLE  TO  SUPPORT 
$*^.rc<       STORY  OF  HIS  OWN  BACKGROUND  OR  PERSONAL 
[DATA.    WE  HAVt  YET  TO  VERIFY  XlS  REUTIONSHIP  WITH 
A/Aint           AND  THIS  WILL  HAVE  TO  AWAIT  A^^e 
[RETURN  TO  THE  CAMP.    WE  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  CHECK  FOR 
[DURING  FUTURE  N0N6  KHAI  CAMP  VISITS.  — —   «^ 
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Mefflor.andum  for,.gecord 
SUBJECT:  r,^.rcc 


Z4  November  1981 


Claimed  Son  of  Kamseng  Vorasarn  .  . 


n  20  November  1981,  a  DI-7C  analyst,  contacted 


(see  memorandum  dated  15  October  1981)  in  reference  to  our  conversation  on 
8  October  1981.         /*'<v«#'         was  asked  "Why  he  had  not  contacted  DI-7C  with 
Information  he  had  promised  to  get."    He  stated  he  did  not  want  to  talk  too  much 
over  the  telephone,  "Because  certain  Laos  groups  are  putting  pressure  on  me." 
Queried  further  about  which  group  and  how  did  they  know  he  was  contacted  by  DI-7C, 

A'c^         stated  he  could  not  discuss  this  particular  matter  over  the 
telephone.    This  subject  was  not  pursued  any  further  by  the  DI-7C  analyst. 
However,  '  agreed  to  an  Interview,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary. 

was  asked  If  he  thought  he  could  identify  Mr.  Sonkoth 
I  Vorasarn,       ^ov-vu-  from  photographs?    He  stated  he  felt  he  could 

identify   'io^KfU     from  photographs.    DI-7C  will  send  photographs  of  '^*vx(.t 
to  be  viewed  by  DI-7C  will  wait  until  the  photographs  are 

received  from       ^/o^  '  before  pursuing  further. 


QUOTE:     PLEASE  BE  ADVISED  THAT  OUR  FIELD  INVESTIGATORS 
HAVE  DETERMINED  THAT  LATHAVANH  VORASARN  IS  PRESENTLY 
RESIDING  AT     '^k'^W  >  BRITISH 

COLUMBIA.    TELEPHONE  NUMBER  VORASARN  ADVISED 

THAT  HER  FATHER  KHAMSENG  VORASARN   (AGE  -  55)  WAS  A  POLICE 
ADMINISTRATOR  IN  VIENTIANE  AND  IS  NOW  UNDER  DETENTION 
SOMEWHERE  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS.     SHE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  IDENTIFY 
ANYONE  BY  THE  NAME  OF  SONKOTH  VORASARN.    HER  ONLY  BROTHER 
IN  THE  ON  I TED  STATES  IS  WAYOl/PHACK  VORASARN  WHO  CURRENTLY 
RESIDES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


16  February  igSZ 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 

Lao  Refugee  1)feuv-ce 
AKA:    Sonkoth  Vorasarn 

  SDAO  Ottawa  message  DTG  1119492  Feb  82  reports  Interview  of 

Lao  refugee  Lathavanh  Vorasarn,  the  daughter  of  former  Royal  Lao 
Police  General  Kamseng  Vorasarn.    She  denied  the  existence  of  a  brother 
named  Sonkoth  Vorasarn.    She  stated  that  she  has  only  one  brother. 


-J   namea  oonKOtn  vorasarn.    one  siaT.ea  tnat  sne  nas  oniy  une  on 
Wayouphack  Vorasarn,  residing  In  the  CONUS,  at  Rhode  Island. 


  Jn  16  Feb  82,  Mr.  Bob  Brown,  INS  Investigator,  was  contacted 

by  the  undersigned  with  a  request  that  he  provide  a  residential 
address  for  Wayouphack  Vorasarn. 
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  LATHAVANH  VORASARN  WAS  RE- 

....IRVIEWED.     FOLLOWING  WAS  RECEIVED  FROM  OUR  CONTACTS: 
QUOTE:    BE  ADVISED  THAT  LATHAVANH  VORASARN  WAS  RE- 
IHTERVIEWEO  AND  SHOWN  THE  PICTURES  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL 
PURPORTED  TO  BE  SONKOTH  VORASARN        ^'^'^^^^^^  ^„ 
VORASARN  IDENTIFIED  HIM  AS  A  FELLOW  INHATE  SHE  HAD  MET 
AT  A  RE-EDUCATION  CAMP  NEAR  VIETIANNE  DURING  1977. 
KNOWN  TO  HER  ONLY  AS    «bOV'"t<.  (DEFINITELY  NOT  A 

..  .  5Efil?iI?  ;rH?Ss)/  AFffS^THEIR  RELEASE  FROM  SIX  MONTHS 
^OF   INTERNMENT.  VISITED  VORASARN'S  RESIDENCE  THREE 

^OR  FOUR  TIMES  SOCIALLY  AND  THEN  IN  1979  HELPED  VORASARN 
AND  HER  HUSBAND  ESCAPE  TO  THAILAND.     SHE  ADVISED  THAT  fC 
NEVER  MET  HER  FATHER.    SHE  HAS  HAD  ONE  CONTACT  WITH  THE 
SUBJECT  SINCE  HER  ARRIVAL  IN  CANADA  WHEN    ft.    PHONED  «ER 
FROM  SOMEWHERE  IN  THE  USA  AND  ASKED  HER  TO  SEND  HIM  A 
PICTURE  OF  HER  FATHER  (NO  REASON  GIVEN)  WHICH  SHE  DID 
MOT  COMPLY  WITH.    HER  BROTHER.  WHO  RESIDES  IN  THE  USA. 
RECEIVED  A  SIMILAR  REQUEST  VIA  PHONE  BUT  DID  NOT 


)UOTE ■ 


m 


LAO  REFUGEE  .  -^Odfct   .  AKA  SONKOTH  VORASARN 

USOAO  OTTAWA  MSG  DTG  191923Z  MAR  82 . 
*   —  -  REPORTS  IMXERVIEW  OF  LAO  »^FF^|iyFF,  t  ATHAVANH  VORASA 
ic 

)uring  di-e2  interview  of   >c    he  indicated  that  he  was  in 
ion  from  approx  apr  76  to  approx  apr  78.   further.  ;c 
iicated  that  during  the  juh/jul  77  period,  he  was  able  to  travel 
the  muong  khoa  area  ol  laos  where  he  observed  six  caucasian 
i  prisoners.   he  claims  that  he  traveled  to  the  muong  khoa  area  as 
part  of  a  six  truck  convoy  bearing  rice.  he  has  advised  that  he  was 
able  to  travel  with  this  convoy  through  arrangements  made  by  his 
Uncle,  khompong  vorasarn.  who  he  claims  is  a  younger  brother  of  gen 
kamseng  vorasarn.  he  claims  the  trip  to  muong  khoa  took  at  least 
i  one  week.   he  advises  that  he  traveled  to  the  muong  khoa  area  to 
in  information  of  the  general  who  was  in  reeducation  in  the 
;  xai.  area  at  the  time. 

lequest  you  again  reinterview  lathavanh.  we  request  you 
to  determine  if  she  can  account  for  his  location  during  the 

PERIOD  MAY-AUG  1977-     IF  .^t     WAS  IN  REEDUCATION  WITH  HER  AT  THIS 
I  TIME,  CAN  SHE  STATE  WITH  CERTAINTY  THAT  HE  WAS  NOT  ABSENT  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  ONE  WEEK  DURING  THIS  EERIOO.     REQUEST  YOU  QUESTION  HER 
FOR  ANY  INSIGHT  SHE  MAY  HAVE  ON  THE  CONTENTS  OF  PARA  2.  OF 
PARTICULAR  INTEREST  IS    S6       CLAIMED  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  KHOMPONG, 
IWHO,  ACCORDING  TO    St     IS  A  HIGH  OFFICIAL  IN  THE  LPDR  MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR.     BASED  UPON  INFO  IN  REF,   IT  SEEMS  IMPROBABLE  THAT 
ACTUALLY  MET  KHOMPONG.     IT  SEEMS  MORE  PROBABLE  THAT  LATHAVANH 
MENTIONED  KHOMPONG  DURING  THE^R  CONVERSATION,   IF  INDEED,  A  KHOMPONG 
VORASARN  EXISTS.     IF  LATHAVANH  CAN  SHARE  ANY   INFORMATION  SHE  MAY 
HAVE  ON    «C        BACKGROUND  ANO  HIS  ACTIVITIES  WHILE  AT  NONG  KHAI 
REFUGEE  CENTER.  THAT  INEOR/WTIOH  WOULD-BE  HELPFUL.     ^    HAS  CLAIMED 
[STANCE  ACTIVITY  WHILE  LOCATED  AT  NONG  KHAI. 
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HAS  NO  UNCU.  AND  (NWS  NO  PERSON  BY  TH{  UW£  OF 
RN.   SHI  STAUD  THAT  TH(R[  VAS  A  CCMXIMIST 
ItMIKT  OfFIClAl  IX  VUHTIANC  NAMED  SOUVANNA  tKAKPHONG  ! 
APPtARED  P.ESP0NS1BU  FOR  SENDINS  PEOPLE  TO  RE-EDUCA- 
TIOK  CAMPS.  HOWEVER  SHE  VAS  UNABLE  TO  COKMEHT  ON  HIS  ! 
EXAH  POSITIOK  OR  THE  MINISTRY  IN  WHICH  HE  VORUO. 
VORASARk  ADDED  THAT  IT  VAS  COHMOK  INOifLEDGE  THAT  HER 
TATHER  AND  SEVERAL  OTHER  FORMER  GOVERKMENT  OFFICIALS  VERt  j 
MmLD  at  VIENGXIA  and  she  hay  have  advised        OF  THIS  AS  ! 

SHE  VAS  UNABLE  TO  CONFIRM  WHETHER  46  VAS  EVER  ' 
MSEin  FOR  MORE  THAN  A  VEEl  FROM  THE  RE-EDUCATION  CAMP 
DONE  THAO/DONE  UONG.    MALES  AND  FEMALES  WERE  SEPARATED 
•  OWY  MET  aCASlONALlY  OK  VORt  DETAILS.  WHICH  IS  WHERE 
HTI  Sc     VORASARN  WORKED  WITH  HIM  ON  AND  OFF  OVER 
A  TKREE-MOKTH  PERIOD.  APPROXIMATELY  FROM  MAY  1977  TO 
AUGUST  1977.  HOWEVER  SHE  DID  NOT  SEE  HIM  EVERY  VEEI. 


RN  FELT  THAT  FROK  $C     ABILITY  TO  CROSS  THE 
THAI/IAO  BORDER  (HE  ASSISTED  HER  AND  HER  BROTHER  OH 
SEPARATE  OCCASIONS  TO  ESCAPE)  AND  HIS  CLAIMS  THAT  HE  HAD 
■BUSINESS*  ON  BOTH  SIDES  OF  THE  BORDER  WHICH  NECESSITATED 
FREQUENT  CROSSINGS.  IT  WOULD  APPEAR  THAT  HE  POSSIBLY  WAS 
INVOLVED  IN  RESISTANCE  ACTIVITY.    AFTER  HER  ARRIVAL  AT  THE 
NONG  IHAI  RCFUr<EES  CEKTRt  SHE  SAW  ^  c  APPROXIMATELY  ONCE 

ri 


RASIRK  WAS  UKABLE  TO  PRO^'IDE  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
BACIGROUI.'O  BUT  ADVISED  THAT  HE  EXAGGERATES  TO 
'THE  EXTENT  THAT  ONE  CANNOT  TAtE  HIM  SERIOUSLY.  <•« 
'v'-'iPHOIiED  VDRASARK  AROUiX  THE  ISTH  OF  MARCH  1912.  FOUR  DAYS 
^  i AFTER  OUR  INVESTIGATORS  LAST  INTERVIEWED  HER. 

REgUESTE(  THAT  SHi  SEH)  HIM  A  PICTURE  OF  HER  FATHER. 
SAOVISID  VORASARN  THAT  HE  PLANS  TO  TRAVEL  BACI  TO  LAOS  TO 
IttWM  TH{  HSlSTAHCt  HOVEHEVT  AXD  HE  WISHED  TO  USE  HER 
iFATHEI'S  riCTlK  TO  6m  CREDENCE  TO  HIS  UGENO  IK  VHIC 
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r«cf  «i  iss  >  tA? 

riimci  usicKO  ir  nss: 

CBI4III.  Dili (11, 
SU8JCCI  ASSIQKP  BT  IISS: 

P«,  OIX,  VEia,  CMMIA,  lErUCCE,  lOEKJCS,  SE  ASIA, 

POIMO  U, 
DICTIMMY:  Ci,  PtOfllE: 

K  lil  131  7S)  3lt  317  m  m  tss 

mic-AUifioiii  nsc  xunBEt: 

m-IS33S( 

COSH  >  RSSSl)     m  '  11331/10332     TOt  >  $23310132 

t  220132Z  NOV  S2 

FH  0I«  VXSIINCIOII  DC//DI-E2// 

TO  USDAO  OIUW  CA 


SUtJ: 
tEF$: 


lAOtEfUCEE  <,C-v..v'ce^   

A.  DIA  KSC  OTC  23MS9Z  DEC  t!,  SU8J:  SAB 
.    B.  USOAO  DTIAVA  HSC  DIG  in)4)Z  FUS  !2,  SVBJ:  SAB 

C.  DIA  nsc  Die  UB2UZ  FEB  S2,  SUBJ:  SAB 

D.  USOAO  OTTAWA  tlSC  DTC  131)23Z  HAt  (2,  SOBJ:  SAS 

E.  DIA  nsc  DIG  0722S3Z  APKIl  12,  SUBJ:  SAS 

.    F.  VSOAO  OTTAWA  MSG  DIG  27192SZ  ATKIl  t2,  SUBJ:  SAS 
1.         USIKC  PERIOD  H-U  KOV  S2  DIA  8EIIITERVIEWD  4t>-^rt* 
AW)  ADNIRISTEttD  UtOTKEI  POlTGRAfll  EXAOIHATION.   ONCE  ACAIK 
SIIO'£D  NO  DECEPTION  IN  RESPONSE  TO  QUESTIONS  CONtERNIKG  BIS  SICNTiHG 
OF  (SIX)  WITE  NEN  NEAR  HUONG  XIIOA  IN  A  PMIiET  lAO  Pll  CAW  AND  HIS 
'EINC  TOID  BV  PI  SOIDIERS  TNAI  IRE  SIX  IMITE  tlEN  SRE  AMERICANS. 
ilOVEVER  AGAIN,  DECEPTIOI!  VAS  INDICATED  HEN  RE  CtAIKD  TO  BE  IRE  SON 
OF  KAKSENC  I'ORASMR  AM)  DECEPTION  VAS  INDICATED  VREX  HE  ClAIKED  NIS 
TRUE  NAflE  US  SONKOTVORASARR.   tUKEOVER,  DUDIKG  RIS  IKURVIEUS  RE 
IHSISTED  TRAT  RE  IS  A  BROTEER  OF  lATRAVANII  VOSASARN  AND  VAYCUPRACK 
VORASARN.    <^C  VAS  ADVISED  THAI  A  PHOTO  OF  Rlli  RAO  BEER  SNOW  TO 
PEOPLE  ClOSE  TO  THE  VORASARN  FAHIIY  AND  TRAT  THOSE  VdO  SAV-RIS  PHOTO 
DENIED  TRAT  HE  VAS  A  HEISER  OF  Ml  FADIIY.   REVERIREIESS,    S  C 
STORY  REIIAIRED  UNCHANGED.    SCAISO  STATED  THAI  SINCE  HIS  ARRIVAL  IR 
THE  UNITED  STATES  HE  HAS  ROT  RAO  A  SIRCIE  CONTACT  VITR  EITHER 
lATRAVANH  OR  VAYOUPEACR  HRIS  IN  INCONSISTENT  VITH  REF  F).   AT  HO 
TIHE  VAS  $C  AVARE  THAT  LATHAVAM  VORASARR  HAS  BEEN  INTERVIEVED  CN 
IRIS  HATTER  BUT  IT  VOOID  HAVE  BEEN  VERY  USEFUL  10  RAVE  CONFRONTED  HIH 
VITR  THIS  FACT. 

1.  INCE  $C  HAS  INDICATED  RO  DECEPTION  ON  IVO  PttYCtA'H  EXAH- 
IXAIIORS  CORCERRINC  RIS  SICIIINC  OF  SIX  CAVCASIM  PVS  IN  LAOS  DESPITE 
IIS  AUNOVIEDCED  LYING  ON  OTHER  ISSUES,  VE  tWST  EnAUST  All  POSSIBLE 
LEADS  COKCEUING  IIS  SICITII6  AND  IIS  BAOCtlOUNS.  THUS  ANOTHER 
KIHTEIVIEV  VITR  LAIIAVANI  VOIASttl  IS  KOVESIEB  AS  SOU  AS  POSSIBLE 
TO  RESOLVE  THE  FOllOVIRG: 

A.  DOES  SRE  POSSESS  POSITIVE  PROOF  AS  TO  HER  IDEHTIIYT  (SC 
IMI1S  TO  FAISIFYIU  HIS  IDENTITY  TO  GET  THIOUGI  tEFOCEE  CHANNELS.) 

I.       VIIL  SHE  PIOVIBC  FAIIILY  lOaVEITS  IKtVOIK  FAMILY 
riCIUIES  TO  DISPROVE  $  ^   :LAin  TO  It  A  IffMR  OF  HER  FAHILYT 

C.        UIY  IS  SIE  OniLLIU  TO  LET  IS  COffROIT  $C  ABOUI 11$ 
aiin  TO  KING  lER  lldTKR} ' 

I.       lAVE  IFR  PlOVIOf  TIE  AtOKSS  AO  PIQK  WnKR  Of  Kl 
VIO  lEPflHEnY  RESIDES  II  IK  HITEI  imti 


E.  IS  SIE  IN  CORIACI  VITN  HER  MINER  VIO  AllECEDtY  REIttlNS  II 
LAOST  IF  SO,  WOULD  lER  WIIFR  PROVIDE  A  SIAIEKII  OR  EVIDENa  UliCI 
VOUID  DISPROVE  <^(.  CLAIffi 

F.  ,  K  aAlltS  RE  VAS  'ADOPTED-  BY  THE  V08ASARR  FAMILY.  !«I0 
TIE  VNASARN  FAMILY  'AOOPI* 

G.  HAS4&  EVER  LIVED  VITR  TIE  VNASARN  FAHIIYT  IAS 
EVER  lAO  AN  EXTENDED  VISIT  VITR  IRE  VOIASAU  FAHIIYI 

I.      06TAIR  HER  MOTRER'S  ADDRESS  IR  LAOS. 

I.       Si  CLAIMS  IE  ADOPTED  TIE  RAME  OF   fefrc^      Wl  IE 
ERTERED  IRE  RONG  KRAI  REFUGEE  CAMP  IR  THAILAND  IR  IJIt/DZl.  lY  MAT 
NAflE  DID  VORASARN  m  6C  VIEI  IIEY  WERE  II  IRE  SAME  OETENIIOI 
FACILITH 

J.       08TAII  lER  CORRENT  AODRKS  AND  PIOCE  RWIBER. 

I.       VHER  AND  WRY  VAS  VORASARR  ARRFSIED  AND  WEN  AND  VRY  VAS 
SRE  jElEASED  FROM  DEIERTIOT.'.  (Yl       CLAIMS  SHE  VAS  ARRESTED  01  . 
THE  GROUROS  SRE  VAS  GOING  TO  FLEE  LAOS  BUT  TIE  REAL  REASOl  VAS  TUT 
SRE  REFUSED  10  PASIICIPAIE  IN  SEXUAL  ACTIVITY  Will  A  PL  SOLDIER. 
>c  Also  ClAIKED  SRE  VAS  SIX  HONIHS  PREGNANT  WREN  PIACEO  IN  IRE 
DEIERTION  FACILITY.   RE  STATED  TRAT  VIER  IRE  BABY  VAS  BOU  IR  A 
HOSPITAL  lEI  ROIIER  REQUESTED  SIE  ROI  EE  RETURNED  TO  TEE  DETENT  101 
FACIllir  AND  1IE  AUTHORITIES  AGREED  10  THAT  REQUESI.  Sc  CLAIMS 
TRAT  THE  BABY  IS  ROW  6EIRG  RAISED  BY  VORASARR'S  nOIRCR  II  LAOS. 

L.  WREN  VAS  RELEASED  FROM  IRE  DEIERTION  FACILim  WER 
AND  WHY  V.AS  RE  ARRESTED* 

H.  ROW  OFIEH  DID  TREY  SEE  EACH  OTHER  AFTER  TREY  BOTH  HAD  BEER 
RELEASED  FROM  TIE  DEIERTIOX  rACIlim 

R.  WY  DID  ASSIST  VORASARR  TO  FLEE  ll^S?  OSTAIE  DEIAIIS 
AKO  CIRCUHSIAICES  Of  HER  ESCAPE.  fiER  AND  lOV  DID  IREY  ESCAPE,  VIERE 
DID  IREY  GO  ONCE  IREY  REACIED  IIAIIAID,  ETC? 

0.  VHER  fc  RELEASED  FROM  DONE  TRAO  VRERE  DID  RE  GO  FROM 
THERE? 

P.  DOES  SHE  UOV  THE  FULL  IDERTITIES  OF  y^a^  t  S 
IF  SO,  DOES  SHE  tNOV  THEIR  CVRREKT  AC61ESS  OR  PEOIE  VmXi. 

Q.        I  lER  PAST  INIERVIEVS  VAS  Sn  QUESTIONED  II  LAO  01 
EKIISI? 

R.       IAS  VORASARR  RECEIVED  A  LETTER  FROM  5C  SINCE  5<-  CAtK 
TO  THE  U.S.?   IF  SO,  08IAIR  A  COPY  IF  POSSIBLE. 
3.        SHOULD  YOUR  REIRTERVIEV  VITR  LAIRAVAIR  VORASARR  SRFACE 
AOOIIIONAl  OUESTIONS/UEAS  OF  INTEREST  TO  THIS  MATTER,  REQUEST  YOU 
DEVELOP  IIAI  IRFORMAIIOI  AS  DEEMED  APPROPtlAIE.  APPRECIAIE  YOOI 
COOPERATION  IR  THIS  HATTER. 


BT 
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mn  IBS'  4744 

louTiNE  -       •-  am  IKSSACE  --  33U  tmmn 

mum  FROtt  ou  vuiiktm  K/zvo-ru//,  ssi  ua  u  k  i4«4Z  jmim 

IWIINC  USICKt  t1  n$$: 

SEM  MCS 
PttllUI  ISSICKO  RT  nSS: 

jtfiJni,  ctisiii. 

SUBJECT  ASSICKD  RT  IKS:        '  . 
%,  DCS,  OU,  SEM,  AUTOVai,  REFUGEE,  RUEKJtS, 
VIETUM.  SE  «$!«.  El  in  VOtOS,  CURRENT  DATE  tSIUI. 

OICTKiMIT:  (9,  fROfllE: 

1  111  m  341  343  411  (3S  HI  SIS  SIl  S3I 

nic-AUToom  nsc  whser: 

3&S-1342S( 

cm  >  IISS737  RCN  •  liiK/n4»  TOR  <  ISBK1731  FTSTOR  >  tS608174( 
EIII: 

RTTSZTUV  RUEKJCS  S3RS  l»1732-  RUEKDIC. 

in 

E7R2: 

R  RtHHZ  m  K 

FH  DU  VASRINCIM  OC//VO-PV// 
TO  RUHTRK/JCRC  lUISON  RANCKOC  Tl 
WO  RUIQBPA/CDR  JCRC  RUBERS  PT  Rl 
RUNnA/USCIMCPM  lOHOinO  RI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUERIIRyCIR  tMSllRCION  DC//DDO/EAyiC0C// 
ROETIM/DIMSA  FT  CEORCE  C  HEUE  nD//BS// 
RUEBC/SECSTATE  VASIINCTOII  DC//EAP/VIC/CA/CCS/EI1R// 
IT 

EU3: 
EZM: 
HM/VO-PV 

S0U:  REQUEST  Fd  IITEtVIEV  Of  lAO  REEUOE  '  *" 


3.         ■  >A>v«vV(^  IS  REPORTED  TO  RAVE  FlEO  TIAIIAMI  IN  JUIT 
ISIS,  ANO  IS  NOV  Al  BAN  VINAI  07,  CROUP  3,  BOIIOINC  27,  ROOil  t. 
APPARENTU  ^VS»ro:  IS  ABIE  TO  RETURN  TO  BAI  PNAIONC,  LAOS,  TO 
VISIT  IIS  BROTHER  ANO  HAY  HAVE  DONE  SO  IN  AUGUST  mi.' 
«.  REQUEST  JCRC  LIAISON  VISIT  BAN  VINAI  AND  INTERVIEV  ^ 

^  ABOUT  THE  INF0RI1ATI0H  FORTHCOKINC  FBOH  ^tnir^e. 
REQUEST  DETERHINATION  BE  lUOE  AS  TO  THE  ACCESSIBIIIIY  Of  ^ 

<ic£  TROTHER,  I.E.  COUlO  HE  BE  PERSUADED  TO  CORE  TO  TNAIIANO  TO 
DISCUSS  THE  PVS;  AND  VNETHEI  VOUlO  INTERCEDE  DM  OUR 

BEIAIF  II  CONTACTINC  HIS  BROTBER. 

S.         '  FTI  ON  A  SEPARAT^TTER,  THE  FOllOUINC  AREAS  V  LAOS, 
jSK'AULVITI.UIRESOlVED^J^S,  REIUIN  OF  1101  INTEREST,  AND 
IITyVIEUS  OF  REFDgES.TRANSITINC  OR  COMING  FROIt  THESE  AREAS  WOULD 
if  E^c'lAllY  BElPFUl:   IWANG  KHOUA  QlftN/ll23lEI,  PHONG  SAll 
PROVINCE:  BAN  KEUN  I1S22N/IU23SE),  VIENTIANE  PROVINCE;  PIAII  Of  JARS 
■US27N/1I3IUE),  XIANG  KNOAKG  PROVINCE;  SAH  NEVA  a9S5N/lB44tE), . 
ROUAPIAN  PROVINCE;  AND  XEPON  I1E39N/10(13E) ,  SAVANNAKIET  PROVINCE. 
VOUlO  ALSO  APPRECIATE  SEARCH  FOR  AND  INTERVIEV  OF  ANY  SOURCES  THAT 
MY  RAVE  BEEN  IN  OR  THROUGI  THE  AREA  OF  BAN  TAVANC  .(U&]N/1I71(E>. 
$AVS>ANE  PROVINCE,  ESPECIALLY  SINCE  19S3. . 
(.       VO-PHPOC  IS.  US-ISn  lAUIOVON  22S-I&I1I. 

OR  NY  3  DROP  2&S$. 


IT 

EZSS:. 


ACTION  VO-PHW 
INFO    NniCIl)  VOM  DIAM 
♦SAFE 


EZI7:  . 


o.i.t.ri 


TOTAL  COPIES  REQUIRED 


1.  A  VD-PV  AlAim  IAS  INTERVIEVED  LAO  REFUGEE  Veuir(« 
CUUEITIY  LIVIIG  II  VISCOnil,  ANO  OBTAINED  THE  FQILOUIHG 

IIFORMTIOI:  '  S<rU  rce   is  A  FORKI  RLA  CPT.   II  JUNE  1S7$  RE'J 
MVED  TO  nOMC  CIA  aiSSI/IOftE)  UNERE  IE  VAS  JOINED  BY  «  CAPTAIN 
V«K.  210  COHPOT  CMUUKI,  A»12  ICL   V0R6  AID  U  VORnO  II  IK 
RESISTANCE  EFFORT  11  TIE  AREA  Of  flUAIG  CIA  UITU  !»«  VUl  IIEY 
mil  TO  TIE  AREAS  OF  PNU  SMtlAI  ai4»/li)322EI  AID  PNOO  II A 
aS47l/IUISEl,  XIANC  UOAK  PROVIICE.   II  tSU  «  Servtirca 
lEAIKD  FROn  AMTIEI  LAO  lATIMAL,    WV-^  TMT  \  ^icufK 
UOTIEI  VAS  PIEVIOOftT  IK  GUARD  Of  SIX  AIUICAI  PIS  AIIO  OK  IWK 
CAPTAII,  nOVA  XIOK. 

2.  TIE  PRISON  FOI  TIE  AKIICAN  AID  inORC  PVS  HAS  REPOtnO  TO 
K  II  Al  AREA  no  AID  OK-IALF  HOURS  VIIK  NOITI  OF  MAIC  SEI 
an4l/104HE),  V6  104S,  IN  NOITI  VIETIAIL   REPOIIEDLT  ^H^Wt^ 
nOTKR,  THE  GUARD,  FLED  NORTH  VIETNAH  AMD  IS  ROW  LIVING  II  RAI 
PUIOK.  TASEK  TIATIOH  (l9e«/ie30(EI.   ^tcWwauALSO  KIATEO  TO 

«»virc«.  TUT  K  lAO  JRAVELLEI  TO  NOITI  VIETIAil  TO  VISIT  IIS 
IIOIKI  II  APIIl  IStl,  KCEIIU  »I2,  AM  KCEIBEI  ISU. 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY  OUTGO  I NG 


PA-ie  •!  Mss  - 

ROUTINE    —  —   GENSER   MESSAGE   —    14SS  CHARACTERS 

REFERENCE  FROM  OtA  WASHINGTON  OCX/Ot-TC//.  SSN  44«1  AT  04  2I«2Z  SEPtl 
ROUTING  ASSIGNED  SY  MSS: 

WEUL  ASPC 
PRINTER   ASSIGNED  BY  MSS: 

Ci»g  U>.    o«i*  «>». 
SUBJECT   ASSIGNED  BY  MSS: 

OIA.    06«,    WEUL.    FRANCE.    CANADA.    RUEKJCS.    SE  ASIA, 

DICTIONARY:    Ot,  PROFILE: 

•S   137  29*  23B  2*9   316  317 
NMIC-AUTODIN  MSG  NUMBER: 

I-B22366 

COSN  -   NSS242  MCN  »   •1247/-«3»»2  TOR  «  ai2472BS» 

EZBI: 

RTTS'viiw  RUEKJCS   4461    2472ia2-  -RUEKOIC.  . 

ZNY  ' 

EZ02: 

R  e42102Z  SEP  81 

FM  OIA  WASHINGTON  DC^/OI-7C/y' 

TO  RUMTaK/USO<kO   BANGKOK   TH// J  CRC-LNO//  '. 
RUMJFS/AMEM8AS5Y    VIENTIANE  LA 

INFO  RUHQHQA/CINCPAC   HONOLULU  HI//J2/JS// 

RUHQ8PA/-COR   JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

BT 

FINAL    SECTION  OF  02 

EZ03: 
EZ04: 
EZB5: 

RESTRICTIONS   ON   YOUR    MOVEMENT    IN   VIENTIANE),     REQUEST    YOU    ATTEMPT  TO 
CONTACT   MANIVONG   VORASARN.    WHO  RESIDES  ON  BAN  DONG  STREET  9iFH 
VIENTIANE.     LAOS.       "Ic       CLAIMS   TO  BE    HER    SON,     SONKOTH.       HE  CLAIMS 
BIRTH   IN   VIENTIANE    IN    19S6     DATE    UNRECALLED)  .       HE   CLAIMS  THREE 
BROTHERS     (VORAKOTH,     VILAKOTH,     CHANTHAKOTH)    AND   THREE  SISTERS 

•.AOOAVANH,     THCK.     TOoM)  .  ADVISES   THAT   VORAKOTH   AND  VILAKOTH 

RESIDE    NOW   IN  FRANCE    AND   THAT   LAOOAVANH   RESIDES    IN  CANADA   WITH  HER 
THAI    HUSBAND   KHAMPHAO.       THRUST   OF    YOUR    INQUIRY    IS   OBVIOUSLY    TO  VERIFY 
RELATIONSHIP    OF  TO   VORASARN   FAMILY.       UPON  RECEIPT,     REQUEST  YOU 

ADVISE  YOUR  ABILITY  TO  CONTACT  MANIVONG.  IF  YOU  FEEL  PROBABILITY  IS 
GOOD.     WE    WILL    IMMEDIATELY   FORWARD  PHOTOGRAPH   OF      Sc  WE  WILL 

PROCEED  IMMEDIATELY  THROUGH  OTHER  SOURCES  TO  VERIFY  %c  ~  CLAIMED 
FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP.  THIS  REQUEST  HAS  BEEN  COORDINATED  WITH  STATE. 
RFOtlEST   YOU   RESPOND    TO  DX-7C. 

BT 

EZ06: 

ACTION  DI-7C  PI    OIA  l>)  tt,  U9 

INFO-     OR  ff    DO  (■)    CS  CI    NMICtll  0B-2CCI 

■  4461 

NNNN 

EZ07:  . 
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OUDOMSAI  CLUSTER  ANALYSIS 


FIRST-HAND  H^R^AY 

5  24 
TOTAL  29  SIGHTINGS 

BREAKDOWN  BY  LOCATION 

MUONG  KHOUA        3  0 

MUONGSAI             1  7 

MUONG  NGOY          0  3 

PHONG  SALI            1  14 

TOTALS                  5  24 


902 

MUANGSAI(OUDOMSAI)  SIGHTINGS 
FIRST-HAND 

9081  1  PW  AT  HOUAY  LENG       1978  FABRICATION 

1 3347       3  PILOTS  IN  OUDOMSAI     1 971    UNDER  ANALYSIS 
51 69         8  PWS  AT  MUONG  KHOUA  1 977  NON-US 
995  5-6  PWS  AT  MUONG  KHOUA   1978  NON-US 

13867       4  PWS  IN  CAVE  IN  OUDOMSAI  1989  UNDER  ANALYSIS 

HEARSAY  REPORTS 

OUDOMSAI 

3693  2  US  IN  CAVE  1983 
6356         21  PWS  IN  OUDOMSAI  1986 

CIA  3  PILOTS  FROM  OUDOMSAI  TAKEN  TO  PAK  BENG  TO  FIX 

ENGINES  1986 

CIA  4  PILOTS  IN  OUDOMSAI     1 987 

1 0435       20  PWS  IN  OUDOMSAI       1 989 

3  UNDATED 
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MOUNG  NGOY 

5345  CIA  3PWS  1986 

5343  CIA  16PWS  1986 

5993  CIA  7  PWS  AT  NAM  BAC  1 986 

CIA  OPERATION  TO  CHECK  INDICATED  THE  AREA  ENCOUNTERED 
~  A  HIGH  CONCENTRATION  OF  TROOPS 

-  UNUSUAL  SECURITY 

-  FOLLOW-UP  INDICATED  16  PWS  PRESENT  AS  OF  15  DEC  1986 
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IN  LOUANCMAMTHA.    THAT  RELATIVE  IS  A  PATHET  LAO 
STATIONED  WITH  A  MILITARY  UNIT  IN  LOUANGNAMTHA .  BUT 
IN  MID  1986,  HE  HAD  BEEN  TRANSFERRED  TO  MUANG  UDOMXAI 
CITY  AS  A  PRISON  GUARD.  ilELATIVE  TOLD 

HIM:    AT  THE  MUANG  UDOMXAI  SEMINAR  PRISON,  HE  SAW 
THAT  THERE  ARE  STILL  21  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  WHO  ARE 
HELD  SEPARATELY.    THEY  ARE  FORCED  TO  WORK  FROM  MORNING 
UNTIL  EVENING  AS  ELECTRICIANS  AND  REPAIR  OLD  MACHINES 
OF  EVERY  TYPE.    THEY  ARE  VERY  WEAK  BECAUSE  THEY  WORK 
HARD  AND  DO  NOT  HAVE  ENOUGH  FOOD. 

IT  IS  BELIEVED  THAT  THESE  PEOPLE  WHO  ARE  MILITARY  MEN 
AND  AMERICANS  ARE  PROBABLY  STILL  AT  THE  SEMINAR  PRISON 
AT  MUANG  UDOMXAI.    THE  OPL  IS  REPORTING  THIS  MATTER 
SO  THAT  ALL  PARTIES  CAN  ATTEMPT  TO  OBTAIN  ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS.    IF  THE  UNITED  STATES  FEELS  IT  IS  APPROPRIATE 
FOR  US  TO  DO  ANYTHING  QUICKER  THAN  THIS,  PLEASE 
COME  TO  MEET  WITH  ME.    BUT  YOU  MUST  MAKE  AN  APPOINT- 
MENT FIRST. 
END  TRANSLATION 

3.  COMMENT:    IN  REF  A,  SOURCE  PROVIDED  A  TIP 

TO  US  CONCERNING  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  REPORTED  TO  HIM 
BY   'hJArrxC  SOURCE  ALSO  COOPERATED  IN  ARRANGING 

AN  INTERVIEW  WITH      A//»,*v£.    ,  SOURCE  OF  REF  B. 
H.  WE  WILL  CONTACT  SOURCE  TO  TRY  TO  OBTAIN 

ADDITIONAL  INFO.    A  COPY  OF  SOURCE'S  LETTER  WILL  BE 
FORWARDED  TO  HQ  JCRC  AND  DIA/VO-PW. 
BT 

#8952 

NMNN 

NNDD 
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PACE  0001 


MSGNO     192  (PCXX)  »06/30/87»  »11 :03:59.5.2» 

ZCZC    16:02:36Z  (PC) 
EMI  DTG  :  87063010201560 

RTTSZYUW  RUEKJCS7889  iBllMll-  —RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

R  30141 1Z  JUN  87 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEADWD/OCSA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUENAAA/CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC  FT  RITCHIE  MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE  . 

R  301412Z  JUN  87 

FM  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

INFO  RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/JCS  WASHDC//J  5/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE  WASHDC//NSC/MR  CHILDRESS// 

RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

BT 

EZ1: 

LIAISON  BANGKOK  27889 
CITE:  3412  JUN  87 

EZ2: 

SUBJECT:    JCRC  RPT  T87-163A,  LAO  RESISTANCE  OFFER  TO 
ASSIST  IN  OBTAINING  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
AMERICAN  POWS 

REF:  A.    JCRC-BKK  290246  APR  87  (T87-163) 

B.  JCRC-BKK  2202 19Z  APR  86  (T86-142 

C.  JCRC-LNB  LTR  RPT,  DTD  2  SEP  86  (T86-381) 
(NOTAL) 

1.  ■  REF  A  REPORTED  A  LETTER  FROM  5C- 

5D 

51?  ,  IN 

WHICH  HE  REPORTED  RECEIVING  INFORMATION  FROM  ONE  OF 
HIS  AGENTS  ABOUT  21  AMERICANS  BEING  HELD  IN  A  PRISON 
IN  UDOMXAI  CITY,  LAOS. 

2.  ON  28  MAY  87,  IN  THE  COMPANY 
OF       tJAf^             AND  )      fJAt^C  I 

■    SOURCE  OF  REFS  B  AND  C)  VISITED  JCRC-LNB  TO 
DISCUSS  THE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS 
MENTIONED  IN  HIS  LETTER.  Sc^  STATED  THAT 

HE  WISHED  TO  FOLLOW  UP  ON  THE  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  TO 
DETERMINE  IF  THE  CLAIM  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IS 
"TRUE..    HE  STATED  HIS  WILLINGNESS  TO  ORGANIZE  A  TEAM  TO 
GO  TO  UDOMXAI,  BUT  REQUIRED  SOME  ASSISTANCE  FROM  THE 
US  GOVERNMENT  TO  DO  SO.  Sc^        STATED  THAT  HE 

WOULD  NEED  VARIOUS  MATERIALS,  CITING  THE  LONG  DISTANCE 
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TO  BE  TRAVERSED,    TVfO  OR  THREE  SETS  OF  DETAILED  MAPS 

OF  THE  AREA,  AND  RADIOS  TO  FACILITATE  COMMUNICATIONS.  - 

3.  WE  EXPLAINED  TO       ^         WHY  IT  WOULD  NOT  BE 

POSSIBLE  FOR  JCRC  OR  ANY  OTHER  US  GOVERNMENT  AGENCY  TO 

PROVIDE  THE  SUPPORT  REQUESTED,  ADVISED  HIM  THAT  ANY 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  HE  MAY  RECEIVE  CONCERNING 

MISSING  AMERICANS  WOULD  BE  WELCOME.  5«  STATED 

THAT  HE  UNDERSTOOD  OUR  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  NECESSARY 

SEPARATION  OF  THE  HUMANITARIAN  EFFORT  TO  RESOLVE  THE 

FATE  OF  MISSING  AMERICANS  AND  OTHER  POLITICAL/MILITARY 

ATTERS.    HE  ADDED  THAT  HE  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  REPORT  ANY 

POH/MIA  INFORMATION  HE  MAY  RECEIVE. 

1.  COMMENT:        -SC^         sPOKE  IN  HMONG,  WITH 

A^fl/ng:.,  .    TRANSLATING  TO  LAO.    AFTER  THE  DISCUSSION 
WITH  ,      yhf^t  I  STATED  THAT  A 

RELATIVE,         5^  Ji  WHO  LIVES  IN  Si) 

HAS  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN  LAOS. 

A^/l/wC      SAID  \      SS  i  SAW  THREE  AMERICANS  IN 

A  CAVE  IN  UDOMIAI  PROVINCE  LAOS  IN  1986.    HE  STATED  HE 
DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  DETAILS,  BUT  OFFERED  TO  TRAVEL  WITH 
JCRC  REP  TO  TALK  WITH  HIS  RELATIVE.    WE  SUGGESTED  THAT 
HE  FIRST  CONTACT         S5  TO  OBTAIN  HIS  EXACT 

ADDRESS  AND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION.    HE  AGREED  TO  DO 
SO  AFTER  WHICH  HE  WOULD  RECONTACT  JCRC. 
BT 

#7889 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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)5/22/87 

•••«r-" 

PAGE 


<IAME     3 . 
30AT  NUMBER 


34 


iNTRY  LOCATED  23 

:ntry  reported  lo 

PYPE  SIGHTING  4fi. 
LST  SIGHTING  42 

5LIBSDURCES       27  ; 

^TIONS     51  . 

:URRENT  ACT  45  ^ 
SHARKS  36 
DATE  RECEIVED  .3 
^CT  DATE  38: 


TH  STATE/CITY  15 
LA 

r-CsW-HSY 

11 


.  ID  41 

CONF I  DENT  3  ftL  3  f  V    / : 

CONTACTED  32: 
CATEGORY: 


12 


65 

SEMINAR  PR-ISDN 
370429  JCRCL  T37-143  MSG 
870429  JCRCL  liiG  2S0246Z 


FOLREQ  21  PW'S-MUANG  UDOMXAl 
370503  DATE  OF  INFO  . 

ADDRESS  25: 


CAPTIVITY  39: 
'     ANALYST  13: 
35  -3403 


DRIGIN  CODE  17:      B  . 
POLYGRAPH  CATEGORY  53: 
POLYGRAPH  RESULTS  24: 


i 


03S44034 


f 
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PACE  003c 


JCGMO       5«  (PCXX)  •05/08/87*  •00:05:59.2. 1» 

ZCZC    05:0«:51Z  (PC)  " 
EMI  DTG  :  87050723073378 
-.     RTTCZYW  RUEKJCS9610  I28O3IO-  -nRUEALCX. 
ZKY 

R  O8O3IOZ  MAI  87 
FM  JCS  WASHIMCTON  DC 
IMFO  RUEAIWD/OCSA  UASHIlfGTON  DC 
RUENAAA/CW}  WASHIIIGTON  DC 
ROEABQA/CSAF  HASHINCTON  DC 
RUERAAA/AWCC  FT  RITCHIE  MD 
ROEALGX/SAFE 
R  061842Z  MAT  87 
FM  CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
TO  RDEHBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
INFO  ROBOflQA/USCIMCPAC  BONOLULO  HI//J36// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  HASHINCTON  DC//OASD-ISA/PV-MIA// 
RDEAOVH/VHITE  HOOSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  CODNCIL  WASH  DC 
*^     ROEKJCS/JCS  VASHIMCTON  K//0CJCS-PV-MIA/J5// 
ROEKJCS/DIA  HASHINCTON  X//V0-PW// 
BT 
EZ1: 

//N03460// 

EZ2: 

SOBJ:  EVALHATIOM  OF  RPT  T87-163 
NSC  FOR  MR.  CHILDRESS 

A.  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH  290246Z  APR  87 

1.  ANALYSIS  OF  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  -^c-  ,  SOURCE  OP 
REF  A,  REVEALS  NO  CORRELATION  TO  DATA  IN  JCRC  FILES. 

2.  THIS  IS  A  PRELIMINARY  ANALYTICAL  POSITION  AND  NOT  A  FINAL 
E¥ALOATION.    BVAL  - 

BT 

#9610 

NNNN 

NMDD 
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NmME  3 
MCA  Ifc. 

BOAT  NUMBER  4^ 

CMTRY  LOCmTEO  23 
CNTKY  REPORTED  W 
TNPE  SIGHT  J  MG  4<:. 
i3T  SIGHTING  42 

SI.IBS01.IRCES      27  : 

ACTIONS  51 

CURRENT  ACT  45 
REMARKS  3i\. 
DATE  RECEIVED  S 
ACT  riATE  3(5: 


ID  41  2 

cowFiriEraTiALJTv:; 

CONTACTED  32: 
CATE(Sf.iRY. 


TH 
LA 

PDW-HSS 


STATE/CJTY  J 5 


87042?  ..iCRCL  7.97-163  MSG 
87f'42<;-  ,J(::Rr;L  riTG  29024':.:-: 


FOl.REQ  21   PW-S-MUAMG  l.HJOMXAl 
S7050:3  DATE  OF   TiMFO     35  S60S 

AODRESS  2r.: 


CAPTIVITY 
hWmLYST  J 


ORIGIN  CODE   J 7:  B 
POLYGRAPH  CATECjO;- 53: 
POLYGRAPH  RESiJLT:^  24: 


i 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY  -  AGENT  REPORT 


SUBJECT  IS) 

DATE 

PHOMMACHAN,  SOHDY,  Civ 

16  March  1988j 

5P     ,  . 

{ 

REPORT  OF  FINOINCS: 


The  following  relevant  questions  were  asked  during  the  second  polygraph 
examination  with  SUBJECT'S  responses  as  indicated: 

D.  Did  you  co.nspire  with  Lao  Resistance  to  provide  false  information 
about  U.S.  PWs  to  any  Americans?    Ans:  No 

E.  Are  you  now  cooperating  with  the  Lao  coiimunists  about  U.S. 
PW  information?    Ans:  No 

F.  Here  you  directed  or  suggested  by  anyone  to  provide  false 
information  about  U.S.  PWs  to  Americans?    Ans:  No 


A  review  of  the  polygrams  collected  during  the  second  examination  disclosed 

that  SUBJECT'S  responses  to  relevant  question  F  indicated  deception.  There  was 

insufficient  physiological  criteria  at  relevant  questions  D  and  E,  and  they  were 
deemed  inconclusive. 

Following  the  second  polygraph  examination,  SUBJECT  was  informed  of  the 
deceptive  results  of  HIS  polygraph  examination  concerning  the  story  of  ama*€S 

SUBJECT  admitted  that  HE  did  not  see  any  of  the  incidents  previously 
reported  concerning         fJfY^^  .    The  story  was  told  to  HIM  by  a  prisoner  HE 

had  met  while  in  Huoay  Leng  prison.  The  former  prisoner,  S5>  >  related  the 
story  to  SUBJECT  in  March  1984  in  Vientiane,  Laos.  SUBJECT  related  HE  had  been 
disembarking  from  a  bus  in  Vientiane  when  HE  saw  5S  and  his  unidentified 
friend.  They  went  to  a  restaurant  where  they  were  joined  by  a  fourth  individual 
who  claimed  to  be  from  Thailand  seeking  information  about  American  PWs. 
During  this  meeting,  related  the  story  concerning  NAm£S  at 

^Huoay  Leng  prison.     SUBJECT  and  some  of  HIS  family  later  escaped  from  Laos  and 
while  in  a  Thai  refugee  camp  saw     5S      .    Having  forgotten  the  names  of  aJ 
Ai         ,  HE  approached       SS      and  was  again  provided  the  names  Nelson  and 
Ai      as  the   individuals  described  by       SS         as  having  been  in  Huoay  Leng 
prison.    SUBJECT  stated  that  HE  had  not  personally  seen         aJA>k€^        ,  but  had 
no  reason  to  think       SS       was  being  untruthful. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  interview,  SUBJECT  apologized  for  lying  on  the 
polygraph  examination.  HE  volunteered  to  return  the  following  day  and  for  as  long 
as  necessary  to  facilitate  verification  of  HIS  most  recent  story  as  being  truthful. 

On  15  Mar  88,  VO-PW  personnel  attempted  to  contact  SUBJECT  to  drive  HIM  to  the 
polygraph  location.  SUBJECT  could  not  be  located.  A  person  in  contact  with 
SUBJECT  stated  HE  had  recanted  the  above  confession  story  and  would  not  cooperate 
any  further  with  the  investigation  of  this  matter. 

Page  3  of  3  Page 


/^/O  jSIGWATURE 


DU  FORM  3M  (2-71)  DU  -  ACCMT  REPORT 


911 


PROVIDED  BY  LAO  REFUGEE 
Seoe^f  (5108) 

smiARY;  A  Lao  refugee  has  reported  seeing  seven  Caucasians  and  one  Biacic  in 
PlK>ngsaiy  Province  in  Marcii  1977. 

DETAILS;    Lao  refugee  T  ioutcc  now  living  in  o*f ,  has 

reported  seeing  seven  Caucasians  and  one  Biacic  board  a  boat  at  Muang  Khoua, 
Phongsaly  Province,  and  travel  down  the  Nan  Ou  River.    The  individuals  arrived 
at  the  river  In  a  truck,  escorted  by  four  LPDR  policeMen;  none  of  the 
individuals  were  restrained  In  any  Manner.     Sou4.<cr     stated  that  at  the  tiae 
of  the  sighting  he  was  on  a  woric  detail  froa  the  Houay  Leng  Senlnar  oaap,  and 
that  the  LPDR  police  guard  of  his  detail  told  hia  that  the  Individuals  were 
American  PWs  who  had  been  held  in  Muang  Oudoasay,  to  the  west  of  Muang  Khoua.' 

ANALYSIS:    There  is  no  evidence  that    voom    observed  African  PWs.  There 
are  two  possibilities  as  to  whoa   C>o«/«-     observed  in  Phongsaly  Province  in 
1977.    For  exaapie.  at  that  tiae  there  were  seven  Chinese  prisoners  and  one 
Malaysian  detained  in  the  Houay  Leng  sealnar  caap.  of  which  s#«><^f      was  an 
inaate;  and  a  ID-man  Soviet  advisory  team  assigned  to  the  Phongsaly  province 
headquarters  at  Muang  Khoua.    Several  sealnar  detainees  froa  the  Houay  Leng 
caap  indicated  durfng  interviews  in  Thailand  that  the  Chinese  prisoners  had 
been  moved  to  southern  Laos  for  detention,  while  the  Malaysian  had  been  aoved 
by  boat  from  the  camp  to  a  point  south  on  the  river,  and  beaten  to  death  by 
the  guards. 

The  Soviets  at  Muang  Khoua  reportedly  arrived  routinely  by  helicopter  In  four- 
aan  teams,  and  the  teaa  at  Muang  Khoua  consisted  of  as  aany  as  10  Soviets;  the 
teaas  travelled  by  Moiotov  trucic  froa  Muang  Khoua,  escorted  by  araed  Lao 
personnel.    The  Soviet  teaas  travelled  froa  Muang  Khoua  to  Various  locations 
in  northern  Laos  to  assist  provincial  authorities,  and  were  Icnown  to  have 
woriced  throughout  the  area  froa  1976  through  1983. 

EVAHIATIOM;    It  is  doubtful  that  the  Individuals    SAo««e-    observed  were  the 
Chinese  and  the  Malaysian  prisoners  froa  Houay  Leng  caap  since  he  was  also  an 
inaate  there  and  could  be  expected  to  recognize  thea  as  such,    it  Is  highly 
probable  that  the  Caucasians  and  Biacic  observed  were  actually  the  Soviets 
aoving  froa  Muang  Khoua  on  another  aission  in  the  area.    Had  the  Caucasians 
been  prisoners  as   »«u£^    was  told,  restraints  should  have  been  evident. 
The  fact  that  the  Caucasians  were  not  restrained  and  that  they  appeared  aore 
to  be  under  escort  rather  than  under  guard,  is  good  indication  that  the 
individuals  sighted  were  aoving  about  freely  within  the  province,  and  that 
they  were  not  American  PWs.      %6<j^^    stated  that  he  had  heard  that  the 
prisoners  had  been  moved  from  Oudomsai;  this  statement  can  be  questioned  since 
the  Lao  resistance  has  long  had  access  to  Oudomsai  and  American  prisoners 
would  not  have  been  held  in  any  area  accessible  to  the  Lao  resistance. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION;    May  1989 


PW-MIA  CATEGORY;    Nationality  not  determined,  not  U.S. 
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PROJECT  ASSIGNMENT  INSTRUCTIONS 
DATE:    8  May  1986 
DUE  DATE:     30  May  1986 

TITLE:     REQUEST  FOR            MCTmO^  OF  MUANG  KHOUA,  LAOS 

PROBLEM:    To  obtain        ^\^'^M«>  of  Muang  Khoua  area, 

Laos,  for  the  purpose  of  ^^t^^}fta^^ 

Special  Instructions: 


1.  Lao  re f ugeev     ^4>^c<.<f  has  reported 

seeing  eight  Americans  vhom  he  vas  told  vere  U.S.  PWs.  The 
sighting  occurred  in  March  1977  in  the  area  of  the  Houay 
Leng  Seminar  Camp,  Phongsali  Province,  Laos.    This  is  the 
same  general  area  in  vhich  Lao  refugee  soS^eoetir-  says 
he  saw  six  American  PWs  in  1978. 

2.  Request         ^^et«tot>  of  the  area  along  the 
Houay  Leng  River  TJ  4143  (2111N/10230E)  in  an  effort  to 
locate  the  Houay  Leng  seminar  camp.    No  sketch  map  of  the 
camp  |/s  available  as  of  this  date. 

3.  If  the  Houay  Leng  seminar  camp  is  located, 
request  /A^THet  for  VO-PW  files. 
Based  xxpon  the  layout/description  of  Houav  Leng  VO-PW 
anticipates  returning  to  •  <;^utce  and  "^icoit-i^ 

for  further  information. 

PAI  «:  -0511 

Originator:    VO-PW,  /J^<oAo*i$7 

Signature:   N/PtM4   
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team    96o  (poz)       ■«02/22/88*  020:17:06.8.  i« 

2CZC  01:09:032  (PC) 

■n  pro  :  88022218265369 

UIUHIH  R0BU(33S59  0532322-  flOBALGZ. 

znr 

I  222322Z  FEB  88 

m  JCS  liSHIKIQII  K 

mo  BOBILQE/StfE 

B  2218052  FEB  88 

FM  DUIASBIKnil  DC//fO-P«// 

TO  BDBQBPA/CPB  JCBC  BABBEBS  PT  HI 

UFO  BOBBBK/JCBC  fiTATSOW  MlWiIIOf  TH 
BDBUIA/CIA  IAa8mm»  K//DO0/EA/IO0G// 
HDEnAA/DDOBA  FT  GEORGE  G  MEADE  MD 
HDBUCS/SBCDBF  WASHDRIW  DC/ZOASD-ISA/PV-IIIA// 
BOBQPQAAOCIKPAC  HQ«QtDLO  HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
HOraC/SBCSTATE  WASHUGIOII  rc//EAP/VLC// 
BOMJFS/AIBMB  flEVnAHE  LA 
BI 
EZ1: 

SBCnOH  01  OF  02 

EZ2: 

C-0157/TO-Pir 

SBtlAL:  6-014-0013-88 
PASS:  KWB 

OOORRX:      ,  LAOS  (LA)  VIETIAN  (VM) 

SOBJBCT:  IIR  6-014-0013-88/S07IET  TBCBIICAL  PERSOHHEL  IN  HORIHBiai 
LAOS  ' 

lABBDR:        THIS  IS  Al  IBFO  REPORT  NOT  FINALLI  E7ALIJATED  DITEL. 
DOI:  '      380208  (HO) 
BBQS:  J-fOP-43468 

SOURCE:         A  LAO  HBOSE  REPORTfliG  RELIABILITI 

HAS  K>T  BEEM  ESTABLISHED. 

SQMttRI:  SOflET  TECHMICAL  ADflSORS  TRAVELED  BY  TROCX  AMD  10-8 

HELICOPTER  THHtjUUHUUT  NORTHERN  LAOS  DURING  1976-84. 

TBIT: 

1.  n  MID  1979  SOURCE  HAS  RELEASED  FROM  THE  OU  TAI  PRISON 

((2207N-10148E))  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELY  25  KM  NEST  OF  PHONG  SALT 
cm,  PHONG  SALT  PROVINCE.    WHILE  AT  THE  00  TAI  PRISON  SOURCE 
SERVED  AS  THE  HERBAL  DOCTOR  FOR  PRISON  INMATES  THERE.    AFTER  HIS 
RELEASE  FROM  PRISON  HE  HAS  RBCRDITED  BT  VIETNAMESE  FIELD  DOCTORS 
ASSIGNED  TO  AN  EIGHT  MAN  NILITARX  MEDICAL  TEAM  PROVIDING  GENERAL 
HEALTH  CARE  TO  CIVILIAN  RESIDENTS  OF  PHONG  SALT  PROVIlkCE.    LATER  IN 
1979  THE  EIGHT  MAN  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL  TEAM,  THEN  BASED  AT  PHONG 
SALT  CITI,  RELOCATED  TO  THE  NEH  PROVINCIAL  SEAT  FOR  PHONG  SALT 
PROVINCE  ESTABLISHED  AT  MOONG  KBOUA  TOHN  ((2105N-10231E) ) ,  PHONG 
SALT  PROVINCE.    MDONG  KBOUA  HAS  AN  APPROPRIATE  PLACE  FOR  THE  NEH 
PROVINCIAL  SEAT  BECAUSE  IT  HAS  LOCATED  SOME  DISTANCE  FROM  THE 
CHINESE  BORDER  AND  HAS  CLOSE  TO  LINES  OF  COMMUNICATION  TO  NORTHERN 
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fnnuM. 

2.  HHEV  S00RC8  ASRIVBD  4T  MDCMQ  KBOOA  THE  f  IBnUMBSB  ICDICAL 
TEAM  ESTABLISHED  THEIR  OVFICES  IH  THE  PHQHG  SALT  PROVIKIA). 
HOSPITAL  LOCATED  MEAH  A  HB.IPAD  AT  MDOMQ  KBODA.    SOOBCE  WAS  HOT 
AHARE  HHEH  THE  PROVIKIAL  HOSPITAL  HAS  BDILT  BOT  IT  HAD  OBflODSLT 
BED!  IH  EZISIORZ  FOR  SB?ERAL  TEARS  PRIOR  TO  SOORCB'S  ARRHAL 
THERE.    IH  1980  SOORCE  AOOQMPAHIED  THE  7IEIHANESE  WDICAL  TBAIT  HHBH 
IT  NOfED  TO  HOOK  MAI  SEMDUR  CAMP  ((2110H-10243E))  HHERE-  IT  - 
PROVIOBD  MEDICAL  SUPPORT  FOR  APPROXIMATELX  1000  8EMIMAR  DMATES, 
PRIMARILT  FORMER  ROYAL  LAO  ARM!  MILITARI  OFFIgBS  HHP  HAD  BBEH 
PREVIOUSLY  ASSIGffiD  TO  MILITARY  RECIOM  I.    SOORCE  REIORHED  TO  MDQSG 
KBOOA  ROUTIHELY  TO  PICI  UP  ISDICIHE  FROM  THE  MDQHG  KBODA  HOSPITAL 
HHICH  SDPFLIBD  ICDICIHB  TO  SEMIHAR  CAMPS  SXH  AS  MDQMG  MAI.  SOOBCE 
REMAIHED  IH  THIS  AREA  ORTIL  UTB  1983  HBEI  THE  VIETHAMESE  MILITARY 
IBDICAL  TEAM  HAS  VITHDRAHH  FBQM  PBOK  SALT  PROVIHCB  FOR  ASSIGHEHT 
TO  PRO?IOB  IBDICAL  SDPPORT  TO  FQHIBR  LAO  ARMY  OFFICER  IHMATES  AT 
THE  DAK  CBDHG  SBIIHAR  CAMP,  SARAVAH  PROVIKE.    THE  TEAM  HAS 
HITHDRAW  FROM  LAOS  IH  MARCH  1984  FOR  ASSIGMMENT  IH  CAMBODIA.  ' 
SOORCE  SUBSBQDEMTLY  FLED  LAOS  TO  TBAILAHD  IH  DEC  84  HHILB  AT 
VIEHTIAHB  CITY  PICKHB  UP  MEDICIHE  TO  TAKE  BACK  TO  PAKSB  FOR  ISSUE 
TO  THE  DAK  CHOHG  SEMIHAR  CAMP. 

3.  STARTIHG  IH  1976  A  MILITARI  COLORED  NI-8  BEGAN  FLYIHG  Dl 
TO  THE  AIRPORT  AT  OU  TAI.    FOUR  CAUCASIAN  MALE  SOVIETS  NOBNALLY 
CAie  OH  BACH  FLIGHT,  STAYING  AT  OU  TAI  FOR  PEltlOOS  FROM  ONE  DAY  TO 
(ME  MEEK.    AIRCRAFT  PILOTS  HERE  VIETNAMESE.    PURPOSE  OF  THEIR  VISIT 
HAS  UNKNOW.  / 

4.  )    HHEN  SOORCE  FIRST  ARRIVED  AT  MUOHG  KBOOA  IN  MID  1979  HE 
FOUND  A  TEN  MAN  SOVIET  TEAM  OPERATING  AT  THE  PBOHG  SALT  PROVINCIAL 
BQ  AT  HUONG  KBOUA.    HE  HAS  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THE  INDIVIDUALS,  ALL 
CAUCASIAN  MALES  HEARING  NONDESCRIPT  CIVILIAN  CLOTHING  AS  SOVIETS 
BASED  ON  INFORMATION  FROM  OTHER  UO  AND  VIETNAMESE  MEDICAL 
PERS(MNEL  VITH  NBON  SOURCE  HAS  WORKING  AT  THE  TIME.    THE  SOVIET 
PERSONNEL  HERE  REPORTEDLY  AN  "ADVISORY  TEAM"  AND  fROVIDED  TECHNICAL 
ADVICE  ON  A  VARIETY  OF  SUBJECTS  TO  LAO  PROVINCIAL  AUTHORITIES. 
ACCORDING  TO  HEARSAY  FROM  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  WITH  WHOM  SOORCE 

WORKED,  THE  SOVIETS  HAD  FIRST  ARRIVED  AT  NUONG  KHOOA  CIRCA  1977  JUO)..  - 
DURING  1977-78  A  FOUR  MAN  SOVIET  TEAM  ROUTINELY  FLEW  BY  MI-8 
HELICOPTER  WITH  VIETNAMESE  PILOTS  TO  NUONG  KHOOA.,  THE  SOVIET 
TECHNICIANS  TRAVELED  PROM  THEIR  BASE  AT  MOONG  KH|^A  TO  VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS  IN  NORraERN  LAOS  TO  INCLUDE  LUANG  PRABANG  CITY,  VIENTIANE 
CITY,  OUDOKSAY  PROVINCE,  AND  THE  NAM  PAK  HOSPITAL  APPROXIMATELY  10 
KM  SOUTHEAST  OF  MOONG  KBOUA  ON  HIGHWAY  19  ALONG  THE  ROAD  LEADING  TO 
DIEN  BIEN  PHU  IN  NORTHWESTERN  NORTH  VIETNAH. 

5.  SOORCE  RECALLED  OBSERVING  THE  TEN  MAN  SOVIET  ADVISORY  TEAM 
AT  MOONG  KHODA  EACH  TIME  HE  VISITED  THERE  DURING  1979-83-  THE 
SOVIETS  APPEARED  TO  HAVE  FREEDOM       MOVEMENT  AND  WERE  NOT 
ACCOMPANIED  BY  SOVIET  GUARDS  WHILE  AT  WXMi  KHOUA.    ON  A  NUMBER  OF 
OCCASIONS  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  SOVIETS  ARRIVE  AT  OR  DEPART  FROM 
MOONG  KHOUA.    THEY  ARRIVED  AND  DEPARTED  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  BY  SOVIET 
MI-8  HELICOPTER.    ON  A  NUMBER  OF  OCCASIONS  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE 
SOVIETS  ARRIVE  OR  DEPART  MOONG  KHOUA  BY  MOLOTOV  TRUCK  AND 
REPORTEDLY  TRAVEL  TO  00  TAI  NEAR  PHONG  SALY  CITY.    WHEN  TRAVELING 
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BI  TROCK  THE  SOVIETS  HAD  PATHET  LAO  ABMED  ESCORTS  ACOOMPAMTING  THE 
imXZ,  AID  THE  GUARDS  ROAD  IN  A  "KOHANKA"  TIPE  VEHICLE  ((VO-PV 
COMSn:    PROBABLT  GAZ-69)).    SOURCE  VAS  UNABLE  TO  SPECULATE  IF 
THESE  CAUCASIANS  NIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  SEEN  AND  CONFUSED  WITH  BEING  U.S. 
PNS. 

6.       '    HHILE  AT  MUOK  KBOUA  SOURCE  VISITED  THE  SEMINAR  CAMP  FOR 
FORMER  LAO  OFFICERS  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELT  5  KM  SOUTHWEST  OF  MOOHG 
raXJA  AMD  DESIOUTED  THE  NDOMC  KBOUA  SEMINAR  CAMP,  ALSO  CALLED  THE 
SOP  KAI  SEMINAR  CAMP.    HE  HAS  AHARE  GP  THE  EZISTEW®  OF  BOUAI  LEHG 
PRISON  12  KM  NORTH  OP  MOONG  KBOUA  ((2111N-10230E))  BUT  NEVER 
VISITED  THIS  CAMP  BECAUSE  IT  HAS  A  PRISON  FOR  CRIMINAL  OFFENDERS 
AND  HOT  A  SEMINAR  CAMP  FOR  FORMER  LAO  GOVERNMENT  PERSONNEL.    AT  HO 
TUB  DID  ANT  OF  THE  SOVIETS  EVER  VISIT  MUONG  KBOUA  (AKA  TBOMGNAHOI 
AKA  SOP  CAI)  ((2104N-10229E))  OR  THE  BOUAI  LEMG  DETENTION  CAMPS. 
SOURCE  RESIDED  IN  AND  TRAVELED  THROUGH  THIS  AREA  ENOUGH  HITH 
■ORIHEBN  VIEIIAMBSE  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  TO  HAVE  KNOHN  IF  ANT'SOVIETS 
HAD  EVER  VISITED  AMI  OP  THESE  CAMPS. 

VO-PV  OOM&NT:  SOURCE  IS  :  So*s*v€U        ..,  A  SOURCE  CP 

ASSORTED  PV/MIA  RBPORTDIGS  OFFERED  TO  U.S.  GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES  IN  THAILAND  DURIMC  1984-87.    IN  1987  HE  HAS 
RESETTLED  IN  AND  VAS  DRERVIEVED  BI  DIA/VO-PV  ON  h^flk 

HE  HAS  ADMITTED  HIS  PREVIOUSLI  REPORTED  FIRSTHAND  LIVE 
SIGHTINGS  HE  OFFERED  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  REPRESENTATIVES  HERE  ACTUALLI 
On.1  HBARSAI  FROM  INDIVIDUALS  HE  RBALLI  DIOH'r  BELIEVE. 

//IPSP:  PG  2*30// 
//OGMSOBJ:  13// 
PROJ:  H/A 
BT 
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Jhifty^  RLB        ICfSI  t*^^  afiatuL'^  u^Mno^  "^ou^r^  [A'si^'at^ ^ 
€  />»»gfiiM^  /**U>}/eJ  lUQAi^i/tai<»^  n>  f^SZ  f  a^^^cJ  SeikAi'an 
Cau)  It*  \n!A  Co  ^^-i  tfnx>\/iJ  'to  ^^>u^a£t  ^  U/K^'f  I97'7^ 


^  GAU3I/>9J  -^Ifi^  /U4t>»7  CQA*^  f^OUHy  lim  C^/'//a/^  J02**30^£ ^  aOl 
to-  J-yy  ^£ioy^//»u^  hreum  on        acAo^ie/ ro^kcnt^  /i«>#t  "U  X/'eucHBAn 

'tie,  \trCJ^  CI  C^/f>^^9^  ^  ^tUni^A^lof  Oc/>oL/hju/ 

/KoM  ^ MUAt4Ch!hOUfi  0^     5        ecJif- Iff        oil  t^'i/s^  ,  ^  ^ 
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^UC(A^  ^loucr  cu&ln^  ^-/it.  Aeotni^oA  wZ-M         »r%/nuCUy!>  ,  x^^acc 
,wio  M/A/!>         -XjA  Alji>^£u>p  "Ajou^         'Me  M^unoL 

ytrvuL  omirucaA^  PoiNf  ^-^^       /tru>irex(  -^us/*^  ^^uoM^coioftxAj  '^ 

—  t>}fJlaAux.  »A^\/eJ  /oAf^di^  oa^  ^cU^^m^ AJthOcJ  S^/9>u/9h4^  , 
^..TTXcfuu  W^AJL/ho  cXcuv\,f/ho  JtoAiJeu^  <^       CUuieA^ut^i  PO(a^^ 
't^^  JLouJ  WcfVi)  J&kt.       /ieAKintAT^  t4Au/</i^  ur/M         -££0. /*^ 

U>6fl  COt^,  ^"^^  XcuJ  ^&IDU/^  y^oJA^  CtHx//A^r>Vt«^>^/Wi  Xckxi 
^  ^tUAJULMMl  *4iaJ-  '      a£u> /cbd/ Aet/i)  av^x^CA 

/j^/tUi^Kitiu^ <4_ Cix^h   "Tf/AL i  ^ymtfi.  t^JLOsi  c^mJ a/^o  >^ 
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a£&£Ue£f ,  ft»/^**/>^<t/^  Tov^^*^  0(/»'^  V/Ooj^  to  A^t^  f^'M 
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2  JUL  ^ 


ML.MORASD'jy.  FOR: 


Assistar'.  Vice  Director  Cor  Collection  Managercent 

Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
Principal  Advisor  for  Prisoner  of  War 

Missing  in  Action  Affairs 

(International  Security  Affairs) 

Department  of  Defense 
Director,  Vietnair,  Laos  and  Cambodia 

Bureau  of  East  Asian  and  Pacific  Affairs 

Department  of  State 
Office  of  the  Assistant  to  the  President  for 

National  Security  Affairs 

National  Security  Council 
Director,  National  Security  Agency 


SUBJECT 


Reported  Sighting  of  American  Prisoners  in  Laos 


1. 


Deputy  Director  tor  Operations 


CC  : 


DCI 
DDCI 

EXEC  DIR 
NIO/EA 
DDI 
DDO 
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Attachaent:    Report  *s  Stated 
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SUBJECT  Reported  Sighting  of  Aaerican  Prisoners  in  Laos 


TEXT:     In  a  private  conversation  with  friends  and  relatives  in 

■  id-April  1986.  stated  that  in  nid  March 

had  seen  seven  People's  Amy  of  Vietnam  (PAVN)  guards 
controlling  three  Caucasians  eight  kilos:-,  iers  east  of  tfuang  Ngoy 
(TH  5891)  along  the  nain  road.         said  at  first  she  thought  they 
were  Soviet  advisors  but  then  noticed  that  two  of  the  three 
prisoners  were  wearing  leg  irons.    Loral  residents  later  told  her 
the  men  were  American  prisoners  captured  prior  to  1972.    The  men 
were  about  150  meters  fror  the  road.     At  the  time  as  traveling 

froir.  Son  La,  Vietnaa. 
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—  2  2  jou^ge-  — 


MEMORANDUM  FORgr^eaiajLaD t  VUre  D^ffCtor^JLor  Collection  Kicinagement 

  Pslgjase"  Intelligence  ^^fleocy   -    . 

~  -7—  pr  ittc^paNL-Adgjeof^or  Pr-xetjner  tje  War.     — — 

-     Mi^»i»iug  in  Act-xon  Af tnirs  —       — •-  " 

(5rternatiOft*i=5ecurTCy  Alfairn)  — — 


—  — — ■■         nopacttnent  oC  npfenne. 


licKcLury  Vi«tnanij^  Laos  -and  Cambggiira—  — 
pur«m-of  Basb-Aa  1  a n^n d  .:gac-i-€£jc-A f  Cain 


nNational  S>«€ti£j;ty  AflUrs 
Natlonarl:  Security  Council 


SUBJECT   ; — Repoe-fcea  De%ea%*on  of  16  Aaecicawe^oj:- Laoa_  —  


The  attached  report  is -from  a  soutrc;©^^ 


CC: 


NIO/EA 
DDI 
DDO 
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I  EJECT 


Reported  Detention  of  16  Anecicans  in  Laos 


«XT:  _  who  claimed 

have  visited  the  site,  as  of  April  1986,  there  was  a  detention 
l^anp  containing  12  male  and  four  female  American  prisnnf^tR  l,ocat«d 
"%  Ban- Don  Lae  {near  TH  5085) «  Hgoy  District,  Luang  l»rabang 
rbvince,  Laos.  said  the  prisoners  were  biing 

eTd  in  a  cave  that  was  used  by  the  .Pa the t  Lao  and  Viotiiaaese 
curing  the  Indochina  War  years.    Bight  VietnanesR  and  M  Lao  ran 
h«  detention  camp,    there  were  three  trucks  assi'^netl  r.o  the  camp 
jwhich  were  used  to  take  the  p'rlsoners  outside  the  camp  to  vorX 

veryday.  The  said  eight  of  the  prisoner:;  worked 

Ircpairing  engines  and  four  taught  engine,  repair  to  the  Lao.  The 
four  females  worked  as  nurses.    The  workday  was  0800  hours  to  160C 
ours  daily.  claimed  that  the  Aa»et  icons  had  been' 

Jin  Z«aoa  aince"TJ%fore  the  common is€s  took  over  the~"coijntcy.  The 

ff«<d  the  -ftaicricapo  were  conjMniBd  in  4»arsn  conditions 
■^even  though  they  had  wosJced  hard-  while  in  captivity.  .  ^ 

'•   .  ^st  -^r-t-i-  •  •  •  -^r- 

•I  ~ 
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270O3OZ  AUG  86 
FM  CIA 
TO  DIA 


CITE:  CIA 


SUBJECT:    POW/MIA  INFORMATION 


HAS  NEVER  RECEIVED  ANY  REPORTING  CONCERNING  SIGHTINGS  OF 
LIVE  AMERICAN  POW'S  IN  THE  LUANG  PRABANG  AREA. 
2. 


.  THERE  ARE  TWO  MAIN 
REEDUCATION  CAMPS,  TWO  SMALLER  REEDUCATON  CAMPS,  AND  A  JAIL 
LOCATED  IN  MUANG  NGOY.    ALL  ARE  LOCATED  ALONG  THE  NAM  OU  RIVER 
OR  ITS  TRIBUTARIES  AND  MUCH  OF  THE  TRAVEL  TO  THE  CAMPS  IS  BY 
BOAT     THE  TWO  MAIN  REEDUCATION  CAMPS  ARE  HAT  CHAM  (TH  5890) 
AND  NAM  BAK  (NCA),  LOCATED  ACROSS  THE  NAM  BAK  RIVER  FROM  BAN 
NAKHON  (TH  U680)  VILLAGE.    THE  HAT  CHAM  CAMP  IS  LOCATED  IN  THE 
VALLEY  Or  THE  PHABOM  AND  PHAPAE  MOUNTAINS  ALONG  THE  NAM  OU 
RIVER.    FORMER  ROYAL  LAO  GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYEES  FROM  LUANG 
PRABANG  AND  SAYABOURY  PROVINCES  WERE  DETAINED  AT  THIS  CAMP 
WHICH  CONSISTED  OF  ABOUT  15  HOUSES,  FOUR  BARRACKS,  AND  ONE  RICE 
MILL.     IN  1980,  MANY  OF  THE  INMATES  FROM  THIS  CAMP  WERE 
TRANSFERRED  TO  CAMPS  IN  ATTOPEU  AND  XIENG  KHOUANG  PROVINCES. 

THE  INMATES  AT  THE  NAM  BAK 
CAMP  HAD  ALSO  BEEN  SENT  TO  OTHER  CAMPS  IN  ATTOPEU  AND  XIENG 
KHOUANG  PROVINCES  AND  THE  CAMP  WAS  NOW  OCCUPIED  BY  PAVN 
TROOPS      THE  JAIL  WAS  LOCATED  AT  HAD  XAO  (EITHER'TH  5226  OP.  TH 
5«77)  AND  WAS  ALSO  LOCATED  ALONG  THE  NAM  OU  RIVER.-    THE  JAIL 
WAS  USED  TO  HOUSE  REEDUCATION  CAMP  INMATES  WHO  WERE  NOT 


60-642  -  93  -  31 
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COOPERATIVE  OR  WERE  CREATING  PROBLEMS.     ALSO  LOCATED  IN  THIS 
GENERAL  VICINITY  WERE  PHAKEO  (TH  5919)  CAVE  AND  TWO  SMALLER 
REEDUCATION  CAMPS,  NUMBER  196  LOCATED  AT  NANONCXUNG  (NCA)  AND 
NUMBER  193  LOCATED  NEAR  A  BRIDGE  OVER  THE  NAM  BAK  RIVER  NEAR 
THE  JUNCTION  OF  THE  NAM  BAK  AND  HOUEI  NGEU  RIVERS.    BOTH  MEN  ^' 
STATED  THAT  THEY  HAD  NOT  HEARD  ABOUT  OR  SEEN  ANY  AMERICAN  POWS 
IN  THIS  ARE' 
3. 


.  THERE 

ARE  MO  AMERICAN  POWS  STILL  ALIVE  IN  VIETNAMESE  PRISON  CAMPS  OR 
ELSEWHERE.  THERE  WERE  PERHAPS  FORMER  UVs. 

SERVICEMEN  WHO  MIGHT  HAVE  REMAINED  IN  VIETNAM,  BUT  THERE  ARE  MO 
POWS  BEING  HELD  AT  THE  LOCAL  LEVEL  WITHOUT  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
SENIOR  SRV  OFFICIALS. 

THERE  ARE  NO 

LIVE  OR  CAPTIVE  POWS/MIAS  STILL  IN  VIETNAM.    IN  SOURCE'S 
OPINION,  REPORTS  OF  CAPTIVE  POWS/MIAS  ARE  NOTHING  MORE  THAN  OLD 
SIGHTINGS  OF  DOWNED  CREWS  LOST  IN  THE  JUNGLES.    SOURCE  BELIEVES 
ANYONE  LOST  IN  THE  JUNGLES  WOULD  CERTAINLY  BE  DEAD,  AND  EVEN  IF 
THERE  WERE  ANY  LIVING  POWS/MIAS  THEY  WOULD  PROBABLY  BE  IN  UOS 
OR  CAMBODIA.  MOT  VIETNAM. 
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PACE 


CXTEt  CIA 
PASSz     NSA  FOR 


(FOR  NSOC). 
CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


DIST: 
COUNTRY! 
SUB  J: 

001: 
SOURCE: 


30  OCTOBER  1886 
LAOS 

ABSENCE  OF  AMERICAN  POWS.  AT  HAT  CHAM  REEDUCATION  CAMPT 

IN  LUANG  PRABANG  PROVINCE.  LAOS;   ITS  LOCATION  AND  OPERATION 

1975-1985 
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.   STATED  THAT  HE  HAD 

NEVER  SEEN  OR  HEARD  ABOUT  ANY  AMERICAN  POWS  MMILC-IN  REEDUCATION. 
FURTHER  STATED  THAT  HE  BELIEVED  THAT  ANYONE  WHO  SAID  THAT  THEY  HAD 
SEEN  AN  AMERICAN  ROW  WHILE  IN  REEDUCATION  WAS  LYING  BECAUSE  THE 
REEDUCATION  CAMP  INMATES  WERE  STRICTLY  CONTROLLED. 

2.  HAT  CHAM  REEDUCATION  CAMP  WAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  EAST  AANK  OF 
THE  NAM  OU  RIVER.      IT  WAS  BORDERED  ON  THE  SOUTH  BY  THE  NAM 'KONC  RIV 
AND  ON  THE  NORTH  BY  THE  NCOY  RIVER.     THE  WESTERN  BOUNDARY  WAS  THE 
ROAD  TO  MUANG  NCOY.     THERE  WERE  ABOUT   IS  BUILDINGS  IN  THE  CAMP. 
INCtUOIHG  FOUR  BARRACKS- FOR  PRISONERS  LOCATED  AT  THE  NORTH  END  OF  T 
CAMP.     THE  SECURITY  OFFICE.  CLUB.  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICE  WERE. 
LOCATED  AT  THE  SOUTH  END  OF  THE  CAMP.   AND  A  WAREHOUSE.  KITCHEN. 
DISPENSARY  AND  GUARD  BARRACKS  WERE  LOCATED  AT  THE  WEST  ENO  OF  THE 
CAMP.      THE  CAMP  ALSO  CONTAINED  A  RICE  MILL  AND  LUMBER  YARD.  THE 
GUARD  FORCE  CONSISTED  OF  25  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  LAO  PEOPLE'S  ARMY*  (LPA) 
COMMANDED  BY  ((PHOUMI))   PAGNASAVAT.     THE  LPA  GUARDS  HAD  TWO  BOATS 
WITH  125  HORSEPOWER  ENGINES  USED  FOR  TRANSPORTATION.     THE  NEAREST 
VILLAGE  WAS  SOP  KHAN  (TH  5687)  LOCATED  ABOUT  TWO  KILOMETERS.  SOUTH  O 
THE  CAMP.     ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  THE  CAMP  ACROSS  THE  NAM  OU  RIVER.  WA 
THE  PHA  KEO  CAVE.     THE  FAMILIES  OF  THE  INMATES  LIVED  NEAR  THE  CAMP 
THE  SOUTHERN  BOUNDARY. 

3.  THE  CAMP  WAS  OPENED  IN  AUGUST   1975  ANO  CONTAINED  FORMER  RL< 
OFFICIALS  FROM  LUANG  PRABANG  AND  XIENG  KHOUANG  PROVINCES.     THE  CAMP 
CONTAINED  ABOUT  750  PERSONNEL.    INCLUDING  400  REEDUCATION  INMATES  ANi 
350  FAMILY  MEMBERS.     THE  CAMP  WAS  DIVIDED  INTO  FOUR  COMPANIES:  THE 
FIRST  COMPANY  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  MAINTAINING  THE  PERSONNEL  RECORDS 
MEDICAL  TREATMENT.   AND  CAMP  MAINTENANCE:   THE  SECOND  COMPANY  WAS 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  PLANNING.   CONSTRUCTION.    EDUCATION  ANO  CLASSES:  THE 
THIRD  COMPANY  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  CROP  CULTIVATION.  ANIMAL  HUSOANOR' 
ANO  FISHING:   ANO  THE  FOURTH  COMPANY  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  WOOD  CUTTINt 
BOAT  BUILDING  ANO  METAL  WORKING.     THE   INMATES  WERE  SENTENCED  TO  THE 
CAMP  FOR  FIVE  YEARS  AFTER  W4ICH  THEIR  CASES  WOULD  BE  REVIEWED  AND 
EACH  PERSON  WOULD  BE  PLACED  INTO  ONE  OF  THREE  CATEGORIES:     THE  FIRS- 
CATEGORY  WAS  COMPRISED  OF  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TO  BE  RELEASED  FROM 
REEDUCATION:   THE  SECOND  CATEGORY  WERE  THOSE  WHO  WERE  TO  REMAIN  IN 
REEDUCATION  AS  SECURITY/CUARO  PERSONNEL;  ANO  THE  THIRD  CATEGORY  WER( 
THOSE  TO  BE  SENTENCED  TO  FURTHER  REEDUCATION.     THE  CAMP  WAS  CLOSED  : 
1980  BECAUSE  OF  BORDER  PROBLEMS  BETWEEN  THE  LAO  AND  CHINESE 
GOVERNMENTS  AND  THE  INMATES  WERE  EITHER  RELEASED  OR  SENT  TO  REEDUCA- 
TION CAMPS  IN  XIENG  KHOUANG  OR  ATTOPEU  PROVINCES.     SOME  LPA  PERSONNC 
REMAINED  AT  THE  CAMP  AND  SOME  INMATES  WERE  KEPT  AT  THE  CAMP  TO  TEND 
THE  GARDENS  ANO  WORK  FOR  THE  LPA. 
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t.   SlUtCt  UTIMATCO  THAI  THTU  AK  PROBMLT  UOS) 

n  um/Ktm  uo  mmiKi  tmm  opiiatik  »m  wmc 
nor  MU.  Twn  mm  auas  of  opuatiou  me  as  rouon:  ii 

Tn  AKA  ABOUT  »  llUmm  tAST  Of  MMK  NGOr.  n  TW  AHA 
ABOUT  15  IILOmMS  SOUTH  V  MMIC  WOT.  AB>  AKUO  BAI 


SBXa  .   GCHRAL  IVO  Oi  TiS  NMK  KOT  AID 


1.  IL»  KSionrr 

UOMiOGI  or  THE  M0AN6  KOT  AKA.  wrOmMTClT.  TUS  SOURQ 
.HAS  ami  PHTSlCAlir  StU  »  NWC  NGOT.  HOWVII.  he  IMS  AtU 
TO  PKWIOE  SOME  6EHIAI  C9WERTS  «  THE  AKA.  T<C  nunOlG  IS 
THE  liroeuTIOH  Ht  PmriOEO  FOB  TOUB  IHrOMTin. 

A.   GEKRAl  COMEnS  «  TW  AKA:  ABOUT  200.000 

PEOPLE  im  » AID  uom  mum  mot.  about  m.ooo  to  20.000 

PEOPIE  LIVE  II  MMH6  KOT  nStU.  TMET  AK  HOSnT  FKM  A  TUBE 
CAlliO  IHAW.  MMK  KOr  nSEli  IS  ONPUSES  MQSTLT  Of 
TMATCMED  KOr  HUTS  AS  HAS  A  9IAU  TOW  ATKBPKK.  THE  PEOPU 
THEH  AH  VEItr  POOI.  AK'HQSTIT  FAWttS.  AM)  TOK  IS  BO 
iniSTIT  TO  SPEAt  OF  II  THE  AlU.  TW  TEHAH  AMUD  NIAIG 
IGOr  IS  VEIT  niGGEO  AM)  HIUT.  UO  TW  OINATE  Oa.  SOUKE 
SAID  THAI  W  HAD  HEAO  OFBAIOOiUE.  BOIOIOaOraOvm 
EUn  lOCATin.   HE  SAN  HE  HAD  lEVn  MAID  OF  TK  nODOV'S 
CAVE.'  BUT  AOOCO  THAT  TWK  AK  HAIT  CAVES  UOm  NBUC  KOI. 
nW  TO  Wi.  TW  HOAK  BGOr  AIEA  tMS  A  OONWIST  STRMNOUI. 
LOCALS  SUPPOHTEO  TK  COHMISTS  AM)  VEIE  OKIAUT 
Atm-COVEKNEn.   SIKE  M7S,  AS  NOtt  AS  NOK  PAVI  HAVE  8EEI 
SEVr  TO  TW  AHA.  TW  EOKMIC  SITWTIOi  HAS  MSSEHD.  AO  TW 
SIAMIAIO  or  LIVIK  OEaiHO.  PEOPU  HAVE  BEGOW  IKUASIKIT 
OlSEKHAVTEO  VITM  COMUISI  AS  HAVE  BEOME  VE0 
A«TI>Vin>WESE.   PAW  »  TW  AlU  KPOniOlT  HAVE  ABUSED  TS 
«QWI  AS  CEHIAUT  NISTHATEO  TW  LOCALS. 

.  B.   TUUBPOITATIW  AID  COVEI:  THEH  AK  K)  BUSES  01 
PIAKS^  THAT      TO  HOIK  HGOT.  m  AH  THEH  AIT  0X9  KMOS  11 
TW  AHA.   VHIU  AHENPTIK  TO  BEACH  HUAB  NCDT.  H  NKMT  BE 
POSSIBU  TO  UTILI2E  A  NOIOaCTCU  01  TO  KnCH  USCS  Oi  SMli 
BOATS.  HOVEVEI.  TW  SAFEST  HAT  TO  BEAOI  TW  ABU  U  Oi  rOOT. 
OH  rOOr  A  TIAVEUB  II  nSTHEH  IMS  Annas  LESS  ATTEnin. 
AM)  IS  LESS  UULT  TO  U  HASSLED  IT  LOCH  AUnamtS.  TW 
BEST  COVEI  FOB  COW  TO  TW  AKA  U  'VUHIK  ICUTIVES.* 
HOWVEI.  A>  AGEVT  COULD  ALSO  S)  n  AS  A  HHCHAIT  SEUOB  SUCH 
HENS  AS  lADIQS.  CLOTHES.  VATCMES.  OB  BATTtilES.  ACtOBIHE  TO 
SOUKE.  mST  OF  TW  PEOPU  U  TW  AHA  RAVE  LIHU  CASH  TO 
SPCMI  AO  A  niP  IMWK  KKHAHT  COVEI  KXU  POBAHT  KH  HSUIT 
11  AHT  PKFIT. 

C.   HSTIICTEO  AKAS.  CUO  POIITS.  ETC:  PEI  ABOA. 
SOUKE  HAS  HVEI  UEI  11  NUAK  HGOT  AID  VAS  m  AlU  TO  PROVIDE 
SPECIFICS.   W  OTFIKD  TW  fOUOVlK  SERIAL  COMITS:  ALL 
AMT  CAMPS  AH  COniDEKO  USTIinED  AKAS.  NILnAIT  WnS  AH 
VEIT  SECUTIVE  AMD  AnEMPt  TO  COKEH  TWII  IMH  OESIGIATIOH. 

cotMHDEis  or  uiiTs  tm  utn  oesictATicB  ak  fhcueiolt 

CKAKED  FOB  SECWnv  HASOHS.   ACCOniHE  TO  SOKE.  TWK  AH 
KCULAI  CWCt  POinS  TMKUGHOUT  nTWH  LAOS.   II  OUEl  TO 
AniND.  ONE  MUST  HAVE  A  TUVEl  PEMIT  SIOEO  IT  LOCAL 
AUTHOilTIES. 

0.    PUSEKE  OF  FOlia  AM)  NILnAIT:   AS  FAI  AS 
SOUKE  UOVS.  TWU  AH  M)  f%ia  U  TW  NIAK  KOT  AHA. 
HOWVEI.  TWU  AH  IIHCUIAIS.  COWAIDED  IT  PAH  OFFICIIS  AID 
PAW  inOPS  II  AMD  A«UD  HUAK  KOT.    ACCDOIK  TO  SOUKE.  TW 
PAW  inOPS  AH  MHAnD  FUOUEniT.  SOUKE  CLAINS  THAT  TW 
MAJOCIIT  OF  IH  imCUlAIS  OISLIU  TWII  PAW  OFFiaiS.  AMD 
THAI  ttWRAllT  TW  POPOACE  IS  Ani-VIETIANESE. 


F.  KEDUCATICa  CAMPS  AID  PllSOn:  •  SOUKE  KAS 
WABU  TO  PlOOm  TW  ICCATlCi  OF  AIT  Of  THESE:  HOWVEI. 
WIttE  SAD  THAT  TO  TW  BEST  Of  HIS  VmOGL  TWH  Kit  TW  OR 
TMHE  KESUCAnn  CAXPS  AID  PUSOKS  n  TW  GEHIAl  AHA.  W 
HITUATEO  THAT  TWK  AH  MART  CAVES  AlOUn  HUAK  aCOr.  . 
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CC*  NUME(S< 


1 2«;isu  sir » 
•  H  cu 
to  OlttSt 


t»  an  01  sun 

win  loust  snwnn  i 
tu  ortiti  V  amn  oriuiion 


aim.- 

MSS: 


•iiaism  roi  tm  oiitnoe.  man  mis  mmw  tar.. 
is«  foc  Tin  00  in  o(  (iiavsm  los  tm  omnoK.  is<): 
S1MI  tinvsm  rot  m  omnoc.  W:  oi*  ctciosm  m  tm 

DlltnOt.  Cl»  MO  >US  TO  MS  iOlUnni  OAT). 


0IS1:     J*  ummt  im 

liwam  oissnuMTioK  to  mussits  imtD  «  id  or  aiKn 


couniT:  uas 
sou 


IHOMTIOK  OK  MttC  KOt.  IU&.  lOCATIW  Or  U  ttllUD 

Miicw  ror  sicniK 


.  nwir  m;  wwc  ic>  jnwicr »  wik  fie  m: 
MSI  MRS  or  TM  cu  iivtt  lien  MS  «  n*ta»  ot  rin  Tngri 
wo  wuotc  TM  iiioc!  ovft  TK  H>  a>  nvit  ioc*ut  » jsimm: 

Ok  TM  itSI  l«n  or  TM  WW  ou  niuc  KO'  conisuD  o<  Man  K-K 
WOSI}  MP  THM!  lOOOll  fon.  K 

RWL'  imouiM  TOM  Mut  ecik  tujti'Bt  m  chimsi  «c  w  sivr*:-:  cii 
it(  TM  iiiOGi  ws  coNCUii  uc  Mp  ONI  comnt  ci»a  tous!  iochii 
«i  lUM  sio(  or  TM  ssnci.  n:  Turtiift  «ith  « ciruiu 

mmm  itnnt  riCM  s«k  lut  (vm  oosi)  to  strAnuMi  (vb  nsii  tm 

COWth  TUWIU  to  NMS  «0r  O!  KUtr  six  TW  TICKTtSl  SICW:^'  Ofc 
tm  KUTI  MS  IBM  MMK  UfH  (UH  J07I)  THIOUCK  MUUB  KOr.  TM 

AS  TQU  TMI  Ttt  HASOk  t»  TIGKIII  SlCUtlTT  WS-«SIS'U:( 
n  TM  tKA. 


%.  OR  TM  MSI  siOi  or  TM  a»  ou.  ssas,  atari  tmwit  c 
MOin  100  losu  ALSO  conenti-  to  wic-  nkk  wa!  »  vui«c!  o*  usr 

no  NHS.  All  WbUS  »  TM  TOn  Mil  (g  HOOT  QWTUniO*  MC  Mt! 
All  OR-STOnT.  n  «IST  MIUS  KSt  TMU  MS  A  SMUl  SUTf  SKX  TM 

nw  Tioops  MM  iiuntD  Ik  ny  muc  tun.  wkk  to  ion»r.:  oa 
TH  mnH  IT  lABi  NswRAic  vith  ciirr:.  m  on  e>  oesini  m- 

UVtS.  SBXn  SAtO  TNKT  MMK  KIMUO  lUCIIK  Wit  A1  116*-  rOT 
ABOUT  TMP  Oi  IMSt  MVtS.  TM  WOO  NOOStS  »  MSI  MIU6  ISOt  Kti  fO 

noTLt  MO  NKio  roi  TM  soatmKi  m  «i  im  statc  ste.  tie 

STATU  THAT  A  CABO  BOAT  au  ia*T(D  OK  T«  EAST  BAIt  0-'  TM 

lANOU. 

S.  TK  COHVOr  WAS  101  STOPPtD  AT  THt  BtlKt  UC  R)  OC 
gOlST10«0  T«t!  OS  CMtUD  OR  TW»^  WlLl  TWt  W«  U  MWK 
T«T  SlIPT  »  TM  TBUCIS  AlB  SUBJtH  OSSIRWO  IDIHIIG  WU.™'-.  »  VS. 

TOHK  SIO  Wl  MAt  AM  lOKti  »  IITOBUTIOK  AC 

AniicAK  KMS  » i«  mc  teopi  uit.. 


OISSIK: 

MSHlKin  OISSfM: 
^  TOMQITBC 

ID  ST ATI: 
S  OlA: 
T0«»: 


(xtiusiv!  roK  IM  DiucTK.  wni  la'Sl 

SJIWTlOk  AOO- 

iitiBsm  ros  TK  oiKCTor.  i«» 
tuiusm  rop  tm  oiicnor.  u: 
iKiusiv!  rof.  T«  cmnof..  «si 


Ok  I?  AUSOSI  ISK.  TMI!  ns  AtOtT  OK  UHADOK  OT  Hit  ItCm  U 
TM  UeUl  VTCKITT  0*  MMS  SiA.  TMH  KAS  A  PAVK  URT  (F  UHRA 
SllteTir SIAilOMf-  U  MMC  KOI.  TM  TOW  or  MHK  K9t  HAT  ABOn 
TK-  rACKltS.  A  tllOC!  ME  TK  BW'  00  tlVII.  MICK  MS  lOUTtD  >A 
•Me  >;9I.  tMF  niAM  MMltCS  lOCATir  AT  lACR  IV.  II  TM  PAST.  TM 
MID  MUr  TMI  TMC  HAl-  l(t«  SOVIIT  AC  OSU  AOVISOC!  K 
MM&  K9T.  PIlSCniK  UeiLJtUi.OKt  VKTRAKiSl  AOnSNS  lA  tUAK 
«0I. 

}.  f  .  MUH  K»  I!  Mir  IMtBTun  DM 

TO  ITS  aasMmK  lOCATia.  ioao  tumi  riCK  xhk  uouak.  tm 

PMK.  lUAK  PIAtAC  ART  0U00>3AJ  PROtriNClS  PASStS  TMOJGK  MMK  KOf. 
TMSt  nOItS  AM  MK  INPOEIAin  TO  IM  lOUKTAIIOUS  MCAS  OIMlOMtn 
OMPAint.  miCH  UStS  1MM  TO  TIAXSPOAT  OPIIP!  IIOK  TMU  PKWIKtS  rOS 
TM  lAO  (OVtlWCn.  10  AMAS  WMM  TM  VW  CAK  Bl  SHIPPtD  TO 

TMllAC  AC*  («II€P  COUniltS.  TM  VKTVMIS!  AID  lAC  GOVtnHCKTS  Htt 
PlMG  10  BClir  t  KSMIAl  SCHOO..  Ul?  OIWP  8UUD1IGS  I«  KiMSi^^V 
TMU  O!.  SIV.IM  C*n  CCKMILV  U  IK  KtiKKi  ISO' 


Ml*.  MttllO  (TH  i9l»).  MD  PMini  (KA).  AU  TM  nVM\  MVf 

ctHPUits  It  IM  MIA.  .  »e  WAS  riot  IUAC  P««A«5 

PKWIIKI  M?  MS  TUnitD  VIDtir  Ik  LAOS.  MD  MM!  MAIS  ABCMT 
AMIICU  POVS  U  TM  MMK  KOT  MIA. 

I  .(  VHO  IMVtUP  IMKUC!!  MUAK  il5!n  AID  SPIkl  IM  ■ 

Um  Oi  03  AUGUS1  U  HUAKC-  KO\ . 
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D  -TE  OI*  JJT.K'r?!; 
PLACE  OF  Dira'il: 
FATHER'S  W.'iKE: 

MMUIISD  OR  SIKGLE: 
PJr/SICAL  CIl\Pv'-CTERISTICS: 


y/vTE  0?  Fir;ST 
Ai^IVAL  111  VIET  liAH: 


D.\TE  TA1U:N  CAPTIVE: 
PLACE  T.MCEN  CAPTIVE 


.'-.••crlccn 
OAT  to 


U.  S.  A. 


Slnsl6 


vclf.Ut ;    cpp^^ox.  160  in  I960  -  66  3/4  in.  tall 

build;      l.V/.xe  (for  lauy) ,  cngiilcr 

co:.iplo:-:tcn :.  Trtir 

lirtir;    ulr.c:k,  ctreaUed  viLh  {ji'ay 

cy ftfl ;    brct/n,  vjoro  cl^^cses 


May  Y)f  1902 


Bcnir^thuot,  V.lct  ITasn 

at  the  Leprosarium  in  Lanraethuot 
fir^c     attended  the  foll<K/ing  schoolc: 


WORK  Hi  VrHICW  Ln'G  -  GtlD 
WHEN  TAiSH  CAPTIVE: 


A  T  A- 


for  the  Dfawsetliuot  Lcproccrlua. 


wotihcr  died  oii  Septonbcr  or  3  970  of  pulnona/y  flbrosi.'j.  /O/*^--/* 
still  ha:;  her  father  in      ^       iind  a  brother.    Kcr  olotcr,  aloo  a 
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I.     CLOSE  RET^TIVES 

Father;  ,  Sister:  ^ 

Brother: 

•    Phone:  ^.^^^ 
Field  Headquarters:  OAT^ 

Cable:  ^  n  t 

Phone :  tf/V7>x 
International  Headquarters : 


2.  PLACE  TO  WHERE  SKS  WOULD  WAXT  TO  GO;  ^^nxA 

3.  PERSOWAL  INFORMATION: 

f^AiA  died  .  1970  of  pulnonary  fibrosis. 


11/21/72 
res 
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jUlTITiL  SCU.Ir'CfT  LViTh 

C:R  AI.L  SOURCE  REPORTS— 01  ST  ;:0n0i»i/l.i:»2?j.s,E 

ir  WmME  SnSKT  ri.JRrWTiED  IWrO  DOS.  CTF 

5.:->M'-i       $a-l<.tf-C  rOW-F/  H     io  US   (  laM-VaFi  3*0-!|  LA 

C~ij  a  F'OW-r .•■>•!     ICAU  LIVES  rftEE  E-ImUCHEW  SOf'c.  Lft 

jSlo  *>o-vlftc<;>  poW-F/H     3  CAU  CHAIWS  ^UmNG  NGOV  SoO-?  LA 


TOTAL  SlGinTir*5Stt 


0tS27rX»'? 
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Pf\GE 

ADDITIONAL  SDURCF  DATA 


ID  UTM/LOC     GEO  COORDINATES  POLY  ChTEOQRV  CE  AO  uEST  FM  MC 

5343  TH!:.00&5C.  2"200»-'N  ii-?Sc.<-.C.E  UWDER  ANALYSIS.              i-JG  J  A 

3 134  TH-P^OaSO  201000N  i025500E  NOT  CLASS  TC  PW              wG       IS  "  LA 

5315  TH5eO?lt"'  2"24C'C'N  ir.259r»-.E  HImDEP  ANALYSIS.                           9  «"•  iA 


END  OF  REPORT 
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KSGMO       38  (PCX!)  •07/21/86*  "(W: 10:38.9.5» 

ZCZC    14:08:38Z  (PC) 

RTTSZYUV  RUEKJCSnaS  2021148  -RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

R  21111I8Z  JUL  86 
•FM  JCS  WASHIMCTOM  DC 
INFO  RUEALGX/SAPE 
R  210908Z  JUL  86 
M  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANEO 
TO  RUEXJCS/OCA  HASHDV 
INFO  RUEHBK/JCRC  PIAISMN  MANGKOK 
RUHQBPA/CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  HASHDC  8309 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  HASHDC 
IRUEAIIA/CIA  ilASHDC 
RUABJFA/DIRNSA  FT  GEORGE  MEADE  ND 
BT 
EZ1: 

VIENTIAME  1135 

EZ2: 

DIA  FOR  DV/VO-PV;  STATE  FOR  :/EAP/VLC:  SACDEF  FOR 
OASD-ISA/PV-HIA:  CIA  FOR  DOO/EAICOG/L;  NSA  FOR  B5 
E.O.  12356: 
TAGS:  MOPS,  U 

SUBJECT:  IDENTIFICATION  OF  AMERICANS  LIVING  IN  LAOS 
REF:  A)  DIA  S-0880/VO-PH    1il1207Z  JUL  86 
B)  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIAME  1067 

1.  (  -  ENTIRE  TEXT) 

2.  IN  RESPONSE  TO  YOUR  QUERY  IN  PARAGRAPH  OP 
IREF.  AN  UNDP  EXPERTS  IN  VIENTIANE  INFORMED  US 
THAT  THEIR  FIRST  TRIP  TO  THE  DAK  CHUNG  REGION 
OCCUVRED  IN  APRIL  1986  (REF.  B).  THEY  DlOV  OP  NO 
OTHEV  CAUCASIANS,  FOREIGN  EXPERTS  OR  OTHERWISE,  HAVING 
BEEN  IN  THE  REGION  AND  NOTE  :5  8S  SO  VUGGED  AND 
REMOTE  THAT  EVEN  PROVINCIAL  OFFICIALS  VISIT  THE 

AREA  INFRBQUEHTLI. 

3.  AMERICAN  CITIZEN  QUAKERS  AND  MENNONITES, 
HOME-BASED  IN  VIENTIANE,  TRAVEL  TO  THE  PROVINCES 
OFTEN.  MOST  OF  THECR  PROJECTS  ARE  CONCENTRATED 
INNLUANG  PRABANG,  XIENGXHOUANG,  AND  HOUAPHAN 
PROVINCES.  THEY  TRAVEL  EITHER  SINGLY.  CN  PAIVS, 
ORNIN  SMALL  CROUPS  UHEN  VISITING  OFFICIAPS  RON 
THEIR  PARENTNOFFICES  ARE  IN-COUNTRY  TO  INSPECT 
PROJECTS.  THEY  LIVE  AND  VORK  IN  THE  FIELD  FOG  AS 
MUCH  AS  THREE  WEEKS  AT  A  TIME  BUT  ALWAYS  RETURN 
TO  VIENTIANE.  WE  WILLNTRY  AND  OBTACN  TRAVEL  DATES 
AND  LOVATIONS  FROM  THE  TWO  COUPLES  AND  PR0VI3  5#3SE 
SEVTEP  TO  AID  IN  FUTURE  EVALKATIONS  OP  LIVESIGHTING  REPORTS. 
«.    THERE  IS  NO  TRACE  IN  OUR  FILES  OP  AN  INDIVIDUAP 
CDEMTIFIABLE  WITH  "RAVPSE  CITED  REFERENCE. 
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PAGE 

5.    COMMENT:    CASCASIAMS  SIGHTED  INNPHONC  SAVAM,  LUANG 

PRABANG  AND  OTHER  AREUS  COKLD  ALSO  HAVE  BEEN  SOVIAT  — 

OR  EASTARN  EUROPEAN  ACD  EXPERTS.  AFTER  SEVERAL 

INCIDENTS  OF  ARMED  ATTACKS  ONNCAUCASIAMS  IH  THE 

PROVINCES,  THE  LAO  GOVERJJMENT  NOW  PROVIDES  ARMED  GKURDS 

TO  FOREIGN  EXPERTS  TO  PROTECT  THAM  IN  THE  COURSE  OF 

THEIR  FIELD  WORX,  ESPECIALLY  IN  MORE  REMOTE  OR 

TROUBLESOME  AREAS  WHERE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  CAKCASIANS 

MIGHT  BE  MISUNDERSTOOD  OR  MISTRUFTED.  SEEING  CAUCASIANS  i 

IN  THE  COMPANY  OF  ARMED  GUARDS  MIGHT  PROMPT 

OBSERVERS  TO  SUSVECT  SUCH  PERSONSNARENAMERICUNO 

POH'S 

BT 

#1135 

NNNN 

NNDD 


1.  I  -  ENTIRE  TEXT) 

2.  IN  RESPONSE  TO  YOUR  QUERY  IN  PARAGRAPH  1  OF  REF,  UNDP  EXPERTS  IN  VIENTIANE 
INFORMED  US  THAT  THEIR  FIRST  TRIP  TO  THE  DAK  CHUNG  REGION  OCCURRED  IN  APRIL  1986 
(REF  B).    THEY  KNOW  OF  NO  OTHER  CAUCASIANS,  FOREIGN  EXPERTS  OR  OTHERWISE,  HAVING 
BEEN  IN  THE  REGION  AND  NOTE  THAT  IT  IS  SO  RUGGED  AND  REMOTE  THAT  EVEN  PROVINCIAL 
OFFICIALS  VISIT  THE  AREA  INFREQUENTLY. 

3.  AMERICAN  CITIZEN  QUAKERS  AND  MENNONITES,  HOME-BASED  IN  VIENTIANE,  TRAVEL  TO 
THE  PROVINCES  OFTEN.    MOST  OF  THEIR  PROJECTS  ARE  CONCENTRATED  IN  LUANG  PRABANG, 
XIENG  KHOANG.  AND  HOUA  PHAN  PROVINCES.    THEY  TRAVEL  EITHER  SINGLY,  IN  PAIRS,  OR 
IN  SMALL  GROUPS  WHEN  VISITING  OFFICIALS  FROM  THEIR  PARENT  OFFICES  ARE  IN-COUNTRY 
TO  INSPECT  PROJECTS.    THEY  LIVE  AND  WORK  IN    THE  FIELD  FOR  AS  MUCH  AS  THREE  WEEKS 
AT  A  TIME  BUT  ALWAYS  RETURN  TO  VIENTIANE.    WE  WILL  TRY  AND  OBTAIN  TRAVEL  DATES  AND 
LOCATIONS  FROM  THE  TWO  COUPLES  AND  PROVIDE  THEM  SEPARATELY  TO  AID  IN  FUTURE  EVALUA;. 
TIONS  OF  LIVE  SIGHTING  REPORTS. 

4.  THERE  IS  NO  TRACE  IN  OUR  FILES  OF  AN  INDIVIDUAL  COMPATIBLE  WITH*-   fj  CITED 
REFERENCE* 

5.  C0M1ENT:    CAUCASIANS  SIGHTED  IN  PHONG  SAVAN,  LUANG  PRABANG  AND  OTHER  AREAS 
COULD  ALjO  have  BEEN  SOVIET  OR  EASTERN  EUROPEAN  ACD  EXPERTS.    AFTER  SEVERAL 
INCIDENTS  OF  ARMED  AHACKS  ON  CAUCASIANS  IN  THE  PROVINCES,  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  NOW 
PROVIDES  ARMED  GUARDS  TO  FOREIGN  EXPERTS  TO  PROTECT  THEM  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  THEIR 
FIELD  WORK,  ESPECIALLY  IN  MORE  REMOTE  OR  TROUBLESOME  AREAS  WHERE  THE  PRESENCE 

OF  CAUCASIANS  MIGHT  BE  MISUNDERSTOOD  OR  MISTAKEN.    SEEING  CAUCASIANS  IN  THE  COMPANY 
OF  ARMED  GUARDS  MIGHT  PROMPT  OBSERVERS  TO  SUSPECT  SUCH  PERSONS  ARE  AMERICAN  POWS. 
TULL 
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MSGNO     168  (PCXX)  •06/19/86»  •06:07:07. 5. M*  .  - 

2CZC    n:05:l5Z  (PC) 

RTTCZIUW  RUEKJCS09'J7  1700909         — RUEALGX. 
ZNY 

R  190909Z  JUN  86 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUENAAA/  OK)  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAP  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEADWD/PTC  WASH  PC 

RUSNNOA/USCINCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE 

RUFGAID/USEUCOM  AIDES  VAIHINGEN  GE 

RUEAMCC/CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUCUKA/CDR  HTH  PYSOP  GROUP  FT  BRAGG  NC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 
<>    R  <x>190630Z<><>  JUN  86 
<>    ooFM  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE<><> 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  8W 

INFO  RUEHBK/AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK  6251 

RUEHBJ /AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  1498 

RUFHFR/AMEMBASSY  PARIS  9005 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

RUFHGV/USMISSION  GENEVA  1221 

BT 

EZ1: 

E22: 

LIMITED  OFFICIAL  USE  SECTION  01  OF  02  VIENTIANE  0917 
PARIS  FOR  ENGEL;  CINCPAC  ALSO  FOR  POLAD 
E.O.  12356:  N/A 
TAGS:  EAID,  UNDP,  LA 

SUBJECT:  UNDP  PLANS  MORE  PROJECTS  OUTSIDE  VIENTIANE  PROVINCE 
REF:  85  VIENTIANE  A-H 

1.  SUMMARY.    IN  ITS  FOURTH  COUNTRY  PROGRAM  FOR 
LAOS  (1986-1990),  THE  UN  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM  (UNDP) 
PLANS  TO  EXTEND  FURTHER  ITS  ASSISTANCE  TO  OUTLYING 
PROVINCES.  PROJECTS  ARE  PORPOSED  FOR  CHAMPASSAK 
AND  SEKONG  PROVINCES  IN  THE  SOUTH,  SAYABOURY  TO  THE 
WEST  OF  VIENTIANE,  AND  XIENG  KHOUANG  AND  HOUA  PHAN 

IN  THE  NORTH.  CONTINUATION  OF  A  PROJECT  IN  LUANG   

PRABANC,  ALSO  IN  THE  NORTH,  IS  PLANNED.  THIS  UNDP 

APPROACH  WILL  HELP  BRING  NEEDED  GEOGRAPHIC  BALANCE 

TO  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  AID  PROJECTS  IN  LAOS.    END  SUMMARY. 

2.  UNDP  RESIDENT  REPRESENTATIVE  PER  JANVID  HAS 
INFORMED  US  THAT  IN  THE  UNDP'S  FOURTH  LAOS' 
COUNTRY  PROGRAM  (COVERING  1986  TO  1990),  HE  EXPECTS 
TO  INITIATE  MORE  LARGE-SCALE  ASSISTANCE  PROJECTS 
THAN  HITHERTO  IN  PROVINCES  OTHER  THAN  VIENTIANE 
PROVINCE,  WHICH  SURROUNDS  THE  CAPITAL.  THESE 
PROJECTS  WILL  INCLUDE  FORESTRY,  DIVERSIFICATION 

OF  AGRICULTURE,  ROADS,  HYDROPOWER,  HOSPITAL 
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CIWH  PAGE  (XX 

IHPROfENENTS.  AMD  IllTBCiUTEO  ROIUL  OEfELOPMENT 
ALONG  THE  PATTERN  BEING  UNDERTAKEN  AT  HUONG  HON. 
flENTIANE  PROVINCE  (REP).  THE  UNDP  VILL  REQUIRE 
RADIO  LINKS  TO  THESE  PROVINCIAL  PROJECTS.  IT  IS 
ALSO  CONSIDERING  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  OBTAINING  A 
SHALL  PLANE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS  GEOGRAPHICALLY 
•SCATTERED  PROGRAM. 

3.  CHAMPASSAK  PROVINCE.    UNDP  IS  INTERESTED  IN  " 
UNDERTAKING  BOTH  AGRICULTURAL  PROJECTS  AND  HEALTH 
ASSISTANCE  FOR  PAKSOHC  DISTRICT  ON  THE  BOLOVENS 
PUTEAU.  THE  AGRICULTURE  PROGRAN  VILL  DEPEND  ON 

THE  RESULTS  OP  AN  UPOONING  PAO  ASSESSMENT  AND  REPORT, 
DUE  IN  EARLY  1987,  QT  THE  POSSIBILITIES  FOR 
CROPS  AND  AGRI-PROCESSING.  UNDP  NAY  GO  AHEAD  VITH 
SOME  ASSISTANCE  IN  THE  HEALTH  FIELD  IN  THE  MEANTIME. 

4.  SEIOHC  PROVINCE.    THE  UNDP  HAS  BEGUN  INITIAL 
SURVEYS  OP  DAK  CHDHG  DISTRICT  (SEPTEL)  AS  THE  SITE 
OP  AN  INTEGRATED  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  PROJECT  ALONG 
THE  LINES  OP  THE  NDONG  BOM  PROJECT.  THIS  PROJECT 
HILL  BE  ON  A  SMALLER  SCALE  THAN  THAT  AT  MUOHG 
HON,  BECAUSE  ACCESS  TO  REMOTE  DAK  CHUNG  IS  MUCH 
MORE  DIFFICULT.  AFTER  UNDBRTAKIHC  A  TVO-HEEK 
EXPLORATORY  MISSION  TO  DAK  CHUNG,  USING  THE 
SERVICES  OF  THE  CHIEF  MUOHG  BOM  TECHNICAL  ADVISER, 
OHDP  PLANS  OH  A  SIX-MONTH  INITIAL  PHASE  IN  MHICH 
IT  VILL  CONCENTRATE  ON  ASSESSING  THE  POTENTIAL 

OP  THE  DISTRICT  AMD  lOCNTIPTING  POSSIBLE  PROJECTS 
FOR  FOLLOV-OH  FUNDING.  THE  UNDP  VILL  DONATE  SOME 
IIMEDIATB  ASSISTANCE,  SUCH  AS  BLACKSMITH  TOOLS  AMD 
MEDICINES,  DURING  THIS  PHASE. 

5.  SAIABOURY  PROVINCE.    OHDP  IS  CONSIDERING  A  ROAD 
PROJECT  TO  STINUUTE  AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT  BY 
PROVIDING  MARKET  ACCESS. 

6.  XIEMG  KHOUAMG  PROVINCE.    A  FRUIT-PRODUCTION 
PROJECT  IS  COHTEMPUTEO  FOR  XIEMC  KBOUANC.  FAO  VILL 
PROBABLY  FUND  A  TBCWICAL  EXPERT  TO  DESIGN  AND  ' 
IWLENENT  THE  PROJECT. 

7.  HOUA  PHAN  PROVXMCB.    THO  POSSIBLE  PROJECTS  FOR 
BOUA  PBAN  ARE  RIC8  KILLS  AMD  A  SMAU  HYOROPOHER 
PLANT.  THE  HYOROPOHER  PROJECT  IS  TENTATIVELY 
IDENTIFIED  FOR  W  CAPITAL  OEVELOPICNT  FUND  (UNCOP) 
FINANCING  AS  PART  OP  THE  WCOP'S  INCREASING  ASSISTANCE 
TO  LAOS. 

BT 
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hSGNO      169  (PCXX)  •06/19/86*  •06:07:07.6.7* 

ZCZC    IliOSrUSZ  (PC) 

RTTCZYUW  RUEKJCS0947  170090'  -RUEALGX. 

R  190909Z  JUN  86 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  DC 

'INFO  RUENAAA/CNO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEADWD/PTC  WASH  DC 

RUSNNOA/USCINCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE 

RUFGAID/USEUCOM  AIDES  VAIHINGEN  GE 

RUEAMCC/CMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUCLAKA/CDR  i4TH  PYSOP  GROUP  FT  BRAGG  NC 

RUEALGX /SAFE 
<>    R  00I9063OZ00  JUN  86 
<>    ooFM  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE<><> 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  8lfl5 

INFO  RUEHBK/ AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK  6252 

RUEHBJ /AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  1499 

RUFHFR/AMEMBASSY  PARIS  9006 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 

RUFHGV/USMISSION  GENEVA  1222 

BT 

EZ1: 

EZ2: 

LIMITED  OFFICIAL  USE  SECTION  02  OF  02  VIEKTIANE  09^7 
PARIS  FOR  ENGEL;  CINCPAC  ALSO  FOR  POLAD 

8.  LUANG  PRABANG  PROVINCE.    THE  UNDP  WILL 
CONTINUE  A  FORESTRY  PROJECT  BEGUN  IN  LUANG  PRABANG 
IN  1985.  THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST  PROJECT  UNDER  THE 
CURRENT  REGIME,  WHICH  REQUIRED  UNDP  EXPERTS  TO 
TAKE  UP  LONG-TERM  RESIDENCE  OUTSIDE  VIENTIANE. 
THIS  TRAINING  AND  DEMONSTRATION  PROJECT  IS  DESIGNED 
TO  ENCOURAGE  THE  USE  OF  AGRICULTURAL  METHODS 
OTHER  THAN  SLASH- AND- BURN.  PROVINCIAL  FORESTRY 
OFFICIALS  FROM  ALL  FIVE  NORTHERN  PROVINCES  ARE 

TO  RECEIVE  TRAINING  IN  AGRICULTURAL  AND  REFORESTA- 
TION METHODS  IN  THREE  LUANG  PRABANG  PILOT  VILLAGES. 
THE  WORLD  FOODPROGRAM  IS  PROVIDING  FOOD  AID  TO 
COMPENSATE  THE  VILLAGERS  FOR  WORK  ON  REFORESTATION. 
THE  UNDP  RESREP  DESCRIBED  AS  THIS  PROJECT'S  MAIN 
PROBLEM  UNREALISTIC  LAO  EXPECTATIONS  THAT  THE  PROJECf 
WILL  EXPAND  INTO  ORGANIZING  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE 
NEW  AGRICULTURAL  TECHNIQUES  IN  EACH  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
PROVINCES. 

9.  HEALTH  PROJECTS.  THE  UNDP  IS  INTERESTED  IN 
UPGRADING  PROVINCIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  THROUGHOUT 
THE  COUKTRY.  THE  IDEA  HERE  IS  TO  HAVE  HOSPITALS 

IN  PROVINCIAL  CENTERS,  TO  WHICH  SERIOUSLY  ILL  PATIENTS 
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CAN  BE. REFERRED  FROH  THE  DISTRICTS. 

10.  FINANCING.    UNDP  FUNDING,  INCLUDING  THAT  OF 
UNCDP,  IS  ESTIMATED  AT  50  MILLION  DOLLARS  FOR  1986-1990. 
THE  UNDP  RESREP  EXPECTS  TO  <X)-FINANCE  SEVERAL 
SUBSTANTIAL  PROJECTS  BY  FUNDING  PRE- INVESTMENT  STUDIES 
AND  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  SUPPLEMENT  OVERALL 
PROJECT  LOAN  FINANCING  FROM  THE  WORLD  BANK  AND 

ASIAN  DEVELOPMENT  BANK . 

11.  GOMIENT:    THE  NEW  UNDP  COUNTRY  PROGRAM  HILL 
HELP  BRING  NEEDEI^  GEOGRAPHIC  BAUNCE  TO  THE  DISTRIBU- 
TION HITHIN  LAOS  OF  FOREIGN  ASSISTANCE.  WHICH  HITHERTO 
HAS  BEEN  LARGELY  CONCENTRATED  IN  VIENTIANE  PROVINCE. 
THE  INCLUSION  OF  HEALTH  ASSISTANCE  REFLECTS  THE 
UNDP'S  CONCERN  THAT  THE  HEALTH  SECTOR  IS  ACCORDED 

TOO  LOW  A  PRIORITY  IN  UOS*  DEVELOPMENT  PLANNING. 
THIS  CONCERN  WAS  INTENSIFIED  BY  THE  RESREP 'S  RECENT 
OBSERVATIONS  IN  DAK  CHUNG.    END  COMMENT. 

BT 
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I  MIIOIZ  An  16 

n  XK  LMISCM  lAMUK  n 

TO  CMjcic  warn  ft  hi 

IVO  USCICFAC  HONOUUI  H1//J2/J]/JJ(// 
XS  MSWC//JS// 
SECMF  IMSWC//0*S)-I»/W-N!*// 
OU  VASNHGTOI  K//VO-PV// 
WntHOIfiE  IMSM1C//IISC/M  CHKDKU// 
SCCSTATE  MSOC//W/VLC//         MdMBASST  IMCOOK 
AMCWASSY  VIEITIMS  ANEN8ASST  PUIS 


lIAlSn  BUUOl  TH  1766: 
CnC:  ilV  AN  66 

fOL  UDOM  061  OTD  07  An  ACTION  6AI£{0I  UFO  CHIAK  Ml  lEPEATtD 

TO  YOU 

QUOTE 

UDOn  0063 

ALSO  FOI  JCK  -        /tJf        £.0.  123S6. 

TAGS:   KEL.  nw.  MOPS.  U.  Iri.  FX 

SUBJECT:  NEOECIIS  SAC  FROHTIEtES  PlAIC  TO  EITEl  LAOS 

1.  COtflOEkTIAl  -  EKTIIE  TEIT. 

2.  T«  PHYSICIAB  OFTMt  FRENCH  RELIEF  ORSANIZATION. 
NEDECin  SAIS  FKMTIEIES  TOLD  CONSUL  Ok  APRIL  6 

or  NSf  PLANS  TO  EKTEt  LAOS  WITH  THE  ANTI-LPOl 
RESISTANCE  »  ONOER  TO  DELIVER  MEDICAL  CARE 
TO    THE  lAO  POPULATION.  DOOMS  NAKEL  ROUt  ANb 
SEKHMNONCOUIT  SAID  THAT  THEY  WERE  HAH  INC 
PRELIHINAR^  CONIACHtflTH  RfSrSTARCn 
LEADERS  INWOMMAN  PR(WINer(THAILAa»  TO 
GATHER  IHFOatATION  FOR  A  POSSIBLE  LATER 
ILLEGAL  EnRY  UnO'TW  LPDR  VITH  A  RESISTANCE  Tew.  THE 
PHYSICIANS  SAID  THAT  SUCH  AN  OPEUTION  MXILO  BE  CARRIED  OUT 
II  ESSETIALLY  THE  SANE  FASHION  AS  NSF  ACTIVITIES  II 
AFGHMISTU.  WERE  BOTH  HAD  RECENTLY  SERVED.  THEIR  SOLE 
GOAL.  THEY  SAID.  HAS  TO  BRIK  HEDICAL  CARE  TO  ANY  AKI  ALL 
MO  NEEDED  n.  SOME  NEEU  AGO.  THEY  HAD  DISCUSSED  VITH  LAO 
AMBASSADOR  TO  BAIGUX  IHANPHAN  SIMtAUVONG  THE  POSSIBILm 

POSSiBiLm  or  traveling  to  Vientiane  to  assist  lpdr 

MEDICAL  PERSONKL  IN  IMPROVING  MEDICAL  TREATHET  AK) 
FACILHIES.  IHMPHM.  THEY  SAID.  RECEIVED  THEM  CORDIALLY 
AND  RESPONDED  THAT  HE  KULD  DISCUSS  THE  NAHER  VITH  HIS 
SUPERIORS  II  VIETIANE.  RENARIING  AS  AN  ASIDE  THAT  HE  VOUU) 
LEAVE  OUT  TK  FACT  THAT  NSF  OPERATED  ILUGALLY  II 
AFGHANISTM.  INPATIENT  VITH  THE  LACI  OF  USPONSE  FRW  THE 
LAO  GOVERNMENT.  NSF  HAS  DECIDED  TO  GO  AHEAD  nTH  PLANS  TO 
ENTER  ILLEGALLY.  THEY  STATED  THAT  THEY  HAD  WntT^nBr 
AUATf.  BUT  THAT  n  MOULD  HAVE  TO  BE  BEFORE  THE  END  OT  TW 
DRY  SEASON  (I.E..  AROUV  lATTHAfT.  AN  miTAl  FORAY  MOUIP 
IIVaVE  PROBABLY  T«0  FRENCH  DOCTOIS-ACCOIPAHYING  TNT  . 
RESUTANU  TO  OBSERVE  GENERAL  CONOniOHS.  THIS  VOUlO 
BE  FOLLOVED  UTER  BY  A  SMALL  TEAM  OF  FREICH  MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL  WHO  MWLO  SET  UP  A  TRAVELING  TENT  CLIIIC. 

3.  CCNSJL  POmTEO  OUT  THE  RISIS  AND  DANGERS  Of  SUCH 
ACTIVITIES.  IICLUOIIG  POSSIBLE  AMWSH  8*  LAO  AND  VIHIAMESE 
FORCES.  TREACHERY  AMONG  THE  LAO  RESISTANCE  PERSONNEL  AID. 


■IT  LEAST.  PROBABLE  DISAPPROVAL  BT  THAI  AUTKHniES. 
CONSUL  POINTED  QUI.  NOKEOVtll.  THt  HEIGHTENED  SEISniVIPf 
ON  THE  PART  OF  LOCAL  THAI  US  LPDR  AUTHORITIES  TO  POSSIBU 
PON  SEARCH  fORATS  OK  THE  PART  Of  PRIVATE  AMERICANS  WHAVE 
BEtk  ACTIVE  II  MUtOAHAN  AS  RECENTlT  AS  JANUARY.  KUX  AS 
MANONCOURT  REPLIED  THAT  THEY  WULO  UIE  K  AHEMPT  TO  ACT 
VITHOUT  AT  LEAST  THE  TACIT  CONSENT  Of  THAI  OfflClALS.  AS  FOR 
THE  OTHER  RISU.  THE  DOCTORS  EIHIBITEO  A  GAULLIC  SHRUG  AND 
SAID  THAT  SUCH  DANGERS  «tlT  VITH  THE  TERRITORY. 
4.   COMERT:   CONSUL  FOUND  THE  NST  PHYSICIANS  TO  BE 
SERIOUS.  irELLIGENT  AND  DEVOTED  TO  HlNUinUIAKI9.  BUT 
ALSO  SWEMUT  NAIVE  01  THEIR  POSSIBU  FUTURE  ACTIVniCS 
AND  ON  VHAT  IW  OF  MEDICAL  PROBLEMS  THEY  EIPECTEO  TO 
ENCOUNTER  II  LAOS.  CONSUL  URGED  THEM  TO  CONSIDER  STUOTING 
HEALTH  PBOBLENS  AND  NEEDS  II  RUUl  WTTHCAST  THAI 
VILLAGES  MHICH  MIRROR  II  MAIY  RESPECTS  THOSE  II  LAOS. 
THERE  IS  BEHER  THAN  U  EVER  CHANCE  THAT  THEIR  ACTIVniES  VIU 
GENERATE  •AMERICAN  RAWO*  AND/OR  POV  LIVE  SIGHTING  lEPOnS 
»  TH  CniNG  KEIS.  fj  UNQUOTE 


ACTION  (N) 
INFO    USDP:ISA(1)  CJCS«)  DJS:(2f  JKl)  J3(6) 

NIDS(l)  JS<2)  CMB  OC(l)  SEC0EF(9)  USOP(ll) 
ASO:PttE{U  US0P:£UR(6)  USOP:OSAA(<)  yO-PW(2) 
WlCd)  OSl-IPU(l)  06-602P<l)  AT-2(2)  AT-3(2)  010(1) 
VP  FRO(l)  DE-3(l)  08(4)  08-2(1)  DB-2C(1)  0B-2C2(1) 
D8-3B(2)  DI-S02(1)  0B-4E2(1)  DIA(l) 

♦CH5-6RI0/0CJCS 

«OCSA  VASMIIGTOM  K 

KNO  VASHIKTON  DC 

«CSAf  VASHINGTON  DC 

*ANMCC  FT  RITCHIE  NO 

«USCINCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE 

♦USEUCOt  AIDES  VAIHIKEI  GE 

♦SAFE 


MCN>86098/03487       T0R«8609S/ 11 432       T A0>e6O98/ 1 1 487 
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A^*!)    Bl    Back,  Tb   uj    ujiVaI  <2t5otTj. 


964 


C.7/29/H:c. 


CIR  NEW 

ENTER  COORDINATE. 
C-iX-  //  •• 

IL   5  2 
ENTER  OUkRV 

00-2  /// 

IF  tWSIDE  CIRCLE- 1. 
FOP  CIRCLf-i       ENVEr  LMTrfi.OE,    LOI«C-.3 TUl-E.  r.,J-4D 

004  /// 

202000W.  1023600E,  ^3 
OPTION?  L  ■=  LIST.    M  ^  MOOtFV,    N  =  RESEQUENCE. •    3  ^  r;;.'.-.--. 

PROCESSING  FILE  **?.MSEA3 


JHri»-*HHrr40  RECORDS.  SATISFY  VOLiR  REQUEST 

3745.    PREVIOUS  RECCRuin)  RETAINED 

fiCTiON 
CIR  NEW 

ENTER  COORDINATE  NAME3. 
OOf.  ///• 

LL  12 
ENTER  QUERN 

002  /// 

IF  INSIDE  CIRCLE- i. 
FOR  CIRCLE- J       ENTER  LATITUDE-    LONGITUDE.    AMD  RADIUH 

004  /// 

202^:I^XlN.  1025600E,  50 
OPTION-?  L  =  LIST.    M  ^  MODIFY.    N  ^  RESEQUENCE.    3  ^  SAVE.-    R  ^  RUN 

FROC^^SING  FILE  **?MSEA3 

NUMu:ER  OF  RECORDS  iJnlCH  SATISFY  YOUR  REQUEST 

.14 


^TOTl^Lr  .  Z-H 
ACTION 
03  SV:  PiWAL   i  ~ 

ENTERI  the  VAI..UES..  -.IN  ORDER..  FOR  VARIABLE  OPERANG:-:- 
COORDS 

•  30NN  CIRCLE  SEARCH  202000pi./' l02!:joOOE..    Th  1303" 
PROCESSING  FII..E  ^Hrrl^sn^A:: 


013 130 17 
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OLD  PSFJJGS 

iM-JJMBER  OF  KSOORDS  wHrCri  SATISFY  YOUR  REQUEST 

H.r«**TOTAi.. :  •nL::i:> 

ACTiDJu 

cWTEr  G-Lsirn-i 
005  IF  LO  Ei2 

tJuMn:-?;  Or  f^ECORDS  SATISFY  YOUFV  REwUETET 

PM3£A:5  552 

irlriri-TC'TriL-  51?'.; 

ACT  row 

cNTcR  QU?ir:Y 

f'O?  3F  .tS  5r»7- 
010  OR  -a-n  EQ 
015  Or  42  frw 
0-20  OR  42  EO 
025  Dp  42  iTw 

NUMBER  OF  RECORDS  i/inlCH  SATISFY  YOUR  REQUEST 

****TOTAL :  30 

ACTaOiv 
OISV  REFUO  I 

ENTER  THE  VALUES.  IN"  ORDER,  FOR  VARIABLE  OPERANDS 
COORDS  —55 

•SOURCE  REPORTING  ASSOCIATED  W/OC,  TH,  UH,  TO,  T.J 
PROCESS!  WC-i  F-iLc 


01S13017 


60-642  -  93  -  32 . 
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■AO  El  L3 


MAMe  3 
AKh  1 

BOAT  NUMBER  a-"! 

CWTRY  LfliCATED  23  • 
CNTriV  REPORTED  10- 
TYPE  SK-iHTIWG  4c.  : 
LST   =rGnTtNO     42  : 


BUBSOURCES 
ACTtONS  ?jl 


27 


TH    STATc/crrv  i^f; 


lD  41  2 

CONFIDENTjALrrVS/- 

COWT  ACTED  32 
CATEGORY- 


TK500350     L I 


202000N     12  L02:5600E 


i::i.in'REWr  ACT  455 
?xENARK3  36 
DATE  RECEIVED  &: 
ACT  DATE  3:3:    0725  0 


360722  C I AHQ  F- 1 R3  L 7 /0934  1 36 
LOCATED  EAiv  DOtv  LAE 
FGLnEQ   16  i.;S   ^  3.2MS<Mri 
8t.C-72?  DATE  OF  3WF0 

36  ADDRESS  25 


CAPTIViiTY  Z:.  -^- 
ANALYST  13 


0R3GIW  CODE  J 7;  D 
POLYGRAPH  CATEGORY  53: 
POLYGRAPH  RESULTS  24- 


07 


ANALYSIS 


l»V   Ifi'.XX)  •UH/IH/HO*    •nH;OS:  IU.3.4* 

H:/.C      l3:0:i:filU  (PC) 

NriS/VIIW  RllfcKJCSI3U»  ;/:iOin-1li-  '-RltEALGX. 
ZNV 

R  tniuio^  AUG  Hb 

FM  JCS  WASHINGTON  OC 

IN^O  RUEASOG/SUG-GRIO/:;eCOeF 

Rlil-ALCX/SAFe 

R   ieU919Z  AUG  Ub 

FM  AMCMBASSV  VIENTIANE 

TO  ruekjCs/oia  WASHOC 
INFO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHOC  H46« 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHOC 
RUEHBK/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
RU»«}BPA/COR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  +11 
RUI-IQHUA/USCINCPAt  l-«)NOLUtU  HI 
RUEA II A/CIA  WASHOC 
RUETIAA/NSA  FT  GEORGE  MEAOE  MD 
RUHQHUA/COMIPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
RUEHBK/USOAO  BANGKOK 
RUEHBK/AMEMBASSV  BANGKOK  6435 
BT 
EZt: 

1309 

OIA  l-UN  VO/MW:  OEPI  FOR  CAP/VLC:  SECOEF  FOR  OASO- 1 SA/PW-MI A 
CIHCPAC  fOP    li'/.KI/J.-IH:   CIA  )SA  FOR  B5 

E.O.  12356 
TAGS:    MOPS.    I A 

SUBJECT:   PRESENCE  Or  CAUCASIANS  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS 
RFF:   A)  OIA  M^G  S/NO- I UOO/VO-PW  OTG  0118022  AUG  86 

B)   VIENTIANE  i;f5H 
I.  THE   FOI  LOWING   INFORMATION  ON  THE   PRESENCE  OF 

FOPLIGNERS   IN  NORTHERN  LAOS  RrSPOMOS   IN  PART  TO  QUESTIONS 
RAIStO   IN  REF    A   ANO  MAV  BE  OF  U'jE    IN   THE  EVALUATION 
or   live   UIGHTING  REPORTS. 

Rhf   8  RtPi)RTeO   tMt    IRAVhI.    ^>i;MtOULE  OF  THE 
OlIAKFH  SFRVICE  REPRESFN T AT  I VES   IN  I  AOS  FROM  NOVEMBER 
l'.»HI    IIIROIIGIi  JUNE    I9HU.    IT  HAS   SINCt    COMF  TO 
OtIK   AlfFNTlON   THAT   ONE   OF    THE   UllAKF:l«   PROJtC.T^  IS 
LOCAIEO    IN  MUANG  NGOI .    LUANG   PRABANO  PROVINCE. 
WHEHE  Tl-IE  UIIAKERS   IN   I9RS  BEGAN  THE  OEVELOPMENT  OF 
A  PROSTHESIS  WORKSHOP.    SOME  OF    TMt   UUAKERS'  TRIPS 
ro   I  UANG  PKAHANC.   PROVINCE    IN    I^HS   AND    l9Hfi  UNOOUBTEIM  V 
WOUI.O  HAVE    INCIllOf-O  A  VISIT    TO  MUANG  NGOI.    WE  WILL 
TRY    It)  CONFIRM  WHETHER    THE    JANUARY    I9B6  TRIP  INCLUOEO 
A   SIOI>  AT  MUANG  NGOI  . 

3.  Wt   00  NOT    YET  HAVE    A   uHtAKUDWN   OF  MENNONITE 

RFPRESENTA     VES-    TRAVEL    IW  lAO'^.    A  UNOP   SURVEY  OF  AID  TO 
LAOS   IN    I9H4   LISTS  MLNNON I  I L    PRdJELTS   IN  NORTHERN 
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VJgi,  MAGt  IJtl 

LAOi    IN   nOUA   PHAN    PHOVINCC    (MA    NVDM.    HQUA   KHANU .  SIENC 

KIH).    MUANG    SAM   NEIIA.    F'MIENU    SA I  .    MdlJN    KHAN.  AND 

MUANO  PHAT).    XieNG  KtKJUANG   I'RUVlMCt    (UAN  NGUA).  AND 

UHAHG  PHABANG  PHOVINCE    ( PAC   LEUM.    AN(i  NONG  BIA). 

n.  THE  UNOP/FAO  roRESIRV  PUUJtCT    IN  LUANG  PRABANG 

WILL  HAVE   EIGHT   NON-LAO   STAFP .    SOME  OF   WHOM  WILL  BE 

ACCOMPANIED  BY   THEIR  FAMILIES.    THE  NATIONALITIES  OF 

THESE  RESIDENT   EXPERTS  AREA  AS  FOLLOWS:    1    FINN.    I  AUSTRIAN 

(WITH  WIFE   ANU   TWOFKAUGI-ITERS)    I    INOIAN    I    CZECH,  I 

TAN/ANIAN.    2  BURMESE.    AND    I    8LL(WAN   (NOT   YET  ARRIVED). 

THE   FINNISN   CHIEF    OF    THIS   PROJECT    TOLO   EM80FF    THAT  HE 

HOPES   I*N  FUTURE   TO  TRAVEL   THROUGH  ALL   THE   FIVE  —■ 

NORTHERN  LAO  PROVINCES  FOR  WHICH  THf:   PROJECT    IS  DESIGNED 

ro  PROVIDE  ASSISTANCE.    THE  PROJECT    IS.  HOWEVER. 

FOCIISSEO  ON  A.  REGIONAL   TRAINING  CENTER    IN  LUANG 

PRABANG  CITY.  AND   IMMEOIATEC-Y  NEIGHBORING  VILLAGES. 

If  DOES  NOT   APPEAR   THAT  ANY  OF    THESE   EXPERTS  HAVE 

AS  YET   TRAVELED  TO  OTHER   PARTS  OF   I  HANG  PRABANG 

PROVINCE. 

'•>.         '  WE  HAVE   NOT  RPT  NOT  HEARD  DH    THE  "SEMINAR/ 

RE-fcOUCATION"   CAMPS   IN  LUANG  PRABANG  PROVINCE  CITED 

IN  RtF   A.    THE  RELEASEES  WITH  WHOM   THE  EMBASSY 

OK  OUR  DIPLOMATIC  COLLEAGUES  HAVE  MAO  CONTACT  HAVE 

ALL   COME   FROM  THE  VIENG  SA I    AREA  OH  FHOM  SOUTHERN  LAOS. 

t».  AS  A  GENERAL  COMMENT.    THE   LMIJASSV  BELIEVES 

THAI    iHE    INCREASINGLY  FREQUENT    THAVEl.    IN   THE  PROVINCES 

OF   LAOS  BY  AID  DELEGATIONS  WILL  MAKE    IT  INCREASINGLY 

DIFFICULT  TO  KEEP  TABS  ON   THEM.    ANOTHER  GAP   IN  OUR 

KNOWLEDGE  CONCERNS  THE  WHEREABOUTS  OF   SOVIET  AND  EAST 

EUROPEAN  ADVISERS.    FOR   INSTANCE.   BOTH   THE  CZECHS  AND 

THE  SOVIETS  PROVIDE  ASSISTANCE   IN  MINING  ANC  GEOLOGICAL 

HESEARCH.    SOME  OF   THIS  PROBABLY   TAKES  PLACE    IN  NORTHERN  LAOS. 

OUT  DETAILS  OF   SOVIET  OLOC  PROJECT^  RARELY  ARE  PUBLISHED. 

SMOUP 

8T 

# « :ni9 

NNNN 
NNOO 
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01  OllflOSZ  AUG     61,  PP 

DIA  WASHINGTON  DCZ/VO-Pld// 
AMEIIBASSY  VIENTIANE 

INFO     SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EA/VCL//   

JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 
CDR  JCRC  BARBERS  PT  HI 

CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//  , 
USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI// JS/ J3/ J3b// 
NSA  FT  GEORGE  HEADE  m//BS// 
COniPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
USDAO  BANGKOK  TH 

S/NF-IDOO/VO-PW  ' 

SUBJ:  PRESENCE  OF  CAUCASIANS  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS 

REF:  DIA  VO-PW  MSG  SUBJ:   COLLECTION  EMPHASIS  flb-DD^^t  PRESENCE  OF 
CAUCASIANS  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS  DTG  31153MZ  JUL  fit 
1.  VO-PW  IS  IN  RECEIPT  OF  TWO  REPORTS  WHICH  MENTION 

CAUCASIANS  IDENTIFIED  AS  AMERICANS  UNDER  DETENTION  IN  LUANG  PRABANG 
'PROVINCE  AS  RECENTLY  AS  MARCH/APRIL  l^fib.     AS  WE  CONDUCT  FURTHER 
RESEARCH  INTO  THE  REPORTING  WOULD  APPRECIATE  EMBASSY  REVIEW  0F__ 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW 


COL  K.M. GAINES, USAFWO-PWiCHF 
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CIRCUMSTANCES  THAT  IIIGHT  ACCOUNT  FOR  SIGHTINCS  OF  CAUCASIANS  IN  ~" 
LUANG  PRABANG-,  SPECIFICALLY  IN  THE   AREA  SURROUNDING  OUANG  NGOY,  TH 
sail,  a02MN/102S1E.     FOR  EXAttPLE-.   YOUR  COMMENTS  AS  TO'THE  KNOUN 
PRESENCE  OR  ABSENCE  OF  ANY  AMERICANS  UITHIN  THE  PROVINCE,  THE  KNOWN 
PRESENCE  OF  WESTERNERS-,  OF  EAST  EUROPEAN  ADVISORS-,  AND  OF  ANY 
OFFICIAL  DELEGATIONS  THAT  WOULD  HAVE  VISITED  THE  AREA  EARLIER  THIS 
YEAR  WOULD  BE  OF  INTEREST. 

S.  YOUR  CABLE  DIM?  OF  11  JUNE  llflb  STATES  THAT  UN  DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM  PERSONNEL  WERE  CONTINUING  A  FORESTRY  PROJECT  BEGUN  IN  LUANG 
PRABANG  PROVINCE  IN  nas;  YOUR  LATEST  CONTACT  WITH  THE  UNDP 
PERSONNEL  DETERMINED  THAT  THEY  WERE  IN  THE  DAK  CHUNG  AREA  IN  APRIL 
nfib.     RESPECTFULLY  RE(2UEST  THAT  THE  UNDP  PERSONNEL  BE  (2UERIED  ABOUT 
THEIR  MOVEMENTS  WITHIN  LUANG  PRABANG  DURING  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY-APRIL 
nab-,  I.E.   WERE  ANY  OF  THEIR  PROJECTS  CARRIED  OUT  IN  THE  AREA  OF 
MUANG  NGOY-,  HOW  MANY  PERSONNEL  WERE  PRESENT-,   WHAT  TYPE  ACTIVITIES 
WERE  CONDUCTED-.  AND  WERE  THEY  ESCORTED  BY  LAO  OR  VIETNAMESE 
PERSONNEL? 

3.  ANOTHER  RELATED  CABLE-,  YOUR  113S  DATED  21  JULY  nab  INDICATED 

THAT  PROJECTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  CITIZEN  QUAKERS  AND  MENNONITES  ARE--- 


971 


03  PP 

CONCENTRATED  IN  LUANG  PRABANG,   XIENGKHOUANG-,  AND  HOUA  PHAN 
PROVINCES.     UOULD  REflUEST  THAT  THE  AHERICANS  BE  ASKED  ABOUT  ANY 
PROJECTS  OR  TRAVEL  IN  THE  HUANG  NGOY  AREA  DURING  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY- 
APRIL  nab-.-  TO  INCLUDE  THE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONNEL  PRESENT-,  AND  IF  THEY 
WERE  ESCORTED  BY  LAO  OR  VIETNAMESE  PERSONNEL. 

M.  A  JOINT  VOLUNTEER  AGENCY-,  BANGKOK-,  LISTING  OF  SEHINAR/RE- 

EDUCATION  CAHPS  IN  LAOS-,   DATED  APRIL  1163-.  LISTS  TUO  CAMPS  IN  THE 
nUNAG  NGOY  AREA-,  NAMELY  HATCHAN  SEMINAR  AND  MUANG  NGOY  SEMINAR 
CAMPS.     TO  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE DO  THESE  TUO  CAMPS  EXIST  AS  OF  nfib-,  AND 
CAN  RELEASEES  FROM  THESE  TUO  CAMPS-,  OR  ANY  OTHER  SEMINAR  CAMPS  IN 
LUANG  PRABANG  PROVINCE  BE  READILY  IDENTIFIED  AND  APPROACHED  FOR 
INTERVIEW  AS  TO  THE  PRESENCE  OF  CAUCASIANS  IN  OR  NEAR  MUANG  NGOY? 
5.  VO-PId  GREATLY  APPRECIATES  YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IN  THIS  MATTERS  UE 

ALSO  APPRECIATE  THE  RECENT  AND  OUTSTANDING  AMEMBASSY  RESPONSE  TO  OUR 
REflUEST  FOR  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AMERICANS  LIVING  FREELY  IN  LAOS. 


072 


DM     DM  PP 

t.   <         THIS  HESSAGE  HAS  BEEN  COORDINATED  UITH  DOS//EAP/VLC//  ANfr" 
THE  AT-3  COUNTRY  OFFICER.     REflUEST  THAT  JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  BE  HADE 
INFO  ADDRESSEE  ON  REPORTS  OBTAINED  IN  RESPONSE  TO  THIS^ HESSAGE . 
POC  IN  DIA/VO-Plil  IS  Ar^t^h'y-r 
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OcPiaTMEKT  OF  DEFENSE 
OCS  MESSAGE  CENTER 


R  I'Mlil  Mr  86 

fH  WtMSASSY  VICIfTtMIt 

IC    StCSTATt  «SKD:  7935 

INFC  AM:NBASSY  BAMGIU  6146  AMENSASST  STOClHOJt  OIK 

WCONSU:  UOCAK  3007  AMCOKSUL  CHIASM  MA:  4117 

USCIKCPAC  HCKCtULU  HI 

VliNTIAIIt  0713 

tORe£CT£D  COPY  THROOGHOn  TEH 

I.e.  12356: 

TAGS:  PIUS.  L.  ICOPS.  £AIO 

$Uej£a:  LAC  RESISTANCE  AaiVITY  AM)  ROAO  SECURITY 

1.  -  EKTIRE  TEH) 

2.  SUMURY:  A  WMER  Of  IKCIOEKTS  AlONG  CR  NEAR  NAXK!  LAC  ROAOS  » 
EARLY  1986  HAVE  TESTIFIED  TC  COVTINUIU  IF  LIGHT  LAC  RESISTANCE 
GUERKILLA  ACTIVITY  WITHIN  LACS.  MAINLY  NEAR  THE  THAI  BGROEE. 

EKO  SUWARY. 


HAC  OCCURRED  S»l  V-ctS  EARIIER  Ik  THIS  AK-A  V  RELATIVELY  HIGH 
RESISTANCE  AaiVlTH 

6.  ANOTHtP  Via£«  INCIDENT--  Ak  ATTACl  OK  A  TRUCI.  IILLIK 
SEVERAL  LAC  •  RECENTLY  CCCURREC  NEAI<  FOREST  ENTERPRISE  IC.  9 

ON  USUALLY  TMNQUIL  ROUTE  2  VEST  Of  VIENTIANE.  THE  UN  RESREP  AOOED. 

7.  IN  ADOITIOk  TC  DIFFICU^.TIES  ALOhTtH:  «IK  ROADS  OUT  Cr 
VIENTIANE.  ROUTE  9  EAST  Of  SAVANNAINET  HAS  BiEk  THE  SCENE  Of  SON! 
RECEk-T  AHACIS.  PROVINCE  AUTltiRITIES  AGAIk  ACCOROIie  TC  THE  UN 
RESREP.  HAVE  BEEN  FRANl  Ik  THEIR  WARNINGS  TO  VISHORS  ABOUT  lOAO 
SECURITY. 

8.  COWENT;  n  IS  CfTEfc  HARD  TC  DISTINGUISH  BfTVEEN  SWPLE 
BANDITS  ANO  RESISTANCE  ELEHENTS:  BUT  17  APPEARS  PROBABLE  THAT 

IN  LAOS'  SPA8SLY  POPULATED.  ROUGH  TERRAIK.  EASlLt  REAOttBLE  FRO 
THAILAND.  AT  LEAST  SOKE  Of  THE  RECENT  INCIDENTS.  WITH  THE  REAL 
DIFFICUTIES  THEY  HAVE  CARED  FOR  AID  PRCJEHS.  ARE  THE  RESPONS' 
I6ILITT  OF  A  RESISTANCE  OPERATING  FRO<  VEAUISS  BUT  IN  TARGET 
AREAS  VULNERABLE  BY  THEIR  GEOGRAPHY.  END  CtWEK     /\)  BT 


3.  PARTICULAR  CONCERk  FOR  TRAVELERS  IN  LAOS  ATTACHES  TO  THE  AREA 
SURROUKDING  THE  STRETCH  0^  ROTE  13  BETWEEN  THASOi  AND  PALSANE  N3RTH- 
EAST  OF  VIENTIANE.  THE  SWED:S>^  AID  NISSIOU  IN  VIENTIANE.  FOR  EXAMPLE. 
NO  LONGER  ASSIGNS  RESIDENT  EXPERTS  TO  THE  STATE  FORESTRY  ENTERPRISES. 
THcY  ARE  AIDING  AT  THABU  AND.  A  FEV  ULWETEP^  NORTHEAST.  AT 

HUONG  NAIL. 

4.  WHILE  SOMEWHAT  LESS  ACUTE  THAN  WAS  THE  CASE  DURING  THE  LATE-19B5 
RUNUP  TO  THE  DECEMBER  2  TWTH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATIONS  Of  THE  LAOS 
PEOPLE'S  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC.  THE  CONGEN  OVER  SECURITY  IN  THE  AREA 
IS  CONTINUING.  WITH  RESPEH  TC  NUOHG  MAI.  AFTER  A  JANUARY 
IhCIDCNT  NEAR  THE  PRCJEa  IN  WHICH  TWO  LAC  WERE  IILLEO.  THE 
SWEDES  INDEFINITELY  POSTPONED  A  TENTATIVE  PLAN  TO  ASSIGN  AN 
EXPERT  THERE  TEMPORAfilLY  FOR  THE  REPAIR  Of  HEAVY  EQUIPMENT.  TC 
MAINTAIN  CONMICATIOHS  THEY  CONTINUE  TO  RELY  ON  OCCASIONAL  VISITS 
UNDER  HEAVILY  AIMED  ESCORT  PLUS  RAIOO  CONTACT  BETWEEN  THE  MAIN 
STATE  FORESTRY  ENTERPRISE  OFFICE  IN  VIENTIANE  AND  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  EHTERniSES.  M.  UNDP  UPRESEHTATIVE  (PROTECT)  STIU 
DISCOURAGES  ANY  ttUTE  ;i  TRAVEL  EASTWAIO  AS  FAR  AS  PAUANE. 

A  FEW  IIlOKaERS  BETOO  NICNG  MAIL.  FUM  VIENTIANE.  A  t«  A6UCT 
UPRCSENTATM.  HOWEVER.  PiCENTLY  MACE  THIS  XURKET  (UNDER  HEAVY 
GUARD)  AT  THE  INVHATIOH  Of  THE  MINISTRY  Of  EDUCATION.  REPOCTELY 
ONE  or  THE  NHIE  ADVENTUROUS  MINISTRIES  AS  REGARDS  KMO  TUVcL. 

5.  UN  AOVISEfi.  AGAIN  ACCORDING  TO  THE  UNDP  RESREP  (PIOTEa).  DC 
NOT  CURRENTLY  TRAVEL  BY  ROAD  IN  THE  OTH  DIRECTION  FBH 

VIENTIANE  ON  ROUTE  13  (NORTHWARD)  ANY  FARTHER  .THAN  VMG  VIEHG.  miY 
AIIIVEC  BURMESE  CHARE  WIN  AHG  TCU  OARG    fj  tPRL  10  THAT  AN 
ENGAGEMENT  INVOLUS  VinNANESE  4S  WELL  A<  LAO  SOLDIERS.  AND  TANK 
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ACTION  (U.6.7.8) 
MFC    CJCS(4)  DJS:(1)  J3:IMCC(1)  33(6) 

NIDSd)  J4{9)  iiU)  SECDEF(9|  USDP(ll)  US0f:EUR(6) 
USDP:DSAA(4t  OR(lt  ODdl  E0(1)  V0-PW(21  IMIC(l) 
OSl-IPUin  0$-6O2P(l)  jSI-S(l)  0C-1A(1,  AT-3(:i 
DIC<1)  VP  FRD(l)  DE-2(1)  DE-3(1)  0B-2C(I)  De-2U(1) 
De-)B(2)  DI-6B(1)  DI-6C(1)  DT-l(l)  OIA(l)  0e-6C2(l) 
«CCSA  WASHINGTON  OC 
♦CW  WASHINGTON  DC 

«CSAF  w;;siiicG:ce  c: 

♦PTC  WASH  DC 

MISCINCEUR  VAIKIHGEN  GE 

mSEUCOH  AIDES  VAIHIHGEN  GE 

KMC  CC  WASHINGTON  DC 

♦CONJSOC  FT  BRAGG  NC//J2// 

♦USCINCRED  NACDILl  AFB  FL 

m:  INTEL  CEN  seen  AFB  IL/ZIMI/IHI/.- 

iHQ  AfOSI  BCLLING  AFB  OC 

«CDRUSAITAC  ARLINGTON  HALL  STATION  VA 

♦f$TC  INTEL  OPS  CHARLOnESVlLit  VA 


MCN*a6 134  .'04606       TOP-86 1 34/ 1407Z       TAO-86 1 34/ 1407Z  C9SN«MtA8ai 
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TO:  DIRNSA.  DEPT  Of  STATE.  DIA.  WHITE  HOUSE  SITUATION  ROOM 
■:iA  OFFICE  OF  CURRENT  OPERATIONS. 


PASS:     EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR.  WHITE  HOUSE  SITUATION  ROOM- 

NSA  FOR  ZK2K  00  ZRL  OE  (EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR  NSA)  • 
STATE  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR,  INR;  •  '* 
DIA  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR,  DIA  (DIA  IS  AUTHORIZED 
TO  PASS  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  THE  JOINT  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION 
CENTERS  IN  BANGKOK  AND  BARBERS  POINT.  HAWAII.  FOR  """" 
COMMANDERS  ONLY) . 

CtfiTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


01  ST:  2k  OCTOBER  1986 


EXCLUSIVE  DISSEMINATION  TO  ADDRESSEES  LISTED  AT  END  OF  REPORT 


COUNTRY :     LAOS/V I ETNAM 

SUB  J:  ALLEGED  LOCATION  OF  LIVE  AMERICAN  POWS  IN  LUANG 

PRABANC  PROVINCE.  LAOS 

DOI:  MID  1966 

SOURCE: 

TEXT:  1. 

THERE  WERE  SEVEN  AMERICAN  POW'S  AS  OF  MID- 
1986  BEING  DETAINED  AT  A  CAMP  NEAR  NAM  BAC   (TH  3683)   TOWN,  OUDOMSAI 
DISTRICT,  LUANG  PRABANG  PROVINCE,  LAO  PEOPLE'S  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 
(LPDR)  THE  PRESENCF  nF  AMERICAN  POWS  I M  THIS 

GENERAL  AREA  WAS  PREVIUUSLY  REPORTED 


.     FORMER  REEDUCATION  CAMP   INflATES  FROM  LUANG  PRABANG 
PROVINCE.  HAVE  REPORTED  A  REEDUCATION 

CAMP  AT  NAM  BAC.     THE  CAMP  WAS  EMPTIED  OF  REEDUCATION  INMATES  ABOUT 
1980  AND  THE  CAMP  WAS  OCCUPIED  BY  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  OF*  VIETNAM  (PAVN) 
TROOPS.)     SDf  nr  THF  AHFRICAMS  WfRF  HI  SPAN  ICS  AND  ONE  WAS  A  CAUCASIAN 
AMERICAN  .     THERE  HAD  BEEN  12  AMERICAN 

POWS  AT  THE  SITE  BUT  IN  1985  FIVE  OF  THE  AMERICANS  POWS  WERE  MOVED  TO 
THE  SOVIET  UNION.  ALL  OF  THE  AMERICAW  PnwS  HAD  BEEN  CAPTURED  IN  1-968 
WHILE  WORKING  AT  THE  NAM  BAC  CAMP.  (COMMENT:     NAM  BAC  WAS  THE 

SITE  OF  AN  AIRFIELD  DURING  THE   INDOCHINA  WAR.     NO  AMERICANS  WERE 
STATIONED  THERE,   BUT  SOME  AMERICAN  PERSONNEL  VISITED  THERE 
OCCASIONALLY.     NONE  OF  THEM  WERE  LOST.)     THE  CAMP  WAS  OVERRUN  BY  THE 
ENEMY  AND  >THE  AMERICANS  WERE  CAPTURED.     IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  AMERICANS 
THERE  WERE  30  FORMER  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  PRISONERS  AT  THE  CAMP. 

2.     THE   PRISON  CAMP  WAS  SURROUNDED  BY  A  DOUBLE  FENCE.  THE 
INTERNAL  AREA  WAS  FENCED  WITH  BAMBOO  WHILE  THE  EXTERNAL  AREA  WAS 
FENCED  WITH  NINE  WALLS  OF  BARBED  WIRE.   EACH  ABOUT  170  CENTIMETERS  IN 
HEIGHT.     THERE  WERE  ABOUT  SIX  TO  EIGHT  BUILDINGS  FOR  PRISONERS   IN  THE 
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INTERNAL  AREA.     EACH  PRISONER  BUILDING  WAS  ABOUT  50X10  METERS  IN 
SIZE.  BUILT  OF  CEMENT  WITH  CORRUGATED-SHEET  METAL  ROOFING.    THE  TOTAL 
INTERNAL  AREA  WAS  ABOUT  3  RAI   IN  SIZE.  2.5  RAI 

EQUALS  ABOUT  ONE  ACRE.) 

3.    THE  AMERICAN  ROWS  WERE  GUARDED  BY  LAO  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  (LPA) 
SOLDIERS  AND  HAD  BEEN  WORKING  AS  CONSTRUCTION  FOREMEN  FOR  THE 
CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  DISPENSARY  AND  LSVIMG  QUARTERS  .SU14.DW4S  -  LOCATED 
ACROSS  ROUTE  SIX  FROM  THE  CAMP  WHICH  WAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  NORTH  SIDE  OF 
JIOUTE  SIX.    A  PAVN  SECURITY  UNIT  WAS  LOCATED  HEAR  THE 
DISPENSARY/LIVING  QUARTERS  AREA  AND  A  PAVN  CHECKPOINT  WAS  LOCATED  AT 
MUANG  NGOY  (TH  5B9I)  .    THE  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE    POWS  HAD  BEEN  SERVING  AS 
CONSTRUCTION  WORKERS  FOR  THE  PROJECT.    THESE  TWO  BUILDINGS  WERE 
COMPLETED  IN  1985.    THE  PRISONERS  WERE  GUARDED  BY  LPA  SOLDIERS  WHEN 
THEY  WORKED  OUTSIDE  THE  CAMP.  BlfT  WERE  ALLOWED  TO  SPEAK  WITH  LOCAL 
VILLAGERS.    THE  LPA  SECURITY  CHIEF  AT  THE  CAMP  WAS  ((SITHON))    (LNU)  . 

k,    THE  LIVING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  POWS  WERE  TERRIBLE.    THEY  WERE 
GIVEN  MILLED  BUT  UNPOLISHED  RICE  TO  EAT  WHICH  WAS  SOMETIMES 
SUPPLIMENTEO  BY  WHEAT  OR  BARLEY  FROM  CUBA.    THE  POWS  WERE  IN  BAD 
HEALTH  DUE  TO  MALNUTRITION. 


WASHINGTON  OlSSEM:   

TO  WHSITRM:  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR.  WHITE  HOUSE 

.  SITUATION  ROOM. 
TO  STATE:  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR.   I  NR. 

TO  OIA:  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR,  OIA. 

TO  NSA:  EXCLUSIVE  FOR  THE  DIRECTOR.  NSA. 
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SOURCE:      So^C^  {SIGHTING  NO:  12778| 


SUMMARY:  SovM^^jl.  reports  having  seen  an  American  prisoner  on  numerous 
occasions  during  the  period  from  1981  to  1983.    The  sightings  took  place  at  the 
Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility,  Son  La  Province. 

DETAILS:  Source  stated  that  In  May  1979  she  was  caught  trying  to  leave  Vietnan 
Illegally  and  laprlsoned  at  the  Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility.    On  numerous 
occasions  froa  1981  to  her  release  In  1983,    ^^du^o^  saw  a  Caucasian  male  walk 
by  her  brick  making  detail  under  guard.    She  observed  the  Caucasian  one  to  two 
times  per  week.    Inmates  of  the  nearby  male  reeducation    camp  reportedly  told 
the  source  that  the  Caucasian  was  an  American  and  was  kept  In  a  sepat*«te 
building  at  the  edge  of  their  compound. 

The  source  provided  a  description  of  the  Yen  Ha  camp,  organization  and  inmate 
population.    The  camp  Is  described  as  Including  25  brick  buildings  with  tile 
roofs.    Each  of  the  buildings  was  divided  Into  two  large  windowless  rooms  40 
square  meters  In  area.    A  special  detention  building  housed  a  number  of  solitary 
confinement  cells.    The  camp  contained  a  kitchen  and  two  water  wells. 

SIGNinCANT  STEPS  TAKENAO  BE  TAKEH  IN  RESOLVING  CASE: 

1.  Identified  all  sources  from  Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility. 

2.  Conducted  comparative  analysis  of  source  reports. 

3.  Requested  Imagery  analysis  of  Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility. 

INTERIM  ASSESSMENT(S): 

The  source's  report  Is  a  fabrication.    The  report  Is  completely  Inconsistent 
with  Yen  Ha  source  reporting  (1981-1983)  and  the  physical  layout  ot  the  facility 
as  determined  by  Imagery  analysis. 


lAC 
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SERIAL:  IIR  6  024  0543  90. 


/««««»««««»«  THIS  IS  A  COMBIMED  MESSAGE  »»«»«»*»»»«»/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY:  VIETNAM  (VM). 

SUBJ:         IIR  6  024  0543  90/EYEWITNESS  SIGHTINGS  OF 
ALLEGED  AMERICAN  NEAR  YEN  HA  PRISON  CAMP,  SON  LA  PROVINCE 
DURING  1981-83 

WARNING:  THIS  IS  AN  INFORMATION  REPORT,  NOT 

FINALLY  EVALUATED  INTELLIGENCE. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 


DOI: 


830000. 
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PACE: 0006 

REQS:  -V0P-2M 30-03-90;  _  VOP- 2^4 30-06 -90. 

SOURCE;  ^/  ^oMui.  OATK      .//SOURCE  IS  A  36- 

YEAR-OLD  VIETNAMESE  BOAT  PERSON  WHO  WAS  IMPRISONED  AT  YEN 
HA  REEDUCATION  CAMP  DURING  THE  PERIOD  1981-83.  SOURCE 
RELIABILITY  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ESTABLISHED.  '  ' 

SUMMARY;  THIS  IS  A  STONY  BEACH  REPORT.  IT 

PROVIDES  LIMITED  INFX)RMATION  FROM  SOURCE'S  ACCOUNTS  OF 
MULTIPLE  EYEWITNESS  SIGHTINGS  OF  AN  ALLEGED  AMERICAN 
PRISONER  KEPT  NEAR  YEN  HA  REEDUCATION  CAMP,  PHU  YEN 
DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE  DURING  THE  PERIOD  1981-83-  IT 
ALSO  PROVIDES  A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  YEN  HA  CAMP, 
ORGANIZATION  AND  INMATE  POPULATION  DURING  THAT  PERIOD. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1.  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  IN  MAY  79  SHE  WAS  CAUGHT 
TRYING  TO  LEAVE  VIETNAM  ILLEGALLY  AND  ARRESTED.  AFTER 
BEING  IMPRISONED  IN  HOA  LO  PRISON,  HANOI  FOR  EIGHT 
MONTHS,  SHE  WAS  TRANSFERRED  TO  YEN  HA  REEDUCATION  CAMP, 
PHU  YEN  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE  WHERE  SHE  REMAINED 
UNTIL  LATE  1983  WHEN  SHE  WAS  RELEASED. 

2.  )    ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN  EABLX_l98.1^_§Qi®SE 
WAS  WORKING  IN  A_BRICKMAKING "DETAIL  OUTSIDE  THE  FEMALE 
SECTION  OF  THE  CAMP  WHEN  SHE  (OBSERVED  A  CAUCASIAN  MALE 
GUARDED  BYnA'SYUGlE  PSS  GUARD  WALKING _PAST  THE  CAMP  AREA. 
SEVERBITHOURS  LATER,  THEY  RETURNED,  AGAIN  PASSING  BY  THE 
FEMALE  SECTION  AND  CONTINUING  IN  THE  DIRECTION  FROM  WHICH 
THEY  HAD  COME  THAT  MORNING. 

3.  AFTER  THIS  INITIAL  SIGHTING,  SOURCE  CONTINUED 
TO  OBSERVE  THE  CAUCASIAN  UNDER  IDENTICAL  CIRCUMSTANCES 
APPROXIMATELY  1-2  TIMES  A  WEEK  UNTIL  HER  RELEASE  IN  1983 
(EXACT  TIME  OF  RELEASE  NOT  RECALLED).    EACH  TIME,  THE 
CAUCASIAN  WOULD  FIRST  BE  OBSERVED  WALKING  DOWNHILL  FROM 
THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  SECTION  OF  THE  CAMP  WHICH  HELD  ARVN 
RANGERS  AND  OTHER  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  MALES  (REFERRED  TO  BY 
SOURCE  AS  CAMP  BK— TRAIJ  BIEETJ  KICKS).    ESCORTED  BY  A 
SINGLE  PSS  GUARD  ARMED  WITH  AN  AK-U7,  THE  CAUCASIAN  WOULD 
PASS  NEAR  THE  BRICKMAKING  DETAIL  AREA  BEFORE  TURNING  AWAY 
AND  CONTINUING  TO  AN  UNKNOWN  DESTINATION.    THEIR  RETURN 
PATH  WAS  EXACTLY  THE  OPPOSITE.    SOURCE  EXPLAINED  THAT  THE 
CAUCASIAN  WOULD  NORMALLY  BE  SEEN  DEPARTING  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  0900  AND  WOULD  RETURN  AT  ABOUT  1200-1230. 
SOURCE  EMPHASIZED  THAT  THESE  TIMES  AND  THE  DAYS  ON  WHICH 
THE  CAUCASIAN  WAS  OBSERVED  WERE  NOT  FIXED.  SOURCE 
ESTIMATED  THAT  EACH  TIME  SHE  OBSERVED  THE  CAUCASIAN,  IT 
WAS  FROM  A  DISTANCE  OF  APPROXIMATELY  20  METERS  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  5-10  MINUTES. 
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4.  SOURCE  DESCRIBED  THE  CAUCASIAN  AS  OVER  1.7 
METERS  TALL,  HEAVILY  BUILT  AND  APPROXIMATELY  MO  YOA.  HE 
WORE  A  BRIMLESS  GREEN  AND  WHITE  OR  GRAY  AND  WHITE  (SOURCE 
COULD  NOT  RECALL  WHICH  STRIPED  HAT  THAT  COVERED  HIS 
HAIR.     THEREFORE,  SOURCE  COULD  NOT  DETERMINE  HIS  HAIR 
COLOR  OR  TEXTURE.    HE  HAD  A  SHORT  MOUSTACHE,  BUT  WAS       '  / 
OTHERWISE  CLEAN  SHAVEN.     SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  NEVER  SAW  HIM 
CLOSELY  ENOUGH  TO  DISTINGUISH  HIS  EYE  COLOR,  BUT 
COMMENTED  THAT  HE  DID  NOT  WEAR  EYEGLASSES  OR  ANY  OTHER 
NOTICEABLE  JEWELRY,    HE  WORE  A  LOOSE-FITTING  STRIPED 
PRISON  UNIFORM  OF  THE  SAME  COLORS  AS  HIS  HAT.    PRINTED  ON 
THE  BACK  OF  THE  UNIFORM  SHIRT  IN  RED  LETTERS  WERE  THE 
VIETNAMESE  WORDS  MEANING  "REEDUCATION"  (CAIR  TAOJ).  HIS 
FOOTWEAR  CONSISTED  OF  SANDALS  MADE  FROM  AUTO  TIRES. 
ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE,  HE  WALKED  WITH  A  NORMAL  GAIT  AND 
APPEARED  TO  BE  IN  GENERALLY  GOOD  HEALTH.    HOWEVER,  HIS 
SKIN  WAS  VERY  PALLID.    ALTHOUGH  CLOSELY  GUARDED  AT  ALL 
TIMES,  SOURCE  NEVER  OBSERVED  HIM  BOUND,  SHACKLED  OR 

MISTREATED.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  ON  A  NUMBER  OF  ^ 
OCCASIONS,  SHE  AND  OTHER  FEMALE  INMATES  CALLED  OUT  TO  THE 
CAUCASIAN  IN  VIETNAMESE,  BUT  HE  DID  NOT  RESPOND  OR  TURN 
AROUND.  AS  SUCH,  SOURCE  BELIEVED  HE  DID  NOT  UNDERSTAND 
VIETNAMESE.    SOURCE  CLAIMS  SHE  NEVER  HEARD  HIM  SPEAK. 

5.  SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  KNEW  ABSOLUTELY  NO 
BIOGRAPHICAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  CAUCASIAN.    HOWEVER,  SHE 
EXPLAINED  THAT  AT  AN  UNRECALLBD  TIME  AFTER  SHE  BECAME 
AWARE  OF  THE  CAUCASIAN'S  PRESENCE,  SHE  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  A 
ROCK  BREAKING  DETAIL  WITH  INMATES  OF  CAMP  BK  IN  AN  AREA 
NEARJliAT-XAMP.    IN  THE  COURSE  OF  CONVERSING  WITH  SEVERAL 
OP  THEM  (NFI)  CONCERNING  THE  CAUCASIAN,  THEY  REPORTEDLY 
TOLD  HER  THAT  HE  WAS  AN  AMERICAN  AND  THAT  HE  WAS  KEPT  IN 
A  SEPARATE  FACILITY  (NFI)  AT  THE  EDGE  OF  THEIR  CAMP, 
ISOLATED  FROM  THE  REST  OF  THE  CAMP  POPULATION.  THESE 
INMATES  DID  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY  FURTHER  DETAILS  CONCERNING 
THE  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  OR  THE  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  HIS 
DETENTION,  BUT  ALLEGEDLY  STATED  THAT  HE  HAD  BEEN  IN  THE 
CAMP  SINCE  THEIR  ARRIVAL  5-6  YEARS  BEFORE.    THEY  ALSO  DID 
NOT  GIVE  ANY  INDICATION  TO  SOURCE  THAT  ADDITIONAL 
AMERICANS  OR  OTHER  FOREIGN  PRISONERS  HERE  BEING  KEPT 
THERE  OR  HAD  BEEN  KEPT  THERE  AT  ANY  PREVIOUS  TIME. 

6.  AS  MENTIONED  IN  THE  FOREGOING  PARAGRAPHS, 
SOURCE  CONTINUED  TO  OBSERVE  THE  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  1-2 
TIMES  A  WEEK  UNTIL  SHE  WAS  RELEASED  FROM  THE  CAMP  AT  AN 
UNRECALLED  TIME  IN  LATE  1983-    SUBSEQUENT  TO  SOURCE'S 
RELEASE,  SHE  HEARD  NO  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
IDENTITY  OR  FATE  OF  THE  ALLEGED  AMERICAN. 

7.  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE,  THE  YEN  HA  REEDUCATION 
CAMP  (TRAIJ  CAIR  TAOJ  YEEN  HAJ)  WAS  LOCATED  IN  PHU  YEN 
DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  COULD  NOT 
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PROVIDE  A  MORE  SPECIFIC  LOCATION  OF  THE  CAMP  BECAUSE  IT 
UAS  IN  A  REMOTE  AREA  WITH  WHICH  SHE  WAS  NOT  FAMILIAR. 
THE  CAMP,  WHICH  SOURCE  ESTIMATES  WAS  PROBABLY  CONSTRUCTED 
PRIOR  TO  1970,  WAS  UNDER  THE  DIRECT  ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONTROL  OF  THE  SRV  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOI).    THE  CAMP 
COMMANDER  (GIAMS  THIJ)  WAS  ((LNU))  MAO  (FAMILY  NAME  AND 
RANK  UNRECALLED)  WHO  WAS  57-58  YOA  DURING  THE  PERIOD      '  / 
SOURCE  WAS  KEPT  THERE.    THE  ASSISTANT  CAMP  COMMANDER  WAS 
((NGUYEN))  HAO  LIEU  (NGUYEENX  HAOF  LIEEUX)  (RANK  UNK), 
THEN  OVER  50  YOA. 

8.  THE  YEN  HA  CAMP  ACnjALLY,  CONSISTSa  OF.  TWO 
SMALLER  CAMPS^-A  FEMALE  CAMP  (TRAIJ  NWI)  AND  A  CAMP  WHICH 
HELD  ARVfl  RANGERS  AND  FORMER  RVN  CIVILIAN  OFFICIALS. 
(TRAIJ  BIEETJ  KICHS/TRAIJ  BK).    THE  FEMALE  CMV  WAS 
LOCATED  AT  THE  BASE  OF  A  HILL  NEAR  THE  BANK  OF  A  STREAM. 
CAMP  BK  WAS  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELY  2-3  KM  UP  THE  HILL. 
TRAVEL  FROM  ONE  CAMP  TO  THE  OTHER  WAS  ON  A  DIRT  ROAD 
WHICH  WAS  A  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  ACCESS  ROAD  TO  THE  CAMP 
AREA.  DIRECTLY  ACROSS  THE  ROAD  FROM  THE  FEMALE  CAMP  WAS 
THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  CAMP  COMMANDER.    THE  AREA  AROUND  THE 
CAMP  HAS  MOSTLY  UNINHABITED,  EXCEPT  FOR  A  SMALL  NUMBER  OF 
PEOPLE  OF  THE  THAI  AND  THO  ETHNIC  MINORITY  TRIBES. 

9.  SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  COULD  NOT  ESTIMATE  THE 
QAREA  OR  DIMENSIONS  OP  EACH  CAMP\  BUT  EXPUINED  THAT  EACH 
HAS  SURROUNDED  BY  A  TRIPLE  BARRIER  CONSISTING  OF  A  FENCE 
TOPPED  HITH  BARBED  HIRE,  A  ROCK  HALL  TOPPED  HITH  THREE 
STRANDS  OF  ELECTRICALLY  CHARGED  HIRE  AND  ANOTHER  FENCE 
TOPPED  HITH  BARBED  HIRE.    SOURCE  ESTIMATED  THAT  EACH  OF 
THESE  BARRIERS  HAS  OVER  SIX  METERS  TALL  AND  THAT  THEY 
HERE  SPACED  ABOUT  2-3  METERS  APART.    EACH  CAMP  HAD  A 
SINGLE  STEEL  GATE  THAT  ALLOWED  ENTRY  AND  HAS  HIDE  ENOUGH 
TO  ACCOMMODATE  VEHICLES.    THE  GATES  WERE  GUARDED  24 
HOURS. 

10.  THE  FEMALE  CAMP  INaUDED  25  BRICK  BUILDINGS 
HITH  TILE  ROOFS,  EACH  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  URGE  HINDOHLESS 
ROOMS  APPROXIMATELY  40  SQ  METERS  IN  AREA.    ONE  BUILDING 
HAS  DESIGNATED  A  SPECIAL  DETENTION  AREA  AND  INCLUDED  A 
NUMBER  OF  SOLITARY  CONFINEMENT  CELLS  (NFI).  PRISONERS 
KEPT  IN  THESE  CELLS  HERE  ONLY  ALLOHED  OUT  BRIEFLY  ONCE  A 
DAY  TO  BATHE.    THERE  HERE  ALSO  FOUR  DISCIPLINE  ROOKS 
(PH0NC7  KYR  LUAATJ),  EACH  EQUIPPED  HITH  THREE  SETS  OF 
STOCKS.    ONE  ROOM  HAS  DESIGNATED  AS  A  DISPENSARY  AND 
THERE  HAS  A  KITCHEN  IN  HHICH  INMATES'  FOOD  HAS  PREPARED. 
HITHIN  THE  CAMP  AREA  HERE  TWO  HELLS  WHICH  PROVIDED  FRESH 
WATER  AND  A  SMALL  VEGETABLE  GARDEN.    THE  FEMALE  CAMP 
INCLUDED  NO  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICE,  COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
OR  GENERATOR. 

11.  THE  DAILY  ROUTINE  OF  THE  FEMALE  CAMP  WAS 
DESCRIBED  BY  SOURCE  AS  FOLLOWS. 
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05^5  -  WAKE  UP 

0600  -  DOORS  UNLOCKED/PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
0615  -  LABOR  DETAILS  BEGIN 
10M5  -  RETURN  TO  CAMP /LUNCH/REST 
1315  -  LABOR  DETAILS  CONTINUE 

1715  -  RETURN  TO  CAMP/DINNER  '  ' 

1820  -  PRISONERS  IN  BUILDINGS/DOORS  LOCKED 

12.  THE  FEMALE  CAMP  POPULATION  CONSISTED  OF 
APPROXIMATELY  100  PRISONERS.    WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF 
SOURCE  WHO  WAS  IMPRISONED  FOR  ATTEMPTED  ILLEGAL  EXIT  FROM 
VIETNAM.  NEARLY  ALL  THE  OTHER  FEMALE  PRISONERS  WERE 
FORMER  GOVERNMENT  CADRE  SUPPOSEDLY  GUILTY  OF  POLITICAL 
CRIMES.    THE  FEMALE  PRISONERS  WERE  DIVIDED  INTO  THREE 
UNITS  (DOOIJ).    THESE  UNITS  WERE  EACH  ASSIGNED  SPECIFIC 
LABOR  DETAILS  WHICH  CONSISTED  MOSTLY  OF  MAKING  BRICKS  AND 
TILES,  BREAKING  AND  QUARRYING  STONES,  AND  PERFORMING  WORK 
WITHIN  THE  CAMP.    THE  LATTER  DETAIL,  WHICH  WAS  TASKED 
MAINLY  WITH  TENDING  THE  CAMP'S  VEGETABLE  GARDEN,  WAS 
COMPOSED  MAINLY  OF  FEMALES  WHO  WERE  IN  POOR  HEALTH  AND 
COULD  NOT  PERFORM  MORE  STRENUOUS  WORK. 

13.  SOURCE  ESTIMATED  THAT  THELPOPULATION  OF  CAMP 
BK JX5NSISTED  OF  APPROXIMATELY -500-600  PRISONERS. 
ALTHOUGH  AT  TIMES  THE  FEMALE  PRISONERS  QUARRIED  STONES 
ALONG  WITH  PRISONERS  FROM  THE  RANGER  CAMP,  SOURCE  DID  NOT 
KNOW  HOW  THEIR  POPULATION  WAS  ORGANIZED  OR  WHAT  OTHER 
LABOR  DETAILS  THEY  PERFORMED.    AS  MENTIONED  IN  THE 
FOREGOING  PARAGRAPHS,  THE  POPULATION  OF  THIS  CAMP 
CONSISTED  ENTIRELY  OF  ARVN  RANGERS  AND  FORMER  RVN 
CIVILIAN  OFFICIALS.    SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  NEVER  ENTERED 
CAMP  BK  AND  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  ITS  INTERIOR  LAYOUT. 

m.  SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER 

ARRIVING  IN  THE  CAMP,  SHE  WAS  SUBJECTED  TO  A  SEVEN-DAY 
PERIOD  OF  STUDY  OF  THE  CAMP  INTERNAL  REGULATIONS.  AFTER 
THIS  WAS  COMPLETED,  SHE  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  LABOR  DETAILS 
WHICH  WERE  PERFORMED  MONDAY  THROUGH  FRIDAY.    ON  WEEKENDS 
PRISONERS  ATTENDED  POLITICAL  REEDUCATION  CLASSES.  SOURCE 
EXPLAINED  THAT,  DUE  TO  THE  REMOTE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CAMP, 
NO  FEMALE  PRISONERS  RECEIVED  ANY  VISITORS,  ALTHOUGH 
VISITS  WERE  TECHNICALLY  ALLOWED.    SHE  ALSO  COMMENTED  THAT 
LETTER  WRITING,  THOUGH  ALSO  PERMITTED,  WAS  AVOIDED  BY  THE 
PRISONERS  BECAUSE  ANY  IMPROPER  STATEMENTS  IN  A  LETTER 
OFTEN  RESULTED  IN  DISCIPLINARY  ACTION. 

15.  SOURCE  ESTIMATED  THE  NUMBER  OF  GUARDS 
ASSIGNED  TO  THE' FEMALE  CAMP  AT  20-30,  WHILE  CAMP  BK  HAD  A 
GUARD  FORCE  OF  ABOUT  50-60.    ALL  GUARDS  WERE  UNIFORMED 
PSS  OFFICERS. 

16.  THE  UNIFORM  FOR  FEMALE  PRISONERS  CONSISTED 
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OF  BLACK  PEASAMT-STYLE  PANTS,  A  BROWN  SHIRT,  AND  AUTO 
TIRE  SANDALS.    THE  SHIRT  HAD  TWO  POCKETS  AT  THE 
MIDSECTION  AND  THE  VIETNAMESE  WORD  FOR  REEDUCATION  (CAIR 
TAOJ)  IN  RED  LETTERS  ABOUT  15  CM  HIGH  ON  THE  BACK.  THE 
MALE  PRISONERS  WERE  SIMILARLY  DRESSED  EXCEPT  THEIR 
UNIFORMS  WERE  GRAY  IN  COLOR. 

'  f  .- 
17.  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  THE  CAMP  COMMANDER  AND 

THE  ASSISTANT  CAMP  COMMANDER,  SOURCE  CLAIMED  SHE  COULD 
NOT  RECALL  THE  NAMES  OF  ANY  CADRE  OR  GUARDS  OF  THE  CAMP. 
SHE  ALSO  CLAIMED  SHE  COULD  NOT  RECALL  THE  NAMES  OF  ANY  OF 
HER  FELLOW  PRISONERS. 

COMMENTS: 

1.  SOURCE  WAS  VERY  COOPERATIVE  AND  ANSWERED  ALL 
QUESTIONS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.    SHE  SPOKE  QUICKLY 
AND  WITH  CONVICTION  AND  APPEARED  CREDIBLE.    SHE  ASKED  FOR 
NO  FAVORS. 

-  ^  • 

2.  SOURCE  INSISTED  SHE  COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  A  MORE 
ACCURATE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CAMP  BECAUSE  SHE  WAS  UNFAMILIAR 
WITH  THE  AREA.    ALTHOUGH  SHE  PROVIDED  A  ROUGH  SKETCH  OF 
THE  CAMP  AREA,  SHE  CLAIMED  SHE  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE 
FACILITY  WHERE  THE  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  WAS  KEPT  AND  COULD 
NOT  LOCATE  OR  DESCRIBE  IT.    SHE  ALSO  WAS  UNABLE  TO 
DIRECTIONALLY  ORIENT  HER  SKETCH. 


//IPSP:  PG  2430//. 

//COMSOBJ:  521//. 
ADMIN 

PROJ:  6999-11. 

COLL:  NONE. 

INSTR:  US:  NO. 

PREP:  TM-06. 

ENCL:  TO  FOLLOW  TO  DIA(PW«MIA):  1  ENCLOSURE. 

CAMP  MEMORY  SKETCH  (U),  1  PG,  1  CY  (U) 

ACQ:  SOOkAGL  OA-rAs 

DISSEN:  FIELD:    AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK  (AHB,  DCH,  POL, 


SA.  DATLO,  EX/A,  JCRC). 
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DEFENSE  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 


WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20340- 


OIA  EVALUATION  OF  PW/NIA  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  VIETNAMESE  REFUGEE 
SOURCE    So  octet: 


SUMMARY:       Sow-a/^-Sl  reports  having  seen  an  American  prisoner  on  numerous 

occasions  during  the  period  from  1981  to  1983.  The  sighting  took  place  at  the 
Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility.  Son  La  Province.  SRV. 

DETAILS:    Sovaajcc     stated  that  in  May  1979  she  was  caught  trying  to  leave 
Vietnam  Illegally  and  imprisoned  at  the  Yen  Ha  Reeducation  facility.  On 
numerous  occasions  from  1981  to  her  release  in  1983,  she  saw  a  Caucasian  male 
walk  under  guard,  by  her  brick  making  detail.  </:?ox<s^    observed  the  Caucasian 
one  to  two  times  per  week.    Inmates  of  the  nearby  male  reeducation  camp 
reportedly  told  the  source  that  the  Caucasian  was  an  American  and  was  kept  In  a 
separate  building  at  the  edge  of  their  compound  (NFI). 

The  source  provided  a  description  of  the  Yen  Ha  camp,  organization '^nd  Inmate 
population.    The  camp  Is  described  as  Including  25  brick  buildings  with  tile 
roofs.    Each  of  the  buildings  was  divided  into  two  large  windowless  rooms  40 
square  meters  in  area.    A  special  detention  building  housed  a  number  of 
solitary  confinement  cells.    The  camp  was  enclosed  by  a  triple  barrier 
consisting  of  a  fence  topped  with  barbed  wire,  a  rock  wall  with  three  strands 
of  electrically  charged  wire  and  another  fence  with  barbed  wire.    The  source 
provided  a  sketch  of  the  facility. 

ANALYSIS:    In  1975,  the  Yen  Ha  Reeducation  camp  expanded  from  two  to  nine 
subcamps  located  In  Son  La  Province.    After  1979  only  two  (sites  2  and  3)  of 
Yen  Ha's  previous  nine  subcamps  remained  active.    The  source's  report  Is  not 
consistent  with  other  reports  from  the  Yen  Ha  prison  system.    Numerous  source 
reports  from  the  two  subcamps  note  the  absence  of  any  Americans  or  western 
look-a-llkes  during  the  period  of  source's  incarcpration. 

The  source's  description  of  the  Yen  Ha  prison  facility  is  also  not  consistent 
with  Imagery  analysis.    Analysis  conducted  on  the  Yen  Ha  camps  using  1983 
Imagery  Identifies  seven  major  buildings  in  site  two  and  six  In  site  three. 
The  buildings  were  approximately  8  meters  wide  by  32  meters  long  and 
constructed  with  a  combination  of  concrete,  wood,  and  tile.    Her  sketch  does 
not  match  the  physical  layout  of  either  camp. 

EVALUATION:    5ourcv      report  Is  a  fabrication. 

DATE  OF  EVALUATION:    OZ  July,  1990. 

PW-NIA  CATEGORY:  Fabrication. 
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DELIVER  TO  CONTROL  OFFICER  ONLY 

THIS  IS  A  STONY  BEACH  MESSAGE 


SUBJECT: 


STONY  BEACH  BIOGRAPHIC  REPORT 

RE:      5c>AAtSX  PAxA 


9. 

10. 

11. 


NAME:  SCM/>C<? 

OPOB:  StouAClL  pA=rA 

C IT/ETHNIC:  VI ETNANESE/VI ETNAHESE. 

SEX:  FEMALE. 

RELIGION:  NONE. 

BOAT/REFUGEE  NO:     %CK?rC-e.  OVtA 
CURRENT  ADDRESS:        C<^c \o  ^ r^A=T¥\ 

PREVIOUS  ADDRESS:     ^Oorecg"  Crrrfi 

EDUCATION  HISTORY:  7/10. 

MILITARY/WORK  HISTORY:    CHI LDHOOD- 1970:  SEAMSTRESS. 


I  RE -ED/PR  I  SON  HISTORY: 

S  0 


12.  I  I  RELATIVES: 
-  NAME 


RELATIONSHI 
FATHER 
MOTHER 


HOA  LO  PRISON. 
HANOI. 

YEN  HA  CAMP.  PHU 
YEN  DISTRICT,  SON 
LA  PROVINCE. 

ADDRESS 


0 


'M—  SISTER 

tr^  SISTER  A- 

^  BROTHER 
BROTHER 
SON 

AFFILIATION  WITH  RESISTANCE  GROUPS:  NONE. 
COMMENTS:    SOURCE  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  FOR  MR 
6H>2<i-05A3-90/EYEWITNE«S  SIGHTINGS  OF  ALLEGED  AMERICAN 
NEAR  YEN  HA  PRISON  CAMP.  SON  LA  PROVINCE  DURING  1 98 I -83 
15.         DATE/PLACE  OF  INTERVIEW:       SQOr<A  ^/Vm 


\ 

ACTION  D I  A/SPEC (10)  »  (M.C) 

MCN-9017 1/00341      TOR-30171/OOSSZ  T«n-«^- 
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